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the Laws af the Land baye caff.ont. And th: Grotians
“teach, that the Church of%{ ;
Churches, and the Pope to fand as the Head of the Uni-
werfal Church, and to Govern it according to the Caxons
“and Decrees of Conncils: andthey receive the Trent-Creed
and Conncil, and all other Councils-which the Pope receives,
exeepting only againft [ome School-points | and abufe of
manners among the Papifts, which their Canons and De-
“crees condein. ) ' T =

3. The old Epzfcopal«rz‘)‘ivims did take E-pi[c‘opacy*to-..,
“Bebester then Presbyrerian Eqnality, but not weceflary to-

the Being of a Church, but to the Betier being where it may-

be had.  But the New Prelatical Divines- of both forts,

uncb»r’c/}'tbo]e Churches that are not Prelatical. :

“a. The old Epifcopal Divines thought that Ordination-

by Presbyters withewt Prelates was valid; and net to be done

. againy though irregular. Byt the New. ones takeit.to be
No Ordination, ner thofe fo ordained to be any Miniffers,.
“but: Lay-men, : R
5. Andaccordingly the 0ld Epifcopal Divines did hold
-the-Forrein Proteflant Churches, of France, Savoy, Hol-
land, Geneva, Helvetia, &%." thar had no Prelates; as
srue  Churches, and their Paflors as trae Minifters of

- Chrift,and bighly valued and henowred them as Bretbren.
But the New [ort do difown thems all as 10 true Churches

though they acknowledge the Church-of Rome tobe atrue

Church, and their Ordination valid,

6. The 0ld Epifcopal Divines thowght it lawfultojoyn

% actual Communion withshe Paftors and Churches that
were not-Prelatical.. But the New onces [eparate from their
cimmuniony and teachthe people todo [o, [uppofing Sacra-

“mental adminiflrations 1o be there pexformed by men that
are no Minifters, and bave no authority. o

7. The ©ld Epifcopal Divines thoughs it mees tofuf/?md; :
o o  [filence,

Rome # the Miftris of ether .
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Zilmce, imprifon, or undo thefe Godly Divines that did iwgs

S

or publifh to their People Decla-

rations or Inflructions Jor Dancing on the Lords Day, or

that did preach twice
praitically told us, tbqt

aday, But manyof the New ones
this was their judgement.

Of thefe differences 1 have gives you fomse bere-
after :and »miz;dd do here inthe expz:ﬁ [nrord.rp;z,;e An-
thers on beth fides, were it not thas Ibould be necdlefly te-
dious, and that I fhould wnnece[arily offend the particular
Divines of the New partywho are among us, by reciting

sheir words. More of the differences 1pafs by. , .
1. Aud now 1 would know of thofe of you thas follow the

-

Ancient Epifcopal Divines, what binderesh Yo from.acha-
ritable.peaceable Communion with thefe Orthodox: Minifters
#ow in England, that fome of you ftand at adiftance from ?
Docirinal differences (at leaft, requiring fuch a diflance)
Jou cannot fretend. B* Hall tels you in bis Peace-vsaker

(after cited) that theye

s none between you and the For-

rein (Presbyterian) Churehes. And for the matter of
Epifcopacy, if you will infift upon the late Englifh Frame
as necefJary, Viz. [ That there be but One Bifhop “sver many

bundred Churches, and

Chn that he barve the. [ole power of Ext-
Communication, andthat he ryle by a Lay- Chancellor, &c..

and be 4 Lord, and [econded wirh a forcing power, &e. ]
then you will for[ake the Fudgement of your Leaders: For
they will tell you thas fome of thefe are bns (cparable ap-
Purtenances, fome of them corrnptions and blewifbes , and

7

Jomst et Neceflary. What need we any more 4so? You [re
i the publifhed Fadgements of ge Hall, v Ufher, B

Holdlworgh y Korbes, and otbersy (after cited ) 17:7“{5'
they wonld have aﬁ.,ﬁreséytm 0. be Gowernods of "?}55
Churches, one of thewn baving 4 Sated Preﬁdrnzj or M-

<

dffdt?r/bipg 4nd this will content thew. ~And are we wot
then agretd 2 1 am confident moft of the Minifiers in

‘32
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“England would be “content 1o yield you this : But what if-
~therebe fome that are not of yonr mind concerning the flared :
Prefidency which you defire 2- will you therefore unchari-
sably refufe communion with them ? (v would not your
Leaders ! In this therefore you will for(ake them, and for-
fake many holy Churches of Chrift, and forfuke cbarity, and
~Chrift bhimfelf that seacheth you another leffon. Will it nor
~content yonthat you have frecdom your [elves to do thar
which feemeth beft in your own eyes, unlefs allothers be of
youy opinion.? A :
But perhaps yow will fay that you have not Libérty your
: felvestopractife according tothis your| ndgement, To which
_ Lan[wery vo Xour Brethren of the Miniftery have not the
g power of the Sword,and therefore do neither deny you Liber-
tysuor canm giveityeu:lt isthe Magifbrases work. Apd will;
Yos. [eparate from us for other mens doings 2« For that you.
have no rational presence. 1f you know of -any 1hat perfwade:
Magiftrates o reflrain your “Liberty , thats nothing to
 others : Cenfure none but thefe that you know ta be guiltys..
2.1 gever knew. that you were deprived’ of the Liberty.
of exercifing fuch  an Epifcopacy as the forememioned.
Bifhops do defire. 1do mot beliewe you conld be hindered,
and we that are your. neighbours- never hear of it.. 1 kow
not of cither Law or Execution againft you. If you think
3 that the clasfe in.the Covenant, orthe Ordinance azain .
- Prelacy, or the late Advice thar excepts Prelacy from .
Liberty; are any reftraint to you, I think you are much.
miftaken. 1t i5 only the late frame of Prelacy as it [Food
by Law, exercifed by Archbifbops, Bifhops, Deans, Chan-
cellors, Scc. andthar.by force upon diffenters, that is raken
\ down.,. Tou havenas Libertyto force-any by corporal pu-
3 nifboment 1o your obedicnce.  But you- have full Liberty
B (for ought that ever 1 heard) 16 exercife the meer Epifcopan
ey defired oy Hall, Ulther, and. (uch Jike, o all that are: |

o T
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of your jadgement, and will lybmit to it. That'we may

bold conflant alfemblies of Paftors we find by experience -

And in thefe 4flembiies i you will choofe one for

your fared Prefidesit, who wil hindéy you'? "No one I am

confident 5 Tell us whoensey [uffered for fo doing 2 or was

probibited, oy any way hindered from it by any force ?

Nay more,if you will give this Prefident 4 Negative vote i

Ordination and Furidiction,who will hinder you ? yeawho 4
Can < If twenty Minificys (hall refolve that they will never o
Otdain, or Excommunicate any withont the confent (yea

o7 Command if you mufb bave i J0) of [uch 4 mran whoms
they take for their Frefident | who can or wil] compell thewm _
10the contrary 2 And all the Peeple that are of your mind, ’
have Liberty'to joys themfelves wirh [uch Paflors on fuch |
sermsy and [ubmi themfelves to yon, if theywill,

But you'will [ay, that this is 3, [etting up of E pifcopacy,
while every one thas 4 nnwilling to obey us, may refufe it.
I anfwer, This is all that the Nature of Epifcopacy requi-
reth: And this iz 4l that the Church [aw praétifed (cven
Rome s felfy for above three handred years dﬁ er Chri 1,
And is nor 1hat now tolerable Jor your Communion'with "3, e
which [erved then Tor the Communion of all the Churches : B

08 €arth? Is the Primitiwe pastern of purity and. fim-

of your ming orway, Iwill not now meddle with : byt |

if e will oty will you therefore [eparate from your Bre-. 1
thren ? or wil) you not exercife the Primitive Epifcopacy ‘

07 Confenters, becanfe you have nop the [word o force Dif-

fenters 2 and are you denied your Liberty, becanfe you are

70t backed by the Sword 2 This concerneth other mens 1;-

Derties s and ot Yowrs, - Yoy bave the Liberty of

S = f (& 2) Epifco-
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Epifcopal. Government ,  shough not of (miting others.
with the Magiftrates Sword) and as much Liberty for.
onght 1 know as Presbyterians - or Independents have.
 (though not o much coantenance) And.how.comes it to pafs.
that the other modes of Government are commonly exercifed:
upen meer. Liherty, and yaurs &5 net 2 1s it becaufe you heve

no. confidence in any. drm but flefb 2 1f your Epifcopal

Power be of Divine appointmenty. why may you not trufb:
t0.8 Divine afsiflance as well as others, thas you think are

#not of God 2 1f it can do. mething without the Sword, let:
the Sword do all without it -and revain.its proper honour,

If it can do le[s onvoluntary Subjecis, then other wags of
- Church-goernment canda, [4y' fo, and confefs it moft in-

firm, and giveplacetothem. Butif yourshavemoft Au-.
therity from.Chrift,and [piritnal force nponthe Confcience,
exercifeit, andlet us fec itby experiences or elfe expect:
not that any [bould believe you, or take you.to be refolute

[ervants of Chrifts and trueto yowr Miniftry.

But perhaps you will [ay, t(m{ on.cannor have Commn-.
nionwithus, becasfc we are [chifmaticks : For (o much B?
Ulther bimfelf doth feemto charge ws with.} To which 1
anfwer, 1. B* Ufher chargeth nonewith Schi[m, but, thofe
that caft off Bifhaps. to.whews they bad [worn. obedience,
But if 1 mayjudge of osher. Counties by.this, there are (o
few af thafe,thap they can afford yon. 10 pretence of [cruple
-~ againft the Communion of our A(fembliesi 1 kenownot (to,
my remembrance) of ene. Miniftcr in this County liable
10 this charge : but moft never [wure 10 them, and: the refp
had no hand in their exclufion. 2. Whotwer among s
did esther (wear to, or difsbey [uch Bifhops as Bifhep Uther -
thereaffureth us were.the Bifbops of the antient Churches # -
If they [es up another ( intolerable) fort in, fread of the
Bifbops whickbe himfelf requiresh judge whether st were -
s greater fin ro [wear to them,or to difobey them. 3.4 tzd”-'
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the [chifns which he mentioneth is not [uch in bis own judge-
ment as makesmenuncaple of your Communios. This
presence sherefore és frivolows. .~ -

 Efpecrally confidering that mofb of us have o Prelates
that [omuchas claim a Gevernment over wus. In this
County fince BP Prideaux died (whowas one of the ancient
moderate [ot) we know of nene that ever made a pretence
tothe place.  And are we [chifmaticks for not obeying a
Bifhop when we haue none 2 And [urely none can juftly lay
~aclaimiofuch a [uperiority, even according tothe anciens
Canons, nilefs hebe firff chofen by our [elves,yeaand the
people, as a Reverend Biflop (I hope ye living), of the
ancient [ort bath toldyen, Morton Apolog. Cathol.
Pare. 1. cap. 85. p.257. Bellarmine bumfelf confefsing
that ut Clerus & populus Epifcopumeligeret, hic mo-
dus fuit in ufu tempore Chryfoffomi, Ambrofii, Auguftini,
Leonis, Gregorsi. Bellarm. L.1. de Clericis cap, 9. 4nd-
otherof onr Bifbops [ay the [ame. -

I conclude therefore that we are not only of one faith and
Church w'th you, but differ [0 litsle inonr opinions about
bower things , that yen can thence have no pretence for an

alicnation : And thereforewith thofe of you that are godly
andpeaceable, 1takeit for granted that we are acfually

azreed. Butif any will [acrifice the Churches Peace, their

Charity, their [ouls to their parties, or pafsions and “”[‘f”“-,ﬁ

tents, Ileavethem to God, and to the reading of other kind
of Books, that tend to change an uwrenewed mind.

L1. " 4sd 10 thofe of youthat follow the newer [Frainof
Prelatical Divines, 1[ball adventure 4 few words, bf,,m -
[mall[oever she probability is of their [wocefs. And 170
thofe of you that are not departed from 1he Communion of

all Prateftants 5 nor gone with Grotius over 10 the Ro-. -

manifls, 1 befeech yon, as before the Lord, proceed. pot in

your bisternefs, wncharitablene[s , or [eparaiion from your-
=5 : ‘ (&.3) Brethren,.,




14 biecPreface.
Brethven, nor yosr hindering thework of God in their-mi-

E . #iflration, 1ill you are able 1o produce (uch folid grounds for
" - what you do, as you dare [tand to at laft, before the
Fudgement-feat.of Chrift. 1. Some of you charge us with

3 70 Lefs then Herefie,as following Aerius in the rejeiting of
: _Bifbops, or equalizing Presbyters with them : and can you
hold commupion with Hereticks ? 1 anfwery, 1. Al 35 yot

herefie that every angry man hath called [o, no net of the

venerable Anc.ents. Do You indeed take your Dignity and
preheminence toﬂfe an Article of our Faith ? Why then was

it never in the Creed ? 2. Many among us are for Epif

capacy, that are not for your fort of Prelacy. Itis that { pe-

e cies that our Controverfie is about. 3.1 [ball anfwer you
4 in the words of our Reverend Morton (a Prelate, though
not of the New ftrain) Apolog. Cathol. Par.1.cap.33.
P38 96,97. who anfwereth the Papifts that ufe againft
us the [ame vbjection [ Non de differentia omni, {ed de
differentia Ordinis, (e roteflate Ordinandi (N B ) quee-
ftio eft inftituenda. Adverfar, Aerius hxreticus ordinis
differentiam negabat efle jure divino ; idem Proteftan-
tes : Refp. Quod idem forte fanctus Hicronymus, nec
aliud Patres aliiaffeverarunt : hoc (cholz vefirez Do-
¢tor primarius nonita pridem facile largiebatur : arich.
Mediua, lib.1. de [ac. orig, affirmat, nonmodo S, Hiers-
#ymum idem in hoc cum Aerianis hereticis fenfiffe, ve-
L ram etiam oA mbrofium, Auguftinum, Sedulium, Prima-

fium, Chry[oftomum, Theodoretsm, Otcumeninm, Theophy-
Aaitum. Beliarm, lib.4. de Ecclel. milit, c. 9. Tta, {in-
quit Valent. Jeluit. Tom.4. difp. 9uqu. 1. punét. 2. ) ifti

viri alioqui fan¢tiffimi & orthodoxi—— At ( inquit id.
.1bid.) non eft tolerabilis hec refponfio. Probabo vero

hoc non modo ferendum, fed etiam omnibus aliis re-

fponfis preeferendum efle. Advocatus. Erafmus Anwot.
7% 1 Tim.4. [ Aniquitasinter Praesbyterum & Epifco-

pum
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pum nihil intererat, ut teftatur Hieromymus : Sed poft
propter {chifma 3 multis delectus eft Epifcopus, &
quotquot Presbyteri, totidem erant Epifcopi. 7 Tua,
Era[me, apud Jefuitas fordet authoritas ( byt not with
yan that I write tg) —— Advocat. «Alphonfus d caftro
adver(. herel. tit. Epifcop. [ Wieronymusin ea opini-
one fuit, uc crederet Epifcopum & Presbyterum ejuf-
demeefle ordinis & anthoritatis ] Ecce etiam alterum »
Bellarm. lib.1.de Rom. Pontif. ¢.8. [Videtur R EV E-
R A Hicronymusin ea opinione fuiffe. J An ille folus *
[ Anfelmns & Sedulins opinionem (uam ad Hicronymi
fententiam accommodaront. J Quam eandem fenten.-

tam Medina velter Patribus pariter omnibus tribuig -

— Quid ex his, inquies ¢ oftendam 5 fi cognoviflent
Patres hancin Aereo hzrefin damnatam effe, tantum

abeft ut ei errori verbis fuffragari videren tug ;5 utpotius

in contrarium errorem abriperentur: i non cognovea
runthanc opinionem in Aereo damnatam, curvos eam
hoc nomise in Proteftantibus damnandam effe cén-
tenditis 2 Caffander lib. confult. art. x4. [ An Epifco-
patus inter Ordines Ecclefiafticos ponendus fit, inter
Theologos & Canoniftas non convenit : convenicay-
tem inter OM N ES in Apoftoloram @tate inter
Epifcopos & Presbyteros NULL U M DTS-
CRIMEN fuiffe; fed poltmodum  Schifimatis
evitandi Caufa Epifcopum Presbyteris fuifle praepofi-
tum, cui- Chirotonia, id eft Ord nandi poteftas con-

ceflueft 7 2 you will nos keep company with Reverend

Morton, 1 pray yon o wot beyond hefe doderate Pa-

you muft not bold Communion with Jehifm. And how are

we proved Schifmaticks ? Why, [ 1. Becanfe we have
caft: off Bifbops: 2. Becaufe we: now obey them ot | T

MieRy i
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2. But you [ay, thit af leaft we are Schifmaticks, and -
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‘bave 4h{wered this already 5 towhich I add +1 1. 1t a fine
world, when men  will [feparate them(elves froms the
- Churches of Chrift to avoid [chifm , and they

that are
againft [eparation, and offer Communion to the Separa-
tlls, muft be taken to be the Schifmaticks them(elves. It
is [chi[m that we deteft, and wosld draw you from, or elfe
what need we [ay [0 much for Concord and Communion ?
2. T have told you already, thas is is not one Minifter. of
& Multitude in our Communion thas did caft off the Pre-
lates 5 half of them didnothing to it, and the other half
were Ordained fince. 3. Nor can you truly [ay, that wow
they Pefufe obedience to Bifbops, where there are none to
obey, or none that command them. 4. Againl tell you, it

- 4 not Epilcopacy, bat enly the finful {pecies of Prelacy,

which the Parliapsens, and Aflembly, and Covenanters did
caftoff. Andwhatif yon think this (pecies eft 2 muft all
think [0, or elfe be Schifmaticks 2 And why not all Schif
maticks then that are againft the Papacy, which is thoughs

by others the beftform 2 I bave here given you fome Ar-

« gumenis 10 prove your Prelacy which was caff off, 1o be

againft the will of Chrift and the welfare of the Churches.
And 1ball not believe that jss febi[m 10 be againft fin
and the Churches ruine. _And I cannot but admiye s, read

i1 your writings, that DilCipline and Piety are pre}ended

by yeu, as the things which you premote, " and we deftroy,

when 1 am moft certainthat the deftruction of Piety and
Dilcipline are the very things by which you have [6 much
offended your Breshren s and we woul heartily come a5
near jou a3 we can, [o that Piety and Difcipline may ot
bedeflroyed. Hadwe not known that the able faithful
Preachers swhom you called Puritans (conformable and
w0t conformable ) that labonred inthe word apd doctrine,
were fitter 1o promote picty then the ignorant, drunken,
worldly Readers, and lazy Preachers, that once a day would
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preach againf} doing 100 much to bt faweds, cand bad we
- et knowny, that Piety-was better promoted by Learning the
will of God,and praying, and medit ating on the Lords Day,
thenbydaniing 5 and by cherifbing meu traly fearing God,
s2en b [corning, imprifoning, perfecuting and expelling
shem s we would newer, have becn [0 much againft your
_ dvings a5 ‘we. have been. But mens falvation is not [o
 contemptible 4 thing, as-to begiven away to humonr the
proud, that cannes live in Communion with any, unlefs
they may drive them to deflruction. ¥wewill not. [cll mens
Jouls t0.y0s a. fuch rates mor buy your Cammnnion, nor op
the reproachful monthsof any by fuch herrid cruclises.
We talk not now toyou of matters thar are kuown by hear-
[ay only s e fee which way promoteth Piety, and which
deftroyeth it.: we fee thatmoft of the ungodly 158 the land,
are. ihe forwardef}. for yoar wayes, Tiu may have almoff.
all the Drupkards, Blafphemers, and Ignarant haters of
‘ qu{ineﬁj;;_t_be_chnn;ry,‘ tovote for you, and if theydur ft,
again 1a fight. for Jon at amytime. Icannot be [o humble
4580, [ag, Lam blind, and [ecnos, what indeed I [re, fe.
caufe another tells me, that bis eyefight is better then mine,
and thathe. {}nhftbing: 20.be ather then' 1 [ee thews 1o be.
I doubt nov-bnt there are fomePious perfans among you : 1
<enfure youno further then .experience conflraincthy me.
But 1 kuow 1hat the common Jenfe of moft that are [erious
iPpractical Chriftiamity, is againft your formal mayes of
wetfhips und aganftabhe courfe that you have taken 19, this
-"”,ds_mdthe /:Pitz"t of prgpbq;;emj?,aomﬂjftb witb: Y01
4ﬂd‘d0t’et>bhag 70”,1}7 ﬂl_lplflff.f tbdt grvér 1 war 4cqyalmed :
o Bearwith plain truth.: itis in_a canfe of everlaflng
conf e,q’“”.“vﬂ'bgggf.‘igi{g@geg})g{ in a4 gracious [oul, like
healthin the body, thatdfpoferh itto relifb wholefom food,
and perceive mare difference between it, and meer airy or

toyifh kickfhaws, then itcan cafily exprefs. 1, aémd‘moe of
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your moft applanded. Preachers, the things of God were

[poken with [o tirtle life and ferionfnefs, as if they had

nat been believed by the [peaker, or came not from the
heart 5 yea Godline[s and Diligence for Heaven, was the
thing that they ardinarily preached againft under the name
of precifenels, and being righteous overmuch. 4xd the
Puritans were themen that Pﬂlpit: rendeved moft odious to
the people, andyonr Préachers exercifed their wit and zeal
againft , while almsft all their hearers through the Land
did take 4 Puritan to be one that was [erionfly Religions.
Many a place have I livedin, wherethere was not aman
that ever [poke a word againft Bifbops or - Ceremontes
but a few there were (alasy a few ) that wonld fometime

read a Chapter in the Bible ,and pray with their Families,

and [peak of the lifeto come, and the way o it, and for
this they were commonly called Puritans. If aman had
but mildly askt a [wearer why he [wore, or & drunkard
why he wonld be drunk, or had once named Scripture, o
the life to come, wnle[s prophanely, the firftword he [honld

 hear, was, [ 0 you areoneof the holy Brethren ! you wonld

not drink or [wear, bus you will do worfe in fecrer! It
was never a good world finee there was fomnch talk of

~ Scriptwre and Religion : but the King and the Bifbops will

sake an order with you, and all the Puritans and Frecifi-
ans inthe Land) 1 profefs upon my common [ad experi-
ence, that this was the common language of thepeople
that wereignorant andprophane in all parts of England
that ever 1 camein ( whichwere not afew ) and thefe
mere the men that they ¢alled Puritans, and on [uch ac-
connts. And what conld the Prelates and Preachers of
the Land have done more to mens damnation , then to
preach them into an hatred of Puritanifm, when it was
known by all that lived among them;. that Piety was Puri-
tanifm # their acconnt, and noman was: [o free from it,.

| oo




The Preface. 19
s he that would [corn as the very name of Holinefs, and
drink and_[wear as if he had defyed God. This s trye,
and England kaows it : and if you will after this think
that you have wiped your mouths clean, by [aying as M-
Pictce,thar by Puritans,bhe means none but [ men 8f bloed,
Jedstian, wislence, defpifers of dominion, painted fepni-
chres, Proteftants frightened out of their wits, &c. 7 the
_righteous God that lovethrighteou(ne(s, and bath [(aid) Be

or tormenting. forrow, that thetbing which commonly was
repured Pyritani[min England, was no fuchthing 45 you
defcribe : Awd 1hat its wone of your wifdom to lick againft
the pricks,and playwith the apple ofGods eye,and bring men
10 bate the members of Chyift .and them tell them you mearnt
the members of .the Dewils andtothruff men into Hell in
~ jeft : 1have beard before the King many a Sermon againft
4 Puritans, which 1 judged impious, but yet bad this excufe,
‘that much of the anditary partly anderflood, that it was
b not Piety as. fuch, thas mdz:.,direﬁ‘ly reviled : And fo per-
2 baps it might be in the Vuniwerfities, and [ome few intells-
gent anditories : byt fo it was not among the common peo-
ple through the Land. 4 Putitan with them was of the
fame fignification as a fevious Chriftian s with me. And
o you bring the Land to an hatred of fuch as are called
Chriftians ; 4nd then fay ithat by Chriftians you wicant
#nane byt mad men, [editioys; bloedy, &c. you [hall anfwer
"7 carneft for [pirting in the face of Chrift in jefts and
shat before him thar will not take your jears or jingles, or
adding yeproach wnto reproach for a [ufficient excufe.

I know alfo that the caffing out of the cwinifters of
Jour WAy, i much that effenderh you: concerning which1
{ball snly [ay, that I meet with none, or wvery few that pro-
fes mot their willingnefs that akl men of your mind thit
truly fear God, and are able and diligent, fhonld be kept-in.
30 (¢2) And
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And if you beangry: for the cafbing out of the igrvrant,
infufficient, negligent or fcandaloys, there's no remedy.
But be albamed to reproach us for cafting our [uch from
the [erviceof Chrift, as Julianthe Apofiate would have
caft out from the Priefthood-of his 12ols : and let us crave
your leave to expect asmuch Devotionin the fervants of
Chrift, as heexpeited in his enemies. Vid. Fulian. Oper.
Pag.549,550,55 1, &¢. fragment. [ Faceflant itaque
procul a nobis illeberales joci, ac petulans omne collo-
quium. ———In hisoccupanda funt ftudia, & cum
privatim, \tum publice Diis fape fupplicandum " eft 5
maxime quidem ter dedie : fin- minus, faltem diluculo
ac fub velperam. Neque enim Sacerdotem decet,diem
ullamac noétem fine facrificio tranfigere. Eft autem
utinitium. diei ‘dilucalum; ita nodtis vefpera, Itaque

‘rationi confentanemmeft, ut amborum in tefvallorum,
velut primitiz quadam  Diis confecrentur — -

- Equidem fic ftatuo, facerdotem oportere noétes atque
-dies purain fe ab omnibus & ‘integrum’ fervantem

55, Non enim mediocriter adverfis Deos

delinquimus cum facras yeftes oftentamus, ‘& omnium
oculis tanquam- mirum aliqaid objicimus. Ex quo id

- accidic, ut cum multiad nos impuri homines accedan &

facra illa Deorum fymbola contaminentur, ‘At vero
nos f:acerdo-tdli'hti vefte, nifi ‘ut Gcerdotibus digmam
et viram inficnamus, id ipfam nosas omnes crimi-
U, ac: Deorum maxime contemptum in fefe congj.
net. — Ad obfcena illa theatrorum fpecacula nullys
omnino facerdos accedat —neque cum hiftrioge ullo
vel auriga, vel faltatore, fic amicitia conjunétus, ad
corumye foras accedat. ~———Plyceat €05 ex brr’ix,ﬁbus
conftitai qui in: Civitatibus optimi {unt npr
quidem Dei, deinde vero hominu
que,five pauperes fint, fivedivic

» & imprimis
m-amantiflimas quof-
€S¢———p.557. Duo-

bus

-
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bus hifce praeditus fit ornamentis, Religione erga De-
um , & in homines bénignitate - Et Epift. 49.

#.203. [ Sed velim omnes noftros facerdotes omnino,
‘qui Galatiam incolunt, vel minjs impellas, vel ratione
perfuadeas, utfint honefti ; vel facerdotali minifterio
.abdices, {inon una cum uxoribus, liberis, & famulis
Diis colendis fedulo animos attendant— Deinde fa-
cerdotem quemgque hortare ne accedat ad fpectacula,
neve intaberna bibat, new’ artem aliquam aut opificium
- turpe infameve exerceat, Etqui tibiinhis rebas mo-
rem gerunt, eis honorem tribuito : qui autem refiftunt
expellito, ] Leg. & fragm. Epiff.62. We crave your
leave to ufe the Presbyters as firsctly ws Julian did thefe
Pricfis, and toexpeit as much piety and [obricty in them 4
~and that you will riot condewnn all thefe for Paritanifm that
- will not be worfe then this Apoflate Pagan, . ,
And for Difcipline ; could we have any from your
Epifcopacy worth the naming, we [bould be the meore re-
conctlable 404t : But it hath nor been, nor it cannot be.
.C oMmmon &(({{ﬂ*ardsnthaﬁ W&Z’?‘ far {de or -l]]iﬂ]“ years

together drunk ufually once srawice aweek, and abuyndance

as prophanein other kinds, were the flated members of this
Parifh Church where now 1 liwe, inthe Bifhops dayes 5 and
were [afer from any trouble then the Puritans ameng them
« that would pot imitate them. Let me here mind you of
o of the follwing Arguments, which perfwade i 4 l’f’t
Your Prelacy is not of God, becanfe it is defirultive of if-

cipline,

Y. When Epifcopacy was firft known in- the Charch,

ewery Presbyrerie , or Confeffus Pjesby teroruny bad 4
Bifhops and. every Tresbyrer hadright tobesmember of
Jeme [uch Presbyterie.. . And (eritnfly; wonld yow have all
the Presbyters in a Diocefs to be  Tresbyterit, where yorv
Bifbop maft prefide for the ordinary Government of the
Seae &1 . Diocefs

I
S
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Diocefs as one Church ? Are you frangers in England »
Or do_ysu nét know what abundance we have thas iy one
Parilb are ewery week [candalons by drankennefs, curing,
[wearing, railing, or [uch like ? And can all the Paflurs
travail [o far to the Preshyrorie [o frequently witheut
neglecting their Paftoral work ? o can all thife people be
perfwaded withous the Magiftrates (word to travail fo
far vo anfwer for their impicty 2 Will they not tell ns, we
have (omewhat elfetods 2 Are we ot like 10 make $hem
wait [even years and feven, before the moft of them can
bave a'tolerable sryal, when' (o many hundred Parifbes,of
which fome one may have hundreds of obflinate (candalons
perfons, maft all go fo far, andhave bys one Fudicature ?

2. Lbefeech you give me leave bur from Scripture, and
from DrHammonds Paraphrafe, to sy before you the
work of a Bifbop, and thew tell me whether one man,or e,
or an hundyed can do this work for one of onr ordinary Di.
ocefs, any more then one man can build 4 City?

1. A Bifbop muft be the publick Teacher of all the flock
which be s t0 Qverfee. Andcan one man undersake this

Sformany feore or bundyed Churches ?

2. A Bifbop muft perfonally ower ee and take care 4
all the flock, fu I’g/flal;iufs /p-Zk:, e;{quiring. of eack m{
by Name 5 andcan a Bifhop know and perfonally inflryet
fomany hundred Parifpes ? Thefe twoparts of bis Office I
prove together : Aét.20. 20, |1 taught you publick]
and from houfe to houfe, 28. Take heed therefore t(;
your {elves and to all the flock, over which the Holy
Ghoft hath made you Overfeers, to feed the Church
of God which he hath purchafed wich his own blood.
31. Thereforewatch, and remember that by the fpace
of three years, [ ceafed not to warp €very one nighe
and day with tears,  See Dy, Hammond on the Texs,
who tells you that it is [poke 10 Bifhaps.

1 Pet,
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1 Pet.5.1,2,3. The Elders which are among you
fexhort, whoamalfo an Elder
of God which is among you, taking the overfight
thereof, not by conftraint, but willingly, not for filthy
lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither asbeing Lords
over Gods Heritage, but as enfamples to the flock ]
Sce Dr. Hammond expounding it as [poken 10 Bifhops,
q. d. [ TheBifhops of your feveral Churches 1 ex-
hort e———-— take care of your feveral Churches,and
govern them, not as fecular Rulers by force ( N B)
but as Paftors do their fheep, by calling and going be-
fore them, thatfo they may follow of their own ac-
cord. 7}

Heb.13.7. Remember them that have the Rule
over you, who have {poken unto you the word of
God ] Dr. Hammond Paraphr. [Setbefore your eyes
the Bifhops and Governors that have been in your

* Church, and preached the Gofpel to you——7 0 al

you Inhabitants of Yorkfhire, Lincolnfhire, Norfolk,
Suffolk, Effex, Middlefex, Kent, Worcefterthire, .

how many of your Parifbesdidever hear 4 Bifhop preach

vhe Gofpel to them ¥

Ver[.17. Obey themthat have the Ruleover you,
and fubmit your felves, for they watch for your fouls
as they that muft give account ] D. H. [ Obey thofe
that are fet to Rule youin your feveral Churches, the
Bithops, whofe whole care is fpent among you, as
being to give accountof your proficiency in the Go-
{pel. ] O-dreadful acconnt, for him that muft give 1 for
fo mapy thoufands whofe faces he never [aw, and whofe
names: he never heard, much lefs didever [peak a word
to them ! =

1 7im.5.17. Let the Elders that Rule well be"

counted worthy of double honour, efpecially they’

who’

Feed the flock

1

N
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who labour in the word and dorine ] fec Dr. A.

expounding it of Bifhops.

1 Thef. 5.12. And we befeech -you Brethien to
know them which labour.among you, and are over
you in the Lord,and admonith you,and toefteem them
very highly inlove for their works {ake] Dr. 4. [Pay

~ all-'due refpedts to the Bifhops of your feveral

Chusches—— 7 Tel us ye Parifbes of England, what
labonrs hawve Bifhops beftowed among you ? or how many
of youbavethey admonifbed 7 and which of them are you

~ hence ebliged to honowr for their works fake 2 and is it

themy or, 45 it the Presoyters 2 1 mention none of thi as
blaming Biflops for negligence o butas blaming them that
will plead for, and wodertake an impofsible tasks and

- after all with an bardened forehead will defend it with

vitlence and [eparation from d[enters , when [o many
ages havetold the worldto their faces, that the nuder-
taken task was never done. : :

3+ 1t 15 the work of Bifbops to confirm the Baptized:
and is now made pecwliar tothem, D. H. [ on Heb.13,a,
Toteach, exhort, confirm, and impofe hands, were all-

the Bithops officein that place | 44 if [0, then the

examining all the perfonsin aDiocefs, till 1hey have juft
fatisfactionthat they are fitto be confirmed, and the aity.
all Confirmation of them all, will he a_confiderable task of
it felf. gk , 55 b
- 4- 1t is.the Bilbops work to exercife Difcipline inthe
Church, by admonilbing the unraly and diforderly , and
hearing the cafe when the Church is told of thofethat have
continued impenitent, and openly to rebuke them, and to
caft-shem out by Excommunication, if they remain im-
pensient and unreformed. Dr. H. on Tit. 3.10. [ Itis
thy office and duty toward fuch an one, firft to admo-'
nifh him once or twice, and if that will not wbrk“ugﬂ?ﬂ \
im
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him orreduce him, then to fer 2 mark upon him, to in-
fli& the cenfures on him, and toappoint 31l meg to
break off familiar converfe with him. 7 4nd o what
abundarnce of work fs this in the [everal parts, cvenin

one Parifb, mych more in 4 Digcefs , fee Dr, H, on
Mat. 18,17, .8, '

3 1t 45 the Bifbops work to tabe the principal care of

Bithops of

“ the Church. Soin the 41. Canop of the Apoftles :

A Bifhop muft have the care of the monies, (o thyg
by his Power all be difpenfed tothe poor by the Pref-
byters and Deacons ;s and we command that he have in
his Power the goods of the Church, So Fuftin May-

#yr Apol. 2, That which js gathered is depofited with
the Prefeé or Bithop, and he helps, relieves the Or-
phans and Widdows, and becomes the Curator or

r Bithops, They vific and
take care of all that are fick, not negleting the Wid-

dow, the Orphan, or the poor. 1 So Dr. H. read him
urther. Remember this, all

, Prelacy. See that 11 Bifhop be as once in every Pay, in
1he 's Divcefs to receie the contributions. Or [ee that you
4#’* P8t all into his bands and cu/Iody [eethat be take care of
40t 4l 10¢ poor, and widdows, and orphans, in all your Ca:m;
M oy, oax that all theiy monges be disbur(ed by him, or bis
m | [pecial Appointment, and be the commaon Overfeer of the
5 Poor for bis Diocefs,” 4nd wher Yo% and he have tryed this
20" one [even years, come then and tell us, whether he will be
‘Poﬂ Bae (4) : any
. S s
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any longer s Prelate, or you will any longer be for Prelacy.
15 the mean time judge in your Confeienses by the(e paf-
fages of Antiquity cited by D.H. whether the antient
Bifhops had ene Congregation,or many [core or hundred to-
be their Fafforal charge 2 : : :

6. Alfoit is apars of the Bifbops work to wifit the fick;,
and pray with them,and for them, Fam.5.14. lIs any
{ick among you? let him call for the Elders of the-
Church, and let them pray over him J fee Dr. H. thar
by Elaers s meant the Bifheps, €. { Becaufe there is no.
Evidence whereby thefe ' ( inferiour Presbyters )
may appearto have been brought into the Church (0.
early, and becaufe mgeiscvnsein the plural, doth no-
way conclude that there were more of the(e Elders
then onein each particular Chuich (any more then
that the ick man was bound to call for more thenone )
and becaufefizer 2vma Elders of the Charch was both
inthe Scriptave ftile; andin the firft writers the title
of Bifhops : and laftly, becaufe the vifiting of the fick
is apciently mentioned asone branch of the Office of
Bifhops ; therefore ic may very reafonably be refolved,
thac the Bifthops of the Church, oneineach particular
Church, burmany’in the Univerfal, arehere meant ™)
fo far Dx . H. Remember allyou that are all for Prelacy to
Jeud. for the Bifbop whes you are fick, every perfon.in the

jocefs, according to this exprefs command: Andif be
wunld do biswork by 4 Deputy, remember, that inall that-
Diocefs which was the Bifbops charge in the Scripture--
times, there was o resbyter exifbent but himfelf, a5,
here confeffed. Sointhe following words the [ame Learntd.
D - further proveth from Antiguity, [ that onepart of
the Bifhops office is fet dowh,»tz,’;; they are imopergéus: of
wiyres disevasy thofe that vific all the fick 7] Ler 4 have:
(96 Bifbaps as cam and wiil do this, and enr Conmtroverfie
will [00n be at an end about Epifcopacy.. Were: |
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Were it wot ‘that T bave fpoken of thefe things aftey-
wards, and fear being tedions, 1 [hould have fhewed, tha
7+ Baptizing . 8. Congregating the Affemblies , o,
Adprniflring the Lords Supprr, 10. Guiding the A(Jem-
blyinshe whole publick worfhip » 11.Blefsing the people

at the difwifsion’, and 12. Abfolving the penitent s and .

maore then all thefe were the works of the ancient Epifcopal
Junétion, And wow I leave it to the Confcicnce of any
man that hath 4 grain of Confeience left bim, whether
‘one man be able, were he pever fo willing, to do any one
of all thefe duties, much lefs to do all of them for many
bundred Parifbes ? Can a Bifhop seach thewm all, and Ca-
vechife and confer with all, and counfail; and comfort, and
admonifh all, and Govern all, and 81y all cafes of every
Jeandalons impenitent perfon of fo many thoufand , and
Ceafure, and Abfolve, and Confirm, and Try them for
Confirmation, awdreceive all the Churches frock, and be
the Overfeer of all the poor, and take care of all the Or-

phans and Widdows, andvifit, counfsil, and preywith all
the fick, andguide every Congregation in publick wor (bip,

and give the 5acrament 10 all, and prononncethe Blefsing
™ every Affembly , &c. and this for awhole countyor

more 20 wonderful, that ever this [hould become a Con-

troverfie AMong men, that vilifie others as unlearned and
wmvife ins comparifon of them ? 1 miuft lay by refpect to

"5an [o fur, as plainlyto profefs, that I take1hefe for [uch

C7r0rs as muft need procced from want of Piety and Con-
feience anq prattice of the duties that ave pleaded for. 1f
the[cmen did not talk of Goverming a Church, a5 tbo{e -
talk of Governing a Nuvy, an Army, of a Commeywealth,

" Thatnewer fer thel bandto the work, f is not “pofsible-[ure

that they fhonld thus err. 0 how mary Bifhops never ir yed
what it is to Gewern the Charch, or faithflly perfom
arny oueof all thefe works ! 1 [olemsnly profefs, that with

e (42) 1
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