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‘inaprivateplace, wherein his Advice wasdefi-
red by the Minifters of our Aflociation :
Wherein he declareth his Thoughts of two of my.w:zitihgs,»'
‘which fome quarrell with.  © o0
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A 2B Hereceit of your kinde and brotherly Letter,
Z83| I together with thofe two pious, feafonable and
| (8| ufefull Pieces, which yon were pleafed to be-

=S ftow onme, asupon the delivery with much

\/ Fladfomnes of fpirit, Icould not but entertain,

== {0 with no lefle thankfulneffe of heart, by thefe

Idefire to acknowledge. As for the long delay of this mine ac-
knowledgement, my gumblc requeft to your felf, aad thofe
other your Reverend Affociated Brethren ‘is, that it may not
be mif-interpreted, as either proceeding froma wilfull negle&,
or favouring of a dif-refpe eicher of them er your felf ; which
indeed, I confefle, might not unjaftly be deemed, ualeffe the
reafon of it were rightly conceived ; but when the occafion
thereof fhall be truly related, T hope; it will remove all fufpiti-
onand furmife of failing or faultinefle on my patt in eithet

kinde; the packet wherein your Letter, with thofe precious
: * Pieces,
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Pieces, was included, came not to my hand ( by whofe default,
1 know not)untili the eighth of this inftant; on which day itwas
bya meffenger from Londen delivered to my fervant at the
door, and by him brought in to me fitting at dinner with fome
firangers 3 which having prefently broke up, and baving caft
mine eye on your name at the foot of your Letter, 1 could not
forbear to reade over, and with much cheerfulneffe fo did, be-
fore 1 rofe from the board, and fo laid afide, refolving by
Gods permifiion and affiftance, to return Anfwer thereunto,
{o foon as I'ceuld have opportunity for fome curfory Survey at
leaft of either of your Pieces ; which allo after a littleume
taken for the fpeedy difpatch out of the way of a Work left
with me for allowance, being fuddenly to paile to thePrefle, 1
fet prefentlynpon; and having with as c)xpeditton ‘as I
could runine over either, being fo drawn on with that delight
and content which I fook in the fubjet matter of eicher, that I
could not afford unto my felf any refpite, faveas urgent occa~
fions unavoidable enforced neceffary interraptions , wotill
had accomplifhed my refolved intendment;; ,when I began now
to fet pen to paper for the drawing up of an Anfwer, 1 was ex-
ceedingly damped , taking notice of the date of your Letter,
which I had not formerly obferved, being CMay 9. full two
moneths ancienter then the arrival of it with ‘me: while with
my felf I confidered, not only, that what I fhould return in
fome regard might come alcogether unfealonably, butthat this
long delay might be fubject to mif-interpretation, as arguing a
difregard and flighting of my. Reverend Brethren of better
efteem and repute then my felf, not vouchfafing them fo much
as a line or two in fo many weeks intervening, anda backward-
nefle to enter into any good corr'cfi)on&ence,withftbcm ; & dil-
pofition which from my heart'T have ever abHorred : howfoe-
ver canfcious to my felf of mine own weaknefles, I have never
been over-forward to intrude my felf into the affairs of Br_ethrcp
abroad; nor have had much occafion of entercourfe i this
kinde , living moftly in an obfcure corner , fave with fome
few of my Brethren, with whom by occafion of alliance, Of
mote inward converfing together formerly, I had contracte
and continued farniliarity and acquaintance. ‘And thus much
Laving premifed to clear my felf from any afperfion or fulpt-




tion, -that 'this Tong delay might have
:n this kinde, Ifhall proceed unto that, 'whichI refolved to re-
@rn; oV s IR, : :

- ThatrWork of yours (to begin withit) which your felffeem
to-have fo light an effeem of, isin my account a yery precious
Piece; and'of fingular good lufe - For that therein that great
and weighty bufinefle, wherein fo many millions of fouls are
fo nearly and deeply concerned, is in my poor apprebenfion.
(and 1 fpeakicfincerely, and without flattery) more fully and
exadtly difceffed and determined, then in any that I have hi-
therto lighted on, that have dealtin that Subject. And indeed
herein have you carried your felf with exceeding great wifdom
and warineffe , as by labouring to difcover and diftingufh the
grounds and nature of this malady according to’ the grounds
from whence it proceedeth, that the remedies may be re-
fpecively applied with the better hope’ of defired fuccefle; fo
in-cutfiig out #n even-way and coutfe of_cure, between the mi-
ftakes of many godly Téachers concerning the true Nature of
Faith on the one hand , whereby many wesk fouls have been
formerly further mathed and entangled, that were more then
eriough puzzeld and perplexed before ; and. thofe abfurd and
impious conceits mdintained by men ot corrupt mindes;or, affes
&ions, or both), who like dnskilfull or unfaithfull quackfalyers,
by inftilling of loofe and lewd principles into the mindes of

thofethatare feduced and defided by them, as by palliating -

plaifters, "and ftupifying medicines, give their patients, eale of
their pains and aches for the prefent, buc withall caft them into
more dangerous and defperate difeafes, * And truly, Sir, for
mine own part1 hiave ever been of the minde that thefe {crupu-
lofitics in weak and tender hearted Chriftians, are as fome
weeds, which though weeds, and of o good ufe, yerargue a
good foily which a skilfull Husbandman, therefore will not re-
fufe to deal with, or to deal for, beingon good: terms tendred
infale; ‘as one-unskilfull i may be would: And yet as thofe
weeds, becaufe but weeds, wouldbe rid out of the way,, for
that they cumber the ground, and hinder the growth of things
more ufefull; fo thefe ‘needlefle. fcrupulofities, though oft
figns'of @ gracious foul, of an heart defirous to approve. it
felfunto God, -carefull to pleaf@ himr, and fearfull to ot;f;nd
o =2 1m,
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bim, yet becaufe they much diftract and difturb the minde, dif-
able the foul unto tifat chearfull fervice that God requireth ot
his, “and hinder the growth of grace, which would thrive with,
many much better if they were away ; my courfe therefore hath
been with fuchasT have found much perplexed and molefted
in this kinde, to perfwade them, upon the groundlefneffe either
of the affe@ion it felf, or the inference which thrpugh weak-
nefs of judgement againlt themfelves they thence ufually raife,
to endeavour what they may, to lay them afide, and remove
them ; withall advifing them to look principally unto duty, and
leave the comifort of Affurance as matter of reward-unto God,
when he fhali pleafe toafford ity yet not: neglecting the ‘means.
whereby it may be attained, of which I conceive this to be a
principal ene, to wit, a fedulous application of themfelves unto
a conftant performance and confcionable imployment of them-
felves in thofe offices,which their peculiar ftations and relattons.
4s well as thofe which the general calling of a Chriftian requires
of them.But, £i,what do T thus cafting a difh of water into that
River, unto which I may juftly, and fhall not failto dire&
others, and whenceI deem it no difparagement to draw my
felf? The Lord vouchfafe to blefle your fabours herein, anc
your felf abundantly for them, as I doubt not. but that many
do, "and will bleffe him for your felf and them, even then when.
you fhall have no need of their bleffings, having fully recei-
ved the fruit of your labours, and being now in perfect bliffe.
This onely to fhew that I have ferioufly perufed it, and how I
efteem of it. A R T sih3
For the other Piece, conterning Affociation ; which Ihave
likewife runne over : albeit I be my felf now miles emeritns, by
reafon of ageand infirmities ocherwife, utierly difabled untc
my wonted employment, and do therefore in effec retain only
a bare Title, to keep out fome unworthy one , that were like
etherwife to be obtruded , but for which I had. long fince
wholly refigned as well the Ticlé as the burden together-with:
the benefit, which another enjoyerh o far as it can be -attained,
yea further at prefent tlien is by me received, neither hath it
been my happineffe fince that-fome. face of a Difcipline hath-
been fetied in thefe parts, to be able to convenewith my Reve.
rend Brethren of the C/u/lis, wherein T refide, at their ordi-:
- Pt 3 B ' nar’
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nary meeting places, or to enjoy their Society, fave, when
they havebeen forced for want o?ya full compan{r’ to come hi-

rdown to me, that I may ferve as a cifer to makeupa com-
pleat number ; yet doth it exceedingly rejoyce me at the heart,
to0 hear of any fuch Combination and Agreement of the Lords
faithfull fervants in any part of the Land, endeavouring as with
one fhoulder by mutual confent to carry on the Lords work,
-and to fettle and fupport the diftra&ed and tottering eftate of
his Churches among us, by fwarms of mifleaders, and fhoals
of their followers, miferably torn in pieces, and almoft utterly
laid wafte in moft places: And it reviveth my fpiritsnota lieele
in this prefent feeble and fainting condition , by miniftring
fome matter of hope to me, notwithftanding fo many plots and
proje&s on foot to undermine and fubvert his Miniftry among
us, that the Lord is not yet deferting of his Congregations in
the middeft of us, when he raifeth up the hearts of fo many his
faithfull and able fervants, to put their hands joyntly to a work
of this nature.  Nor fhall mine inftant prayers unto him ( the
only fervice that I can do you) be wanting in your behalf, that

be will be pleafed, te firengthen your hands in this his work,

and go along with you in the profecution thereof, that by the
gracious conduct of his powerfull Spirit, taking good effect,
and finding a profperous iflue, others may be encoyraged to
undertake the like werk, to the further reftauration and better

conftitution of his C hurches among us, the prefervation of his

people from thofe damnable Do@&rines, defiructive of the very
power of picty that are fcattered abroad in all“places with us,
and the firengthning of his flocks by mutual afiiftances againft
fuch feducers and falfe teachers, as would by flight or might
be either creeping in among them, or breaking in upon them.
There will, I doubt not, many difficulties encounter you in the
carrying on of foweighty a work (for what work of worth
or weighty concernment is without much difficulty accomplifh-
¢d?) aswell from cunningand fecret underminers, asby open
and violent oppofers. Butthe Lord All-fufficient is able to fur-
nifh you, aswith fpiritual wifdom to difcover and elude the
wiles of the one, {o with Chriftian coursgeto wreftle with,and
out. wreftle the other, {oasthat peither of them may be able to

prevail agairft you, no more then thele adverfaries of Gods
: ; ’ ' o people
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did in Nebemiabs dayes, either by their fox-like wiles,
or by their Lion-like threats and forcible attempts againft thofe
defpifed and derided ones, thatthen laboured in the reftaura-
tion of Gods Church, and Conftitution of his Setvice, amids
thofe manifold obftru®ions , difturbances and difadvantages
which in purfuance thereof they met with, as well ac home as
from abroad ; yea whatfoever the iffue of the bufinefs fhall be
(for the iffue of no mans atcempt is in his own hand)your pious
endeavour (and that is all God requires of us) fhall not go
unregarded or unrewarded with God. But I forget whom I
write to ; (onely I confider, that the acclamations even ofidle
{pectators are wont fomewbat to hearten thofe that are wreft-
ling or runningina race) and whom you intimate to bave
writtenunto, Bretheren much better able, each of them feve-
rally (jointly how much more abundantly ?) toafford you el-
ther advice or encouragement then my felf; and who.in" likeli-
hood, your Letters arriving far fooner with them then with
me, have long before this given fatisfaction to you in the office
therein required of them. : '

To draw towardsanend; as concerning the particular Cafe
propounded about the Adminiftration of the Sacravients of

- Baptifm and the Lords Supper in private upon fome fpecial oc-
«cafions: The Dire&ory indeed doth reftrain the Adminiftrati-

on of the Sacraments unto the place of publick meeting. And
T doubt not, but that the Queftion concerning the private Ad-
miniftration of citlier was ferioufly confidered of,and fedulouf-
l{{debated in the Committee whereunto that part of the Dire-
ory was then defigned, and again upon their report, if any
doubt were moved aboutir, in the publick Affembly; where
ifany were, the Scribes who took the feveral debates there in
writing, are beft able to enform: For my part I am not cer-
tain whether it were queftioned atall in the Affembly; nor do
I remember that that part of the Directory f2il to the Jot of that
Commiittee, whereof Iwasa Member : But for mine own opi-
nion heretn, I concur in judgement with that learned man Sam.
Marefins in Decifionibus Theologicis regimen, ordinems, praxin
- entaxian [peltantibms, Qu. 2. & 3. to wit, that howfoever
loci & temporis circumfPantia non [wnt de effentia Sacramenti,
yet itis 4 thing moft convenient, confidering the ‘nature anfd
ufe




ufe of the Sacraments, #:in publicis conventibms adwinifirentnr;,

which by him appears to have been the judgement of Celvin,
and is affirmed to be the conftant praice of moft of the Re-
formed Churches: And the contrary pracice, as it may feem
to favour, and be a means to nourifh fome Popifh conceits con-
cerning ecither Sacrament, the reliques whereof remain ftill
with many amongus : fo being in fome cafes admitted , it ma
bring in many inconveniences, one requiring the like privi-
ledge as well as another, and much murmurings and heart~
burnings, that it is not alike condefcended to, though the cafes
be not alike. Yea itis apparentalready, that where way hath
been given thereunto, others expecting aud exadting the fame
liberty, moft Baptifms in many places are become private : as
alfo private Communions are grown very common, defired
moft by ignorant or Popifhly affected people. For the Obje-
&ion from the children of Believers right to Baptifm; Ifup-
pofe the Anfwer not difficult : True, where it may fitly, and
with due conveniency be had : nor conceivel, under fubmifli-
on to better judgement, that the examples of the Eunuch ba-
ptized by Philip, or the Jayler by Panl, are of much force here,
to infer the like ufage and prrctice in fetled and embodied Con-
gregations. And for the other Sacrament, which is a more
fpecial badge and profeflion of eur mutual communion with
that body politick whereof we are members, 1t feems the rather
to require a publick Convention : neither feems there to appear
in Scripture any the leaft track or intimation of any admini-
firation of this Sacrament, fave at times and in places of publick
Convention. _ g
Thus, i, Ihave beenbold, according to your requeft,to
acquaint you with my thoughts berein, without p;‘e]‘udlcﬁ,(%
any, that may herein diffent from me, and with fubmiffion ok
mine opinion to further informatien from others that may be:
ither quicker fighted, or better experienced in bufineffes of
this nature, being a matter not fo much of neceflity ds of conve-
- niency and expediency, wherein the fcale in fome cafes may turia
cither way. : "
The Lord, Sir, vouchfafeto givea bleffing unto the pre en;
bufinefs : and to fupport and firengthen you bothin body an
minde, that you may be yet further ufefull unto his people, ba;
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by your conftznt eourfes and indefatigable endeavours hitherto
you have been. Thatwhichis and fhall be the hearty prayer
of him ; who earneftly craves of youthe like Chriftian office at
the Throne of grace in his behalf , that he may be fuftained and
enabled to ftand uprighe in thefe faltring and deficient dayes,
that the clofe of his frail and fainty condition, which he appre-
hendeth near at hand, may be accompanied with inward com-
%‘r‘t’l??fd peace; and whofe defirc is hereby to acknowledge
imfe A '

s et~
= e Your unworthy Fellow-fervant, -
| and dcfcrvcdly high ctcemer
of you;: felf dnd your
; fruitfull Labours
s : T e Thohﬂ'qd;aker.

e

POSTSCRIPT.

SIR, . : | ,
[ A Lbeit Icannot pre(ent yon With ought of mint equivalent, o

X of like nfetocither of yonrs, yer I foall intreat you to accep?
of [wch a [orry Piece , as fome kinde of nece/Jity bath extorted from
me, Which With thefz you foall receive: Thi defect of mymemory
mnch failing me, a5 You may eafily defery by my frequent mifta=
kings, which I hope yon Will excnfe. 5% ‘
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Wortlg] Sir, 2,
Ours of May 24. together wich your very welcome
g prelent (for both which I return you many thanks, a
forry requital) came to my hands fuze 7. uponreseipt
whereof, perceiving by the Title , that it contained

dealt in by fome able hand and pen, and deemed none fitter in

all other bafinefles afide, addreffed my felf unto the curfory
perufal of the feveral parcels. That which T purpolely made
 choife of to begin with, was that debate with Mr Kendal, the
rather, becaufeI had heard both the Work and Workman by
fome highly extolled, though I had never feen ecither ; and a
religious Gentlewomanfometime vifiting me, among other dil-
courfe, related unto me, that underftanding that notice was gt-
ven of an Ordination of Minifters to be on fuch adayin fucha

better to fee the whole carriage of that folemn performance, the
* % deman-

much variety and fiore of fuch matter, asI much defired to fee

divers refpects to undertake then your felf; I prefently fetting -

place, and repairing early thither to get a convenient rocm,the
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‘had been femetime long Gnce commended much to me by a pi-
ous Kinfwoman, that profeffed to have received no fmall be-

" to defcry and difcover the folly and vanity of, whilethey pleale

1y, but asthe Apoftle fpeaks, ¥ drimwr X5 evasgiey anfmts.

O

demanded of the Clerk (as they term him) who officionfly -at-
tended ber, Who was the Paftor of the place > who anfwered
her, it wasoneDr Kerdal, a gallant Preacher, one that bad -
written againft Ms Baxrer 5 and by occafion thereof asking me,
who that Mz Baxrer was; 1 told ber,if {he would but read fach
awork of yours, which L ofed to commend to my frien :

nefit and comfort by it, (whenas1had not fo much asheard of
your name before, though of another of the fame name, 00-
thing like you) {re might foon come to know both who, and
what manner of man you were. Howbeit in reading over .
Mr Eyre’s Vindicia, lighting on a ftrange Expofition of that
Scripture- phrafe, ixGods fight, cited out of hum, there began
to arife fome doubt in my minde, whether the mans foundnefs
of jodgement might be all out anfwerable to the high report
ratfed of him, and abated with me much of the cfteem, that I
had formerly entertained of him. Nor do I finde it much 1m-
proved again with me, by his whole Digre/fion read over, as 19
finde it related here in your Book; notwithitanding that, Tan-
quam Martins angnis, Nec media plus parte leves creflus_in an-
ras, D[picit omne nemus 5 and as onc mounted up into fome
lofey Cliair, he feem to caft Lis eye down on his Adverfary,
whom he hath picked outto oppofe, as one fitting beneath at
his footftool, or lying far below him on the ground ; whom he 2
therefore frequently turns off rather with ironies then with Ar-

uments. But fuch high- flown fpirits Thave fo oft obferved, @

¢ large promifersand fcant performers, that apud me magrs
fidem premsiffa levant 5 and 1 fee them fometime , while they
frive to fhew their rank wits, {lip into fuch abfurdities, as
other of weaker brains and fhallower capacities are able eafily

and pride themfelves in them, and look that other ﬁhoa}d ap-
plaud them. Having difpatched your Debate with him, 1
went on to the enfuing ones, inwhom, as in the former, many
paffages I could not feade but with much indignation, divers
not without laugliter. And truly, Sir, it vexed menota liccle,
to think how you were fallen into the hands, not @ datyw? Of-

uch:
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fach as feem to have faid afidein their dealing wich o
Chriftianity and charity alone, but even c@mmgon civi!izg?’inlégf
nuity, humanity, and fhame: and yet withall could T not for-
bear to laugh ac their folly, that had no more wit and difcretion
then by fuch manner of dealing {0 inconfiderately to lay 0pex;
their own nakednefs, and expofe themfelves in the iffue unto
contempt even with the meancit,lofing much of that repuration ;
with fober-minded men at leaft,that berore by their parts other- : ]
wayes they had gained, while by fuch unchriftian, unfeemly and - :
unfavoury carriages they feek toimprove and inhance it.But you
have, Sir, for the main matters in conteft between you and
them, befides their reproachfull and cheating courfes (for they
are many of them no other, no better) fo put it home to them,
that you have throughly and abundantly vindicated your felf,
caufe and credit, from their falfe and frivolous afperfions, with
all not grofly fore ftalled and palpably partial; and I foppofe
\ they will have little lult (thofe later of them above pointed at, I
mean, thatyet furvive) to reply ought, unlefs they have fo
brazed the fore-head, that they regard not at all, what men
deem or fay ofthem, fo they may feem to fay fomewhat, and
have the laft word : Which s, Idoubt, in part the difpofition
of that grand Champion of the Anripadsbaptifte (for an Ana-
baptift he will not yet be termed ) who (as I am enformed )
hath lately publifhed a Work of that fubjé&, in way of Aufwer 2
;o a whole half dozen of Oppofites, whereof you are faid to

e one.

For your Confeffion, I thould have been glad to have feen .

it, and thall be right glad to feeit, when it fhall come abroad.
But I heard nothing ac all from your Bookfzller concerning it :
your Letter and Book being brought over to me by a poor wo-
man, whom he made ufe of for the delivery of it, who having
delivered ic, made no ftay. NordoTfuppofethatit neededany :
perufal of mine, not likely to contain any matter of moment,
that would require change: and if fome phrafe or form of : ;
fpeech fhould have occurred, concerning fome notion, which :
in other terms I fhould have deemed more ficly exprefled, yet
might your own expreflions feem the fitter to you, as mine to
me’; nor would the matter in likelihood have been of that im-

portance, asmight countervail either the delay of the Work,
Axg = being
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being already in part wrought off, or the damage neceffarily
incurred , by either the ftay of the Prefs, or reprinting, while
Letters at fuch diftance paffe vicifim to and fro. Otherwife I
fhould not have been nice of affording that office, though lefle
needfull, toone, whom I ingenuoufly acknowledgeto owe fo
muchto in divers refpects, and concerning mine efteem of
whom I beth fpeak and write that occafionally to others, which
I will not to your felf; which T am not wont to desy unto di-
vers other, whom I ftand lefle engaged unto, requefting of
me, for what caufe fometime I know not, (o perufe fome
things, which they purpofe for the Preffe, or have already
publifhed, and to give my thoughts thereof; which though I
finde fometime a thankleffe office, yet hath proved with other
fome not unufefull. From yours, Sir, I fhould rather have
hopled to learn and gain fomewhat, thento help mend or bettes
ought. . =
As for mine own work,though having found ita very tedious
bufineffe, toraife any well-compofed frame out of fuch maim-
ed and confufed Notes or {craps rather, asI finde them to be;
gtl bad begun to fetupon ir, and had written out fome few
eets of it, when fome other urgent occafions intervening,
enforced to lay itafide: and to let you know the plain truth, I
am now ata ftand (confideringthe multitude of intricate que-.
ftions, and nice fubtilties concerning this fubject, that I meet
with in the writings of learned men, occafioned a great part
of them by thofe vain and fond fancies, which thefe men have
of late broached, and many are much taken with among us,
_fuch asl l‘xcde’dreamed of, when above twenty yearsago Ldealt
in this Argument,framing my then Difcourfe ina practical way
moft, to the capacity of a plain popular Auditory, in ‘doubt
whether at all to refame it, and return to it again. Howfoever
I fhall not refrain briefly to acquaint you with my minde con-
cerning the feeming difference of thofe two great Apoftles in
this point, whichI fuppofe will prove the fame in fubftance
with what I finde here 1n yours. :
The Cafe or Queftion in Pazland fames to me feems not the
fame. In Panlthe Queflion is of finne in general, concerning
which whenany man fhall cherewith be charged; there is no
smeans whereby he may be juftified, thatis, juftly a(fqiled,frolxln
5 .= : the.




Juftice for finne; and bis Faith inir, giving hima right to 1t,
and intereft init. Whereasin fames the Queftion is concerning
{fome fpecial finne, and the queftioned perfons guilt of it, or
freec!om fromit, to wit, Whether a man be a true or a coun-
terfeit believer, afound and fincere, or a falfeand feigned Pro-
feflour? Inwhich cafe, any perfon that is wrongfully fo char-

appeal to God himfelf : That which may be illuftrated with in-
‘ftances for either cafe in Abraham , David, Job, Panl, and
others, The firft hint and occafion given me to the confidera-
tion hereof, was from a Collation that a reverend and learned

in Cambridge had of this Argument, whenI was a young no-
vice in that Houfe. Paxl, faid he, dealeth in genere didattico,

ners by nature, to become difcharged of your {innes,is by faith
in Chriftsbloud.  James, in genere elenttico by way of Exae
mination and Triall ; as the Mafter. in hearing and exami-

you can fay it; you can conftrue and pearce it : if not, it
is certain you have not yet learned it. So here. Have you taken
out the Leffon Paxl taught you ? Yea, then you can fay,
then you can fhew it. Do you believe in Chrift 2 Yea,then it will
appear in your life, elfeitisapparentyou do not. So he then;
and either from him or fome other I remember to have heard

fidews.  Thefe gave hints of that, which 1 afterward pitched on.
and cleared at the Commencement in Cambridge, where (asI
am informed by a Letter from my worthy Friend Dt Tuckzey,
who withall fent me his Sermon, a Learned and pious Piece,
Preached at the Funerall of that Faithfull and Painfull Servant
and memory ofit, together with the late departure fromus of

\h‘;‘" 3

the otherwife juft charge of being a finner, but by 4z faithin”
. : , butby ki faith in
Chrifts blowd § Chrifts bloud having made Satisfaction to Gods -

ged, may plead not guilty , and offer himfelf to be tried bK'
his works, as in fome cafes Gods Saints have done; even with
Divine Mr 75bu# Boyfe, one of the Semior Fellows of St fohns:

by way of Inftrution and Information, as the Mafter giving
the Scholar out his leffon : the onely way for you, being fin-

ning his Scholar. Have you learned your lefflon? Yea, then

that cited as Zanchies, Fides juftificat hominem, opera jufbificant

But T hope this &raiparis will fhortly be more fully difcuffed -

of Chrift Dr Hill, now at length Printed: The lofs of whom

my next Neighbour Mt #hitaker, not coming fhort of that.
R e e e othex:
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other eminent perfon either for piety or fedulity in the work of

the Lord, wherein alfo they were for fome fpace of time Col-
legues, while God was pleafed to continue any meafure of abi-
!i;_y to him, and a mirour of patience amids thofe extremities
of pains that the Lord for alongtime exercifed him with, pro-

ceeding from exulcerated Kidneys, a Stone in the Bladder, and

the neck thereof gangrened ; a pretious man, and the lofs of

~ himmuch lamented by all the Pious in thefe parts. Ah, how

many fuch ufefull Inttruments far younger perfons then my
felf hath the Lotrd of late taken away in the midft of their daies,
in the prime of their firengd®h, when they might bave further

* have been very ferviceableto his people, having much need of

fuch in thefe loofe and unfetled times, while I ftay ftill, asa rot-
ten ftake in the hedge, rather needing fupport then helping to
fupport ; oras his erumcus fiewlnns, inmtile lignum, cunlvn myxela,
encombring only the ground ; anufelefs creature, a bare title
of a ftander, which now at length I have alfo wholly in ajman-
ner divefted my felf of, and devolved to one of good abilites tO
undertake and undergo the Charge, under the weight whereof
Ihavelong groaned. But, Sir, you may perceive by this im-
pertinent excurfion, quam per aratem malams hanc, asheterms
it, and So/omon himfelf , deliram, as the propriety of the word
isby fome Criticks deemed to import, and forget what I was
about, and had begun to relate. De femitd in viams. At the
approaching At or Commencement at Cambridge, the former
Thefisto be difputed and afferced the fecond day is faid to be
this, Facobss uow contradicic Panlo in eArvicndo ?nﬂiﬁcationh:
the later is concerning the Deity of Chrift : Thofe for the firft
day are, Evangelici convenientes in fundamentalibus debent [e
wmutno ferre in extrafundamentalibns, Articuli fidei [npra ra-
tionem non [unt contra rationsm. All of them very feafonable

and futable to the ftate of thefe times. ‘- :
In running over thefe your Elaborate Debates, ( which 1
wonder much, confidering mine own weaknefs efpecially, how
{3{1 were able with fuch fpeed to difpatch, or could finde ume
utto write) thongh but insgeas, (whicha great Author inht-
bites) and by ftarts, (being oft interrupted by enavoidable in-
tervening occurrents, and reftlefs, untill I returned again to
them) fo greedy was I of devouring the whole, when I had
: i -~ once
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erce taken a taft of it, that much of it went down without’
chewing, while I feared to be taken off mainly, if not wholly
ere ] were got to an end, by fome expected imployments which
go much againft the hair with me, butT cannot fhift off. ‘How-
beit in this pofting hafte I tock notice of a flip or two overfeen
at the Prefs, and in the Errara therefore notappearing: It is
the want of a negative in two places not farre afunder, if] mi-
ftake not, with Z. C. p.270. prope fin. The firft Grace hath &
prerequifite Condition, though oft prepararions,8cc. Should it not
be, no prerequifive Condition ? Again, p.276.0.12. 1.That God
did (not, fure'wants) from eternity fend bis Son,m———but in the
fulnefs of time, &c. butany ordinary Reader may of himfelfea-
fily difcover the defect in either of thofe places, and without
other help fupply it. As alfo that in the Debate with Mr B/

p-155.0.2. The moft=-=-thas explain (for, exclaim) againft my (Thes
efe

thefe, Credere non eft altus [ubditi vel legatarii, fed Relloris, my fenfe,

fenfe, whence with us a Credicor,for fidei alterins quidpiam com- abfurd
mistere, may be aftio Teftatoris, but how that will agree with “:‘e‘fl‘t‘
the main drift of your difcourfe, I conceive not, and there 8. )
feems therefore to me, unlefs I miftake, fome miftake in the
words. »
" Concerning Belizving in Chrift, (which feems fcarce good
Englith) or Trafting on him, or in bim, ( which I fuppofe the
more proper) I cannot as yet conceive, but that, to Truft on
Chrift and to Receive bim,and tobe Bred of Gud, (for fo I would
rather render it Bred, then Born,to take off that nice diftin&tion,
wherewith B. D, feeks to elude Mr P. in his Appendix) and to
be Adopted by God, are fo many diftin& notions, yea and fe-
verall things, though never fevered. And the term of Recei=-
wing being acknowledged to. be Metaphoricall, (as, if my me-
mory do not, which frequently it doth, fail me, your felf fome=
where expreflyfay) of Z7uffing on or in being proper : itmay
feem ot fo fitto define, defcribe, or expound the proper by
the tropicall, whichin DrGouges Definition of Faith I firft ob-
ferved,but could not then fo well relifh, and finde fince inmany
other : Nor do finde where the term of Regencrationis ufed to:

e ' e

Pudgement. Butibidp.38.09. thereis a paflage thacI havebeen Lo /C
chewing the cud upon, and cannot getover: The words are . ;uf i

{adicis & Teftatoris, &c. Tamnot ignorant that Credere in that but otherg:
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‘gomprehiend Jultification , Remiffion and Adoption; which

¥011 feem to affirm, with L. C. p. 200. whereas onthe other
ide Mr Forbesin his of Juftification, makes Adcption to com-

prehend ir, which he makestherefore the prime benefit, and
the reft to fpring from it, whereinI cannot affent to him. Nor
can 1 yet bring my minde to clofe with B. Downbars againft M*
Pembls ; in Defence of whom againft him I had oncea purpofe
to write a fhort Difcourfe framed out of fuch Exceptions as I
had blurred the Margin of my Book withall, and to have crow-
deditinto fome other Work. ‘And yoyr felf alfo feem to de-
part from him, in placing Faith before R,egeneration,where you
fay with M BL p. 103. prope fim This (viz. totake God fin-
cerely for their God ) no unrenewed foul ever did or can do.
Nor feems B. Davemant o clear berein, making fome graces

- concomitants of Faith, as Repentance; fome confequents, a3
Love. Wherein alfo you feem to leave him, affirming the Re-

ception of Chrift to be a loving receiving of him, which cannot
be without Love. As for the Inftrumentality of Faith in or about

- the work of Juftification, albeit the term commonly received

and ufed be not proper, yetasthe meaning may be, you feem

“not to difallowit. And furely Faich as a medinm feems to have

amore peculiar Office in the tranfacion of that main bufinefs
of Juftification,then either Repentance or any other grace, as
the Love or Fear of God, or the like. Which to me E’eems the
more apparent, becaufeI finde it fo oft {aid in the Word, that
men are juftified by Faith, but no where by Repentance, albeit
that alfo be as a condition thereunto required : as alfo that form
of fpeech, mistsés mf diuam, fides, ot fiduciabn Jfanguine, fecms
to intimate and imply, that this grace hath a more {peciall re-
ference then any other, tothe fatisfa&ion made to Gods juftice
for our fins by Chrifts fufferings, which alone we can plead for

our difcharge of them at Gods Iribunall. Nor is it as 1 con-

ceive the intent of our Divines, when they ufe that term, to lay
upon it the main firefs of the great difference between us a0
the Papifts in the Doérine of Juftification, which as it 15 laid

- down in the Council of Tress, (howfoever foms of them that

wrote before it, came ia a manacr home to us,and fome of them
that have writ {ince, feem now and then to condefcend much

to us, till they come to deliver the genuine fenfe of the Cb?tnd:l)
s o B : - ftands




ftandsupon otger terms, as Guil, Rivetws hath fhewed at large
P ; ; g
in his Vindicie Evangelica de fuftificat.Part.3, Cap.2, & 3. But
thefe things, §3», I mention not to put you unto the trouble of
writing about them, having your hands {o over-full already;
but to propound them only to your confideration, as you find,
or meet with occafion. Many thoughts of them, but confufed
ones, I have fometime in my brains, which I finde no fit terms
to exprefs, nor ability aptly to diftinguifh and orderly to di-
geft: Trouble enongh, and more then enough, I fear, I have
gut-you unto, in tendring to youn thefe fo many fcrabbled and
lurred lines, which I am fcarce able fometime to reade over
again my felf.  Nor will | imitate the Florentine Cooper, whom
his fonl, when hewas fo long about lighting a candle to fee i,
hecks for complaining of andlaying the fault on the moiftnefs
of the tinder, the bluntnefs of the ftone, and. the badnefs of
the fteel, when indeed the main defe and default wasin the
weaknefs and unfteadinefs of his own hand ; excufing this my
fcrawling by the badnefs of my pen, ink and paper, none yet
of which I was well ftored with at prefent, nor can I be fur-
nifhed with, whenI want, or have notat hand, but from the
City ; but the main reafon of my fuch {lovenly and illegible
writing, and {o oft blotting and interlining, 1s partly from my
flippery memory, that forgets whatI began with, ere the fen-
tence be ended, and partly from mine unfteady hand, very
much fhaking after a few lines of any length drawn flowly out
and difpatcht, and this unfteadinefs, (contrary to the wont of
moft others) being much more troublefom to meinhot wea~
ther thenin cold, and making writing therefore more tedious
to me in the heat of Summer then at any other time. Butit 18
high time for me to ceafe by my prating ( you may well apply
to me that of the Poet, not fo ancient as the Name given him
pretended, O [olé fortes garrnlisate fenes )
to moleft you, and withhoeld you from better and more ufefull
employments, I (hall concludeall, as with a renewed ackrow-
ledgement of a double engagement unto you, the one for your
gift and your peculiar affection to me thereby expreffed, the
ather for the work it felf, and the bufinefs therein undertaken

and tranfaded, fo exceedingly advantagious, if not for the
m the untamable

v ftopping o-f the mouths, ( for vzl:i) can char e
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ebnﬁies of fuch quarrelfom, ficentious and fham!lcfs peopled)
oft

efe broachers and abettors of thefe pernicious conceptions
and impious notions gilded over with the fpecious Titles of Free
Grace, and Gofpel-Do&rines, & like thofe Quackfalvers
implements, of which that Ancient Writer, Tituli habent phar-
waca O remedia, pyxides venena, Yet tO difcover their frauds
and the dangeroufnefs of their devicesto others, andto defend
and elear up the truth of God againft their wicked impoftures,
and confequently for the ftaying of thofe that otherwife might
be, and the reducing of fome at leaft, thathave been feduced by
them ; in which kinde I hold, as all Gods people in generall,
and my felfin particular, very deeply engaged unto any whom
they know to have eminently {aboured, as your felf here have
done, andto blefs God for ftirring themup agd enabling them
thereunto : So with earneft alfo and hearty prayer unto him,
whofe work it is that herein you do, that he will vouchfafe in
much mercy and goodnefs, to fecond thefe your Pious underta-

- kingswith his blefling, whereby they may become efficacious

for t!flc end by you intended in them, to fupport and ftrengthen

you in your prefent languifhing condition, againft the malici~
ous calumnies and oppofitions of your ill-minded Adverfaries,

and to enable you to proceed in the propugnation of his Truth

and caufe, foas his might may appear in your weaknefs, That

which fhall be the conftant requeft at the Throne of Grace of.
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Rederith - June 2.
2RI Yonr feehle and Weak: handed,

but unfained and fincerely affeched’
Friend and Fellow-ﬁrwm,

Tho. Gataler: .

M! Gatakers:
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M Gatakers laftLetter with his Notes.

Wonthy Sir, ~ VeE
Y Father being by an extream languifhment of body
: M difinabled to write unto you himfelf, hath required
‘B ' me to give you this account of his prefent condition, .
and of his endeavours 10 exprefs %l : '
you: On§uly 7. be received fome fheets of your Confeffion :
the night following be was furprized with fainting fi
afterwards turned to a Tertian Feaver: yetin the int
perufed your Paperss wherein’ he met ndtlbiﬁ,g”quum\‘mb-
ment that required any @n e, things ©
concernment he had noted in a loofe Paper, which you
finde inclofed herein, He lies now expecting Gods feafont of
removall of him hence, which he profeffes much to defire, fro-
ping that his unquiet and painfull ftate h
mercy exchanged for ableffed condition of teft in the'Lord,
before this come to you. He befeeches God to lengthen out

the line of your life,’ inabling you to proc
Truth, againft thefe novell inventions, 2
your felf from thefe grofs and falfe calumnies
Thus, worthy Sirs
and I defire you to impley your pra
ring you that your good opinion 0
Father hath engaged me t0 remain,

nd to the clearing of
ofil-minded men.

my Father recommends |
yers for our comfort, aflu=

is refpedts unto -

imadverfion. ‘Some, things of lefs

ete wilLllne,by,_;Gods ;

eed in Defence of his-

ds himfelf unte you,.

f, and kinde refpec to MY,

875,
Rederith July 21, ,
1654, Y ostr very loving Friend '
o and Jervamn the Lord, .
Charles Gataker.-
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23.1.1. Though I have read] The fentence feems «raxé-
%m nothing to- anfwer the things. 3. The Author a
“Papiff.]] 1have run over much of his Book, and finde him an

"Arminian and a Revelationift, notaPapift. S
. Pag.40.8.25.1.4. To fanitific is to pardon] If Juttification
confift in pardon, asyou feem to hold, and by repentanceas a
conditien we obtain pardon, it feems then that we are fanctified
before we are juftified, and cogfequegtly pardoned. . *
Pag.41.#.26.L.11. Sanility andphrafes.] reade, Praifes.
Pag.77.1.21. ThoGratins [aith.] reade, Though (or though
Jeil. quanguam ) Grovins faith, : ; :
Pag80.L4. Aswe did.] reade, Asif we did.
Pag.108.1.7,8. Anymanman] reade, may.
Pag.114.1.2. whick the contrary epinion lies.] Somewhat
feems to be wanting.

o AMlicubi [eribitur, Tnterceffion for Intercifion.

The ﬂ;gers H., I. Thad not. Thc laft fheet I received
is 7.
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