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the Laws of the Land have cA^cuf. And thi Grottarrs 
teach, that the Church of^Rome is the Mi fir is of other 
Churches ^ and the Pope to (land as the Head of the Vni* 
verfal Church, and to Govern it according to the Canons 
and Decrees of Councils: and they receive the Txent-Creed 
and Council^ and all other Councils which the Pope receives, 
excepting only againfl fome School-points , and abufe of 
mxnners among the Papifls, which their Canons and De
crees condernn* 

3. The old Epif copal Divines did take Epifcopacyto , 
he better then Presbyterian Equality, but not neceffary-to 
the Being of a Church, hut to the Better being where it may 
be had, But the New Vrelatical Divines of both forts, 
unchurch thole Churches that are not Prelatical. 

4 . The Old Epifcopal Divines thought that Ordination 
by Presbyters without Prelates was va l id , and net to be dene 
again, though irregular. But the New exes take it to be 
No Ordination, nor thofe fe ordained to be any Minifers, 
but Lay>-men, 

5. si nd accordingly the Old Epif copal Divines did hold 
the ForreinProte/lant churches. 0/France, Savoy, H o l 
land , Geneva, Helvetia, !&c. that had no Prelates, as 
true Churches, and their P'aflors as true Minifjters of 
Chrift,and highly valuedand honoured them as Brethren. 
But the New fort do difown them all as no true Churches, 
though they acknowledge the Church of Rome to be a true 
Church, and their Ordination valid. 

6. The Old Epif copal'Divines thought it lawfulto joy» 
in actual Communion with the Paftors and Churches that 
wennotfrelatical*. But the New ones feparate from their 
communions and teach the people todofo, frppofing Sacra
mental admtni fir ations to be there performed by men that 
m e m Minifters, and have no authority. 

7. The Old Epif copal Divines thought it meet tofrfpend, 
filence^ 
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pence, mprifon, or undo thofe Godly Divines that did net 
how towards the Altar, or publijh to their People Decla
rations or lnjlruclions for Dancing on the Lords Day, or 
that did preach twice a day. But many oftheNew ones 
practically told us, that this was their judgement. 

Of thefe differences 1 have given you fome proof here
after : and would do here in the exprefs words of the Au
thors on bsth fides, were it not that ifhould be needle fin te
dious, and that Ifhould unnecefjarily offend the particular 
Divines of the New parti who are amonvus, by rechin? 
then words. More of the differences I pafs by. ' 

I . And now I would know of thofe of you that follow the 
Ancient Epifcopal Divines,what hindereth you from a cha

nt able peaceable Communion with thefe Orthodox Miniflers 
nowtn England , that fome of you fiand at a difiance from ? 
Doctrinal differences (at Icaft, requiringfuch a diftance) 

pretend B* Hotels you i n L Peacemaker 
^per med) that there is none between you and the For-
ran (Presbyterian) Churches. And as for the matter of 
bpifcopacy, if you will infifl upon the late E n s l i f l i Frame 
as neceffary V 1 Z . ^ T h d t t h e n ye yttt Q m gjfap* 

hundred churches, and that he have the follower of Ex
communication, andthatherule by a Lay-chancellor, Sec. 
ana be a Lord, and feconded with a forcing power, & c 1 
then you will forfake the judgement of your Leaders: For 
they will tell you that fome of thefe are but fcparable ap
purtenances, fomc of them corruptions and blemihes , and 
}°m€ ™Kece(fary. What need we any more ado ? Tou fee 
uluc T d ^ t t k e m ^ t s of B* H a l l , j&P-Uftier, D* 
n o i u u v o r t h , Forbes , and others, {after cited) that 
they wou.d have all Presbyters to he Governors of the 
, YC0C^. G n e G f t h e m having a fluted frefidcncy or Mo-

eteratorjhip, and this will content them. And are we not 
then agreed I I am confident mofl of the Miniflers in 

( ^ ) England 
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England would be content to yield you this : But what if" 
there be fome that are not of four mind concerning the ftated 
Prefidency which you defire ? will you therefore unchari
tably refufe communion with them ? fd would not your 
Leaders ! I n this therefore you willforfake them, and for* 
fake many holy Churches of Chrift, and for fake charity, and 
•Chriflhimfelf that teachethyou another lefjon. Will it not 
content you that you have freedom your [elves to do that 
which feemeth be ft in your own eyes, nnlefs all others he of 
your opinion? 

But perhaps you will fay that you have not Liberty your 
felves to pracJife according to this your judgement, To which 
I anfwer, i . Tour Brethren of the <jMini fiery have not the 
power of the Sword\and therefore do neither deny you Liber* 
tyjwr can give it you. lt is the Magiftrates work. And will: 
you fepar ate from us f o r other mens doings I Tor that yom 
have no rational pretence, if you know of any thatptrfwAde, 
Magistrates to refrain your Liberty, thats nothing to 
others: Cenfure none but thofe that you know to he guilty. 
2 . 1 never knew, that you were deprived of the Liberty 
of exercifing fuch an Epi-copacy as the forememioned. 
Biflwps do defire. 1 do not believe you could be hindered, 
and we that are your neighbours never hear of it. 1 know 
not of either Law or Execution againfl you. If you think 
that the claufein the Covenant, or the Ordinance again ft 
Prelacy, or the late Advice that excepts Prelacy from 
Liberty, are any re fir aim to you, I think you are much, 
mi ft ah en. It is only the late frame of Prelacy & it (toed 
by Law, exercifedby Arcbbijhops, Biflwps, Deans, Chan
cellors, Sec. and that, by force upon dtffenters, that is tAken 
down. Ton have not Liberty to force any b)' corporal pu-
7iifhment to your obedience. But you have fall Liberty 
(for ought that ever 1 heard) to exercife the meer Epifcofar-
cydefired by M a l i v VMr,and fuch like, on- all that are-
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Epif copal Government, ( though not of (miting others 
with the Magiftrates Sword) and as much Liberty for 
ought I know as Presbyterians or Independents have 
{though not fo much countenance) And how comes it to pafs 
that the other modes of Government are commonly exercifed. 
upenmeer Liberty, and yours is not f Is it becaufe you have 
no confidence in any Arm but flefh ? If your Epifcopal 
Power be of Divine appointment, why may you not truft 
to a Divine afsifiance as well a* others, that you think are 
not of God ? if it can do nothing without the Sword, let 
the Sword do all without it, and retain its proper honour* 
If"it can dd lefs on voluntary Subjetis, then other ways of 
Church-government can do, fay fo, and confefs it mo ft in
firm, and give place to them. But if yours have mofl Au
thority from chrift,and. fpiritualforce upon the Confcience, 
exercife it, and let w fee it by experience-, or elfe expeel 
not that any fhouldlelieve you, or take you to berefolute 
fervants of t hrift, and true t o your Mini/try* 

But perhaps you will fay, that you cannot have Commu
nion with ns, becaufe we are fchifmaticks : For fo much B& 
U f h e r himjfelf dothfeemtp charge m with.'} To which I 
anfwer, i . B? Utfher chargeth none with Schijm,but thofe 
that caft off Biftops to whom they bad fworn obedience. 
But if I may judge of other Counties by this, there are fo 
few of'thofe, thatthey can afford you no pretence of fcruple 
again ft the Communion of our ^ffemblies. I know not (to 
my remembrance) of one CMinifter in this County liable 
to this charge : butmo ft never fwort to them, and the refl 
had no hand in their exclufton. 2. Whoever among us 
did either fwear to, or difobey fnch Btfhops as Bifhop U l l i e r 
there affuret bus were.the Bifhops of the antient Churches f 
I f they fet up another ( intolerable} fort in ftead of the 
Bifhops which he him f e l f ? requireth, judge whether it were 
A greater fin to fwear £0 themyor to difobey them* ^ ^ f n d 



T h e P r e f a c e . i 3 

the fchifm which he mentioneth is not fuch in his own judge
ment as makes men uncaple of your Communion. This 
pretence therefore is frivolous. 

EfpictaUy confidering that mo(t of us have no Prelates 
that \o much as claim a Government over us. In this 
Coumy fmce B? Prideaiix died {who was one of the ancient 
moderate fort) we knew of none that ever made a pretence 
to the place. And are we fchifmaticks for not obeying A 
Biflwp when we have none ? And furely none can juflly lay 
a claim to fuch a fuperiority, even according to the ancient 
Canons, unlefs he he firfl chofen by our [elves,yea and the 
people, as a Reverend Biflwp {I hope yet living) of the 
ancient fort hath told you, M o r t o n A p o l o g . C a t h o l . 
Part. 1 . cap. 85. p .257. Bellarmine himfelf confessing 
that u t Clerus & populus Epifcopumeligeret , hie m o -
cftis fui.t in u fu tempore Cbryfoftomiy Ambrofu, Auguflini, 
Leonis, Gregorii. Bel larm. 1.1. de Clericis cap. a, And 
ether of cur Bifhops fay the fame. 

1 conclude therefore that we are net only, of one faith and 
Church w th you, but differ fo little in our opinions about 
lower things , that you can thence have no pretence for an 
alienation : And therefore with ihofe of you that are godly 
and peaceable, 1 take it for granted that we are acJual-y 
agreed. But if any will facrifice the Churches Peace, their 
Charity, their fouls to their parties, orpafsions and difcon-
tents, I leave them to God, and to the reading of other kind 
of Books, that tend to change an unrenewed mind. 

I I . And to tkofe of 'you that follow the newer flrainof 
Prelat/cal Divines, I (hall adventure a few words, how 
fmallfoever the probability is of their fuccefs. And 1. To 
thofeof you that are not departed from the Communion of 
all P'roteftants , nor gone with Grot ius over to the Ro
manics. 1 htfeech you, AS before the lord, proceed not in 
yourbitternefs^uncharitablenefs ,cr feparation from your 

3 ) Brethren? 
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Brethren} nor jour hindering the work of God in their mi-
nifration, till you are able to produce fuch folid grounds for 
what you do, as you dare ftand to at lafl, before the 
judgement-feat of Chrifl. i . Some of you charge us with 
no lefs then Here fie,as following Aerius in the rejecting of 
Bifhops, or equalizing Presbyters with them : and can you 
hold communion with Hereticks f 1 anfwer, I . All is not 
here fie that every angry man hath called fo, no net of the 
venerable Ancients. Do you indeed take your Dignity and 
preheminence to be an Article of our Faith ? Why then was 
it never in the greed? 2 . tJMany among us are for Epif-
copacy, that an not for your fort of Prelacy. It is that {pe
des that our Contr over fie is about. 3. / fhall anfwer you 
in the-words of our Reverend M o r t o n ( a Prelate, though 
not of the New ftrain) A p o l o g . Ca tho l . P a r . i . cap.33. 
pa'g. 9 6 , 9 7 . who anfwereth the Papipthat ufe againfl 
us the fame objection [ N o n de differentia omni , fed de 
differentia Ordinis, feu Toteflate Ordinandi ( N B ) qux-
ftio eft inft i tuenda. Adverfar . Aerius haueticusordinis 
differentiam negabat effe jure d i v i n o ; idem Proteftan-
tes R e f f . Quod idem for te fanctus Hieronymus, nec 
aliudPatres alii affeverarunt.-hoc fchola? veftrse D o 
ctor primarius noni ta pridem facile largiebatur Mich. 
Medina, lib. 1. de fac. orig. affirmat, non modo S. Hiero-
nymum idem in hoc cum Aerianis haereticis fenfiiTe, ve-
r u m etiam x^dmbrofium, Auguflinumy Sedulium, Prima-
fium, Chryfoflomum, Theodoretum, Oecumenium, Thecphy-
laclum. Beliarm. l i b . 4 . de Ecclef. m i l i t . c. 9. I t a , (in-
qu i t Valent. Jefui t . Tom.q. difp. $.qu. 1 .punfi. 2. ) i f t i 
y i r i a l i o q u i f a n 6 t i f f i m i & o r t h o d o x i — - A t ( i n q u i t i d . 

. i b id . ) non eft tolerabilis ha?c refponf io . Probabo vero 
hoc non modo ferendum, fed etiam omnibus aliis re-
fponf i s prceferendum effe. Advocatus. Erafmus Annot. 
in 1 [An t iqu i t a s inter Pra?sbyterum & Epi fco-

p u m 
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pum nihil intererat, ut tef ta tur Hieronjmus i Sed poll : 
propter fchifma a mult is delettus eft Epifcopus, & 
quotquot Presbyteri , tot idem erant Epi feopi . 3 f u a , 
Brafme, apud Jefuitas fordet authoritas ( but not with 
you that I write to) — Advocat ; ^Jlphonfus h Caflro 
advert. ha?rei. t i t . Epifcop. \_ Hieronymus 'm ea op in i -
one f u i t , ut crederet Epifcopum & Presbyterum ejuf-
dem effe ordinis & authori ta t is] Ecce etiam alteram r 
Belhrm. lib.i,de Rom.Pontif. c.%, [ V i d e t u r R E V E « 
R A ^ / V r ^ w w / i n e a o p i n i o n e f u i f T e . ] A n i l l e f o l u s f 
E AnfelmusSc Sedulius oy'mionexn fuam ad ffieronymi 
fententiamaccommodarcnt .-] Quam eandem fenten-
tiarn Medina vefter Patribus pariter omnibus- t r ibui t 

Quid ex his, inquies < o f tendam* f i cognoviflenc 
Patres hancin Aereo hafrenfl damnatam etfe, t an tum 
abeft u te ie r ro r i verbis fufFragarividerentut h u tpot ius 
in contranumerrorem abriperentur: f i non coenove-
runt hancopimonemin Aereo damnatam, curvos earn 
hoc nomiae i n Proteftantibus damnandam effe cdn-
tenditisC Cafjander lib. consult, art. 14. f A n Epi 'Co-
patus inter Ordines Ecclefiafticos ponendus f i r i n te r 
Theologos & C a n o n i f t a s n o n corrvenit * conventrau-
tern inter O M N E S in A p o f t o l o r u m artate in ter 
hpifcopos & Presbyteros N U L L U M D I S -
C R I M E N f u m e * fed pof tmodum Schifmatis 
evitandi Caufa Epifcopum Presbyteris fu i f l epnEpof i -
t U S 5 C U I C n ^ r o t o n i a > id e f t O r d nandi poteftas con-
ceilaeft ] If you will not kttp company with Reverend 
M o r t o n , 1 pray you go not beyond thefe Moderate Pa-
pip. 

2. But you fay, that at leajl we are Schifwaticks, and 
youmufl not hold Communion with fchifm. And how arc 
we preved Schifmaticks f Why, [ 1 . pecanfe we have 
>~aft off BijhopS', 2.. Becaufe We: now obey them'not. ] / 

have 
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have anfwer ed this already . to which I add .•] i . Its a fine 
world, when men will fepar ate themselves from the 
Churches of Chrifl to avoid fchtjm, and they that are 
againft feparation, and offer Communion to the Separa
t e s , mufl be taken to be the Schifmaticks themfelves. It 
is fchjfm that we deteft, and would draw you from, or elfe 
what need we fay fo much for Concord and Communion ? 
2, I have told you already , that it is not one Minifter of 
a Multitude in our Communion that did caft off the Pre-
lates -, half of them did nothing to it, and the other half 
were Ordainedfwce. 3. Nor can you truly fay, that now 
they tefufe obedience to Bifh&ps, where there are none to 
obey, or none that command them. 4 . Again I tell you it 
ts not Epifcopacy, but only the finful fpecies of Prelacy 
which the Parliament, and' Ajfembly, and Covenanters did 
caftoff.^ And what if you think this (pedes be ft? mufl ah1 

think fo, or elfe be Schifmaticks f And why not all Schif. 
tnancks then that are againft the Papacy, which is thouXt 
by others the be ft form ? I have here given you fome Ar
guments to prove your Prelacy which was cafi o f f , to be 
againft the will 6 f chrift,andthe welfare of the Churches 
And IJhall not believe that its fchifm to be aZain(l fin 
and the Churches rmne. And I cannot but admire to read 
tnyour writings, that Di fc ip l ine and Piety are prelended 
hy jou, as the things which you promote, andwedeflroy 
when 1 am mofi certain that the deftrtiction of Piety and 
D i f c i p l i n e are the very things by which you have fo much 
offended your-Brethren; and we would heartily come as 
near you as we can, fo that Piety 4/?4Difcipline may not 
be deflroyed. Had we not known that the able faithful 
Preachers whom you called Puritans {conformable and 
not conformable) that laboured in the word and doctrine, 
were fitter to promote piety then the ignorant, drunken, 
worldly Readers, and lazy Preachers, that once a day would 

preach 
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preach againft doing toe much to be faved < (and had we 
not known, that Piety was better promoted by Learning the 
will of God,andpraying, and meditating on the lord;, Day, 
then by dancing $ and by chert flung men truly fearing God, 
then by fcorningJmprifoning, perfecting and expelling 
them y we would never have been fo much agawfl your 
&vmgs as we have been. But mens falvatioa is not fo 
contemptible a thing, ay to be given away to humour the 
proud, that cannot live in Communion with any, unlefs 
they may drive them to deftruclion. We will not fell mem 
jouls to you at .fuch rales^nor buy your Commttnior,. nor hp 
the reproachful mouths cf any by fuch horrid cruelties 
W e talk not now to you of matters that are known by hear-
\ayonly:we-.fee which way promoteth Pie tv , and which 
deftroyeth it : we fee thatmoft of the ungodly in the land 
are the )0rwardc(l f j r yr,«r wayes. Tcu may have almol 
ajl We Drunkards, Blafphemers, and Ignorant haters of 
godanefs in the Country, to vote for you, and if they dm fi, 
again to pgbt for you At Any time. IcAnnetbe fo humble 
as to fay, 1 am blind, and fee not what indeed I fee, be
came another tells me, thathis eye fight is better then mine, 

7 1 1 ' I ' " " * « t e tbm I fee them to i t 
i doubt not but there are fome Pious perfons among you i 1 
cenjure you no further then experience conftraineth me. 
But I know that the common fenfe of mofl that are ferious 
^practical chrifliamty, is again ft your formal wayes of 
worjhip^ avd aga nft the coitrfe that you have taken in this 

and the fpiritof prophanenefs comply ah with"you, 
ana aoteth on you, in all places that ever I wa< acquainted 
W t Bear™ttl) pUm truth: it is in a caufc efJierlafhm 
conference. There is fomcwhat in a gracious joul like 
wealth in the cody, that dtfpcjeth it to rclijb wfiolefim food, 
*ndperceive more difference between it, andmeer air, or 
top/h kick/haws i then it can eaftly exprejs. l j ah nuance of 

C i ) - your 
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your mofl applauded Preachers, the things of God were 
fpoken with fo little life and ferioufnefs, as if they had 
not been believed by the fptaker, or came not from the 
heart ; yea Godlinefs and Diligence for Heaven, was the 
thing that they ordinarily preached again(I under the name 
of precifenefsj and being righteous overmuch. And the 
Puritans were the men that Pulpits rendered mofl odious to 
the people, andyour Preachers exercifed their wit and zeal 
againft • while alms ft all their hearers through the Land 
did take a Puritan to be one that was ferioufty Religious. 
Many a place have I lived in, where there was not a man 
that ever [poke a word againjl Bifhops or Ceremonies 5 

• but a few there were ( alas, a few ) that would fometime 
read a Chapter in the Bible,and pray with their Families, 
and fpeak of the life to come, and the way to it, and for 
this they were commonly called Puritans, if a man had 
but mildly askt a [wearer why he {wore, or a drunkard' 
why he would be drunk^ or had once named Scripture, or 
the life to come, unlefs prophanelyy the firft word he jhould 
hear, was, [ Oyou are one of the holy Brethren I you would 
not drink or fwear, but you will do worfe in fecret I It 
was never a good world fince there was fo much talk of 
Scripture and Religion : but the King and the Bifhops will 
take an order with you, and all the Puritans and Precifl
ans in the Land ] I profefs upon my common fad experi
ence, that this was the common language of the people 
that were ignorant andprophane in all parts of England 
that ever l came in ( which were not a few-,) and thefe 
were the men that they called' Puri tans, and on fuch ac
counts. x^And what could the Prelates and Preachers of 
the Land have done more to mens damnation, then to 
preach them into an hatred of Puritanifm, when it was 
known by all that lived among them, that Piety was Pur i 
tani fm in their account, and no man WAS flo free from tt,, 

as 
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as he that would [com at the very name of Holinefs, and 
drink and fwear3 as if he had defyed God. This is true, 
and England knows it: and if )0u wiU after this think 
that you have wiped your mouths clexn, by faying as 
Pkxce,that by Pur i t ans ,^ means none but [men of blood, 
fedition, violence, defpifers of dominion, painted fepul-
cbres,Proteflants frightened out of their wits, Sec. J the 
righteous God that loveth righteottfnefs, and hath faid, Be 
ye holy for I am holy, will make you know to your penitent 
or tormenting forrow, that the thing which commonly was 
reputed Purttanifmin England , was no fuch thing as you 
dejeribe : And that its none of your wifdom to l ick a*ainft 
the pricks,and flay with the apple of Cods eye,and bring men 
to bate the members of Chrift,and then tell them you meant 
the members of the Devil, and to thrufi men into Hell in 
jeft : 1 have heard be fere the Kim many a Sermon arainft 
Puritans, which I judged impious\ but yet had this excufe, 
tnat much of the auditory partly underfeed, that it was 
notPietyasfuch, that was'directly reviled: And fo per
haps it might be in the Vniverfities^ and fome few intelli
gent auditories : but fe it was nvt among the common peo
ple through the Land. A Puritan with them was of the 
jamefignificatim as a ierious C h r i f t i a n * with me. And 
if you brtng the Land to an hatred ef fuch as &re called 
C h n f t i a n s , and then fay that by Q\\x\Pt\msyoumeant 
none but madmen, feditious, bloody, &c.yeu fhall anfwer 
* l e a r " e f t f o r /pitting in the face of Cbrifl in jefih and 

tadwg reproach unto reproach for afuficient excufe. 
I knew alfo that the cafling out ef the CMiniftcrs of 

your way, is much that ejfendetb you'.concerning which I 
(hallonly fay, that 1 meet with none, or very few that pro-
f e f s not thesr willingnefs that ail men ef your mind that 
truly fear Cod, and are able and diligent, flmldbe kept in. 

(c 2 ) And 
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And if you be angry for the casing out of the igncrant, 
inefficient•, negligent or fcandalous, there's no remedy. 
But be afhamedto reproach us for cafting out fuch from 
the ferviceof Chrifl, AM Julian ^ Apoflate would have 
caft out from the Prieflhoodof his Idols i and let us crave 
your leave to expect as much Devotion in the fervants of 
Chrifl, as he expected in his enemies. V i d . Julian. Oper-
P a g . 5 4 P ^ 5 o , 5 5 ' ? &c f ragment. [ Facetfant itaque 
procul a nobis illeberales joci 3 ac petulans omne co l lo 
quium I n his occupanda fun t ftudki & cum 
pnva t im, turn publice D i i s farpe fupplicandum e f t ; 
maximequidem terdedie : fin -minus, faltem dilucuio 
ac fub vefperam. Neque enim Sacerdotem decet,diem 
ul lumac no&em fine facrif icio tranfigere. E f t autem 
u t i n i t i u m . d i e i d i luculum, ita noclis vefpera. Itaque 
rationiconfcntaneum ef t , u t amborum interval lorum, 
velut primitiae qua?dam D i i s con fec ren tu r—— ~ ; 

Equidem fic ftatuo, facerdotem oportere nodes atque 
dies purum le ab omnibus & integrum fervantem 
~ P'5 5$. N o n enim mediocriter adverfus Deos 
deiinqmmus cum facras veftes oftemamus, & omnium 

obj ic imus . E x quo i d 
accidie uc c u m m u l t i a d n o s i m p u r i homines accedant, 
lacra ilia D e >rum fymbola contaminentur. A t vero 
nos lacerdotahot ivef te , m f i ut facerdotibus d iar tam 
f ; , ^ i t a m * n f t l ^ a m u s , i d i P f u m n o x a s omnes c r i m i -
n u m 3 a c Deorum maxime concemptam in fefe cont i -
net. — A d o b t c a m a il ia theatromm fpeftacula nullus 
ommnofacerdos accedat - neque cum hif t r ione „ tto 
velapnga vei faltatore. fit amicitia con S u s d 
w u m v e forasaccedat.- -PlaceateoV ^ ' u 

. bus 
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bus h i f cep iad i tu s f i tornament is , Reiigione crga D e » 
urn , & in homines benignitate Ec Epifl. 
p.203. [ Sed vel im omnes noftros facerdotes omnino , 
qui Galatiam incolunt , vel minis impellas, vel ratione 
perfuadeas, u t f i n t honeft i - , ve l facerdotali mini f ter io 
abdices, f i n o n una cum uxoribus, liberis, & famulis 
D i i s colendis fed ulo animos a t t e n d a n t — Deinde fa-
cerdotem quemque hortare ne accedat ad fpe<5tecula5 

neve in taberna bibat, neu'artem aliquam aut op i f ic ium 
turpe infameve exerceat. E t q u i t i b i in his rebus m o -
rem gerunt, eis honorem tr ibuito : qu i autem refiftunc 
expel l i to . 3 Leg. drfragm.Epift.62. We crave your 
leave to itfe the Presbyters as ftriftly as Julian did thefe 
Priefls, and to expect as much piety and Jo brie ty in them * 
and that jou wilt not condemn allthofefor Puritanifm,that 
will not he wcrfe then this Apellate Pagan, 

And for D i f c ip l ine ^ could we have any from your 
Epifcepacy worth the naming, we fhould he the mere re
concilable to it : But it hath not been, nor it cannot be. 
Common drunkards that were for twenty or thirty years 
together drunk ufually once er twice a week^ and abundance 
as prophanein other kinds, were the jlated members of this 
Farifl) Church where now 1 live, in the Bifhops dayes • and 
were fafer from any trouble then the Puritans among them 
that would -not imitate them. Let me here mind you of 
two of the following Arguments, which perfwade us that 
your Prelacy is not of God, becanfe it is deftruBive if Dif
cipline. 

i» When Epifcopacy was f r f t known w the Churchy 
every Presbyterie, * r 'Confe f lus Piesbyterorum• hd a 
Bifhop-7 and every Iresbyter had right to be a member of 
fome [uch Presbyterie. And feri>u% would you have all 
the Presbyters in a Diocefs to be A Tresbyterie, where yfiftr 
Bijhop mufl pre fide for the ordinary Government of the 

{c 3 ) , Diocefs 

http://Leg
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Diocefs as one Church ? Are you grangers in England * 
Or do ysu not know what abundance we have that m one 
Tariff are every week fcandalous, by drunkennefs, cur Cm?, 
fweanng railing, or fuch like? Andean all the Pafltrs 
travatl fo far to the PresbyteHe fo frequently mlhout 
neglecting their Paftoral work ? Or can all theft'people be 
perfwaded without the Magnates [word to travail fo 
far to anfwer for their impiety ? WtHthey not tell us we 
have fomewhat elfe to do ? Are we not like to make them 
•wait feven years and feven9 before the mofl of them can 
have a tolerable tryal, when fomany hundred Parifhes of 
whtch fome one may have hundreds of obfiinate fcandalous 
per fons, mufl all go fo far, and have but one judicature ? 

2. / Ufeech you give me leave but from Scripture, and 
from Dr. Hammonds Paraphrafi, to lay before you the 
work of aBifhop, and then tell me whether one man,or ten 
or an hundred can do thk work foroneof'our ordinary Dil 
ccejs, any more then one man can build a City ? 

I . A Bifhop mufflbe the publick Teacher of all the Rock 
which he ts to over fee. Andean one man undertake this 
for many [core or hundred Churches ? 

prove together : Act in irs r T * L 1 ° u i c e 1 

your fe ves and coal l the flock, over whfch t h e H J ? 
G h o f t hath made youOverfeers to fZTH X ^ o l Y 
o f G o d which he hyath p a r c h a f t d ' w i t E 
o r ^ e T e S r r « a f ; r d r e m e m b e " h a t by T h e n c e 

i Feu 
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I Pet.5.1,2,j. T h e Elders w h i c h are among y o u 
I exhor t , w h o a m a l f o a n Elder Feed the flock 
o f G o d which is among y o u , t ak ing the over f igh t 
thereof, not by conftraint , bu t w i l l i n g l y , not f o r f i l t h y 
lucre, but o f a ready mind 5 neither as being Lords 
over Gods Heritage, but as enfamples t o the f lock ] 
See Dr. Hammondexpounstingit as Jpoken to Bifhops, 
q. d. [ T h e B i f h o p s o f your feveral Churches 1 ex
h o r t — take care o f your feveral Churches, and 
govern them, not as fecular Rulers by force (N B) 
but as Paftors do their (beep, by calling and going be
fore them, that fo they may f o l l o w or their o w n ac
cord. 3 

Bcb.12,7. Remember them that have the Ru le 
over y o u , w h o have fpoken unto you the word o f 
G o d ] Dr. Hammond Paraphr. QSet before your eyes 
the Bimops and Governors that have been in your 
C h u r c h , and preached the G o f p e l t o you ] o all 
you Inhabitants o / Y o r k f h i r e , L inco ln fh i r e , N o r f o l k , 

* Su f fo lk , E f l e x , Midd le fex , Ken t , Worcef te rmi re , &c 
how many of jour Parrjhes did ever hear a Bijhop preach 
the Gvfpel to them ? 

if Verf. 17. Obey them that have the Ru le over y o u , 
and f u b m i t your felves, for they watch f o r your fouls 
as they that m u f t give account 3 P . ff. C o b e y t h o f e 

that are fet to Rule you in your feveral Churches, the 
Bifhops , whofe whole care is fpent among y o u , as 
being to give account o f your proficiency in the G o 
f p e l . ] O dreadful account, for him that muflgive it for 
Jo many thoufands whofe faces he never faw, and whofe 
names he never heard, much left did ever (peak a Word 
to them 

1 Tim.5.17. L e t the Elders that Rule we l l be 
counted wor thy of double h o n o u r , efpecially they 

who 



2 4 . T h e f P r e f a c e . 

who labour in the w o r d and doctrine ] fee Dr. H. 
expounding it of Bifhops. 

iThef 5 .12 . A n d we befeech you Brethren to 
k n o w them which labour among you , and are over 
you in the Lord,and admonilTi you,and toef teem them 
very highly in love for their works f a k e ] Dr. H. [ P a y 
al l due refpe#s to the BiQiops o f your Several 
C h u r c h e s « — - ] Tell us, ye Partjhes of England, what 
labours have Bifhops be flowedamong you ? or how many 
of you have they admonifhed f and which of them are you 
hence obliged to honour for their works fake ? and is it 
them, or is it the Presbyters ? I mention none of this as 
blaming Bifl;ops for negligence • but as blaming them that 
will plead for y and undertake an imp&fsible task; and 
after all with an hardened forehead will defend it with 
violence and feparat ion from df]"enters , when fo many 
ages have told the world to their faces, that the under
taken task was never done. 

3. It is the work of Bifhops to confirm the Baptized : 
and is now made peculiar to them, D. H. C on Heb. i$.am 

T o teach, exhor t , c o n f i r m , and impofe hands, w a e all 
the Bifhops office in that place] ^ind if fo, then the 
examining all the perfons in a Diocefs, tiU they have jufl 
fat is faction that they are fit to be confirmed, and the aclu-
aU Confirmation of them all, will be a confiderdle task of 
it f e l f . J 

4. It is the Bifiops work to exercife Difcipline in the 
Church, by admonifhmg the unruly and diforderly, and 
hearing the cafe when the church is told of thofe that have 
continued impenitent, and openly to rebuke them, and to 
caft them out by Excommunication, if they remain im
penitent and unreformed. Dr. H. on 77"/. 3 .10. [ I t i s 
t h y office and d u t y toward fuch an one, firftto admo-
nim h im once or twice, and i f that w i l l not work upon 

h i m 
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h.ra orreduce h im, then to fet a mark upon h im, t o i „ . 

h ^ f f f a f a v S ° n h i m ' a n d ^ appoint all men "o 
break o f f famihar converfe w i t h h im ] Ando lhat 
abundance of work is tUi* +L r , ®at 

the Church . So in the 41 Canon ^ « ^ ° f 

A Bif l iop m u f t have the care o f r h , A p , o f t l e s : 

by his Power all be dicL J Z , \ u m ° , m e s ' f o t h a t 

* K ^/>o/. 2. T h a t which i< o f l i h . j • ? M " r -
the Prefect or B imop and h ? t ? d 1 5 d e P o f i c e d 

phans and W i d o w s ? n A h d p S ' r d l e v « the O r -
Guardian t o T a S e " 

the 'Curator o f the ( v i ^ w s A ° j t ^ ftalt b e 

fpeaking o f the Elders o r U i L * n d £ f W h i m f e l f . 
take care o f all t h a a r f i r l ° P $ ' , 7 h e y v i f i t a " d 
dow, the Orphan o r £ * n 0 t n C s l e < f t i n S t h e W i d -

pcrfcr hisDiTcTr!' T J , ' c , m m , n Over eer of the 

I ven jemtcme then and tell m, whether he will be 
I a \ 
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any longer 4 Prelate, or you will any longer be for Pre Ley. 
In the mean time judge in your Confciences by thefe paf~ 
fages of Antiquity cited by D. H . whether the antient 
Bijhops had one Congregation, or many (core or hundred to 
be their Tafhral charge t 

6. Alfo it is apart of the Bifhops work to vifit the fit k,, 
and pray with them,and for them, Is any 
f i c k among you? lec h i m call for the Elders o f the 
Church , and let them pray over him ] fee D r . H . that 
ly Elaers is meant the Bifhc^s, e. £ Becaufe there is no 
Evidence whereby thefe ( inferiour Presbyters ) 
may appear to have been brought in to the C h u r c h fo 
early, and becaufe n^c-sv^e* in the plural , doth no 
way conclude that there were more o f thefe Elders 
then one in each particular C h u i c h ( a n y more then 
that the (ick man was bound to call for more then one ) 
and b e c a u f e n ^ ? v ' ^ u Elders of the Church was b o t h 
in the Scripture f l i l e , and in the firft writers the t i t le 
o f Bifhops i and l a f t l y , becaufe the v i f i t i n g o f the t i ck 
is anciently mentioned as one branch o f the Off ice o f 
B i f h o p s , therefore i t may very reafonably be refo lved , 
that the Bifhops o f the C h u r c h , oneineaeh particular 
Church , but many in the Un ive r f a l , are here meant^] 
fo far D r . H . Remember all yon that are all for Prelacy,to 
fend for the Bijhop when you are fick9 every perfon. in the 
Biocefs, according to this exprefs command: And if he 
mould do his work by a Deputy, remember, that in all that 
Diocefs which was the Bifhops charge in the Seripture-
times, there was no Presbyter exiffent but himfelf, as is 
hen confefjed. So m the following words the fame Learned 
D r . further preveth from Antiquity, [ that one part o f 
the Bifhops office is fee down,that they are i ^ U ^ ^ ^ 
«67tr f « ^ , t ; f 3 thofe that v i f i t al l the f i c k ] " Let us have \ 

fuch Rijhops ascan and will do this, and our Controverpe 
mil foon be at an end about Epifcopacy*. Were 
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Were it not that I have fpoken of tbefe things after-
wards, and fear being tedious, 1 jhould have [hewed, that 
7. Baptizing , 8. Congregating the Afjemblies , 9 . 
Admmifiring the Lords Supprr, 1 o . Guiding the bittern-
bly in the whole puUick worfhip , 1 i.Blefing the people 
at thedifmifsion , and 12. Abfolving the penitent^ and 
more then all thefe were the works of the ancient Epifcopal 

function. And now I leave it to the Confcience ef any 
man that hath a grain of Confcience left him, whether 
one man be able, were he never fo willing, to do any one 
of all thefe duties, much lefs to do all of them for mam 
hundred Parifhes ? Can a Bfiop teach them all, and c i 
techtfe and confer with all, and counfail, and comfort, and 
admonifh all, and Govern all, and try all cafes of even 

Jcandalous impenitent perfon of fo many thoufand, and 
Cenfure, and Abfolve, and Confirm, and Try them for 
Confirmation, and receive all the Churches flock, and be 
tbeoverfeerof all the poor, and take care of all the Or
phans and Widdows, andvifittcourfail, and pray with all 
thefick, and guide every Congregation in publick worfhip, 
and give the Sacrament to all, and pronounce the Blefsing 
w every Affembly, & c . and this for a whole County or 
wore? 0 wonderful, that ever this (houldbecome a Con-
trover fie among men, that vil/fc others as unlearned and 
vnwife in comparifon of them ? 2 muft lay by refpect to 
man fo f a r y a s plainly to prcfefs,that J take thefe for fuch 
errors as muft need proceed from want ef Piety and Con-
jcience, and practice of the duties that are pleaded for. I f 
thefe men did not talk of Governing a church, as thofe 
talk of Governing a N'kvy, an Army, or a Commonwealth^ 
thai never fet their hand to the work, it is not pofiblefure 
that they jhotsld thus err. O how many Bifhops never tryed 
what it is to Govern the Church, or faithfully perf"o;m 
any one of all thefe works \ I folemnly profefs, that with 

{ d i ) the 


