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.. fomuchalready for explication,fhall prefently give you the Rea-

will be contained.

Argument'1. Thas fore of Prelacy or other Gevernment wl_ﬂfﬁ :
deftroyeth the End of Government, and is certainly inconﬁﬂfﬂf W’Z
the Neceflary Government dnd difcipline: to be <exercifed in- tre

\Charches, is not tobereflored, under pretence of the Churches
* Orderor Peace (nor ¢anbe confiftent with its right Order "m,d
- Peace. ) Baut fuchisthe Epifecopacy which was of late exercifed in
England; and is now l1id by. Therefore, ¢ic. : ;
The Major needs no proof ; for few Chriftians I think, will
deny it. If Epifcopacy as lacely here exercifed, be the certain ex-
. ¢inder of Government i felf and Chrifts difeipline,white it only
retains the empry name, 'then doubtlefs it-is not to be reftored.
~ The Minor I prove this. . [f there be a very Natural Impoffi-
bility that the late Englith Epifcopacy though in the handsof
the belt men in the world , fhould Govern the church_cs
as Chrift hath a ppointed , and as they fhould and may otherwife
be Governed-, then the forefaid inconﬁﬁency and deftru&ive-
ncfs is apparent. ‘Bucthat thereis fuch a Natural Tmpoffibility
for the late Englifh Epifcopacy to Govern the Church , thusl

fha-ll prove. 1. Byfhewing you what is undoubtedly necefla-
ry in Chrifts Government ; 2. And then what was the late Eng-
lith Epifcopacy ,

and then 3. The Impoffibility will appear of it
felf when both thefe are opened and compared together without
any more ado. - ‘

1. And 1.1t is paft controver
vernours fhould watch over eg

and inftru& thei

fons of my denyat «in which rhe reft of the neceflary explication

fie amohg us, that Church Go-
ch particular foul in their flock,

guorant, admonifh the faln, convince gainfay-
ers,counterwork feducers among them  feek to reclaim the wan

dring firengthen the weak, comfort thediftreffed openly tcb“.ke
the open obftinate offendors,and if they repent not, to require
the Church to avoid their Communion, and to take cognifcance
of their caufe before theyarecut off: asalfoto Abfolve the pe-
nitent, yea to vifit the fick(who are to fend for the Elders ofthe
Lhurch: ) and to pray with and for them, ¢5c. yeaand t0 8‘;.
before them in the worfhip of God, Thefe are the a'&i °h
hurch Government that Chrift hath appointed , and whic q
each faithful Shepherd muft ufe, and not _Iixc:ommunic:anon(,):;:E :

e
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-other Cenlures and Abfolutien alone.

2.Butif they could prove.that Church Government contain- o
eth only Cenfuresand Abfolution, yet we fhall eafily prove it : |
Tmpofiible for the late Englith Epifcopacy to do that. For, 3.Fc
is known to our forrow that in moft Parifhes there are many
perfons , and in fome greater Parithes very many , that have li-
ved,common open fwearers, or drunkards and fome whoremen-
gers,common fcorners of a godly life,and -in many mote-of thofe
offences, for which Scripture and the ancient Canons of the
Church do excommunicate men, and we are commanded with
{uchnonctroeat. And its too well known what numbers of
Hereticks and’ Seducers there are, that would .draw men from
the faith, whom the Church-Governours muft after the firlt and
fecond admonitionreje®. 4. And thenits known what a deal.
«af werk is Neceffary with any oneof thefe, in hearing accufari-
ons, examining Witnefles, hearing the defendants, fearching
into the whole caufe, admonifhing, waiting , re-admonifhing,
¢c. 5. Andthenitsknownof how greac Neceffity, and mo-
ment alkthele aretothe honour of the Golpel, the foulsof the
offendors, to the Church,to the weak, to them without, ¢5c. Se
thatif it benegle@ed, or unfaithfully mannaged, much mifchief
will enfue. Thusin part we fee what the Governmentis. .

Next let us fee what the Englith Epifcopacy is.And 1.For the
extent of it,a Diocefs contained many {core or hundred Parifhes,
and fo many thoufandsof fuch fouls to be thus Governed. Per-
haps fome Dioceffes may have five hundred thoufand fouls,and it
may be London Diocefs nearer a million. And how many thou-
fand of thefemay fall under fome of the forementioned ads of
Government], by our fad experience we may conje@ure.

- 2. Moreover the Bifhop refideth, if sot at London ( as ma-.

ny ofthem did ) yetin his own dwelling, many -miles; perhaps .
twenty or thirty from a great part of his Diocefs, fo thac moft: ‘ \

certainly he doth not fo muchas know by face, name, or report
the hundreth, perhaps the thoufandth,or perhaps the fecond or-
third thoufandch perfon in his Diocefs. Is it Poffible then for 1
him to watch over them, or ro underftand the quality of the-per-
fonand fad ? Lo Church Cafesthe quality of the perfonisof fo
much moment, that withour fome knowledge of it, the bare
knowledge ofthe fa& fomerimes will not ferve. :

' o 3. And
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- *1 know * 3. And then it is known that the Englith Epifcopacy deny-
- Bithop #fler eth tothe Presbyters all power of Excommunication and Abfo-
:2 }::Z I"gﬁg’s lution, urlefs to prononuceit as fromthe Bithop when be hath
doth fay cxac paftit: And theydeny him alfo all power fo much as of cal-
bythe Ocder ling a finner to open Repentance, which they called Impofing
of the Chﬁ“ﬁ penance : andalfo they denied all power of denying the Lords
Bii{:f,lzs ’aare» Supper to any without the Bifhops cenfure, exceptina fudden
charged ( in  cafe; and then they muft profecute it afcer at ihe Bifhops Court;

the form of  and there render the Reafon of that {afpenfion : So that the
Ordering of

Prictts o rouble;danger, labour, time would befo great that would be |
adminifter che 1PNt in it that fcarce one Minifter ofa hundred did venture on

Difciplineof it Once in feven and feven years, except only to deny the Sacra-

Chrit : Buz - ment to a man that would not kneel . and that they might do
Zl:fdl?xif‘ho}as eaﬁly and fafely, 3 :
thatL;l?;OE 4. And then Confider further » that if the Minifter fhould be
their publith- ONe of an hundred, and fo diligent as to accufe and e

ing their all the open feandalous offendors of his Parith beforethe Bi-
fi?f‘éﬁfi{ﬁ“ fhops Court, that fo be mighe procurethat a& of Government

miniftration from them, ' which he may not perform himfelf, jr would take

wasknown  UPall htf time,and perhaps all would not ferve for half the work,

among us, or confidering how far he muft r ide,how frequently he muft attend,

aﬂovﬁd:th @c. And thenallthe reft, or moft of the Paftoral work muft be
(it m‘cxfym neglected, to the danger ofthe whole Congregation.

fafiend tiem - 3= TUis a great penalty to an innocent man to travait fo far

fiom the Sa-* t0the trial of his Caufe. But the fpecial thing that I noteis this,

cramenc,as the-that v is Naturaily Impofiible, for the Bithopto hear, try and

g:bgéﬁu‘:m Jadgeall thefe caufes, vea or the fifth or hundredch of them, o

Prayer Book in fome phges one of five hundred. Can one man hear {o many

zequircth.  bundred asin a day muft be before him,if this difcipline be faith-

ully executed ? By that time that he hath heard two or three

Caufes; and ‘examined Witneffes , and fully debated all, thereft

can haveho hearing . and thus unavoidably the work malt be

undone. It is g if you fet a Schoolmaf'er to teach ten or

twenty thoufand Schollars? Muft they rot be needs untaaght ?

Or asifyou fer one Shepherd to look to two orthree hundred

feveral focks of Sheep , that are every one of them three

or four miles afander, and fome of them fourty miles from:

{Qz?i of the reft. Is it any wonder then if many of them be
SOILE
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6. But what need we further witnefs then the fad experience
of the Church of late 2 Are we not fure that difcipline lay un-
exercifed, and our Congregations defiled, and Gods Laws and
the old Canons were dead letters, while the Bifhops keep upthe
fame and empty name of Governours ? How many drunkards,
fwearers, whoremongers, raylers , Extortioners, fcornersat a
godly life did fwarm in almoft every Townand Parifh ?and they
never heard of difcipline , except it were one Adulcerer or for-
nicator once in feven years within twenty miles compafs (where
I was acquainted) that ftood in @ whire fheet in the Chuch:We
know that there was no fuch Matter as Church Government €x=
ercifed to any purpofe, but all left undone , unlefs it were to
undoe a poor Difciplinarian ( as they therefore fcornfully called
them ) that blamed them for negle& of Difcipline. For my
part, the Lord my Judge knows, that I defire ro make the mat-
ter rather beteer then it was, then worfe then it was ; and I fo-
lemnly profefsthat for the Peace of the Church , 1 fhould fub-
mit to almoft any body that would but do the work thatis to
bedone. Hereisftriving between the Epifcopal, Presbyterian
~and Independent, whoit is that fhall Govern. I would make
no great ftirr againft any of themall that would but do it effe-
Qually. Letit be done, and its not fo much macter by whom
itis done , asitis ro have it lieundone. ButI can never befor *Jrsan cafic
that party that neither did the work, when they might, nor pof- lfmmﬁ v
fibly candoit. To befor them, is to confent that all fhouldbe 550 5 ia
undone, and that Drunkards and Railers and all wicked perfons Leffon 5 buc
fhall continue fo ftill ; or continue members of our Churches in they-that
all their obQlinacy : and that there fhall be nothing but the name gti?ldw%r:‘fh‘
of Government and Cenfure without the thing. Jeshard making thc; e
men of Confcience believe the contrary that have bad the triall donc open 2
that we have had : 1f where good men were Bifhops thusit gap tolicen~
was, what hope of better by that way 2 We cannot fhut our txoufn;fs, and
eyes againft (o great experience. And certainly thofe Legrnéd rernmew alk
men among usthar think fo much Difcipline may ferve turn to 4104 wilf -
~ all the Congregations in the whole Diocefs, as the Bifhop can haraly per-
perform or havea Negative Votein,do too manifeftly {hew that fwade m:n

they *are lefs friends o real godlinefs, and greater friends to fin, e ::)t'hey

reach, or are themfelvesfuch as they defcribe, or reaﬂy would promote a holy life; efpe~

. cially when Scorners at a godly life were favoured more then the pra&ifcr;of it,
E 2 an




' is the way of Government thacI have (pg

. difcipline fror , _ xercife of Chrifs
: »Buc:l,pg:; el Congrega“oﬂsgthendoch it gratifie bgrtan :
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and care too little for the matter it felf while they contend ébOHE’
the.manner or agent,then ferious Chriftians thould do. I( m: ;
once plainly thew chemfelves meer formalifts , and would’ fet up
a. fcarecrow, and pull down all true Difcipline, l?y fetting UpP
one man to do the work of five hundred , and making the exer-
cife of it impofiible , what ferious Chriftian will ever take [hﬂ;
part # Not I while I breacth : Who can choofe but fee: that fuc
do feek their dignity, and Lordfhips, and worldly Mammorr
more then the Kingdom of Chrift. I know they will be angry
withme for this language . butfo are moft impenitht P'-'rf‘lmsv
withreproofs. I would advife all of them that furviveto a%;,
to heart before the Lord | what they did in undertaking fue
an- impofiible task. , and leaving fo many foulsandCongre-
gations. without Chrifis. remedy, and fuffering the Churches to
befo foul, while they had- the Beefom in theie hands. FH

This being fo manifeft that it is impoffible for an Englith Bt~

10p to Govern asthey undertook fo many Congegations,] may
well nest argue from the mifchiefs that foliow.

'Y

Argum. 2., T Hat Governmenr which gravificth the D?'”""f
. andwicked men, is not to be reffored mnder %

Presence of the Order or Peace of the Church: But [uch was the’

..Ehgliﬂv .Ep.i-ﬁ'opgcyi tberefbrf, &

TheMajor is undenyable, fuppofing that it do not this by an’
avoidableaccident, but by naruraj Neceffity , as | have proved..
e Men were {o Learned and Good men,that’

Lthink few men. honour. their Pames more-then my felf: But it’

me _ poke of.
ryftis as plain.from experience, and the argu-
If it neceffarily exclud :

" Anud for the Mino
ment beforeufed.

difcipline, then doth it gratifie finners in their Sins, and.confes-

%x}txly pleafe Satan, Bucthisit doth therefore goc:
oftiie‘: ;::l:ws f_n_o: ( forit cannot be denied J thac the generality:
ey cfco 1gnorant p,erfons,worldlings, drunkards,baters-
faodliness, Sroiare very “ealous for Epifcopacy, whilel} multi-
tades:
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tudes of truly confeientious people have been againftit? And
who knows not thatthey both fetche their chief Motives from:
experience > The ungodly found that Bifhops let them keep their
~ fins,and troubled them not with this precifenefs, butrather
drove away the precife preachers and peop'e whom they ab~
horred. ~ And- the godly people that. difliked Ep fcopacy,-
did it principally on the fame experience, obferving that
they befriended the wicked, at lealt by preferving them from the:
due.rod of difcipline ; but exercifed their zeal again(t them that.
fcrupled or queftioned at leaflt their own ftanding or affumed-
power, or theabufe of it.. And then further,

Argum. 3. T Haz Government which unavoidably canfeth fo-

; parations and divifions inthe Church, isnoztos
be reflored under any pretence of its Order and Peace 2 But fischis
the Englifb Epifcopacy ? therefore ;. ere.

I know theclean contrary is firongly pretended , and they Sce my Pre=

_ tell us that we may fee  how Epifcepacy kept men in Unity ,-face to Mr.-

by the many Se&s that fince are rifen. Bur lec it be obferved, P Olf o
1.. Thar thefe Se@s were batched inthie feparacion which w‘as‘g"’,“rz‘f,r’g:c)}
caufed by themfelves. 2. That theincreafe hath been fince there . rolerated
Wwas no Government at all. 3.Itwas not Epifcopacy, but the onlyasPres—
Magiftraces Sword whofe terror didattend ir, that kept under byeericand
. herefiesin that meafure that they were : ‘Had Epifcopacy ﬁood““he.e‘;’l‘gre".‘ :

. : ; .. gational-way

onits own legs, without the fupport of fecular force,.fo thatit 3re, doth anyy
might have workt only on the confcience, then you fhould have man'think iz=
feca more Se@s then now. Do you think that if Epifcopacy were would caft o
10 Scotland inthe Cafe as Pcesbytery is now, withonz the Sword ‘g:;gf;
to-enforceit , that it would keep fo much Unity in Religionasis 3
there? Its known in+France and other places that Presbyrery -
hath. ka.PE more Unity,and more kept out Herefies and:Schi{:'rns,
even without the Sword, then Epifcopacy hath ‘done’ with'it.
4.-But ‘the thing that I fpeak of it undenyable; that ic- was*
the pollution of our Churches that caufed the Separatifts in ‘the -
Bifhops dayesto withdraw. Thiswas their common-cry-againi:
us, Your Churchesbear with Drunkards, Whoremongers;Rail-
ers; open Scorners:at-Godlinefs, - withwhomathe Scripture bids-
usnotear; Andweconldnor dedy it +- fortheBifliopy ~did:&u£ “
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itfo, by keeping out all effe@ual Difcipline. Only we told

them, thatit was the Prelates fin, and no theirsthat could not
helpir, and thata polluted Church might be a true Church. A_nd
~fo the Difciplinarian Non-Conformifts were fain by many pain-
~ ful writings to fapprefs the fpirit of feparation, or elfe it had
been like to have overwhelmed ail, My, fobn Pager, Mr. Brad-
Jhaw, M. Arthur Hilder/bams, Mr. fobn Ball, Mr. Brightman,
Mr. Pasl Bains, Mr. Dod, Mr, Parker, Dr. Ames , and many
other fuch, were fain to make it 5 great part of their bufinefs,
to quench the fire of feparation, which even their perfecutors
kindled by the exclufion of Difcipline. And yet the fenfe of
the Churches uncleannefs was {o deep in mens minds, thatit had
bred fuch abundance of difcontended humors, that they eafily
broke out, and turned into this diforderly {warm which we have
feen, asfoon as the wars had but given them liberty.
And even to this day it is the uncleannefs of our Churches,
( wherein I would the Paftors were wholly innocent ) which

Argum. 4. T Hat Epifcopacy which degradeth all the Pres-

bytersin the Diocefs, or canferh them to [ #[pend

the exercife of an Effential part of their Office, is mor 10 be reftored

under any pretence of right order, or peace. But fuchwas the late
Englfp Epifcopacy: therefore.

I confefs this is the fecond inconvenience which followeth it,

which T think utterly intolerable, where there s any pofsibility

of aremedy. TheMajor1 fuppofe will be granted. “For though
an Office may be unexercifed fora time on fome {pecial reafon,

yet if it be ftatedly fufpended, and. thae fufpenfion eftablithed
by Law or Cuftom, during the life of the Minifter | this is

Plainly a deftroying or nulling of the Office it felf, and not to be
endured.

And that itis not to be endured appeareth thus, 1. Becaufe
the Office of the Presbyter is of Divine Inftitution, and thfcre-
: ore
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fore not to be nulled by man. Inever yetread or heard of any PRt
more but one Divine of any reputation who denyed that Pref- scc;eﬁ/i per-
byters as now called are appointed in the Scriptures, and I think, petye funs
that one hath deftroyed his caufe by it, of which moreanon. due; Presby-
2. Becaufe the Church cannot withany fafety fpare the Office ferorum &

of thePresbyters, becaufe they are many, perhaps many hun- ?ﬁffb”ji‘m :

dred to one Prelate : and if fo many of Chrifts Officers be laid by, woco cum omni -

itis eafie to fec what lofs the vineyard and harveft may fuftain,  Ecclefia veteri»
The Minor I prove thus. That Epifcopacy which taketh from eos; g4 Ee-
the Presbyters the power of Church-Government, and alloweth }c‘:{i"{’; P
them only the power of preachingand adminiftring Sacraments, 4. egicationes,
and thofe other parts of the work which they . diftinguifh from Sacramentis
Government, do thereby defiroy the very Office of the Pres- & elavibus 5
byters ( and fo degrade or fafpend them ) But the late Englith g’;ﬁ:;;”"“
Epifcopacy taketh from the Presbyters the power of Church- ;50 -
Governing ; ¢c. therefore. ¢ he meaneth:
The Antecedent is well known by thofe that know their Canons, infeparable ¥

claim and conflant pra&icein England, till the time of their ex- fo drbi Sies

\ ’ {eparable fromz
clufion.  That the Confcquence is currant appeareth thus. al;)rcsbytet foi

Church- Government is as real and as effential a partof the Pref- have the Pow-
byters work and office s any other whatfoever. Therefore they er of the
that take this from him, do deftroy his Office. _ e
The Antecedent is proved chus : if thofe Texts of Seripture paz_zléﬂ,}@
which mention the Office of Presbyters, A4fs 20.and 14.23.
. and many orher places do fpeak of Presbyters as now underftood,
and not of Prelates, then Ruling is as much «ffentizl to their
office as Preaching. Thisisproved, 1. Fromthe exprefs words.
of the feveral Texts, which make them ©verfeers of the flock,
A8 20, 28. and to be over the people in the Lord, to whom
they are to fubmit, 1 The/.5.12,13.and Rulersof them,whom:
they muft obey, as wellas Preachers tothem, Heb 13.7,17.24-
1Tm345. 2. Its proved from common Confent.. For,
1. Thofe that think thefe Texts fpeak of Presbytersas now un-
d"ﬁ‘)?di do moft commonly confefs this fenfe of the Texr, viz..
that it makes them Rulers ; only fome of them add, that
- themfelves muft be Ruled by the Bifhops. 2. He that denyer&
thefe Texts to fpeak of fuch Presbyters, doth eonfefs thatthofe:
of whom it doth fpeak, are certainly Rulersof the Church.
And thet 1 affime : But the generat vote of almefk all Expe-

g\
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ergo.eft Ordi-
nare Paftores :
neg id offici-

; ( 4‘0 ) . he Apoftles daies
Id and new, Epifcopal and others from the Apoftle P
gflo;;?v, as far as we.?cangmow by their writings, did take the

s :
Texts, at lealt many of them , to fpeak of fuch Presbyte

' n
= 3 A . to be take
win eis comperir and 1 think che rew expofition of one man, is not

{ 2

qua bifus anr
#lliygs Ecclefie
Paflores funts
Led qua min-
[z Ecclefie
Latholice.

in all
againft the Expofition of the whole fircam of Expoﬁtxf)er; "t]ben
ages, without betcer reafon ro evince them to have gf £ ;l v
any L have yet feen produced. At leaft, all the Epilc gis i
-vines except that one man, and thofe that now follow S
Expofition, mnft yield to what I fay, upon the authority o

Grotius ibid. Texts.

}P.27 .
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But if this Divine were in the right, and none of tge(ec {hus.

(ZZ ol tf{z“l;i be fpoken of Presbyters, yet I make good my Antcc; enneith o
Epifeopi ) efi For 1. If Presbyrers be of humane Infticution, chen

CHI- m2ris
Prieshyteyis id
Commune ha-

; WG oy ) : by Di-
Preaching or Ruling is any Effential part of their Office T
vine Tnftirution becaufe they have nose fuch : and therefore

. 2 il ¥ - x is ro.
bent quod aliis Y fay one is as effential as the other - that is, neither

207 preefint 5
babent tamen

s o tod ial a
But yet of their humanly infticuted Office, it is as effentia

- in the
part {till : for if it be true, that there were no Presbyters 14 t
3/iud Epifiopa- :

&ey quod nemin;

Paftori (uh-
Sunt 5.atg,
adze dubium
eff, Epifcopif-
Wiy an meris
,;??Jefbylerir
veltins aung-
meventir. Idey
PAg:320.

Church till abour Ignatius his daies

they were inflicuted ( whether by God or man) they were as

truly made Rulers as Preachers. "And therefore we find their
Ignatins ftill calling on the people
as the Bithops. And Hizyons tells us, ( Epiff. ad Evagr. ) h?i:'
long the Presbyrers governgd the Churches Commmuni Confilios

y Common Counfel or Confent, and how themfelycs at Alex-
andria chofe out one and made him the;

tells usenough of the Presbycers rufj
with the Bithopin his time « fothat h

out the Presbyters. Much more proof may eafily be brou}gh,C 9f
this, but thar [ find it now acknowledged, and £ ic is needlels.
T willnor go far, by only note 3 few Canons, efpecially of the
fourch Councij of Cﬂ‘ft/?ﬂge. Can.za_ iS, (o7 EPiﬁ'opﬂI n}_t[l{#f
€ aafam andiar abfgre prafenti Clericornm fuornm ;, aliognin ir-
PELA eritefen entia E pifcops, m}‘c/e,‘;“mm prafentia confirmetnr-

Can22. Epifeops fine Confilio Clevicorsm Jnornm _Clericos
B ordinet ; ita nt Civinm qﬂ}nﬁ;(n', & Ccongiventiam, & tefti
Monitm qruarat. T :

Can. 29," E pifcopns i Clerico vl lasco crimen impofnerst, at
Ancarnr ad probasisnens in Synodsum,

: ; :
yet its certain that whe

-

Can.

to obey the Presbyters as well -
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© Can. 32. Irrita erit donatio Epifcoporum, vel venditio,vel com-
“mntatio rei Ecclefiaftice, ab[q; connivenia & [ubfcriptione clevi-
corsm, :
- Can.34. Ut Epifcopus in quelibet loco [edens flare Presbyterums
%0% PAtiatHY. ;
Can. 35. Ut Epifcopusin Ecelefia in confefln Prsebyterornms
Jublimior [edeat = Intra domnm werd collegam (e Presbyterorum
- effe cognofcar. :
Can.36. Presbyter qui per diczcefes Ecclefias regant, non & quse
bnfliber, &c.
Can. 37. Diaconnsita f¢ Presbyteri ut Epifcops Mimfirums
" effe cognofcar. ;
~ Here you fee thac Bifhops may not Ordain, hear any caufe,
accufe a;Clergy man or Lay-man, not give, fell, or Change any
Church goods, without the Presbyters : and that he is their Col-
legue, and muft not let them ftand if he fit, and that they Rule
- the Churches through the Dioceffes, and that the Deacons are
Servants as well to them as to the Bifhop. 4urelinsand Augsfiine
were in this Council,
If they that think it uncertain whether Presbyters be menti- ComnsiPref-
- oned in the New Teftament,and that think they began about Jg- g’;: sy
“watigs his time, do mean that yet they were of Divine Apoftoli- Mbmwﬁ-aith
cal Inftitution, then they ftrike in with the Papifts in making the Hier.
Scriptures to be but part of Gods word,and infufficient to reveal See Greotins
all Divine in&itutions about his Church -Government,and Wor- s/ '{;'3 §47"
fhip,andfo we muft look for the reft in uncertain Tradition.Nay gggv,?nigt c
Iknow not of any Papift to my beft remembrance that ever Brclgcy is noc
reckoned up the Office of Presbyters under their meer unwrit- of Divine,
ten Traditions. E}rxiieg;’i?d
~ If théyfay that they are of Ecclefiaftical Epifcopal Inftituti- yany Cites
- on, not by infpired Apoitles, but by Ordinary Bifhops, then had many &
- 1.They makeall Presbyters to be jare Epifcopali, and Bifhops gf‘{l“ds‘?:f
- only and their Superiours to be jure Divins,as the Italians in the = ;Ch?f;nd chiag
- Council of Trent would have had all Bifhops to depend upon preshyrers »

the Pope : But in thisthey go far beyond them ; for the Italian excep(t On}-iz?:;
P - tion ( as Hier.
. and chyyfof. ) may doall chata Bifhops and he addech , Quid obfiat quo minks id it
#ierpretemur ut Picshyteri neminem potuciint ordinare contempto Epifcopo 2 » 5
¢ And pag, 359. He fhews thar where Bifhops are not , Presbyters do rightly ordaie,
p - See Fll:: beginning of Bifhop #fhers Reduction of Epifcopal Government.
~ : ar G i Papifts
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Papifts themfelves thought Preshyserie jure Divio. 2. Either
they, may be changed by Bifhops who fet them up, ot not: If
they may be taken down again by man, then the Church may
be ruined by man; and fo the Bithops will imitate the Pope
Either they will Reign,or Chrift fhall not Reign, ifthey can hin-
der it : Eicber they will lead the-Church in their way , or Chrift
thall have no Church: If man cannot take them down, then
1. It {eems man did not Infticute them . for why may they not
alter their own infticutions? 2. And then it feems the Church
bath univerfal ftanding , unchangeable Inftitutions, Offices and
binding Laws of the Bifhops making : Andif fo, arenot the
Bithops equal to the Apoftles in Law making, and Church Or-
dering ? and are not their Laws to us a5 the word of God , and
that word infufficient ? and every Bifhopwould beto his Dio-
cefs, and all to the whole Church, what the Pope would be to
the whole.

3. Morcover , how do they prove. that ever the Apofties
gave power to the Bithops to inflicute the order of Presbyterie?:
1know of no text ofScripture by which they can prove it And
for Tradlt}o_n, we will not take every mans word that faith he
hath tradition for his conceits, but we rcquiyc the PfOOf-’ The
Papifts that are the pretended keepersof Tradition,do bring.
forth none as meerly unwritten, but for their ordimesinferiores:
and many of them, for Bifhops as diftin& from the Presbyers;.
but not for Presbyters them(elves. And Scripture they can plead:
none ; For if they mention fuch texts where Pas/ bids Zit#5;
ordain Elders in every City, ¢ic. they deny this to be meant O
Elders as now,but of Prelates whom Z'izus.as the Primate or Me-
tropolitane was to ordain: And ifit be meant of Elders, then
they are found in Scriprure, and of Divine Apoftolical Inftitu-
gon. e .

4,Ifthey were Inftituted by Bifhops after the Scripture was

written , Wasit by one Bifhop, or by many ? If by one, thes:

hOW came th?t one to have A.u[hority to impofe anew Inﬂi[utl’
on on the univerfal Church ?- If by many, eitherout ququn-
cil,orin ; if out of Council, it was by anaccidental falling into-

onemindand way, and then they are butas fingle men to the-

Church : and therefore ftill we ask,how do chey bind: us? Ifby

many in Council;, 1.Then let them tell ns. what Council it :;::;

=
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that Inftituted Presbyterie, when and where gathered ,and where
we may find their Canons,that we may know our order,and what
Authors mention that Council. 2. And what authority had that
Council to bind all the Chriftian world, toallages ? if they fay
it bound but their own Churches , and that age; then it feems
the Bithops of Esgland might for all that have nulled the Order
of Presbyters there, - But O miferable Exgland and miferable
world , 1f Presbyters had done no more for ir, then Prelates
bave done ! 3 :

I'conclude therefore that the Englifh Prelacy either degraded
the Presbyters, or elfe fufpended torally an effential part of their
office : for themfelves called them Reftors, and in ordaining
them faid, [ Receive rbe HolyGhoft : whofe finsthou doft remit
they are remitzed | Whofe fins thom Asft retainthey are retained
And therefore they delivered to then the Power of the Keyes
of opening and thutting the Kingdom of Heaven; which them-
felves make to be the opening and fhutting of the Church,and the
Governing of the Church by Excommunicacion and Ablolution:
And therefore they are not fit mento ask the Presbyters ; By
what anthority they Rule the (hurch , by binding and loofing,
~when themfelves did exprefly as much asin them lay, confer the
Power on them : And we do no more then what they bid usde

tnour Ordination ; Yea they thereby make it the very work of
our office © For the fame mouth, at the fame time that bid us
L # ke anthority 1o preach the werd of God 7 did alfo tell us that
whofe fins we remit o retain they are remittedor retaned: and
therefore if one be an Effential, or true integral part ar leaft of
our ffice, the other is fo too. From all which it is evident, that
1f there were nothing againft the Englifh Prelacy , but ‘?“ly this
that they thys iufpend or degrade all che Presbyters in Exg-
47d,3s to one half of their office, it is enough to prove that

they fhould not bereftored under any pretence whatfoever of
Order or Unity,

G 2 V ’ Argum:
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Argum. §. T Har Epifcopacywhich giveth the Governmen! of

A _the Church, and management of the Keys of £

communication and Abfelution into the handsof 4 few. Lay-me#,

1 have,ic and .- while they take them from the Presbyters, is not to bereftored under

can produce  @ny pretenceof Unisyor Peace : But [nch was the Englifh Prela
ic undecthe gy therefore, &c.

hand an‘g feal, The Majoris plain: becaufe it is not Lay-men that are tobe

whercin he ~ Church Governours, as to Ecclefiaftical Government 3 Thisis

forbids thar  beyond Queftion with all fave the Congregational, ‘and they

:::Zn%?gfgﬁ would not hiave two or three Lay men chofen, bur the whole
S o Congregation to manage this bufinefs. .

ders thouldbe __ Fhe Minor is known'by common experience, that it was the
a Chancellor: Chancelor in his Court , with his affiftants and the Regilter s .
&r‘cdoct?;fsiow—fs and fuch orlicr‘meer L’ay- men,that mgnaged this work. 1f icbe -
of all the clor-’fmda‘thﬂt ghey,did it as the Bifhops Agents and Subftitutes, and
ruptions, & c. therefore it was he that did it by chem ; I anfwer, 1. The Law -
They muft for PUEIL in the Chancellors, and the Bifhops could not hinder -
5‘;,,‘;;! ‘;;’,;‘ it. 2.1fthe Biftiops may delegate others to do their. work,then
profic have - feems Preaching and Ruling, Excommunicating and AbfolVing
inftrumencs  MAaY as wellbe doneby Lay-men as Clergy men: Then they
gccogdinglx : may commiffion them alfo to adminifter the Sacraments: And fo
So.the Regi-_ theMiniftry is not neceffary for any of thefe works,but only 2 Bt-

fters, Pro- : Wb 8
fors, Appara—mop to depute Lay-men to do them;which is falic and confufive:

tots, were poffiinsin ger ' 2 . = : :
M}‘i,{crigzs,? &[5’; : genus bomipnm s | G.Geodman, Bifhop of Gloc. in the Preface.ra his Twe

. e L ism i g s B

5 iy T Hat Epifcopacy which necellarily overwhelmeth

wilt == the fonlsof the Bifbops with the moft hairons

&niits of megledting rhe many thoufand. [onls whole charge thty

to beejf)ﬂfﬁ,’” {,m"m be reftored for, Order or Peace (For menare not
Such isth “é el".’ed with fuch hainous fin on fuch pretences) Bwt -
the Bédn:fs ”gf'hﬂ' Prelacy : and that not accidentally, througt =
greatnefs of of the menonly , but unavoidably through the -
2 ;o their charge, and the Natural Impoffibilicy of their
of fo ;:,:n v;ork. How griavous a thingit is to havethe blood -
that vl»mnYtaoufands charged on them, may foon appear.  A0¢ -
*+.Man. thac. undertakes himfelf the Government of ‘Wg e
thyge
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three,or five hundred thoufand fouls that he never feeth or
knoweth, nor can poffibly fo Govern, but muft needs leave it
undone - ( except the fhadow ofa Government whichis com-

mitted to a Lay Chancellor, ) doth willfully draw this fearful
Guilc upon himfelf. :

Argum. 7. Hat Epifcopacy whick is the produit of Prond -
. Ambiion and Arrogancy,contrary to the exprefs
command of Chrift, is nottobe reffored for Order or Peace. But
Juch is the late Englifh Prelacy:therefore,¢5e- -

The Major is undoubted. The Minor i¢ proved thus. Were-
it not for pzoud Ambition men would not firiveto havethe do-
ing of more work then an hundred trmes as many. are able to
do, and theanfwering before God for as many fouls : Buc the -
Euoglith Prelatesdid ftrive to have the work and acconnt of ma-
ny hundreds : therefore,¢e.. ‘

_ The Minor is proved and known by experience. And the Ma-
jot is proved thus. 1.From the commonaverinefsthatall men -
have to labour, exceffive opprefling labour, and that fpiricual
too. 2. Fromthefeclf-love that is naturally in all : Nomancan
natnrally and rationally defire that which would tire him, op=
prefs him, and finally damn him, - without grear repen-
tance, and.the [peciall: mercy of God, unlefs by the power of
fome luft that drawech him to it. 3. And common pradence will |
teach men not to thruft themfelves into impofiible under akings.
If we (ee a man defirous to have the Rue of a whele County
under the Prince, andthat there f{hould be no Juftice. of
Peace, or .o:he: Magiftrate to Rule rherebuc he , chough. be
know that he muft anfwer it upon his life, if the = ouncy benat -
well Ruled as to the punifhing ofaliche knowndruokrds,fweac- -
ers, adulterers. ¢gec, inthe(ounty; may.notany man feg thac
Ambition makes chis man in a manner belides himelf, or efe he -
would never fet {o light by - his own life,as cercainly and willfully
tocalticaway b undertak ng a work which be knoweth many \
menare unable to perform : - And Ambition.ic muit needs be..be- \
caufe Honour and Preheminency is. the bait and chingconrended ;
for,. and chereis noching eletodoit. . And how fxpreﬂy-dofh, e
Gafforbid i o s Apyfis, g chem, L iy el
. 3 «; - L
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wot be [o = but e that will be the greateft hall bethe fervant of ;” ]
Luke 22.26. Asthe old Rimer harh it [ Chriftnsdixit 9 ”’:
loco , Vos non fic, nec dixit joco: dixit [uis ergo iffi Crphs f"’”é
non certe Chriffi ) Speaking of the Prelates. .l own not [ :
Cenfure, but | own Chrifts prohibition. Certainly th_e Honou
is but the appendix for the work fake, and che work 1s the f;:'
thing and the main of the office, AndI would know whether
they would ftrive thus for the work and the terrible account,
without the honour and worldly gain. Nay do they not deltroy
the work, whilethey quarref for the doingof it, for the hon(;r
fake ? It it werethe Churches good and the work that they 10
much minded, they would contend that fo many fhould bave
the doing of it as are neceflary thereto, and not that none {houtl,
doit butthey. He that would turs all the labourers out of the
Harvelt aving himfelf, in all chis County, that he may maintaif
his own priviledge, I fhould chink doth not much mind the §00
of theowner, or the well doing of the work, or his own fafety,
if he were ro an{wer for all upon his life.

PR

Argum. 8. T Har Epifeopacy which [o far gratifieth lazy Mi #

Sfersas'to cafe them of the moft painful, t ronblefom
and hazardous part of their work,, is ot to be reflored for order or
#nity : bus fuch was the late Englifyy Prelacy : therefore, &c.

The Major is undoubted. The Minor is before proved as t0
the work it felf. And as to the quality and confequents, experi-
ence pucteth ic paft all doube, that the work of Government
§nd Overhght,isincomparably more troublefom then the prcach-.
ing of a Sermon, Baptizing, adminiftring the Lords Supper,
and praying with them. When we come to touch men by perfonal
reproof, and make that publike, and that for difgraceful fin¢,
and fufpend or excommunicate them if they be cbftinate, ufa-
ally we do not only turn their hearts againft vs, but they rage
againft us, and could even be revenged en us with the cruelleft
Tevenge.  We find that all the Preaching in the world doth not
fo much exafperate and enrage men, as this Difcipline,. I can
.n::ad]] the moft cutting and convircing truths, in as clofea man-

at'as ‘am able, to notorious wicked livers, and they will bear it
patiently, and fay it wasa good Sermon, and fome of them l{ay

- 3 : that
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that they care not for hearinga man that will not tell them of
their fins. And yet call them to an open confeffion of thefe -
fins in the Congregation, or proceed to cenfure them, and they
will rage againft us as if we were their mortal enemies. The
Bifhops let all thefe men (almoft) alohe; and therefore never
exafperated them : and fo now they rage the more againft us,
and love the Bifhops the better, becaufe they were never fo
troubled by them.

And here T cannot but note, how groundlefs that accnfation
is of fome Prelatical men againft the Confcionable adverfaries of
their way, when they fay, the Presbyters would fain have the
Reins of Government in their own hand : which may be true of
the unconftionable,that know not what it is that they undertake:
but for otbers, itisall oneasto fay, They would fain have all
the trouble, hatred and danger to themfelves. Thefe Objeters
fhew their own minds, and what it is that they look at moft
themfelves : and therefore think others do fo :its dear boughe:
honour that is purchafed atfuch rates of labour and danger. L
here folemnly profefs for my own part, that if I know my heart,
Iam (o far from thinkingita defirable thing to Rule, much lefs.
to Rulea Diocefs, thatif I mightfo far gratifie my carnal de-
fires, and were not under the bond of Gods Commands, and.
fo were it not for fear of finning and wronging mens fouls that
are committed to my charge, I would give, if I had it, many
thoufand pounds, that I might but Preach, Pray, Read, Baprize,
adminifter the Lords Supper though1 did more then I do in them,
and be wholly freed from the care and trouble of overfight and
government of this one Congregation,which is further required..
O how quiet would my mind be,were[ but {urechat God requi- -
red none of thisat my hands, nor would call me to any account:
for the negle& of it ! And thac this is not my cafe only, but
the common cafe to find Difcipline fo troublefom, is apparent
inthis; that the whole body of the Nation ( for the generality);
have contended againft it thefe many years, and in almoft every

Congregation in England, the greater parc do either feparate -

from the Minilters, and forbear the Lords Supper, or fome way:
oppofe it and withdraw, that they may avoid it.. And moft of

the Miniftersin England, even godly men, do much, if not alto--
gether negled it So that fome through a Carnal indni&ﬂgglf;

.
3 i Ak o s




-moft of that with cwo
‘s which he may weil o
‘Pline. Now I know n

(48>

their own eafe and quiet, and to avoid-mens-ill wdlf ; and f?;?;
through the grear oppofitions of the people, or for O“,fl chis
caufe or other, do let allalone. In fo much, asevenhere i i
County where we have affociated and engaged our felves to ok
execution of Difciplice, *this work goes on fo heavily as wed .
and need not mention further : when yet therc is not a dai ;
omifsion of Sermons and other Ordinances : fothat its f*PPa““ll
that its it which all lazie, carnal, man.pleafing Miniftersmay W;

comply with, ‘as that which fuites their Carnai Interefls, to be
free from the toil and care of Difclpline. £

If you fay, why then do the Bifhops defire it, if flef

blood beagainftit? Ian{wer, Experienceand the impofsibility

of performance tells us, that it is not the work,.buc the eﬂél’g;
name and honour that they took up : and that indeed t_h§ : eo
doth much more defire. Had they defired or been willing ©

the work, as they were of Lordfhips and Riches, they wou
have done it.

Argum. . b! O -Epifcopacy,  at leafp which hath [o m47)

evils as afove[aid astending it ) -which is notl ie
Gods Inftitntion, fhonld be admitted into tbe.C'burc/y. The “d
Englifs Prelacy, astothe difapproved propertiesbefore mentioneds

35 ot of Gods Inflitution : therefore it is nat to be admisted into the

Church.

The Major is confeffed by all that plead for the Fus Divish?”
of Epifcopacy, or moft : and with the qualification, from the il
confequents, will be yielded by all.

The Minor I prove by parts: 1. That the exclufion of Pref-
bytersfrom Rule, andthe putting the Government from them
into a Lay-mans hand, with the reft before mentioned, are not
of Divine Inftitution, is proved already, as much as needs.
2. If atthe prefent we yielda fuperintendency or preheminenceé
of one Paftor before others, yet the Controverfie remaineth,
whethera Prelate fhould be only Parochial, that is, only the
Prefident of the Eldersof one particular Church, orat the ut=

or three, or a few neighbour fmall Parithe

verfee, without the negle® of the Difci-
ot how any man of that way can prove
. out
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out of Scripture, that a Bifhop muft have more then one Parifh,
much lefs more then three or four, or a few. For it is confeft

‘by them, for onght I know, that Scripture doth .not determine

how many Presbyters, or Churches a Bifhop muft have under
him, ( only we fay he muft have but one :) for the main thing
-thac they labour to proveis, that a Bifhop is above Presby-
ters as 10 Ordination and Jurisdi&ion :.and fo he may be if he
‘bea Parifh. Bifhop : for a Parifh-Church may bave a Curate,
and 2 or 3 Chappels with Curates ac them, befides Deacons ;

and according to the old courfe, perhaps many Presbyters more .
that did ot publikely preach ( though they wanted not -autho~ -

rity ) but everfee the flock. Nowione man may have all that
molt of their Arguments require,if he be buc the ‘chief over this

-+ Parifh Presbytery.

_Butperhaps;they will fay, thataccording to S&:ripmré, &er}
'City only muft have a:Bifhop, and therefore all the Country
about muft be his Diocefs, though the number of Chutches and’

Presbyters uhder him be not.derermined: - ‘To which'1 anfwer,

that the word On/y, is notin Scripture : no Text faith thatit was’
‘Only inCities that Churches or Bifhops were to be feated. There:
1s no prohubition of fetlingthemin Villages: i« 7 =0 2o
It will be faid, that There is no example ofiany Biflbop buysn 4
Ciry. To whichi anfwer. 1. /Themfelves ordinarily ‘tell us.in
cafe of Sacrament gefture, and many other things, that examples
'do not alway bind affirmatively; much lefs can they prove that
they bind negatively ;. [ mean, not to de that which: was:net

done. Can you provein Scripture that there were any particular.

Churches or Affemblies for Sacraments and other WOT’“‘{P mn
Villages? If not, then is it lawful now to haveany?' Ifnot, ehen
all our Parith Churches in the Country are unlawful. ' If yea,
then why may we not have Bifhops in the Countreys without
Scripture example, as well as Churches ? for we fhall prove thaé
the.reaf:n\why::herew«e none or fow Bifhopsin the' Country,’
was for want of Churches for them to overfec. The LOIPCH
was not then preached, ot any Bifhops placed inimany Nations
of the world +it doth not follow therefore that there muft be

R none fince. 2. The reafon is evident why Churches and Bifhops

were firlt plaoted in Cities s becaufe there was the greateft

Concourfe of people : not that God loves a Citizen better thead, -
S0 s T v B e

- Countrey”,
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Countrey-man, or that he will have his Churches fo limited to:
foil; or piace, or fcituation : it is the number of perfons where-
ever they live, that muft be regarded, thac the Church be not:
too great nor too fmall : bue if there be the fame number of.
people Cohabitingin the. Countrey, as-one of the Apoftolical
Churches did confift of, thenthere is the famereafon to have 2
Church and Rifhop in that Country Village; as was then for:
baviogone.in a City. 3. Elders fhould be ordained in every,
Ghurch, and. therefore Bifhops ( for fome of them fay that
thefe were Bithops ) But Churches may bein Country Villages ;.
therefore Eiders and Bithops may beim Country-Villages, 4. L
prove from Scripture that there were Bifhops in Villages, or out

" of Cities thus. Where there wasa Church,there was a Bifhop.But:

ina Village there was a Church ; therefore. The Major I prove.

Afrom 4ct14.23. compared with 1 7im.3. They ordained them

ﬂﬂﬂ: li;_);}vefy Church or Church by Church:but thefe E!ders at:.-
ed Bihopsin 1 Tip, 2. by fc f intaine
Sheiah, P 178.3 ’(z_lrnd y fome o tha_t'way( maintai

_ Fortlie MinorX'prove it from Rim.16.1. where there is men-
tion of the Churchat (enchrea: but Cenchyea was no City, but:
as Grosins fpeaks, Porsus Corinthioram, ut P irens Athenienfismy,
Vi1Z. a4 ﬁum-; Saronicum : apparet ibi Ecclefiam fwiffe € briftiano-
", Srot. in AQ.18.18. €4 in Rom.16, 1. wife ¢z Downam ,,
Defen + Pag.105. who .out of Strabs faith | it was thg. Port.

that ferved moft : : -
Cibid. ) that o operly for: Afia. But Bifhop Downam (aich

Corinth, baviy : bl
Fignedro i - fog 70t & Bifhop er. Presbytery, but a Presbyter 4f-

' 10 before he faith, 4y« Church,; he means a Compa=-
;{) :{ ﬁC' brifsans having a Bifyop a]ud Presbyzery. ] But if he will
r.g' e hx:e a Church as that the Prelate fhall enter the Definition,
f&\c: P;?:' 3 Whellprove that every Church hada prelate. And’
Church i!;rcro' may be proved to be Neceffary to every.
tions as hay gp“ will fay, you mean. only fuch congrega-
P : cb famarcb.‘ Bat it was denominated-a Church,
fo Befo‘:“e ﬁs ’ di;(-);: they had Presbyters ordained to them, and’
Tongregar ? b ithops : when the Apofties had converted and
that theg 3 dt- em, they were Churches, And the Texc faith
: ;ch,‘: ordained them Elders in every Church, or -Church by
72805 and therefore Cenchrea being a Charch, muft bave fuch .
‘ : Elderss

enchrea was a Parifh (ubordinase tothe Church of

S e e e S it S IS o R
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Elders ordained to it, according to the Apoities Rule.- And
thatic was a Parith with one Presbyter fubje to Corineh, is all
unproved, aod therefore to no purpofe.

5. Yetl prove thacthe Englith Prelacy on their own grounds,
- isnot 7are Divino in that it is againft the word of God, accord-
- ing to their own interpretation, of which next.

Argum. 10. T Hat Epifcopacy which is conrrary to the werd

of God, or Apoftolical Inflitution, according to
thesr own interpretation, s mot tobe reftared. Bur Juch is the late
Englify Epifcopacy : therefore, &c.

1 prove the Minor (for the Major needech none : ) according
to their own interpretation of 7. I.5. and other Texts ; Every
Ciry fhould have a Bithop, (and if it. may be, a Presbytery. )
( And fo many Councils have determined, only when they grew
greater, they except Cities that were too fmall : but fo did not
Panl) Bucthe late Epifcopacy of Exgland is contrary to this : for
one Bifhop only is over many Cities. If cherefore they will needs
have Bpifcopacy, they fhould at leaft have had a Bifhopinevery
City : and though we do not approve of confining them to Cities,
yet this would be much better then as they were: for then
1. They would be nearer their charges and within reach of them.
2. And they would have fmaller charges, which they might be
more capable of overfeeing ; for there would be ten or twenty
Bifhops for one that benow. If they fay that except Bath and
Wells,Coventry and Lichficld, or fome few, they have but one Ci-
ty. Ianfwet, itsnot fo. For every Corporation or Burrough-
Town istruly #irss; and cherefore thould bave a Bifhop.Let them
therefore either prove that a Market. Town, a Burrough, a Cor-
poration, is not 7éak, or elfe let every one of thefe Towns and
Burroughs havea Bifhop, to govern that Town with the Neigh-
bouring Villages by the confent and help of the Presbyters of
thefe Villages, (according to their own grounds.) Andifit were
fo, they would be no more then Claffical Bifhops ac moft. 3
- Perhaps they’le fay that, while we pretend to take down Bi-
fhops, we dobut fec up more, and would have many for one,
while we would bave évery Corporation or Parifh to have a Bi-

fort of Bifhops which we would exclude and which we wou'd
R e - AT 2 multiply.

Objeét.

fhop. To which | anfwer, its true : but then it is not the fame 43/
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Objest. 2.

Anfw,

- inan hinderance o

- obﬂiqaﬂcy'ig hainous fi
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maltiply : we would exclade thofe Bifhops that would undertake: -

two or thrée hundred mens work themfelves, and will rule A
whole Diocefs’alone - (“or by a Lay Chancellor ), when every
confcionable man that hath Fijthfully tryed it, doth feel the -
overfight of one Congregation to be fo great a burden, th‘}t"
it makes him groan and groan again. * We would exclude: thofe -
Bifhops that would exclude all'others in a  whole Diocefs, that:
they may do the work alone, and (o |cave it undone, while they
plead that it belongs tothemto do'ic. ' If they will come into the:
Lords Harveft, and exclude from the work of Government,
the Labourers of a whole County or two, we have reafon (0
contradi& them. But this is not to bring in more fuch Bithops:
asthey that will fhut gut others, but to keep in the neceffary la-

- bouring Bifhops whom'they would fhut out. Nor do.we fhut:

out them themfelves as Labourers or Rulers, but as the excluders
of the Labourers or Rulers. [f we havea Church to build that.
requireth neceffarily two hundred workmen, and fome Pillars -
in 1t €0 Ere&, ‘of many hundred cun weight,if one of the work-
mea would fay, that it belongs to him to do it all himfelf, or ¢t
leaft' when the materials are brought to the place prepared; (0
rear and order and place every ftone and pillar in the building, I
would no otherwife'exclude the vain pretender then by intro:
ducing neceffary help that the work may be done ; and I thould

think him aGily Caviller chat would tell me, that whileI exclude

.‘,{’,C‘fk&i,fl!le;; when bis very fault copfilted;
o hir , at neceflary muleiplication,
vlaknowrr:;hat fome will fay, that we feign more work then s t0
¢ done; and we would have the fentence of Excommunied-

him, T do but muttiply
£

-~ fion pafs upon every light offence. T anfwer ; thatits a thing :

that we abhor : we would have none Excommunicated but for

o e 3 0 31I00us fin g when they will 'not hear the Church
< terkm?gcp 'Vate admonition. ' But theres much more of the:
Wot' 0 GOVCm{ncpt tQ:be done on me‘n_that are not Exc‘om—
?}unxcable, to bring them to Repentance, and open confeflion, .
&? manife(tation'of that Repentance to the fatisfaion of the :
& éurn:b +bat wl}at gc?i we plead how great the work is V{Ihg it
~ yman may {ee before his eyes, and experi utteth be--
yond difpuce ?y 1. S, 304, sxpetioncs, PRNSIS 2%
Furthermore that the Englifh Epifcopacy is difonant fromall

Scripturé
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