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- 'my reciting thefe Teftimonies, is to be a Dill ro Prejudice, and
open mens ears to Scripture-proof. It is not a few , nor only the
o unlearned and ungodly , who are maftered by prejudice in thefe
: difputable things. Were not the Power of prejudice wonderful,
we fhould not fee the Divinesof one Nation all Lutherans , as
Denmark , Sweden, Saxonie, &c, and of another all Calvinifts, as
- theyarecalled ; andof fo many all Papifts : and none or fo few
T to depart from the way in Credit where they live, I confefs I find
J in experience, that it doth more with moff obje®ors, to cite the
{ - plain words of a Divine in Credit, then of Peter or Paul: When
' I mention what Chrift faith, they make a puff at it, and fay, 7 bat
# your Expofition ? but Whar S8y fuch and fuch Divines ? As_nf :
& . Scriptures and humane Authority were of the fame account in
Englandas in Jtalie | 1 {peak not this of all ; but of too many *
Nor doT fpeak it to accufe them, but as the neceflary reafon of
my following task; which they who know not our common cafe,
may judge fuperfluous and vain. :
The opinions which are exce pted againft in me,are thofe which
are fuppofed to afcribe too much to man and his A&ions inthe
matter of Juftification. Which are ef; pecially thefe follow-
ing. : :
1. That we are juftified by believing the truth of the Gofpely
and accepting Chrift as offered therein, that is, as an entire Savi-
our, to fave usfrom finit felf, as well as from guilt and punilh-
ment, and as a King to Rule us: and fo that, fubjeing the foul -

3 to Chrift by Confent to his Kingdom, is an A& of Faith where-

: y we are jutified, as well as refting on him for Juftification, 0Ot
apprehending or accepting pardon and righteoufnefs. And that
it is utterly void of Scripture-warrant to fay, that It is only the
Accepting of Chrifts facrifice, or Imputed Righteoufnefs, which
is the juftifying A& : or elfe; only the refting upon it for Juftifi-
cation. Or that though fides gys Infificat, Recepit Chriftnm #*
Regem, Faith which Jultifieth, taketh Chrift for Lord 3 yet 244
Iuftificat, asit juttifieth, it taketh him only to Juftification.

The ground of my opinion here is mifliked , which 15 d";
2+ Faith doth not Juftifie qua fides, or qua bac fides, as this Faiths
that is jas it 75 an apprebending or accepting of Chrifts right eonfe%
207 3 onr Right to each particalay Benefir of Chﬂf gdf ;”_‘tl,:mz;

: ; : anwn 5 7~
> andconflitmred by tl;e Ppartitular objelt apprebended by Toopre s
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Impre/fions ave made on the Jonl in [anitificatios,and individuated é} i
indsvidual objelts, and fpecified by Special objelts 5 and fa it 7s ot as
% Inflrumental ¢fficient canfe thas Faith Fuftifieth ( for jushic
fb’,“é ) nor et formally from its natural act of Receptionof fuchan

ject. & |

But Right to Chrift and Life being a Moral effe&,and convey-
ed by a Moral caufe and way, that is, by a Law of Grace,or con-
ditiona] Promife orgift ; therefore the formalreafon of Faiths
Intereft in oyr Juftificationis,as it is the Condition of that Promife
byus performed - -and its Effence, or Phyfical a&, (the Accept-
ance of Chrift and life) commonly called its in{’crumentalntl)]r.-,'
 thoughit be the Reafonwhy itwas chofen and preferred to this

Office of being the Condition of the Promife,yet is it but its apti-
tude to the office;and o the remote,and as it were,material reafon
| of its Intereft in our Juftification, and not the formal Reafon.
- And therefore fo faras it is a Condition of pardon or Juftificati=
- O, 1t muft needs be the pardoning or juftifyinga& : And there~
. fore it being the undivided and undiftinguifhed acceptance of
Chrift as Chyigt ; thatis, as Lord-Redeemer and Saviour, which
- 55 bySeripture made the Condition of our Right to Chrift and his-
| Denefits it follows, that we are juftified by receiving himfor Lord, *
- s well as for Juftifier by fatisfaion , and that it is befides and :
28ainlt Scriprure to fay, that Faich Juftifieth as an Inftrament, or
- Asithath the Phyfical ref; pec of ana& to fuch anobje ; thatis,
- 3 ltapprehendeth Chrifts ri hteoufnefs, and refteth thereon, or
- asitisFaith in Chriftasa Juftifier. - .
. 3+ Asthat Faith which is the Condition of our firft Right to
= ﬁaye of Juftification, is the accepting of Chriftas Chrift, and fo
- 2sKing and fo contains the entering our felves by Confent into
. theRelation of fubje&s hereafter toobey, and adiff pofition and .
. Tefolution to obey ; fo inthofe that furvive, fincere obedxppce,
Bl Olfh is the performance of this Covenant ) is the Condition,
57
- 1t 2. Of our particufay pardon of particular fins , ( at leaft re-
' Newed Repentance is fuch.) % And of our great Juftification by
entence at Judgement, But it is but a meer remote and fecondary.
Part of the Condition, in fome fibordination to faith, whereof it

- safruit, So that there is more required to the continuance and’

confumma-=-

our not lofing our ftate of Juftification, or of continuing’
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- confummation of s ]uﬁiﬁcation‘, then is to put us into a Juftified

fate ac firft,

4. The performance of the Conditions of the New Covenant,
Tor Juftification and falvation ( by Faith, Repentance, fincere-
- obedience) are a perfonal, evangelical righteoufnefs (commonly

called Inherent) ; and therefore is it called our righteoufnefs,
becaufeitis the petformance of the Gofpel condition s ( rather
thep from its Relation to the Law or Covenant of works, which
it violateth by its imperfection) feeing whofoever believeth ‘and
repen_te_th is 70 Reus, not guilty of the non- performance of the
Conquri of Juftification, and he that alfo {incerely obeyethto
the end, is not guilty of the non-performance of the Conditions
of fentential Abfolution in Judgement. gt
Itis not that Law (commonly called Moral or of works) which
faith, 0bey perfectly, or elfe dye ; which judgeth me righteons be-
caufe of my Inherent qualifications, or imperfe obedience = but
it is that Law, which faith, He thas repenteth and belicverh fhall be
forgiven, and be that Sincerely obeyeth, ( both naturally Moralygnd

[upernatural precepts ) and endureth to the end, (all be faved

This Law or Covenant pronounceth me righteous, upon my im=
. perfect performances. ' ‘

5- This righteonfnefs is not our univerfaf righteoufnefs,nor the
matter of our Juftification againftthe Accufation of violating
the Law of works, nor any part of fatisfaction for fuch violation:
but only it s firft the Condition of our Intereft in that righ.teouﬁ
nefs ( of Chrift ) and confequently a fpecial particular righte=
oufnefs , conflicutingus truly righteous ; but only i tantsm, {0

far as not to be chargeable with the final non-performance of the '

conditions of the new Covenant ; that is, not to be guilty of final

P

- Impenitency, Infidelity, Rebellion, or Hypocrifie. Andin judge-

ment, itis only againt this falfe accufation that we muft be jufti-
fied by it, as the matter of our righteoufnefs 5 and againft the
charge of violating the Law of works, or being in general finnets,
i is Chrifts righteoufnefs that muft juftifie us, as the only merxt{])-
rious caufe or matter » and thisof oursno otherwife ghen asthe
Condition fine gua nom, of our Right init : Yet whenin orderi1 “1):
our final univerfal Abfolution,the queftion comesto be, Whethe

we have any Righc in Chrift or not ? And fo whether uégrgf‘

/
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formed the Condition of that grant or Promife, which ‘giveth
ight > Here that Faith and Repentance , which firft are bur
- Conditions of our Juftification by Chrift, do next become the ve-
Iy matter of that righteoufnefs whereby we are Juftified, againft
parti gﬁon of being Infidels, Impenitent , or Re-
- bels, or Hypocrites, and fuch as never performing the Condition
have no Rightin Chrift. So that it is only in fubordination to
Chritt and his righteoufnefs , that we are to be juftified by per-
fonal Righteoufnefs ; As it is in fubordination to him » that we
are now faid to be conftituted in tantum , perfonally ( or Inhe-
rently righteous) by our being fincere Believers,penitent and obe-
ient,
: A-nd thus I have' truly given the very fumme of my judgement
1 this matter, which is accepted againit by fome Brethren ;In all
which, 1. I make neicher Faith, nor any act of man,to be the leaft
caufes of oy juftified ftate, or of continuingit, or of our final
Abfolution. 2. Nor do1 take works of Obedience to Chrift to
e fo much a5 prefent in our firlt Juftification, but in order of na-
ture to follow it. :
The main thing that I find offend, are thefe two, 1. ThatI fay,
The Accepting Chrift as King, and Teacher, is part of that Faith
which is the Condition of Juftification, and fo juftifying as well
as the taking his righteoufnefs. 2. That1I fay, Obedience to God
Redeemer, isa fecondary part of the Condition of the continu-
ance, or not lofing of our juftified ftate, and of our final Jufti-
lcation at judgement. Itistherefore thefe two that Ihall efpe-
cially endeavour to prove that I am not fingular in, :
And left you fhould imagine that I wrong any Apthors by
forcing their words, or leaving out any thing. 1. I will fupﬂgfe
you to have the books at hand to perufe the whole context,which
I cannot have time to write, or fuppofe concernme not. 2. 1 will
DOt undertake to reconcile all other paflages in any book with
what [ cite, but if I force their words, I am contented to bear the
lame. 3.1 will annex the conclufion which I gather from ma-
ny of them, left you fay , I cite each one as approving my whole
caufe. 4. Bu allfhall drive at the proofs of this Truth,that 7 give
0. more to Workg,then the moft eminent Reformed Divines ordinars-
Y dothough perbaps I give lefs to gnéa and Man. iply
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BEforc; I come to any particular teftimonies , let me tell you,

— thatT fuppofe that T have virtnally the confent of all Prote-
. ftant Divines, and that infenfe and fubftance they fay as much
for Works in the matter of Juftificationas I do : And that this
may appear, I will mention 14 particular Do&rines that all Pro-
teftants (for ought I know ) agree in; every one of which, I fup-
pofe,containeth in it as much as I maintain in this ; much more all
together. o S '

1. The firft common affertion is this : Zhat all the Faithfu!
have a true inberent righteou[ne (s, confifting in internal Graces or
bolynsfs,and externalobedience,and thatit is in an cvangelical refpelty
thar this s efteemed Righteon[nefs and Accepted, [ecing the Eaw re-
quireth perfection,and curfeth all that continme not in all things to do
t?em 3 aknd onr beft Works are mortally finful in the j&hjg of the Law
of Works.

This being the common Do&rine of Proteftants. 1. What
wants it of giving as much to man in point of perfonal Evangeli-
cal righteonfnefs, asIdo 2 2. If it be truly and not equivocally

“righteoufnefs, it muft needs have a Meta phyfical perfe&ion infe-
perable fromits Effence. 3. If it be truly righteoufnefs, then we
are truly juftified by it,beyond all doubt : that is, 1. We are con-
fticutively juftified by it intantum, fo far and no further : Not
conftituted univerfally. righteous by it ; but we are conftituted
evangelically inherently righteous, fo far as that extends.For itis @
meer contradiction tofay a man hath a righteoufnefs that Con-
ftitntes him not righteous : that is, He is righteous, and he is not
righteous; in refpet to the fame righteoufnefs. el %

2. This righteoufnefs will undeniably juftific him in judge*
ment againft the particular accufation of having not per
formed the -condition of the new Covenant, that 1s, ©
being a final Infidel, Rebel, Hypocrite: And Math. 25:
and many-other Scriprures make it appear, that to judge
men to have performed or not performed thofe Conditions
( that is accordingto their Works evangelically) will be

no fmall part of the work of Chrift in that judgement. - As th;;f;
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- fore we are conftituted, pardoned finners, purely by Chrifts Me-

rits, and not any thing of our own ; fo we are conftituted evan-
gelically, Inherently righteous, as being performers of the new
- Covenants Conditions of our Intereft in Chrift and Pardon, ¢e. -
Initially (but actually ) on our firft believing, and Progteflively,as |
we bring forth the fruits of that Faith. And asatjudgement we
fhall be-pronounced Pardoned finners , and therefore not to be
condemned meerly as finners, (which term T oppofe to the fpecial
excepted fins of final Infidelity and Impenitency, or Rebellion ;)
and this for the fake of Chrifts blood alone : So we fhall be pro~-
nounced Believers, and fincere Obeyers , becaufe wewere foin-
deed, and acquit from all falfe accufations of non- performance
ofthe Gofpel Condition, becanfe we did performit,and therefore - ]
are righteous in that caufe, againft that accufation,

T % o

2 THe fecond common affertion is this, 7'at 4 cvery wian Loge Antoninhs
5 may have a particular righteonfnefs,and (o a righteons canfe ; ‘;J;"”’ o I;‘;'
in Tudgement fo every man may be [aid moft truly and properly to be ;z;: i
Juftified in Judgement by a particular jnftification (if need be) by that 5,6 sobinum
particular iigbtraﬂﬁu’ﬁ,or jftnefs of bis canfe. No man'ever de- Exegef. con~ .|
- nyedbut that the Divel himfelf may be falfly accufed : andfo fiff. Mgl

may any wicked man: 1 do not fay, that itisany of the bufinefs ;f;:: o

of that day to vindicate them from fuch-accufations: It isanother-

work that will be then in hand. ‘But you may fee that they are fo'

far Juftifiable as they are juft | If oneaccufeme of killinga ;
man in Indiathat T never heard of, may I not be juftified before

- God, or man fromthat charge, by my “innocency or }'lgh,te‘-".?ﬁ' x\
nefs ? Nodoubt of it, If therefore we be accufed at judgement 1

of not performing the Conditions of the Law of Grace, and fo
of having no part in Chrifts Merits , we muft be juftified by our
Faith, Repentance and Obedience, as that matter or righteou{-
nefs of our caufe, and fo of our perfons. If any dreamthat there
will be no ufe 4t judgement of any fuch Juftification. 1.Yet they -
concede that fuch we may have,if it wereufeful. 2. Tam fa.f__ from
their opinion, feeing; 1.1t isthe Law of Grace that we {hall be
Judged by ; and therefore our Abfolution or Condemnation muft.
be upon its Conditions. The Law is the Rule of Judgement.
Qq 2 2. What
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2. Whatcanitelfebe 2 1. We fhall not be juftified or condem-

ned by the Law of Works. 2, 1 will not exclude the mcnnoxi) 05 ‘
Chrifts fatisfa&ion, but principally include it as fuppofed =d “it
by the defcriptions of that judgement exprefled in the wor e
feems it is not the bufinefs of that day to enquire, whether C 1? »
have done his part, but whether we have done ours : not whet eg
Chrift have fatisfied » but whether we have believed and obeye
himin Love and Gratitude ? The former being taken for grant& -
ed, will not need a Judicial Decifion. The judgement will procqeh
according to the Law whichis Norma Judicsi: But the Law whic

we fhall then be judged by,fappofeth Chrift to be our Redeemer,
and to have made faris

fakion, and is founded on that ground ,
being the Lord- Re eemersLaw : therefore the judgement ac-
cording to that Law wil| fuppofeittoo; and as he made the Law
asReltor on his R edem ption Right, fo will he Judge onthe fame
Right inthe fame Relation.

3. The Scripture exprefly tells us
that it is according to our Works,

ed 5 aswe have well or ill ufed our Tal , :

deemers mercies ; and as we have loved him, and manifefted it
to his members, 17,4, 35. & Thereforeit is certain that there
will be ufe at thae day for a Juftification, as againft the Accofati-

that we fhall be judg-
ents ;| which are the Re-

actaal, or only Potential and Virtual, ‘;‘
little to the matter : Chrift telfsys the Juftification oppofite to 1

fhall be a&ual and exprefs. 4
4 And what elfe can our Divines mean, when they fo com c
monly fay | that Works fhall be then mentioned as evidences ?e‘
true Faith, and fhall Juftifie Faith > By that it feems they ﬁJ_PPOw.
that Faith it felf dire&tly will be tryed, and Works in relano;fa
it. This therefore is oppofite to the (a&ual or virtual) Accutd-
tion, that we are Infidels and Rebels, ;

3+ "J He third common affertion is this, Zhas Repentance ot
T wards G od, 15 a Condition without which We cannot .be uft :} _
fied : The Jame many [ay of Love to God asonr enda.nd chief .,;{0;” 2
and Love to. (brift as Redeemer and thankfulnefs for bis mercie-,
defire after bim. - s
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This granteth the thin 1are
 fended with me for afferting. For in Pasls fenfe, T ever difclaim-
ed Works from Juftifying, that is, either 1. Mofaical ceremonious
Works. 2. Or exaé righteoufnefs according to the firft Cove-
nant, (no manhavingfuch.) 3. Or any conceited to be fuch.
4- Or any conceited meritorious, and making the Reward to be
- notof Grace but of Debt, Rom. 4. 4. Butif by Works, you will
mean any good action, Ifay that as Faith , fo in their places Re-
pentance, and Gratitude for the offer of Life,and defire and love
to the object of Faith, are Conditions without which we cannot
be faved or jultified. And do not themfelves fay as much ? Or
dare any fay otherwife except the Antinomians, that are for Infi-
- dels Juftification ? If you fay , But Faith ouly is tf:e Inftrument,
and not Repentance, Love, &c. 1 Anfw. T never faid that Repen-
tance or Love were Inftruments of Juftifying us. 04;. But you
- {ay that Faith is not, and fo you level them, Anfw. 1. Laythe
‘lame then where it fhould lye, and fpeak the truth : fay that I
deny that Faith juftifiech us as the Infirumental caufe,and fay that
Igivelefs to
-and do not fay I give more to other a&s,as Repentance,LOVe,?‘if .
- When you know that others make them fine guanon, and pecefla-
ry Conditions as well a5 I.
Mr. Blake, how far I deny Faith to be an Inftrument, and how -

far 1 will contend with no man that ufeth the word , and my rea-
fons for both
Condition,

.4§T

We are juftified by Faith as long as we live even by onr re=-

4t of Faith.

Inever met with man that denyed this : How abfurd and con--
. trary to Scriprure is it,
~ above one

' the
Qq3

g that I contend- for, or that men are of- -

2. I havetold yon in my account to -

»and that I give it the honor of being the Receiving -

He fourth affertion warranting my opinion, is this, 7ha

newed and continged Believingand not only by the firft inftantancoms -

to fay, that no man hath juftifying Faith-
minute or inftant of his life (as tothe a&) ? Or that-
- allour after believing doth no more to our Juftification and Par--
1 then our Wotks do, ( in their account, which is nothing, as-

. « £ g
yexprefly fay ? ) Am not I warranted from this D—o&t;t%: 353

Faith,and fo to man in Juftification then othersdo 3,
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theitsthen to affirm | 1. That Juftificationisa continued a& ?
2. That there is more requifite to the continuance of it, then
was to the beginning ? For it was one numerical a& of Faith that
fufficed (initskinde ) to the beginning : but it muft be many
renewed ads, even through our lives, that are neceffary for its’
continudnce : And certainly believing all our fives , or perfeve-
ringin the Habit, and renewing daily the ads, is fomewhat more
{ then to perform the firft a@ of jutifying- Faith.

3 A Fifth affertion of theirsis this s That renewed Repen-
tance, efpecially for grofs fins,isa caufa fine qua non , or
nece([ary Coxdition of or pardon for particulay [ins after Puftifica
tion: eAlfo that Prayer for pardon is the like C ondition, and means
te procure pardon : eAlfo thar (onfefsion of fin is the like condition
that Godmay forgive them 3 o And that reftitution of ill gorter,
ﬁal;:.v goods (where it may be doxe ) is the like Condition,, o hich
en‘d 7t is ?rdinaril] #rged.as from Auftin, Non remitticur peccatum
nifi reftituatur ablatum : without reftitution there 1 no Remif-
Jion. (A4 cutting conclufion, faith My R. Bolton, to all cut-throst
Ufnrers.) E o 4 : :
| Now let but any one of all thefe be granted, and I am wat-
ranted to fay, 1. That fomewhat elfe befides Faithis a necefla-
ry Condition of pardon of fin, which they fay is effentialto Ju-
ftification. 2.-That fomewhat more js required to renewed and
continued pardon, then to the firft, 3. That therefore (‘abfolute-
ly and unlimitedly ) it is not fit ro fay that pardon or Juftifica-
ton is perfe@ at once, or as long as we are finners,and have more
fins (futare) to be pardoned; and more means to be ufed both for
continuance and renewal of pardon. What man dare fay, 1wil
never pray for the continuance of my pardon , Juftification, of
Gods favour and Acceptance ? I hope many of thofe dare not-
do thus when it comes to practice, whofe difputing principleslea
them to it. And furely as long as means muft be nfed , theendis
not obtained (unlefs they were media fruitionss in heaven: ) there-
fore while yon muft pray for continued Juftification and renewe
pardon or’ Juftification from the guilt of particular fins, all this
is yetunobtained, and your Juftification not of the moft pel:ifx":
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kind. Andyet Iam deeply blamed for fayin% , there is more ne-

Ceff_ary to continue our Juftification, and confummate it , then to

beginit : and that it is not Abfolutely perfect at firft.

6. ANother common Affertion of our Divines is, that, If «
srue Believer [honldfallto grofs Rebellion', and fall away
from Grace, and from fincere Obedience to Chrift, he fbonldceafe to
be Juftified tUf be (honld lofe his SanSHification be fhould with it lofe
X bis Juft ification : And that it onght to be our care and daily [tudy
~that we fall not away, and that on this motive, left we lofe Gods fa-
Yor and be condemned. S
I know none but grofs Antinomians deny this. ' - And Iblame
them ngy tohold it, when God faith , Ifye live after theflefb, Je
- Jealldye ;. and if any draw back, my [oul fhall bave no pleafure in
'm, &c. Aad will not this beyond all queftion,warrant us to fay,
that fincere obedience is a Condition of the continuance or not
fing our Juftification # This is but the fame thing in other
- Wordswhich they fay themfelves : and yet this is my great and
aynous offence ! 1hope thefe fober men willnot fay , that be-
€aufeit fhall never come to pafs that the juftified fhall Jofe their
Juttification, i is therefore a fuppofition not to be put: yet I'meet
with fuch freaks in fome Antinomians. The certainty of the end,
fuppofeth the certainty of the means : and thofe means muft be
intended for that end : and therefore we may well fuppofe that
*1¢ end would not be obtained without the means -+ -and he thac
Will not put fuch fuppofitions, is like to.ufe the means but negli- .
- 8ently. He that will not fay, If I fhould not forbear fin, or per-
forf_“admy, I fhould mifs of heaven, would fcarce ufe them well,
Lthink : And he that fcrupleth, to think or fay, If Chrifthad not
- edeemed me, if God had not called me, and juftified me, 1had
Perithed for ever., I think will be likely to perifh, or is at leaft very
| Unthankful ; and yet thefe fuppofitions are as impoflible, as our,
. ‘alling away, Tt fsimpoffible we fhould not be redeemed. and
called now it is pagt : and ic was as certain before, that what God
ad pyr pofed muft come to pafs ; and impoffible that any thing.
¢ ould fruftrate his decrees. - Yet who knows not that fuch fup-
f Pofitions are por. only lawful, but neceffary to- the right.
f 2 e a&tuating
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»actuating of our mindes, and the Exercife of all Gods Graces
i us. 3 :

7e Nother common affertionis, that,The Faith which juf i
fiethmuft take (0 brift for King and Prophet , and Saniti-
fieraswell as a fucrifice for fin : and that this is requived of God, a5 4
marter of [0 great necs[fity as that he will not juftifie us Without it *
Jea it is no true juflifying Faithwithour it. Yet they fay , we arc
not juftified by it, becaufe this is not the a& which apprehendeth
Chriftsrighteoufnefs : this is fides qua Inftificar, but not gua /4-
JHificat < thisisnot the Inftrument, nor the a& related to that ob-
je@ which muft juftifie. ,. :
And do they not here fay asmuch asI # ( Though I fiy not fo
much as they.) Either I underftand i not, or elfe this confeffeth
that accepting Chrift as Lord and King, is a Condition of our Ju-
flification, though it be not the Inftrument of it 7 And did ever
I fay, it was the inftrument of it ? If] deny the Inftrumentality

of another a& asto Jutification,doth it thence follow that I give
more then they to this a& ?

———

8. "T'Henext affertion which they own, is, That the will of ma»
cannot defire evil as evil, nor refule that good which tfﬂ)' Jee
to bave only rationemboni : that man cannot base bimfelf dzrfc‘fll_,
andwill bis own damnation.  Or at leaff, that a man may Will b5
own falvation, or efcape of Torments without [aving Grace * #%
therefore that even an unregenerate man may be willing to be P“Z;
doned, juftified and [aved from bell ; but be cannor be willing 10 f
fanttified , obedienty and bealed of bis corruptions. eAlfotht) 4
firm,that Gods Glory 4s bis only or higheft end in all bis Works, #
that he cannot intend the Creature before bis G lory, Rom. 14:9 g
And if all this be o, is it not much liker, if we muft needs ma i
a diftin&ion in the matter, that God rather intended the ACFgPa_
ing of Chrift as King, to be more the Condition of our Jufti tch 6
tion, then the accepting him as pardoner or juftifier ? P‘z-' “
Condition and the benefit are ufually thus different,that the eﬂﬁt
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fit_ contains that which the party apprehendeth more good in,
and the condition that which he is prone to apprehend fome evil
in, or fome more difficulty or inconvenience: and in the condition
the promifer ufeth to feeto hic own intereft. 1f we fuffer with
him, we fhall aifo be Glorified with him, Suffering isthe Pill
that muft be licked down with the promife of Glory annexed:
God would notfay, ifyou will confent to be glorified wich him,
you fhall fuffer with him." Ifwe confefs Chrift before men , he
he willconfefs us, or own us before his Father and the Angels ;
but if we deny him, he will deny us. Confeffing him in dangerous
times, is the pill that muft be Jicked down with the promife of his
owning us. Thefe promifes fuppofe that the party is willing of
the thing promifed, but not fo willing of the thing conditioned ;
and therefore the benefi expected muft procure the condition
performed. God faith not | if yeu will confent that I confefs you
before the Angels, and notdeny you then you fhall have leave
to confefs me in dangers. Lay all thisto the cafe in hand. 1 con-
fefs to affenc favingly to the truth ofthe Gofpel , which is the
Intelle@ual foregoing a, is a matcer of o great difficulty, that
flone can do it but by fpecial Grace : But fuppofe believing the
the truth ofthe word, (ifjc be but with a common temporary
faith )can you prove thar thofe men cannot be willing to be par-
doned by Chrift and faved from Hell, without fpeciall Grace ?
What man is willing to be damned, or unpardoned  If difputing
ferve not turn, go try them, and believe them as far as reafon re-
quires you : ask af| the Town, how many of you would not have
your fins pardoned » How many would go to hell? Who can
magine then, ‘that the chiefintent of the promifer, was to make
that the main or onjy condition, which menare all willing ofby
nNature, or can perform by nature ((if that were all, and if they
firft believed the cruth of the word) s it not much liker, that God
pricipally intended that ac that fieth and blood apprehendeth
to be againft them >and which they do moft ftick at? yea, and
which tendeth moft directly to the fecuring of the intereft and
honour of the Redeemer ? thatis , to.take him for our King and
suide, and to obey him ? Phyfitians ufeto fay, if you will take
me tor your Phyfitian and truft me and take my Medicines,
and follow my directions, T will care you ( if they can. )But
they ufenot to fay if yon are willing to be cured, or on condi-
Rr ton
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tion you will confent to be, well, 1 will be your Phyfitian, and!
give you this Medicine, -perhaps bitter and unpleafant. - Yet for:
my part } fpeak not this;as thinking it meet to make any partiion:
in this bufinefs, nor to feparate what‘God hath joyned: 1 think
it fitteft to fay that it is receivingChrift as he isOffered, that is the!
condition, even whole Chrift with the whole heart : even againft
his pardoning Grace, nature may rife indirectly and by accident:

t if we were neceffitated to make a difference or feparation,.
and ‘muft make one only or chiefly the eondition of Pardon, 1€

fdc;::ez“ . be‘rathef willingnefs to be ruled, _tbeq to lvne.lfar-.‘-

S

9. Anot'her common Affertion Is this, that 1. Refufing C brifts
: Reign and Government is a fin that.certainly condemneth.al
that lz:ve and die init. 2. And that Aitnal contingancein grofs fi# “
damning. As Mr.Shephard. faith, fincere Convert, pag: 238.
Though thy good Duties cannot fave thee, yet thy baiworks wil
damn thee. «And pag, 246. tWo things keep a man from C brifts
1. Sin. 2. Self. And indeed the Lord Jefus faith exprefly s
Thefe mine ensmies that wonldnot I [beuld yeign over them, bring
bither and [lay them before me, Luke 19. 27. And 1 Joh. 3 8,9,
10.. He that committeth fin is of the Devil ; Whofoever # born ¢
Goad finneth not. . Inthisthe children of God are 'm:«nifeﬁ, and the
children of the Devil ; Whofoever doth not -Righteoufnefs # % of
God, ¢5c. Eph.5.5,6. Ye kuow that no vi’horemongery nor Unclear
perfon, nor Couverons man, wha is an Idolater, hath any Inberitarct
the Kingdom of Chrif} and of God. Let no man deceive jot withva'#
Words 5 For becanfe of thefe things cometh the wrath of God wpon thE
children of difobedience, 1. Cot. 6.6, 10. Kuow Je not ?"lr'”f, 4 ke
amrighteows [ball sot Inberit the Kingdom of God 2 Beno: !”-"W'd"’ :
Neither Fornicators . ¢c. Gal.5.19,20,21.24. Rom: 8. 9313~
gl this is believed by our Divines, for they believe:Gods word 0
true. i 996 b8 g
And isit not then undeniable, That 1. Accepting CW{.{ '“: :
reign over. us, 2. And, fincerely. obeying him., are con L

without which»we cannot-continue Juftshed,; )(hogab&itjﬁé;‘ |

’__‘———-@—/M




e (307)
without the firft ) nor be juftified or faved at the laft day? that
which doth removere probibens,remove impediments can be no lefs
then Gcaufa fine qua non, if that impedimient muft be removed,
and muft by that means be removed. But this impediment { re-
fufing Chrifts Reign, and difobeying him in abfolutely neceflary
things ) muft be removed, and that by the contraries ; therefore
- acceptingChrift to reign over us,and fincerelyobeying him,can be
no lefs then 4 canfa fine guanon. And this being froni the force of
Divine Ordination in the Law of Grace,that fubje&ion and obe-
dience are made {0 neceflary a means to that end,and thac Rebel-
lion and Difobedience is made fo deftru@ive,it muft needs be that
they have properly the nature of a condition : He that hath faid ,
~ He that believeth fhall be faved, and he that believeth not fhall
be.damned:: doth give us to underftand. thatit isthe fame believ-
ing whofe prefence hath the promife of Salvation, and whofe ab-
fence hath the threatning of Damnation: Look what unbelief it is
that is meant in the threatning, it is the contrary faith that is
meant inthe promife. But itis the not accepting Chrift as King,
that is part of the unbelief that condemneth:therefore it is the ac-
cepting him as King thatisthe belief that faveth ( fuppofing the
otherparts.’ And left any fhould fay,faving and juftifying is not all
one{of which more anon) Chrift doth fay as much of juftification
it felf. For juftification is confeffed to be oppofed to condemna-
tion, by thofe that ! fpeak to : And Chrift faith, 70b. 3. 13, He
that believeth on bim is not condemned: bur be that believeth not i
condemned already. Not to be condemned, is beyond all doubt
to be Abfolved, or juftifiéd ( and nota meer Negation of con-
demnation as a ftone hath : ) Now it is here evident that juftifi-
cation and condemnation are oppofed as the effe@s or confe-
quents ; and believing and not believing are oppofed as the con-
ditions arid Antecedents. Now it being a #ot believing that con-
demneth, it'is paft doubt, thatitis «nat believing to Juftification,
or a Privation of the fame faith that juftifieth : Elfe were the equi-
vocation fo great,as to leave the words not intelligible : fo that if
we can but ind out the nature of one branch, we may undoubt-
. edly know the other ; Know but what isthe condemning unbe-
| lief, and you may eafily know what is the juftifying faith. Now
- the former is moft exprefly told us by the Judge himfelf, Zuk 10.
'~ 27.beforecited. The fentence of Condemnation is paft on :he?v,
' Rr 2 - : or
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for not receiving Chrift as King: Thefe mine enemies that wonld
not that I [hould Reign over thew, bring bither,and [ly them before
me, Joh. 1o 12. As many s recerved himy that is, believed, haye
power giventhem tobe {ons : And here as many as received him
not as King, are condemned as enemies ) Fap

_ Nay, obferveinthe "extin hand, that the reafonwhy Unbe-
lief is the condemning f{in, is becaufe itis the privation of that
faith which God hath made the condition of Juftification and
Salvation. And therefore itis faid : But be that believeth not it
condemned alresdy, becanfe he duth not believed. There is much
more in this, becasfe be hath nor belseved thenif it had been barely
becan/e bt hath finned, or is a finmer : though both may be true.
For the Law of works condemneth every finner, fimply asa {in-
ner: The Law of Grace condemneth every unbeliever and impe-
nitent Rebel, that cbitinately to the end refufeth. recovering
Grace * And itische latter that this Text fpeaks of : Elfe it woul
havefaid, he is condemned already, becaufe he is a finner, Of
hath broke the Law of works. But fome learned men tell me, 0
this, thatunbeliefis fin, and therefore there is no condemnation
but by the Law of works which condemneth for allfin? whst
need a New Law to condemn us for one fin or more, when the
old condemneth for ali> Anfw. T hough all unbelief be fin, yet
all fin 's notunbelief. And therefore we may well diftinguifh be-
tween fin, asfiningeneral, and as this finin fpecial which Go
hach, if final, excepted from pardon. The Law condemning @
fin, prohibiteth not the Gofpel, to adjoyn a fpecial condemnation
of one fin: Nor is it abfurd that one duty fhould be doublyai.
duty by the common Precept of the Law and a fpecial Precept ©
the Gofpel. nor that one fin fhould have a double ¢ ondemnatt-
on, common as a fin by the Law of Works ( though yer that W
/hold great difpure ) and fpecial, as the rejecting of the remedy
~bythe Law of Grace. And it was not the prime intent of the
Law of Grace, to condemn men for unbelief  which you fay the
Lawdoth ; ) Buttooffera remedy from former condc;jm'naﬂo,"v
the promife being the Principal part : but yet thar this prom! :
might not be {lighted, it feemed good to the promifer to anneX
threatning, that the refufal of the remedy might be doubly coni*
demned. And wereit only the threatning of a non-m‘)eratl(?ﬂxs1 .
" non-remiffion, it were a true and proper penalty,when Liber a‘;‘l’l 4
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and Remiffion is given to all by a conditional Grant or Law of
Grace. Ifthe State or a King make an A& of free pardon, rhat
@il the Rebells in fucha Conntric fball be pardoned that lay dows
lrms, and accept of pardon by fuch aday, and thofe that do not, (hall
gie without mercy : Here you may fay, they were before con-
demned by Lawas Rebels: But yet they were not before con-
demned as refufers of pardon. 2. Or ifthéy had, yer before their
condemnation was not peremptory and remediles 3, Norwas
a non-remiflion any part of their penaity. 4. Nor, would it be
unmeet by a new A¢t thusagain to condemn them  And itis one
"thing now for the Judge to hold an Afsizes to try. who were Re-
bels, and who not, and accordingly to condemn and juftifie, and
another thing to hold an Afsizes to try which of thefe Rebels
came in by the day, and accepted the pardon, and which not, and
accordingly to condemn and juftifie, To return therefore whence
1 am carried by this objeion, it is evident by this Text, 70b.3.18.

- thac as there isa common condemnation by the Law of works, of
all Gnners as {inners; fothe Law of Grace diffolveth that, and 7 {

ab{slvech all believing finners,though finners ; but excepteth the
want of faith, and fo {pecially again condemneth by a perempto- |
ry remedilefs condemnation, all final impenitent unbelievers : not : ‘ ]
as finners in general, but as fuch finnersin {j ecial : And that the ;
reafon of its condemnation is becaule they belicved rot, and there-
fore it is paftdoubt, that lpok what unbelief is the condemning
unbelief | by this fpecial Gafpel condemnation, the contrary
mudt needs be the juttifying faich : But uvowillingnefs that Chrift
fhould Reign over men, s the condemning unbelief : There- bl
fore, &c. b A son ot

One other Argument let me take up from this text, whofe aexe
words exprefly {ay the things we affirm  Ver. 19. And thss isthe ‘ \
cgndemm;tion,that light is come iuto the world, and men loved darke
nefs rather then light. becaufe their deeds were evil, Before we
heard, that he that believeth is jultified. o not condemn d;- and
that he that believeth not  with that fame faith 1 is condemned,
and that = mom.e becaufe he believeth not: And here it is ex-
prefly faid that this is the condemnation, that is, the condemn-
ing unbelief, that Chrift is come as a light, which is to Teach, and
Guide , and Refirm | and men lowed darkunelc vather then this
light, becane their deeds were evil,which this light Difcovered,Re-

: Rr 3 proved,
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proved, and would have Healed. May I not then by the warrant
of this Text fay on the contrary. [ And thisisthe [uftification,
thatis, the Juftifying Faich,that Light is come into the world and
men love this Light better then darknefs, that their deeds may
be made manifeit and healed of the evil, ] Mark here alfo,thatto
love the Light is juftifying Faith. Love to Chrift in Accepting
him as Redeemer, is Faith it felf, and notto be excluded in Ju-

ftification, - : . ;

. To what is here faid, adjoyn the Arguments which I'have

‘briefly given Mr. Bluke, to prove that to receive Chrift asKing

and Prophet is jultifying Faich. ‘
" And as | have faid chis much in matter of Faith , fo I mightas

fully bave fhewed that on their Conceffion, by the rule of con-

‘traries, .(__)bedience muft be a Condition of our continued and fi-
nal Jufticcation and Salvation, '

10. "F™He next Conce ffion of our Divines that T {hall mentiof
is this,they commonly teach,Thar fincere obedience is4 6os-
dition (f [slyatson; though fome of them deny it to be a condition
ofjuftifcation.Now they fay in this as much in fenfe as ! do,&on
that ground I may well be warranted to fay it is the Condition 0
Vid. Georg.can OUY Juftification at Judgement. For, 1. Juftification at Judge-

Litr, Epiom. ment is part of falvation in that ftri®er fenfe,asit is ordinari-
Theolog pag

264,26, 1y ufed. 2. Juflification at Judgementis the adjudging men to

falvation : Itisto try and Judgewho are heirs of falvation and
whonot: And therefore undoubrtedly the fame thing chat is the
~Condition of their falvation, is the Condition of their Juftifica-
tion.If you hold your Lands by a Deed of gift, the Judge will by
the fame Deed decide the Controverfie foryou,and pats Ser
tence.on your fidé, when your Right 1s queftioned. 3. Saving a_nd
Condemning are as frequently oppofed in Scripture, or as plain”
ly as Juftifying and Condemning 4. Mans works are as‘ﬁrlﬁ‘ly
excluded by “”4x/ from faving him | as from } uftifying him (10
that fenfe as he takes worksin hisexclufion) and faving isas
fridly referved as the effe of free Grace, as Juftifyingis: Nof
is it any more difhonor to Chrift that men Juftifie themfelves,

ithen that they fave themfelves : Chrift will have no partnershig
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his honourin either. See for this, Rom.3. 2.3, 24. compared, Roms.
4:4.and4.13. and 4, 16.and 5. 17, 18. and 6. 23. and 8. 1,2,
6,13, 14,17, Heb, 11. throughout, 77z, 3. 4, 5.6,7. Eph. 2. 4,
516,78, 0. All which places fully fhew that it was never the
meaning of, the Apoftle to make Obediencea Condition of fal-
~ vation,and not of fuftification at Judgement; or foto diftinguifh

between thefe as to exclude works from one ,and not from the
other: For fo far as he excludeth them, he excludeth them from
both. Only I fill confefs, that when Juftification is taken for our
firlt being Juftified only, it muft needs go before works of exter-
nal obedience; but that is not Pasuls meaning in excluding works,
for he excludes them from faving as well as juftifying. 'tmuft be
acknowledged therefore, thatin what fenfe theyare not exclu-
ded from faving, as Conditions; in that fenfe they are not ex-
eluded from being Conditions of ou Juftificationat Judgement,,
or as continued.,
. Alearned man here gives me a twofold anfwer, 1. That there
'8 n0 preper Juftification at judgement, but only a declaring that
we are juftified. Repl. 1. And anotheraslearned Animadverter
telsme, there is no other Juftification but the Judges judicial '
Sentence. Ttis hard pleafing all Divines. 2. To declare byaDe:
cifive fentence is moft properly to juftifie, and more then to’ de=
clare by a Narration. All Judiciat Juftification is but & declaring.
bya deciding Sentence,who is juft in Law. This is therefore as good -
- an anfwer as to fay, No Judge doth juftifie : He doth but declare -
who was Juftified before. But the Juftification he had before;was -
of another fort, viz. Conftitutive , and as to'thar of Sentence;, .
but Virtual : The contrary thereforeisa found arguing + bvery
Judge that by Sentence declares who was juftin Law doth there-
by juftifie chem, that is, by Sentence. 3. I will believe God be--
fore men. 1. God telfeth s frequently, that we fhall be judged | .
and that aceording to our Works : It is an Article of our Creed, :
that Chrift will judge us.. And Judging is the Geans which exi-
eth in its Species, which are weil known to be Juftifying or Ab- -
olving, and Condemning . therefore to fay, We are not juftified
then; is tofay, either we are condemned, or'not judged 2. Doth
not Chrift exprefly fay , Math. 12,37 But I [ay unto yow | thus
every idleword that men fball [penk, they hall give accomnnt there-
fin the day of judgemens : For by thy words thon fhalt be juftific

8ayl,
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edy and by thy Words thou [bals be condemined: It isa hard cafe

among Chriftians and Divines,that thefe plain truths fhould meet

with fo much oppofition . ; : ' e

The fecond Obje&ion is, that Obedience is indeed a Conditi-
on of falvation, butnot of. Rightto falvation : ( for they are
forced to confefs that to Jultifie,is to give Rightto ImpuqlEYsa"d
foto falvation ; and fo 1tds all one thing : and cherefore if works
be the Condition of 0ur Right to falvation, then alfo of our Jus
ftification.) 4 :

Reply. 1.1 fill confefs that our firft Right to falvation 1s bc-'
fore external works (_ but not before Repentance and Love to
Chrilt.)But it is our adjudged confummate and continued Right;
thatthe Queftiondoth concern. And 1. hearour Teacher, Kev.
22, 14. Bleffed are they that do his Commandmenss, that they ma)
bave Right tothe Tree of Life, and mazy enter in by the Gate into fhf
City. 2.1Itisa miftake of the very nature of a Condition, which
caufeth this Objeion. The C ondition is Promiffionis vel Tefia-
menti Conditio : - The Condition of Gods G rant, or Chrifts Te-
ftament : And the Promife or Teftament, is to convey Right,
and not natural beings dire&ly : and therefore the Conditionis
evera Condition of the Right conveyed by the Promife. A natt-
ral Qualification, vulgarly calied a natural Condition , may be
faid to be the Condition of the thing in its Phyfical being,(as the
drynefs of Wood and its proximity to the fire is of irs burning.
But a Civil Moral,Legal Cogdition, s ever a Condition of Right;
it being Right that Laws and Promifes do convey.He that cals gol‘
proof of this, will not much honour his underftanding by the de-
mand : Efpecially in refpe& to our prefent cafe.

o

—

1. Nother common Affertion , equipolent to whatthey
: A blame in me, s this, 7 bt Faith Fuftsfieth the Perfon #1

ve God, and warks Inftifiethe Faith, y b
F This isin 'fene:gsmnc{z asI give to Worksherein. For “’ggﬂ
Hificthe Paith of che perfon, i to jufifc the perfon fofar, whes
his Eaith is queftioned. If his Faith be not queftioned ﬁ*, i
or virtually) and there be no ufe for Juftifyingit, i
his works Jultifieicat all = If there be ufe for fuch a Juftific ]
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of his Faith , « whether againft an 2&ual or implyed potential |

accufation ) then himfelf is juftified by the Juftification of his
Faith ; that is, asto that Canfe, and againft the accufation. Nor
isthere any Juftification of a mans canfe s which Juftifieth not
the Man asto that caufe : Nor any Juftification of the man in
Judgement, but by Juftifying his cauft. Only there is great diffe-
rence between caufe and caufe : between the queftion, Whether
he be univerfally righteous ? and Whether he be in this point and
thus far righteous only ? And I riever affirmed that manis fur-
ther juftified by his own Faith and Obedience , as the matter of
his righteoufnefs,ar Gods bar,but only in r.unrum as to this partis
cular caufe. Yet I fay, itis a Caufe of great moment, and whlch

- our univerfal Juftificacion hath a dependance on, as on a conditi-
on. When the queftion is,Whether we have performed the Con-
dition of the Promift that gives righc to Chrift or not 7 as to this
caufe, our performance is the righteoufnefs by which we are Ju-
flifed. And this is the Truth of God , which men maintain in
other words , while they oppofe it in thefe,

195 Nother common Affertion is that [ Fames by WO}’}fs
4 & means a working Faith, when he faith we are Jultifi-

ed by Works, and not by !aith only.] Thus Mr. Pemble, and

the moft of our Divines. I believe as well as chey, that Zames
fpeaks of Works as effes of Faith, qualifying it or proving it
fit to juftifie : but yet I believe verily that by Works he means
Worksindeed , having mentioned them no lefs then 12 timesin
| 13 0t 74 verfes. But fuppofe the meaning be that a working faith
. Juftifies, and not a faith that will not Work : If they place no
reafon of its juftifying, in this modification (that it be working )
the fcope of Zam.’s difcourfe confuteth them , and the reafons
that he‘brings are made void and vain. It never wasin his mind
to take piinsto prove the necefficy of fuch a Qualification of
. Faxth, 515 N0 means, no not {o much as 1 Coadition, totheend
in queftion, but isa meer concomican:..

- Butif they men, that Faiths working nature, is any means or
Condition of its jultifying they fay asmuch as I For example ;
A ‘man is promifed his freedom if he pag 1ool. currant money.
- Thar it be money, is the fubftance of the Condition : but that b«'t
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