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quodfcholaftici dicnnt ex opere operato. Valent ergo fiuirificU obtaU 
adremiffimem criminum & peccatorum id eft reliquUrum qua tn 
nobis remanfermt poft indulgentiam Culparum. Et part. I . page 
I ©8. Conjungimus Contritionem & pttisfatlionem qua perfedr 
Deo Reconciliantur peccatores per bona &• pcenalia opera. 

9. Cofterus Encbirid, cap. 7. de iMeritis bonor.op. page (mihi) 
286. Obfervaxdumefl fcripturam quando de Retributions /oritur, 
eadem verborttm formula uti cum agri de Jufto reddendo pramu, 
qna ititur cum improbts fupplicia denunciat, ut dare perfpiciatttr, 
non minus nos bonis a&ionibus aternam fcelicitatem, quam main 

•flagitiofis promtreriaterna fupplicia. Et p 288. It a opera noftra 
propter (fhriftum^ qui nobis cen membris utiturt&fpiritumfanHum 
inhabit ant em, & per nos operantemy digna funt ccelefti prarnio. Et 
p. 28^. 2. Intclligimus ex diclis rationem banc JuftitU qua Deus 
eternam vitam Juftis in merccdem operum don at t ad utramjue qui" 
dent Juftitia partem aliquo modo pertinere. In ea tamen magis sin
cere diftributivam ? qua perfonarum dignitatem intuetur, quam 
Commutativam, qua operum aquabilitatem conjiderat. So that he 
takes t ta reward to be partly .though not principally according to 
Commutative Juftice. And page 294. 3. Considerantur ut e f f e f f a 
a filio Dei, at que inhabit ante Spiritu fan&o, qua Confideratione 
tqualitas invenitur inter opera & premium, verumque merit urn 
asque Juftitiam. 

10. tv. Byfhop againft Terkjns Reformed Cathol. of Merit 
faith,vf«/?/» (kith, T hat tbt Regard cannot go before the Merity nor 
be given to a man before he be Worthy of it, for, (faith he) what 
Were more tsnjuft then that}and what u more juft then GodU.de mor* 
Ecclef c. 2 5. -where he concludeth that we muji not be fo hardly as, 
once to demand, much lefs fo impudent as to ajfare our [elves of that 
CroWn, before r»e have Defer ved it. Seeing then the Prat eft ants by 
tki* their proclor> renounce all Inch merit anddefert^ they mujl needs 
alfo renounce their part of bewen, and not pre fume fo much as once 
to demand it, & c and much more after on the f tme point; making 
a Geometrical "Proportion neceffary , and to be in mam Merits, 
though not an Arithmetical. * 

3ailius Catccblfpart* ^,qu. 17. ut in Riyeti fithol.Ortbod. 
To. z.p.-$ 12,311. (I will not tire the Reader in vain with reciting 
t§e like words ofeach Author.) 

12. Lindanus in.^anoplU lib, 3. cap. 20,v&fequentibus. 
Sal-
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13. Salmeron 4</Galatas<#//?«MM?, 16,17,18» 
14. Becanus Tratl. Compe>d,£x Manualilib. J .cap. 19. de 

bonii operibus, 
15. Maldonatus Difpui.de Sacrament. Tom. 2. p. (mihi) 85, 

95.96,98, 189. Idtmin Luke 17*7,8. & fitpijjimein Mat . t f-
Mar. & Luke,e£*^ 

16. Genebrard in Pfal. 1 S.ver.i j , p. 107. & i nT/y .14* '? . 
894. e~ page 741. 

17. Pererius in Row.cap. 6 Dijput. \ o num. 53. 
18. Job. Arboreus Theofoph. lib. 2. cap. 17 1, 3 2,? 3. Sec how Mr. 
19. P i n t u s i n £ * 4 . 37-P ag e 422.423,&c. %"lT?v~ 
20. Lombardfenr.llb.idijl. 27. C . D . E . F . &J$*tuJ>< [Tn ? ^ c % t 

21 .Bonavent.in 4. 15. 5- p.i-arr. I . e£* 2/f»*. ̂ (/?. 27. 28^. charges 
22 Marfilius in 2. ^0.18 $.Concl.Z* & I* Aadradius. 
25 Franfcifc. Daventria Exegef.Contr. C*nfeft, Auguft f ^6. 
24. Gregor. de Valentia in Thom. Tom. 2. difp.%. <\u. 6. & de 

Gratia Divina cap. ult. 
25. Albertus in 1. dift'.41. art. 2. ad 2m «//•. 

26. Gabr. Biel. in i.fent. dift. 27 & in 4 </#7. 14- g-.M 
27. Ferrarienfis contra Cjentes cap.i^g. dub. ult. 
28. Adrian guodlib- 7- ^ . 4 . 
29. Almaini»2. in^frequ. 
30. Nicol. <fc Or belli* in 2. font, dift. 27. juft as Aquino* he 

anfwers, and out of Ricardus. 
31. A l l the Sorboniftsw *y4rtic Parijienf a facult.S.Thenl. 

Tarienf. determinat. art. 4, &c. £Vf <a credendum eft% 

peccatorem non folttm fidey fed ex operibus Juftificari, &c* Opera 
merentur v'ttam aternam & per confequens ^uftificant hominem: 
Not damnamur propter mala operarergo luftificamur propter bona, 
fid. Calvint hoc artic. Confnt. 

52-PennottusTropugnacu/. Libfrtat.buman.Lib.6*cap.i3.n & 
19 per totum 1 where he labours to prove that both Juftification 
and perfeverance are Merited de C'ongruo : andanfwers Dominic 
afoto^ho eontradifteth that Merit. 

33. Capreolus Defenf.Theol. Tho. lib.i.dft* 27 .*g o e s t h c 

Xame way as Aquinas, and fpeaks as cxaftly to the point as any of 
them, maintaining Meritum Gloria de Condigno ex Proponent 
Geometry a. etft non Arithmetical, velex aejttjilitate proportions el ft 

*ntitatU ; and laborioufly anfwers DuranXus. 
T »i 34.;SayriiE-

1 m 



(14*) 

34- Sayrus C1*™ Re&-lL i a T r * a ' r* ^ * 7" & 4 i ^ 6 " ? a m " 
tains fatisfaaion to God, and that it is principally to God as 
dif t ind from Reftitution which is to men only, and not to God. 
And this fatisfaftion they refer commonly to commutative Juftice. 
n/fquin. 3 qu. 8>. art l.fottu ft, 4 de<In/lit.q.6. art.l. Martin. 
Ledcfma 2,4. q. 18, art. 1. 'dub. I 5 • 4- Navar. *'« Manual, 
cap, 17 6. Pet. Navar. H.if. dereftitut. cap2.num.12. And 
Sayrus concludes that fatisfaftion is made even in Purgatory, i f 
Care be not taken in this life that the heirs of the deceafed make 
Rethtution \ though if they fail not through his default but their 
own he takes it for a fable,that the foul in purgatory muft fatis-
fic. So Adrian, guodlib. I l.dijjic. 6. V. ft tv eft. verb- Teft amen
tum : 2. queft. 9. fotus li- 4. de Inftit. qu. 6. art. I . ad I. m pne. 
Martin. Ledefm. 2,4. q> \%.art.\. dub, 15. cone/. 4. page 232. Col. 
2. Navar. in Man. cap. 17 numer.62. Pet Navar. li. 1, de Keftit. 
cap. 2. num. 23. & lib, ^..cap.q. dub. lz-'num.j',. Henriquez. li- I. 

See that grofs dspoenit. cap.6. §. I . in annot.liter: A- Mich. Salon, in 2. 2 qu. $. 
faying of je Dominio art. 5. in princip. & in qu. 62. ar-. I. in fine Gregor. 
bTcbZie^de d s V « l e n u i n 2 ' 2 ' MfP' 5 • 6 - V m B - 2 ' Ludovic.Lopez. li. 1. in-
Merit0 li.14. flruEl. confef . cap, HI. ut a Sayro Cit. 
c- I . § . I 6 . I'S.'ER.msinfent.lib. ^.diftin.27. §.5. per tot. page85,86. & li, 

2.p.^6. 
% 6. Jofeph. de Voif in de Lege D ivina)cap, 8. pag. 57,5 8. ex 

Sepher Ikkarim Judaeo. 
37. Raymundus defabundisTheolog. 2fjtural.Titul.$2.$agc 

126. where he faith that premium debetur de Jure Natura, &c. 
38. The Rhemifts on the N . Teft. frequently: as Luke- 20. 

Mat. 2$. Rom. 2. Rom. 11. 3cc. 
39- Viguerius Jnftitut. cap.9. §.3. verf. 1. & 3>4- fol.102. de-

livereth (as he ufeth to do in other things) the fame as Aquinas 
(colleaing together his difperfed fayings.) 

40. Laftly, the Council of Trent^ Seilion 6. though they pur-
pofely went lower then many of their Dodors formerly had 
done, yet fay far more then ever I faid : Yea Bellarmir.e (ubi 
fupr.) affirmeth that they judged as he doth. 

To name more were more eaffc? then ufeful: He that will be at 
the pains to fearch the cited -places of thefe,lhail foon h"nd,how far 
the Fear of God was from ading inthe fouls of Mr. gyre and Mr . 
Cr. when they affirmed that the worf tof the Papifts do give no 

more 
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more to works then I , nor hold them Meritorious any otherwife 
then I , who wholly difclaim the very fitnefs of the Name, much 
more the proportion of our works to the Reward. 

Let thole Readers that know it not already, obferve alfo that 
the Papifts very much differ about the doctrine of merit among 
themfelves : Infomuch ay our Moderate and Learned Divines, 
do even in the point of Merit of Condignity, take the difference 
to be but about the very name of Merit, between us and fome o f 
them, and not the Thing. Yet even thefe, whom our Divines ufe 
to cite as on our fide, do give more, in words at leaft, to mans 
works then ever I durft do : For they think the name of merit to 
he fit, and fo do not 1 : ( belides that in their do&rine of fatisfa-
ftions they go yet further and ufe more unfeemly terms then in 
the former.) 

The Divines that give leaft to Merit, as denying Condignity, 
Me$cotusrega,qerfon,$tella,CaJfander}&.c. Yet thefe go fur
ther then I dare follow them. 

1. Scottts affirmeth that Merit urn eft Caufa JnftrumentalUre-
fpetlu pramii^ & per meritum acquiritur pramium. I take mans 
works to be no Caufes of the Reward, as fuch, nor to be Merits. 
(Fid. Scot, in l.fent.dift. ljtq. 2. &) in ^,fent% d f t . I . q. 'y'foU 
(mihi) 13. p- 2. he faith, hoc abfolute concedhur. Etin q.fent. 
dift. 14. qu. 2. fol. 124,125. Jlttritioeft Difpofttio Jive meritum 
de Congruo ad deletionempeccati mortals & induflionem Juftitia, 
&C. et poftea : in illo inftanti infunder etur Gratia9 quia pr ace {fit, 
meritum fufficiens de Congruo, & o quarenon Juftifcabitur in ul
timo inftanti, & o Vide etiam in q.fent. dift. 2. q. I .fol. 19. & dift. 
i%.q. 2. fol. 118. K.&dift. 22. q. I . art. 7.fol. 169. &dift. 49. 
q.l.fol.265. 

2. Vega himfelf faith in Opufc.de hift'ftc.q 7.prop. 4. Fides 
& alia bona operafiuibm difponimur ad gratiam gratum facientem, 
CMeritoriafunt ex Congruo ejufdem gratia & noftra lufifcationu, 
Et in Defenf. Concil. li. 8. c. 8. To[funt peccatores fide, fpe, di-
leftione, eleemofjna, pcenitentia & martjrio & aliis bonus operi
bus Mercri ex Congruo gratiam Juftificationi*. Where did ever I 
fay this much ? 

3. Vide & Alvarez de AuxiUhfoymg too much,<////>• 59' &-oq. 
per tot. 

4. Vide er ft^m in Luc. cap. 17. page 222. u 
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$.Gerfon faith, de Defcript. Terminer. Meritum (ingenere ) eft 

alius laudabilisfactus ad bonnm alterius, vere, vel interpretative, 
velreputativepro quo exigitur pramium: dicitur reputative prop
ter Deum, qm bonorum noftrorum non eget. Et meritum vita aterna 
eft aUus laudabilis,e*r.pro quo Dignificat Deusbominemad vitam 
atemam. He faith alfo, Operumpart.^fol.^zg.A Sdtt.Gromorfii, 
that God hath a Law, qua nonliget adfui obfervationem : earn 
qutppe deferens pcenam non incurrit : Impletio tamen ejus pramium 
mtretur & Coronam. Etfol. 3 ip . D. he faith that Vita nature 
( fine gr*tia) poteft merer* bona temporalia ; and that not ex patio, 

fed propter quandam adaquationem operum bonorum fuorum de ge-
nere, ad bonum tempora/e, & fape de (fongruo ad vitam Qratia 
difponit. 

6. CMelchiorCanusLoc. Com, 1.12.pag. (mibi) 4^0. <T>upli-
ces funt operations noflra. Quadam quas noftro nomine reddimus, 
& qu£ noftra Gratia Meritifque nituntur ut Sleemofyna & feju-
nium. 

S E C T . I V . 

J W i l l trouble my felf and the Reader with no more of this 
work. Only that ail this be not mifufed to the further aliena

tion of mens minds from each other, then there is juft caufe, I fay 
again that 1 .A l l the Papifts are not to be charged with the opinion 
ot iome 1 Soto and Tome others deny all merit of Congruity. 
£ « * w , a n d many more Schoolmen and others, deny all merit o f 
Condignity, fave what is ex pMo : ( vid. Scot, i.fint. dtft. i j . Q 
2. pag. 108. ( Edit. Venet. 1506.) Some of them, as DurandusZ 
^rimmenfts. & c . deny all proper merit of Condignity whe
ther ex opener ex patio, and differ not from Proteftants 'in this 
any further then in the ufe of the name, wddenfr is o far 2 

* ? C h ? ? < m m a n Y ° ^ u r D i ^ r j h e 
kn!^'i J u m Plous Divine and the beft Chriftian, that ac-
knowJedgethnomentatall. And C*»**rm* and Vaulus Bur-
genfis are content to go with him : And the reft of the Papifts 
mih Ontarenus that held the conference at Kambone with our 

Divines, 
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Divines,for Reconciliation, did confent tolayby the very word 
Mer i t : and ours confented to forbear to fay, we are juftified by 
Faith only, and fo we and they did wholly agree in the point o f 
Merit. 

2. Yea, I may add that their latter writers, efpecially the Eng-
lifti,do feem more willing to withdraw frOrn the higher fo r t , and 
to give lefs to Merits, then others formerly did. And I can truly 
fay, that of all the Papifts that ever I conferred with, I never yet 
met with two that dicfnot difclaim merit with feeming zeal, and 
profefs to truft in the fole merits o f Chrifts. Though I confefs 
I am jealous that this Reformation is not general in other Coun
tries, but calculated to the Meridian of* England : becaufe the 
Jefuites and Priefts know that the odium-'of the name of merit, is Blftop iht Pa-
a great prejudice to their caufe, therefore they do not here indue p ^ f " " f a ^ 
their profelytes fo deeply with this Do&rine : Flowever it be, I juflific'ftn' 
am glad it is fo for the poor peoples fake. Their late Chriftian Wotton-pag, 
Moderator, mentioned* fome late profefsion of theirs, wherein m*) frith, 
they profefs that by Merit, they mean nothing but Rewardable; **ff%£*m 

andRewardablenefsnoProteftaritdenyeth. ' wifinS!(at 
Many of them are content to deny the name of merit, to that y m have beard 

of Congruity before Converfion. Petrus a SanSoffofephin Suavi often before) 
Concordia, pro fcientia Med.Difput. r . 'de Prtdeft.Setl. 4. f*g- 35, ^ - " f 7 / ^ 
36,&c. faith, Ajfertio X.Excommuni omnium Catholicorum Sen- ^ J ^ ^ 
tentia prima Gratia non datur ex merit is naiuralibuiiipfizt prate- m e r G r a c g 

jUnati, Jed ex mera Dei liberal ft Ate & mifereco'dia, q. d. of God, 
initium IttfttfcatianU non effe ex poM, fed ex Dei Gra> through the _ 
tia &C rftentof chnfl 

And Francifcus a SanR.t clara, is fo moderate as to fay ( pag* outanymrVof 
.157,136. /;'. Dens natura%Grat,) Non omnu promijfu Qondhiona the fmnerhim* 
tainducitt itulnm luftitia Tromljfario : ficttt in Scripturisdum felf. 
promittitur peccatoribvs Remijfiofi' pamtuerint, CoUatio Rem'ffiw1* 
velprimagrmi.t, non eft ex jufittiaffecundum omnes ; quia requy-
ritur folum m difpofitio adillam, nonut opusfuffciens adfandandum 
Juftitiam, JuftitU ergo oritur ex Conditionefolum quaextgn 
quandam condignitatem operis, non folum aliqualem decentiarn operta 
& operantis. And indeed moft or all of them difclaim this juitice 
in their merit of Congruity. I would they would fay P l a i n t y , i £ 

is no merit at all : aud fay the like of their merit of Con* 
d i ^ ' y One 
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One thing more I would fay to prevent mifunderftandings, and 

abufes of others. I t will be exceeding neceffary for young men, 
that have not read the Papifts themfelves, to gather what is their 
judgement from our molt learned, judicious Divines, who knew 
what they faid of them and were not carried by pafiion or pre
judice to wrong them : and not to take all for cerrain that every 
hot Preacher fpeaks of them at random ; nor that fome lefs ju
dicious and more pafsionate writers do affirm : For, to fpeak 
freely and truly, many fuch there are that are better skilled in 
wounding then healing, in dividing , then doing our common du
ty againft divifions, and in mif-reporting or draining words to the 
utmoft advantage of the enemy of peace. 

I f you ask me who thofe writers be that I would commend to 
fuch, as dealing moft candidly and truly with the Papifts in this 
point , and from whom a young Schollar may credibly take an 
eftimate of their Dodrine: I Anfw. Among many others, thefe 
feven .1 would commend to you for this ufe, as the faithfulleft Re
porters of the Popifh Doctrine of Merit. D*venant^de Infiit. 
Ailual,Wottonde Reconcil. Chamier}de Merit, in Tauftr. Voffius 
in Thef.de Meritis bon. operum. Camero^TreleEi. &c. Dr. Field of 
the Church, and Bifliop ZJfler, 

Not that I would difparage any other faithful men ; but I will 
name to young men but few. 

And becaufe it will not only (hew Mr, Crandons and Mr. Eyres 
unworthy dealing with me, but may be a means to keep the 
younger Schollars from mifapprehenfions of the true ftate of the 
Controverfie herein between the Protettants and the Papifts, and 
fo may prevent the guilt of much fin many waies I will here an
nex the words of one of thefe Divines, ( faithfully tranflated, for 
the ufe of the Ertglifh Reader. ) 

Daver.ant, ( de Infta. abluali cap. 53.) thus opens the ftate o f 
the Controverfie. 

What the Adverfaries hold concerning this , and what is to be held 
according to the Rule of Verity, 1Jhall next Jhew. And feeing that 
on both fides mthu Controverfie, the Authority of the holy Fathers 
u Wont to kt pretended, it will be Worth the labour to vremije in a few 
^ds^Whatoccurrethinthem^hichmayfeem favour either the 
fdverfartesor us : This therefore in the firfl place mufi be or anted 
ihat the Words merit and meriting etre frequently u/ed bj the Latinl 

* Fathers* 
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* Fathers. Hence the Papifts% becaufe they often find the word merit * A n d t h e f i , s 

in the writings of the Fathers, ery out, that they are all againft the by the Greelf 
'Proteftants. 'But they make tkemfelves ridiculous,Who in a queftion Bathers, 
about the mofl weighty point of Faith, do reft on one Word, and that 
evilly wrefled beftdes, yea againfi the mind of all the Fathers. For 
with the Fathers, To merit ^fignifieth nothing elfe,then To obtain or 
get fome benefit from God, a good work mediating ( or being a 
means thereto). 4nd merit figmfieth With them nothing elfe , then 
A good work ordinated of God to Reward , (or to be rewarded). 
Therefore to merit eternal life, is to do thofe works which according to 
C/ods Ordimtion are the means' of coming to it. If any man will in 
this fenfe call the good Works of the Regenerate merits, to wit, be
caufe they are Ordinated of God to the Reward, and fhall fay, that the 
Regenerate do merit life eternal, btcaufe, walking in the way of Gods 
Commandmentsthey at lift, God rewarding them, obtain the Crown 
of Eternal glory, in the manner of fpeaking he agreeth with the Fa' 
thers ; and in the thing it felf with us, in both he differeth from the 
Tapifts.-* • ityindif, leaving the Fathers, we defcendto the 
antienter and founder Schoolmen,we Jhallfindewiththem alfo that this 
word merit doth denote only works grateful and acceptable , and doth 
not include either any Condignity to the Reward of eternal life , on 
the part of the Works, nor Debt on Gods part, according to Jnftice , 
properly fo called. Parifienfis in T r a f r de Merit, thus Writeth, Of 
this Which is commonly faid, that fome works are meritorious of eter
nal life, and that by every work done in charity, amandeferveth 
eternal life, it no way feemeth that by the Condignity of any Work,, a 
man can deferve eternal life. 

Aquinas, though he grant merit of Condignity inWords, I . 2. q. 
114. a. 3. yet indeed he denyeth it, When he excludethfrom this me
rit equality of fuftice. For he teacheth ib.a. U Juftice is a certain 
equality ; and therefore ftmplyfuftice is between them, Who have , 
fimply an equality. 5 But in thofe, in whom fuftice is fe-
cundum quid, andnot jimplyyin them alfo the reafon of merit is not 
fimply,——But it is manifeft, that between god and man there is 
the great eft inequality , and therefore there can be no merit of 
man with God, but upon prefuppofttion of Divine Ordination ; that 
t s i f 0 th it man may obtain that of God AS a Reward, by his oWnwdrk, 
to which God did depute to him the vertueof working. From which 
words /gather, that Aquinas by merit evenof Condignity, did mean 

JV 2 mthing 
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nothing elfe, then A work that fi>ould obtain the Reward by Gods Or' 
dination9 without equality of value to the Reward, Without Debt of 
Iuflice in God to give the ReWard. Whence he faith, fine art. ad 3. 
That our attion hath not the nature of merit, but upon prefuppofi* 
tion of Divine Ordination^ and that God is not made a Debtor Jim" 
ply to us% but to h'tmfelf - in as much as it is dm that his Ordination be 
fulfilled. Durandus, by a meritorious aB underftandeth nothing el/e, 
then an ait erdinjble to ReWard^and exprefly denyethjhat merit of 
Condignin fir idly taken, can be in man to God:. To thefe I may an-
xxmerate Scotus, Gregory, Oceam, Gabriel, Alfonfus and vtry 
many other Papifts of beft note, W^o profejfedly taught that the 
Works sf the righteous done by the help of Grace, had yet no intrin-
fecalCondignity'to eternal life , but as to this Reward 3 they wholly 
reft ed on the gracious acceptance and promifeofGod.We will not there
fore have any fontroverfte with the Fathers, nor with thefe founder 
Schoolmen, about the bare Word merit, (though it be much better 
andjaferto abftatn from this Word) but weWill contend a gain ft the 
latter Papifts, whofo defend merit, as that for thefe Works which they 
tall merit st they affrmGodhimfelf to be in Iuftice a Debtor to ment 

and do make a Condignity or Equality between thefe merits of man 
and the ReWard of Eternal glory. So far Davenant. 9 

And i f Proteftants can fo far digeft fuch words of thofe o f 
Aqmnas which I cited, by the help of other explications as to 
profefs that we differ but in words from him, (who fpeaketh more 
narfhiy then moftof the ancient Schoolmen) I leave it then to 
the^nqmry of the learned, and moderate, what the number of 
the Papifts proportionably may be, that we agree with , or differ 
from m this pomy 
with Fathers and fuch Papifts about the bare name of merit, I leave 

n f l ^ t } o n > W l t h w h a * peaceablenefs and fobriety Mr. Cr. 
and Mr. E. did write, and how like to Proteftants they dealt in 
makir^ r a e^Papift,whodifclaimthe very name of merit: yea' in 
faying that the worft o f Papifts m a i n J n n 0 other merit ̂ hen ? 
do, who deny ail, properly fo called. 

O f f l S h r i ^ m ^ i ? t e % P e n d i x t 0 h i s third Book of the 
r u S r S ^ ^ f V . P a P ^ , a s faying the fame with us about 
S S ^ 3 ? 4 ? t e f t a n d h e W v e t h even o f Staphtons 

nm at the conference at RatMone . folly; agreed in the poiniof 
Juftificatbn, 
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Juftification, and concluded to reprefs the very term of merits: 
cap H> & 12. vid. etiam li. 5. append, part 3 />• 2. 

Chamier cites Sotus f Latomus, (froppertts, tfAndradus, Gregor. 
deValentia, Hofius, as fpeaking againft merit of Congruity before 
Juftification : the Council of Trent, as neither affirming nor 
denying it : and Durandut as denying proper merit of Condignity, 
and Conrad. Chirgjm as following Scotus in affirming it, to be on
ly ex patio. 

Chentnitiw, Exam.Concil. Trident. in qtt. ^.de bonis operib. p. 
185. (cited alfo by Davenmt) faith thus, In the Reconciled, Qood 
Works do pleafe God for the Mediator , and h tve rewards corporal 
andfpbittial in this life, and after this life : but of the free Promife 
of God, not that <Jod u made our Debtor for the ptrfeUion and digni
ty of cur works : t^4nd in thus fenfe eur (Divines ) do not akhsr the 
Word merit; as it was ufed by the Fathers. 

See alfo what is cited out of Bucer and Calvin^ in the fame place 
by Davenant, p. 5 7 2, 

Voffius The/, de -mer. operib. p. 66. faith, We dar$ not Wholly 
condemn the word (or name o f ) meriting, as being ufed by very ma
ny of the ancients, and ufed by the Reformed Churches in their (fon-

fejftottsy as the Auguftane and Wettemberg : yet We think it fitter 
to fpeak^ .as the Scriptures^ efpecially When the Word merit is ambi
guous, and especially in our age, is dangerous in refpett of pride. 

Mr. Wotton de Reconc. cap. ult. 0. 399. 403. brings in many 
Papifts againft merit of Congruity ( and ib againft our being by 
works put into a ftate of Juftification ) > and taking it to be no 
merit, but a meer difpofition that went before Juftification. As 
Capreol. in q.d. 14.9.1 te>. 3. Ar.tonius Pathujfa. li. degrat. & pra-
defl. c. 6. & de lib. arb. cap. 6. St D&win, Sotus , & Petrus Sotus 
H. de In/lit. Sacerd. left. 9. de pcenit. Hofius in Confeff. Cat hoi. 
«?7$? And Suarezfaying,*/, f. 37.*?. 2. Hte eft communis fen-
tentia Theologorum. And Bellarmine and Vega confefsing that it is 
but a controverfie about a word : And p. 4co. he faith ; Some 
perhaps will expetl that I debate this opinion of the Pap'tfts about merit 
of Congrttity : But it feems tome a thing net to be done, becaufe I 
have made it clear, that it belongs not to the Faith of the £hurch of 
Rome, cf which alone I hold controverfie with the Papifts. And 
ftewing that the fpeeches of forae paiticular Papifts gave our 
divines occafionto difpute ttiis queftion, he' concludes-, But for 

V. 3̂  m** 



me, 7 think I oughtt0 pardoned 9 if I do knowingly and purpofely 
abflain from that difputation , cf Which there is no foot (I ep in the 
Council of Trent , in fo long, and fo artificially and accurately 
compofed a Definition of luftif cation. 

And thus I have truly (hewed, both in word and deed, how far 
the Papifts go beyond me, in the Doctrine of merit ; and yet have 
given you the Judgement of our moft learned Divines, concern
ing the true ftate of the Controverfie (in part ) left any (hould be 
provoked by miftake, to think that we differ further then we do. 
For my part I am in this matter of the fame Judgement as Dave-
nant and juft fo far as he,do I differ from them , in the point of 
merit and Juftifkationby works, i f I be able to underftand his 
meaning and mine own : and this I cheerfully and unfeignedly 
profefs : But every angry man that out-goeth him, I cannot ac
company. 

C H A P . V I I . 

W)oat it it that I mean by Antinomianijm : And 
what I take to be the truth which it oppofeth. 

THere are yet two parts of my task remaining, which I under
took, in referrence to the offended Antinomians, before I 

come to the exceptions of the Orthodox. The firft is,to acquaint 
the world what it is that I call Antinomianifm : Mr. S. and Mr. 
Cr. would perfwade men that I mean the Proteftant Religion and 
that an Antinomian and an Anti-Papift with me are all one Were 
it but t o convift thefe men of falffiood, I would fay nothing to 
this; it being as needlefs to impartial men, as to convict a Maho
metan of errour.But becaufe I would leave no room for unbro-
therly jealoufies, nor matter of this kind for unconfcionablecen-
lonoulnefs to work upon, I will freely declare what arethofe 
opinions which I take to belong to the Antinomians, as differing 

from 



from the Proteftants ? Though as I know every Antinomian holdethi 
not them a l l , fo 1 will not call them Antinomians that hold but fome 
of the leffer and more innocent ; (though I think the Jeaft be very 
bad. ) 

And that what I fliall mention are indeed the Antinomifts opinions, I 
appeal to the Reverend Minifters that have converfed with them, efpecially 
about London : as alfo to the writings of T>r.Cri/pe->ToWniCornrval1Eatons, 
Den, ' altrtwrjh , and the reft well known among us : as alfo to Mr. Welds 
Rife, Reign, ar.d Ruineof Antinomianifm and Familifmin New-England:-
as alfo to the writings of our Divines againft them : efpecially Mr . Gather,, 
Mr. Buries, Mr. Kutherfcrd, Mr. Bedford, Mr. Geree, Dr. Taylor. 

And that you may fee what I hold, as well as what I difclaim, I will give 
the two extreams in two Columnes, and that which I take to be both the 
Truth and the Doctrine of the Reformed Churches,in the middle. 

A n c i n o m . 

I . TpArd<moffw,Re-
conciliation,and 

rfujlificAtion are Im
manent its in 
God, and from Eter
nity : So that even be
fore men believe , yea 
before they did fin, yea 
before they were born, 
yea before ever Chrijl 
dyed for them, the 
Eletlx were Actually, 
faftified,. pardoned, 
and Reconciled to Godt, 
though not mani-

fefied 

Tmth. 

it / ^ o d did of his 
V _ I own good plea-

fure Decree from Eter
nity , to do all that he 
doth in time : and par
ticularly to give to cer
tain Individual determi
nate perfons , faving 
faith in Chrift5and there
upon pardon and Juftifi
cation, or Right to Im
punity, and to life. But 
this Decree is no A8ual 
Juftification or pardon, 
nor-gives them the fa id 
Right ; but fuppofeth it 
aot yet given 5 -elfe God 

could 

P a p i f l s a n d o the r s 
in the.other extream. 

1. Z^od did not from 
Eternity Im

mutably and perem
ptorily Decree the actu
al, abfolute ^ufiif ca
tion, pardon or falva-
tion of any Individual 
perfons,but only of Be
lievers in general, or 
men if they,wil believe, 
never decreein? infal-
Itblj toiaufe any I ̂ di
vidual perfons fo to Be
lieve: or at leaft. he was 
moved by the forefeen 

works. 



Anrfnora. Truth. 
felled fuch, nor f u f t - c™ld n o t 

* j • r l„- after to give i t : Juftinca-

feeltng. immanent act,nor is any 
Eternal ad called Jtiftirt-
cation in Scripture, nor 
any Infidel or impeni
tent (inner, {aid to be 
Juftified. 

Contrajy-Bxrrfam. 
works of men to decree 
this for them : attd fo 
the Canfe of the diffe • 
re nee, between them and 
others, is originally of 
themfelves. 

2. f f e f t u Chrift was fo 
J thepublick per-

fen, containing in Gods 
Account all the Elect, 
that they did in Gods 
Account, or inLaw-
fenfe , obey, and per
fectly by obeying, ful
fill all the Law in 
Chrift: So that God and 
his Law do take them 
thereupon, though yet 
unborn , as having 
perfectly in Chrift 
obeyed. ( Mr. Qr. 
faith few cenfidera-
hle men own this.) 

2. TEfus Chrift being 
*~ God and man, and 

by the Union of natures in 
one perfon,being capable 
even in the humane na
ture to merit for others; 
did as the fecond Adam , 
perfectly obey the Law , 
and by that and his fuf-
feringsdid merit of God, 
all that good, which 
Chouid a ftcr be conferred 
on the Elect, ( or any 
others) for that confide-
ration j but we did not in 
Gods account or the 
Laws, obey our felves in 
Chrif t : nor did he there
in perfonate any man 
more then other- nor did 
God intend man the be
nefits immediately,but in 
his time and way. 

3. #E(*a Chrift'fatis- J.] EfusChrift,as the pub. 
J fied Gods fuftice l i J i e Sponfor, did bear 

as in the perfon of all f h e punifhment deferved 
bis ^ °^ ^ e w o r ^ ' 

and 

2. f~*Hnft (fay fane) 
was fo oblig

ed as a Creature' to 
keep the Law, as that 
be did it for him-
f e l f , or at the ut-
moft that he might 
be a fit Redeemer, as 
having no guilt of 
his own r But he did 
not obey for us, fo 
as to merit any thing 

for us at Gods hands 
thereby : And as a 
Creature, he was un
cap able of meriting at 
Gods hands,for htmftelf 
or for us i ( f 0 feme of 
our moff learned Di
vines fay.) 

3. ^JfUE S-ocmms 
fay, that ^fefus 

Chrift did not undergo 

any 



Antlnom. 
Us Elect • fo that in 
Law-fmfe and Gods 
account,They them-
felves didfatisfe in 
and by Chrifi 9 and 

. it was to them all 
one as if they had 
fatisfied in their 
natural persons, fo 
that Chrifis fuffer-
ings were the pro
per full execution 
of the threatning 
of the Law to man\ 
and fo acquits them 
ip fo f a & o , on the 
meer fuffering 5 and 
fo it is theirs as 
paid or fuffer ed by 
Chrifi, and Accept
ed by God, without 
Or before any fur. 
ther means of con
veyance or Appli
cation, to give them 
a right in it, or its 

fruits. {This opini
on is inconfiflent 
with the former : 
for if we perfectly 
obeyed in Chrift, 
what need we to 
fuffer for. difobedi
ence in Chrifl? at 

leaft 

Truth. 
and made to his Father a 
fatisfadion fuffieient for 
the fins of a i l : But this he 
did in the perfon of a Me
diator, that undertook to 
bear this penalty , and not 
in the perfon of the Eled, 
or any particular finner, fo 
as that in Law-fenfe , they 
themfelves might be faid to 
have fatisfied in him as ful
ly as i f in their natural per
fons they had born the 
whole penalty of the Law, 
for every fin : And he be
ing not himfelf the offen-
dor , but the Mediator , 
Chrifts facrifice was not the 
proper fulfilling of the Law 
according to the fenfe of 
its Threatning to man , 
but a valuable confidera-
tion, on which God might 
grant pardon and Grace to 
linners in his time, and on 
fit terms, with the honour 
of his wifdom, J uftice and 
Mercy. And fo being a re-
fufable payment: it was ac
cepted but to thofe ends 
which the Gofpel manifeft-
eth, viz. that men might 
have pardon and life given 
them by a Law of Grace 
in and with Chrift.: and not 
be pardoned ipfo fatlo , on 
the fatisfadion * Though 
fatisfadion ftridly refpe-
ding God as Legiflator 

and 

Contrary Extream. 
any penalty for ourfins 
as the meritorious or 
promeritorious Caufe', 
but only as occafions : 

t and that he did 
not make any fat is-

faction to Gods tfu> 
ftice for us : but 
only fuffer from the 
cruelty of wicked 
men, and not as 
from a $uftf offend
ed God : and fet 
us a coppf or ex
ample of Patience 
by his death, for 
our Imitation. O-
thers fay , that 
Chrifl did fatisfe 

for fin* ; but fo e-
qually for all men, 
that he had no [pe
dal intent in his 
dying, of commu
nicating Pardon , 
Zfufltfication, and 
the other benefits 
of his death , any 
more to his Elect, 
or any known In
dividual perfons 5 

then to all the reft 
of the world : And 
thai he intended 

X no 



I 
Antinom. 

leaji for any fin ex
cept original , if for 
that f I will not call 
this opinion properly 
Antinomian, be caufe 
fome of our own have 
(poken too incaute-
loujly about it: but in -
deed it is this or the 
former , that mufl 
animate all their er
rors, and is the very 
life and foul of them 
all: fo that they,can
not be avoided, if one 
of thefe be held.) 

^ \ f \ r Ben Chrift 
V V hadfuffer-

ed and rofe again ju
ftified, All the Elect 
did in Law fence and 
Cods account rije ju
ftified in Chrift: and 
fo their juftifi'cation 
before God is com-
pleated: and they are 
as righteous as Chrift 
himfelf was righteous, 
as having the fame 
righteoufnefsjjy being 
then reputatively in 
Mm, when he was ju-

ftified. 

O S 4 ) 
Ttutb. 

and Rector per Leges , be 
for all men; yet i f you take 
the word as comprizing all the 
ends and intents of God and 
the Mediator, fo, as God. did 
fpecially intend the infallible 
juftification and falvation of 
his E led , by Chrift, fo did 
Chrift-dying intend the fame ; 
and therefore to give them 
faith to that end. But we muft 
ftill carefully diftinguifh be
tween that which Chrift offer
ed and God accepted as Rector 
and Lawgiver $ and his further 
J ntendmentŝ  as Determiner of 
Events, and fo as the Elector 
of his chofen. 

Contrary Extream: 
no more but to 
give out a conditi
onal pardon to all3 

without determi
ning to caufe any 
infallibly to per
form that condi
tion 3 and fo be 
actually partakers 
of thofe benefits. 

4. / ^ H r i f t might be faid 
V_^upon his Refurrecti-

on to be juftified himfelf, fo 
far as he might be faid by fu-
fception and imputation of 
our faults to be guilty. But 
no individual perfon was a-
ctually juftified in that his 
juftification. And though 
even as the publique perfon, 
he might be faid to be then 
juftiried, yet he never was fo 
the publique perfon, as that 
we were really or reputa
tively then actually exiftent 
in him, nor confequently ju-
ftified in him : No man be
ing in him,united to him, or 

a 

4 . ^ p # < ? Socinians 
A make our righ-

teoufnefs to conftft 
wholly in our own ho
ly Qualifications and 
actual obedience, and 
the pardon of fm 
without any fatisfa-
clion to ~$uflice : 
And therefore that 
as the fins of the 
World were never 
charged upon Chrift y 

fo far as to caufe 
him to undergo the 
penalty for them 3 fo 

he 



Antiiioml 
ftified. So that as tru
ly as Chrift himfelf 
was righteous by his 
obedience, fatisfacti
on and refurrection, 

fo truly and perfectly 
with the very fame 
righteoufnefs are all 
the Elect righteous, 
though yet unconver
ted, and the groffeft 
firmer s , or p erf ecu-
tors of the truth • yea 
as Righteous when 
perfecutors, as when 
penitent and belie
vers : for even belie
vers can be no more 
righteous then Chrifl 
himfelf. 

5. r^Brifi is the 
only perfon 

Covenanted with by 
God: or the New 
Covenant is not 
made to us, but to 
Chrifl only, and with 
him : Or ( as 0-
thersfay, that would 
feem more under 
flanding) The New 
Covenant is not-

made 

C ^ 5 ) 
Truth, 

a Member o f him, but by 
Faith. But when they exift 
by faith,then they are in him 
the head And as to the 
bearing of fin or punifh-
ment, and the fatisfadion of 
Juftice, Chrift was in the 
place o f mankinde in gene
ral, and not o f the eled on
ly : fo may it be faid of his 
rifing from that puniih-
ment, though it was for the 
Eled fpecially, as \o the in-
tention of their Good. Our 
Righteoufnefs therefore be
fore we believe cannot be 
faid to be in Chrift dying or 
rifing adually,but only cau-
fally, as the effed in a meri
torious caufe, not yet legal
ly applyed to our feives. 

5. A S the eternal will of 
x \ the Father and fon, 

concerning mans Redempti-
on,may be improperly called 
a Covenant between the Fa
ther and Son,and the promi-
fes of a Saviour to the world, 
may be called a Covenant to 
man concerning a Redeem
er , and the prophetical pre-
didions or promifes made 
before Chrifts incarnation, 
and direded as to him incar
nate, may be alfo improper-

X 2 ly 

Contrary Ext ream. 
he could not he faid 
to be juftified from 
any fuch charge up
on his Refurrection, 
when he overcame 
the fuffering. And 
fo that his Refur
rection was but to 
confirm his Media-
torjhip and doctrine, 
and put him in a 
capacity of Ruling 
and teaching us, and 
not the conquefl of 
any penal Offer
ings. 

5. J Efus Chrifi on* 
* ly undertook 

on his part to fa-
titfie Gods Zfuftice 
for the fins of all. 
alike , and with 
equal Intention of 
their Good. And 
God only gave him 
the World as his 
purchafe hereupon, 
that he might pro-



AntJnom. 
made with us imme-
diatly and directly, 
but only as we are in 
Chrift, and fo con-
Sequentially and in
directly with us. 
( Hence it would 

follow, that there is 
no promife to us, 
but only for us to 
Chrift : and that 
there is no duty im-
pofed on us by the 
Covenant , but on
ly on chrifl : and 
they profefs that 
Chrift is the only 
Undertaker, and the 
Condition is requi
red only of him, 
and not of us, and 
therefore fay that it 
is his fin if we 
break Covenant, and 
let him fee to it : 
May, how can we 
break or keep Cove
nants with God j if 
none be made with 
us ? Or how can we 
be faid to be in Co-
*%%nant with God f 

Contrary Extream. 
the terms of 

Mercy to them, con
tained in the 2isw 
Covenant made with 
man : v i z . That 
whofoever will Re
pent and believe 

Truth. 
ly called a Covenant then 
with the Son ; fo we readily 
confefs, that there was a pe-
ctiliarLaw impofed onChrift 
incarnate concerning our re
demption, and peculiar pro-
mifes made to him on condi
tion of his performance of 
his part for our Redempti- fia/l be Caved: and 
on j and that this is fitly cal- rQ U a q j e u h 

led a Covenant between • 
God the Father and the Me
diator ; and that the giving 
of the Elect: to Chrift to be 
infallibly drawn to believe, 
a n A { 0 i 0 h ^ ? Q M i T ~ gutf™g Gr'aW^ofuU 
ed,fandified and glorified,* fill t h e conditions But 
part of the matter of that r*J*,* „ r i ' D l y 
Covenant. But that is a di- God™™r aave the 
ftincl: Covenant from that 
which is made to man-.There 

befides that,a new Cove 

Natural Free-will, 
afsifted with an in
different, fuffcient, 
univerfal,non- diftin* 

is 

Elect to Chrift, ante
cedently to their own 
Believing, any more 

nant or Law of Grace enact- then others. Nor did 
edbyGod Redeemer,which chrifl"undertake , or 
determmeth on what terms p r p 0 f e ^ ^ 

encing Grace to draw 
them any more. then 
others to believe. 

juftification.and falvation,& 
other fubordinate benefits 
fhali be due in Law-fence, 
and fo prefcribeth man his 
duty and the condition, & giveth him right to the be
nefits: According to this Law fhali we be judged And 
this is not made withChrift,but with us. Goddoth not 
promife Chrift to pardon him or U s , i f Chrift will re-

^ o n r t ^ ' ? / ; \ n t h e

f

G o ^ l fenfe. I t i s a moft 
weighty & needful thing for every Chriftian to fee the 

t h r K ^ ^ ' ^ T ^ / f 1 1 ^ a n d t h e ^ e e m e r ^ n d t|atbe^ 

V - O i l he 



Antlnom. 
'He Cove- 6, 

0 5 7 ) 
Truth. 

6. 
A nant of 

Grace is ^Ab-
folute , and hath 
no proper conditi
on, as to us,but on
ly as to f f e f u s 
Chrift: The only 
Condition was, 
that Chrift fhould 
make fatisfaction 
for fin : and that 
is performed : 
There remaineth 

therefore no more 
condition to be per
formed. God doth 
not require faith 
or repentance of us 
as Conditions, but 
promise to give 
them as blefsings. 
We do but receive 
what he hath en
gaged himfelf to 
give. [The rea-
fons they give 
make Chrifts own 
fat is faction to he 
no more the condi
tion then our 
Faith': For that 
was Gods g i f t , and, 

God 

The Conditions of Gods 
Covenant with the Medi

ator are performed already -
And we confefs that as God hath 
revealed that he hath eleded fome 
determinate perfons infallibly to 
be faved, fo he hath revealed his 
decree to give them faith and new 
hearts, abfolutely, without any 
proper Condition on their part: 
And this revelation may be in fe-
veral refpeds called a predidion, 
a promife, or Covenant: But this 
is not the Covenant or Law of 
Grace, which conveyeth pardon, 
juftification and right to glory : 
None being named in i t , or fo 
defcribed,that they can know that 
it at all belongs to them, nor can 
plead any right from i t , t i l l it be 
already fulfilled, by the giving of 
the thing promifed. 3. But the 
New Covenant or Law of Grace 
which conveyeth Right to impu
nity and Salvatian to men, is con
ditional properly: and faith and 
repentance are properly conditi
ons : and no man (hall be fuftified 
by this Covenant without them. 
Not that God expedeth that the 
Eled perform this Condition by 
the power of Natural Free-will, 
without his fpecial grace- nor that 
it is uncertain to God, who will 
believe : But his Law of Grace as 
well as of Nature, being his means 
to rule the world, and to convey 
falvatkm to his Eled in a way fui-

X z . table 

Contrary Extream. 
6. Sf^ods Cove-

nant or 
promife of Grace is 
only conditional 
and the condition 
to be performed by 
Natural Free-will, 
afsi fled only with 
a General juffici-
ent Grace, by all 
that will have tfoe 
thing promifed. 
There is no juch 
thing as fecial E~ 
lection to Faith, 
but only an Ele
ction of fome to 
falvation, becaufe 
God forefaw they 1 

wouldbelieve when 
others would not: 
Nor is there fucha 
thing to be found 
in Scripture, as an 
abfolute promife 
of Faith or thefrfl 
faving Grace to 
any* The Scri
ptures ufually al> 
ledged for this are 
all perverted. Nor ' 
doth God give f e 
cial differencing \ 

grdccc 



Aminoci. 
God knew it be-

fore band, as well 
as he knows who 
will believe,) It 
is but a defcri-
ption of the per
fon whom God 
will fave, that we 
call a Conditio
nal promife ( f a y 
they,) and not fuch 
indeed. 

( U S ; 
Truth. 

table to their natures ; it feemed 
good to him to make his Promife 
or Law of Grace general and con
ditional, that the benefit might be 
freely accepted, and freely reject
ed, and the blame of mens perifh-
ing, as being unpardoned, might 
lie upon themfelves, and be char
ged on themfelves in Judgement, 
according to this Law.As alfo that 
Minifters might make a general 
offer of Chrift,and pardon to all, 
and have grounds to invite all to 
come in : with many other weigh
ty difcernable Reafons: I t is not 
this conditional Grant therefore 
by which G 0 d diftinguifheth man 
from man, til l themfelves diftin^ 

on : But it is Election, andthSfr-
iolute promife o f faith to the E-
lect,& the giving them that faith, 
which flrft makes the difference. 

Contrary Extream. 
grace to any, to 
caufe them to be
lieve , unlefs as 
by the good im
provement of their 
Natural parts, or 
of Common grace^ 
tbey f r f t M f f c r , 

ence themfdves 

frcm others by be. 
ing better prepa. 
red for that f e 
cial grace : elfe 
God ftwuld be an 
^Accepter of per-

fons. 

7. '^JNion with 
V Chrijl, and 

confequently puri
fication, go before 
Faith: For theffi-
rit is given us be
fore Faith : Elfe 
how could we be
lieve : and the 
Spirit flows from 
Chrift as our Head 
to us as his LMem

bers : 

7. '"PHe Scripture never men-
tioneth any Union with 

Chnft, or Juftification before 
Faith : but the contrary. That 
degree, of Spirit, which is 
promtfed frequently to them 
that believe, flows from Chrift 
as head to his Members : But 
that degree of the Spirit which 
is only to work Faith, is given 
by God who elected us, and 
is called his drawing u s t 0 

Chrift: And it is the ingraff-
mg us into Chrift, and bring

ing 

7* ^ H E Spirit 
is not at 

all given to caufe 
men to believe : 
but only belpeth 
them by a general 
Mfictent Grace. 
Scripture everput-
eth the giving of 
the Spirit after be
lieving, and not be
fore : They that will 

have 



Antinom. 
hers ' and there
fore we are Mem
bers of Chrifl, and 
United to him, and 
juflifted before we be
lieve. 

8. Qod loveth 
J his Elect as 

well before their 
Faith and Conver
fion, as after* He is 
unchangeable, and 
doth not love more 
or lefsnow , then he 
did from Eternity : 
And therefore he 
loved Paul as well 
when he was mur~ 
thering the Saints, 
as when he fuffered 
for Chrift himfelf: 
and loved M a -
naflfeh as well in 
his Witch-crafts and 
Idolatry, as when 
he repented, it js 

therefore legal and 
blafphemous for 
Preachers to (ay, 
that God hateth the 
Sleet unconverted? 

or 

Truth. 
ing us to him for Union, and 
giving the grace , which is the 
Condition on which Chrift is 
given to us in Union : and not 
a confequent of Union with 
him. The Spirit for Union flows 
from electing Grace before 
Union and Juftification. 

Contrary-Extream. 
have the Spirit» 
muftfirfl believe bj 
the help of the Go-
Jpel and Common 
Grace. 

8. T T O w Love is in G o d , 
X ~ l is paft our reach to 

know properly or exactly : 
But as we afcribe Love to him 
after the manner ofmen,fo muft 
we conceive o f the manner of 
i t , denying all humane imperfe
ction in it : As Gods Love is 
taken for his W i l l or Decree to 
do good to his Elect, fo it is 
eternal, and never varied.2.But 
as God hath made a general 
Law for Government, and that 
Law may change its moral ads 
as men change their ftate or 
adions, without any change in 
God ; and that Law determin-
eth what (hall be due to men, as 
well as from them ; and what 
the Law doth,God doth, there
fore when men are wicked,God 
is, as it were, their enemy , in 
Law-fenfe, and may be faid, as 
Redor according to Law , not 
to Love them, but to hate 
them, in that the Law doth not 
fpeak good of them but evil, 
and give them no Right to life, 
but to death. And when upon 

con-

8. Qod hath in 
J propriety of 

fpeech, that which 
we call in man 
Love, Hatred, &c. 
at leaft by an Ana
logic of Attribution: 
And his Love is 
not hisEffence, nor 
a Denomination 
from without, &c. 
but an affection or 
proper Act of his 
WtH : and this God 
really changetb^ as 
men change, and 
become more or 
lefs lovely in. his 
fight. Nor is this 
any diminution of 
the honour of Gods 
Immutability, nor 
contrary to thofe 
Scriptures that pro-
claim him unchang-

able. 



Antlnom, 
or that he loveth 
them after , any 
better then before* 
{And according to 
this Doctrine they 
muft hold it blas
phemous , to fay, 
that chrijl recon
ciled the Father to 
finners, or procured 
any Love to them, 
more then was to 
them before-, or that 
God loveth us in 
Cbrifl, or Accept-
eth us in the 
beloved, or is well 
pleafed with us in 
Ms Son, being as 
weH pleafed before* 
Nor can we flir up 
any to duty by the 
A^Apoflles motive, 
that with fuch fa-
crifice God is well 
pleafed, he being 
as well pleafed 
without it. Nor 
may we think a man 
in a regenerate 
ftate, any more 
happy then the un-
regenerate, as being 

better 

(160) 
Truth. 

conversion, the Law gives men 
Right to Life, and God is, as 
it were, obliged by it to do 
them good in fpecial, he may 
be faid,as Rector,to Love them 
in fpecial, whom before he ha
ted. So that the change is not 
in God, but in the finner , and 
the Law. 3. Alfo Gods im
manent Complacency, Appro
bation or Acceptance,called his 
Love , as it is not his E(fence 
limply confidered, but an ex-
trinfecal Denomination of it 
from the object, fo is it necef-
fary , both that we diverfifie 
that denomination, according 
to the diverfity of objects, and 
fay, He Loves the Believer who 
is Lovely , and hateth all the 
workers of iniquity, Pfal. 5. 5. 
and not that he loves the wick
ed as well as the Godly i and al
fo that we change fuch De
nominations when the objects 
change, and fay , He loves the 
fame man when Godly, better 
then when wicked ; becaufe it 
is from the obje& that we de
nominate God as Loving or 
Approving And fo our D i 
vines of the AfTembly make 
Accepting, which is an imma
nent act, a part of Juftification 
in time, after Faith. 4. Exe
cutively : as the Affect is deno
minated from the Effect God 
may be faid to love more or 

lefs. 

Contrary-Extream. 
able. For aUthofe 
Scriptures fpeak of 
a Moral change,and 
not a Phyfical, and 
muft be underftood 
according to the 
fubject they treat' 
of. God is not fickle 
or unconftant, or 
culpably mutable^ 
as men of levity 
are : He never 
shangeth, but in 
fufficient caufe : 
This is all that the 
Scripture intend-
eth : He is not vi-
tioufly mutable. But 
to make God natu
rally unchangeable 
in his Will or Affe
ctions, or Efltma-
tion, as well as in 
his E/fence, is to 
abafe his nature : 
It being bafer , 4 S 

Phyfical ^Agents, 
to be or aft al-
wayes alike, then 
as Free-Agents, to 
vary our Actions as 
there is caufe : A 

ft one is not more ex
cellent 


