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inthe Scripture [enfe, And 1 defireto fee it proved, that it
was not a pre[umptuous Innovation in them whofoever
they were, that after the days of the Apeftles Ordained anew
[fors of Presbytersin the Church that (hould have no power of
the Keys. 4. They that muft ule the Keys, muft bave
Power toufe them, But Parifh Biﬂmp: wiift ufe them (as the
nature and mecefsity of the work doth prove:) Theyefore Pa-
rifb Bifbops muft havethe Tower.1f only one manin a Diocefs
of an bundred or two bundyed Churches (hall have the -
pomer of the Keys, we may know after all the talk of Difci-
pline,what Difcipline 10 expelt, ;
Set. 20. 0bject. Why blame you Lay-chancellors,
Regifters,Proctors, . when you fet up Lay-elders ¢
we are as well able to call Chancellors Ecclefiaftical,
as you can call Lay-elders (0. ] Anfw. 1 never pleaded
for Lay-elders : If other men erregwill it juftific your error ¢
But 1muft vell you,an unordained manin a fingle Parifb, ba-
wing power only 1o afsift the Paftor in Goveriment s far wi-
like a Lay-Court to Govern all the Churches of a_Discefs.
> : _Sett. 21, ob{'_;ﬁ_ Do not your Arguments againft
- Bifhops for excluding Difcipline, make as much for the
cafting out of Minifters,of whom you complain in your
Reformed Paftor for neglect of Difciplines ] Anf.1.Th¢
Nature of Prelacy as [et up in England where ouly one man
had 1 he Government of [0 many Churches, unavoidably ex-
cludeth it, if the beft men were Bifhops (till it be otherwife
formed:) But the nature of 4 Parochial Epifcopacy is firred
to promoteit. 2. Thofe Presbyters thas 1blamed for neg-
lecting the bigher adls ef Difcipline, do yet keep away moré
prophane per(ons from the Lords Supperin fome one Chureh,
then ewer I knew kept awday in all places under the Prelates.
3. If Minifters finfully neglet Difcipline,yer as Preachers
and Guides iz publick wor[hip,8cc. they are of un[peakable
need and value tothe Church: But few Bifbops of England
= & preached
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- preached ordingyily’: And 4. Weare defirows that Bifbops
- (ball comtinne as Preachers, but not as Discefan excluders
of Parochial €hurch- Di[ci[zline. ,
- Sett.22. 0Objet. By pretending toagree with them
“that fay chere were no Presbyters in Scripture times,
you would put down Presbyters, and then the Govern-
ment of the Church will be fuch as you blame. - Anf. /¢ -
# the thing 1 plead for, that every Church may have [fuch
Bifhops as they had in the Apoftles days, and not meer (new
.devifed Presbyters) that are of another Office and Order.
Sett,23. 0bject. Bithopshad Deacons toattend them
in the Scripture times, though not Presbyters; there-
foreit follows not that Bifhops had then but One Con-
gregation.  Anfw. Xes beyond denbt : For Deacons cenld
n0t; and did not perform the paftoral partin the whole pub-
lick worfhip of any flared Churches. They did not preach (as
Deacons)and pray and praife God intbe publick Affemblres,
- and adminifter the Sacraments : 1¥’s not affirriscd by them
 that are againfbus : therefore there were no more Churches
then Befhopss: v (rsifodvad s e Ui
. Selt.24. Object. But what doth your Arguing make
- - againft the other Epifcopal Divines that are not of the
opinion that there were no meer Presbyters in Scri-
pture times ¢ Az/w. 1. Other Arguments bere are s
much againft thews, though this be not (if they maintain
that [gre of Epifcopacywhich Ioppofe.) 2. They alfo confefs
the [malnefs ef Churches in Scripture times : (as"1 have
fhewed out of Bifhop Downam s ) and that & it that I plead
o7 X .
£ Set 25.0bjec. Burif you wonld have all redaced to
the ftate that e fuczo the Church Government wasin
in Scripture times,you would have (as but one Charch
toa Bithop, fo) but One Bifhop.to a Church s as D*. Ha
Differt.4 ¢,19,20521,22., hath proved copioufly, thatis,
i = ey L
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thae Scriprure mentioneth noaffiftane Bresbyters with

the Bifhop : and would that pleafe you, that think a fin-
gle Congregation thould have a Presbyteries You

- {hould rather as he teacheth you,c.2 I.p.237. be thank-
_fal to Ignatins , and acknowledge the dignity of your

Office, b co- primayio defenfore aftrui & prapugwari;]
An{w. As weinake no doubt from plain Scriptare to prove,
{and have proved it) tha fingle Churches had then - many
Presbyters ( fome of them ap leaft < ) So having the greateft
part of Fathers and Epifcopal Divines of onr mind herein,

Keven Epiphanius bimfelf ) we need not be very: [olicitons

abeut the pojnt of efmony or Aurhority. 2. We had rasher
of the two have but one P afbor 1o a4 Congregation, then one

‘20 4 handred or two bhandyed Congregations, having a Pres-.

byier nnder bim in cach s antherized only tbkfiﬂ of the -
works 3. Either the diftinct Office of the Pres fhers: 45 of .
Divine lnfiutution, to be contingedin the Church, or not. If
not, Bifheps o7 fome body it feems 24y put down the Office.
Ifitbe, then it feems all Gods Univerfal flanding Laws
(cwen forthe fpecies of Churcho fficers) are wot contained
inScripture. dnd if notin Scripture,where then ¢ 1f inthe
Fathersy 1. How fhall we know which are they,andworthy of
that name and howor ?- 2, 4nd whas foatl we do to recomcile
their contradictions 2 3, And whas namber of them muft go
10 be thesrue witneffes of 4 Divine Law 2 4. Andbywhat

- Meke mmay me know what points [0 16 receive from them, and

what not 2 -,

Butif itbe from Councils that we muft have the reft of
the Laws of God (not contained in the Scripture.) 1.1s 1t
from all or fomeonly 2 1f from all, what 4 cafe are we i,
s obliged'to receive Contraditions and Herefies 2 If from
Jorse.anly, which are they, and how known gnd why they 7a-
vher thenthereft 2 Why not the fecond of Ephefus s well as:
she frfiat Conflantinople, Burthis 1 fhall not now further
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préofecute; wnlefs I were dealing wirh the Papiffs (to whoi

bave [aid more of it in another writing.) %
- Vg0 Tgtatins bos Presbyters were nos men of another of -

“five, nor yet (et vver many Churcies thus had all but one Bi-

hop: Buk¥heywere allin the fame Churches witlthe Bi-
“{hop, and of the [ame Of fice,only (ubjett tohis mederation vr
- prefidency for Uity and Order [ake > and this we firive no
L againfhif limited by the general Rules of Seriptare. <

| 8e& 16, object. - Thofe thatyou have to deal with:

“fay not,that [ There wére'no Presbytersinthe Apoftles
- days, but only that inthe Apoftles writings, the word

“[ Bithops7 always fignifies Bithops,and the word Elders
either never or but rarely Presbyters. Butitis pofiible

for them to be in the time of thofe writings that are not:

| ‘mentioned in thofé writings 5 and thie: Apoftles times
were lafger then their writings, asyou are told  Viwd.

againft the Lond. Miniff,p.106.7 Anl, 1. The words 1 ci-.

ted ( frgm Annot.in AQ.11.) faithfully, which you may
perufe: which [ay that thereis no- evidence that it Stri -
‘ptitre times ‘any of ‘the'fecond Order were inftirtred. ]
So_that it # wmot” SCripture writings only, byp Scripture
times that’s [poken of.  And 2, If there be no ewidenceofiit,

the Charch cannot belieweis oy affirms it 5 for ivjudgerhgmos

- of unprevealed things s and therefore tous iv is no Inflitution
- tharbath wo evidence.” 3. The Apofties werve all deas fave
John'before the erd o Scripture times: : So that they muft

beinflituted by John enly: And Jobin dyed the next year:

after Scrigtare times, asthe thief Chronologers judge: For
- as e wrote bis A pocalypfe about the 147 year of Domi-
- tian, [0 b7 Gofpel the yearbefove Trajan, and dyedrhe next.
L gear, being after the commoner veckoning , An.D, 98 and

- fome think move.” Bnd what likélibood, o ‘proof av deaft,.
that John did inflitute them the yedy thas he dyed 2 when
- the [ame men 1ok 2 of his excomfion into Afa 1o plant:
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' Elders (before that yeai it’s like.)an And if theymere mot in-
ftunted in Scripture timesthen no teflimony from Antiguity
can prove them then inflituted. But indeed if we had [ uch
teflzmony and nothing of 1t in the Scripture it felf we (howld
- gake 1r.as little to.our plrpefe.For 5.deth Apk quity [ay.that
the Inftitution was Diviwe, of Univer[al obligation 10 the
Church, or only that it was but a prudential limitation of
‘t.be exercife of the famie Office (she ltke I demand of other
' lfkt Teftimonies ingafeof Diocelles, Metropolitans, &C-) If
- only the \ater,it binds ws not bt proverp only the licet, 4nd
bmerthe oportet at leaft, as 10 all the Church. And then cver
Conntrey that finds canfe;may fes up another kind of govern-
ment = But if it be the former that i afferted as from anii-
quitysthen the Scripture containeth nos all Gods Uﬂiwrﬂl
Lawss, Which who éver affirmethy mnft goto Fathers o
Cauncili infleadof Scripture 10 day,and s0,the infallibility
of the Popey or a Prophetical 1nfpiration to morrow, and.
next \ , :

SeQ. 27. Once wmore 1o them that yet will mainiaii thet
the-Apoftles modzlled the Ecclefiafbisal form to the Civils
and that as a Law tothe whole Church, we take it 45 1 heir
ConcefSion,thas thew we ow 1o more obedience tothe 4rchbi-
fhep of Canterbury, then to the Civil Magiftrate of Can:
terbury, (and efpecially London fure is exempted from bis |
Superiority.). AndLyes knownot that any Civil Magiftrate

~ ‘of Canterbury, or York, or- London  or, Worcefter, hath
any governmentin this Countrie , cxcept the Soveraigh

Rulers at WetkininQer be meant. And 1 hope owr ltine= |

rant conrfe of Fudges,will prove she righi(to the 0bjectors)

. of ltinerant A poftolical Ouverfecrs of the Churehes,. for
ettlement at leaft. e _ :

‘Sec. 28. 0bjec?, But Parithes being not divided till

long after the Apoftles days, there might be then no -

ordinary Affemblies butinthe City ;and yet the whole
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: Tetritotyadjacent be the Diocels: JAn{w.Were there in

only (o few as might travel to,and joyn withthe City Affcm-
, bl]y«’[lff the latte:{’it’s it that ,Ia{f e];'t}:dd. nfual inshe fir ]ng e
- at leaft 5 If the former, then either all. thofe in the Territo-
- ries met for publick Worfhip and Commusion,or net: If not,
- they [inned againft the Law of God thatobliged them there-
to as well as Citigens : If they did,then they muft have ei-
- ther Bifbop or Presbyterwiththem, for the due performance
- of thatworfbip. .. . 5
" Selt. \29. ifany think all thefe firagling objetions
- and advertifements here unfeafonable ;1 render bim. this
true accownt of them . This firft Difputation was prepared
- onlly for our ordinarily Monthly Excrcifes here, and [o writ-
. ten lovg ago, before the London Minifters Book,or.the An-
 [wer105t, and the reft that have followed, and therefore
- could not. take notice of much that hath fince p4£fed,, and

- publick worfhip, and the ignorant and prophanc had learnt
10 refel their Paftors Infirnctions , by calling him 4 Lay-
.\ man, and [aw bow the pew [eparation threasned theperdiii-
. onof multitydes of the people,&r efpecially was awakened by
- the Calls of Miniflers in other Countries that were far more
y rowbled with thems then we, I thought mect 10 prefix this 10
% the Second Difputation, which was it thas was defired of
pliy 7¢ 2 andiherefore to take notice of thofe things fo late.
Sec. 30. 4nd the common experience tells you that it
% noi 4 fewthat go theway that lately was fingular ever
. among ihe Epifcopal ; to which I may addthe Teftimony 17
i~ Vindic. againft the London Minifters, p. 104 [Ao
4 though I might truly fay that for thofe more minute
Confiderations or conjecfures, wherein this Doctos dif-

many

- the Territories perfons enough 1o make many dffemblies, ar.

witbal was not intended for publick view : But when I faw
[ many of the Gentry and Commonalty withdraw from the

fers from fome others ——— he hath the fuffrages ol
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Profitable to the right order or the
Peace of the Churches of Eng-

land that we reftore the extruded

| ;Epifcopacy N :

mec N chis Queflion hereare thefe three things

& fuppofed. 1. That thereare yet particu-

@ lar Churches of Chrilt in England: and

W therefore thofe that conclude that there

¢&& hath been no Church among us fince the

Z2<oJy Diocefan Bifhops were laid by, are none

N 4%, of them that we are now. difputing with

SRASERMINL and indecd we think fo grofs a conceit un-
worthy of a Confutation.

2. Itis fuppofed that both the right Order and the Peace of

thefe Churches are macters highly to be valued. 3. And allo
that its our dury for the obtaining ofit,to do that which is aecc_f-
fary or profitable chereto. - But the doubt is, Whether che Epil-
copacy in queftion be neceffary or profitable thereto?

For the decifion whereof: I fhall briefly tell you my Judge-
ment, in thefe propofitions, whereof the tweo firft are but prepa-
ratory. g e

Propofition 1. A Peace with the Divines of the Epifcopal judges
B wint,
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ment , s much to be defired and earneftly to be endeavonred.
Prop. 2. A certain Epifcopacy may be yiclded 10, for the Peace
( f not for the right ovder ) of the Church.
Prop. 3. The Diocefan Epiﬁ‘opac} which was latelj in Enge
land,andis now laidby , may not lawfully be re-affwmedor re.-ad-
mitted, as a means for the right Order or Peace of the Church.

- 1.Forche firft of chefe,I think it eafie to prove that we ought

to feek an Agreement inthe Epifcopal controverfie, with thofe
that differ from us in that point.

For, 1. They are brethren, of the fame faith with us, whom
we are bound to love and honour, and therefore to ufe all )U&
means for peace with them. If we muft as much asin #s lyesh, if
poffible, live peaceably with all men, Rom. 12.18. much more
with Brethres of the fame family and profefiion.

2. They are very many ; and the far greateft (though not the
pureflt ) part of the Church is of their mind : All the Greek
Church, and the Ethiopian Church, and the Jacobites, Arment-
ans,and all other parties without the verge of the Reformation
from Popery here in the Weft, that ever I read or heard of, are
allof that way , befides all the Romane Church: And,‘f“’“g.h :
I know that much ignorance, and imperfe&ion, if not fupertti-
tion and fouler errors may be juftly charged on the Greek, Echi-
opian, ¢c. Churches, as wellas on Rome ( though not Popery
it felf ) yet Lchink there is fcarce a good Chriftian that is n0¢
unwilling te caft off fo great a part of the Church of Chrilt, 88
thefe are. Indeed, he that dares fo far defpifeall the Churches of
Chrilt onearth except thefe few that are happily reformed , a5
to think that itis no daty of ours, to feek uniry and peace wich
them by ali jult means,} thinkis no meet perfon for us to difpuce
with, . It is the hainous fin of Rome, to defpife and unchurch
Gre:ks, Ethiopians, and all fave themfelves, which Ihope Pro-
teftants will never imitate, who have juftly condemned them 0
decply foric. Let the Donatifts fhutup the Church of Chrift *
in Africa, and calichereft Cegitiing , and letthe Papifts reduce
it to the fubfcribers rotheir Treme confeflion, o to ghem On-
Iy that believe in the Popes univerfal Head fhip and Government, -
and call all ochers Hereticks ¢ et will all erue Catholicks imitate
Angufiine and thé Councils thar were called againftthe Dona-
tifts, who il defcribed the Catholike Church to be that whick -

was ¢
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was difperfed over the world, having begun 4t Jernfalems : and
though to Gods praifc we dare rejoycingly affirm, that the moft
illuftrious and the foundeft part of it is in Ewurope, among the
Reformed , yet dare we not fay thatitis all or che greareft pare
here ; INay we confefls that we are but a [mall part of Chrifts
Church.  And therefore common fobriety may rell us, that the
Peace of fo greata part of Chrifts Church as is in all the reft of
the world, is highly to be valued, and fought with all our mighe,
in righteoufnefs. : e 2 '

Morcover, evenamorg the reformed Churches theredre ma-
ny for fome Epifcopacy or Superintendency : As the Church
of England and Ireland was lately for Diocefan Epifcopacy =
fo the Churches in Dinmark , Swiden » Saxiomie, and other
parts of Germany, Tranfilvania, ¢rc. are for alower fort of
Epifcopacy, called Superintendency among them. - -

3. And the quality of many of the Divines of that way, is
fuch as befpeaks our greateft reverence to them and thould move
us to thirftater Waity and Reconciliation with thea, Miny
of them are men ofeminent Learning and Godlinefs,and found
- inthe faith. ' : i

I know that itis commonly objected, ‘thatthey are general-
ly ungodly men thit are that way ; and though fome of them
- areLearned men, yettheyareall, or almoft all, of carele(s and
- carnal lives, or meerly formal and faperftitioys » and therefore
their Communion is riot muchto be defired.

. To which Tanfiwer. 1. The plain undenyable truth is that
it was fo'here with themoft 6f therm in the Bifhops dayes, where’
ever | wasacquainred: There were more Minifters in many places’
that would have fcorned, threatned or troubled a man for a
godly diligenc life, then tha would lead hinh thac way by a good
example. We muft fpeak that truch chat cannot be hid, whe-
everbedifpleated. To this day, too’ mary of that wdy arecare-
lefsand feandalons. Bur then Confider withall, 2. Thatitis bue -
t00 common for the comimori fort even of Minilters as well as
people, to be carelefsand bad, whac'ever opiicns they are of
Efpecially if the times do difcountenance pradical Religioufnefs,
the preacer partare likely ro follow the tirfies, being that way
alfo fo firongly enclined by nature. 3. Confider alfo that e
have had, and have men of that Judgement that bave been ex-
; B2 : : cellent
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cellent Infiruments of the Churches good, and fo gmmen;ilfgf
Gods gracesand gifts,that their names will be prctlotl:s ,“{n o
Chrift hathiin England a Reformed Church: were erenF”.
England but one_fuch man diffenting from us, as prtrz’)jlxr
rar, Latimer,Cranmer, Ridley, Jewel, Abbet, Dawendnt& e
Hall, ¢c. what fober Godly man would not be excee lglg -
licitous for a reconciliation? Iam fure ( befides the 80’0‘;”
of their lives, and painful preaching ) One fewe/, Onc ) >
One Davenant hagh done fo much againft the Roman Ufurpers
as they will never wellclaw icoff them o thelaft. ble Mi-
Moreover who knoweth not that moft of the Godlya : ¢ ac[v
nifters of England {ince the Reformation , did judge EP;] C(l)gon;
fome of them Lawful, and fome of them moft fic (fort te' e
conformifts were but few : ) and that even beforethis &
trouble and war, the moft, evenalmoft all, of thofe that ’WCJ
of the late Aflembly at Weftminfter, and moft through the ;{1”;
did fubfcribe and conform to Epifcopal Government, s 3 t! 4
not contrary to the word of God : fo that it is evident that' !tq;}
very confiftent witha Godly lifeto judge Epifcopacy ‘N'e i
and fit; or elfe we fhould not have had fo many hundred learned:
and godly men of that mind. ' of
And T am- nort alrogecher unapt to believe, that mﬁng)iﬁt
them yet are fo far reconcileable to it (queratcd,) £ d“: For
wereagain eftablifhed chey would fubmit to it as they did: ;
I hear but of few that have made any recantation of their forme
conformity.; but contrarily have known divers of them pr ofels
a reconcilablenefs as aforefaid, as Mr. Gataker doth 18 one oF
his books exprefs his own Judgement. e ik
If I have proved this preparatory propofition (which I thin
needeth bur litle proof, ) thenhave I alfo proved I That they
have finned much who have hitherto. forborn the ufeof a0¥
means for Peace, which was in their power. 2. Andthat Wl_e]
are bound our felves to defire and feck after a peace with fuc™
men : and that we cannot difcharge a good confcience while
we negle& fuch means as is within our reach , and fic forosto
ufe.
~ The fecond Propofition is, that [ A Certain Epifcoracy:
may be yiclded to', forthepeace, if moralfi for thewight order of
the. Chirch) Inthe declaration of my judgement conccrr:hqg
_ i8;.
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this, Tmakeno doubt but T fhall difpleafe both fidesy -the one
for yielding fo much ; the other for yielding no more.  But
jactaeft alea s 1 live not upon mens favour, nor theair of their
applaufe : That truth which difpleafeth at prefent, may tend to
peace, and produceitar the laft, when the angry humour is
allayed, or at leaft, when the angry age is gone.

“For the clearer determination of thisand the main Queftion
following_ it is neceffary that Ihereftay 1. To open the narure
of Church-Governmentin general : 2. To open the fence of the
word [ Epifcopacy ] and the feveral forts of Bifhops. And then
3. I fhall teil you what fort of Epifcopacy it isthat I could yield
to for the Churches peace. : v

1. I muft confefs I think that the greateft part of the con-
troverfieby far,is in this firft queftion,of the nature of Ecclefiafti-

- cal Government, ftri&ly fo called, which isonly in the hands of ;
Chrifts Minifters, Bifhops or whomfoever, commonly called,,
Clergy men, And concerning this ( having writtenmy thoughts:
more largely ellewhere ) 1fhall now lay down thefe few Pro-
pofitions. , :

Prop. 1. A1l this power Ecclefiafbicalis Jure divino, given
from God bimfelf ; and that either immediately,: or by the mediati-
on only of the Apsftles. 1 meanas to thedetermination s» fpecie,.
what it fhallbe, and che conftitution of that order and power in- ‘
the Church, though perhaps fome otber caufes,atlealt * fine gsi-"s o e dif-
busnon may intervene for the reception of this power by an 1n- ference be-
dividual perfon. Thefe therefore that plead only the Laws of the tween Ele&i-
Land, or only Canons of former Bifhops for their ftanding or and Ordi~

authority, do {ay nothing thatas to our controverfie isregarda- f;;’f&f‘g:‘f ;

ble. Wht men do, they may undo,if there be reafon for it, and if gives che 7us .

it depend on their authority , we muft (ubanit to their reafon. or Power, but

« Chrift only, -

Prop. Sl o g : : ;
p.2. This Divine Conftitution of the Species of bﬂrt‘lﬂl S

Imgeriq Sums -/

Power and Goyernment, s to be found whollyin the written word o
God, called the holy Scriptures. Thiswe are agreed onagainlt poen .o B
the Papiits, who would fupply the fuppoted defedsof Scripture 269, 170, - /
by their uawricten Traditions, which they call the ocher part of /"
Gods word. - Church Canons and Laws of men may determine - /£
of fome modesand circumftances for che better execution of the ;
Lawsof God, by the Peopte whom they are over: butthey
cannot make new Church Qrdinances or Govetnments, nor *
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-convey a Power which God the fountain of Power did net
ordain and convey : nor can they give what they themfelves bad
vot.! The Church-office and Authority therefore that is not
proved from the Holy Scripture, isto be taken as the fruit of
humane arrogancy and prefuamption. YetI deny not but that we
may find much in Antiquity, in Fathers and Councils about mat-

ters of fact to help us to underftand fome Seriptures,and fo to dif-
cern the matter of righe,

Prop. 3. The Scripture doth »
confirm the light of N ature
tural impoffibilities, nor ¢
or which wosld def}
Conflitused.

Prop. 4. Ecclefiaftical Anthority comprehendeth not the power
of the Jwerd, mor “B) power of ufing violence to mens bodies, or
bay'ng muléts or Confifcations on their effates. The Ecclefiattical
Power which Chrift ordained, was cxercifed for ghc firflt chree
hundred years without any touching of mens bodies or purfes,
before there were any Chriftian Princes.

Prop. §. AMagiftrates are not eo nomine obliged to punj/b wen
becaufethey are E xcommunicated ( whether npon every juft Ex-
communication they fhould punifh, I will not now difpute ) but

they are bound to know that their penalties be deferved, before

they infli& them ; and therefore muft themfelves take Cogni-

fance of the Caufe, and as rational agents, underftand before

they a&;and not blindly follow the Judgements of the Bifhops.as

if they were but as Executioners where the Bifhops are Judges.

Prop. 6. * The Power of the bigheft C‘hurcb-gowmqur: is ch

;le:‘f:‘nfg:' an Authority of Directing inthe way to falvation : 1t 1s l?m .Dl-
word Dipe-  TeQive : but then theress no room for the common Objection,
étive all thac that [ themir is 5 greater then anyother man may perform ] for

ot Contradict, but fappofe -nd
s #ar doth it impofe wpon any man Na-
nftitute offices which canmot be execnted,

70y that end towhich they are fuppofed to be

expref- it is O 1 - rityv.
fed in thetor. 'S ©n€ thing to Dire Occafionally from Charity, and anocher

fowing Pro-  thingto Dire® by Auth

] ority ina {(tanding office, as purpofely
;_oﬁtiom. appointed hercunto. t

The Power of Church-Governors is byt

Ampeiatores Chriftiangs i’ Syvodis conftiipta Juiit ad. o
eges nane;zznm Jed Cangies, baben:q; - aut folam congi is quee fingulos

ciy} '_? muﬁtzz‘?;’;"?"’"f 0S5 aut obligant per modum Ppacti volentes & yoloppes giam Dais

Grat P it mnanom;, ac promnde ex IC'gL' Raturaliy non ex bum linio D 7

¢ “us de Imperio pag, 209,214, Lege & cap. o. per. totum, ane aliqio Imperio.

of

dinem ant. ovnat),
lit vim s utin},
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of the fame nature as is the Power of a Phyfitian ever his Pati- -

ents, or of a School-malter over his Schollers, fuppofing he had

not the power of therod or a&ual force, but fuch a power as -

the Profeffors of Philofophy or other fciences had in their feve-

ral fchools uponthe adult ( nor all fo great neicher ; becaufe -
the Laws by which we muftrule, are made to our hands, as to-
the fubftantials.) Hence therefore it is plain, that as we canbind

or force no man to believe us, or to underftand the truth, and
to be Chriftians, but by the power of demonftrated Evidence,
and by the light which we let in ( through Gods grace ) into
their Confciences, fo neither can we caule any toexecute our
fentences again{t offenders further than by light weconvince
them thacit is their duty : fo thac if all the Bifhops or Presby-
teries in the land thould judge fuch or fach an opinion to be here-
fie, and fhould Excommunicate thofethat own it as hereticks,
in this cafe if the Church do believe asthe Paftors believe, they
will confent and avoid the Excommunicate perfon; but if they
takeir to be Gods truth which the Paftors call herelie, they will
not take themfelves bound by that fentence toavoid him : nor

will the Offender himfelf any further be fenfible of a penalty in -

the fentence, then he thall be convinced that he hath erred ; and if

the Church avoid him,be will juftifie himfelf, and judge that they -
doit wrongfully, and will glory in bis fuffering : fo that i is on -

the Confcience that Church- Governors can work, and no other-
wife onthe ourward man, but mediante ConfCicmia.

Prop. 7. The gros=d of this is partly becanfe no Church Go~

vernors can bind any man contrary to Gods word : Claveerrance, & %
ita apparence, if the people know that be erreth,they are not to obey. "

him againf}f God. Y et in thie bare inconvenient determinasion o

fome Circumf{tantials, by which the duty is not deitrosed, li"vqc"
lers‘C(’“Vcnicntly performed, the people are bound to obey eheir

overnors, becaufe it is not againft Gods determination, aod
becaufe he erreth bur in 2n undetermined poing,of which God ap-
pointzd him o be the orderly determiner. But

yetif they gobeyond the fphere of their own work, and deter-
mine of an aliene fubje&, which God did never commit to their
determination : elfe a Miniiter, or Bifhop, might oblige every

Taylor how to cut his garment, and every Shoo-maker how o+

cut

if God haye once’-
determined, nomanscontrary determination ean oblige 5 nor

§




~or Infants, but ration

.them new Direitions of our ¢

cut his ﬂioe, fo that they fhould fin if they did ~4ifobey, which.
is ridiculous to imagine : and if they go about to introduce new

 ftated Ordinances or Symbols in the Church which they have

nothing to do with, orin any other work fhall affume to tbctg-
felves a power which God never gave them, it doth no more 0b-
lige then in the former cafe. -

Prop. 8. Anotherrealon of the fixth Propofition, is, becaufe
The People have a Fudgement of difcerning, whether the Gover=
wors do go according to Gods werd oy not : elfe they fhould be lcd
blindfoid, and be obliged by God to go againft Gods Wor_d, :
whenfoever their Governors fhall go againft ic. It isnot bruits

al men ' hat we muft rule; e

Prop. o. The thres things which Chaurch. power doth confift in,

4re (' inconformity tothe three parts of Chrifts own office )

1. Abont matter of Faith, 2. Abous matter of Wor/fhip, 3. Abont
matter of Pra&liceinother cafes. .

1. Church-Governors about Do&rine or Matters of Faith,

are the Peoples Teachers, buc cannor oblige them to Err, or to
believe any thing againft God, nor make that to be truth or error
that is rot fo betore. '

2. In matter of Worfhip, Church- guidesare as Gods Priefts,
and are to go before the people, and Qtand beeween God and |
them, and prefent their prayers and prayfes to God, and admi- -
“‘ﬁ;‘-’ E‘I[;h‘)ly myfteries, and blef: them in his name.

3. The

Lommanding Power of Psftors is in two things : I-'I“
Commanding them in the name of Chrift to obey the Laws which

hehach made them already. And this is the principal. 2, To give

wr, whichas is fiid, 1. Muft not

2. Nor about any matter which is
ffice, but is without the verge of it.
08 of under laws, forthe better ex-
ft ; and chofe under- laws muft be on-

3 cHmftances about Gods fervice which
Scripture hath made sec ary in genere, but left to the Governors
detérmination in fpecie ; and they are fuch as are alcerable in fe-
‘verai ages, countries, &c. o thar ithad been unfi¢ for Chrift to
‘bhave determiried them in his ward » becaufe his word is an #ri-
wverfal Law for al| ages and countries; and thefe Circumitances
will not bear an gniverfal determination:: elfe why could not

Chrift

3- Butitisonly inthe mak;
ecution of the laws of Chy;
ly the Determinanon of Ci~
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Chrift have done it ? nay how ishis Law perfed e'fe that doth
omit it ? For example,God hath commanded us to read the word,
preach, hear, fing, which muit necefTarily be done in fome time,
place, gefture,number of words, &c. Bur he hath not command-
eduson what day of the week our Le@ure fhall be, orar what
hour of the day, nor what Chapter I thallread, nor how many
atonce, nor what Text I fhall preach on, nor what Pfalm I
fhall ing, nor in what words I fhall pray, whether impofed by
others, or not, whether with a book, or foreconceived form,
or not ; nor whether I thall read with fpe@acles or without, or
whether [ fhall difcern how the time paffech by an hour-glafs,
or by the clock, or by conje®ure withour them. Thefe there-
- foreand other fuch like, muft humane Prudence determine of.
But with thefe Cautions. ' ;
1. Thefeare moftly matters that require a various determina-
tionin feveral places accordingto the great variety of Circum-
ftances ; and therefore it is for the moft part firter for the parti-
cular Paltor of that Church, who is upon the place, and feeth F
the cafe, to determine them pro re nata, * chen for Synods, or * That Sy-
-diftant Prelates, to do it by general Laws or Canons binding all, nods are not

22 : i rminati : . abfolurely ne-

hough upon a fmall mifdetermination of fuch a Circum cellay (and |
: : ’ X ‘he thinks not :
ned as to deltroy the duty it felf Circumftantiated, or to be no- Scripture

ftance, the people mult obey, yet if it be fo grofly mifdetermi-

torioufly again{t the end which it is pretended for, then they are Infticution

: : ( ‘ buc Natural
not toobey it.  Asif a Paftor would appoint the People to hear boe Riia) Tog

inthe night enly, or at fuch unfeafonable times that they cannot Grot. de Im-
come, or in many the like cafes. , perio Cap.7-
Note alfo thatit is one thing to prefcribe thefe matters in a per rotum-

direct Regimental Refpe®, and that belongeth to bim spon the
Place ; and its another thing to prefcribe them for common Unsen
or Conord among many Churches, and that belongs rs 4 Syxed,
.(of which anon. ) _ :
And it is moft certain by fad experience, that fcarceany thing
hath broken the unity and peace of the Church more, then un-
necef(ary determinarions pretended to be for its unity and peace.
Could men have been content to have made Gods Laws the cefi-
ter and touchftone of the Churches Unity, all had been well :
but when they muft make Canons for this Vefture, and that Ge-
fture, and the other Ceremony, and determine in what Wordl:
? e al

N
|
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all men {hall pray,and how many words he fhall fay, ot how long
be (hall be, and {o make ftanding Laws upon mutable circum-
ftances,and this withoutany neceflity at all, but meerly to domt-
neer , asif they had been themfelves ordained and entrufted with-
Gods worthip and mens fouls ; fuch fottith Presbyters, that know
not how to fpeak or doany thing but as it is prefcribed them,
nor how to carry themfelves foberly or reverendly without be-
ing obliged which wayto bow, and when and how oft, with
the like. Unneceffary things made Neceflary have deftroyed
the Churches Peace ; and fo blind are the Aathors ofit, that
yetthey will not fee their errour, though the cries, and groans,
and blood of the Churches have proclaimed it fo long. The
Church Hiftorie of thefe one thoufand and three hundred
years ac lealt doth tell us that it is the Church Governours -
by their too much bufinefs and overdoing in fuch wayes, even
by too bold and bufie determinations about do&rines or Cere:

e i t'h o h-ave broken all in peices and caufed that con-
f(‘:]l{lionl; didion and feemingly remedilefs divifions in-the-
hurch. .

Prop. 10. In cafes which are beyond the prefent underfFanding
of tloe.peaplf,tbe] are bound as Learners,to fubmit to the judgement
of their Guides : If they fee no fufficient caufe, eitherin the mat- "

ter to caufe them to fufpe that their Teachers are miftaken,
or in their Teachers to caufe them to fufpe them to be feducers,
they owe them fo much creditand refpe as their Guides, a¢10
believe them fide bumani, or to fuppofe that they are likelier
to bein theright then chemfelves . and therefore in matters of
Dodtrine not to contradi® them but to: fubmit to learn of
them, till by learning they come to thar i penefs of underftand-’
ing ; as to be capable of difcerning the errors of their Guides, -
and fo to contradi® them groundedly, if indeed they err: fo
alfo in theorder of variable Circum{tantials about the fervice of
God ; though the people ought not to obey their Governours,
if. under that pretence they fhould command them things ﬁnf_ul -
yet when they are not able to fee any certain evil in thething
commanded , .nor fo firong a probability ‘of evil as fhould.
caufe them to fufpend obedience whilethey take better advice,
in fuchacafe it istheir Duty to obey the guidesof the Church. -
For theyare certain thatthey are commanded ro:obey them rr}:fl: ,
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r#le over them, andwatch for their fonls, Heb.13. 17. ‘but they
are not certain thatin fucha cafe it is an evil thatis prefcribed

«certain evil of difobedience muft be avoided before an un-
«certain and improbable evil. This the very office of Church Go-
vernours doth plainly import. :

Obje®. Thenif the Minifter miftake, all the people that us.
derfand not the grownds of the matter, wuft err for company.
Anfw. Ifby Muft, you fpeak of their Duty, I deny the con-
fequence : "For their Duty is to be men of underftanding, and
to fee the truth in its own evidence,and fo notco err , But if by
Muft,you only exprefs a Neceflicy of Infirmity which they have
- finfully contra&ed themfelves,then I yield all: buc I fay, that

itisa grearer fin to difobey their guides, without known reafon,
and confequently never to obey them in any cafe beyond the pre-
fent knowledge of the people, thenitis to follow them fide hu-
mana in fuch miftakesas we haveno fufficient means at prefent
todifcover. For the former will overthrow almoft all Miniftra-
tion and Church-government. , :

Obj. Theniris no fin for an Ignorant man to Err with bis
Teacher for company. Asfw. 1deny that Confequence: for it
15 hisfintobe an Igoorant man : and confequently to have any
Error. But fuppofing him already I gnorant by his own finful-
nefs, and that the Minifters of the Gofpel come to heal it, we
may well fay that it is bis greater fin to dishelieve and difobey
them without apparent caule, then to miftake with them where
he is not able to difcern the miftake.
~ Prop. 11. Hethar difobeyeth the word of Godinthe month of
a Minifber or Church: governor, committeth a donble fin, in com-
Parifon of him thar difobeyerh the fame word in the mosith of & pri-
vateman: for bfide s the Jinwhich he firft committeth, be breaketh
alfo the fifr), Commandment ,and defpifeth Chriftin bis Meffenger:
As 2 manchar fhalf refufe ro worfhip God, to ufe his name reve=
rently, &c. when a private man telleth him that it is his duty,
doth fin by that refufal : bucif he refufe ic when hisown Father
or Mother, or Minifter command him, he alfo breaks the fifth
Commandment befides che reft. Minifterial Auchority therefore
doth aggravate the fins of perfons that are difobedient. . i

Prop. 12. Vet for all this , 0K private mAnthat evinceth st

\ C2 , o

gt
T

by them, nor isit fappofed to be much probable , therefore a.
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of Scripture a [inor a duty contraryto the dotrine or commands of

onr Guides, wnft be regardedin that before them 3 and the efuidmcf :
and divine verity which he bringeth muft not be refufed, becanle
Church-Governors are againft ir, Otherwife we fhould make
Gods Officers to be greater then himfelf; and the Promulgators
and Preachers of his Law, to have power to null or fruftrate the
known Law which they (hould proclaim,and that the means s to
be'preferred before the end and whenic deftroyes the end, and fo

ceafeth it felf to be a means whiclrare things not to be imagined..

Prop. 13. Yerisitagreat fin for any men lightly and rafplyto
[#fpeit their Teachers and Rulers, and much move Councils o the

whole Charch y andtoo eafily to crediz the fingular opinions of any

Private man or diffe enting Paffor. But we fhould be vecy fufpici-

ousof the private man rather , and of che fingular man; and:
therefore thould fearc

A h well, and fee good reafon for it before
we credit them; though we may not refufe any truth which they
fhall bring. : E
Prop.14. The ufesof Synods or Conncils, is nor directlyto be
[uperionr Governours of particalar Paftors and Chaurches; bw
it 15 Direétly 1. For the Information and Edification of the Pa-
Jrors themfelves by the collation of their reafons and murnal advice 5
24 Forthe Uniow and Communion of the [aid Paflors, and of the
particular Churches by them: that they may agree in one, and
8o band in hand to 'do Gods work, and fo may avoid the
Cl'Ofﬁnga'ndhiadeﬁn’g ofeach other, and one may not recei¥c
thofe to-communion without fatisfaction, who are excommunt-
cated by others,and (o thar by this concord of Paftors they may
be {trengchened to a more fuccefsfull performance of their duties. -
But thea,thefe Di et ends of Synods being prefuppofed, Juds-
direéily they may truly be faid to be for Government , becaufe
God in: general having commanded us to- carry on his work as
much. as we can in Unity and Peace, and it being the proper
workof Councils to agree upon wayes of Unity, it f(>llow;rh"‘
-that for Uity fake it becomes our dutyto {ubmit to their jull
Agreements; and fo that the forming of fuch Agreemente or Ca-
nonsis comlequently or Indire&1va part of Government,though
Dire&ly it is but for Unityand Concord, Paltore in Synods have
the fame power over their people as they bave omr: and therefore
what Canonsthey make jullly for theGovernment of the prople,
s as
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as Pafforsare Direétly a@s of Government : but as e4d[fembled
Paftors,and alfo as to the Canons by which they bind each other,
they act but by confent or contra® in orderto concord and
communion, and not by a fuperiour Ruling power. So that Sy-
nods as Synods are Dire&ly only Gratii Unitatis ¢ Communio-
nis, and not Gratia Regiminis ; but Indirectly and by confequence
from the firft ufe, they are after a fort Regimental.

"To conclude this about the Nature of Church-Government,in
the two former fimilitudes it is foméwhat apparent : For Chrift
calls himfelf the Phyfitian that comes to heal difealed fouls 2
and his Church is alfo a School, and bis peopleareall Schollars:
or Difciples, and Minifters his Ufhersor under-Schoolmafters. -
Now the Phyfitian may prefcribe to his Patient the times, the
quantiries of raking Medicines, and what diet to ufe; and what
exercife in order to his health , andalfo Phyfitians may make
a Colledge, and frequently meet for mutval Edification, and
Agree what Patien:s to meddle with,and whatnot, and that
they will not receive thofe Patients that run from one to another
to their own hure, and that they will ufe none but fuch and fuch.
approved Medicamencs,with divers the like circumitances. But
yetno Phyfitian can eicher compell men to be their Patients ;.-
nor compell them (any otherwife then by perfwafion ) totake
their Medicines , when they are their Patients;#nor can they
corporally punifh them for any difobedience to their direi--
ons : But this theymay do: they may tell them-firft thac’
if they will not be ruled, they fhall be without the Phyfitrans
help, and then their defeafe will certainly kill them- or endanger .
them ; andif the Pstientcontinue fo difobedient as to fruftrate - %\

the means of cure, the Phy fitian may give him over, and be his
Phyfitian no more; and this is the Power of a Church Guvd_e =
and this is his way of punifhing: Only he may furcher acquaint
them with a Divine Commiffion, thena Phyfician can do to his -
Patient, (at leaft gradually ) and fo prefs obedience moreeffectu-
ally on their confciences. ' el

_So aSchoolmafter may make orders for theright circum{lan- -
tiating of matters in hisSchool ( fuppofing one Grammer en~’
Joyned by {uperiour Aurhority, ) and he may order- what Au~
thors (hall be read and at what hour¢,and how much ata time, -
and difpofe of the feats and orders %f his Schollars: But yer hi -
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