
as Pafiors^re Diretlly ads of Government: but as tslffembhd 
Pafiors,znd alfo as to the Canons by which they bind each other, 
they act but by confent or contrad in order to concord and 
communion, and not by a fuperiour Ruling power. So that Sy­
nods as Synods are Dire&Iy only Gratia Vnitatis & Cvmmvnio-
nij} and not Gratia Regiminis but Indireftly and by confluence 
from thefirft ufc, they art after a fort Regimental. 

To conclude this about the^Nature of Church- Government,^ 
the two former fimilitudes it'isfom^what apparent = For Chrift 
calls himfelf the Phyfitian that comes to heal difeafed fouls: 
and his Church is alfo a School, and his people are all Schollars 
or Difciples, and Minifters his Ufhersor under-Sehoolmafters.. 
Now the Phyfitian may prefcribc to his Patient the times, the 
quantities of taking Medicines, and what diet to ufe, and whae 
exercife in order to his health • and alfo Phylkians may make 
a Celiedge, and frequently meet for mutual Edification, and 
Agree what Patiencs to meddle with,and what not , and that 
they will not receive thofe Patients that run from one to another 
to their own hurt, and that they will ufe none but fuch and fuch 
approved Medicamencs}wifb divers the like circumltances. But 
yetno Phyfitian can either compell men to be their Patients;, 
nor compell them ("any otherwife then by perfwafion ) to take 
their Medicines , when they are their Patients nor can they 
corporally punifh them for any difobedience to their dire&i'-
ons : But this they may do : they may tell them firft than 
if they will not be ruled, they (hall be without the Phyfmans 
help, and then their defeafe will certainly kill them, or er.danger 
them • and i f the Patient continue fodifobedient as to fruflrate 
the means of cure, the Phy fitian may give him over, and be his 
Phyfuian no more; and this is the Power of a Church Guide, 
and this is his way of pun.flvng : Only he may further acquaint 
them with a Divine Commiilion, then a Phyfician can do'tohis 
Patient, fat leaft gradually; and fo prefs obedience morecfcclu-
ally on their confeiences. 

So a Schoolmafter may make orders for the right circumttan-
tiaring of matters inhisSehool ( fuppofingone Grammer en-
joynevi by fuperiour Authority, ) and he may order what Au­
thors (nail be read, and at whathour*,and how much at a time, 
and difpofe of the feats and orders of his- Schollars: Butyer '»* 



lie be a Teacher of the Adult, according to our cafe he cannot 
corporally pnnifh chofe that either refufe to be his Schollars, or 
to learn of him or obey him ; bat the utmoft that he can do is to 
?r i a d ' f f i r a " Q P ° n <h<™ while they abide in his Schooled 
t h e c L n 0 ^ , ^ e m ° n C - A n d t h e n a " Schoolmafters in 

School who J l 7 * " i T A o k w i t h o u t Atisfaftion into one 
B u t t c b AOZJ ° W : f » a n d a b u ( i « f t out of another. 
' S S ^ P b K ^ r * ? ^ t o t h a t « « « * > » « " » k « d -

r e f l 9 o r a t o r , „ ° r , . S c h o o l ™ " e r t o be the Governour of the 

defiaftical Affembiies J ° I S " m l h c c a f e o f E c " 

' H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ r « b « N « « of Chur7h-
mifed,whichisto e ^ ° t e t h i ? 6 l i 0 r t h e fcc°nd t t o S P™' to fall under ourco^XZ k l t r i l { o r t $ o { B i ^ o p s i b a t ^ 
which o f c h e m T e r o b S ^ S ' o ? " * ^ ^ ™ f i d C r ' 

to themfelves truly d i f f e r e n t . e n ° U 8 h t I , ! , t I m a n i f c f t t h e m 1 0 b e 

omy r * / o t w y f i h ^ 2 e ^ ' i f e ? l may be given to one, that is 
and not of any Church Z,\L \ P ' ° p l e " f f r t i c u l a r Church, 
butnot anyShepherds t h e m l c I v « Thatruleih the flock, 

4.A fourth fort are the f T p A j r / ' 1 h , i 

propcrlvtobe RnlM k t , """ ' * " > C * r « « , who are 
M J C r f t h ^ ? \ t h c m , a l o , D e > <° thePaflor is the 
otherwife offi U r C c >

J

a n d t h e C « « t e s d o only teach and otnerwilc o f f i c l a t e m o M l e n c e t Q ^ . w ( ) j c h . J ^ c a f c o f 

divers 



o n 
divers Miniftersof great Parifties, that keep one Curate at their 
Pariih Church, and others at their Chappels. Yet its*one thing 
to be the fole Ruler of the Parifli, and another to Rule the reft of 
the Elders. 

5. A fifth fort of Biftiops are thofe that are the fixed Prefi-
dents of a Claffis of the Paftors of many particular Qmrches s 

who hold the title durante vita, or qudm diu bene fe gefferint> 
though they are in ufe only while the Claflis fitteth, and have* 
only a power of Moderating and ordering things, as the fore-
man of a Jury, or a double or cafting voice, as the Bayliff in 
Elections in moft Corporations, or as the PreHdent in fome Col-
ledges j but no Negative voice, which maketh a Power equal 
with all the reft. 

6. A fixchforc are the head! of fetch Clafses, havinir 4 Nega­
tive voice, fo that the reft can do nothing without them.' 

7- A feventh fort art the Presidents of Provinces or DUctjfe.< 
containing many Cfaffes, which have only a Moderating Power^but 
no Negative voice. 

8 An eighth fort arc the Bifhops of particular Cities with all tht 
Ruralparts thjit are near it, containing many Churches ; who af-
fUmethe Power of Governing that Diecefs to themftIves alone with­
out the Presbyters of the particular Churches either not ufing ' 
them at ail in matter of Government, or only confulting with 
them in AfTcmblies, bur giving them no determining vote?. 

9- A ninth fort is a Didcefan Bifhop of' fuch a City, who doth 
wt take upn him the Rule of the people of the Diecefs ( beyond 
his own Congregation ) but only of the Paftors • foppofing that 
the feveral Paftors or Presbyters have power to Rule che feveral 
Congregations, but witbaii that they thcmfelves are to be ruled 
by him. 

10. A tenth fort are fuch Bifhops as afftime the Government of 
tbeje Dioccfan Bijhopf, which art common y called t^rchbifh&ps: 
to which alfo we adjoyn Metropolitans, Primates, and Patri­
archs, who affume the Power of Governing all below them ; as 
under the fev'enth rank I do alfo for brevity comprehend Metro­
politans, Primates, and Patriarchs, who a flume no Governing 
Power over other Biftops, but only the prmamfedem,; and the 
modcrat4flg Power in Councils. 

11. The eleventh fort iitunfixelgeneral P#ftors, called Am-1 

bntattr]^ 



bulatorj,or Itinerant, that have a care of all the Churches, and 
are no further tyed to any particulars, then as the neceffary defetl of 
their natural capacity (feeing they cannot be in ail places at 
once,) or elfe the difpatch of that work which they there meet 
with , before they go further, and fome fuch occafion d^th re-

: and being excluded outof no part of the Church, further 
then by content for the common good, they (hall exclude them-
felves; fuch, I mean, as the Apoftles were. 

12 The twelfth and laft fort is the Judas that goes u ̂ der the 
namcofStVettrs Succeffor, and Chrijls Vicar General, or the 
Vice-Chrtjt, who clatmeth a power of Governing the wholeuniverfal 
Church as its He*d, having Infallible power of delermking Con-
Vovtrfies,andmaUersof Faith, and whofe Office mufi enter the 
definition of the CathohcK Church, and tbofe that feparate from 
nim arenoCacholikes, or trueChriOians. This is he that beareth 
tne bag, and maketh the twelfth fort. 

T C ^ m , e " o w i n t h e t h ' r d p f a c e t o t e H y o u , how many and 
J which of thefe forts of Epifcopacy I think may be admit-

ted for f he Peace of the Church: And, 
*• t n e f i r f t (brt there is no Controverfle among us : few 

will deny the fus Divinum of Presbytert, as having the Rule of 
the people of a particular Church, and the fole Rule , fup-

huntelf t h C r e , S n ° ° C h e r P a f t o r 0 V e r l h a t C h u r c h b u t 

2. O f thefecondfortof Parifti Bifliops ( who are meer Pre­
sents over the whole Elderfhip of that particular Church, and 
that continually, or fixedly.) I think there is little queftion will 
be made by any, but they alfo will eafily be admitted. 

3. The third fort ( A Parochial Tlifhop, having a Negative 
voice ma l>anfb Elaerjhip) I fhouid be content to adntic for 
the Peace of the Church : but whether of it felf it be defirab'c, .1 
do not difpute : for i f one Paftor even in a Parirti may have a Ne­
gative voice among two or three Curates, it will follow that the 
thing it felf is not unlawful, viz.. for one Minifter to have a Ne­
gative vote among many, and fo among an hundred i f there be 
nothing elfe to forbid. 

4- The fourth fort ( f o r brevity) Comprehended two forts. 
1. Such 



( « 7 ) 
7, Such Paftors of a jingle Congregation, which having Mverfe 

I C x ^ f / / them who are Presbyters,do yet themfelvts m S f f i k 
them the fole Government of the people and of their Curates. I 
think this is intolerable, and indeed a Contradi&ion,or a Nulling 
of the Presbyters office : for it is efTential to the Presbyter of any 

* r ^ b c , a ? u i d e o r R u I e r o f c h a c C h ™ c h • to pat them 
i T-r l ^ R u l e 5 h e

l

r e f o r c « t o Nul l , or fufpend the cxercife o f 
their office- which cannot ftatedly be done without deftroying 
i t . But then 2. i f we fpeak of the fecond fort.that is, fuch Pallors 
of particular Churches, as have jurats who are Presbyters, and. 
they govern their Curates, but take tht Curates as true Governors 
of thefiick, thefe as I dare not (imply defend, ( f o r i f it be law­
fu l for one Paftor to Rule two or three in a Parifti, then why not 
twenty or an hundred, i f nothing elfe forbid? ) for confefs I 
lnould be ready to admit of them,if it might attain the Churches 
peace: for I fee many godly Divines that are againft Epifcopacy, 
yet practice this; and will have no Curates in their Parifli, that 
will not be Ruled by them. And there is a certain Obedience 
*nd m J „ U ^ ° r / m C n ° f W e a , k e r P a r t s > d o o w e t 0 t h « i r Seniors 

/ #1 » I T / ? f T

C a t e f k n o w l c d 8 < > though the Office be the 
. * y fame. And the Nature of the Government being not Compul-

\V> t4 l l v c a n d C o e r c i v e , but only upon the voluntary, whofc Judgc-
f P ments approve and their wills confenr, its confiderable how far 

J jn even a Ruler of others may voluntarily confent and fo oblige 
i Pk (of himfelf to be Ruled by another, that could not have any power 

• V f to Rule him, Without that confent of his own, and voluntary 
Condefcenfion. 

S- As for the f i f th fort, that is, \_The ft an ding Prefident of 
J K ^ O ' I * f I a J f i ' * ^ving no Negative voice ] \ (hould eafily confent to 

\ 1 Jr m f o r o r d e r a n d P e a c c : f o r t h c y a r e n o &&&& Office, nor 
'A • r a c a n y ^ 0 v e r n m c n c o v e r t n e Presbyters. And the Presby-

ZA> tftrA t e r i a n G n u r c h e s do commonly ufe a Prefident or Moderator pr* 
ji* %l i \em^°7f A n d d o u D t l e ^ s ^ it be lawful for a Month, it may be 
; ' > 9LA l*w™ for a year, or twenty years, or ejuam diu fe benegeferit : 
bt^ltK c m a n y y e a r s h a d w e o n e Moderator of our Affeniblies 

L ^ ' V Divines at Wtfiminfler> and might have had him fo many 
i £ y e a r

r

$ m o r e i f d e a t h bad no: cut him off ? And ufually God doth 
r o O / "ot io change his gifts, but that the fame man who is the fitted 

0 i \ wis month or year, is moft likely alfo to be the fitteft the next. 
J n D 6. And 

- — , , - — 
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t . And for the fixth fort , vU. £ A Preftdent of A Chfsts h*-

A Negative mice, ] I eonfcfs I had rather be without hip» 
and\s power i!r.C::g::«L»lc ro mv Judgement, as a thing in-
ftituted by God, or fkceft in it felf. But yet I (hould give way to 
it for the Peace of the Church, and i f it might heal that great 
breach that is between us, and the Epifcopal Brethren, and the 
many Churches that hold of that way ; but with thefe Cautions 
and Limitations, i. That they (hall'have no Negative in any 
thing that is already a duty or a fin ; for an Angel from heaven 
cannot difpenfe with Gods Law. This I doubt not will be yield­
ed. 2 . That none be forced to acknowledge this Negative vote 
in them, but that they take it from thofe of the Presbyters that 
will freely give or acknowledge i t . For its a known thing that 
all Church-power doth work only on the Conference, and there­
fore only prevail by procuring Confenr, and cannot coropeJL 
3. Nor would I ever yield that any part of the Presbyters dil-
fenting (hould be taken as Schifmaticks, and caft out of Commu-
nion,or that it {hould be made the matter of fuch a breach. This 
is i t that hath broken the Church, that Bilhops have thruft their 
Rule on men whether they would or not, and have taken their 
Negative voice at Ieaft, i f not their fole Jurisdiaion,tobelo 
necetfary, as i f there could be no Church without i t , or no rnan 
were to be endured that did not acknowledge it • but he that dc-
nyeth their difputable Power muft be excommunicated witn 
them thatblafphcme God himfelf. And as the Pope will nave 
the acknowledgement of his Power to be infcparabJe from * 
member of the Catholike Church, and caft out all that deny it» 
fo fuch Bifhops take the acknowledgement of their Jurisdiction 
£0 be as infcparable from a member o f a particular Church, and 
consequently ( as they fuppofc ) of the univerfal: and fo to 
deny them (hall cut men off, as i f they denyed Chrift. This i * ~ 
voureth not of the humility that Chrift taught his followers 
4. Nor would I have any forced to declare whether they onlj? 
fubmitfor Peace, or confentin approbation : nor whether they 
take the Bifliops Negative vote to be by Divine Inftitution* and 
fo Neccffary,or by the Presbyters voluntary confent & contraCT, 
as. having power inieveral cafes to fufpend the exercife of their 
awn juft authority, when the fufpenfion of it tendcth to a pub-
tiksGoecL No doty is at all times a duty. I f a man be to 



< i 9 ) 
I ^ iaed by a Presbytery, i t if not a flat duty to do i t at that time 
J when the Prefident is abfent, except in cafe of flatneceflky • 
I why may not the reftof the Presbyters then, i f they fee it con-

Z f r \ $ \ d u c i W c c o the g°od of the Church [refolve never TO ordain 
^ c x c e p C i n / a f e o f f u c h N e c e f f i f y \ ) but when the Preiident is 

f S ^ i V M rr€c a

K

n

T

d l 8 0 n e t h ^ i n . ] which is indeed to permit his eXer-
W V J -e'fiof a Negative vote, without profeffing it to be his rivht by 
%(^CK a n y r

I n t h ^ o n ? I t is lawful to ordain, when the Prefi'dent is 
S ^ V S u n l ' ' " 1 5 l a w f u l ^ o a t o f c a f c s o f Necefsity) to forbear 

K m w b e n h c 1 8 abfent : according therefore to the Presbyterian prin-
> jKitn f 'P l e s > wc«Mjr refolve to give him defafho a Negative voice, that 

n ° C t 0 0 r d a i n w i t h o u t h i m > b u t i n Necefsity: and according 
^ i W ^ ' f J to the Epifcopal principles, we muftihus do for this point o f 
Zinti* -Ordination is the chief thing they {land on. Now i f this be all 
'W *M , . J 1 ? 0 * 0 * . w h y ftouId not our May he, yield to their, Muft 
^ A ^ > , f t h e P c a c c o f the Church be found to lye upon it. Cut $ I 
tt! would have this Caution too, that the Magiftrate fhould not 

•m J 8 0 *? h l s , f w o r d ^ theBifliopscenfure, without very clear rea-
I r j f y > ion : but let him make the heft r»f h 

i f 
4 - wv VVLBV 6 

their Executioners. 
7. As to the feventh fort, vU. [_A Prejident of a Province 

. why it may . 
**4m d i u f i tenegeferit, as well for a moneth,or a year,or feven 

W r a r S ' a l i n o u r l a t e A f r e r c b l y two fuccefsively were more, ( as 
/ 5 5 w -l remember ; that this kind of Diocefan or Provincial Bi ­

shop, I thmk may well be yielded to for the Churches Order 
and Peace. 

8. As to the eighth fort o f Bifliops, viz. £ The 'DiocefanwU 
^nmeththe fole Government of many Parifh £knrtke*both Pref-
bjters and People 2 as ten, or twelve, or twenty or more, as they 
ufed to do, even a whole Diocefs, I take them to be intolerable, 

D 2 « n < * 



and deftru&ive to the Peace and happinefs of the Church, and 
therefore not to be admitted under pretence of Order or Peace, 
i f we can hinder them. But of thefe we rauft fpeak more when 
we come to the main Queftion. 

9 As for the ninth fort of Bifliops, viz. [ A Dioctfan Ruling 
all the "resby.ers, but leaving the Presbyters to Rule the People j 
and confequently taking to himfelf the fole or chief Power of Or­
dination, but leaving Ccnfures and Abfolution to them, except 
in cafe of Appeal to himfelfj I muft needs fay that this fort of 
fcpilcopacyisvery ancient, and hath been for many ages of ve­
ry common reception , through a great pare of the Church ; 
f u 1 y t h a t 1 c a n f e c a s y e t 0 0 D i v i n c inft'tution of 
lucuaBiftiop taken for a fixed limited officer, and not the fame 
tnat we ihall mention in the eleventh place.But how far mens vo­
luntary fubmiffion to fuch, andconfent to be ruled bytbem,' 
wm ft«tho.r,2Vbcr?' 1 h a v e n o £0 difpute. Only this I 
E d f e o L ^ n o t i n my judgement this fort of 
ffi K ^ ? ^jomparably more tolereable than the 
fr^itefc?1 C £ u t h e w h o l c Government of the people 

f t 0 t h c j ^ l v « ; And i f I lived in a place where 
w l n M f t ' W C r C f i l l e d , and managed for God, I 
£ r h ? i S b m u t h e r « ° ; a n d n v c ?«ceably under it and do nothing 
i i / n £ n ' r b a n c < ? » d l f S r a c c o r d"couragcmcnt of i t . My reafons *ie not flay to produce. 

M a t %Z«C*VV ° f B i f t , ° P s > v i z « JrMfhop, Mr 
thn nf T:.A L ?r"d P ^ r e h s , having not only the modera­
tion of Synods but alfo either the file Government of all the Cler­
gy, wdchetf Government of all the people, or a Negative voice 
L f ^ \ r m m U l b u ° r C 1 0 A n i e n t againft them,then thefbr-
S e I f u m T n • ' H 1 * * how much the larger 
Jo produce! *** ^ 0 0 5 W h l C h 1 m i * n o n h»ve occafion 

*h»lJ?nf°* t h f e l € ™ t b f ^ of B i f l i o p s , t h a t i s [ > r ^ ^ / ^ 
f ^ A p f f h s n t k t 6 $ c e 9 f Preaching and Governing, to J as *n~ 
hmted »?™r*lO§c„f\ i t i s a g r e a t d o u b l a m o ^ w h c . 
t t e any fuqh (hould bc?For though i t be certain that fueh were, 
I « we ar« in doubt whether they have: any fucceffors. For my 
5*7 confefs my felffatisfiedin this, that the Apoftics have 
^t*mt%% thoog^ not ia thdr estriordtniry Immediate man-
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ner of Mifl ion, nor in their extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, yet 
in all that part o f their office which is of Handing Neceffity to 
the Church: And I am fawned that their general Minif t ry , or 
ambulatory preaching as unfixed officers, and their Govern-
ment of tbe Church by Office ( fuch as they did then ufe ) are 
of ftandmg Neceffity to the Church : And therefore that as fuch Apofloli vert 
Uu- t g e n e r a l Officers,the Apoftles de jure have Succe(Tors.And "ant Vmbyte-
this11 have formerly proved to you in my Thefts de Polit. JEccle- r}> n a 

fiafi. briefly thus. . feipjosvocant* 
Argument I . Chrift promifed when he inftituted this General 'tmcn utf* 

Office to be with them to the end of the world t therefore i t was *fcriptu eorum 
his will that it fhould continue to the end of the world, (Mat. fun&°-
28 20,21. ; I t was to a Miniftry that wcrcfent to preach the &llflf'4U0& 
Go/pel to every Creature^ to all the *>orld,and to Difciple Nations, er7nt'f?dnuUi 
tnattnispromife was exprefly made; therefore fuch a Miniftry loae&igati. 
is to be continued. sk& multo 

Argum. 2. The fame work and Neceffity ftill continueth : P%1^£" 
T K * T . h c F C a r c m o f t o f t h c Nations on earth unconverted. spifcopoTan-

2. The Con verted and Congregated to be Confirmed and Go- txms.ab 
vcrned, therefore the Office continueth. Athanafto Frv° 

4rgum.$. We can fetch no Argument from thc Apoftles Ex- m t f m f ^ ' u t , 
ample or from any Preceptor Promifeto them , to prove the <Zm?eZ% 
fucceffion of fixed Paftors, which is ftronger then this by which per indium 
we prove the fucceffion of General unfixed Officers: there- pradicarent, ~ 
fore either we muft yield to this, or by the fame reafons as w c ^ t l i -
deny i t , we mud deny thc Miniftry too : Which is not to b e - C f j £ £ 
done. utimm d*H-

Argum. 4. The Apoftles had many AiToeiates in this. General gemutfierer. 
Office in their own times: Therefore it was not proper to them, ^ J ^ l 
nor to ceafe with them. Barnabas, Sylas,Tin/othy,Titus, Apollo, r i 0 . p . 2 7 i , 
witn multitudes more in thofe times were unfixed General O f - And of the 
ftcers, that went upanddown toconvcrt the world, and ftaid JonaL 
only to order and confirm the new gathered Churches, and then £ 
went further; fometiroes -returning to review, preferve, and alining Pres-s 
itrengtnen their converts. hytexs fine ti-

Argum.%, I f w e can prove that fuch unfixed General o f f i c e r s r ^ ^ * * ^ 

fie mm Balfamon, lpfe Canon indicia eft dim fieri ftlitm: Etiamfpft Cfllccd.Synod. -
&aws?eriictgiutfm meminit mtmm & in Laodieena. tin fa veuribxs Synodis efi mentm^ 



were by Chrift fettled in his Church, and that by fuch the 
Churches were in any fort then to be governed, then our caufe is 
good, t i l l the repeal or revocation of this office and order be 
proved. Let them therefore that affirm fuch a revocation prove 
i t : for till then, we have proved enough, in proving that once 
i t was inftituted. But they cannot prove that revocation, I 
think, noryetanyCcflation, or that the inftitution was but 
pro tempore. 

Argum.6. I t is not a tolerable thing to charge God withfuch 
a fudden Mutation of his Law or Order of Church Government 
without very certain proof.If we find Chritt fetling one way of 
^nurch-Government, in his own time, and prefently after, for 
tttenrttage, i t i samoft improbable thing that heftiouldtake 
jnat down agam,and fet up another kind of Government to con­
tinue ever after. This feems to charge Chrift with fo great muta­
bility, that it is not to be done without very clear proof. But 
lucti proof is not produced. 

I know it is cafily proved that the immediate Mif l ion , 
and extraordinary m e a m r e 0 f the Spirit , for Miracles, 
tnogues Infallible delivery of the dodrine of Chrift are 
ceaied: But this is nothing to the general office of Preach­
ing or Governing the Church, which is of ftanding ufe. 

*o that I am fatisfied of this , that the Apoftlesas General 
l rcacners and Govemours have fucceffon. But then I muft 
conteis my fclf not fully facisfied, what Governing Power it 
was that the Apoftlcs had over the P a L V o f the Church. I 
find that when Saravia, and after him, the Difputants in theiflc 
of .fright, dotnfif ton this Argument from the way of Church 
Government by the Apoftles,that their Antagonifts do prefently 
grantee Minor [ that The Government of the Church atfirft 
wts by men authorised to Rule the Presbyters and their Churches.^ 
but they deny the Major, that [the government Vhich was the* 
tn the Church fbould continue till now, ] becaufe it was by Apo " 
ftles, whofe Office they think ceafeth. Whereas I muft confeis 
l am unavoiu ibly forced to yield the Major, that we muft have 
the fame kind of Government that was at firft inftituted,unlefs 
we had better proof of a change: For the ftablifliment of parti­
cular Churches and Presbyters was no change of the Apoftles 
power, feeing they gave not away their power to the Presbyters 

nor 



nor ceafed to have the fame Apoftolical power which they had 
before. Only the Apoftlcs extraordinary Mifsion, Gifts and Pri-
viiedges, Iconfefs arc ceafed. But then I conceive that the 
Minor which is fo eafily granted, viz. [ that the Apoftles had the 
Government of the particular Presbyters 1 will hold more difpute, 
at leaft as to the nature and degree of their power .-and were I 
asfullyfatisfiedabout.theMinorasI am of the Major, I mull 
by this one Argument be forced to be for the Jus Divinum of 
Epifcopacy. What at prefentfeems truth to me, I (hall lay down 
in thefe Proportions. 

Prep. i . I t is certain that the Apoftles were general unfixed 
Officers of Chrift, having the care of the whole world com­
mitted to them within the reach of their natural Capacity : and 
that their bufinefs was to take that courfe in the particular ma­
nagement of their work, asismoftconduciWe to the propaga­
tion of the faith through the whole world: and that in all places 
where they came, they had the fame power over the Churches 
gathered, as the fixed Paftors of tbofe Churches have. Thtsmuch . 
is paft doubt. . , , 

Prop. 2. I t is as certain that common prudence required tnern 
£0 make a convenient diftribution of thc work, and not go all 
one way, and leave other placesthat while without the ^ f p e h 
But fome to go one way, and fome another, as moft conduced ro 
the converfion of all the world. . . , 

3 U Cer ta in that the Apoftles were not armed w.th 
the fword.nor had a compulfive coercive power by fecular rorcej 
but that their Government wasonly forcible on the Contaena, 
and therefore only on the Confcient.ous, fo fa as they were 
f u c h . unlefs as wemay call mens actual « * ^ ^ * s

r

C t a r d ^ 
« d their defertion and mifery the ened * . ^ " " " " L ^ 

Prof. 4. I t is mod certain that rtey who had the extraordi 
naryp'rivUedgeof being eye-witnefles o f Chr.fts M.rac es ar,d 
Life, a n d e a t -witneffes of his Doftr ine, and had tte ,«traord - , 
nary power of working Miracles for a Confirmation or m h > I i K t t i e l l a i 
DoSrine, muft needs have greater * Authority •»«"•» Ce»jct- m i rf m c c r 

t M e s then other men, upon that very account, i f there were n H g g g * -
other. Sothat even their Gifts andiPrmUdges may be ( a n d ^ o n t o 
doubtlefcwere) one groundat leaft o f that higher degree ot O T O . fc^ 
Authority, which they bad above others. Formfucb a R a t i o - K K ^ & . 



m l perfwafive Authority which worketh only on the Conference, 
p „ C , - , f c . " J n u c h d l f f e r e n t f r o m Ocular power o f Magnates. 
f Z ^ o m"> u V e , n G , f t s m*y b « ground of a greater mca-

^ T , i : , n , b , n i , n e m ™ m i n d s And here i f the greateft 

<hoPs W r o T t h e i r ftSffi^? g & 7 A * thoritv a n f i h A « i m . , / u m i c n c y o f Office and imperial Au-
c S n d P H v W g T ^ m e C r l y f r 0 l n excellency of their 

t h e ' l ^ b ^ b ^ not then fecond 
to«C£^^rtrf *«Cburd>, but rather hin-
thereforebVtbefonlrf : T h e e * < « n « « « » c « e were not punifted 
forfcke the Church f ™ , £ 7 e - ' k u t r a t h e r fflen w e r e e n t < « a to 

which farther ( h e w e s t h a r * " d a d v e r f i t y thofe within: 
w a s o n t h e C o n f c f c n c e a n d i t * ? o f A P° f t ° "ca l Government 
kind o f force. ' " d " w a s n o t corrupted by an aliene 

B ^ r f ' t ^ f f i « i T r 0 f M i r i C B l ° u s C a f t i ' 
which ^ e x e r c i f e d , ^ S e 9 f f e n < , e r s ' " ieaftfometimes: 
on £ / , „ 4 , a n d f o m * T ? S n < 1 J ' - W . W d f « d up-

r«»l [ W r 4 S d t o b e d e I ' v e « d « p t o S a t a n : certainly 
which its like e x t e n d e ^ S X t r ^ ' " " 3 2 C o r " 1 a * 
But i t t tnoft certain that the A M M Z E ? t h a , ; . t o B , « r « n f t ' " s -
ing mens bodies ordinarilv T„ ? f c d n o

1

t t h » P o w e r o f hurt-
Miracles; perhaps no accordin-, f ? 1 ^ i s t h e y d i d o t h e r 

ther, and deftrm, th» c ~ C 0 " U P C their Government nei-
what m o w f S g J & S ™ * ^ o f * Yet this Bake, i t fon-e-
caufe we know n o b o w « u c * S " ? t h e A P o f t t e < x a n , P l e > b e " 
™ e , B i g h t b e f r o n ^ ^ 

t o f h T w o r t ^ ^ «" l fcnd others 
the o rdZed J ^ r S ^ - , B "»I> i«only by the confent o f 
fixed p X r s S fo,?L„f ^ ( h e f o r t tb<y ^ compleat 
C U n o f e t h n for

A

d!yf?r«dnot , n y t o g o ; o r any people to 
entertain tnem. And K feeBeth they did not Ordain fiigly, but 

Bany 



Prop. 9. No one Apoftle did appropriate a Diocefs to himfelf, 
and fay, Here I am fole Governor, or am chief Governor •, nor 
did they or could they forbid any others to Govern in their 
Diocefs; though, as is faid, they did agree to diftribute their 
work to the publike advantage, and not to be all in one place at 
once : but yet fucceflively they might. 

Prop. 10. Nay its certain that they were fo far from being 
the fole Bifhops of fuch or fuch a Diocefs, that they had ufually 
fome more unfixed general Officers with them. Paul and 'Bar­
nabas went together at firft: and after the Divifion, Barnabas 
and Mark* Paul and Silas, and fometimes Timothy, and fome-
time Epaphroditus, and fometime others went together after­
ward. And others as well as fames were ufually at ferufalem : 
and all thefe had a general power where they came. And it 
cannot be proved that fames was Ruler of Peter, Paul and the 
reft when they were at ferufalem, nor that he had any higher 
power then they. 

"Prop. 11. Yet it feeras that the feveral Apoftles did moft look 
after thofe fame Churches which themfelves had been the inftru-
raentsof gathering, and that fome addition of refpe& was due 
to thofe that had been fpiritual Fathers to them, above the reft, 
1 Cor. 4,15. 

Prep. 12. I t was therefore by the Geniral Commiffion of 
Apoftlefbip that they Governed particular Churches pro tempore 
while they were among or neer them, and not by any fpecial 
Commifsion or Office of being the Diocefan or Metropolitane 
of this or that place. 1. I t was below them, and a diminution 
of their honor to be fo affixed, and take the charge of any par­
ticular Churches. 2. We find not that ever they did it. 3 I * 
they had, then all the diforders and ungovernednefs of thofe 
Churches would be imputable to them, and therefore they muft 
beftill with them as fixed Biftiops are, feeing they cannot go­
vern them at fuch a diftanee as makes them uccapable. 4. W^en 

E Peter 



Peter drew Barnabas and many more to difsimulation, and al-
rnoft to betray the liber ties of the Gentiles, Paul doth not fay, 
Thtsjs mj Diocefs, and I mujl be the Ruler here: nor doth Peter 
plead this againft him, when Pauland Barnabas fell out,whether 
Markthoute be taken with them or not ; neither of them did 
plead a Ruling Authority, nor fay, This is my Diocefs, or I 
ThJnl/Upert°LRHler> b u t t h e V Produced their reafons, and 
S f n ™ V°Urd m t ^ c o n c e r n i n g the val.dity of each others 
reaions, they feparated and took their feveral companions and 

thatZUL^ W a S r l ° t o n I V t h e Apoftles, but multitudes more 
« wer khgencral unfixed Minift«rs:as the feventy, Bar-
all rhef.tir L E/aPhro^us. Timothy and many others. And 
came d a P ° " W e r o f A c h i n g and Ruling where they 

t h e ^ G o v e ' r t ' r n ^ f 0 5 t h l f e G c n c r a l ° f f i c c r s did take away 
C h u r ^ ^ ? f r o m

7

 t h c nxed Presbyters of particular 
te r^of ^ v e T n ^ n r " W V e V O t c i n t h e i " o w « hands, in mat-
could ex^mmn : f ° r l f n o fixcd B i ^ o p (o r Presbyter) 
ApoftJe t ? £ T * n ? , n y

L

m c m b e r of his Church without an 
Soverned fh C h u r c h e s m u f t r «na in polluted and W» 
t i ineermen g h t h c u n a v o i d a D l c a l > ^ e of thofe twelve or 

t i c 7 h ^ P , ? / K I e s ^ e r e f < > f c cfid admonilli Paftors to do their du-
Uke TndZcZl n l v c s w e r c P r c ^ t W Power to do the 
dS notake on Z ^ t V ^ e ^ l c c h a c offended . but they 
k e e n f ^ o ! , m t h e ? n ^ e r n m e n t of any Church, nor 
ieep a Negative vote in the Government. } 

*J?J?' I * 5 * I f f e e m f u t t e f l y untrue that Chrift did deliver the 
S u c \ S a n<* <b only to their 
I The ^ t h e f e V C n t y D i f c i P l e s or any Presbyters, f o r 
l i i e f i ^ d Pr 0 t k y a l f < > W C r C G c n c r a l u n f i ^ e d Officers, and not 
We^cdPrcsbyters or Bifliops: and therefore having a larger 
Comm.flion muft have equal power. 2. The Apoftles 
norfingle Bifhops as now they are differenced from others: but 
r , 2 T ^ Commifsions, then chofe 
now called Arch Bifhops or Patriarchs. I f therefore the Keys* 
were g l V e n them as Apoftles, or General Officers,-then they 
were never given to B-iOiops. For ftilhops as fixed Bifhops of 

£hi& 



c * * 3 
j i this or that Diocefs are not SutcclTors of the Apoftles, who 

were Genetal unfixed Officers. 3- I t is granted commonly by 
WjW \ p Papifts and Proreftants, that Presbyters have the power of the 
' 4 K e > 7 C S > though many of them think that they are limited to ex-

'tf'\A4*A ercife them under the BiQiops, and by their Direction and Con-
J f u c f f l ^ *"e n t» T o f w n i c n m a n y S c h o o l . m e n have wrote at large) 4. The 

$ Key of Excommunication is but a Minifterial Authoritative 
Declaration, that fuch or fuch a known OfTendor is to be avoid­
ed, and to charge the Church to avoid Communion with him, 
and him to avoid or keep away from the Priviledges of the 
Church • and this a meer Presbyter may do ; he may authorita-

pr tively Declare fuch a man to be one that is to be avoided , and 
f j f t 1 fp charge the Church and him to do accordingly. The like I may 

V'&& l$ fay of Abfolution : if they belong to every authorized Paftor, 
Preacher and Church guide, asfucb, then not to a Bifhop only, 

jjjprf but to a Presbyter ajfo. And th*t thefe Keyes belong to more 
then the Apoftles and their Succeflbrs, is plain, in that thefe are 

w&fift ! n ^ u f ^ c i c n c Naturally to ufe them to their Ends. An Apoftle 
]5 | !^!V) vb*^*tioch cannot look ro the cenfuring of all perfons that are 
5* r v t 0 D e cenfured at Athens, Paris, LonAon&c. fo that the moft 

of the work would be totally negleded, i f only they and their 
fuppo fed SuccelTors had the doing of ir. I conclude therefore 
that the Keyes belong not only to Apoftles and their SuccefTors 

tyr ^ in that General Office, no nor only to Diocefaa BifhopS ; for 
$ $ then Presbyters could not fo much as exercife them with the Bi-
10 ^ ° P S i n Confiftory, which themfelves of late allow. 

Prop. 16. The Apoftles were fallible in many matters of f a d , 
and confequently in the Dccifioni that depended thereupon; as 

j f alfo in the Prudential determination of the time and feafon and 
o t h € r C i rumftances of known duties. A-nd thence it was that 

jM$ ^ Pmlar>d Barnabas fo difagreed even to a parting, where one of 
% $ t h e m was certainly in the wrong. And hence Peter withdrew 

tfj from t n e uncircumcifion, and milled Barnabas and others into 
! the fame diftimulation fo far that he was to be blamed and with-

r^^'J' P r o f ' 1 7 ' l n f u c h C a f c s of mifleading, an Apoftte was not 
(00 °^ d> *o be foliownd : no more is any Church- Governor now : but i t 

i s ' a w f u l and needful to diffent and withftand them to the face, 
rji<0 u f a n d to blame them when they are to be blamed, for the Churches 

E 2 fefety, 



C * 8 ) 
fafety, as Paul did by Peter, Galatians 2.1. 

Prof. 18. In thisCafethe Apoftles that by Office were of 
equal Authority, yet were unequal when the Reafons and Evi­
dence of Gods mind which they produced was unequal! fo that 
a Presbyter or Bifhop that produceth better Reafons, is to be 
obeyed before another that produceth lefs Reafon, or that Er-
reth. -And the Bifhop of another Church that produceth bet­
ter Evidence of Gods mind, is to be obeyed before the proper 
Biftiop of that fame Church that produceth weaker and worfe 
Evidence. Yea a private man that produceth Gods Word is 
to be obeyed before Bifliops and Councils that go againft i t , or 
without it ( in that cafe, where the word bindeth us: ) fothat, 
in all cafes where Scripture is to determine, he that bringeth the 
belt Scripture proof, is the chief Ruler, that is, ought chiefly 
to prevail. Though in the determination of meer Circumftan-
cesof duty, which Scripture deterraineth net, but hath left to 

K u ? m n f t o d e t c r m i n e ^ 0 ^ ^ , it may be otherwifefo 
that the Apoftles power in determining matters of faith, was not 
as Church Governors, but as men that could produce the fureft 
Evidence. v 

Prop. 19. I t is not eafie to manifeft, whether every Presby­
ter in prima inflantia be not an Officer to the Church Univerfal, 
before he be affixed to a particular Church \ and whether he may 
not go up and down over the world to exercife that office, 
where ever he hath admittance. And i f fo , what then could 
an Apoltle have done by vertue of his meer office, without 
the advantage of his extraordinary abilities, and priviledges, 
which the Presbyter may not do? Mayan Apoftle charge the 
people where he comes to avoid this or that feducer or heretick ? 
fo may any Preacher that ihall come among them, and that by 
authority. May an Apoftle Excommunicate the very Paftor of 
the place, and deprive him ? why what is that but to perfwade 
the people, and Authoritatively require thcro, to avoid and 
withdraw from fuch a Paftor, i f the Caufe be manifeft ? And I f . 
may any Paftor or Preacher that comes among them. £ ° r ^ 
( as Cy?r**n f a i t n ) >t chiefly belong to the people even o f them-
felves to re)*e& and withdraw from fuch a Paftor, then a Preach­
er may by Authority perfwade and require them to do their 
©wn dutyo Yet I (hall acknowledge^ that though both may do 



O p ) 
the fame duty, and both by Authority, yet poffibly not both 
bvenual Authority but an Apoftle Maoro amhontato and fo 

reft I determine not, but leave to enquiry. 
20. In making Laws or Canons tob ind Ae Church 

which are now laid down in Scripture the ApoftUs«tted « 
Apoftles, that is, as men extraordinary Comm.ffioned . u-
urinated and enabled infall.bly to deliver Gods v,M to the world. 
And therefore herein they have no Succeflors. , 

In Conclufion therefore feeing that mattersof meer O d:rana 
Decency depending on Circumftances fomet.me rationafty muta 
We fometime yearly daily.hourly mutable, are not to be deter-
m J d alke J a i l the Church.nor tc»alUNat.on nor 
by thofe that are at too great a diftance.but by the prclent Paftor 
who is to manage the work, and being .ntrufted therewith is 
rtefi t e n R ^ v a r i a b l e Circumftances: and feeing; for 
ftanding Ordinances that equally belongto all • g ' ^ J ^ 
Gods word is perfed and fufficient without the Bilhops 
non S- and feeing that Scripture is a perfeft Law of God and 
Role of Chriftianfaith, and feeing that in the ^ndmg of 
the Scripture, they that bring the beft Evidence w.U beget the 
moft Knowledge/and they that produce the cleare Divine 
Tcftimony, will 
thofe that are known to be of far greateu awn C h u r c h 
experience and grace, and confent wtth the moft of f ^ ^ l 
will procure more efcaually an humane belief, hfn a weak U ; ( . 
learned unexperienced Paftor of our < > W B ' r „„V Primates and 
di f t ionof fuperetninent Bifhops, M « r 0 P ° ' ' " f r ' w a room.and 
Patriarchs, will appear to be reduced into ions 0 f y e r y 
written in fo fmall a charafter that he nar ^ 
quick fight that can read i t , and humble men m y ^ 
drawn to think, that the Unity , Happmefs,, an<I sarety c b r i f t 

Church lyeth not in i t , and that i f i t had W W f u ( . h G o n . 
and not their own Grcatncfs, there had no. oec"-
tention and Divifion made about it in trie ^mirc , 
hath been, 
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" T ~ 0 draw fome of this which I have faid into a narrower 
A ZTa' I J K r, ' e f ln y t e ! 1 y ° u w h a t I rould heartily wifh 

anf P"" " f t M ; ? , f l e r s w o u l d <P«°' 'y accompiilh for the 
i i c o „ M l ' h £ C ' V U r c h i n matters, 

men" >nd t r I I K " t h e y w o n l d c n o o f e ° « t « e ableft Godly 
to callthe nnc, |TH " T " ^ G e n m l T e a t h c r s . a n d G u i d * > 

fent and their rmm J ?/ And i f by the Magiltrates con-

^ T K l e d , e i r P r o v i n c e s ' " * * b e b u t 

Parifhes in f k o U h a V e t 0 8 ° UP s n d to the feveral 
rtdr own h l ^ r ° V , " c e s i a n d 1 0 h " e no particular Parches of 
o takecare Z S £ " ' £ t h V i x e d P a f t o r s P * ™ ' " . , n 

wonld havetLe*M fete^? 2 " L 
let thefe prevail vvith .ne t r r h , s f w o r d i hisown hand.and 
that way P i f * a s t h e v * • 8 n d i n 

unjurt power to themfelves w e f t J i £ ° ^ " d ' ' a ' ' d i r r o . g a E f a " y 

andftand upon our ground » S \ t n n d d w y " c , , e f f i , 
terms, and foneed n o t Z L S t , \ E ' J t * * u P o n T i 
that neither Pr«k , ,7 m ' A " J 1 have cau e to think 
a g a i r i f ^ ^ S o f T ' " ^ " d e n t s will be 
I here defcribe . N o ^ f t " ( 3 a ^ h a 0 1 t b c o I d o n e s > a S 

appointed-arid nfed-fui„ i n f " ' t y * " * ™ •, for in Scotland they 
when they made ? f , t h e i , r R r f o f ™ [ i o n 

«d to eacluheir t in ,d S / e f ™ « t a r " » n " t e . « d a f f i i n " 
ner? rn r*fi ^ \ i :«;a O V i n c e s » and lo they were Comnnflio-

Dodrine ^ • "«'uenr,y r an which is to be fecn in the 

J f o that were f t Conrniffionff. .n 
forming,dotb fhew cl a their l r i d f a b ° U C P r e a c b ' n S a n d ^ Power Judgements were not againft the 

d e r 2 f h , W l d T i f h t h , f C e V e r y ? a r i f t l C b u " b may have one El-
Deacon, ( I" t h ? T b c h a d > o r fi>M Eiders and 
Unity ' W ' o n e L o n f t a n t F i « d , Perfed for Order and 

3- I 
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y ( 5 0 
3.1 could w i l l that Ordination and Conftitutions for Unity 

and Communion may be done only in Synods, lefs or greater : dmatione per-
and that of many Presbyteries there may confift a Cla/fis, as pet«a-9 wcejje 
commonly called, and of many of thofe a Province: And that efi & erit 

v the Claffical meeting may be frequent, and that fome one, the llf^^T.* 
fitteft man, maybe ftanding Prcfident of that. CUffis during f ^ ^ -. 
life, except be deferve removal, tate primus 

4 .1 could wifh alfo that the Provincial AfTembly ( to be held a m o r t i S c ­
once a quarter or half year in each County ; may have the moft: m / l d a P™ft> 
ablcdifcreet, godly Minifter chofen to be the ftandlng Prefident TpadLimtts 
a l f ° d u r i n g l i f e > u n l e r * h e d e f c r v c removal. mMm ejt 

So that here are four feverai forts of Bifhops that for Peace jure. Bcza 
% c!l Order I could confent t o : to wi t , i . A General unfixed d e Minift. 

^ \ Superintendent. 2. A fixed Parochial Bifliop Prefident of that E v a a g - G r a < L 

particular Presbytery. 3. AClafficalBifhop, Prefident of that c a p ' H v 

Claffis. 4. A Provincial Bi(hop,Prefident of the Provincial Af ­
fembly. Bat there is no neceffity of thefe. 

5. O f the degree of their Power I faid enough before. It is 
intolerable they fhould have a Negative vote in Excommunicati­
ons and Abfolutions and fuch Government of the people ( ex-

it f ' ^ J f l cept the Parochial Bifhop ) fave only in cafe of appeals ,and there 
iri* { t<^5 * ' e a v e it to each mans confederation, though I had rather they 

had none; But whether they fhould be admitted a Negative in 
Ruling the Paftors, I determine not. Only in cafe of Ordinati­
on, I would have all refolve to do nothing ( except in a cafe of 

jP^) * Neceflity) but when the Prcfident is One: and ftop there; which 
. will permit him defafto the ufe ofhis Negative, and yet trouble 

ft Vjuf> n ° m a n s c o n l ' c i e n c c to acknowledge de jure that ic Afuft fo be-
v / J ^ f ^ o r to that none fhould be forced. 

W^rk T h i s m u c h 1 0 0 1 1 1 ( 1 willingly yield to for reconciliation.and 
anity : And I doubt not but I (hall be fufficiently reproached5 

by fom? for Yielding fo fa r , and by others for yielding-n©> 
further. 

ft* 

5 

AN D now atlattafterthefc ( notneedlefs).preparation^ 
I come to the main Queftion it felf,. whether it-UNecef-

fary tw Profitable f o y the right Order or Peace of the Churches, t9> 
vtgort the extruded Epkfcopacy I And this I deny,and having M 



lo mucn already for explication,(hall prefently give you the Rea­
fons of my denyal • in which the reft of the neceffary explication 
will be contained. 

Argument i . That fort of Prelacy or other Government which 
deflroyeth the End of Government, and u certainly inconfiftent with 
the Neceffary Government and difcipline to be exercifed in the 
Churches, is net to be refiored, under pretence of the Churches 
Order or Peace (nor can be confiftent with its right Order and 
I cace. ) But fuch is the Epifcopacy which was of late exercifed in 
England, and is now laid by. T h e r e f o r e , ^ . 
,\Z h e i V J a ) ^ needs no proof; for few Chriftians I think, will 
r\«A I C ' c UpP,fc°Pacy a s lately here exercifed be the certain ex-
r ^ l t G o v c r n m e n t i c ^ l f and Chrifts difcipline.whife- it only 

T ^ x / e m p t y n a m c ' t h e n doubtlefs it isnotto bereftored. 
bili v r h l T 1 . P r ° ^ e t h , U S ' I f t h c r c b e a v c r V Natural Irnponi-Wity that the lateEnglifh Epifcopacy though in thehandsof 
as Chrift hTl° m t h e ? o r l d ' to™1* Govern the Churches 
be Govern^ a p i ? , m c d ' a n d a s Aiould and may othcrwife 
n e f s U r ^ ' l ^ l \ t m M d l a ^ ^ a n d deftrudive. 
for the aPte F n ^ n f v ? M t h e r C i s f u c h a Natural Impoffibility 
f h 1 I D ove ^ § l f ^ Govern the Church, tbusl 
rv i n r h a n B y l h e w i n S you what is undoubtedly necena-
l?fh Fnlf S G o v e r n m e

L

n t i 2 - ^ then what was the late Eng-
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