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Chap.x3, The Conftant ufe of :bi/ng: indifferent (bonld

~ The Contents,

Civil oy Eccleftafbical over the whole Church, andthere-

- fore wone 10 make Laws obligatory to the whole, p.448. |

Chap, 10. If it be 5ot our Lawfnl Governors that com-
" mand ws, but wfurpers, we are not formally bound o
~obey them, though the things be lawful which they com-
SO Y TRea s 452

Chap. 11. The Commands of lawfulv‘ Governars. about

& lﬁ’”["[ Ceremonies, muft be underflood and obeyed with
[uch exceptions as do [ecure the End: and wot to the fub-
verting of it, < QLE p4528.

Chap.12, Itmaybe very finful to command (ome Cere-

*monies, when yet it may be the [ubjects duty to ufe them

when they are commanded, ' 460,

- not be commanded ordinarily ( f[ec the exceptions )
but they [hould be (ometimes ufed, fometimes not, P.464

Chap.14. Thirty Reafons againft the impofing of onr late

Controversed Myftical Ceremonies , as Crafsings Sir-
plice, &c. < ' " p-467.

things, P-483.

Cha?-_l 5. Reafons per[wading to Obedience in Lawful
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- ERRATA.

PAge xo. La. x. had ot been by themfelves. p.ag.1.23. for Philetas, v. Alexander.
p- 30. L penuit. for Peifelt, r. Prefident. p.33.1.3 453 5-x-the 2000th. or 3000th.
peifon. p.37.1.34. for ity v. i5. p-41.L.g. r. Presbyterie. p.g2. L. ulr. for that, r. the.
P77.1.24. v. occaffoning. p.78.1.16. r.had in it. p3r.L.1. blot out any. 1.28. for
- aballyrall. 129, blot out the. p.87.1.17. for had r.have. Marg. 15, 1. 1a9i-
swvov, p.88.1.17. for Prelacy, x. Policarpe. 1.37. for there that, r. that there. p-89.
La.r. Sy uddr. pg3.1.3. 1. be wassand 1.3 4. for ads r. at. p.94.l.2g. r. we well.
P-95. Marg.L3 1. 1. Blondel, and 1. 33. for yer,r. and. p.g 6.E 9.t. Churches. p.g7.
L. for Scholarum, r. Scotorum. p.100. Marg.l.13. for o, 1. 02 p 104.1.8. for
1 .meany t. I wave. F.106.1.4. for that .. the. Difp.2. Pref. p.rr7.Lx 6. for pafs,r,
pafe. p-118.130. blor out azd. p.x2x. Lig. r, Bifhop. p12g. Li7.1. Janfenius.
p-137.1.5. r. Members, p.a39.). 5. for men, r. run. P-157.1.3.& 4. r. pleafure &
Paflors,& L.34.1. and. p.160.1.2. r.will. p.163.1.11. for Procfors, r.Dotfors.p 166.
L4 r. fin inthe. p.169.1.6.blot out upon. p.181.1.26. r, owed, p.182.L.11.r. And
yet. pxga.ludt. for as,v. at. p.ig4.1.3. for Art.xx.x. Aff.11. p.1g1.l2g. forbe,
X, the, & 1.37. for decafe, r. depofe. p.194.l.29. for and, x. &rc. p.x9g9.l.13. for
Artx 1, v. AGG T p2xg.lx. . Aiitams. p229. 1.32. for three and four, . third
& fouith. 1-241. L2a. for name,x. main. p.ays. L14. for Davenant, . Davenpoit.
.253. L.18. blot out do. p.265. L.12. blot out to. P-277¢ L2. r. one & the. &
1. LoworkS. p291. L18. for the, 1. that. p. 316.1.16. 1. as their. p317. 1.1 3.
for Querfeers, t. Others. p.328.la1.r. Bebmenifts. p.339.L.16. 1. had no other,
p-340.1.9. r. the leaft. p.367.1.9. v add to. p.372.121. for he, r. the. p.409.13 4.
r. but what was. p.420. 116, 1. of the Will. p.g21.1.26. for them, 1. thar. p.430.
1.28. 1. Law.
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A n Adv'ert-ifem‘en‘t_ to. prevent. mif-
‘uhder{’téndi'ngﬁ o

NSSR7 exceeding fearcity of time; conflraining me.
NVZIR 72 writethefe Papers in muchhaftey and al-
N R lowing me bur 4, carfory “perufal vof thews

8  When writien, and the like.after the printing,.
e iy J0r the collecting the Erratasf; the Prefs, 1

Jind by this bafty review, and by fome obfervation of mens

re4dinels 19 mifunderfland me, ihat it 35 neceffary to [peak
a?{ﬁ.{g%ﬁage about the \following parsiculars., that 1 may
&é_ﬂf}é%?/fbb}é{ by fuch as are willing to wisderfland me. : and
the miftakes of others 1 [hall cafily bear, % Yol
. SeQ . Pag. 89, There is Jomembat that sequireth
correction of the pen, and fomewhat 1has requireth. expli-
cajian. I srarflating that paflue of Ignatius, [Unus
Panis qui pro omnibus fractus R ] mufl be written next
Leffufus éﬁ],b_&ﬁ(& L& unus Calix. ]~ 4nd for the fol-

loming objeition, though it mwas made by 4 difcrees per-

[on,yet T know 70 grownd for it = mplefs 10 Voffius jis
Edition leade out [ rion 3 sunieia which I_have not
#0831 hand, but is Likelyeft) 1 know ot of ary Greck
€oP) that leaves it oyt. Indeed Bifhop Ulhers Latine doth,
and. the Vulgar Tatine Jeaves oyt the tran/lation of the
next word: 5#@,{;’{\ n'}'\g 5’)\ ql? J)eva,',},, gygung;ruavjﬂf Wbt&' b
[aith Biftop Ufher [ Ex interpretatione hac excidiffe vi-
deantur, ] J/Zli'oi;zzbfing’ the corruption of the Valgar Tran-
Lasion in this wery place., ‘1 there premifed to{my:Aa[xazr,
e i S o Ay = - that




(2)

shat it might occafion a change in the Text : that it
hatb done [0 in many places, 1 think is cafic to prove 5 but
that it hathdose [0 Yere, there is no probability, (if any:
Greek Copy be.as is objected : )y and the Reafons of nsy con-
jecture of the poflibility, are folitile for 4 probability,
that a1 exprefsthens not) o1 think them not worththe.
exprefsing, but rather bid you take that es non dictum,
Though of the general 1 find Bifhop Uther bimfelf [aying,
both of his Latine Verfion [Ex 4 {old integritati {ue
reftitui pofle Ignatium . polliceri non aufim,] 4nd of
the firft Greek Edition [ Hanc reliqui fequuci funt edi-
tores 3 non ex Graco aliquo codice alio, fed partim ex
ingenio, partim ex vetere Valgato Latino Interpretey .
non paucis in locis eandem corrigentes] Epift.ad Lect.
ante Annot. & pag.26. Differc. ' »
Se&t. 2.1 muftintreat the Reader to" obferve that my
drift in this writing is net [o much 10 oppofe any form of
Government meerly as comtrarytothe Infbitution or Apo=-
folical Rule, a5 to plead againft that which 1 take 1o be
deflruétive tothe Ends of Government :. Not that 1defire
not a careful adbering to the [acred Rule, bt 1o Becaufe
1 fi;fpo[{ that many circumflantials of Difcipline undte
terminedin the Word are feignedby [ame 10 be [ubffan--
[antial nect[[ary things : and that magy mathers are indif--
ferent that [omse lay the Peace if not the being of the church
wpon. 2. Becaufe 1[0 far hate  contention, that if ‘any
Government contrary 1o my Fndgemens were [er up » thas:
did ot apparently in the narure of it wrong the Charch,
I would [ilently live under it in peace and quictnefs : and
accordingly wonld be now loth 1o enter 4 quarrel with any
Writers that differ from us in tolerable things = Bt if 1
know thar their judgement reduced to prattice is ke 10
be the undving of many [ouls, and to caft Difcipline almoft
wholly ous of #he Charch , 1 think it berter o di/péeaﬁ
SRR A trem 23
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(3)
them, then let thens wndo the Chirch without conira-
diction. The bef is, the (erions Chriflians of this age have
experience to help them to underftand the cafe , and I fup-
pefe wry Difpus ation to be unto them a5 if 1 Difputed before
“a man that is refbored from want, or banifbment or ficknefs,

whether be [howld be reduced to the Condition from which be

wsreffored ?
Se&t. 3. Some paffages bere will occafion the Queftion
(#p.s5.) Whetherandhow far Church Government
is jure Divino 27 But of this, inthe main 1 am agreed
with them that I difpute. To[peak further, my own judge-
-ment i, V. That the Spirit of God hath ¢[Fablifhed all the
Officers and worfbip-Ordinances of bis Church; and that no

wew Church-office or Ordinance of worfbip (s to the [ub-

[ance) may be inflituted by man's 2. But that there are
‘many Circam@tantials abent 1he Exercife of thofe offices
and Ordinances | that are not determined particularly
by a Law, but are left to humane prudence to determine of
by the General direQions of the Law. And [o T [appofe
that Bifhops and Presbyters are byt one Office, of Gods
inflitution's butin the exercile of this Office if one for
srder be made a Moderater or Prefident of the reft, or by
agreement (upon adifparity of parts or tntereft) do nme-
qually divide their work between'shem: inthe exercife, it
i 4 thing that may be done, and i5 firwhere the: Edifica-
tion' of the Church requiverh ity but not 4 thing that al-
ways muft'be done, wor i of it [elf a Duty, bus athing
in[d?ﬁ}rem_. The following Cafe therefore 1 hence re-
folve: -+ ‘ e
Sectig. - g{;aﬂ. [ Whether the Order of fubject Pres-
byters mightlawfully be created by Bithops or any hu-
mane Power 2 and whether the Order of Bifhops might
lawfully be created for the'avoiding of Schifm by the
confent of Presbyters ¢ or Metropolitans by Bifiops* ]

(g2) Anfw,
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(4D
o Bl If you nnderfland by she wird [ Ordér] a. di-
finct Office; Bope ‘may create any of thefe but God, But
if by [ Subje& Presbyters] be meant only men of the
fame Office with Bifhaps, that.do for the Churches benefit

Subjedk themfelvesiazhe directionor Prefidency of another,

Aupon fome difparity~in theix.. gifts or the like) in the
exﬁrciffe of tb{[:aof%c:, I /bppa%ljhat this i5 a thing that
by Conlent may be lawfully done. .A4nd [0 1 verily be-
fieve that besimes im the Clurch it was dowe (of which
«anon.) 8o if by [ Bilhops 7 bemeant po diftinét Office,
Yt one of . the Presbyters chofen from among the refly to
exercife his Miniftery infome eminency above the reft, by
reafon. of bis. grearer Gifts,.or for Peace and Order, I doubt
70t but it is 4 thing that confent may de; (And accor-
dingly the, Canan Law defiyes s Bifbap that hess [ Unus
€ Presbyceris, &, $a.4f by [a Metropolitan] be not
meant another Qftice, tu: one imthe fame Office, &y
reafon of the ld'l_mnlmge‘oﬁ.bz}\..;f“t,vn,;éa[m‘ to [ome alts
o <Qrder for the common benefis,y, I dowbt: not. bt it may
bedme : burevery,fuch Indifferens thing, is not to be
made Necellary, earedly aud yniver(ally to the Church,
‘3;3@{& 3 Whep I.do jn téeﬂ Papers” plead that the
Order of Subject Presbyters was not inftituted in Scri-
pture umes, and confequently that 3t.3s_not of Diving
Infiisutions Loneap us aforefuid, that as a difliné? Office,
o%. XPECIES. of Church. miniflers, as to the Power from
God, it is not of Divine Inflitution, nor. a lawful Infti-
fuiion of man s butphat among men, in the fame Office,
fome msight Prudentially be chefen to an eminency of de-
gree as 10 the exercife 5, andthat according 1o the difference
of their 4?"7/1‘7_”4gf§ there might be 4‘di[pzr‘ity 1 the ule
of their authority and g:ft: 1think was done i \S;-ript;‘rg
times, and might have been afier, if it bad not then. And
my judgement is, that ordinarily every p»rtimldﬁ&’b;ﬂé"
VA B _ = < ( fuch.
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(fuch as our Parifb Churches are)bad more Elders then One,
-~ but not fuch flore of men of eminent gifts as that all thefe
. < Elders could befuch . But as if half a dozen of the moft ju-
- dicious per(ons of this Parifb were Ordained 10 be Elders, of
- the [ame Office withmy [elf, but becaufe they-arenat equally
fit for publick preaching (bould moft imploy themfelves
- in the reft of the Overfight , confenting that the publick
preaching lie moft upon me, andthat 1bethe Moderator of
" them for Order in Circumfantials : This1think was the
 true Epifcopacy and Presbytery of the firft times. Frem the
. miflake of which, two contrary Errers have arifen: The one
| of thofethat think this Moderator was of another Office
- .infpecie, having certain work afsigned bim by God, which
45 above thereach of the Office of Presbyters-to perform
\ and that he had many. fixed Churches for his charge. The
§ ° other of them that think thefe Elders were fuch o5 are cal-
b led now Lay-elders, that is, Unordained men, anthorized
10 Govern, without A uthority 10 Treach, Baptize , 6r
. Adminifter the Lords Supper. - A nd fo baththe Prelati-
 cal onose fide, andthe Presbyterians and Indcpendents on
U the other fide, run eut, and miflake the ancient form, and
then contend againft each other. (This was the [whflance
. of what 1 wrate to M, Vines, which his /uéqumd Letter

refers 10, where be fignificth that his judgement was the
Jame.) When Paul and Barnabas were together, Paul was -
- the chicf [peaker, and yer Barnabas by the 1dolaters cal-
led Jupiter, Nature teacheth us that menin tse [ame Of-
. fice [honld yet have the prehem mence thar’s due'to them. by
\ their Age, and Parts, and luterefts , &c. and that Order
fhould be kept among them, .as in Colledges and all Socicties
 ufwal. The miftexcellent part of our work is pablick
preaching, but themolt of it for quantity isthe reft of the
Overfight of the Church (in Inflruiing perfonaliy, ad-
woni(bing, reproving, euquiring intothe 1uih of accufa
: SR Fry o 15688 5.
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(6)

tions, eomforting, vifitingthe fick, ffablifbing the weak,
looking to the peor, abfolving , anfwering dowbts, ex-
communicating, and much more) Andtherefore w5 there.
B anecefsity (as theexperienced kuow) of wany {YM” s in
a particular Church ‘of any great number, [o it ”"_ﬁ‘ rhat
moft hands fhould be moft imployed abowt the faid works
of Overfight, yet [o as thar they may preach as need and

occafton requireth (and adminifler Sacraments) and tha

the eminent Speakers be moff employed in publick preach-

engsYet [o as to do their part of the reft as vccafionrequireth:

And (o the former Elders thar Rule well ball be worthy

of donble hononr , bus efpecially thefe that Labowr in ﬂ’e,

Word and Doctrine, bymore ordinary publick preaching

And [wch kind of [eldom-preaching Miniflers s the for-

mer, were i the firft times, and (houid be in mofp Churches | i

yet that are numerous. ’

Sect. 6. when1 peak in thefz Papers therefore of other
mens Concefsions that there were de faQo in Scriptwre

1imes, but One Bifbop without any (ubjec? Presbyters 10 4 | ‘
particular Church ., remember that 1 [peak nor my owh | @

Judgement, but urge againft them their own Concefstons :
A nd when 1 profefs my Agreement with them, it # 1ot

in this, much lefsin all things , ( for then I needed not dif- |

[pnte againft them Yout it is dnthis much, that iniSeripture |
simes there was de faGo, 1. Np meer Bifhop of many parsi- |
cular Churches (or flared worlbipping Congregations;)

2. Nor any diftini¥ Office or Order of Presbysers, that ra- | gk
dically had no Power 10 Ordain,or Govern, or Confirm, &Cu | e

(which are the [ubjeit Presbyters I mean.)

Sect. 7. Speciallyremember thar by [ Bifhops] in that |
" difpute, 1 mean, according to the Modern ufe, one that % | |,

#0  Archbilhop, and yct no meer Présbytery bus one [up-

pofed to be between both, that is, a Superior to mecr Pres- |

bytersin Order or Office, and not onlyin degree 0"m”d’ﬁ; ;
cation




(7
 cation of the exercife 5 but -below Archbifhops (whether in
\ Order or Degree:) Thefe are they that 1difpute sgainfl 5
 excluding Metropolitans., or Archbifbops from the queftion ,
and that for many Reafsns. A
 Sel. 8. If itwere prov:d or granted that there were
- _archbilbops in thofe times, of Divine Inftitution, it wonld
no whit weaken my Argumentss For it i only the lowef}
- forvof Bifhops that 1 difpute about - yeait confirmeth them.
For if every combination of many particular Churches had
B an drchbifbep, thew the Governors of fuch Combinations
% were. not meer Bifhops, and thenthe meer Bifhops were Pa-
V") rifl Bifbops, or Bifhops of fingle Churcbes only : and that
W is i shat 1 plead for, againft Dioce[an Bifbops, that bave
- many of thefe Churches (perbaps fomse handreds) wnder one
' Bifbopof theloweft rank, baving only Presbyters under
~ bimof anvther Order. '

y tansy or of Archbifbeps, or of the (ubject fort of Presby-
| ters, orother points heretoucht, 1 anfwerthem, 1.1n the
- former my work was not much concerneds nor can any
A% msan prove me engaged 10do all thas he fancieth me cos-

AW cerned 10 do. 2. Few men-love 10 be contradicted and

- confuted, dnd 1 have no reafon to provoke shem further then
1% necefsity requiresh it. 3.1takenot allthatl read for an ar-

/| qument o confiderable,as to weed Replyes. 1f any walye the

) Arguments that 1 took motto weed an Anfwer let them

“we write muft not be in folios and if it were we fbould
Ieave fome body unan[wered flill. 1 havenovbeen ac0n-
vemner or neglecker of the writings of the conirary-

Se&k. 9. If any think that 1 fhowld have anfwered all
thatis written for an Apeftolical Inflitution of Metropoli--

gl make their beftof them = I have takewn none of them ouwt
of their hands by rebbing them of their Books s if they
think them valid, let them be (010 them. Ewvery. Book that

() minded.” Bht wolwminosfly to sell the world of tha,:'i v
= : ' | think

£




B ——————

Prudential determiners of a Circumflance pro tempore &

(8)
thinkthey abafe or are abufed in, i unpleafing and un-
rofitable, e VAT (:aveasd
? ‘Sed. 10i Andasitothe Jus Divinum of limited Die-
ccffes to the Apofiles as Bifbops , and of «Archbifhaps,
Metropolitans, 8cci 1fball fay but this = 1. That I take
notall for currant inmatter of fack, that two, or thrée, or
twice (o many [ay ‘was done; when 1 have either crofs te-
Simony, or vaiid "R'eafom‘cz.‘ the improbability : 1 believe
fwb/Hijioridm but with 4 bumane faith, and allow: them
Jueh adegree of that, as the probability of their report,
and credibility of the perfons doth require.. 2. 1 take it
Joruo: proof thar all-thas was done in all the Churches,
that I am told was done infome. - 3, 1 take the Law of
Nature and Scripture to be the entire Divine Lawy for the
Government of the Churchand World, 4o And therefire
i any F.atéer or Hiftorian tell me, that this was. .dfkbe{EJ
by the Apofiles ds 4 Lam tothe Vniverfal Churchywhich
T L Cont ainedin Séript ures, wor 10 de proved by them, 1
will not beliewve they, 520 more then 1 would have believed
Papius: and all bs Millenary. followers, that prﬂf”d"d
Traditionfron; . §4int Jobn 5 zer any. .more thep. 1 "W”,ld
have. believed the. Afians or Romans. that pretended dif-

' feresit times for Eafter, @5 a Tradition A poflolical bind-

g the whole Chuch,. S+ Ifit were proved that de fadto |
the Apoftles did thus or )y, difpofe of “a circumftance ff

Government or Worfbhip 5 which yet. s yndetermived 1p
Scripture, I take.it yot for afufficient. proof, thas they
sntended thay Fact for-an Univerfal . Law 5 or that they
meant 10 bind 4l the Churches. in all ages.todo the like :
10 more thew Chriff intended 41 the Inflitution of his

Supperto tie all ages to do it afier Supper, in an upper 3
-room, but with twelve, and fitting, &c, 6..Xea if I had |

found & Diretion or Comniand fram\tfze APO./HH; s

loco




loco only (as of the kifs of love,bair, couerivg,cating things
Srangled,and blood, &cc V1 take it not for a proef that this is
an univerfal Fanding Law, one of two of thefe exceptions
wil [bake off the proofs that [ome connt [frong forthe gniver-
fal-obligation of the Chyrsh 1 Diocefans or Metropolitans.
Set, 11, That the Apofiles had Epilcopal Power
C1mean fuch in each Church where they came, as the fixed

Bifhops had) 1 doubr mot. Apd becaufe they founded Char- .

ches according 10 the fuccefs of their labors , and. [ethed
them,and if they conld,agarn vifited them,therefore 1 blame
notthe Ancients forcalling them the Bifhsps of thofe Chur-

ches. But thar each man of them was really a fixed Me--

trlzpolitzm > 0r Patriarch, or had his proper Diocefs, in
which be was Governor in chicef , and 1nto which no other
Apoftle might come as an equal Governor without bis leave,
+ this and [uch like is as well proved by filence asbyall that

I haveread for it of Reafon, or Hiflory, thatis, the Tefti-
movies of the Ancients. "I find them [ometime claimirg
a (pecial intereft in the Childrenthat they have begorten by
their Miniftry: But dowbtlefs when Paul & Barnabas or Si-
Las went tagether, fome might be converted by one, and. fome
by another within the fa
COnvince me;that apygrear

ferefs doth lie upon this queftic,!

Jbal be williug to give bim moré of my reafons for what 1ay.

. Seqt 12, “and a5 1 them that confidently W‘/’
that the Apoftles [uited the Ecclefiaftical Government
20 the' Politick, 4nd thas as by 'a Law, for the. (bz‘;'rq/f
suniver(ally to obey: All the conf;tatim at prefent that 1 will
trouble thewy, with, [ball be totell them, that | mever (aw
any thing like 4 proof of it, to my wnderflanding, among
allthe words tha are brought to that purpefe ;. and totell
them, 1. That if Payl chofe Ephefus, Corinth, and
“other the moff populons places to preack in, it was bus 4
prudentiai cirewmflantiating of his work, according to that
General Law of doing all

(b))

me Discefs or City.If any man [hall .

10 Edification : ‘and net an obli=.




(10) | ‘
gation on all the Paflors or Preachersof the Gafpel 0. dothe
[ame where the cafe is nvt the fame. 2. And if Pawl hawing
converted many in thefe Cities do there plant Charches
(and no vther can be proved in Scripture times) 1t fol-
lows ot that we may plans no Churches but in Ciiies,
3. Andif the greareft Cities had then the moft numerous
Charches,and the maft eminent Paflors fitted to them, and
therefore are named with [ome nore of excellency above
the reft, it folleweth not that the reft about them were under
them by [ubjeition.  4.7Teaif the Bifbops of the chief Ci-
ties for order [ake were 10 call Provincial Affemblies, and
the meetings to'be in their Cities, and. they were to be the
Prefidents of the reft in Synods with [uch like circumftan-
tial difference, it followesh not that they were proper Go-
wernodrs of the reft, and the veff to obey. thems in the Go-
wernment of their proper charges. Nor that they had pow-
erto place and difplace them. 5. Much lefs will it prove
that thefe Metropolitans,taking the name of Dioce[ans;
might put down all the Bifhops of two bundred Chnrehes
under them, and fet up none but Presbyters (in order di-
ftinit from Bilbops )" ouér the flocks, befides them[elves 5
and [0 the Archbifbops having extinguifbed all thefirft Or-
der of Bi[bops of fingle Churches, totake the fole Govern-
ment of [0 many Churcheseven pesple as well as Pres-

‘bytersintotheirown hands. . 6. And 1 do. nat think that

theycan prove that the \Apoftles did inftitnte asmer)
[orts of Church-Government then, as there were of civil.
Tolicyin the world.  All the world had not the Roman
form of Government : Nor had leffer Cities the [ame
dependence wpon greater, i all ather Countryes. 7.WAs
it inone degree of [ubordination. of Officersonly, or in all,
that the Apoftles [wited the Ecclefiafbicall Government to
the Civil? If in One,how # it proved that they insended
it in that one, and not in thereft 2 1f inall, then we ijf
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‘bave many degrees of Officers , more then yet we have :
Inferiors very many, and Superiors fome of all confcience
100 high: then we muft have fome to anfwer the Corredtors,

the Confular Prefidents, and the Viears, and Lieutenants 5

the Pro-confuls and Prefects, and the Emperor him[elf :

BV 0ne 1o be Univerfal in the Empire - shats yet

fome Limit to the Pope, and will hazzard theremoving of
the Supremacy to Conftantinople, by the Rule that the
Apofties are fuppofed 10 go by, ) And great variety muft

-#here be in the feveral Dioceffes of the Empire ( which

«Blondell bath punctually defecribed de primatu inEcclef,
Pag. 511:t0 519.  (hewing the caufes of the inequality

* of Bifhopricks and Churches. ) 8, dccording to this Opinion
the form of Church muft alter as oft as Emperonrs will

‘change their Policy,or Wars [ball change them : A ndup-
om every change of the Priviledges of aCity, the Churches

- Preheminense mnfl change, and [owe [hall be in amutable

frame: Which if Bafil and Anthymius bad underfiood,

- might have quicklier decided their controverfie.  Tea ac-

. cording t0 this opinion, Princes may quite take down  Me-
“tropolitans at pleafure , by equalling the priviledges of
their Cities. The beft is then, that it 15 in the power of our
“Civil Governours 1o diffolve onr ebligationto <Metropoli-
tans,yeaand to all Bifbops too,if Cities muft be their only re-
fidence , as 1have [hewed, 3
- Selk. 13. As forthem that pretend bumane Laws for
their form of Government, that is,the decreesof General
Conncilss 1 apfwer, 1. 1difown and deny o/l humane Laws
as obligatory tothe Church Univerfal: It is the preroga-
tive of God, yeathe greatcft point of the exercifeof his So-
vaignty 10 be the Law-giver to his vniverfal Cﬁ”’«"’-
There can be no Univer[al Laws without m-’()m‘v”ﬁ'l
Law-giver : andthere is no Univer[al Law-giver under
Chriffintheworld. 2, And for General Councils ( fince

: : (h2) S:.HP-‘
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- Beripture times at leaft). there have beeen no [uch things
“#or anyhing lske them s unlefs the Roman Empire, yea 4

piece.of it,be the whole world, * 1 know therfore 1o bumane

_Univer(al Laws, whether it be for forms of Government,

Liturgicsy Holy dayes, or any thing elfe.

v Sedt. 14, Bur the principal matrer that tends to end onr

d fference, s, the right underflanding of the Naturé of that
Government that is properly Ecclefiaflical : What is it thas
we. mufl have Diocefans and Metropolitans todo ? ( befides
what I have granted 1o Apoftolical Bifhops in the third Di-
fpwse ) Isitite Teach or Rule the people of the particular
Churches 2 They cannot duit at fo greatdiffance,not know-
i7g them nor converfing with them 5 at Leaft (o well as they
that are on the place, as the ancient Bifhops were. 15 it 10
Rulethe Pres byters only 2 Whythen harh yot everyC burch
4 Bifhop 10 Rule the Slock,but a Presbyter thar is forbidden 10
Rule them. ( in all” that which they call Furifdiction thems-
Jeves )2 and how is-is 1. Presbyters (hall be Ruled by
Diocefans , and the Diocefans by Provincials ¢ not b)
force: Forthe Paffors have no cocrcive power by violence,
9r touching mens bodses oy eftates. Is i1 by bare command-
NG < Why what will that do or &iffenters that difo&ey:‘ﬂmﬂ
they depofe the Bithops or Presbyters thac difobey
them ¢ Byt how ¢ Not by.any force, byt command ., of
exhortation, or Excommunicatjon, They can da nomore
that 1 know of.  And what if they excommunicate 4 Pa-
fhor ! Let the cafe be [uppofed as now it 45 among us : What
if a Bifhop with the few thas adbere 10 bim , excommuni-
cated all the Paflorsin the Countythat are not [,;;;‘,ﬁ’gdaf
she Divine Right of Diocefans, or of the lawfulnefs of all
his impofed Ceremonies and Forms < The people will take
itto be their duty (moft generally where the Miniftry hath
been (avingly cffectnal ) to own their Paftors notwithftand-
ing [uch an Excommunication.and the Paftors will takeit to
¢
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be their duty to go on with their work: and the e xcommuni-
cation will do no good(unlefs perbaps tomake fome Divifion,
and make both - parties the [corn of the nngodly, or procure
the rabble torailmore bitterly at their Paffors, and hase
all their advice,be a defireable good.) And as when the Pope
excommunicated them, omeliiiops again excommunicated
the Popes o (eme of tbez Paflors 1ts like wonld excommuui «
" catetheir Metropolitans: And why a Bilhop,or at leaft 4 Sy-
nod of Bifhops maynot caft awicked Metropolitan out of
their communionts paft myunderflanding to conceive.

" Synods are for Communion of Churches s andif we had a
Monarchical, National Church in conformity tothe Com-
mon-wealth, 1 know not how it would ftand with the Law
of God, forthe whole Nation to hold Communionwith an
Heretical Primate.. A Roman Synod depofed John the
thirseenth, and other Popes have been depofed by Councils
1 conclude vherefore, that what ever power men clatm o if
the Magiftare interpofe not ( whichis extrinfick s0 the
Church-Governmsent in queftion )it will work but on mens
Judgements , call it Depofing, Excommunicating, gr
what you pleafe:. and this power 50 man can take froms yon
- but by hindring you to (peak. You may. now depofe thus

Jleighted it or excommunicated you again, you will bave
done. Nay 1think you do excommunicate s already :
For you withdraw from owr _Cammunion,_aﬂd draw many
with you, and (o you exeicife your powex (I meanit of
that partythat in the [econd Difputation I have todo with. )

SeCt. 15. Muchof my Oppofition to the Englifb Prelacy

ple, and notonly the Presbyters for the objects
of their Government, or for their chaige u!nd.l find
Jome of the yonnger [ort that are [prung up fince their fall,
do donbe of this, But 1.all mecn in Eogland shat knew

aie

and excommunicate whom you- pléafe, and whenthey have -

dependeth on the [yppofition, that they.took all the peo-.

(h3) . o
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and thenjndge. 3. Their arguing for the fole Furifdiction

, (14)

Dus twenty year ago what belonged vo thefe matsers, are paft
doubt of it Awd 1 have no mind to_difpute againft them
shat contradict the common knowledge of the Nation : a5 if
they fhould dowbs whether we bad ever a King in England.
2. Read over the Canons and the yearly Vifitation Articls
(which the Church-wardens ordinarily [wareto prefent by 5
before they bad ever read the Book,or heard what was in it)

of Bifhops, arid that they only were properly Pafbors,and that
Presbysers had nos the Key of Difcipline, but of Doctrinests
fome ewidence. 4.1t is known tothe Nation that the Pa-
Jhors of the Parifb Churches had no power by their Laws (o7
[ufferance) tocaft out any the moft cnormons finner or He-
rerick from the Church, nor 16 bring them to open confefsion
of their fin, norro Abfolve the penitent,but by Reading of
Their Sentence,and publifling what they fent from their
Courts 5 and confequéntly conlddo nothing of all the means
in order hereto : (For the means cannotbe nfed where the
end is kwown tobe impofsible.) All the obflinate [candalons
?’ﬁ”‘ s and [corners at a holy life, we muft. take as mem-
bers of our Churches, hawing uo power to caft them out. In-
Aeedwe bad the [amepower a5 the \Church-wardens, 10 PP
onr names 10 their préfentments. But a power of acenfing
204 Chancellors Court s not a Power of Governing s efpeci- |
ally when Pietyunder the name of Predﬂm[:\arrd Purita-
wilmy ‘was [0 hated and perfecwted, thattohave acufed 4
man for meer prophanefs would harve been fo far from 0b-
taining the end,as that ixwas like to bhawebeen the updoing
of the accufer, except he bhad been ont of the [ufpicion of
Precifenc(s (as they calledit) himfelf. Butl need not dif-
pute thi with any but thofe that being bred in betrer timies
(though far from what we defire) are wnacquainted with the
cafe of their Predece(for. :
Se&. 16. object, But do you not contradict yfolufr
€i1,
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- {elf, in faying the Paftors were degraded or fufpended,
as to the exercife of fo great a part of their work , and -
~_yet fay here,&& Pref. to the Reformed Paftor, that the
- Power of Difcipline was given them? 1 4nfw. 1. 15
. their Ordination the Bifbops [aid to them [Receive the
Holy Ghoft: whofe fins thou doft remit they are re2
mitted 5 whofe fins thou doft retain they are derained. ]
Andinthe Book of Ordination it was asked of them [ Whe-
- ther they would give their faithful diligence always to

adminifter the Doétrine and Sacraments, and the Dif-

¢/ ciplineof Chrift asthe Lord hath commanded yand as

- this Realm hath received ‘the l'ame"according-to the
Commandements of God¢] Asd the Rubrick of the
Common Prayer Book enableth the Curase to admoniflh open
and noterions evil livers by whom the Congregation is
'agmded > and thofe that have wronged their neighbors,
that they come nos till the have openly declared that they
have repented and amenagd .1 But 1. This doth but ferve
20 leave them nnexcnfable, that acknowledged Difeipline 16
belong to the Office of a Presbyter when yet be might wot ex«
ercife it. The Bifbops in the Ordination of Preshyters enabled
them to preach the Gofpel : 474 yet they were after thas
forbidden to preach till they had a Licenfe ; and i was
 Putintothe Vifitation Articles, 1opréfent thefe Minifters
that preached without Licenfe, 1f they will deny us the
exercife of the Power that they fir confefs belomgeth to our
Office, we are not anfwerable for their [elf-contradictions.
2. By Difcipline 1 fuppsfe they mean but our Infira-
ction,and our publifbing their Orders for Penance, Excom-=
MunICAtion, or Abfolntion, 3. They were the ’]udgésref
the [enfe of the Laws,as far as the extcution required = And.
the Univer(al Prattice of England, with their writings,
fbewed us, to.owr coft, their Judgenent. What good would i
d0.us, if the Law had been on our fide, while the 'Canmr;

rent
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 vent Fudgement and Practice of the Gouernors. denyed it
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and went againflit. . 4. He that lad kept a map from the
Sacrament s according, to the plain words of the Rubrick,
was 0 have been accountable for si at their Cowrts, and [0
likely (if he hud been a man of [erions piety, and nota per-
fecutorof Puritans) to.bave been undone by it, and was like
to make (o little of it astothe Ends of Difcipline (all men
being compelled by the Prefentments to receive the Sacra-
ment) that 1 never kiew one (10m) beft remembrance) 18
25 years time shas 1 lived under the Bifbops, thatwas kept
fromthe Sacroment, except a Puritap that [orupled 10
take it knecling, And what was this 10 true Church Go-
vernmient 2 x

 Se&. 17. Object. But eitker they did it accor-
ding to.the eftablithed Law, ornot: If theydid, the
fault was in the Law, and not in'them : If they did
ranfgrefs the Law, then the fault was in mens_abule;
andthe Law and Order cannot be blamed. Anfw. 4
Jad cafeto poor ignorant miferable_fouls, tha they nft be
Left in obftinacy, and deprived of Geds means of Refor-
‘marion without Remedy, becanfe either the Law or :’fadge:
muft be excufed. The Fudgesare the mouth of the Law 10
s that is Law in the if]ue to us which they ananimonfly col
Law. If the fauls werein the Law, it was time it [howld be
altered : if it was inthe Bifbops univer[ally, #was time
they [bowld be altered. Letws but have a Remedy, and en-
199 Gods Qrdinances, which he that is the Churches Head
an King hath appointed for our benefis, and we have
done.
Se&, 18. object. But may not Bifhops when they
Ordain, Delegate what meafure of Minifterial Power
they pleafe ¢ and if you never received more, why |
fhould you ufeit 2 )" Anfw. 4 poor relief to the forfakes |

Church : Deprive her of Government, and then tell s that-
. : £
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we had no power } Is the Power defirable to us; if the or-
dinance were not defirable 10 1he Church? 2. 13 hat Power
bawve Bilhops, and whence did theyreccive ity to change the
office of Chrifts inflitution, or his Apoftles 2 If [o, they
may 1ur# the three Orders ( which the Papifts them|elves
faythe Pope canmot aler)into as many more. Thep they may
create an Office for Baptizing only, and another for the
Lords Supper only, and ansther for praying only, and [o of
the reft s which is worfe then making Lay-elders, or then
taking away the Cup in the Sacrament... Hath.Chrif by bis
Spiritinflituted Charch-effices, and are they now at the pis
fbops power 1o transform them ? 3. If they had power to
diffribute the work jn the ¢xercife, part to one, and part to
another,yet they have no power 10 deprive the particolar
Chiurches of the whole or aiy part 5 by one or more mft
- do'dr, and'the Office multbe the fame, and 1he power exer-
cifed'to the edification and not 1he confufisn and corrupriog
of the Church. 1 e RS

Se&.  19. 0kjef?. But the Keyswere given only to
feventy Dilciples nox

Cadigiic,

thie Apoftlés | and not to the®

‘to Presbyters. T Anfw, 1. ]ftljefegvemy were only Difci-
ples,and not Church- of ficers, 1 Ancient s andthe Englif
“Bifbeps bawe been much miftaken, that baé¢;/a~muab;,u{ ed
11, that Preshyters [ucceed them as Bifhops do the Apafics :

But if they be officers, then’ they have the Keys.. 2. The

' 'Efi;‘f;?‘d Divines, even the Papifts, commanly confefs that
part of ‘the. Keys are given to.the Presbyters : .mJ Chrift
gave thm'-tngefl;er. 3. Were they given enlyto A‘Pﬂﬂ”’f@f

themfelves, oy 1o conyey to ‘others ¢ If to them{elues

<only, then noone hash them now. Ifto 'cénoz{ey'ja‘ﬂt[z‘,&{{;?b{ 7
“esther 1o A poftles only as their Sucgfﬂpr; (mt t.beg;.;s_‘ﬁme
[nch) or o Patriarehs or Trimates.y or < Metropalitans,
or Archbifbops only  (but none of this will pleafe the Bi-
~ thops) er_joBifhops only ; which 1grant , taking Bifbops
WS . TS —
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inthe Scripture [enfe, And 1 defireto fee it proved, that it
was not a pre[umptuous Innovation in them whofoever
they were, that after the days of the Apeftles Ordained anew
[fors of Presbytersin the Church that (hould have no power of
the Keys. 4. They that muft ule the Keys, muft bave
Power toufe them, But Parifh Biﬂmp: wiift ufe them (as the
nature and mecefsity of the work doth prove:) Theyefore Pa-
rifb Bifbops muft havethe Tower.1f only one manin a Diocefs
of an bundred or two bundyed Churches (hall have the -
pomer of the Keys, we may know after all the talk of Difci-
pline,what Difcipline 10 expelt, ;
Set. 20. 0bject. Why blame you Lay-chancellors,
Regifters,Proctors, . when you fet up Lay-elders ¢
we are as well able to call Chancellors Ecclefiaftical,
as you can call Lay-elders (0. ] Anfw. 1 never pleaded
for Lay-elders : If other men erregwill it juftific your error ¢
But 1muft vell you,an unordained manin a fingle Parifb, ba-
wing power only 1o afsift the Paftor in Goveriment s far wi-
like a Lay-Court to Govern all the Churches of a_Discefs.
> : _Sett. 21, ob{'_;ﬁ_ Do not your Arguments againft
- Bifhops for excluding Difcipline, make as much for the
cafting out of Minifters,of whom you complain in your
Reformed Paftor for neglect of Difciplines ] Anf.1.Th¢
Nature of Prelacy as [et up in England where ouly one man
had 1 he Government of [0 many Churches, unavoidably ex-
cludeth it, if the beft men were Bifhops (till it be otherwife
formed:) But the nature of 4 Parochial Epifcopacy is firred
to promoteit. 2. Thofe Presbyters thas 1blamed for neg-
lecting the bigher adls ef Difcipline, do yet keep away moré
prophane per(ons from the Lords Supperin fome one Chureh,
then ewer I knew kept awday in all places under the Prelates.
3. If Minifters finfully neglet Difcipline,yer as Preachers
and Guides iz publick wor[hip,8cc. they are of un[peakable
need and value tothe Church: But few Bifbops of England
= & preached
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