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as Pafforsare Direétly a@s of Government : but as e4d[fembled
Paftors,and alfo as to the Canons by which they bind each other,
they act but by confent or contra® in orderto concord and
communion, and not by a fuperiour Ruling power. So that Sy-
nods as Synods are Dire&ly only Gratii Unitatis ¢ Communio-
nis, and not Gratia Regiminis ; but Indirectly and by confequence
from the firft ufe, they are after a fort Regimental.

"To conclude this about the Nature of Church-Government,in
the two former fimilitudes it is foméwhat apparent : For Chrift
calls himfelf the Phyfitian that comes to heal difealed fouls 2
and his Church is alfo a School, and bis peopleareall Schollars:
or Difciples, and Minifters his Ufhersor under-Schoolmafters. -
Now the Phyfitian may prefcribe to his Patient the times, the
quantiries of raking Medicines, and what diet to ufe; and what
exercife in order to his health , andalfo Phyfitians may make
a Colledge, and frequently meet for mutval Edification, and
Agree what Patien:s to meddle with,and whatnot, and that
they will not receive thofe Patients that run from one to another
to their own hure, and that they will ufe none but fuch and fuch.
approved Medicamencs,with divers the like circumitances. But
yetno Phyfitian can eicher compell men to be their Patients ;.-
nor compell them (any otherwife then by perfwafion ) totake
their Medicines , when they are their Patients;#nor can they
corporally punifh them for any difobedience to their direi--
ons : But this theymay do: they may tell them-firft thac’
if they will not be ruled, they fhall be without the Phyfitrans
help, and then their defeafe will certainly kill them- or endanger .
them ; andif the Pstientcontinue fo difobedient as to fruftrate - %\

the means of cure, the Phy fitian may give him over, and be his
Phyfitian no more; and this is the Power of a Church Guvd_e =
and this is his way of punifhing: Only he may furcher acquaint
them with a Divine Commiffion, thena Phyfician can do to his -
Patient, (at leaft gradually ) and fo prefs obedience moreeffectu-
ally on their confciences. ' el

_So aSchoolmafter may make orders for theright circum{lan- -
tiating of matters in hisSchool ( fuppofing one Grammer en~’
Joyned by {uperiour Aurhority, ) and he may order- what Au~
thors (hall be read and at what hour¢,and how much ata time, -
and difpofe of the feats and orders %f his Schollars: But yer hi -
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( 3 + ) fe, he cannot
“hebe a Teacher of the Adult, according to our cafe,
?ce)rb;orally punifh thofe that either refufe to be his Scholiiarsi_; (;);
to learn of him or obey him ; bu the utmoft that he cag 0l e
put fome difgrace npon them while they abide in his Sc o{g o
at laft to fhuc themout., And then all the Schoolma: %{
the Countrey may well agree upon one Method of Teac m§é
and that they will not receive thofe withou fatisfa@ion into t?
School, who are for obftinacy and abufe caft out of anot er.
But fuch Agreements or Meetings to that end do not makfeehl;
ther one Pbyfitian or Schoolmafter to be the Governour o l[
relt, " orabove another | nor yet to have the charge of all the

Schollars or Patients of all the reft; fois it in the cafe of Ec-
~ clefiaftical Affembiies,

¢ allowed of,

And here I fuppofe none will expe& that 1 fhew them all thefe
forts diﬂin&ly exiftent ; itjs enough that I manifeft them to be
in themfelves truly different.

I- And firthe name | Bs/bop 1 may be given to one, that is
orly the Overfeer or Ryl of the People of one particalar Church,
‘and not of any Church-rulers th,

cmielves : That rulech the flock,
but not any-Shepherds,

2. Thofe alfo may be called Bi]bop;,who only are Foins- Rulers

with others of a particularv(,‘bnr,ch, and Prefident ; among the EL
ders of that ene Church for Unity and oy 4oy Jake , withont affu-
ming any Gevernment over thofe Elders.

3. Athird fort there are that are Prefidents in fuch an Elder-
Joip , andwithal d, take a Negari

that nothing allbe doge without them i fiich affairs.
4. A fourth fore are the fole Paftor, of f3

fole Ruler of that Church, and the Curates dq only ifad‘{f‘%df
otherwife officiace in obedience tohim : Which is the czi:-,m
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divers Miniftersof great Parifhes, that keep one Curate at their

Parith Church, and othersat their Chappels. Yet its-one thing-

to be the fole Ruler of the Pari(h, and another to Rule the reft of
the Elders. A '

5- A fifth fortof Bifhops are thofe that are the fixed Prefi-
dents of & Claffis of the Paftors of many particular () burches

- who hold the utle dsrante viti, or quim din bene Je geflerine,
though they areinufeonly while the Claffis fitceth, and bave
only a power of Moderdting and ordering things, as the fore-
manof a Jury, or a double or cafting voice, as the Bayliff in
Ele®ionsin moft Corporations, or asthe Prefident in fome Col-
ledges: butno Negarive woice, which maketh a Power equal
with all the reft. : 1

6. A fixch forc are the heads of fuch Clafses, having 2 Nega-
tive voice, [othat thereft can do nothing withont them..

7- Afeventh forc arethe Prefidents of Prowinces or Dioct [fes
Containing many Claffcs, which have only 3 Moderating Powrr bus
7o Negative voice, : _

8. An cighth fort are the Bifbops of particnlar Cities with all the
Raral parts thit are vear it, containing many Churches; who af*
Sume the Poyer of Governing that Diece/s to themfelves alone with-

out the Preshyters of the particnlar Churches, either not ufing -
them atailin matter of Government, or only confulting with -

them in Affemblies, bur giving them no de:ermining votes.

9- A ninthfortis a Diicefan Bifbopof [ucha City, who doth

70t take upon him the Rul: of the peopls of the Divcefs ( beyond
his own Congregation ) but only of the Paftors ; fuppofing that”
the feveral Paftors or Dresbyters have power to Rule the feveral °
CQUgrcga:ions, but withall that they them(elves are to b: ruled”

by him.

10. A tenth fort are fuch Bifbaps as affnme the Government of

thefe Diocefan Bifhops, which are commonly u_llc‘d e Archbifbops :
to which alfp we adjoyn Metropolitans, Primates, and Patri-

archs, who affume the Power of Governing all below them : as
under the fevench rank [ do alfo for brevity comprehend Metro-*

politans, Primates, and Patriarchs, who affume no Governing

Power over other Bithops, but only the primans fedem; 'and' the

moderating Power in Councils. i 54
11, The eleventh fore arcunfived general Paftors, called Am='

bulatery,’-
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Vlmlmory, or Itinerant, that have 4 care of all the C kurches, and
are no further tyedto any particalars, them asthe neceﬂ'ar} defett of

their natnral capacity ( feeing they camnot be in all places at
- once, ) or clfethe difpatch of that work which they there meet

with, beforethey go further, and fome fuch occafion dsth re-
g#ire : and being excluded outof no part of che Church, further
then by confent for the common goad, they fhall exclude them-
felves ; fuch, I mean, as the Apoltles were.

12. The twelfth and laft fort is she Judas that goes under the

- nameof St.Peters Succe[[ir, and Chrifts Vicar General, or the

Vice-Chrift, who tlaimeth 4 power sf Governing the whole nriver[al
Chsrch as its Hesd, lm'w'ng» Infallible power of desermixing Con-
2roverfies, and matters of Faith, and whofe Office muft enter the
definition of the Catholick Cbaurch, and thofe that feparate from

him are no Catholikes, o true Chriftians. This is he that beareth
the bag, and maketh the twelfth forr.

3 I Come nowin the third placeto teltyou, how many a'}d
which of thefe forts of EpifcopacyI think may be admit-

ted for the Peace of the Church: And,
I. Of the firft fort thereis no Controverfie among us : few
will deny the 7#s Divinum of Presbytere, ashaving the Rale of
the peeple of a particulay Charch, and the fole Rule, fup-

pofing that there is no other Paftor over that Church but
himtelf.

2. Of thefecond fort of Parifh Bithops ( who are meer Pre-
[idents over the whole Elderfhip of that particular Church, and
that continually, or fixedly. ) 1 think there is lictle queftion will
be made by any, but they alfo will eafily be admitted.

3. Thethird fort ( 4 Parochial Bifkop, having a Negative
voicein 4 Parifly Elderfbip ) 1{hould be content ro admic for
the Peace of the Church : but whether of it felf it be defirable, .I
do notdifpute : for if one Paftor evenin a Parith may have a Ne-
gative voice among two or three Curates, it will follow that the
thing it felf is not unlawful, wiz. for one Minifter to have a Ne-
gative voreamong many, and fo among an hundred, if there be
nothing elfe to forbid. )

4. Thefourthfort ( for brevity) Comprehendeth two (:;)rts;;

: 1. Swe
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Y. Sach Paftorsof a fingle Con%ragan’on, which havig diverfe
-« Curates under thems who arg Preshyters,do yer them[elves take sipon
them the [ole Goversment of the people and of their Curases. I
think this is intolerable, and indeed a Conrtradi®ion,or a Nullin
of the Presbytersoffice : for it is effential to the Presbyter of any
Church to be a Guide or Ruler of thac Church : to put them
out of all Rule therefore is to Null, or fufpend the exercife of
their office ; whichcannot ftatedly be done without deftroying
it. Butthen 2. if we fpeak of the fecond fort,thatis, /uch Paftors
of particulur ( burches, as have Cwrats who are Presbysers,” and
they govern their Curates, bat take the Carates as true’ Governors
of the flack, thefeasI darenot fimply defend, (forif it be law
ful for one Paftor to Rule twoor three in a Parith, then why not
twenty or an hundred, if nothing elfe forbid? ) foI confels I
fhould be ready to admit of them,if it might attain the Churches
peace:: for [fee many godly Divinesthat are againft Epifcopacy,
yet practice this ; and will have no Curatesin their Parifh, that
will mot be Ruled by them. And there is a certain Obedience
\ ich Juniors and men of weaker parts, do oweto their Seniors
~ and men of far'
fame. And the Nature of the Government being not Compul-
- fiveand Coercive, bat only upon the voluntary, whofe judge-
- ments approve and their wills confent, its confiderable how far
€vena Ruler of others may voluntarily confent and fo oblige
- - bimfelf to be Ruled by another, that could not have any power
- to Rulehim, without that confent of his own, and voluntary
- Condefcenfion. : 3 x
5. Asfor the fifth fore, that is, [ The ffanding Prefident of
e aClaffis, baving ne Negative voice ) 1 {hould eafily confent to
@ themfor order and Peace : for they are no diftin&@ Office, nor
affume any Government over the Presbyters. And the Presby-
- terian Churches do commonly ufe 8 Prefident or Moderator pro
- rempore. And doubtlefsif itbe lawful for a Month, it'may be
 lawfulfora year, o tWenty years, Or guam din [ benegeflerit :
and how many years had we one Moderator of our A{fembl;gs
- of Divines at Wefminfer > and might have had him fo- many
yearsmore if death had not cut him off ? And ufually God doth
not {o change his gifts, but that the fameman who is the fitteft
 this month or year, is moft likely alfo to be the fitted tb; _nﬁ:&
‘ D ;

greater ‘knowledge, though the Office be the
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_ . Andfor the ixch fort, viz. [ A Prefident of & Clafsts bis-
zinc g Negative voise, ] Iconfei I had rather be without him,
& . AL - T - . ‘
and bis power 2£ ST Lgiicame to my Judgement, as a thing in-
fticated by God, or ficteft inic felf, Bue yer I fhould give way to
it for the Peace of the Church, andif ic might heal that great
breach thatis betwesn us, and the Epifcopal Brethren, and'the
many Churches thac hold of that way ; buc with thefe Cautions:
and Limitations, - 1. That they fhall have no Negative inany
thing that is already a duty or a fin : for an Angel from heaven:
cannot difpenfe with Gods Law. ThisI doubt not will be yield-
ed.. 2. That none be forced to acknewledge this Negative VOte:
inthem, but that they take it from thofe of the Presbyters that
will freely give or acknowledgeit. For itsa: known thing that
all Church-power doth work only on the Confcience, and there-
fore. only prevail by procuring Confent, and cannot comPC!""
3. Nor would L ever yield that any par: of the Presbyrers dif-
fenting {houlfi be taken as Schifmaticks, and caft out of Commu--
nion,or that it fhould be made the matter of fuch a breach. This-
i it that hath broken the Church, that Bifhops have thraft their-
Ruleon men whether they would or not, and have taken their
Negative voice at leaft, if not their- fole ].m'isdi&ion,wb‘fo
neceflary, asif there conld be no Church without it, or no man:
wereto be endured that did not acknowledge it ; but he that de-
myeth their difputable Power muft be excommunicated With-
~them that blafpheme God himfelf, . And as the Pope will have:
the acknowledgement of his Power to be infeparable. from 2
member of the Catholike Church; and caft out all that deny 1t
fo fuch Bifhops take the acknowledgement of their Jurisdicion
obeasinfeparable from a member of a particular Chureh, and
Gonf.tg‘gcmly ( as they fuppofe ) of the univerfal : and foto
deny chem thall cut men off; asif they denyed Chrift. This f&-
voureth not of the humility thac Chrift taught bis followers-
4. Nor would I have any forced to declare whether they only'
fubmit for Peace, or confent in apptobation : nor whetber they
take the Bifhops Negative vote to be by Divine Infticution, and
fo Neceffary,or by the Presbyters voluntary confent & contrad,
as baving power infeveral cafes to-fufpend the exercife of their
own juftauthority, when the fufpenfion of ic tendeth to a-pub-
like Goed. No duty is at all times a duty. If aman hssw»lé:ig:& |
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 ‘daimed by a Presbytery, it isnota'flat-duty ¢o doieat that time

why may not the refbof the Presbyrersithen; if they fec it cone
ducible to the good of the Church [ refolve never 1o ordain

there, andisone therein, ] which isindeed to permist his exer-
-cifeof aNegative vote, without profefling icto be his »ighs by
any Inftitution?. It is lawful to ordain; when the Prefident is
prefent ; it is lawful ( ont of cafes of Necefsity } to forbear
when he s abfent : according therefore to the Presbyterian prin-
‘ciples, we mayrefolve to give him de facto a Negative voice, that
is, not to ordain without him, butin Necefsity : and according
%, tothe Epifcopal principles, we mafthus do : for this ' point of
# Ordination is the chief thingthey ftand on,  Now'if this be all
the difference, why fhould not our ey be, yield to their, 2uf
be,if the Peace of the Church be found to lye mpon it. But 5. I
would have this Caution too, that the Magiftrate fhould not
~apnex his fword to the Bifhops cenfure, without very clear rea-
fon: buc lec him make the beft of his pure fpiritual Authority
that he can : we fhould have kept peace with: Bithops better, if
they had not come armed, and if the Magiftrates had not become
their Executioners. 012 R
- . 7. Astothe feventh fort, viz. [ .4 Prefident of a Province
fixed, without any Negative voice] 1thould eafily admit of him,
noc only for Peace, buc as:orderly and convenient; thatthere
might be fome one to give notice of all Affemblies; and the De-
crees to each member, and for many other-matecers of order:
this is pradifed in the Province of Londsx pro tempore, andin the
other Presbyterian Churches. And as I {aid before in ‘thelike
cafe, Ifee not why it may-not belawful: to have a ‘Prefident
94m diu [¢ bene gefferit, as well for a moneth;or ayear jor feven
years, asin our Jate Affembly two fuccefsively were ‘more, (a8
1 remember ). {o that this kind of Diocefan or ‘Provincial' Bi=
1hop, I think may well be yielded to for theChurches Order
apd;PéﬂGe? Lh B A0 OO > ok s 3 b p“ ﬂw’”
8. As to the eighthfortof Bifhiops, viz. [ The' ek
afumeth the [ole Governpsens of 3"“:]’?“7«:7’5 ﬂﬂffk@j" ht’if ref-
byters and-Peopli asten) or twelve, or twenty or more, as'they
ufed.to do, evena whole Diocefs, I take themto be "‘t"l&‘ﬂ%
D2

when. the Prefident is abfent, except in cafe of fAat neceflicy ;0

(exceptin cafeof {uch Neceffiry, ) but when the Prefident is
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- would fubmit thereto,and five peaceably n
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aad defiructive tothe Peace and-happinefs of the Church, and:

therefore not to be admitted under pretence of Order or Peace,

if. we can hinder them. = But of thefe we muft f; peak more when
we come to the main Queltion. :

9. As for the ninth fort of Bifhops, viz. [ 4" Discefun Ruling -

allthe Presh

and confequently taking to himfelfthe fole or chief Power of Or-
dination, but leaving Cenfaresand 'Abfolucion to: them, except
in cafe of Appealto himfelf ; I muft needs fay that this  fort of
Epifcopacy is.very ancient » and hath been for many ages of ve-

Ty common reception, ‘through a great part of the Church;

but Imutt alfo fay that
fuch a Bifhop taken for
thae we fhall mention in

I canfee as yet no Divine inftitution of
a fixed limited officer, and not the famel
the eleventh place. But how far mens vo-

ntary fubmiffion to fuch, and confent to be ruled by them, .

may authorize them,
will fay , that though 1
Epifcopacy,yet I think

eighch fore,which takech the whole. Government of the people
fr?m the Presbytersto themfelves; AndifI lived ina place g”'hm
this Government were eftablifhed, and managed for God, I

; - nder it and do nothing-
to the difturbance, difgrace or difcouragement of ir. My reafons
Henot fay to produce, B A

-X0Q.. As for the tenth fort of Bi ; S Me-
srapolitans, Primates and Paty; Bifhops, viz. Archbifhops,

tion of Synods, bur alfo esther the the Cler=
£, and ,Zheéf G owrngmt of atllln kg P
33 all, 1 am much morein judgement againft them,then the for-
mer,and fo much the more againft them,by how much the larger
their JurifdiQion is, for reafons which I fhall gnon have occafion
to produce,. . a7t F 4ip

I.have no mind to difpute. Only this I
allow notin my judgement this fort of

11, As for the eleventh fort of Bifhops,thatis{ fiuch as fucceed -

she. Apoftlesinthe office of
limited wsiver[al Officers)
ther any fuch {hould be?For though it be certain that fuch were,
Yet we ace.in donbt whether they have any fucceffors: For my

Preaching and Governing, to wit a5 e

Own pare] confefs my felf fatisfied in this, thag the Apofties bave -
Sucseifoes, though, not intheir extraordinary Immediste mn:z- ;

yiers, bat leaving the Preshyters to Rule the People 1

it incomparably more.tolereablethan the-

arshs, baving not only the moders-

the people, or. & Negative voice -

it isa great doubt among many whe- -
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ner of Miffion, nor in their extraordinary Gifcs of the Spirit, yet -

in all that part of their office which is of ftanding Neceffity to

the Church : AndIam fatisfied that their general Miniftry, or
ambulatory preaching as unfixed officers, and their Govern-

ment oftbe Church by Office (fuchas they did then ufe ) are

of tanding Neceffity to the Church : And therefore thatas fuch: Apoftoli vere
unfixed general Officers the A poftles dr jure have Succeffors.And eram Presbyte- |

thisI have f 1 1 lit. Eccle- 15 @4 ia
A oty i L T e s D ) i

? ; s : —= Nulls
Argumens 1. Chrift promifed when he inftituted this General zzes foco
Office to be with them to the end of the world : therefore it was afcvipta corum
bis will that it fhould continue to the end of the world, ( Azas, f¥sctio- Evan-
8 - o f b gelifte quog,
25 20,21. ) It was toa Miniftry that were fent to preach 1he Presbyteri
Gofpelto every (Creatnre or to all the world,and to Difci ple Nations, erant, fed nulli . |

that this promife was exprefly made ; therefore fucha Minifkry /oco alligati.
1sto be continued. v Sic & multo

Argum. 2. The fame work and Neceffity flill continueth: ﬁﬁ;ﬁ%f”
Fot, 1.There are ftill moft of the Nations on earth unconverted. Epiftopo Pan= -
2. TheConverted and Congregated to be Confirmed and Go- s, ab
verned, therefore the Office continueth. ~ Athanafio Eth. -

Argam. 3. We can fetch no Argument from the Apoftles Ex- 7% ",;‘i}'ffg e
ample or from any Preceptor Promifeto them , to prove the k. elium -
fucceffion of fixed Paftors,: which is Rronger then this by which per Indiam-
We prove the fucceffion of General unfixed Officers : there. predicarents -
fore cither we muft yield to this, or by thefame reafons as we- g,f;’; %‘f’,-ew', -
deny it, we muflt deny the Miniftry too : Which is not to be- demyus; 4, |

: donc. 2 . utinam . dilr= -

Argum. 4. The Apofties had'many Affociates inthis Gtgcrgl ggfrf::: 5
ce in their own times : Therefore it was not proper to them, &2
oor o ceafe with them. Barnabas, Sylas, Timothy, Titns, Apolloy 1io. p. 275. i
with multitudes more in thofe times, were unfixed Generaiﬂofj: ?::f: e o
¢rs, that went upand down to convert the world, and flai Calced. 6.

onlyto order and confirm the new gathered Churches, and ‘:;2 againft er- \
anc g

went further;  fometimes Teturning to review, preferve, 06 djining Pres-..
chngthen their converes. ‘ byters fine ti-

/ : C ohe faiches |
Argum. 5. Ifwe can prove that fuch unfixed General officers E”‘lé,?;ma;;”-,., 1

&8¢ noras Dalfamon, 1pfe Canonindicio et liter fievs-folitwm : Etiam poft Caloed. Syvad. Fuflix -
3?;.7"‘ Periodeasirim meminit quernm &ﬂ in,l.ao]?icm‘i alisf; veseribus Synodis ¢ wensia.s.
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-Church-Governmen

tinue ever afcer, This fe : But
bility, that it is not to be done without very clear proof.

-and extraordinary meafure of the

ceafed: Bu ; .
ing or Governing the Church, which is of ftanding vfe.

‘Preachers a

-confefs my felf not fully facisfi
‘was that the Apoftles had over

(22)

~were by Chrift fettled in his Church, andthat by fu«;t:! ffehi:
+ Churches were in any fort then to be governed, thea O:jlf ﬁder e
.good, till the repeal or revocation of this office and orde

: jon prove
proved. Letthem therefore that affirm fucha revpeacn?ln tp(r) e
it ¢ for till then, we have proved enough, in proving that

. . > I
it was inftituted.. But they cannot prove that revocation,

. g . . . . t
think, nor yetany Ceffation, or that the inftitution was bu

“pro tempore.

Argum.6. It is not a tolerable thing to charge God with fuch

-a fudden Mutation of hisLaw or Order of Church Government

without very certain proof.If we find Chrift fetling oné¢ way fof
t, inhisown time, and prefently after, ‘;’
the ficktage, itis a moft improbable thing that he fhould ta E
that down again and fet up another kind of Government to con
ems to charge Chrift with fo great muta-

fuch proef isnot produced.

I know it is eafily proved that the immediate- Miffion,

Spirit , for Ml(acles,
, Infallible delivery of the do@rine. of Chrift a;:
t this is nothing to the general office of Preac

tnogues

So thatI am fatisfied of this, that the Apoftles as General

I mu
8d Governours have fucceffors. But then.Im

the Paftors of the C!lurcb. ﬂlc
find that when Sarevia, and after him, the Difpucants in thel

of wight, doinfifton this Argument from the way of Church

-Government by the A potftles that their Antagonifts do prefenﬂ%
grant the Minor. ‘[ rhat The Governmens of the Church. #t fir

was by men anthorized to Rals the Presbyters and their Chwrehes: ]

but they deny the Major, chat L the Gevernment _wln'ob ;mxh;:‘
snthe Church bould consinme till now, ] becaufe itwas by 'n%! -
ftles, whofe Office they think ceafeth. Wheress I muft co

Jam unavoidably forced to yield the Major, that we muft have

‘thefame kind of Government-that was at firft inﬂizuted,““kfs

. f part1-
we bad better proof of a change: For the ftablithment 0
cular Churches and Presbyters was no change ofthe Apofties

! : : ters
power, feeu_)g thcy_ gave not away their power to the Ptc:sbymr
=

ied, what Governing Power 1t
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nor ceafed to have the fame Apoftofical power which they had
before. Only the Apoftles extraordinary Mifsion, Giftsand Pri-
viledges, Iconfefs are ceafed. But then I conceive that the
Minor which is fo eafily granted, viz. [ that the Apoftles had the
Guvernment of the particular Preshyters ] will hold more difpute,
at leaft as to the nature and degree of their power : and were I
as fully fatisfied about the Minor asI am of the Major, I muft
by this one Argument be forced to be for the Fus Divinum of 1
Epifcopacy. What at prefent {cems truth to me, I fhall lay down .
in thefe Propofitions. :
Prep. 1. Itiscertain thatthe Apofties were general unfixed

Officers of Chrift, having the eare of the whole world com-
mitted to them within the reach of their natural Capacity : and -
that their bufinefs was to take that courfe in the particular ma-
nagement of their work, asis moft conducible to the propaga-
tion of the faith through the whole weorld : and that in all places - ‘
where they came, they had the fame power over the Churches ]
gathered, as the fixed Paftors of thofe Churcheshave. This much -
is paft doubr. : g :
- Prop. 2. Itisas certain thatcommon prudence required them :
‘to make a convenient diftribution of the work, and not go all
one way, and leave other placesthat while without the Gofpel. .
But fome to go one way, and fome another, as moft conduced to"
the converfion of all the world. ARG S

" Prop. 3. Itis certain that the Apoftles were not armed with ;
the fword,nor had a compulfive coercive power by fecular force; \\
but that their Government was only forcible on the Conlcience, |

and therefore only on the Confcientious, {o far as they were

fuch ; unlefs as we may call mens a&ual exclufion by fh‘iCh““h{__ 1

_and their defertion and mifery the effe of Government. |
" Prop. 4. It is molt certainthat they who had the extraordi- |
nary priviledge of being eye-witneffes of Chrifts Miracles and |

Life, and ear-witneffes of his Doctrine, and had the extraordi- e

nary power of working Miracles for 3 Confirmation of their 5 LR“;JM

Dodrine, muft needs have greater * Aurhority in mens Confei= 4nd of meer

ences then other men, upon that very account, if there were 00 Incereft upots:

other. Sothat even'their Gifts and Priviledges may be (and C°“f°“‘e."§ o |

doubrlefs were ) one groundat leaft of that higher degree: of ;velr‘“br‘ig‘;‘f_ » 4

Authority, whichthey had above others.. For in fuch a Rat;g;—l ersalfo, . .
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- mal perfwafive Authority which worketh oniy onthe Confcience,

the cafe is much different from the fecular power of Magiftrates,
‘Forin the former, even Gifts may bea ground of a greater mea-
fure of Power, in binding mens minds, . And here is the greateft
~part of che difficuley thar rifech inour way, to hinder us from
improving the example of the Apoftles, inthatit is fo hard to
difcern how much of their Power over agher Presbyters or Bi-

fhops was from their fupercminency of Office and Imperial Au-
thority, and how much was meerly from the excellency of their
Giftsand Priviledge '

s,
Prop. 5. Itscerrain that the Magiftrates did not then fecond

‘the Apoftlesin the Government of the Church, but rather hin-
der them by perfecution. The €Xcommunicate were not punifhed
therefore by the fecular

kind of force.

I.’rop. 6. Yet had the‘Apoﬁles 2 power -of Miraculous Cafti-
8atton of the very bodies of the'Offenders, at leaft fometimes :
which Peter exercifed 3

‘thofe other that were faid to be delivered up to Satan : certainly
hadix readinefs 3,

oo Lhag revenge all J; 1 Cor. 10.6.
which its like extendeth fomewﬁat fl‘ar‘tdl:{i'b:l{a? z:]m:er c(:nfurcs .
Butits moft certain that the Apoftle ufed not this power of hurt-
ing mens bodies ordinarily by fparingly as they did other
Miracles ; perhaps not according to their own wills, but the Ho-
ly Ghofts. So that this did not corrupt their: Government nei-
ther, and deftroy the Spirituality of it. ~ Yet this makes it fome-
what more difficalt g gs toimprove the Apoftles example, be-
caufe we know not how much of their power upon mens Confci-
ences might be from fuch penal Miracles,

Prop. 7. The Apoftles had Power to Ordain and fend others
to the work of the Miniftry.  Bue this only by the confent of
the ordained, and of the people: (‘before they could be compleat
fixed Paftors ) for they forced not any to 80, or any people to

cntertain them, And it feemeth they did not Ordain fingly, but
many

‘gmm~ P
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many together, Afts14.23. * Timorkyhad bis Gift 6y the lay- * If onewere
ing caof Pauls hands and of the bands of the Presbyterse, 1 Tim. ‘é"; r:‘ﬁlf;"a‘t"i
4.14.and 2 Tim.1.6. 290 P 3 i
Prop. 8. Ttfeems that each Apoltle did exercife a Govern- Holy Ghot,
ment over the Churches which were once planted : but this was and the other
principally in order to well fetling and confirming them. ' gg O#“l‘f;“
Prop. 9. No one Apoftle did appropriate a Diocefs to himfelf, 7130 "" -
and fay, Here Lam fole Governor,or- am chicf Gowvernor ; Bot to think,
did they or could they forbid any others to Govern in their
Diocefs : though, as is faid, they did agree to diftribute their
work to the publike advantage, and not to be allin one place at
once : but yet fucceflively they might.
Prop. 10. Nayits certain that they were fo far frem being
the fole Bifhops of fuch or fuch a Diocefs, that they had ufually
fome more unfixed general Officers with them., Pas/ and Bar-
#abas went together at firft : and after the Divifion, Barnabas
and Mark, Pauland Silas, and fometimes 7" imothy, and fome=
time Epaphroditus, and fometime others went together after-
ward. And others as well as fames were ufually at Fern/fulem :
and all thefe had a general power wherethey came. And it
cannot be proved that fames was Ruler of Peter, Pan! and the
reft when they were at fersfulems, nor that he had any higher

| powerthen they.

Prop. 11. Yet it feems that the feveral Apoftles did moft look
after thofe fame Churches which themfelves had been the inftru-
ments of gathering, and that fome addition of refpe® was due
to thofe that had been fpiritual Fathersto them, above the reft,
1 Cor.4.15. : ”

Prop, 15 2. Tt was therefore by the General Commiffion of
Apoftlethip that they Governed particular Churches pro rempore
while they were among or neer them, and not by any Jpecial
Commifsion or Office of being the Diocefan or Metropolitane

thisor that place. 1. It was below them, and a diminution
of their honor to be fo affixed, and take the charge of any pars
ticular Churches. . We find not that ever they did it. 3 1If
they had, then alf the diforders and ungovernednefs of thofe
Churches would beimputable to them, and therefore they muft
be ill with them as figed Bifhops are, feeing they canrot go-
vern them at fuch a diftance as makes them uncapable, 4. V\If,hteﬂ i
; < = E eter.
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Peter deew Barnabas and many more to difsimulation, and al-
moft to betray the liberties of the Gentiles, Panl doth not fay,
This is my Diocefs, and I muft be the Ruler here: nor doth Perer
plead this againft him, when Pau/and Barnabas fell ou!,Wh“h?E
Mark fhould be taken with them or not ; ncither of them dlI
plead a Ruling Authority, nor fay, This is my Diocefs, or
am the [uperior Ruler, but they produced their reafons, an
when they could not agree coneerning the validity of eachothers
reafons, they feparated and took thejr feveral companions and
waies.

Prop 13. It was not only the Apoftles, but multitudes more
that were fuch general unfixed Minifters : as the feventy, Bar-
nabas, Silas, Epaphroditus. Timothy and many others. An
all thefe alfo had a Power of Preaching and Ruling where they
came.

Prop. 14. None of thefe General Officers did take away
the Government from the

thirteen men.

. The Apofties therefore did admonith Paftors to do their du-
ties, and when themfelves were prefent bad power to do the
like, andto cenfure Paftors or people thar offended : but they
did not take on them the fyl] Government of any Church, nor
keep a Negative vote in the Government.

Prop. 15, It feems utterly untrue that Chrift did deliver the
Keyes only to the twelve Apoftles as fuch, and fo only to their
Succeflors, and not the feventy Difciples or any Presbyters. For
1. The feventy alfo were General unfixed Officers, and oot
like fixed Presbyters or Bifhops : and therefore having a larger
Commiflion muft have equal power., 2. The Apoftles wer®
not fingle Bifhops as now they are differenced from others: but
they were fuch as had more extenfive Commilsions, then thofe
now called Arch-Bifhops or Patriarchs. If therefore the Keyes
were given them as Apoftles, or General Officers, then they

Were never given to Bifhops. For Bifhops as fixed B imo?;hcg |

pes
P 4
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this or that Diocefs are not Sueccflors of the Apoftles, who
were Genetal unfixed Officers. 3. It is granted commonly by
Papifts and Proteftants, that Presbyters bave the power of the
Keyes, though many of them think that they are limited to ex-
ercife them under the Bithops, and by their Dire&tionand Con-
fent, (of which many School-men have wroteat large ) 4. The
Key of Excommunication is but a Minifterial Authoritative
Declaration, that fuch or fuch a known Offendor is to be avoid-

ed, -and to charge the Church te avoid Communion with him, - :

and him to avo:d or keep away from the Priviledges of the
Church; and this a meer Presbyter may do : he may authorita-
tively Declare fuch a man to be one that is to be avoided , and
charge the Church and him to do accordingly. The like I may
fay of Ablolution: if they belongro every authorized Paftor,
Preacher and Church guide, asfuch, thennotto a Bifhop only,
but to a Presbyter alfo. And that thefe Keyes belong to more
then the Apoftles and their SuccefTors, is plain, in that thefeare
infufficient Naturally to ufe them to their Ends. An Apoftle
10 eAntioch cannot look to the cenfuring of all perfons that are
to be Cenfured at Athens, Paris, London &c. fo that the moft
of the work would be totally negle&ed, if only they and their
fuppofed Succeffors had the doing of ir. I conclude therefore
that the Keyes belong not only to Apoftles and their Succeffors
inthat General Office, no nor only to Diocefan Bifhops : for
then Presbyters could notfo much as exercife them with the Bi-
fhopsin Confiftory, which themfelves of late allow.

Prop. 16. The Apoftles were fallible in many matters of fadt,
and confequently in the Decifions that depended thereupon; as
alfoin the Prudential determination of the time and feafon and
‘other Cirumftances of known duties. - And thence it was that
Panland Barnabas fo difagreed even toa parting, where one of
them was certainly in the wrong. And hence Peter withdrew
from the uncircumcifion, and mifled Barnsbas and others into
the famediffimulation fo far that he was to be blamed and  with-
ftood, Gal.2.

- Prop. 17..In fuch Cafes of mifleading, an“t.\P'OmF was not.

%0 be follownd : no more is any Church-Governor now : but it
1slawfu] and needful to diffent and  withftand them to the face,
and to blame them when they are to be blamed, for the Churches

- ; \ E 2 fafety,

— i
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fafety, as Panldidby Peter, Galatians 2. 1.

Prop. 18. InthisCafethe Apofties that by Office were Qf
equal Authority, yet were unequal when the Reafons and Evi-
dence of Gods mind which they produced was unequal : fo that
a Presbyter or Bifhop that produceth better Reafons, is to be
obeyed before another that produceth [efs Reafon, or that Er-
reth.  .And the Bifhop of another Church that produceth bet-
ter Evidence of Godsmind, isto be obeyed before the proper
Bifhop of that fame Church that produceth weaker and worfe -
Evidence. Yea a private man thae produceth Gods Word is
to be obeyed before Bifhopsand Councilsthat go againft it, of
withoutit ( in that cafe, where the word bindeth us : ) fothat,
in all cafes where Scripture is to determine, he that bringeth the
beft Seripture proof, is the chief Ruler, that is, ought chiefly
to prevail. Though in the determination of meer Circumftan-
ces of duty, which Scripture determineth not, but hath left to
Church-Guides to determine prorewati, it may be otherwife, fo
that the Apofties power in determining matters of faith, was not
as Church Governors, butas men that could produce the furelt
Evidence. : P

Prop. 19. Itisnoteafie to manifeft, whether every Presby-
ter iu prima inffantia be notan Officer to the Church Univerfa,’
before he be affixed toa particular Church ; and whether he m3y
not g0 up and down over the world to exercife that office,
where ever hehath admittance.  And if fo , what then could
an_Apoftle have done by vertue of his meer office, wichout
the advantage of his extraordinary abilities, and priviledges,
which the Presbyter may not. do May an Apoftle charge the
people where he comes to avoid this or that feduceror heretick ?
fo mayany Preacher that fhall come among them, and that by
authority. * Mayan Apoftle Excommunicate the very Paftor of -
the place, and deprive him? whywhatis that but to perfwade -
the people, and Authoritatively require them, to avoid a0
withdraw from fuch a Paftor, if the Caufe be manifeft? And fo
may any Paftor or Preacher that comes among them. For i

3 ( as C‘]Pﬁﬁn faith ) it chiefl v belong tothe Pcople even of them- -

felves to reje& and withdraw from fucha Paftor, thena Preach--
ermay by Authority perfwade and require them to. do their
owndaty. YetI fhall acknpwlcdge?. that though both m?Y‘ gg
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the fame duty, and both by Authority, yet poffibly not both
by equal Authority, butan Apoftle Majore anthoritate, and fo
may lay a ftronger obligation on mento the fame duty ; bur the
reft I determine not, but leave to enquiry.. -

Prop. 20. Inmaking Laws of Canons to bind the Church
which are now laid down in Scripture, the Apoftles acted as
Apo&les, that is, as men extraordinarily Commiffioned, illu-
minated and enabled infallibly to deliver Godswill tothe world. -
And therefore herein they have no Succeffors. .~ - & o

[n Conclufion therefore fecing that matters of meer Order and -
Decency depending on Circum{tances fometime rationally mura-
ble, fometime yeacly, daily, hourly mutable, are not to be deter-
mined Univerfally alike to all the Church,nor to allaNation,nor
by thofe thatareat too great a diftance but by the prefent Paftor,
who is to manage the work, and being intrufted therewith, is
the fitteft Judge of fuch variable Circumfances : and feeing for
ftanding Ordinances that equally belong to all ages and places,
Godsword is perfe& and. fufficient without the Bifhops Ca-:
nons ; and feeing that Scripture is a. petfedt Law of God, and
Rule of Chriftian faith; and fecing that in. the expounding of
the Scripture, they that bring the beflt Evidence will beget the -
moft Knowledge, and they that produce the cleareft Divine -
Teftimony, will beget moft effe@ually a Divine belicf, and
thofe thac are known to be of far greateft abilities in leaminﬁ, {
experience and grace, and confent with the moft of the Church,
will procure more effc@ually an humane belief, thena weak uo-
learned unexperienced Ppaftor of our OWR 3 therefore the Jurif- -
di&ion of fupereminent Bifhops, Metropolitans, Primates and
Patriarchs, will appear to be reduced int0 {0 narrow aroom,and
written in fo fiall a chara&er , that he hath need of very
quick fight that can read it , ‘and humble men may be eafily
drawn to think, thatthe Unity, Happinefs, and Safety of the -
Church lyethnotinit, and that if it had been only for Chrift -
and not their own Greatnefs, there had not been fuch Con- -
tention and Divifion made about it in the Church , as - chere:
bath been, D) e piovd Jedp i oY LS




fent and their own.

“Theredeferibe’: - No: the

theéy had feveralSuperintendents, all whic
Doctrine and Difcipline of the Kirk of Scotland ( prisred ot
long agoe again, )>7iAnd the;iltinerant. Comm:flioners in

- forming,dothfhew thag their. Judge
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O draw fome of this which 1 have faid intoa narrower
T room , T thall briefly tejl you what I could heartily wifh
boch Magiftrates and Minifters would {peedily accomplifh for the
order and Peace of the Church in thefe marters,

*- 1could with that they would choofe ont the ablelt Godly

, they divide their Prdyinces, it will be but
meet, “Thefe I would have to go'up and down, to che feveral
Parithes intheir Provinces, and to have no particular Parifhes of

their OWn | nor'to take the fixed Paftors power from them,but
mfelves well excrcijed : And I

to take care thatitbe by che

terms, and fo need not to fear ¢}

thar neither Presbyterians mior all-the Independents will be
againft fuch Genera| Officers. (¢ SuccefTurs of the old ones ) as

g O=the Presbyteriaus : for in Scotland they
appointedand ufed firch iy e beginning, of their. Reformation
when'they made V‘ﬁmri)ofthc particular Churches, and affign-
ed to each their limited Protinces, and fo they were Comumififo-
ners, to caft out Minifters, puc jn others, and plant Kirks, and
histo be fecn in the

wales that were fet there to o about preaching and Re-

ments were not againft the ,

Power. #1 B 1 | |
2. I could with chat every Darifh Church may have one El-
decthip ( where they may be bad ) or fowe Elders and

g:ilcons » With one Confiant Fixed s Perfe@ for Order and
nity. )



http://vvith
http://net

( 31 ) - sy Effentiale fuit.
3.1 could wfh that Ordination and Conftitutions for Unity quiod exDei or—
- and Communion may be done only inSynods, lefs or greater : 4 atione pe-
- and that of many Presbyteries there may confift & Claffis, s pesua; necefe
commonly called, and of many of thofe a Province: And thac fil> ot & eriz
the Claffical mecting may be frequent, and that fome one, the (s i
fictelt man, may be ftanding: Prefident of that. Cla/fis during jy.; digai-
life, except be deferveremoval. - - ; - Late primus
4. I could wifh alfo that the Provincial Affembly ( to be held {'5"‘;”‘ guhei=
oncea quarter or halfyear in each County ) may have the moft *“ Pmﬁé’
able, difcreet, godly Minifter chofen to be the ftanding Prefident ipﬁn i
allo during life,unlefs he deferve removal. attiibutum eft
So that here are four feveral forts of Bifhops that for Peace juie. Beza
and Order I could confent to: towit, 1. A General unfixed 4¢ Minift.
Superintendent. 2. A fixed Parochial Bithop Prefident of thac gvu:g- ads
particular Presbytery. = 3. A Claffical Bithop, Prefident of thac “'F**%*
Claffis. 4. A Provincial Bithop,Prefident of the Provincial Af~
fembly. But there is no neceffity of thefe.. ;
. 5. Ofthe degree of their Power I faid enonghbefore,  Iris
intolerable they {thould havea Negative vote in Excommunicati-
ons and Abfolutions and fuch Government of the people’ (ex-
cept the Parochial Bifhop ) fave only in cafe of appels,and there
I leave it to each mans confideration, though I had rather they
had none : But whether they fhould be admitced a Negative in
Ruling the Paftors, I determine not.  Only in cafe of Ordinati-
on, I would baveall refolve to do nothing ( exceptinacale of
Neceflity ) but when the Prefident is One: 2nd ftop there; which
will permic him de faéto the ufe of his Negative, and:yettrouble
no mans confcience to acknowledge de jure that it Muft {o:be;
for to that none fhould be forced. e T
This much [ could willingly yield to for reconciliation and
unity : And [ donbt not but I fhallbe fufficiently reproached:

Y fome for yiclding fo far, and by others for yielding: @o-
further,

AN D now a [aft after thefe (. not needlefs). preparations,
A I cometo the main Queftion it felf, wwhether zfxéeN ectf-
Jary ox Profitable for the right Order or Peace of the € h””f‘h’ e
weffore the extruded Epifcopacy ¢ And this Tdeny and hawmg;ﬁag

L-_M_,_w/‘ B
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.. fomuchalready for explication,fhall prefently give you the Rea-

will be contained.

Argument'1. Thas fore of Prelacy or other Gevernment wl_ﬂfﬁ :
deftroyeth the End of Government, and is certainly inconﬁﬂfﬂf W’Z
the Neceflary Government dnd difcipline: to be <exercifed in- tre

\Charches, is not tobereflored, under pretence of the Churches
* Orderor Peace (nor ¢anbe confiftent with its right Order "m,d
- Peace. ) Baut fuchisthe Epifecopacy which was of late exercifed in
England; and is now l1id by. Therefore, ¢ic. : ;
The Major needs no proof ; for few Chriftians I think, will
deny it. If Epifcopacy as lacely here exercifed, be the certain ex-
. ¢inder of Government i felf and Chrifts difeipline,white it only
retains the empry name, 'then doubtlefs it-is not to be reftored.
~ The Minor I prove this. . [f there be a very Natural Impoffi-
bility that the late Englith Epifcopacy though in the handsof
the belt men in the world , fhould Govern the church_cs
as Chrift hath a ppointed , and as they fhould and may otherwife
be Governed-, then the forefaid inconﬁﬁency and deftru&ive-
ncfs is apparent. ‘Bucthat thereis fuch a Natural Tmpoffibility
for the late Englifh Epifcopacy to Govern the Church , thusl

fha-ll prove. 1. Byfhewing you what is undoubtedly necefla-
ry in Chrifts Government ; 2. And then what was the late Eng-
lith Epifcopacy ,

and then 3. The Impoffibility will appear of it
felf when both thefe are opened and compared together without
any more ado. - ‘

1. And 1.1t is paft controver
vernours fhould watch over eg

and inftru& thei

fons of my denyat «in which rhe reft of the neceflary explication

fie amohg us, that Church Go-
ch particular foul in their flock,

guorant, admonifh the faln, convince gainfay-
ers,counterwork feducers among them  feek to reclaim the wan

dring firengthen the weak, comfort thediftreffed openly tcb“.ke
the open obftinate offendors,and if they repent not, to require
the Church to avoid their Communion, and to take cognifcance
of their caufe before theyarecut off: asalfoto Abfolve the pe-
nitent, yea to vifit the fick(who are to fend for the Elders ofthe
Lhurch: ) and to pray with and for them, ¢5c. yeaand t0 8‘;.
before them in the worfhip of God, Thefe are the a'&i °h
hurch Government that Chrift hath appointed , and whic q
each faithful Shepherd muft ufe, and not _Iixc:ommunic:anon(,):;:E :
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