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in the Scripture fenfe. And I defire to fee it proved, that it 
was not a prefumptuous Innovation in them whofoever 
they were, that after the days of the Ape files Ordained a new 
fort of Presbyters in the Church that fiould have no power of 
the Keys. 4 . They that muft ufe the Keys, muft have 
Power to ufe them.But Par/fh Si/hops muft ufe them fas the 
nature and necefsity of the work doth prove:) Therefore P a-
rifl) Btjhops mufl have the Tower J f only one man in a Diocefs 
of an hundred or two hundred churches (hall have the 
power $f the Keys, we may know after all the talk of Vifci-
pline^what Difciplineto expect. 

Sect. 20. object. W h y blame you Lay-chancellors, 
Regifters ,Pro&ors, &c. when you fet up Lay-elders i 
we are as we l l able to call Chancellors Ecclefiaftical, 
as you can call Lay-elders fo . ] A n f w . / never pleaded 
for Lay elders: I f other men erre^willitjuftifieyour error I 
But I muft tell you^an unordained man in a fingle Pari ft, ha
ving power only to afsift the Pafter in Government,^ far un
like a Lay-Court to Govern all the Churches of a Diocefs. 

Sea . 2 1 . 0 % ^ . D o not your Arguments againft 
Bimops for excluding D i f c i p l i n e , make as much for the 
catting out o f M i n i f t e r s , o f w h o m you complain in your 
Reformed Paftor for neglect of D i f c i p l i n e c ] A n f . i -The 
Nature cf Prelacy as fet up inEnghnd^where only one man 
had the Government offomany Churches^ unavoidably ex-
clttdet b it, if the heft men wereBtjhops {till it be otherwife 
formed:) But the nature of a Parochial Epifcopacy is fitted 
Upromote it. 2. Thofe Presbyters that 1 blamed for neg
lecting the higher acts ef Difcipline, do yet keep away more 
prophane per fons from the Lords Supper in fomeone churchy 
then ever I knew kept away in all places under the Prelates. 
3. If Minifters ftnfully neglect Difciplinejet as Preachers 
and Guides Jn publick worftjip^Scc. they are of unfpeakable 
need and value to the Church: But few Bifhops of England 
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preached ordinar ilf : And We are defirous that Bifhops 
fall continue as Preachers, Dioceftn excluders 
of Parochial Church- Discipline. 

Seel:. 22. object. By pretending to agree w i t h them 
that fay there were no Presbyters in Scripture times, 
you would put down Presbyters, and then the Govern
ment of the Church w i l l be fuch as you blame. A n f . It 
is the thing 1 plead for, that every Church may have fuch 
Bifhcps as the) had in the Apofiles days, and not meer {new 
deviftdPresbyters) that are of another office and Order. 

Sect. 2 3 object. Bifliops had Deacons to attend them 
in the Scripture times, though not Presbyters* there
fore i t fol lows not that.Bifhops had then but One C o n 
gregation. A n f w . Tes beyond doubt : For Deacons could 
not, and did not perform the Fa floral part in the whole pub-
lick worjhip of any fiatcd Churches, 7 hey did not preach {as 
Deacons) and pray and praife God in the pub lick Ajjemblies, 
and adminifter the Sacraments: It's not affirmed by them 
that are againfi us : therefore there were no more Churches 
then Bijhopu 

Sect. 24. object. Bu t what doth your A r g u i n g make 
againft the other Epifcopal Divines that are not o f the 
opinion that there were no meer Presbyters i n Scri
pture times ? Anfw. 1. Other Arguments here are as 
much againft them, though this be not {if they maintain 
that fort 6 f Epifcopacy which 1 oppofe.) z.Theyalfo confefs 
the fmdnefs of churches in Scripture times : (as I have 
(hewed out ofBifhf D o w n a m § ) and that is it that I plead 
for. 

Sect 2 ̂ object. But i f you would have al l reduced to 
the ftate that de faclo the Church Government was in 
in Scripture times 5 you would have (as but one Church 
t oa Bii 'hop, f o ) b u t One Bifhop. to a Church 5 as D . # . 
Dijjert^ <Mp,20 ,2 i ,2 2. hath proved copioufly, that is, 
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t f t a tSc r ipxuremen t ionc thnoaf l i f t an t gresbyters w i t h 
the Bifhop i and would that pleafe you , that think a An
gle Congregation fliould have a Presbyteries Y o u 
ihould rather as he teacheth youyc.i 1./-237. be thank
f u l to Ignatius , and acknowledge the digni ty o f your 
O f f i c e , ab eo primario defen fore aftrui rfr propugnarij 
A n . w . we make no doubt from plain Scripture to prove, 
\andhave proved it) that fwgle Churches had then many 
Presbyters {fomeofthem at It aft t ) So having the great eft 
part of Fathers and E f t fcopal Divines of our mind herein^ 
Keven Epiphanius himifelf) we need not be very foliciious 
About the point of Teflimony or Authority. 2. We had rather 
of the two have but one Faftor to a Congregation, then one 
to a hundred or two hundred Congregations, bavin?* Pres
byter under htmineach, authorized onlyto a part ofthe 
work. 3. Either the dfthct office of the Presbyters is of 
Divine lnftitution, to be continued in the church, or not. I f 
n o t . i / M or feme body it feems may put down the office. 
It i t b e , then tt feems all Gods Vniverfal flandwg Laws 
{even for the fpecies of Church Officers) are not contained 
in Scripture. And if not in Scripture,where then i if in the 
Fathers, 1. How fhall we know which are they,andworthy of 
that name and honor i 2. And what fhall we do to reconcile 
their contradictions ? 3. And what number of them muft go 
to be the true mtneffes of a Divine Law ? 4 . And by what 
note may we kmw what points fo toreceive from them, and 
what not ? J 

But if it he from Councils that we muft have the reft of 
the Laws of God {not contained in the Scripture.) 1 . Is it 
from all orfome only $ I f from all, what a cafe are we in, 
as chligedto receive Contradictions and Herefies § if from 

feme only, which an they, and how known^andwhy theyra
ther then the reft ? why not the fecmd of Ephefus as well as,. 
the fir ft *t Conf tan t iaople . But this lfhaBnot now further 

• profecute. 
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frofecute, unlefs I were dealing with the Papifts {to whom 
have faid more ofit, in another writing.) 

4 . Ignatius his Presbyters were_nnt men of another o f -
I P » five, nor yet fet over many Churches that had all bat one Bi-

[hop: But they were all in the fame Churches with the Bi-
(hopi and of the fame office,only fubjeoJ to his moderation or 
pefidency for vnity and Order fake: and this we ftrive not 
Again ft,if limited by the general Rules of Scripture, 

Seel:. 26. objecl. T h o f e that you have t o deal w i t h 
fay not j tha t CThere were no Presbyters in the ApofHes 
days, but only that in the Apof t l e s wr i t ings , the w o r d 

H I £Bi (hops] always {lgnifies Bilhops 3 and the word Elders 
r j i f either never or bu t rarely Presbyters. But i t is polf ible 

f o r them to be i n the t ime o r thofe wri t ings that are not 
mentioned in thofe writings 5 and the Apof t les times 
were lafger then their wri t ings , as y o u are t o l d Find, 
again ft the Lond. Mini ft.p.\ 06.~\ A n f . 1. The words 1 ci
ted'{from A n n o t . i n A c l . i i . ) faithfully, which you may 
perufe: which fay that there is no eviden-ce that i n Sen -
pture times any o f chefeeond Order were i n f t i t u t e d . ] 
So that it is not Scripture' writ ings only y but Scripture 
times that's ffeken of. And 2, if there be no evidence ofit, 
the Church cannot believe it or affirm it for it judgethnos 
of unrevealed things • and therefore to us it is no Jnftitution 
thath-ath no evidence. 5. The Apoftles were all dead fave 
John before the end of Scripture times :So that they mnfl 
heinftitutedby John only: And John dyed the next ytar 
after Scripture times, as the thief Chronologers judge For 
as he wrote his \^4pocalypfe about the 1 4 t h year of D o m i -
t i a n j t f his Cofpel the year before T ra j an , and dyed the he& 

f'jji, "jear^ being after the commoner reckoning^ A n . D . 98. and 
feme think mere. And what likelihood^ er proof at leaft9 

that John did inftitute them the year that he dyed ? when 
the fame mm tt% aati of his esccurfton into A l i a u plant 

( i n \ Blders 



Elder s {before that year,it's like.And if the) were not in-
ftiiuted in Scr pture time,then no tejlimonyfrom Antiquity 
can prove them then inftituted. But indeed if we had fuch 
tefitmony and nothing of it in the Scripture it felf,we fhould 
take it as little to our purpose.For 5. doth Ant quity fay that 
the Injhtution was Divine* of Umverfal obligation to the 
Church, or only that it was but a prudential limitation of 
theexerafe of the fame Office {the like I demand of other 
like Tefiimemcs in cafe of Dioceffes-, Metropolitans, &C.) if 
only the later.it binds m nct,but proveth only the l icet, and 
not the o^oxtzx. atleaft,as to all the church. And then every 
Country that finds caufe,may fet up another kind of govern
ment : But if it be the former that is afferted as from anti
quity , then the Scripture containeth not all Gods Vniverf&l 
Laws ^ Which who ever affirmeth, muft go to Fathers or 
Councilsmftead of Scripture to day,and to the infallibility 
of the Pope, or a Prophetical Infjuration to morrow, and 
next 

Sect. 27, Once more to them that yet will maintain that 
the Apofiles modelled the Ecclefiaflical form to the Civil, 
and that as a Law to the whole Church, we take it as their 
Conceftionjhat then we ew no more obedience to the Archbi' 
fhop ^ /Cante rbury , then to the Civil Magiftrate of Can* 
te rbury , {and efpecially London fare is exempted from his 
juperiority.) And I yet know not that any CivtI Magiftrate 
of Canterbury, or Y o r k , or L o n d o n , or Worcefter , hath 
any government in this Countrie, except the Soveraign 
Rulers at W e f t m i n f t e r be meant. And 1 hope our Itine
rant ceurfe of'-fudges, will provethe right(to the Objectors) 
of Itinerant K^Apoftolical Over Jeers of the churches, ftr 
(ettlement atleaft. 

Sect. 28. Object. But Parifhes being not divided t i l l 
long after the Apof t ies days, there might be then no 
ordinary AffembJies but i n the C i t y ^and yet the whole 
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Te r r i t o ry adjacent be the T){octkr\kn{wWere there in 
the Territories perfons enough to make many Affemblies, or 
only fofew as might travel t§,andjoy n with the CityAffcm-

j l E B B bly ? if the latter, it's it that I ajfert,as ufual in the fir f t age 
I at leafl 5 If the former, then either all thofe in the Tcrrito-

ries met for pubtick Worfhip and Commnmon,or not: / / n o t , 
;i i they finned again ft the Law of God that obliged them there-
^ to as well as Citizens: if they did,then they mufl have efc 

I y / / f j j thtr Bif\)0p or Presbyter with them, for the due performance 
r f t ^ h °f that worfhip. 

: ; Sect. 29. if any think all thefc firagling objections 
0 ^ 4 n ^ *dvertifements. here unfeafonable , / render him this 

Ktitf; true account of them: This fir ft Difputation was prepared 
1^ J o n ^ f o r e u r o r ^ m r l h Monthly Exercifes here, and fo writ-

I ten long ago, before the London Minifters Booker the An-
f/t¥il f w e r t 6 t t i and the reft that have followedand therefore 

''•'fin eould not take notice of much that hath fmce paffed, and 
'l ^fttrm w^thal was not intended for publick view: But when I faw 
^ H m i f j y ° f t ^ e Gentry and Commonalty withdraw from the 

• j f i f i ffblick worfhip, and the ignorant and prophage had learnt 
^li^yt t 0 r e f e ^ t ^ o e t r P d f t o r s Inflrnclions, by calling him a Lay-
1 K Jr. man, and faw how the new ftparation threatned the perdu i-
W V J . 6 n of multitudes of the people,& efpecially was Awakened by 

d * be Calls of Minifters in other Countries that were far more 
t troubled with them then we, I thought meet to prefix this to 

f M j t h e Second Deputation, which was it that was defired of 
I m e * An<*1 here fore to take notice of thofe things fo late. 

Sect. 30. And the common experience tells you that it 
/ /) n o i a f c w t h a t go the wAy that lately was fingular even 

m^k Amon& t h e Eptfoptl '•> ^ which I may addthe Teftimony in 
Jh y**dtc. avainft the London Mimfters, p* 104- [ A n d 

j ! ^ o u g h I might t ru ly fay that for thofe more minute 
[0 C o n f i d e r a t i o n s or conjectures, wherein this Docto* d i f -

1 * e r s from fome others ~ he hath the fuffrages o t 
t dr. many 
« > - • - . — 
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• m a n r o f t h c Learncdft men o f this Church at this .day 
(and as far as he knows, o f al l that embrace the lame 
caufe w i t h him) &c. ] , 

S e d . 3 1 . And this at leajl 1 way expect from w 
Reader, that i f : he think we argue weakly, -he Will conftj* 
thatwt argue mt for worldly grtatnefs, hut go agatnft^ 
carnal inter eft. W« contend againft Bijhopricks of W 
E n g l im mode, as de firing no fuch Wealthor Honour. Some 
of us have as good opportunities to have a part tn j 
kind of Greatnefs if it were again introduced, as tney ^ 
But I am mt able alone for a Varifb charge, and am W 
to have more on my haiiets, and my accounts which" 
fuppofe the mind of my Brethren alio, . 

Seel:. 32. One more Advertifementl owe the RWJ»'> 
that this being written folon^ fince 7 was made conpaen 
by T ^ f U f h e r , de PrimordVis EccbBr ic . that U f m ^ 
was the Ancient Scoth where Paliad.us, & c * M n t ^ 
the Gofpel, »i \W£ r pag. 9 7 . ihavefignifed. Bttt I }»0 

wrong Scotland, if I fhculd not tellthee, that Ihat(w*r 
ceived fuch Arguments to the contrary fince ^ ' j ^ 
the Right Honourable, -and my highly^ valued frtend>J • 
Marl of Lawderdail , that I am forced to f u ( f e n d m l ] f h i ) t 

ment in that point, till t have leifure better topdy w 
pointj bring yrt unable toanfwer the fad arguments* 
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W h e t h e r i t b e N e c e f l a r y o r 

P r o f i t a b l e t o t h e right o r d e r o r t h e 

P e a c e o f t h e C h u r c h e s o f Eng

land t h a t w e r e f t o r e t h e e x t r u d e d 

E p i f c o p a c y I 

»N this Oueflion here are thefc three things 
fuppofecL i . That there are yet particu
lar Churches of Chrift in England: and 
therefore thofe that conclude that there 
hath been no Church among us fince the 
Diocefan Bifhops were laid by, arc none 
of them that we are now difputing with 
and indeed we think fo grofi a conceit un

worthy of a Confutatfon. 
2 - ^ >s fuppofed that both the right Order and the Peace of 

thefe C hurches arc matters highly to be valued. 3. And alfo 
that its our duty for the obtaining of it,to do that which is necef-
fary orprofitable thereto. But the doubt is, Whether the Epif
copacy in queftion be neceffary or profitable thereto ? 

For the decifion whereof r (hall briefly tell you my Judge
ment, in thefe proportions, whereof the two firft are but prepa
ratory. 

Proportion 1. A Peace with the Divines of the Epifcofaljudge* 



ment , is much to be de fir eel and earneftly to be endeavoured. 
Prop. 2. A certain Efifcopacy may be yielded to, for the Peace 

( if not for the right order) of the Church. 
Prop. 3. The Diocefan Epifcopacy which was lately in Eng* 

\&n&,andis now laid by, may not lawfully be rcajfumedor re-ad
mitted, as a means for the right Order or Teace of the Church. 

1. For the f i r f to f chefe,l think it eifie to prove that we ought 
tofeek an Agreement in the Epifcopalcontroverfie, with thofe 
that differ from us in that point. 

For, i . They are brethren, of the fame faith with us, whom 
we are bound to love and honour, and therefore to ufe all juft 
means for peace with them. I f we muft as much as in us lyeth, if 
pffible, live peaceably with all men, Rom. 12.18. much more 
with Brethren of the fame family and profeffion. 

2. They arc very many j and the far greateft (though not the 
pureft ) part of the Church is of their mind : All the Greek 
Church, and the Ethiopian Church, and the Jacobites, Armeni-
ans,and all other parties without the verge of the Reformation 
from Popery here in the Weft, that ever I read or heard of, are 
all of that way , befides all theRomane Church: And,thougfr 
I know that much ignorance, and imperfe&ion, i f not fuperftj-
tion and fouler errors may be juftly charged on the Greek, Ethi • 
©pian, &c. Churches, as well as on Rome (though not Popery 
it felf) yet I think there is fcarce a good Christian that is not 
unwilling tocaftofT fo great a part of the Church of Chrift, a* 
thefe are Indeed, he that dares fo far dclpifeall the Churches of 
Chrift on earth except thefe few that are happily reformed , as 
to think that it u no duty of ours, to feek unity and peace with 
them,by all juft means,I think is no meet perfon for us to difpute 
with. I t is the hainousfinof Rome, to defpife ani unchurch 
Grcrks, Ethiopians, and all fave themfeives, which I hope Pro* 
teftanrs will never imitate, who have juftly condemned th :m to 
deeply for it. Let the Donatifts fhutup the Church of Chriit 
in /)fr>ca, and cali the reft fecili >nsand let the Pa pifts reduce 
it to the (ubferibers ro their Trent confefiion, or to *Jiem on
ly that believe in the Popes univerfal Headfhip and Government, 
aV,d call all othervHereticks: vet will all true Catholicks imitate 
As.gtifitne and the Councils that were called againft the Dona-
efts, who ftiil deicribed the Catholike Church to be that which 

was. 
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was difperfedover the world having begun at Jernfalem : and 
though to Gods pra.fc we dare rejoycingly affirm, that the moft 
illnftnous and the foundeft part of ic is in Europe, among the 
Reformed, yet dare we not fay that it is all or the greateft part 
here- Nayweconfels that we arc but a fmaii part of Chritts 
Church And therefore common fobriety may tell us, that the 
? X l * $ ^ * ^ ° * ^ a * T c l u is in all the 

Moreover, evenamorg the reformed Churches there are ma
ny for fome Epifcopacy or Superintendency : As the Church 
or England and Ireland was lately for Diocefan Epifcopacv 
fo the Churches in Denmark., Swede* , Saxionie, andI other 
parts ot Germany % TranfUvania, &c. are for a lower fort o f 
hpilcopacy, called Superintendency among them. 

3- And the quality of many of the Divines of that way is 
iuch as befpeaks our greateft reverence to them,and fhould move 
us to thirft arcer Unity and Reconciliation with them. Many 
£1 thefait ah r e e m i n e n t L c a r n i n g a n d G o d , i n c M n d found 

I know that it is commonly objefted, that they are general
ly ungodly men that are that wayj and though fomc of them 
are Learned men, yet they are all, oralmoftall, of carclefs and 
carnal lives, or meerly formal and fuperftitious, and therefore 
tnetr Communion is not much to be defired 

To which I anfwer. 1 The plain undenyable truth is that 
tt was fo here with the moft of them in the Bifhops dayes, where 
e'er I was acquamred:Therc were more Minifters in many pteces 

A\ W ^ " , d h a V e f c o r n e d » threatned or troubled a man for a 
godly dtl.genc life, then that would lead him that way by a good 
e a r r P'c Wemuft fpeakthat truth that cannot be hid, who-
evet nedifpleafed. To this day, too many of that way arecare-
lelsandlcandaious. But then Confider withall, 2. Thatitis but 
too common f o r the common fort even of Minifters as well as 
people to be carelcfs and bad, whac ever opinions they are of ; 
Specially i f the times do difcountenance pradical Rcligioufnefs, 
t ie greater part arc likely to follow the times, being that way 
alio fo ftrongly enclined by nature. 3. Confider alfo that we 
nave had, and have men of that Judgement that have been ex-

B 2 cellene 



ccllentlnftruments oftheChurchcs good and fo eminent or 
Gods graces and gifts,that their names will ^ I « t l 0 ™ 
C h h f t L h t n England a Reformed Church: were there<n all 
England but one fuch man diffcnting from us, as 
rar, Latimer ,Cranmer, Ridley, Jewel, Abbot, ^ e n a n ^ J X ^ 
Hall, &c. what fobcr Godly man would not be exceeding w 
licitous for a reconciliation? I am fure ( befides the goa mei* 
of their lives, and painful preaching ) One Jewel, One Uj&er 
One DavenantMh done fo much againft the Roman Uiurpci^ 
as they will never well claw ic off them to thelaft. 

Moreover who knoweth not that rooft of the Godly able 
nifters of England fincc the Reformation, did judge E P » C ^ ; 
fome of them Lawful, and fome of them moft fit ( fo r t f i c . w £ 
conformifts were but few : ) and that even before tins iw 
trouble and war, the moft, even almoft all, of thofe that wxi 
of the late Alterably at Weflminfter, and moft through tbe1*? ' 
didfubfenbeand conform to Epifcopal Government, as a tni b 
not contrary to the word of God : fo that it is evident that it 
very confident with a Godly life to judge Epifcopacy w w , - £ 
and fit-, or elfe we mould not have had fo many hundred learn 
and godly men of that mind. f 

And I am not altogether unapt to believe, that m ^ n y . ^ t 

them yet are fofar reconcileable to it (moderated J f a t ' 
wereagaineftablifhed,they would fubmit to it as they did/, ror 
I hear but of few chat have made any recantation of their iorm _ 
conformity.; but contrarily have known divers of them prore 
a reconcilablenefs as aforefaid, as Mr. Qataker doth ia O B e 0 

his books exprefs his own Judgement. . . . . 
I f I have proved this preparatory proportion (which I thin 

necdeth but litle proof,) then have I alfo proved h That they 
have Tinned much who have hitherto forborn the ufe of any 
mean? for Peace, which was in their power. * And chat we 
are bound our felves to defire and feck after a peace withfucn 
men : and that we cannot difcharge a good conscience while 
we neglect fuch means as is within our reach , and fit for us to 
nfir. 

The fecond Propofition is, that £ A Certain Epifcopacj^ 
may he yielded to , for the^eace, if not alfo for the right order of 
$h& ChUrch.] In the declaration of my judgement concerning 

this. 
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this Irnakeno doubt but I (hall difpleafe both fides v the one 
for'yielding fo much ., the other for yielding no more. But 
Uclaeftale*'. I live not upon mens favour, nor the air or their 
applaufe: That truth which difpleafeth at prefent, may tend to 
r£ace , and produce it at the laft, when the angry humour is 
allayed, or at leaft, when the angry age is gone. 

For the clearer determination of this and the mam Queltion 
following itisneceffary that I here flay i . T o open the nature 
of Church-Government in general: 2. To open the fence of the 
word C Epifcopaej] and the fevera! forts of Biftiops. And then 
3 .1 (hall tetl you what fort of Epifcopacy it is that I could yield 
toTor the Churches peace, 

1. Imuftconfefs F think that the greateft part of the con-
troverfie by far,is in this firft qucftion,of the nature of EcdefiaftT-
cal Government, ftri&ly fo called, which is only in the hands of 

• Chrifts Minifters, Bi(hops or whomfoever, commonly called, 
Clergy men. And concerning this ( having written my thoaghts 
more largely elfewherc ) I (hall now lay down thefe few Pro-
pofitions. 

\ f . Prop. 1. tstllthis power Ecclefefticalis Jure divino, given 
from God himfelf; and that either immediately, or by the mediati
on only of the Apoftles. I mean as to the determination in fpecte, 
what it (hall be, and the conftitution of that order and power in 
the Church, though perhaps fomc other caufes,at leaft * fine qui-\ o f t h e d i f . 
bus non may intervene for the reception of this power by an in- ference he-
dividual pcrfon.Thefe therefore that p'ead only the Laws of the tween Eleai-
Land, or only Canons of former Bilhops for their ftanding or <™™n. 3

r

n d ' 
authority, do fay nothing that as to our controverfie isregarda- t h a t n e ; t h e I , 
ble. Whit men do,they may undo,tf there bereafon for ic, and if g l V es the Jus 
it de,end on their authority , we muft fubrmt to their reafon. o r j g ^ f r * 

Prf>P--2. This 'Vivine Conftituthn of the Species of Churchy ^ g f ^ 
Power and Government, is to be found whollynn the written word 0 L M m o ^ 

. &y God, called the hob Scriptures. This we are agreed on againlt P ^ ; c < 

V H t h e who would fuppty the fuppoied defers ot Scripture- z 6 9 , 1 J O , 
cc *"> ' by their unwritten Traditions, wh ch they call theother part_or 

/ Gods w rd. Church Canons and Laws of men may determine 
of fome modes and circumftanccs for the better execution of the 

•M»i Lawsof God, by the People whom they are Over;: buttney / 
f j t \ cannot aiake new Church-Ordinances or Governments, nor / 
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convey a Power which God the fountain of Power did net 
ordain and convey : nor can they give what they themfeives had 
not. The Church-office and Authority therefore that is not 
proved from the Holy Scripture, is to be taken as the fruit of 
humane arrogancy and preemption. Yet I deny not but that we 
may find much in Antiquity, in Fathers and Councils about mat
ters of fad to help us to underftand fomc Scripturcs,and f 0 o dif-
cern the matter of right. 

r J r ? : J r T L h e / ^ i , t U r t l U t b m C , « ^ , butfnppofend 

tural '"P'ffitoutestm confiitute offices which cannot be executed, 
or whtch would deflroy that end to which they are fm pofed to be 
Confittuted. J J <rj 

Prop 4.Ecclef ta f l ical Authority comprehended not the power 
oj the jword, nor any power of ufing violence to mens bodies, or 
l*y »g multls or cenfi[cations on their eflates. The Ecclefiaitical 
Power which Chrift ordained, was cxercifed for the firf t three 
hundred years without any touching of mens bodies or purfes 
before there were any C hriftian Princes. 

Prop. 5. MagiftrAtes are not eo nomine obliged to punijh men 
becaufethey are Excommunicated (whether upon every juft Ex
communication they fhould pumfh, I will not now difpute ) but 
they are bound to know that their penalties be deferved, before 
they lnf l .a them ; and therefore muft themfclves take'Cogni-
fance of the Caufe, and as rational agents, underftand before 
they adjand not blindly follow the Judgements of the Biftiops as 
ir they were but as Executioners where the Bifhops are Judges. 

• I compre- ™ P ; 6 * * T h t P ° W e r °f t h e hl&hefi Church-governours is but 
hend in the *»Authority of <Direcling in the way to falvauon • I t is but D i -
word Bin- rective : but then there is no room for the common Objection 

M f e L * * I tLnJrW t " t h e u m7 ° t h e r ">*» * * / t"f™ \ J hi 
fed in th/fol- h n g to n l r e ^ ^ ^ ° C c a f l o n a l I y f r o m C h a r i t > > Mother 
Iowm?Pro- ™ 8 . r o D n r e f t by Authority in a (landing office, as purnnfelv 
pofiuons. appointed hereunto + rh-r> . c , L

b \ r* FU Ipoieiy 
t §H* ante ^reunto. t rhe Power of Church-Governors is but 
L%es non vacant^ r d r J a

} m d l s

u ™fW f"*t *d ordlnem nut ornatum f : 

of 
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of the fame nature as is the Power of a Phyfitian over his Pati
ents, or of a School-matter over his Schollers, fuppofing he had 
not the power of the rod or actual force, but fuch a power as 
the Profeflors of Philofophy or other fciences had in their feve-
ral fchools upon the adult ( nor all fo great neither • becaufe 
the Laws by which we muft rule, are made to our hands, as to 
the fubftantials.) Hence therefore it is plain, that as we can bind 
or force no man to believe us, or to underftand the truth, and 
to be Chriftians, but by the power of demonftrated Evidence, 
and by the light which we let in (through Cods grace) into 
their Confciences, fo neither can we caufc any to execute our 
fentences againlt. offenders further than by light we convince 
them that it is their duty : fo that i f all the Biffoops or Presby
teries in the land fhould judge fuch or fach an opinion to be here-
fie, and (hould Excommunicate thofe that own it as herecicks, 
in this cafe if the Church do believe as the Pallors believe, they 
wil l confent and avoid the Excommunicate perfon^ but i f they 
take it to be Gods truth which the Paftors call herelic, they will 
not take themfelves bound by that fentence to avoid him . nor 
will the Offender himfelf any further befenfibleof a penalty in 
the fentence, then he (ball be convinced that he hath erred \ and i f 
the Church avoid him,he will juftifie himfelf, and judge that they 
doit wrongfully, and will glory in his fuffering: fo that it is on 
the Confc;cnce that Church- Governors can work; and no other-
wife on the outward man, but mediants Confcientia. 

Prop. 7. The ground of this ispmly becaufe no Church Go
vernors can bind any mm contrary to Gods word: Clave erranre, & 
ita apparenre, if the people know that he erreth^they are not to obey, 
him «g*inft God. Yet in the bare inconvenient determination or 
fomcCircumftantials, by which the duty is not dcttro\eJ, hut 
lefs conveniently per formed, the people are bound to obey their 
Governors, becaufe it is not againlt Gods determination, and 
becaufc he erreth but in an undetermined pointx>f which God ap
pointed him to be the orderly determiner. BuTif God have once 
determined, no mans contrary determination can oblige ; nor 
yet if they go beyond thefphere of their own work, and deter
mine of an aliene iubjed, which God did never commit to their 
determination : e!(e a Mimiter, or Bifhop, might oblige every 
Taylor how to cut his garment, and every Shoo-maker b&x to 
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cut his (hoc, fo that they (hould fin i f they did difobey, which 
is ridiculous to imagine : and i f they go about to introduce new 
itated Ordinances or Symbols in the Church which they have 
nothing to do with, or in any other work (hall aflume to them-
felves a power which God never gave them, it doth no more ob
lige then in the former cafe. 
rrlTT ^ / " ^ ^ ^ o f ' t h e f i x t h P r o p o r i t i o n ^ s , becaufc 
the People have* Judgement of difcernivg, whether the Gover
nors do go according to Godsword or not :elfethey (hould be led 
bhndfoid, and be obliged by God to go againft Gods word, 
whenfoever their Governors (hall go againft i t . I t is not bruits 
or Infants, but rational men hat we muft rule. 

9 ' J h e thre^hings which Church pmer doth conftf in, 
are ( in conformity to the three parts of Chrifts own office ) 
matlbmlmatt«°f?*«by X.Abont matter of Worfhip, 3. About 
matter of PraBtce in other cafes ***irj" ft 

a r e V h e C p ^ ^ Matters of Faith, 
W ^ S f f i ^ ^ ^ m or to 
that is not fo before ^ m a k e t h a t C 0 b c t r u t h o r e r r 0 C 

a n d ^ r e r S f W K ° r f l , i P ' C h a r c h Slides are as Gods^Priefts, 
then f Z % ' u h Q p e ° P l c > ******* between God and, 
n i S e r ^ God, and admi-

* The i . ' a n d b I c f * t h e r a i n hi* name. 
• c L * J 2 ^ % ^ % ™ » « « i n two things: uH 
ht hath made them aheTdv A rw " V ° o b e y t b e L a w s w b ' c b 

^m«mDirtaZToTolr^^dth,s'"h'P"nc.pal. 2. To give 

n o t t h e o K r ^ ^ f ^ N o r a bout any matter which is 
3 • B t Z Z & Z l ° W " ° f f i c c ? b n r i s without the verge of i t . 

Iv the DiurmtlJ. A ? . 5 a n d t h ° r c »*Jtr.te*, mud be on-

determination ft £ . * « left to the Governors 
vera.*fi#»c rknnJ.L. » r , ? a r c f u c h asare a cerab e in ie-
^ $ £ & X , * - p , h K i t i t d , * * > " n f i t f o r Chrift to 

w ll n o t T e ! f o

a l U g e S , n

f

d , C 7 n t n « = »nd thefe Circumftances 
will not bear an amverfal determination: elfe why could not 



Chrift have done it ? nay how is his Law perfect e!fe that dot?! 
omit it ? For example,God hath commanded u< to read th« word, 
preach, hear, fing, which mult neceflarily be done in fome time, 
place, gefture,number of words, &c. But he hath not command
ed us on what day of the week our Lecture (hall be, or at what 
hour of the day, nor what Chapter I fhali read, nor how many 
at once, nor what Text I (hall preach on, nor what Pfalm I 
(hallfing > nor in what words I (hall pray, whether impofed by 
others, or not, whether with a book, or foreconceived form, 
or not ^ nor whether I (hall read with fpectacles or without, or 
whether I (hall difcern how the time paflfeth by an hour-glafs, 
or by the clock, or by conjecture without them. Thefe there
fore and other fuch like, muft humane Prudence determine of. 
But with thefe Cautions. 

i . Thefe are moftly matters that require a various determina
tion in feveral places according to the great variety of Circum-
ftances; and therefore it is for the molt part fitter for the parti
cular Paftor of that Church, who is upon the place, and feeth 
the cafe, to determine them pro re natat * then for Synods, or *ThatSy-
diftant Prelates, to do it by general Laws or Canons binding all. nods are not 
2. Though upon a fmali mifdetermination of fuch a Circura- abfolutelyne-
ftance, the people muft obey, yet i f it befo grofly mifdetermi- ^ThLksn'ot 
ned as to deftroy the duty it felf Circumftantiatcd, or to be no- Q f scripture 
torioufly againft the end which it is pretended for, then they are Inftitution 
not to obey it . As if a Paftor would appoint the People to hear b u t N ^ 1 1 1 * 1 

in the night only, or at fuch unfeafonable times that they cannot f ^ } ^ 
come, or in many the like cafes. perio cap.7. 

Note alfo that it is one thing to prefcribe thefe matters in a pertotum. 
direct Regimental Refpeet, and that belongeth to him upon the 
Place ; and its another thing to prefcribe them for common Union 
or Co»:ord among many Churches, and that belongs to a Synod, 
(01 which anon. ; 

And it is moft certain by fad experience, that fcarce any thing 
hath broken the unity and peace of the Church more, then un-
necefTary determinations pretended to be for its unity and peace. 
Could men have been content to have made Gods Laws the cen
ter and touchltoneof the Churches Unity, all had been wel l : 
but when they muft make Canons for this Vefture, and that Ge-
fture, and the other Ceremony, and determine in what words 
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all men (hall pray,and how many words he (hall fay,or how long 
he .(hall be, and fo make (landing Laws upon mutable circum-
ftances,and this without any neceffity at all,but meerly to domi
neer , as if they had been themfelves ordained and entruftcd with 
Gods worfhip and mens fouls ; fuch fott ifh Presbyters,that know 
not how to fpeakordoany thing but as it is preferred them, 
nor how to carry themfelves foberly or reverendly without be
ing obliged which way to bow, and when and how oft, with 
the like. UnnecelTary things made NecelTary have deftroyed 
the Churches Peace • and fo blind are the Authors of i t , that 
yet they will not fee their errour, though the cries, and groans, 
and blbod of the Churches have proclaimed it fo long. The 
Church Hiltorie of thefe one thoufand and three hundred 
years at ieaft doth tell us that it is the Church Governours 
*y their too much bufinefs and overdoing in fuch wayes, even 
by too bold and bufie determinations about doctrines or Cere
monies, that have broken all in peices and caufed that con-
Church t l 0 n a n d f e e n i i o 8 l y remcdilefs divifions in the 

Prop. IO. In cafes which are beyond the prefent underfill 
o$ the people, they are bound as Learners,to fubmit to the judgement 
of their Guides : I f they fee no fufficient caufe, either in the mat
ter to caufe them to fufped that their Teachers are miftaken, 
or in their Teachers to caufe them to fufped them to be feduccrs, 
they owe them fo muchcreditand refpeS as their Guides, asto 
believe item fide human or to fuppofe that they are likelier 
to be in the right then themfelves. and therefore in matters of 
Do&rme not to contraditt them, but to fubmit to learn of 
them, t i l l by learning they come to that ripenefs of undemand
ing j as to be capable of difcerning the errors of their Guides, 
and fo to contradi& them groundedly, i f indeed they err: fo 
alfo m the order of variable Circurnftantials about the fervice of 
G o d , though the people ought not to obey their Governours, 
i f under that pretence they (hould command them things finftl; 
yet when they are not able to fee any certain evil in the thing 
commanded , nor fo ftrong a probability of evil as ihould 
caufc them to fufpend obedience while they take better advice , 
in fuch a cafe it is their Duty to obey the guides of the Church. 
For they are certain that they are commanded to obey them that 
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rule over them, And watch for their fouls, Heb. 13.17. but they 
are not certain that in fuch a cafe it is an evil that is prefcribed 
by them, nor isitfuppofed to be much probable ; therefore a 
certain evil of difobedience muft be avoided beVore an un
certain and improbable evil. This the very office of Church Go-
vernours doth plainly import. 

Object. Then if the Minifier miftake, all the people that *«-
i r rcT t h V ° U n d s °?the m a t t e r * m 4 err for company, 

fnjw. I I by Mufi, you fpeak of their Duty, I deny the con. 
icquence: For their Duty is to be men of undemanding, and 
to lee the truth in its own evidence,and fo not to err . But i f by 
Muft you only exprefs a Neceffity of Infirmity which they have 
linlullycontraaedthemlelve^thenlyicld a l l : but I fay that 
it is a greater fm to difobey their guides, without known reafon 
and confequently never to obey them in any cafe beyond the pre-
ient knowledge of the people, then it is to follow them fide hu-
*>*»* m fuch miftakesas we have no fufficient means at prcfent 
t T o n ^ T A F o

l

r t h e f o r m e r w i l l overthrow almoft all Miniftra-
OK C h u r ^ h -government . 

TP* L J h e n i t i s m fi» for an Ignorant man to Err with his 
1 etcher for company. Anfw. I deny that Confequence: for i t 
"o i s i in to be an Ignorant man . and confequently to have any 
t r r o r . But fuppofmg him already Ignorant by bis own finful-
ners, and that the Minifters of the Gofpel come to heal i t we 
may well fay that it is his greater fin t 0 disbelieve and difobey 
the m w ! t ho U tap P arentcaufe, then to milbke with them where 
he is not able to difcern the miftake. 

a Ar^'a. 1 1 ' H e t h a t * f o b e J e t » t h e Word of God in the mouth of 
™tmlter°r Church governor, committed a double fin, in com-

-vat 0* ™ t h a t ^ f 0 b e J e t h the fame word in the mouth of a pri-
alCoTfif L b ' r ' d e ' t h e f m w h i c h h e firP cwmitteth, he breaketh 
Aeo ZPItv. Comm^dment,ar;ddefpifethChrifiinhis Meffenver : 
r L w t c h w (hall r c f u f e to worfhip God, to ufe his name reve-
A K r u* W h e n a Private man telleth him that it is his duty, 
doth {in by thatrefufal: but i f he refufe it when his own Father 
or Mother or Minifter command him, he alfo breaks the fifth 
^ommandmentbefidesthere!!. MinifterialAuthority therefore 
doth aggravate the fins of pcrfons that are difobedient. 

Prop. 12. Tet far all this, one private man that evinceth out 
Cz of 



• / Scripture a fin or a duty contrary to the doctrine or commands of 
our Guides, mufi be regarded in that before them ; and the evidence 
and divine verity which he bringeth muft not be refufed, becaufe 
Church-Governors are againft it. Otherwife we (hould make 
Gods Officers to be greater then himfelf; and the Promulgators 
and Preachers of his Law, to have power to null or frustrate the 
known Law which they fhould proclaimed that the means is to 
be'preferred before the end,and when it deftroyes the end, and fo 
ceafeth it felf to be a means,which are things not to be imagined. 

Prop. 13. Tet is it a great fin for any men lightly and rajhlyto 
Mpetl their Teachers and Rulers, and much mere Councils or the 
whole Church and too eafdy to credit the fingular opinions of an] 
private man or dijfentingPaftor. But we fhould be very fufpici-
ousof the private man rather, and of the fingular man; and 
therefore (hould fearch well, and fee good reafon for it before 
we credit them, though we may not refufe any truth which they 
fhall bring. ' 

Prop. 14. The ufes of Synods or Ceuncils, is not diretlly to be 
Juperiour Governours of particular Paftors and Churches; but 
tt is DmBly 1. For the Information and Edification of the Pa-
Jton themfelves by the collation of their reafons and mutual advice; 
2 . For the V mo* and Communion of the faidTaftors, and of the 
particular Churches by them : that they may agree in one, and 
go hand in hand to do Gods work - and fo may avoid the 
ttoiiing.and hinderingofeach other, and one may not receive 
tnole tocommumon without fatisfa&ion, who are excommuni
cated by others^nd fo that by this concord of Paflors they may 
be Itrengchened to a more fuceefsfull performance of their duties. 

But thcn,thefe Di eft ends of Synods being prefuppnfed, M -
direttly .they may truly be faid to be for Government • Bicaufe 
God in general having commanded us to carry on his work as 
much as we can in Unity and Peace, and it bang the proper 
workof Councils to agree upon wayes of Unity, it followerh 
that for U nity fake ic becomes our duty to Submit to their juft 
Agreements • and fotbat the forming of fuch Agreements or CV 
ttonsjis' coafcqoeittiy or -Indirectly a pa¥t of Government,though 
Birecrl-y it is but for Unity and Concord. Piftors in Synods h we 
the fame power over their people as they have our. and therefore 
wiiatCanonsthey make jufliy for theGovernmcnt of the f a f f e ; 



as Pafiors^re Direclly acts of Government: but as t^Jfembled 
PaftorsyZnd aifo as to the Canons by which they bind each other, 
they act but by confent or contract in order to concord and 
communion, and not by a fuperiour Ruling power. So that Sy
nods as Synods are Directly only Gratia Vnitatis & Cummunio-
nij} and not Gratia Regiminis but IndireZtlj and by confluence 
from thefirft ufe, they art after a fort Regimental. 

To conclude this about the^Nature of Church- Government,^ 
the two former fimilitudes it ' is fomiwhat apparent: For Chrift 
calls himfelf the Phyfitian that comes to heal difeafed fouls: 
and his Church is alfo a School, and his people are all Schollars 
or Difciples, and Minifters his Ufhersor under-Sehoolmafters.. 
Now the Phyfitian may prefcribc to his Patient the times, the 
quantities of taking Medicines, and what diet to ufe, and whae 
exercife in order to his health • and alfo Phylkians may diake 
a Celledge, and frequently meet for mutual Edification, and 
Agree what Patiencs to meddle with,and what not , and that 
they will not receive thofe Patients that run from one to another 
to their own hurt, and that they will ufe none but fuch and fuch 
approved Medicaments}witb divers the like circumftances. But 
yetno Phyfitian can either compell men to be their Patients;, 
nor compell them ("any otherwife then by perfwafion ) to take 
their Medicines , when they are their Patients nor can they 
corporally punifh them for any difobedience to their directi^ 
ons : But this they may do : they may tell them firft than 
if they will not be ruled, they (hall be without the Phyfitians 
help, and then their defeafe will certainly kill them, or er.danger 
them • and i f the Patient continue fodifobedient as to fruftrate 
the means of cure, the Phy fitian may give hire over, and be his 
Phyfitian no more; and this is the Power of a Church Guide, 
and this is his way of pun.fh'-ng : Only he may further acquaint 
them with a Divine CommiiTion, then a Phyfician can do'tohis 
Patient, f at leaft gradually; and fo prefs obedience more effect u-
ally on their confeiences. 

So a Schoolmafter may make orders for the right circumttan-
tiaring of matters inhisSchool ( fuppofingone Grammer en-
joynevi by fuperiour Authority, ) and he may order what Au
thors ftiall be read, and at whathour*,and how much at a time, 
and difpofe of the feats and orders of his- Schollars: But yet 


