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Hefe Papers are ambitious o f accompany-
;ing thofe againft Popery into your H i g h -
ueis prefence, f o r the tender o f their fer-
vice , and that upon the fame account. 
T h e Controverfies here decided, are thofe 

that have had a hand i n m o f t o f the .great t ranfa&ions 
that o f late years have here paft *, and that ftiHhavea 
hand in the differences that hinder our defired peace. I 

A obfervc 



T h e E-piftle Dedicatory-
obferve that the N a t i o n generally rejoyceth in your 
peaceable entrance upon the Gore rnment . A n d are af­
fected w i t h indignat ion, i f they hear bu t any rumors 
that t roublefomperfons would d i f t u rb their hopes. A n d 
many are perfwaded that you have been ftrangely kept , 
f r o m participating in any o f our late b loody content i ­
ons , that G o d might make you an Healer o f our 
breaches, and imploy you in that Temple- w o r k , which 
D4^/V/himfelf migh t not be honoured w i t h , though it 
Wits in bis mind, becaufe he had fhed blood abundantly, and 
made great wars, T C h r o n . 2 2 . 7 , 8 . I perceive alfo that 
fome [etthmcnt o f Church-affairs w i l l be expecled f r o m 
y o u by t h e m o f t . A n d therefore i t concerneth all our 
welfare that you be we l l acquainted w i t h the ftate o f 
thofe differences , about which all w i l l expect your 
judgement. For my own part I t h i n k not that mat­
ters are half fo far out o f order in the ChurcheSj as m o d 
difcontented men imagine : But yet I know there is 
much to be mended, wherein bo th G o d and m o f t good 
men expect you uhould contribute a considerable part. 
Some th ink t h e s is, no Settlement i n the Church , t i l l 
they are in the faddle, and all their Brethren are become 
their fervants, and do them obey fance. A n d alas, we 
have thofe that take i t fo r no fettlement, t i l l they have 
the f w o r d in their o w n hands, or have engaged you to 
ufe i t at their difcret ion,and may again fill the Prifons 
or other Lands, w i t h their Brethren that are far better 
then themfelves : T h o f e I mean that in their wri t ings 
f o g lory that their predecefTors hang'd the Pur i t ans , 
and lament that o f late they were but fiUnced^s being a 
lefs effect uall means. Some would have no other fettle-
ment then we have , or elfe would have Licentiaufntfs 
fettledby a L a w , and have unlimited Likny in Religion. 
Doubt lefs thefe are confeious what i t is that they have 
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need o f : I f Heathens, Inf idels and Papifts be but ex* 
cepted out o f the Tole ra t ion , i t difpleafeth them ) A n d 
we can eafijy conjedure why . I f we grant them all the 
Liber ty o f their confciences ( t h a t is, of thek mif-bel ief , 
becaufe, alas, we cannot cure i t ) i t f a t i s f l e th them not , 
unlefs they may have alfo L ibe r ty o f tongue and Pra-
ftife. W h e n I have heard and read the Reafonings o f 
f o m e o f them againft the Immor ta l i ty o f the f o u l , and 
the Chr i f t i an Rel igion i t f e l f , I have wondered w h y 
they fliould take i t fo r fuch a point of L i b e r t y , to have 
leave to draw others to their opinion , when they feem 
t o t h i n k that mens Happinefs or M i f e r y is no more 
concerned i n i t . Thefe are the men that te l l the w o r l d 
that Magiftrates have nothing to do w i t h Rel ig ion , bu t 
on ly w i t h our Peace and Bodi ly welfare,contrary to the 
fu l l e f t T e f t i m o n y o f the Scriptures : W h i c h is but t o 
perfwade men to efteem you as the d i r t o f the earth 3 

and to value the M i n i f t r y above the Magiftracy,as much 
as the Soul is better then the Body , and as Heaven is 
better then this dunghi l l -wor ld . A n d f o r this odious 
doctrine, they have no'f tronger reafon , then becaufe 
that Heathen Princes are uncapable o f deciding matters 
about Rel ig ion . A s i f mens w i l f u l l and wicked ind i f -
pof i t ion w o u l d change the o f f i c e , and difoblige b o t h 
them and thofe that are gu i l ty o f no fuch u n f i t n e f s , 
f r o m the obligations laid upon them by the L o r d • 
T h e y may as wife ly fay that a fober Phyf i t ian is o b ­
liged to no more then a drunken one can perform ; or 
that a feeing man may do no more then the blind can 
d o : O r that a Learned Prince may not meddle w i t h 
L e a r n i n g , becaufe an unlearned Prince is unf i t for i t . 
Bu t any man that hath read BelUrmine^P*r(ons^Gtttfer^ 
or fuch l ike Jefuites, may k n o w the Fathers o f this do­
ctrine : N o t h i n g more familiar w i t h them 3 then that 

A 2 Princes 
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Princes have nothing to do bu t fo r our Bodies , and 
the C o m m o n Peace but fo r foo th i t is the Pope 
that m u f t Rule a l l about our Souls. The Libertines 
know whofe caufe they plead. Bu t veri ly men that re­
gard the Interef t of C h r i f t and their fa lva t ion , wou ld 
le t l ight by Princes, i f they believed them to be fuch 
tenefUiall animals as Papifts and Libertines would make 
them. 

Some alfo there be, that would have a fettlement up ­
on too rigorous terms, though they would not have it, 
executed w i t h cruelty. M o d men w o u l d fain have 
their own opinions prevail , and too many place too much 
o f their Rel igion in cenfuring as Heterodox 'all that 
differ f r o m them, and th ink i t an evidence of their G o d -
linefs that they are Uncharitable •, and feeing many 
minds and waies, they t h i n ^ t h a t puniihment m u f t heal 
them all : N o t that they wou ld be driven to their 
Brethren , bu t all their Brethren m u f t be driven u n t o 
them. 

I n the mid f t o f all thefe crofs expectations 5 i f you 
w i l l confult w i t h , and obey the L o r d , ! dare bo ld ly t e l l 
y o u , i t is paft all doubt v that you m u f t avoid extreams , 
and keep as tenderly the golden mean, in this po in t , as 
in any that concerns y o u . I f you give L ibe r ty t o A l l 
that is called Re l ig ion , you w i l l foon be judged o f no 
R e l i g i o n , and loved accordingly. I f you To far clofe 
w i t h any Party o f them that wa lk in the fa i th o f C h r i f t , 
and the fear o f G o d , as to deal r igoroufly w i t h the re f t , 
y o u w i l l be hated by therryis a Perfecutor. A n d i f men 
beoppref led in that wh ic luhey value above their l ives, 
i t w i l l tempt them to neglect their lives for their relief. 
I f y o u joyn w i t h no .Church in the Lords Supper and 
other holy C o m m u n i o n , le f t you fee m to efpoufe the 
party that you j o y n w i t h , you w i l l b y mo ft be judged t o 
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be carnally w i f e , f e l f - f eek ing and irreligious, or one 
that is yet t o f e e k for your Rel ig ion. I f you refrain 
all that areagainft the great undoubted Truths o f C h r i f t , 
f r o m infecling ethers, and own all that hold the Necefjary 
Truths in Codlinefs and Charity, you w i l l pleafe bo th 
G o d , and m o f l good men. A n d i f you hold your per-
fonall C o m m u n i o n w i t h thofe that are o f your o w n 
judgement in IelTer differences , this w i l l n o t l o f e y o u 
the affections o f the godly ( t h o u g h of a few factious 
per fons i t m3y ) as long as you are a tender Father to 
them a l l . though you Communicate but w i t h fome. 
T h e G o d l y Emperours that fuppref t the Arrians and 
many Herefies, maintained the Nov at tans in the Liber -
t y o f their Churches 3 and were beloved both by the 
Novations and the Orohodox, But i f y o u could be the 
happy in f t rument o f taking away the Divifeons o f the 
Godly, that there might be no f u c h th ing as forties cr 
Separations k n o w n among them ( t h o u g h d ive r fuy o f 
opinions there w i l l be ) ( a n d i f you ccuia give all the 
Mini f te rs o f the Na t ion a pattern of fuch union o f the 
tolerable dilTenting parties in your own Parlors, w i t h 
w h o m you fliall Communicate ) this would be the way 
to l i f t you higheft in the Ef teem and Love o f all your 
people, and make them fee that you were appointed o f 
G o d to be a Healer and Reftorer and to glory in you, 
and blefs God for you as t h e i n f t r u m e n t o f our chiefeft. 
peace. A n d O what a precedent and preparative i t 
would be, for the Healing o f all the Proteftant Chur ­
ches th rough the wor ld / A n d certainly your Highnefs 
hath a fair oppor tun i ty fo r this happy vvork - Y o u enter 
in afeafon when we are tired wi th contention, and fen-
f ib lc o f our lofs and danger, and tenderer then former­
l y o f one another,and the m o f t ^ngry parties are much 
affwaged, and there is not fo much reproach and 

A 3 , 
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nefs among the G o d l y , as lately there hath been. A 
Spiri t o f Peace and Heal ing is lately r ifen in the hearts 
of many thoufands in the L a n d , and Min i f t e r s that d i f ­
fered ,do lov ing ly aflbciate, and m o f t do feel the fmar t 
o f our D i v i f i o n s , and are fo prepared fo r a perfecler 
clofure, that they wait but f o r fome Leading hand. I 
am certain that there are Healing Principles before us, 
and a temperament is obvious to judicious charitable 
men, upon which we might accord. A n d , though fome 
are too rough to lie in any bu i ld ing , yet moderate men 
are to be found o f every par ty , that deferveth your en­
couragement, w h o m y o u may ufe as a precedent to the 
ref t , and i n f t i uments to promote this w o r k . I t is y o u 
that have thofe great advantages that can facilitate that 
which to others were impoff ible : and f r o m you i t is ex­
pected. I n this B o o k , and one o f Conf i rma t ion ,wh ich 
I lately pub l i /hed , I confidently a f f i r m , is contained 
much o f that Reforming , Reconci l ing T r u t h wh ich 
muf t heal us if ever we be healed. A n d though the ftu-
dy o f fuch matters require much t ime, yet feeing G o d 
c o m m a n d e d Princes that the Book of his Law depart net 
out of then moutbes, but that they meditate in it day and 
nighty that they may do according to it, ^oflu 1 .8 . I may 
fuppofe that they w i l l be w i l l i n g alfo to meditate on 
fuch Books as help them tounderftand i t . I fhould have 
been as ready as another to cenfure fuch an addrefsas 
thi$,as gu i l t y o f prefumptuous boldnefs,but that I con-
fider what is the w o r k o f my C a l l i n g , and what i t is to 
be f a i t h f u l l t o the Eternall G o d , and am confcious o f 
fidelity to your Highnefs i n my bo ld ne f s , and k n o w 
that thefe are neceffary T r u t h s , and that to the Conn-
JeUors of Peace is joy, Prov. 1 2 . 2 0 . and have no interef t 
i n this wor ld that I r ega rd , in comparifon o f the 
Churches happinefs. M y earneft Prayers f o r your 

Highnefs 
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Highnefs mall b e , that your o w n f o u l being firftfub-
jected and devoted whol ly un to G o d , y o u may Rule us 
as one that is Ruled by h i m , and never k n o w any In te -
ref t but his, and that which is fubferv ient to h i m , and 
may efcape that ( tumbl ing ftone, on which the Princes 
o f the earth do commonly dalli themfelves in pieces '• 
even by e fpouf ing an In teref t contrary to C h r i f t s , and 
f o growing jealous o f his holy waies , and fal l ing out 
w i t h them : and that G o d would endue your Highnefs 
w i t h that heavenly W i f d o m , that is fTrft Pare, and then 
Peaceable, Jam. 3. 17. and you may efcape the flatter­
ing fuggeftions o f the wifdom of the fep), and ferious 
Piety may be the firft part o f your Policy, that fo the 
Eternal l God may be engaged in the Protection o f your 
Dominions and Y o u : Tha t y o u may alwaies remem­
ber, that you are Char ts and your Peoples, and not 
your O w n : and that the diligent promot ing o f G O D -
L Y N E S S and C O N C O R D may be the ftu-
dy and refolved w o r k o f your L i f e . T h i s is the way 9 

and only this, (letfleffi and blood fay what it w i l l ) to 
make you t r u l y Great and Happy. G o d is the Center 
and C o m m o n Inreref t o f a l l his fervants. Keep clofe 
t o hrm,and they w i l l all keep clofc to you . There is no 
other C o m m o n In te re f t , nor any th ing that the G o d l y 
do f o highly value. I f they fee that i t is indeed fo r G o d , 
they can bear ^ny t h i n g , or do any th ing for they are 
w h o l l y devoted to bim alone. T h e more o f God ap-
peareth on you , and the more you promote his Intereft 
i n the wor ld , the highlyer w i l l you be advanced,and the 
dearer w i l l you be to all that Love h im. A n d even w i t h 
the ungodly mul t i tude, that Piety is honoured in P r in ­
ces, that is defpifed in their neighbours and the hand 
o f G o d is plainly demonftrated in their f n rv iv ing H o ­
nour the names o f Pious Princes being G r e a t , when 
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the Greateft leave a name that is v i l e , even in the 
mouthesof common wor ld ly m e n , who are ready to 
keep a Holy-day for a Saint when he is dead, though 
they hate or w i l l not imitate the l i v i n g . Y o u r Zeal f or 
G o d w i l l kindle in your fuh j cds a Zeal f o r y o u . T h e 
more your L i f e and Government is D i v i n e , the more 
D i v i n e w i l l you appear, and there (breathe more A m i ­
able and Honourable to the G o o d , and Reverend to the 
e v i l . Parliaments w i l l Love and Honour y o u , and ab­
hor the motions that tend to a d i v i f i o n , or your j u f t dif-
pleafure. Min i f t e r s w i l l heartily Pray for y o u , and 
Praife the L o r d for his mercies by you , and teach all the 
people t o L o v e , and H o n o u r , and Obey you . T h e 
people w i l l rejoyce in you $ and you w i l l be L o v e d or 
Feared of a l l : Such happinefs attendeth ferious Piety, 
when imp ie ty , felfi(hnefs,and neglect o f C h r i f t is the 
fhame and ruine o f Prince and People. I crave your 
Highnefs pardon o f this boldnefs , and your favourable 
acceptance of the tendered fervice o f 

A f a i t h fu l l fubject to your Highnefs., 
as y o u are an Off icer o f the U n i -
v e r f a l l K i n g . 

'Richard'Baxter* 



A P R E F A C E t o t h o f e o f 

t h e N o b i l i t y , G e n t r y , a n d C o m ­

m o n s o f t h i s L a n d , t h a t a d h e r e t o 
P R E L A C Y 

Honourable, Wor(hipf ul,and Beloved Country- men. 
i T being much for jour fakes that 1 have 

publifbed the following Bifputations , it 
hehoveth me here to address my felf to 
you, in a few preparatory words. What 
difiance there hath long been,andftill con-
tinueth between you and pur Brethrenifor 

J 6 they are) is. too much known to friends and foes, at home 
and Abroad, and too much daily manifcfied by each fide. 
Shall it fliUcontinue, or would y ou have it healed f if it 
wu/l continue,tell us how lon^andtell us vftsyfWould yow 
have tt go with us to E tern i ty * and will you not be recon* 
ciled nor dwell with us in Heaven f It is not in your Pow­
er to fhutus out j And will you not be there, if we be there ? 
Or do you think there will be any Difcerd where Love is 
Perfected, andwe are One in God? I f you can be content 

, fo be faved with us, and believe that all of both Opinions, 
that truly love and fear the Lord, flulllive there in de^refi 

{*) Love 
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Love for ever \ bow can you chufe, when you forethink of 
this, but Love them now, that you muft for ever Love f, 
and long to be reconciled to them, with whom you muft 
there fo harmonioufly accord ? Ton know that Earth is our 
preparation for Heaven : and fuch as men would be there, 
they muft begin to be here : As they muft be Holy here, that 
ever will there Jee the Lor din Holinefs y fo muft they here 
be Loving and Peaceable, that ever will live in that per-
feci heavenly Love and Peace. And why is it that the 
diflance muft be fo great ? g f r j we not all the Children of 
one Father? Have we not a! I the fame God, the fame Re­
deemer, the fame Spirit, inm £ {if we are Chrifttam in-
deedj R o m . 8 . 9 . ) Are wt not in the fame R&ptifmal Co­
venant with God ? Have we not the fame holy Scripture 
for our Rule ? and are we not in the fame aniVferfal Church, 
and of the fame Religion f fome of you fay, N o - , to the 
grief of your friends, and the (hame of your own under-
(landings, and unchantablenefs. I befeechyou hear it, 
if I touch the fore :For my work is H e a l i n g ; and therefore 
though it M u f t be tomtit, it ff)all be as gentry as the cafe 
wiVTbear. ' If i may judge by fitch as I have had any op-
,-portunity to know, l muft fay, that the diftance on. your 
tart is continued in fome by confufed apprehenfions of the 
'cafe, and not diftinguifbing things that differ; In fome by 
difcentents of mind, and, too deep a fenfe of worldly lojfesy 

and the things that yw take as injuries from others: In 
fome by the advantage of a co-inter eft and confociation with 
thofe Divines that are of your way, and fo by a W i l l i n g -
nefs tothink'thom m the right, and thofe in the mong 
that you take for adverfaries tin fome by a ftiffnefs and 
ftoutnefs of difpefttim^ thatcals it Conftancy to hold your 
ewn, and Monlinefi not to ftoop to others, and takes it as 
difhonourableto feekfor Peace, even in Religion with your 
fitfffifed Adverfaries 5 or to yield to it} at lea ft without much 

inifir-

. _ — . — . — ^ 



T h e P r e f a c e . ^ 

mprjuMtf : With too many {miferable fouls I ) it is meet 
nngodltKefs, and enmity to that way ofPiety, that in mam 
that youdiffer from, appears i And in the be ft of yon it is a. 
Remtfsnefs of Charity, and torn of zeal for the Churches 
Peace, and the Love and Vnity of Brethren. To con­
futethe readings of all theft forts, would draw out this 
Pref ace to too great a length. The fir f t fort my experience 
hath caufedme to obferve. oft have I fain into company 
mtk men that pour forth bitter odious words a^ainfi PreP 
bytene ;' and I ask them what that Presbyterie is that 
they peak of with fo much abominathn ? i s it the N a m e 
or we T h i n g Y Which they fo abhor f I f the ^ 
is tt not a term if Scripture *fed by the Holy Ghoftl 
i l i r a . 4 . 1 4 . Jre not the Pajtors of the Church mofl fre­
quently calkd the Pres byters, or Elders ? T i t . i . j . A<5t 
14- * 3 . & r 5 . 2 , 4 3 6 5 2 2 5 23 . i T i m . 5. 17. A&.zo 
t l \ w S 5 ' / 4 ' 1 P c t - 5 - *s & c - "mufl needs then be 
111 T m L m t t h e N a m c w h i c h f!><y dominate. And 
rvhat is that T h i n g < moft of them cannot tell me. Some 
prefently talk of the dtfufe of the Common Prayer- as if 

tfc* f P ™ b y ^ i *»d Government, and 
the form of worflvp were all one. Some prefemly run to 

/ U l k ° f f o r c h 2 m ™ *' Confefsion of fin, and 
Of their fecular enforcement of their Excommunications. 
But i.Ifthisbeedicm, why was it ufed by the Bifhops ? 
** U & o o d i n the™, and bad in ethers ? 2. And why plead 
J°j<for Difcipline, and again ft Toleration, if you fo loath 
the things you plead for? 3. But will you not, when its ' 
mownfQ openly,diftwguijh the Mimfterial Power from the 
l*c»<ar? its known by their Laws and con ft ant Practice, 
that an. the p o m r thai was exercifedby Violence, en Bedy 
or Eft ate, by the Affemblies , was derived from the Ma-
u n! ™^0' ' Comm*(tiMlf* alfofate among them. And 

the Bifhops in England were fecondtd by the Sword, as 

( ^ 2 ) much 
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much as they* Its known that the Presbyterians common­
ly maintain in their Writings, that Payors have no Coer­
cive or Secular Powers but only the Keys of the Kingdom 
cf Heaven, to exercife on the Confcience, committed to 
them by Chrift. 4 . And the writings and practice of thofe 

Eng land , openly mmif eft it : and its them with whom 
you have mo ft to do, S met ell me that Presbyterie is the 
Government of the Church without Bijhops ; And is it only. 
the Negation ofyourPrelacy that tsthe odious thing? Is 
there nothing Pofttive odious in Presbyterie ?-1 bus our Be­
lief is condemned by the Papifts,even becaufe we Believe 
not fo much as they 5 when in the Pofttives of our Faith 
there is nothing.that they can blame. Some make it the 
odious thing that they have Lay-Elders ^ But 1. The Pref-
byterians account them not L a y , but Ecclef iaf t icks . 
2, And what U the odious harm that thefe men do 
among them ? They are prefent, and Confent to the ad-
monifhing andcenfuring of offendors. K^And what great 
harm doth that to the Church ? Is it becaufe they do net 
Preach ? No fure in that four Readers are much like 
them* What work can you Name that thefe Elders are ap­
pointed to, that by your Confefsionis not to be done ? It is 
not the W o r k then, that you blame, but that thefe men do 
it. 3 . But what is this to aH that are in this point of your 
windy and think that unordained aiders wanting Power 
to preach, or adminifter the Sacraments, are not officers 
In the Church of Gods appointment ? As far as leanun-
derftand, the greater fart, if not three for one of the E n g -
l i f h Minifters that you fhndat a diftance from, are of this 
mind, andfo far againft Lay-Elders as well as you-, of whom 
J confefs my felfto be One. (andthat M* Vines\ was One, 
I have fbewedysu in the End.) Surely then all we are none of 
the odious Presbyterians in your eyes. Why then is there 
fuch a diftance ? And are Lay-Elders as bad as Lay-Chan­
cellors? 
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So alf? when fome have been hotly condemning us as be­
ing againft Bifhops, 1 ask them what a Bi fhop is i and 
whatjort of Bifhops it is that they mean? And mo ft of 
them are unable to give me a rational anfwer to either of 
the Jgucftions f But fome that are wifer, though they know 
no more forts of Bifhops but: one,yet they can fay, that by a 
Bijhop they mean an Bcclefiaftick Governour of Presbyters 
and the people. Andiffo9then whyAo they vilifie Biflwps 
nnder the name of Presbyters ? 1 have here fhew-
ed you that if this be all,, then every Parifh hath a Bifhop 
where there is a P aft or that hath chappels, and Curates un­
der him : or am two Mimfters that will fubjeel them-
felves to a third, do make a Bifhop. Ton delude your [elves 
and others, while you plead only in general for Bifhops: 
We are all for Bifhops as well as you. All the gueftionis 
What fort of Bifhops they mnfl be? Whether only Ep i f cop i 
gregis, or alfi Epi fcopi Epi fcoporum gregis ? and if 
fo, Whether they muftbe Bifhops of fwgle Churches, as our 
Vanjhesare, or a multitude of Churches, as Dioceffes are ? 
And if the lafl were granted, Whether thefebe not pro-
Tjrly Archbifhops ? in all other parts of the Controvert 1 
find, that the followers of each party go much in the dark, 
Mid take much upon trufl from the Teachers whom they va­
lueandlittleunderftandthe true ft ate of our differences: 
S°n' f *S m ° r C ^ *^at c o m m o n providence, commonly 
ch'tt G ° ° d 1 U C k ' t h A t ^ m € of them are Proteftants or 
Chriftians, then from any faving grace within them. Had 
rapiftser ^Mahometans but as much intereft in them, as 
theBiJhops, it is like fhey would have been as much for 
them, J 

Asforthofe of you that know your own Opinions9 and the 
Reafons of them, youmuft needs knew that the Divines 
called Ep i fcopa l /# England, are of two forts, that very 
much differ from one another: And therefore fuppofng you 

3 ) ' to 
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to be the follomrs of thefe differing Divines, I (hall ac­
cordingly further (peak to you as you are. 

I The Bilfops of Eng land , and their followers from 
thefrfi Reformation, begun by King Edward the fixt and 
revived by gueen El izabeth , were fcund in Doc t r ine 
adhering to the Auguf t in ian Method, expnffed now in the 
Articles aud Homilies : They differed not in any confide-
table points from thofe whom they called Puritans - But 
nwas m the form of Government, 'and Liturgy, and Cere­
monies that the difference lay. 

I I j But of late years a new (train of Bi(l)ops were introdu­
ced, differing much from thesld.&yet fret endi^ to adhere 
tothe Artm -sand Homilies,and to be Fathers of the fame 
Church of Etsg n d as the reft. 1 know of none before 
i ^ M o u n t a g u e of their way, andbut few that followedhim 
till many years after. And at the demohflung of the Pre­
lacy, they were exiflentefboth forts. Would you know the 
difference f If you have read the writings of Jewel 
P i l k i n g t o n , A l l e y , Pa r ry , B a b b i n g t o n , Baily;• A b ­
bot,- Cavlton, M o r t o n , U f l i e r , H a l l , Davenanr, with 
fuch like^ on one ftdc . and the writhes of the New 
Eptfcopai Divtnes that are now m oft follow^ on the other 
fide, I need not telly outhe difference. And if you will not 
be at the labour to know it by their writings, its like that 
you will not believe it if I tell you. For if ye* will take 
all on t r u f t , ImuftfufpecJ that you will put your m f t w 
them to whom your felves are addicted. 

The New party of Epifcopal Divines are alfo fubdivi* 
ded: fome of them are (if their Defence of Gro t ius , and 
Grot ius his own Profefsionmaybe believed) of Grot ius 
his Religion, that is, Papifts : Others of them, though they 
drawasneeriheGrothns as Proteftants may do, ytt own 
not Popery i t f e l f . So that we have three notable parties 
of Epifcopd Divines among us, *. The old Orthodox 

Proteftant 
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P rote ft ant Bifhops and their followers. 2. the New Recon­
ciling Proteflam party. 3 . i he New Reconciling Papiftu or 
Gronans. brief tafte of the difference I will give you. 

. _ 1. The old Epifcopal party, as 1 [aid, in Doclrine 
agreed with the Non-conformifi, and held that Doctrine 
that now we find in the Articles, and Homilies r and in the 
Synod of Don, where B?-Carton, B? H a l l , j?p Dave-
nant, and three more Divin,; if this Nation were, and had 
agreat hand in the framing d thofe Canons and hy con­
tenting, did as much to make them obligatory to us in Engr 
land , as commonly is done ih : enerai Councils by the De­
legatesof mojl Nations. 

But the New Epifcopal Divines, both Proteftants and 
Bapijls, do renounce the Synod of' D o r t , and the Doctrine 
of our Articles and Homilies, fof&r as it is conform there­
to, in the points of P rede ft mat ion , Redemption, Free­
will, Effectual Grace , P erf ever ance, and Ajjurance of 
Salvation : following that Doctrine which is commonly 
maintained by the Jefuites and Arminians in theje 
points. 

2. 7'he old Epifcopal Divines did renounce the Pope 
asyintichrifl, and thought it the duly of the Tranfmanne 
Churches to renounce him, 'and avoid communion with his 
Church, as leprous and unfit for their communion. But 
the New Epifcopal Divines do not only hold th<itthe Pope 
is not ^Antiehrifl, but one part cf them {the Tmeftants) 
hold that he may be obeyed by the Tranfmarine Weftem 
Churches as the Patriarch of the Waft, and be taken by m 
alltobethe Principium unitatis to the Catholck Church, 
and the Roman Determinations fill may ft and, except thofe 
of the laft four hundred years, end thofe, if they obtrude 
them not on others. $4 Bramhal ! , and many more : 
And Mr D o w, and others tell us that the Canon law 
u ftill inforce in'England, except fane parts cf it which 
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the Laws of the Land have cafe-cut. And the Grottarrs 
teach, that the Church of^Rome is the Mi fir is of other 
Churches^ and the Pope to ftand as the Head of the Vni* 
<verfal Church, and to Govern it according to the Canons 
and Decrees of Councils: and they receive the Txent-Creed 
and Council, and all other Councils which the Pope receives, 
excepting only again ft fome School-points , and abufe of 
winners among the Papifls, which their Canons and De­
crees condemn. 

3. The old Epijcopal Divines did take Epifcofacyto , 
be better then Presbyterian Equality, but not neceffary-to 
the Being of a Church, but to the Better being where it may 
be had, But the New Prelatical Divines of both forts, 
unchurch thole Churches that are not Prelatical. 

4 . The Old Epifcopal Divines thought that Ordination 
by Presbyters without Prelates was va l id , and net to be done 
again, though irregular. But the New ones take it to be 
No Ordination, nor thofe fo ordained to be any Minifters, 
but Lay>-men, 

5. A nd accordingly the Old Epifcopal Divines did hold 
the ForreinProte/lant churches, 0/France, Savoy, H o l ­
land , Geneva, Helvetia, !&c. that had no Prelates, as 
true Churches, and their P'aftors as true Minifters of 
Chrift,and highly valued and honoured them as Brethren. 
But the New fort do di[cwn them all as no true Churches, 
though they acknowledge the Church of Rome to be a true 
Church, and their Ordination valid, 

6. The Old Epifcopal' Divines thought it lawful to joyn 
in a&ital Communion with the Paftors and Churches that 
mere not Prelatical,, But the New ones feparate from their 
communions and teach the people todofo, frppofing Sacra­
mental adminift rations to be there performed by men that 
me no Minifters, and have no authority. 

7. The Old Epifcopal Divines thought it meet tofufpend, 
ftlence^ 


