
multiply : we would exclude thofe Bifliops that would undertake 
two or three hundred mens work themfelves, and will rule a 
wholeDiocefsalone f o r by a Lay Chancellor) when every 
confcionablc man that hath faithfully tryed i t , doth feel the 
overfightof one Congregation to be fo great a burden, that 
it makes him groan and groan again. We would exclude thole 
Bifhops that would exclude all others in a whole Diocefs, that 
they may do the work alone, and fo leave it undone, while they 
plead that it belongs to them to do it. I f they will come into the 
Lords Harveft, and exclude from the work of Government, 
the Labourers of a whole County or two, we have reafon to 
contradict them. But this is not to bring in more fuch Bi&ops 
as they that will fliut out others, but to keep in the neccffary la
bouring Bifhops whom they would (hut out. Nor do we l h u C 

one them themfelves as Labourers or Rulers, but as the excluders 
of the Labourers or Rulers. I f we have a Church to build that 
requireth neceflarily two hundred workmen, and Lome Pillars 
in ic to Erect, of many hundred tun weight,if one of the work
men would fay, that it belongs to him to do it all himfelf, or at 
lealt when the materials are brought to the place prepared, to 
rear and order and place every ftone and pillar in the building, I 
would no otherwife exclude the vain pretender then by intro
ducing neceflfary help that the work may be done and I fhould 
thmk him a filly Caviller chat would tell me, that while I exclude 
him,! do but multiply fuch as he; when his very fault confined 
1 1 1 x l h i n d e r

u

a n c 5 o f *at neceflary mulcipHcatiorL 
1 %' - K 7 n o w t h a t / 0 ^ e will fay, that we feign more work then is to 

oe aone • and we would have the fentence of Excommunica-
A9fn «on Pals upon every light offence. I anfwer • that its a thing 

ob^n/r ° / : W € W O u l d h a y c n 0 R C Excommunicated but for 
? 3 m h a , n o a s fin j when they will not hear the Church 

^ r ^ ^ P n V a t ' a d m o n i t i o n - But there's much more of the 
work of Government to be done on men that are not Excom-
mumcable to bring them to Repentance, and open confeiliof, 
for mamfeaanonof that Repentance to the fatisfadionof Ac 
<Uiurch : but what need we plead how great the work h which 
every roan may fee before his eyes, and experience putteth be
yond dtfputer 

Furthermore that theEnglifti Epifcopaey is diflbhant fro»aI* 
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Scripture Epifcopacy, I prove thus. The Scripture knoweth but 
two forts of Epifcopacv : the one General, unfixed as to any 
Church or Country or Nation ; which was not called Epifcopa
cy in the firft times: the other fixed Overfcers of determinate 
Churches appropriated to their fuecial charge : thefe were called 
Bifhops in thofe times ; whereas the former were, fome called 
Apoflles, from their immediate miffion and extraordinary Pn-
viledges; or Evangelifts, or Fellow-labourers and helpers of 
theApoftles, or by the like titles fignifying their unlimited in
determinate charge.But our Englilh BiOiops are neither of thefe : 
therefore not any of Scripture appointment but dirTerent from 
them. i . They are not of the Apoftolical Order of General 
Mmifters: for i . Their principal work was Preaching to con
vert, and congregate, and then order Churches-., but our B i -
fhops feldom preached, for the moft part. 2. They were not 
tyed to any particular Church more then other, favc only as 
prudence diredcd them f o tempore & renata, for the fuccefs o f 
their work for the Church Univetial • nor were they excluded or 
reftrained from any part of the world as being another mans 
Diocefs; favc only as prudence might direct t h m f o r the com-
mon good, to diftribute thcmfelves pro tempore, This Is appar.ens 
I . by ChriftsCommiffion,who fenderh ihem into all the world, 
only by certain advantages and particular calls fitting Peer 
more for the Circumcifion, and Fd*t for the Uncircumcihon 
when yet both Fet.r and P^/and '11 the reft, did preach and 
look to both Circumcifion and Unc.rcumcifion. z. By .the Hi -
ftory of their peregrinations and labours, which (he* that . i vy 
were-notfo fixed, whatever fome writers may ungrounde^ly. 
affirm. Eufihms ( difcreditingby fabulous matures the l.ghr-
er fort of hisTefhmonies, and cenfured by M e r e g i o n by 
GeUfius and other, ) and fume w.th him, do tell us of fome fuch 
things, as fome Apofiles being fixed BiOiops, but with no fucU 
proofs as fhould fatisfie a man that weighs the contrary 
tions of Scripture, and the difcord of thefe repc,. t e r * / ™ o n & 
themfelvec. Only it iscertain, that nature it felf r *" 
ftrainthem that as they could be but in one place -1 on1 , 
they could not be in perpetual motion : and prudence * ould keep 
thenlongeft in thoVphces where moft work was to be done. 

And therefore M B a b ° d e * ™* • 
H 3 
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bourmg parts o f vJfia, did nor make him the fixed Diocefan B i ; 
ftiopor Ephefus. 

And what I fay o f theApoftles, r fay alfooF many fucb Itine
rant unfixed Minifters which were their helpers, as Silas, Apollo, 
£«r»AbAjyTittistTimothjt&.c. For Chough Timothy be called 
by fome Ancients the f i r f t Bifliop of Ephcftts, and Titns of 
Crete; yet i t is apparent they were no fuch fixed Minifters, that 
undertook a Diocefs durante vita, as their proper charge, which 
werethen called Bifliops j but they were Itinerant helpers of the 
Apoftles in gathering, planting and firft ordering of Churches. 
And therefore Titus was left in a whole Nation or large Ifland, 
to place Biftiops or Elders in each City, andfet things in order, 
and th.s butitill Paul come, and not to be himfclf their fixed Bi -
inop . and Timothy is proved by Scripture to have been unfetled 
^ f e L a ^ a 5 a h c , P e r o f p*»l> after chat he is by fome fup-
poiea to be fixed at Ephefus. I will not neediefiy aftum agere: 
,Vnk H y m a n t b a t i s u n r atisfled of this, read impartially Mr. Print 
^nbifliopmgof Timothy and Titust and note there the Itinerary 
ZllTv^7 from Scripture T a t f . i f therefore our Bifhops 
would h a y c been of the Apoftles and their General helpers race, 
tney lhould have gone up and down to gather and plant Church-
« , and then go up and down to vifit thofe which they have 
panted, or i f they live where all are Enchurchcd already, they 
bv the n 8

r t°o! , p a ? d u O W n t o P r e a c h to the ruder fort of them, and 
toffeethat a f l i M t e t W°H C ° f ! ! b d u c racn f « » h c r to Chrift, and 
a n d 5 a d m ™ L ^ , m J c r

r

s ^ey come do their duty .reproving 
d ? f e ^ f t ^ t t a ^ f e . b ^no t fo rb ld y d i /g them 
wea^nc w l g Winging only to them. And by Spiritual 
i T a n d l r b v m 2 d h a v e d ™ " Snifters to this 

zV Andi as f 0 S < ° f w h i c h m o r e a n o n ' > 
Bngl i f t p r l ^ ^ ^ f i x ^ ? , f t

t ° P s o f Ap 0 f t 0 l icalInft i tut ion,our. 
M & S l b ' r t V A T h k c t h e m ' F o ' d»e fixed Bifliops efta-
Church.- ^ n f r K P ° 4 , W / r e o n ! y Overfeers of one particular 
particular C h U r c h « ^ P J c I a t e s w c r e t h e Overfeers of many 
«*«ftme with the o l d B S E * * ^ E n S , i ( h P ^*tes were not 

The courfe rhar E n ? P S ° f l b e A P o f l l c s W K t p t i o t t . 
°y g i v i n ^ m V f a L d C i r d a t C S t ^ e t 0 d u d e l h i s a r g ™ C n t " 
w e a t y i S ! L ^ ^ f i l , I t , 0 l l o f a P*™cular Church. That 

y "oittiercforehavcaay unprofitable ftrifc about words, 
I 



I Hi all fignifle my own meaning. By a Particular Church I 
mean an AfTociated or combined company of Chriftians, for 
Communion in Poblick Worfhip, and Furtherance of each other 
in the way to heaven,under the Guidance of Chrifts Church Of
ficers, (one Ettier or more;) fuch as are undivided,or Churches 
of the f i r f t order commonly called Ecclefit Prim* y as tocxi-
ftence, and which contain not divers Political Churches in them* 
A family I mean not : for thats not a Political Crrarch,having no 
Paftor. An accidental company of ChriftiansI mean not.Forthofc 
arc no Aflbciation, and fo no Political Church : [Nor do I mean 
a National, or Diocefane or Clafiical Church, or any the like; 
which are compofed of many particular Churches of the firft 
order, conjunct. I t is not of Neceffity that they alway or moft 
ufually meet in one Congregation: bccaufe its poflible they may 
want a capacious convenient room, and its poflible they may 
be under perfecution, fo that they may be forced ro meet fecret-
ly in fmall companies ^ or there may be fome aged weak people 
or children that cannot travail to the chief place of Meet-
ingi and fo may have fome Chappels of cafe, or fmaller meeting. 
But ftill it muft be a number neither fo big, nor fo fmal! as to 
beuncapable of the ends of Aflbciation, which enter the defini
tion • how ever weaknefs, age or other accidents may hinder 
forae members from that full ufefullnefs as to the main end,whith 
other members have. So- that they which are fo many, or 
Hve at fuch a dtftance as to be uncapable of the ends,are not fuch 
a Church,nor are capable of fo being: For the number will alter 
the fpccies.In a word.it cannot,! think.be proved that in the Pri
mitive times, there was any one fixed Birtiop that Governed and 
Overfawany more then one fuch particular political Church, 
as was not compofed of divers leflTer political Churches: nor that 
their Churches which any fixed Bifliop overfaw were more then 
could hold-Communion in Worfhip in one publick place, for fo 
many of them as could ordinarily hear at once ( for all the fa
milies cannot ufually come at once: ) they were not greater 
then fome of our Englfli Parifhes are, nor ufually the tenth part 
fo great. I havc been informed by the judicious inhabitants, that 
there arc fourfcore thoufandin<?#7«Cr>>p/f ^4^Pari(h in X w ' 
d&n : and about fifty thoufand in Stepney, and fourty thoufand 
m Stpnkhreu There cannot any Church ia Scripture be found \ 

http://word.it
http://think.be


that was greater, nor ncer fo great as one of thefe 
not the Church at Jerufalem it felf of which fo much is fold. fso 
not i fyou admit all the number of moveable Converts ana a 
Journours to have been of that particular Churcb,which y et• w 
not be proved to have been fo . l know Bifhop Dam** doth wiu 
great indignation Difpute that DiocelTes were before Panines, 
and that it was more then one Congregation that was co -
tained in thofe Dioceffes ; We wil l not contend about the name 
Diocefs and Parifh , which by the Ancients were ^mcurn^ 
ufed promifcuoufly for the fame thing : But as to 
thing fignified by them, I fay that what ever you call i t , *y 
cefs,oraPariih, there were not near fo many fouls as in ionic 
EnglirtiParilhes- nor take one with another, their Churcnes 
commonly were no more Numerous then our Paruhes, nor 
numerous. A Diocefs then and a Parifli were the fame thing, 
and both the fame as our particular Churches now are > ' 7 ! 
the Ecclefia prima, or Soccities of Chriftians combined unae 
Church-Rulers,for holy Communion iaWorfhipand Dilciplme. 
And there were no otherwife many Congregations in one 
Church, then as our Chappies of eafe, or a few meeting in a 
private houfebecaufeof rainy weather,are many Congregation 
in one Parifh. The forefaid Learned and Godly, (thougn 
angry ) Bifriop Downame, faith Defli.z.cap.i. page 6. that 
deed at the very firft Converfion ofCities, the whsle Numb** °J *\ 
people converted , being fome not much greater then the N***' 
ber of the Presbyters placed among them, yvere able to make but * 

fmallCongregation,TJCall that Church then a Diocefs or.a Panin* 
•I care not , fo we come near an agreement, about the proporti
on o f Members that the definition be not overthrown, and the 
ends of it made impoffible by thediftance number, andunac-
quaintednefs of the members that cannot have any Church com
munion immediately one with another. I f there be no commu
nion, how is it a Church ? Nay or i f there be no fuch commu
nion as confiftsin mutual affiftance and cOnjundionin Wor-
ihip, and holding familiarity alfoin our convention (whicft 
l&e excommunicated are excluded from ; And i f a communi-
A f l w ? *?e' k i s € i t h e r ^mediate by the members themfelves 

I ^ f ; o r e I f c b u t Mediately by their Officers or Delegates. 
* n t be only by the latter Mediately , then i t « not the &-
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cleft'a prima,but ortai I t is an ajfociatim oj federal Political 
Churches: For that is the difference between the communion of 
afingie particular Church , and many combined Churches,that 
as the firft is a combination of perfons and not of Churches, fo 
the communion is held among the- Members in common 
whereas the other being a combination of Churches, the com
munion is maintained orderly by Officers and Delegates, joyni'ng 
in Synods,and fent from the Congregations. I f therefore it be an 
Immediate ordinary communion of members in Ecclefiaftical af
f a i r s , ^ . Worfhip and Difcipline, that is the Particular Church 
that I intend, call it what you will elfe,and whether there may be 
any private meetings in it betides the main body, or not,as poffi-
biy through fomc accidents there may be; and yet at Sacrament 
and on themoft folemncoccafions, the fame perfons that were 
at Chappels orlcfs meetings.rray be with the chief AfTembly. 

But I (hall proceed in the proor of this by the next Argument, 
which will ferve for this and the main together . 

7(1 0'i> h'jlirj'-
nrr rft 

Argum. 11. Hat fort of C hu>ch Government may mofi fafe-
rj(T ly be now pratlifed which was ttfed in the 

Scripture times, an & than lefs fafe which was not then ufed. But 
VJPI ft*. G°wrnment of many Elders and particular Churches by 

one Bijhop { fixed, and taking that as his proper Didcefs,fuchds 
the Englijh Bijbops were ) was not ufed in Scripture times.There 
fore it is nstfo fafe to ufe it or refiere it now. 

The Major is proved hence : i . In that the Primitive Church 
which was in Scnpcure times;was of unqueiUonable DivineTn-
fhtution , and fo moft pure. And it is certainly lawful to 
practice that Church-Government which alone was pracTifed 

WJT b V a ! l t h e Church in the Sen" pture times of the New Teftament. 
2. Became we have no certain Law or Direction but Scripture 
for the frame of Government as jure Divino- Scripture is Gods 
fufficrent and perfe&Law.lf therefore there be no mention of the 
Practice of any lach Epifcopacy in Scriprure,no nor any precept 
for the practice of it afterwards, then cannot we receive it as of 
Divine Inftiturion. The Objections fhallbe anfwercd when we 
have proved the Minor. 

And for the Minor 1 (hall at this time argue from the Concef-
I fions 



(ions of the moft Learned and Reverend rr an that at this time 
hath deeply engaged himfclf in defence of Epifcopacy, whodotii 
grant us all thefe things following, i .That tn Scripture timeŝ they 
were the lame perfons,and of the fame office that were called Bi-
lliops and Presbyters. 2. That all the Presbyters mentioned m 
Scripture times, or then inftitutedf as far as we can knowo had a 
Power of Ordination. 3.And alio a Power of Ruling theCfaurcn, 
Excommunicating and Abfolving. 4. That there was not then 
in being any Presbyter ( fuch as the Bifliops would have in 
thefe times ) who was under the Biftiop ofa particular Church 
or Diocefs. His words are thefe % And-although this title of 
Wl&S&b Elders, have been alfo extended to a fecond Ordir t» 
the Church, and is now only in ufe for them, under the Name of 
Presbyterj , yet in the Scripture times it belonged principally , *f 
not alone te Bijbops; there being no Evidence, that an) of that Je-
i f m order were then infiituted, though foon after, before the 
ung of] gnacius 8 pi files there were fuch inftituted in all Cheches.] 
5 it is yielded aho by him that it is the office of thefe Presby
ters or Bifliops to Teach frequently and diligently,to reduce Me* 
rctick^to reprove, rebuke, Cenfure and abfolve, to vifit all the 
lick and pray with them, &c. And therefore it muft needs follow 
that their Dioceis muft be no larger then that they may faithfully 
performa'I this to the Members of i f . And i f there be but one B»-
fliop to do it,lam moft certain then by experience that.hisDioccfs 
mult be no bigger then this Par»fli tnor perhaps halt fa big.<5*And 

Dr.H.Dife. l C ™ T d s f o l I o w ^ ^ t in Scripture times a Particular Church 
4, p. zoS. cor.iiiied not orfeve al Churches aflbcated^or of fevcralCon-
[. § 9- p'"*s grcgacions ordinarily- meeting in fevcral places f'orChriftiancom-
wnujqttequaj,. m u n i 0 n 
-jerum cjje : • 1 , . . « / 7 , J- "f-,, 
quod pro eoncefo frmitur (in ma chtiatenon fuiflc pluns Spifcopos ) ' $m** enim m 
T,hm111 7 f-'l PJT f , m u l Spifmimn:um 0 j f c M tame* Ware qm t* &jf 
^ f S T , CktWjfQrmd»*lfls ApoMU M'fdB addu<ii^vtrjifor: 

Jan dialeitts& aUqiwidWibus d-sjmith 'q^HS dm itidem Zpitcopi fwfm, & divif* 
KKYtfoifprafidemu. 
Epi 
vis Epijcopus tfjti,'mudurn. Pmbyieri conflitHti fmt, Viacom tauturn « i M i ' w f ^ 4 ' 
Epijcopi* adiunltU, 

Mark well the {rating G f the queftion by Dr. H. Diflcrt. Epift.§. 36,3 is The controver
t s not Qubifs demm nomnibus. 'cogm.ii fm'mt ecclefmwRettms, • fed an m 

IQ| ' (twilari 
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R/WiUn Ecclefidi a* ad plures, potejlas ifta devemvit. N*s admv-m JmgHlawn Pr<efeftkM» 
quern exfamofiorc Ecclcfi* ufn spifcopum vtilgb diclnws, poteptem ipm m fmgulari Cwtu ex 
ChrM & Apoliolorm inftkutiouc mnqu-am no* pertbmip apmamus.J You Tee here that it 
IshizrmftnvulmScclefix^ &\_m 3 that he affirmeth an Epifcopacy of 
Chrifts and the Apoftles mftitution. And fuch Biftiops nwit Churches m £,igla/td have 
already. 

reunion in the folemnWbrfhip of God,but only of theChriftians 
of one fuch Congregation with a fingle Paftor (though in thac 
we diflent and iuppofe there we- e morcPaitors then one ufually, 
or often.) That this muft be granted with the red is apparent. 
1. The Reverend Author faith as Bifhop Downam before cited 
VThat when the Gofpel was firfi preached by the Apofi/es and but 
few Converted, they ordained in every City and region, no more but 
a Bijhop and one or more Deacons to attend him, there being at the 
prefent fofmal ftorc out bf which to take more , andfo fmali need 
of ordaining more, that this Bijhop is conftituted more for the fake 
4 thofe which fauld after believejhm of thofe which did already.] 
2. And its proved thus: I f there were in Scripture times any 
more ordinary Worfhiping Aflemblies on the Lords dayes then 
one under one Bifhop, then cither they did Preach, V™Y* 
Praife God and adminifter the Lords Supper in thofe Affem-
blies, or theydidnot: I f not, then i . They were no fuch Wor-
fliipping Affemblies as we fpeak of. ? . A n d they fhouldf in 
againftChrift who required it. 3.And differ from hisChurches 
which ordinarily ufed i t . But if they did thus, then either they 
had fome Paftor ( Presbyter or Bifhop ; to perform thefe holy 
adions between God and the people, or not: I f n 0 V - h w n r d y 

fuppofe thatLay. men might do all this Minifteriai work,mw o , 
Sacraments, Prayer, and Praife in the name of the A 1 l e ™ J \ \ o-
And i f fo, what then is proper to the Miniftry?'then rarewe i 
(hopsand Presbyters too. I f not,theneither thc%{™?m?c^ 
in two AtTemblies at once performing the Holy Worftirp or w i 
in their communion ( but thats impoflible ' ) or eiic tie: m ^ 
fomeaffiftingPresbyters to do i t ; But thatsdenyea- * 
fore it muft needs follow that the Church order, conitituuon 
praftifed Government which was in Scripture nines, was u , 
that a fingle Worth.pping Congregation was that• P a ™ ™ ~ 
Church which had a Presbyter or Bifhop ( one or 
watched over and ruled that only Congregation as his Dl<*** 
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proper charge, having no Government o f any other Church 
( Congregation ) or Elders. Dcfafto this is plainly yielded. 

Wel l : this much beingyielded,and we having come fo far to 
an agreement, about the a&ual Church ConftitutiOn and Go
vernment of the Scripture times, we defire to know fome fuffici-
ent reafon,why we in ihcfe times may not take up with tha Go
vernment and Church order which was pradifed in the Scripture 
times ? And theReafon that is brought againft it is this - Becaufc 
it was the Apoftles intention that this fingle Birtrop who in Scri-
pturet.me. had but one Congregation, and Governed no Pref-
byte^s fhouldarter Scripture times, have many fettled Con
gregations, and their Presbyters under them, and fliould have 

?fordainingchem, &e.To this 1 anfwer, i . The In-
tentions of mens hearts are fecret till they are fome way reveal-
eo. No man of this age doth know the Apoftles hearts but by 
rZ f T r l w b a t t l

1 f " I S / h e r e v e l a t i o n c h a c Proveththislnten-
not vef find K 1 G W ° f d ° r D e € d ' ^ t h e 1 C a ° " 
Wo4 o f t h e A n i l "I ° f P r ° G f W h , c h t h * y bring from any 
bvter r r ? ^(hnn tl^I , W h C r e C 1 C h e r ^ Power to this Pref-
b) er or ^ f o o p t o Rule.over many Presbyters and Congregati-

£ » M I ' H i " 1 " : N ° r V« w h ^ they i o fo much as .foretell 
that fo it fh. l lbe. As for thofe of / W t o Timothy andTit^ 
.Tl!, ^ m t *»-EM*r, and receive not accufationagatBft 
Z'Z u'rl"*e\tv?.or'm'«Wkmfftsi the Reverend Author af-
flStW ° c E ; d e r / P f esbyte s under fuch Bi-
fl^ops . w ™ fpeak of , butthofe-B Oio^ themfelv? s, whom 
Ttmothy and 7 W might rebuke. And for meer farts without 
scripture words, the. e is none that can prove this pretended In-
rent.on of the Apoftles. Firft, there <s no fad of the Apoftles 
themfelves or the Churches or Paftors in Scnprure time 
to proveit. For Subordinate Presbyters areconfifTed nor ro be 
Wen iKjlnnted^nt fo not exlflent: A ether fart of theirs there 
can be none. And no fa& ^ them c a r > p r o v e i c . Yet this is 
the great Argument that moil infirt on , that the practice of the 
Uiur th after Scripture times, doth prove that Intention 'of the 
-pottle? which Scnpturcdothnot ( for ought is yet proved by 
tne-m that I can find ) at all ex-prefs. Rut we deny that,and re
quire p^oofofir . It is not bare fa ving fo thatwill ferve. is it 
notpoftibleforthefucccedtng ̂ ifiiops to err and miflakethe 

••Apoftles 
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A pottles Intentions ? I f not, then are they Infallible as well as the 
Apoftles, which is not true. They might fin in going from the 
Inltitution : And their fin will not prove that the Apoltles in
tended it fhould be fo dejare, becaufe their followers did fo de 
faBo. 

I f they fay that it is not likely that all the Churches fhould fo 
fuddenly be ignorant of the Apoftles Intention, I anfwer, i . We 
muft not build our faith and practice on Conjectures. Such a 
faying as this is no proof of Apoftolical intentions, to warraht us 
to fwerve from the fole pra&ifedGovernment in Scripture times. 
2. There is no great likelihood that I can difcern that this fifft 
pradifed Government was altered by thofe that knew the A po
ttles, and upon fuppofition that thefe wlr.ch are pretended Were 
their intents. 3 I f it were fo,yet is it not impofiible, nor very 
improbable, that through humane frailty they might he drawn 
to conjeAure that that was the Apoftles in;ents which feemcd 
right in thier eyes, and fuited their prefent judgements and inte-
refts. 4, Sure we are that the Scripture is the perfect Law and 
Rule to tfe Church for the Eftabliihmg of all neceifiry Offices 
and Ordinances': and therefore if th^re be no fuch intentions or 
Inftitutionsofthe Apoftles mentioned in the Scripture, we may 
not fet up univerfally fuch Officesand Ordinances, on any fuch 
fuppofed intents. . , .. ' 

Dsfatlo we feem agreed, that rhe Apoftles fettled One Pdfhr 
over one Congrei^tionhdvhgno Pre bpcYt Under his Rule', and 
that there wrino other )i Scripture time : but Alertly after when 
Chriftians were multiplied, and the molt of the Citfe* where the 
Churches were planted, were converted to the faitlv ^ n e r 
with the Countryround about, then there were 
gations, a n d m a n y paftors , and thcrPaftor of rfttfeft Church m 
t.heCity did take all the other C burches and Payors un
der h ! S Government, calling :hem Presbyters only,anu nimieh 
eminently or only the ^iihop.Now the ^ f ^ ^ J f f u 
Whether this was\dl done er not ? ^Whether thefe 1t 

dforholj Communis them/elves inparncw^r' 
>ei and have had their orvn Pafors fet over them 

Ouches bythe A^les had ? They that deny i t , and Juft jM 
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tbett f a d , have nothing that we can fee for i t , but an unground
ed furmife.that it was the Apoftles meaning that the firft Bifhops 
fhould fo do: But we have the Apoftles exprefs Inftitution,arid 
the Churches practife during Scripture times, for the other way. 
We doubt not bat Chriftians in the beginning were thin, and 
that the Apoftles therefore preached moft,and planted Churches 
in Cities becaufe they were the moft popuJou^placcs, where was 
moft matter to work upon , and moft difciples were there; and 
that the Country round about did afford them here and there a 
family which joyned to the City Church .* Much like as it is 
now among us with the Anabaptifts and Separates, who are 
farmed to befo Numerous and potent through the Land, and yet 
I do not think that in all this County, there is fo many in Num
ber of either of thefe fe<9tsas the tenth part of the people of this 
one Parifti ; nor perhaps as the twentieth part. Now if all the 
Anabaptifts in Wtrcefierfkire, or at leaft that lived fo ncer 
astobecapable of Church communion (hould be of Mr. T V 
Congregation at BewdUy , or of a Church that met in the 
chief City }Worcefi (r. yet doth not this intimate that all the fp«* 
o f J o u ^ l n ^ , s C o u n t y is appointed or intended for the future 

K u TU D l o c c f s ; i f the fucccffivc Paftor {hould claim 
tne whole County as his charge, i f the whole were turned to that 
opinion , no doubt but they would much crofs their founders 
mind. And( i f the comparison may be tolerated ) we fee great 
A S S ^ T ^ 1 ? 1 t h e Ancient Bifliops did thuscrofsthe 
arfrl rh J"*" • W h e p w c r c n o "orichrif t ians in a City 
An«.uf *?t°y™3 P?»«, ihenhalf fomc of our Parifhes, the 
thefe^ , P ? n t r i fixe^ove™urs called Bifliops or Eiders over 

thefe Bidionc A\A i • ,, ,, y o f w b i t i o n co-working thereto, 
w h e r " t h e ! ™ T f t h " face of ground for their Diocefe 
ches were m ^ " ^ ' I P u r c h b s < " " e d before • as i f Chur-
wmber of f n „ l ^ T ^ ' l ^ t h e a c " « of Land, and not by the 
do when rf2 5 m b m » J * * i fl,oaW h*ve doneas the Bee-hives 
ctntZ Z ^ L u V ^ t o f w i r m . f o t b a t t f * old hive cannot 
S K i T ^ 1 W 3 r m r e m 0 v e s a n d f « k s t h « n » ™ t h e r h a b i ' 
Chnrr'h2 m a u C S t h e m a N c w h i v e of their own. So when a 
wiuruigrows big enough for two Churches, one part iliould 

remove 



remove to another meeting place, and they {hould become two 
Churches, and the later be of the fame fort as the former, and^ 
as free, and not become fubje&co the former, as i f men had 
right to be Rulers of others, becaufe they were Converted be
fore them, or beeaufe they dwell in a walled City, and others 
in the Villages. This Error therefore was no contrived or lud-
dain thing, but crept on by degrees, as Countries were Con
verted and Churches enlarged; we are agreed therefore de folio, 
that it was otherwife in the Apoftles daies, and that foon after, 

, J in fome places, it came to that pafs as the Prelates would have 
y ' W it ( i n fome degree.) But whether the Apottlcs were willing 
yi f y * of the change, is the Qyeftion between us • we deny i t , and ex-

I ^ / their better proof. And till they prove ir, we muft needs take 
% j f ic for our duty to imitate thac Government which themfclves 

confefs was only prallifed in Scripture times v fuppoling this the 
9 fafeft way. 

BUryer, though the proof lye on their part, who sffirro 
the Apottles to have had fuch Intentions,that Paftors of iin* 

i j V / gle Congregations {hould afterward become the Paftors of rna-
ny , 1 f h ill cx fuperabundanti give them fome R?afons for the 

*J*$\$ Negative. , v r : 

h And firft wearemoft certain that the holye/l Pafl.rs • M * ' K ^ * 
r&jM Church, had fo much Pnde and Ambition;, that, might fojfibj cofiqturiW 

w a ^ e t h c m & u i l t y °[pch a miftake as tended to the ncreafe of their:jaandtm 
tyw)$ o^npomr and rule. We find even the twelve ^ W ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ S S ^ f ^ ' 

ing in Chrifts own prefence for the Primacy, t i l l he is put fharp^ '^l%tmpm-
< " ly to rebuke them, and tell them the Neceffity of humility, fMfapextra f* 

* K 5 f y teach them better the ftate of his Kingdom. Pelmet with roa- cerdotn m 
V ' f j ny that contended againlt him for a prcheminence, and put ^W^%vet^Ar 

V V t p > n a 1 1 l i l o f e d e r c n c c s o f t n e d'gnity of his Apotllefhip wb[Cb

e'{i-rdclapfos: 
^ S t y j we find him uiinc. Peter found i t neceffary to warn the PaOors ^mmit»f. 

apnd^&*i 
tamHieraxto^*&Mv4uetud^d}gmt.itemm 7 > ^ > « C 0 ^ % ^ 
Ep'jcuporum ambition? Naxiamcnus> & propterea fi- ̂ ^ ^ f M , w i n 
fits pvpctmm m retfnehda EttpofM d%mtite mtatwi vtUeu He aaaem y 
fecH- and concluded, clnt « f t i a » ^ « ^ moh progreG t»a« h 
Apctfies citiessothof$>asit hath*U»c fince-s© oa»,- atawft wesarxAy. urtous W m 
tierhpj<r. 3 6a- 3 £xs , 

that 
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that they {hould not Lord it over Gods Heritage. And John 
d id meet with a Lording Diotrephes, that loved to have the pre-
heminence. .While they lay under the Crofs, the Bifliops were 
afpiring, and ufurping authority over one another ; or elfefitlor 
of Rome had not prefurncd to Excommunicate the Aft**1 B i 
fliops for not conforming to his opinion : What abundance of un
worthy contentions did^the Bifliops of the fir ft ages fill the 
C hurches with ? and much about fuperiority, who fliould be 
greatcft ; what fliould be the privilcdges of their feveral 
Seas; &c. Their pride no doubt was a great eaufe of their 
contention • and thofe contentions necefsirated the interpolation 
of Emperors to reconcile them that could not agree of them-
lelvcs. I f the Emperors called a Council to that end, even the 

K X ? 1 ! ! i f e I f w o u l d f a l 1 t 0 P i e c e s J and make all worfe, if 
the Magiftrate did not moderate them. Had not Confiantint 
burnt the DQcene Schedules, and done much to maintain an Uni
on among them,the fuccefs of that Council might have been fuch 
*rlTl r h a v e b e e n r o S r e a t encouragement to fuccecding ages 
tofeekformore What bitter quarrels are there between the 
moft eminent of all the Fathers and Biflieps of the Church? 
betweeniChryfofrom and Epiphamus . Chryfefiom and Theophihs 
Alexandras ; Hierom and fohn of ferufalem ; ferome and 
Mjjinits ; belides his quarrels with Chryfefiom and Aujufiine. 
I open not the concealed riakednefs of the Saints; but mention 
thofe publike doleful tragedies which made the Church aa 
amazement to it f d f , and a fcorn to the Heathens that lived 
about them j witnefs the well known cenfure ol* Ammianfit 
Mandhnus: when fo many people fliall be murdered at once in 
.contention for a Biflioprick as were at the choice of Damaftts, 
ambition was too predominant. The mentioning of the conten
tions of thofe moil excellent Bifliops, and the firft four general 
Councils, makes Luther break out into fo many admiring excla
mations, in his Treatife de Cwcilhs, that ever fuch men fliould 
Jo ambitioufly quarrel about toycs and trifles, and chiidifh 
things, and that even to the difturbingof all the Churches, and 

/etting.the Chriftian world on a flame. O f the two Churches of 
MemezvA Conftantinople he faith, It a h* ciua Ecclefi* amfotiofe 
nxata funt, de re nihili, vanijfimis & xugacijfimis ntniis, donee 
tandem utra<yue horribilitervafiata e$> deletaefk. pag. 175. This 

eaufed 



caufed Naz>ia**Lg» ( who complaincrh fo much himfelf of the 
odium or difpleafure of his fellow Bifhops) to profefs himfelf 
to be fo affc&ed, that he would avoid all AlTemblies of Bifliops, 
.hecaufe he had never feenagood end of any Synod, and which* 
did not rather rncreafe the evils than remove them ; and his rea-
fon is not as B-llarmins feigneth, only becaufe they were all 
Amans-, bucbecaufc, The de fire of contending, and of pre-
heminency or principality, and their emulation, did overcome 
reafon, ( which Luther mentioning ib. pag. 225. wondereth 
that for thefe words he was not excommumotcd as an arrant 
heretick) Who knoweth not, that kn -wcth any thing of 
Church hiftory, how the Church hath b» en torn in p tees in all 
ages except the firf t , by the diffention 01 the Bifh >ps till he 
Pope drew part of them to unite in him ? And who Anoweth 
not, that knoweth-any thing of the prefent ftatc of the Chriftian 
world, into how many fractions ic is broken at this day, and al-
moft all through the Divifion of thefe Guides? I f therefore we 
lhall imagine that the Paftors of the Church could not be tainted 
with fo much ambition as to inlargc their own DiocefTes, and 
gather the new Chuches under themfelves, when they {hould 
have formed them into the fame order and freedom as were the 
firft, we {hall {hut our eyes againft the moft full experience o f 
the Chriftian world : efpecially when the change was made by 
degrees. 

2. The fecond Reafon that perfwadcth me to ftick to the fole ^eafon 
practifed Government in Scripture times, and not to alter it up
on pretended Intentions of the Apoftles, is this : Nothing that 
tntimatetb temerity or mutability, is to bt charged upon the Holy 
Ghofl . but to inftitute one frame or fpecies of Church government 
for Scripture times, and to change it prefentty into another fpecies 
to all fncceeding ages, doth intimate temerity or mutability ; or 
at leaft, is fo l^e i t , that therefore without good proof it is noc 
to be charged 0 n the Holy Ghoft. That they are two dif t inft 
fpectes of Government is plain ; one is the Government of a 
Particular Congregation, without any other Congregations or 
Elders under that Government : the other is the Governing of 
many Elders and Churches by one fuperemincnt Prelate •. and i f 
thefe be not two differing forts of Government, then let the 
Prelate* confefs that the Government which we would continue 

K if 
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is o f the fame fort with theirs i for ours is of the firft fort -j and 
if theirs be of the fame, we are both agreed. 

And that the Lord Jefus Chrift fhould fettle one kind of go
vernment de fablo during Scripture time, and change it for ever 
after, is moft improbable : I . Becaufeit intimateth levity, or 
mutability in a Law-giver, fofuddenly to change his Laws and 
form of Government ^ either fomething that he is fuppofed not 
to have forefeen, or fome imperfedion is intimated as the cauie. 
Or i f thev fay, that it was the change of the ftate of the body 
Governed, vik; the Church ; I anfwer, 2. There was no change 
of the ftate of the Church to neceffitate a change of the Kind 
of Officers and Government: for fas I (hall (hew anon) there 
was need of more Elders then one in Scripture times; and the 
increafeof the Church might require an increafe of ^ C ? S J ^ L . 
Number, but not for Kind. There was as much need of alint" 
ing Presbyters, as of Deacons. I may well conclude therefore, 
that he that will affirm a Change of the Government fo fudden-
ly , muft be fure to prove i t ; and therather, becaufe this is the 
Bilhops own great and moft confiderable Argument on the 
other fide, when they plead that the Apoftles themfelves were 
Rulers of Presbyters, therefore Rulers over Presbyters ( and 
many Churches ) fliould continue as Gods Ordinance : many 
on the other fide anfwer them, ( though fo do not I ) that this 
Ordinance was temporary, during the Apoftles times, who had* 
no Succeffors in Government : to which the Prelates reply, that 
its not imaginable that Chnft (hould fettle one fort of Church-
government for the firft age, and another ever after, abolifhing 
that firft fo foot* : and that they who affirm this mult prove i t . 
For my part, I am overcome by this Argument, to allow all 
that the Apoftolical pattern can prove, laying afide that which 
Ocpended on their extraordinary gifts and privifedges ; but 
thenlfeenoreafonbutthey fliould acknowledge the force of 
their own Medinm ; and conclude its not imaginable that, >' 
God fettled fixed Bifliops only over particular Congregations, 
without any fuch order as fubjed Presbyters, in the firft age, 
he fliouid change this, and fet up fubjed Presbyters and many 
Churches under one man for ever after. 

I f they fay, that this is not a change of the /pedes, hut a 
growing up of theChurch from Infancy to Msturity : I *n(wer* 
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I t is a plain change of the Species of Government, when one 
Congregation is turned into Many, and when a new order of 
Officers , viz. fubjeft Presbyters without power of Ordination 
or Jurifdi&ion,is introduced,and the Bifheps made Governours 
o f Paftors, that before were but Governours of the People, 
this is plainly a new Species. Elfe I fay again, let them not blame 
us for being againft the right Species. 

3. The third Rea'x>n is this: They that affirm a change ( not Reafon 3. 
of the Govcrnours, but alfo ) of the very nature or kind of a par
ticular Governed or Political Church, from what it was in Scri~ 
pture times, do affirm a thing fo improbable as is mt without very 
clear proof to be credited. But fuch are they that affirm that Con
gregational Bifhops were turned to Diocefan'. therefore, &c. 

The Church that was the objeft of the Government of a fixed 
Biftiop in Scripture times, was, Q A competent Number of per' A p a r t i c u i ^ 
fons in Covenant with Cbrift ( cr of Chriftians) co-habiting, by Church, 
the appointment of thrift and their mutual expreffed confent,united what. 
( or ajfociated) under Chrifts Minifteriat Teachers and Guides for 
the right worfhipping of God in publicly and the Edification of the 
Body in Knowledge and Bolinefs, and the maintaining of obedience 
toChrift among them ,for the ftrength, beauty andfafety of the whole 
and each part, and thereby the Pleafing and Glorifying God the Re
deemer, and Creator, 1 Ic would be too long , rather then diff i 
cult to" ftand to prove all the parts of this Definition, of the hot 
particular Political Church. That part which moft concerneth 
our prefent purpofe , is the Ends, which in Relations muft enter 
the Definition: which in one word is, The Communion ofSatnts 
perfonallj, as AfTociated Churches conlifting of many P*™cular 
Churches are for the Communion of Saints by officers and De
legates. And therefore this communion of Saints is put in our 
Creed, next to the Catholick Church , as the end of the combi
nation. 1 (hall have occafion to prove this by particular Texts 
of Scripture anon. A Diocefan Church is not capable of tneie 
Ends. What perfonal communion can they have that know not 
nor fee not one aonther ? that live not together, nor wortliip 
God together ? There is no more perfonal communion of Saints 
among moft of the people of this Diocefs,then is between us and 
the inriabitans of France or Germany. For we know not fo much 
as the names or faces of each other, nor ever come together to 
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any holy ufes. So that to turn a Congregation into a Dioceian 
Ghurch,is to change the very fub/eA of Government. 

Obj . This is metr independency, to make a ftngle CeHre^att'. 
m, the fubjefl of the Government. Anfw. i . I am not deterred-
from any truth by Names. I have formerly faid, that its my opi
nion that the truth about Church-Governmcnt,is parcelled out 
into the hands of each party, Epifcopal, Presbyterian, Indepen
dents, and Eraftian : And in this point in Qneftion the Indepen
dents are rooft right. Yet I do dot affirm ( nor I think they J 
that this one Congregation may not accidentally be neceffitated 
to meet in feveral places at once either in cafe of perfection , 
or the age and weaknefs of fomernembers, or the fmalnefs of 
the room : But I fay only that the Church ftould contain no 
more then can hold communion when they have opportunity of 
place and liberty-, and fhould not have either feveral fettled So
cieties or Congregations,nor more in one fuch Society then may 
C

A°£ W l t h l h c E n d s - A n d c h a t thefc AfTemblies are bound to 
Affociate with other Afleroblies,and hold communion with them 
by the mediation o f their Officers; this as I make no doubt of, 
lo I think the Congregational will confefs. And whereas the 
common cvafion is by diftinguifhing between a WorfhipP' 0 ^ 
Church and a Governed Chuch, I defire them to give us any 
Scripture proof thaca Woriliipping Church and a Governed 
r ^ t v ' o 7 ^ K A l l - 6 a C * f u P P ^ n g ^ ^ we fpeak of a fettled 
t ^ £ ™ * ™ & £ ; r L f i n d f ^ & i m of Churche, 

accordingly h a v e Z r h m w m ^ P ^ r r o fome worfh.p,aBd 
b s o f f h i f t T G o m M t - And an occafional meet-
^ & ^ ^ l l h o n ^ Mhirte a p e r f o r f n f o m e W o r : 
^ T ^ P S ^ T a m o " g *ettY. But- where was there -
fuch as was- L ? a t ° ™ n a i % a Ambled for publick worfhip,' 
feeldcommuniAn^ b? , E h*Cbwrche*oiw2ie Lords daye5,and 
^e Z S i ? t " a r i l y i n worfhipi and yet h a d W a Go^ 
C S S ^ T ' Without a Presbyter they could-
t h e r e ^ " f t * Pubhke Worfbip/ And where was 
£ r t a i ^ w a * not a Church Governour ^ 
S f f l w ^ not t.llafter Scripturetime,> 
I ^ t t e l S Wor^ippmg Church without a Presbyter ( on-

eP<**ched and admimftred the-Sacraments J then 
^ ^ b e ^ o ^ ^ their own 
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proper Governour, nor any fuch Governour (fixed j that had 
more Churches then One. 

Reafon 4. The contrary opinion feigmth the Apoftles to haveal- Reafe 
lotted to each Bifiop a [pace of ground for his Diocefs,and to have" 
meafured Churches by fuch fpaces, and not by the number of fouls: 
But this is unproved,& abfurd. 1.Unproved,For there is noplace 
in Scripture that giveth the Biftiop charge o f all that fpaCe of 
ground, or of all the Chriftians that ftiai! be in that fpace during' 
his time. Indeed they placed a Biftiop in each City, when there 
was but a Church in each City 1 But they never faid, there (hall ' 
be but one Church in a City ,or but one Bifhop in a City ; much 
lefs in all the Country region.2.And its abfurd : For its the num
ber of fouls that a Church muft be meafured by , and not a fpace 
of ground, ( fo they do butco-habitc : ) For i f in the fame 
fpace of GFOundjthere ftiould be twenty or an hundred times 
as many Chriftians, it would make the number fo gr*at as would' 
be uncapable of perfonal communion, and ot obtaining Church 
Ends. I f a Schoolroafter havea School in the chief City or Town 1 

of this County v and there come as many from many miles com-
pafsasonc School can hold, and there be no more there : fo 
long all that fpace may belong to his School, not for the fpiee ! 

fake, but the number of Schollars: For-if there bearterward an 
hnndred times-as many in that fpace to be taught, they muft let 
up more Schools, and it were no wife part in the old School-' 
mafter to main-am that all thacCountry pet taincrh to his School,' 
becaufe: that it was ft) when there were fewer. So that to mea--
fare our the matter of Churches by fpacc of ground' and; 
not by number of fouls, is plainly againft the Reafon or tnc 
Relation. . v .... 

Reafon 5. Theoppofed opinion doth m p l f ^ t G ^ m * e ** J 

gardeth Cittes then Country Villages , or that Churches are tote" 
meafured according to the number andgreatnefs of Cities rathir^ 
thin according to the number of fouls. For they fuppole tnat 
every City (hould have a Biftiop iftherebe but twenty,or rour-
ty,or an hundred Chilians in i t : bm i f there be five "Ujiarea 
Country Parifties, that have force of them many thoufand1 tou 
in them, thefe {hall have no Bifhopsof their own , but.be an 
ruled by the Bifhop of the City. Now how unreaionabk this 
is^naeDhinki ihould rot behardtodifcem. For, 1. WW J 
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U t y to God any more then a Viilage/that for it he fhould make 
io partial an mftitution ? Doth he regard T e t a n y more then 
jzagubtam, or Alexandria more then Tanis, for their worldly 
Iplcndor or privileges ? N o doubtlefs i t is for the multitude of 
inhabitants And i f fo,itsmanifeft that an equal number of in
habitants elfewhere , (hould have the fame kind of Government, 
hnn - / r i ? b a ? c c

J

h a t God would have twenty thoufand or an 
S t h o u f a n i l P e o p l e i n a Diocefs ( and in feme a Million) 
conorL, ° n e C ^ u r c h R u l e r , and yet would have every ftnaU 

" der h m J S?i! n a ° t y C o h a v e one,though there be none elfe un-
th.?*u J I Proportions there in this way of Government, 
a MiH?« ? -c°rfiffymen (hall have as many Governors as 
out o f o r 3 S t h o u f a n d or an hundred thoufand SchoJJai* 

aCitv I ^"iTu , £ a v e no more Rulers, then an hundred in 

aCitV ^ Patients to look to in 
C { * a " d Country, he 

care of them X r P ! \ ? d s e v c r l a f t i n g wrath undertake the 

I p r o f e l l T d S 
men fouls - 2 O f X ' w h a c

r

t h e y t h i n k ^ O f the needs of 
own fnffiripn > r ^ r r o u r s o f Gods wrath. 3 . And of their 

damnthoufanHc J . u l d f e a r that this were but to ftriveto 
. on that penalty \ o \ e ? h e i r t l f ? ' d **? t h e m > ^ ™&™*ki"$ 

™ fore I cannot ^ under C h r i f t ; when I 
" the r ftnve t ^ l ^ ^ ^ " t h e m and I had 
« ridChanels, ^ J ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

ccefan to Z t H h t e k h e r Congregational or Di
li nl \hlr7e or\ T V M i U » * °fA%r« whole i * > 
he Privilege anH * T bm/*f<"- For i f a King will but dilTol ve 
V t h l t h h e 5 U t ^ 3 n d T k e t h a t *> which was a Ci-

therefcl n n ^ *« 1 0 h i s ^omiiiioii, then rr.uft 
every counrr £, P « " dominion. And i f he will but make 
T n d T r Z Y T ° T V t h a t h a t h f 0 u r o r five h™<*red or a thou -
and nriv I H i " " ^ m c o r P o r a ^ a ^ honour i t with the title 
ana privileges of a Gty,then (hall they have a Bifhop. More
over, thus every Prince may de jure banifli Epifcopacy out of 
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his Dominions, without diminiftiing the number of Chrift i
ans , i f he do but defranchife the Cities, and be of the mind 
as I have heard fome men have been, that Cities are againft 
the Princes intereft , by ftrengthening the people , and 
advantaging them to rebellions. Alfo i f there be any In
dian Nations fo barbarous as to have no Cities, though they 
were converted,yet muft they have no Bifhops: Alfo it would 
be in the Princes power de \ure to depofe any of thofe Bifhops 
that the Apoftles or their SuccetTors are fuppofed to fet up : 
For the Roman Emperour might have proclaimed Antiochy Ale
xandria, or any of the reft to be no Cities, and then they muft 
have no longer have had any Biftiops. And what Bifhops (hall 
Antioch have at this day ? 

Now how abfurd all this is, I need not manifeft : that whole 
Contreves (h 11 have no Government for want of Cities, chat 
Kings (hall fo alter Church Officers at their pie <fure when they 
intend it not, meerlyby altering the Civil Privilcdges of their 
people - that a King may make one Diocefs to become an hun-
dred5and an hundred become one,by fuch means. And yet all this 
doth undenyably follow, i f the Law be that every Cicy.and only 
every City (hall be a Biftiops Sea where there are Chriftians to be 
governed. 

Reafon 7. There is no fufficient Reafon given,wh) fubjeB Pref Reafon. 7. 
byters {hould not have been fet up in the Scripture times, as well as 
after , if it had been the Apoftles intent that fuch fhouldbe inftitw 
ted. The Neceftity pretended, was no necefticy, and the Non
necessity is but pretended. Firft it is pretended that there were 
fo few ' f i t men that there was a Ncceffity of for^^ance. 
But this is not f o : For, x. The Church had larger gifts otitic 
Spirit then, then now,and therefore proportionate to the now 
they might have had competent men,then as well as now. 2.1 ncy 
had men enough to make Deacons of, even (even in a Com er1. 
And who will believe then that they could find none to row* 
fuch Elders of? Was not Stephen or Philip fufficiently qualued 
to have been a fubjed Eider? 3* Thev had many that propiic-
(7ed, and interpreted and (pake with tongues in one Ai -
fembly, as appeirs, 1 Cor. t 4 . And therefore itsmanifelt 
that there were enou-h to have made Ruled Elders: At icau 
fure the Cmr chat ferufalem, where there were i o m g n ^ ^ 



. fands, would have afforded them one fucb, i f i t had been re-
quifite. 

But fecondiy, its pretended not to have been NecefTary, bc-
caufe of the fewnefs of the, people. But I anfwer, r . The fame 
perfons fay that in Ignatius his time all Churches had fuch Pref-
byters : And its manifeft that many Churches in the Scripture 
times, were more populous or large, then many or molt befide 
them were in Ignatius time. 2-Pid the numerous Church at je-
rufalem ordinarily meet on the Lords dayesfor holy communion, 
or not? I f they did, then it was but. a Church of one Congre
gation X which is by moft denyed ) I f not, then the feveral Af-

, iemblies m.uft have feveral Presbyters ( for fevcral Bifliops they 
will not hear of , ) Doubtlefs they did notcelebratc the holy com
munion of the Church and Ordinances of God, by meer -Lay
men alone. .3. \Vhac man that, knows the burden of Paftoral 
Orerfight,can fay that fuch Churches of thoufands,as ferufalenf, 
Rome, Alexandria, &c. had need o f no more than one man, to 
Teach them, and do all the.Paftoral work ? and fo.that ^/fiifing 
Ruled Presbyters were then needlefs ? I f they were needlefs to 
fuch numerous Churches then s let us even take them for need-
lefs ftill, and fet up no new orders which were not feen i * 1 S c " " 
pture times. 

.Zeaftn.% ^ e a 1 ^ $• ?&* Afoftles left it not to the Befhops .whom tbtj 
' efiablijbed to make new Church-offices and orders quoad fpcciem, 

L °*L7 t 0 o r d " ' , f i m t n t 0 fucceed others in the offices and orders 
that tbemfelves had (by the infpiratim oftheHolj Ghofl)atfointed, 

.or elfe^hrtfi before them.\ Bifhop might make a Bilhop or aDea-
con perhaps, becaufe thefe were quoadfpciem made before, and 
they ,were but to put others into the places before appointed. 

S C P t f a f r c W e r c 0 0 f y c h c r c a t u r e i n Scripture times as a/*£-
m t hat. had no power of Ordination and Jurifdi Aion, 
tnerur the B»ft 0 ps afterward fliould make fuch , they muft 
maKe a new office, as well as a new officer. So that either this 
new Presbyter is of the inftitution of Chriftby his Apoflles,orof 
^p.lcopal humane inftitution. . I f the former, and yet not initial-
ZA AC S c r , P C t , i e t i m « , then Scripture is not the fufficient rule 
and ducoverer of Divine Inftitutions and Church Ordinances--

; S e ° n c e tobte that Rule, we know not where to fix,b»c 
' wander j n that Romane uncertainty. I f the latter,then we 

muft 
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