
( 9 0 
Eucbarifi, Why WAS this, bu:' ' kad^^fpljtcet 

that aSchilmMtcal Bi/hjp w a s faU conftituere or collocarc all-
ud Altare ? and that a Bijhop and an Altar are made correlatives* 
SeeS. Cyprian Epifi. 40. 72, 7? . demit. Ecclef. And thtu 
P f " Ignacius to be nnderftood in that foreqmted pajfa^e of 
h l s v T / ' * ^ Unum Altare omni Ecclefiae, & unus Epifco-
pus cum Presbyterio&Diaconis] So far Mr. Mead. 

"opeupon the confent of fo admirable B Critick and learned 
man,it wil l not be fo much blame-worthy in me,if I fpeak fomc-
wnat the more confidently this way • and fay, that 1 think that 
r h L T " i C K n f u f l 0 n a n d Tyranny that hath overfpread the Chur-
framV «f• r ? ° m U c h f r o m t b e changing the Apoftoticai 
2 * t

o f ^ c h e s , and fetting up many Altars and Congre­
gations under one Bifliop in one ( pretended particular ) 

thefe t e rn ' C v° r f ° r U r ? & u ^ 5 r Q ^ t 0 c i t e of Ignatins, but 
to be C f s ? t h a t 1 ****** the reft thefefs neceffary 

on2*JJE5 t h J * r e a ? h a t 1 ^ m c n t i o n ^ be the forementi-
TAI US °f ? u f l t " M a n l r 2> «ted by Mr. Med, 
and by others frequently to this purpofe: In which I oMerve all 
Air P f ^ u l a r s full to the purpofe. 1. That they had but one 
C h n ^ d a V for Church communion for one 
r i ^ T w ' ^ ' r j w a s f o r wading and prayer and the Eucha-
nft.s.That the Prefidcnt(who is commonly by thofe of the Epis­
copal j udgemen t^ ^ here meant the» Bifhopj did preach 
and give thanks and adminifter the fuppcr: fo that it was ad-
minittrcd but to one Congregation as under that Btfhop of that 

h A kr h e C ° u ! d n 0 t b e i n C W 0 P l a c c s a t o n c e - 4- T h a C C 0 

the Abfent the Deacons carried their portion after the confe-
cration : fo that they had not another Meeting and Congregati­
onby ;themfeivesfor thatend. This isall fo plain that I (hall 
think it needeth no Vindication. So that were there but tbefe 
two Tcftimonies, I rtiould not marvail if Blftiop Downamfod 
extended his confefiion a little further , when he acknowledged 
(r Dcf.lL2.cap. 6. page 104. . that [ 4t the firft. and namely 
Mthe time of the Apoflle Paul,fta moft of tbe Churches fofoon after 
•their Converftont did not each of them exceed the proportion of a 

populous 
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• C s > 3 ) 
populous Congregation, 3 (And then we are not out in fo inter-
orcting the words o f T W and other writers of the holy Sen-
oture ) The next that I (hall mention ( whoever was or whea 
ever he lived J is Dlonyf. de Scclef. Hierarchical. 4. where he 
tells us that the PratfeS (who was the Biftiop,if there wc reanyj 
did Baptize thofe that were converted, and the P>esbyrers and 
Deacons did but affift him : And abundance of work he menti­
oned wh eh they had with all that they Baptized, and they cal­
led ail thc Congrtgation together who joyned in Prayers with 
theBilhopattheBaptifm. Al l vchich (hews that he was then 
the Bi(hop but of one particular Church, which ordinarily At-
fembled together for publick worftiip. For, 1. I f hehad many 
fach Churches or Congregations under him, he could not be tnus 
prefent to celebrate Bapafm in them all. Nor would one only be 
mentioned as his charge. 2. Nor is it pofiiblethat one Bifliop 
Ihould »i th fo long a way of Baptifmeas is there defcribed, be 
able to B iprtzcall the perfons in a Diocefs fuch as ours, or the 
twentieth part of thern,rriuch lefs in thofe times, when befides 
the Infants of Believers, the m oft eminent fort of Baptifm, and 
<v-eateft labour, was about the multitudes of Adult Converts, 
that by the Gofpel were dajjy added to the Church 

Gregory Thaumaturge was a* by force made Bifhop o f 
NewjJ* : and yet his whole Diocefs or City had but (even-
teen - hriftians in it at his entrance,tfeough when he died he found 
upon enquiry but feventeen Pagans, fo great a change was made 
by the Gofpel and by Miracles s But by this Diocefs of feventeen 
fouls we may conjecture what the Churches were in thofe times 
(though we (hould allow others to be an hundred time, as^reat 
they would not be fo great as the tenth part of many Panlte m 

W j S e e <hetruth of this paffage in Gre*. f f < * * ™ ? 
Qrfg. rLmatur, twice over he recites it . And B^LMagJ 
deSfir Sanc. c 19. And Roman. BretW. J>n ' S . - # £ £ 
And the Memlog. Gr*c. mentioned before Greg 
works Printed ad Paris i622 . But I (hall return to fome betore 

^ i T / n m that I (hall cite is * * * * ^ownolace 

in his Xfafbg. c. 3 9 . VC^m fumus * ' " f ^ ^ ^ S 

Jrnut ad Deum %4 f f * precanontus <m££ 



erantes. -Cegimur addlvinarum literarum Comtnemorationem 
C e r t e fidemfanclis vocibus pafcimus\fpem erigimus fiduci-

*m pgtmns, dijciplinam praceptorum nihilominus inculcationi-
furJii—^'' ' ^ w * " » « ^ 4 r i i w « l Caftigathnes, & cen­
to denT? V ? &;»fc*t*r magna cunponderemapndcer-
fi, t na 2J£%t yj%p»1*. f » # > m ****** * 
el omni, ? " J j f * w » * ' « communication Orationis,& convent us, 
Zs £ / l T n l 0 m T d i rel^tur.Pr4;dent p r o ^ feni-
h a c ' t h ] h h C a b r rlrtuilL , it * her plain 

To w t f t i T Z n l r d ° ° n e C o ^ ^ a ^ n , ; h i c h affembled 

in W o r f h ^ n H K n r P ? f i d e n t s o r S ™ o r s to guide them both 
of t h e r e A ^ i ^ y ^ : So that if there were any more 
were more R?ft„„ ° n c Particular Political Church, then there 
cifed T ^ T f e ° , C h e r s b d l d c s B ^ o p . exer-

and thatis A c l . ^ ^ o u t o f d o u ! > t b v "other place, 

m * * 4 ^ r / t 7 C e ' V

T

e d t ? ' s S a c r a m e n t o ' ' n o « but the 
d id) then t h * / e o u w S ^ l o r d l d a y a t l l ^ M i n o doubt they 
then they had Presidents A n n T ^ G o n e « g a t i o i i i in a Church 
Prefidencshcre ismeanTaKn P ( t h o u S h fey t J » t b y 

«0 do,then may w c will inter D « r , f , ! r ^ A n d ' f t h e 5 ' *"H not 

what B,(hops were in TmTlii t' " d t h e n V 0 u may f°on fee . 
«o think that they a r ^ o u h e f » r 3 5 ' e S V F o r w e h m no reafon 

s o in the fbregoina woM< l>.Viith'Fr*f'^»t probati Smhrti. 

Wberc , t f e e m s chat there w e r 7 ™ ' ®". ' " " ^ V" I 
^ ^ h i m f c I f d i d fiXhrn /no m ° r r ! ' u s 'nitured then thfe 

And 
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And here by the way let this argument be noted. Seeing its 
paft doubt that the firit fence of the word is the Catas 
or holy AiTemblv it felf, why (hould the Meeting place be io of­
ten called aifo Ecclefta in thofe times, in the borrowed fence, but 
only in Relation to the People there atfembled? and its plain 
that it was but one Congregation and not many that aflembled 
in that nl.ee : and therefore it was from that one that the Place 
is called Eccfefia. That it is oft fo called, befides this place of 
TertuWan ( which feems fo toufe the word ) I refer you to 
Mr. / iWrexercitation of Temples, who proves it distinctly in p a f i ^ S j n ' T 

the feverai Centuries. That faying of Theophrfm Antmkenasad C y p n a n ^ in-
Antoljchum feems to intimate the whole that I intend IficDe-
us dedit wunde qw peccatorurn tempeftadbus & Naafragtisjatta- ™ * ™ c

c r c 

tar, Synagogas, cjaas Eccleftas Santlas Ntmwamus tn qutbas ve- p e r h a p s 

ritatis doclrimt fervet, ad quas confrgiant veritatis ftadioft, quot- j i a v i n g yet 
qaotflvari Veiq- judicium & iram evitare volant, j So that buc**«« Al-
L Churches of ihofe times which were as Noahs Ark,and where 
fafety was to be found for the foul, were S> nagogues or Aiiem^ p r m o r d l o 

blies. So Terttil. de Idololatr c. 7. pag. ( mihi ) 17»• T ' t a d i e *d Epifc"PAm* 
have partem zelas fidei peroravit, ingenau Chriftianam ab dolt* tn m*ff*%™ 
Ecclefxam venire, dt adversaria officina in domam Bet ventreJ mHgr & 

See more places of Tertullian cited by Pamehas on this p.ace ^ J ^ f * 
nam. 29. page 177. fpeciaily fee that dt vtrg. Veland.cap. 13- J

plebisme*> 
P,->TA privata 

* Clemens Alexandras hath divers paffages t o t h e p u r P o f c ^ g i ? ' 
* fitfbem Hitivevfcffll 

yVrob'tbeamur offinc, aft mi apud nos, & apud confefares ' f ^ ^ f ? ? / ^ tantum em 
cmfamfuam J And [ ^cJJnguhrum tra£tanda fit& 
co'!egi< mas, fed & am pick ipfa muverfa J And U « ^ f / J o d u m s atq; alius o b f f * 
Uks fMantu; admtth&fufiior factus eflfratcrmtaus * k r g i U m M ^ f 
phbe<^ co:rr.nlM and hear and do 
of many Conations or a Diocefs like ours, mould be ^ " f ^ d v,ithby Cjf-
any thine, to*admiffion or exclufioi from Commamon, and be afl t l 6 f c x , 

in flifttch affairs , is not cafic to conceive. See his Epijt. $• -

^ c P ^ l l t t : ^ ^ « M l d e i»re Vlcbls in Kegi* & A ^ J Z . t t £ > I V u f l ah the Stations of Bl 0:1 dwell de \» ^fcSfbel ieVihey prove no ftufv 
fVy intimate not the fmalneTs of their Dioceffes. C J h o u ^ ^ A u t h o r ' s ^ bvhun 
thing as proper Government .in the people. ) \ e t P, Congregation of Paftors and peo-
thereto prove that d-c tcclefiA Hath. iS- refers to tae h ^ & 1 M n o t r e d t e any ot 
Pie together 5 and it will m u c h / ^ ^ ^ f e n d of Gmmsdt Imp* * « • ™& 
them, becaufeyou may there hnd tiem i» - ^ 
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now in hand. Stromat. li.y. in the beginning, he mentioned. 
theChurchand its officers,which hcdivideth only into two forts, 
Prejbyters and Deacons. But I will name no more particular per-
fons, but come to fome intimations of the point before us from 
cuftomesor Practices of the Church and the Canons of Coun­
cils. • 

Anditfeemsto me that the dividing ofParifliesfo long after 
t or of Titles as they are called ) doth plainly tell us that about 
thofe times it was that particular Pol cical Church did rirft con-
am many ftated Congregations. And though it be uncertain 

when this began ( M r Thomdikeas we heard bcfore,conjeaur-
thl A t m C ^ 7 4 ? ' d a V e s ) yet we know that it was long after 
iDc pottles, and that it was ftrange to Jefs populous places long 
arter i : was^introduced at Rome ind Alexandria,where ihemim-
Der or Y»riltuns,& coo much ambition of the Bifhopoccafioned 
the multiplication of Congregations under him,and fo he became 
R i f h l ° k C h u r c h c s ( named as one ) who formely was 
onehu?ndrL a

c

f i "8ie Church. For i f there had been enough, 
manv P.r iS °* nV W t w e n t y o r c c n ? e a r s b ^ore , to have made 
TCUI AUS°r ftated Affemblies for communion in worrtvp, 
tn £ i r h u t c h e H g h t ofNatnre would have directed them 
to nave made fome ftated divifions before i For they muft needs 
i l l rh V 1 C

 L ° d w a s n o t t h c G o d o f Confufion but of order in 
t e : Ard U ^ h re S

r ; r

 A n d t h c V h a d 'he fame reafons before as ^ 
S l k t ^ ! h t ^ t ^ J T ^ ) h e hindrance any more at 
Par ies or titles w e r e m ^ ^ ^ f ^ E * * f o u r s 

Ending perfections m , S h t > « o t w l l h : 
there ^ W h e ? a m e & ° ^ ^ " * 2 L * « " l * 
t o m e i h a t i c w a s c h c i n c r e a r f n

n ; r

i c f c w n s therefore very plain 
oo of Titles I f °* C o n ^ s that caufed this divift-

o fno more then ou^ l r i fheT ^ *e Chorches confilled 
Cities had their m e e t ^ 
they m*ht have o t h e r T b < ^ a r l ' " • ' C O m m n n I i n ' ^ rr^Lu r c '^ordinate meetings as we have now in men.9 houies for RepeatingSermons and fc^r 

BMnonrirt! M

7

r * out of J^wiw tells us of 365, 
dtftofiricks in / r e p l a n t e d by ..Patrick* fo other Authors tell 



C P 7 ) 
I us that p-atrickwfis the firft Bifhop there-, or as others and more 
^ credible, Palta-Mus the firft,and Patricks next: and yet the Scots 

in Ireland had Churches before Patladius his dayes, ( as Bifhop 
Z;/&<7"{heweth dePrimordiis EcclejfBritan.']roS\799,8oo,&c.) 
fohannes Major de geftis fcholarum li. Z.cap.Z. prioribus illistem-
poribusper Sacer dotes & Monachos,fine Epifcopls Scotosin fide 
erhditos fuijfe affirmat. ita fane ante Majorem fcripfit Jo­
hannes "Fordonus Scotichren.li. l.cap. 8. [ Paliadiiadven-
turn hxbebant Scotifidei Dotlores ac Sacramentorum Miniftratores 
•Presbjterosfolumntodovel Monachss , r/V/zw fequentes Eccleft* 
Primitive ( N . B. J Of which faith Uftier I J2*<^ pofiremum 
*bitsaccepi(fevideturqttidixerunt ( Johan. Semeca,« G/pjf* 
Decretidift. 93. ca. Legimus) [ quod in Prima Primitiva Ec~ 
clefia commune erat officiant Epifcoporam & Sacerdotum: & 
2\omina erant communia, & officiam commune ; fed in fecanSla 
primitiva caperunt dinftigui & nowina & officia.~]So that it feems 
that fome Churches they had before but Palladias and Patrick^ 
came into Ireland,** Aagufline into England, and abundantly 
increafed them', and fettled withall the Roman Mode ; So that 
it feemed like a new Plantation of Religion and Churches there. 
Yet it feems that the Bifhops fecled by Patrick fave that himfelf 
an Archbiihop was like our Billiopsj were but inch as were there 
before under the name of Presbyters, faith iW**,afcer the rite or 

* r J j fafhionofthe Primitive Church. ; 

And faith Z//&*r tfW. p. 800. [ Heftor Boethies fmjje diat 
Palladium primum omnium Qui Sacrum inter Scotos egere Magt-
ftratum d fammo Pontile Epifcopum creatum ' 
Populifuffragiis ex Monachis & Caldeis pontiles ajjumerentur. 

* fioeth Scatorum Hiftor. lib. 7. fol. 128. . . . 
And he adds the faying of BaUas, {Scnptor ^ ^ c ^ ' 

I4.cap.6.) [e^f Caleftiro illummifamattJohannesBalsas, 
af Sacerdoulem ordinem, inter Scotos Romano rttu ^ P ^ r e t ' ^ f ' 
bebant ( inquit ) antea Scoti fms Epifcopos ac' Mwftres J^x 
verbi Divini Miniflerio plebiamfaffragiis elecles, P""'^*"^ 

^ ^ ^ B mm more fieri apud Britannos videbant: Sed hac ^ o m a m s * R 

A matmceremoniofu atqae Afianoram 0f°l*»^m?V*'^ 
theipaffages it is eafie to conjecture whether tbey were Bitoops 
o f a County ,orBifhops of a Parifli that were there » t h o f e d m u 
For my part I heartily wif t i that Ireland had three hundred fixty 



five good Bifhops and Churches at this day, even when the. 
whole Nation profefs themfelves to be Chriftians. ( which then 
they did no t . ; 

To this purpofe runs the 14. Canon Concilii Agath. ( and if it 
were fo then, much more long before ) [ Siquis etiam extra <P*-
™hMS tn qmbHS legitimus eft or dinar in/q. convent HS oratoriunf 
^ereyoluemrehq^feftivi^tibHs, uttbi Mijfamaudi**, prop­
ter Jattgattonem fami/U, j„fta ordinatione permittimm. ?*[cha 

r r ^ T l EP'l?h**^ Afcenftone doming Ventectfe, 
& Natah Sanm Johannis Baptifts, & fam maxime dies in f c 

JtwnanbHs habentur, *en nifi in Civitatibus, am Parochiis M»' 
<*>*»t I Hereitappeareth that there was but one Uvtimus ordi-
^ f w w w i n a P a r i l h • though they tolerated an Orato* 
ocefs o7f? Ph r f u a h A n d t h a c a P a r i r t l here is taken for a D i -

Jslrl*9 V S P K r ° b a b l e f r o e n c h e o r d i " a r y ufe of the word by 

wordParifhhere m a ^ Z l ? ° r n ° n S ° f t h i s C o u ™ 1 : A n d f o t h e 

-ore a K u ^ t o l f r ^ W ^ ™ r d Cuh or elfe de-

«re presfatero * , J J * a ^ n f f r e

t

 au* entem tn Ecclefia benedf 

Pie w « » t

P o f ? L » P C ? t e n C » ^ w h c n thebIe f f ingof thepco . 
communion ; then fi2 S o I e m n Affembly for Church 
every fuch Affembly t c ! ^ o r h « t h a c a B i ^ P muftbe prefent in 
not d o a n d confeqiently t & T ' W h i c h c f a c P r e $ b y ' e r m i ^ h c 

then there wercBifhops A n H " 0 m o r c f u c h AlTemblies 
f very next C a n o n & & ! ^ o « fully mark 

fecHlaribu* ^ «"» the 3 1. T Mifasdte 

^ f i f i ^ « ? 7 M » l » s n o n prafumat. 
pUtn that on every l ^ d / ^ 0 ^ f ^ ^ S o t h a t i t s 

<*ionor limitation j v v e r e h c P C o P , e C f or here is no diftin-
totheend, and theBiteon ° ^ ! p r e f e n c i n c h e P"Wick worftip 
Preached ) and openly U ^ 
K* From whence ir ic * V ; J „ » urtUV tnat ihould go out>before 

ftnt with thZ to I „ , f / y . W e f £ t 0 h a v e * B i <h«P P«" 
* W d 0 S « <>f ' h e work: a n A therefore there 

were-



( 9 9 ) 
,were no more fuch Aflfemblies then there were Biftiops. 

In the 38. Canon of the fame Council we find this written 
[ Cives qui fuperiorum folennitatumjd eft, Pafcha & Natalis 
Domini, vel Pentecoftes feftivatibus cum Epifcopps interejfe neg-
texerintfluum in Qivitatibus commnionis vel beneditlionis accipi" 

end<e caufapofites fencjfe debeant ,triennio communione priventur 
Ecclefi*.] So that it feems there were no more Church-members 
in a City then could congregate on the fefhval daies for Com­
munion and the Bifhops Blefling\ therefore there were not ma­
ny fuch Congregations: when every one was to be three years 
excommunicate that did not Aflfemble where the Bifhop was. 

Moreover all thofe Canons of feveral Councils that forbid the 
Presbyters to confirm by Chryfm,and make it the Bifliops work, 
do (hew that theDiocefs were but fmall when the Bifhop himfelf 
could do that befides all his other work. 

In the Canons called the Apoftles, cap. 5. it is ordained thus 
[ Omnium alUrum primiti& Epifcopo & Presbjteris domum 
mittuntur\non fupcr Altare.Aianifeftum eftautem quod Epifcopus 
& Presbjteri inter Di acorns & reliqms clericos eas dividunt. ] 
By which it appeared that there was but one Altar in a Church 
to which belonged the Bifhop, Presbyterie, and Deacons, who 
lived all as it were on that Altar. 

And Can. 32. runs thus \_ Siquis Presbyter contemnens Epijco-
pum fuam,feorfim collegerit,& Alt are aliuderexerit^nihil habens 
quo rebrehendat Spifcopum incaufapietatis & juftitiatdeponatur 
quafi principatus amator exiftens Hac autem poft unam &fe-
cundam & tertiam Spifcopi obfecrationem fieri convemat. ] Which 
fhewsthat there was then but one Convention and one Altar to 
which one Bifhop and Presbyters did belong: So that no otner 
A tferobly or Altar was to be fet up apart from the Bifhop by any 
Presbyter that had nothing againft the Biftiop in point of Oodii-
lefs or Juftice. , , 

And 1 believe i f Biihops had a whole DioceiTe of two hundred 
or three hundred or a thoufand Presbyters to maintain, tney 
would be loth to ftand to the fifty eighth Canon which maKes 
them Murderers i f they fupply not their Clergies wants: but let 
that Canon pafs as fpurious. , 

And long after when Concilium Vafenfe doth grant leave to the 
Presbyters to preach ,and Deacons to read Homilies in Country 

3 * Q 2 Panines 



C t o o ) 
Farifhes as well asCitiesjt (hews that fuch Parities were but new 
and imperfect AfTerablies. 

In the Council of Laodicea the 56. Canon is [ No* eportet 
Presbyterosante ingrejfnm Epifcopi ingredi Ecclefiam^tf feder* 
intribnnalibns^ fed cum Spifcopo ingredi: ni ft forte ant agrotet 
Epifcopus.amin peregrinations commodoeum abt jfe conjliterit. ] 
By which it feems that there was but one AlTemby in which the 
Bilnop1 and Presbyters fate together: Other wife the Presbyters 
might have gone into all the reft of the Chur ches without the 
silnop at any time, and not only in cafe of his ficknefs or pere­
grination. r 

thZ^r^™0" f t h c C o u n c I 1 otAmiocb is the fame with 
coat or C an. Apoft. before cited ,that no Presbyter or Deacon con­
temning h>s o w n Bifbopjull withdraw from the rb*rch and ga-
I Z AlemblJ"P*rt, and fet np an Altar. By which fttllit 
f r o m X ' r ^ * w i r f \ d r a w *™ that ^ f f . m b l j ^ L to withdraw 

•Anditfcems / / X c w ^ 8 ^ t h a t ' * < *<7 /̂> had bme„e AIf4rand^fern' 
tke Churches *v r o r Church Communion. 
W n 0 t r f ° p r ^ k C™ciLCf"h"Z- 4- Can.l 5. which order the fitting of the 
S l S " ^ Church: And many de-
a t f e h " J " t h a t , U j ! « ?n the Bilhoptolook to the Church landi and 
General 80°™. a ™ diftnbute to the poor the Churches Alms, do (hew 
Council at that their DiocciTes were but ftnalUr elfe they had not been fuf -
Trul. m Con- ficient for this. 
& a n „ „ me thinks afford me this condu-
78.uwaS Or- ^ ApoOohcal particular Political Churches werefuch 
aaedthat no « confifted of one only Worfhipping Congregation ( » Con-

« e k Ae ? o i t h ! , r ^ V A , r f e e r S i a n d < 5? b * l i t t l e t h c y 4 > r t e d from this 
Baptized were r: n V n .7, 

Unop enlarging his Diocefc,tiIl he that was made at 
to fay over n r " r B l ( h o P b u c o r *°nc Church, became the Bidiop of manv, 
their Belief and1 fo fet up a new frame of Government, by fating up a new 
S hcSSbS k i n d o F P a r t « c u ! a r Churcl.es.. And thus was'the primitive Go-
tersTAnd i r v e r n m e n c . . corrupted, while men meafured their charge by the 
was not fuch c ""c u , t °* Ground, thinking they might retain the old compafs 
Dioccfles as. when they had multiplied converts, and therefore fhould have 
ours that this multiplyed Churches and Bifliops. * -
b e t o done T ? / 1 C £ i s 1 a d d c h e f e o r a t i o n s . 1. That the very Nature 
for, °t C***™ Qovemmni eels us chat a Governour muft be prefent. 
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( I O I ) P P 

m the Uwi already, and Synods mul. B " > J » JT,, i n „ o f t h c 

of the rnoft advamagious ri«»»^« ^ . ^ T ^ t L to 
duties which God impoieth: And P « « ™ ^ i n 

ouide their particular Congregations in Gods W°r in p a 
f rder thereto; Their guidance is but a fubierv.ent f a n s to that 
wor fh ip : And therefore they muft Rule 
tain doth his Company in fight, or a ? h f « « k " at enr 
Schoolmafter his School, by his own prefence.and not at many 
miles diftance by a Surrogate. ,.:™!,r Political 

2, The doftrine which makes the firft P J » ' C U ' l « i ° k e o u r 
Church to confift of many (rated W o r d i n g ™ 
Pariaies, doth fetonthe (addle, ff-not alfo hold the fo"«£toE 

a DiocelanBilhop to get up, to head thofc prepared bodies, 
?. Seeing the Presbyterians doconfefs that it is not 

( but lawful ) for a particular Political Church tc, confil of 
many WorftfippingChurches, and fay, It n>*jco»0 °»b°f*-
C o m m ™ f o n and experience will then < * « * « ^ £ . 
that it, k f i ordinarily uks»? witbthatove: feeing pe o p l t h a t t h e i n Jo .n 
know one another, and live within the reach of each other for f e whe 
common converfe.and ordinarily meet and J ™ ° f 

lick Worthip , .re. mod capable * ^ ^ ^ p ^ 1 ^ , « * 
and a Paftor capable of guiding fuch.better then otherPar.tr.es J « vhge 

that he knows nor. 1 : t - ' i . i c .w. r . f t 5 ri?c to the 
4 . H e that makes the Pallor of one Parilh the Ruler of the reft * * * * p # . 

adjoining, doth lay upon him much more duty then i i t t ing tat K / a 

Pr sbyrJic to vote in cenfures. For thofe cenfures are a W £ & , * t o 
part of Church Government, comparatively 
legations in £ « , W h a v e little or n o • G o v e " , £ a ; V , h a r l « s -
have little or non? of thefe Cenfures.; Yea " l d « d . t

f

r ^ t ^ ' f t o f £ *e W>;, 
Guidance or Government contain, a great part - f not m»tt ^ k m u f t obey, 
the Paftoral work , which a man would be l o t h i o ; « ? < ™ ^ " t o r l f s 
over toomany diftant unknown Congregations: Though herna^ 
well undertake in Synods to promote Unity, arm ^ j } . 
belt he can for the whole Church of Chr.tt. I f tbetefore tno , 
t b e C o n g r e g a t i o n a l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ S ^ ^ v 
b e f o r e i n f i f t l d o n . f e f p e c i a l l y i f t h e y ^ ' f / ^ K e y s 
miftake-ofthe Peoples having the F ^ ^ A f ^ n V ^ t i w i / . w p U a i t o 
l a m e n t , .and Wkc up for then, with » ? * » * » / « » ^ « P-
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a " V n d M l v r t ? (

; J , , e a n e e d ° 0 t ftand a t f o g " a t * d i f l a n K -
t h e p Z r n l r l f . M . l n i f t e " o f the Gofpel would tenderly weigh 
K ^ ^ r w [ k and c h a r g e d tbe dreadfuinefs o f 
fin the r a l ' o f »n 7 ™ ° f l ° a U ' c b e P o w e r a n d P ^ e n c y of 
hern t l efwouMV C h u r c h f ? j ™ ™ « > and the Ll t i tudeVof 

Goyern in^or^ M f T " « " * l « o think of the difficulties in 

o f m a m a n d X w f i , t h ' n k ' S e l v e s able to be the guides 
pa " fo / fuch , • . rcckoni» r ^ l b U r d e n 0 0 t h e m f c , v e s - a n d P r e" 
I will fay the likeTn t h J " 8 ' * f t b e y b e ° f e n d e d w i t h ">y w o t * , 
was the A u t C r o f r h , ° r d s <* cW**m ( o r whoever el fe 

3 5 . ^ . £ r T f a w o r k ) * > • « « » • 

MicL concJL? * : V m a " " H m t m £ e c U -

M detratiomm Vroomni Sccl r' ^m.A mill"> 'ft- pmcuhtAli 

ScclefiafficortcuLiter Z >"'""»«,«'»"'""'mfrimatufuo 

re, i»Chnflei^Zl ^ T \ ^ M h ( i ^ > > ^ 1 ipj!bcno-
tm nonfat hsmra divert r A r" h°mm> r , v c r * 
honor OCHU videtur, , i £ i ! ^ £ ? r f i f j ' f ™ : " T " 

So much to prove the Proportion That r'hTT ] p 
- P a c y l s n o t t o b . ^ . ^ ^ p ^ S g K 

be feparable fromThe thing ' e y m ' Sap*°{e t h a t A b u f c t 0 

Confidents 



0 ° 3 ) 

Confecjuents of that which is already fronjed. 

TO lave the debating of many great Cohtroverfies that break 
the peace and deftroy or diminifh the Charity of many, I ; 

may abbreviate the work,by giving you fome of the true fequeis 
of what hath been fufBcientiv proved. 

Conf.L The taking down of the Engliih Epifcopacy was Conf. 
( as to the thing) fo far from being evil, and defer ving l J e Acco; 
fations that fome lay upon it , , that it was a matter ot Nccei-
fity to theReforraation and well being of the Churches ot yym 
in thefeNations.lt was no worfe a work in it felf confidered,tnen 
the curing of a grievous difeafe is to the fick, and the fopplyor 
the necefiities of the poor in their indigence. What guilt hetn up­
on that man, that would have all thefick toperiih,fortear o 
injuring one Phyfitian, that had undertaken thefole ^areoi 
the County ? or that would have all the County to b v c Wi« 
one Schoolmaftcr: Or an hundred Ships to have but one P.tot, 
and confequently to periih: Haw much greater i [ ^ J j ^ 
that would have had the forementioned Epifc° W , 
the hazard of many thoufand fouls, andI • g ^ i n d ^ 
e je&ion of holy Difcipline, the pollution of the c u c » 
the hardening of the wicked, and the difhonour ot UoQf _ I H K « . 
tion not this to provoke any to difhonour th«m, but to pro o 
the perfons themfeivcs to Repentance. And I intreat themi tocon-
fidcr , how fad a thing it is, that without any great ' " ^ e m ^ 
they (hould draw fuch a mountain of guilt upon tne r louis. 
Bifhopshadtbe temptation of Honour and R'cnes. 
honour or gain have you to feduceyou, to choofe a (hare with 
other men in their fin and punifhment ? , ^ - f r A B 

I meddle not herewith the Manner ot demolifhmg b p ^ o « 
pacy, but with the Matter, becaufe I would not p o t t e r *-on" 
troverfies withthis. But I am confident thofe men tr^tuuiauy 
own the late Epifcopacy, and revile them that demount i t j nau 
one way or other feel ere long, that they have owned a very 
unprofitable caufe,and fuch as they (hall wi(h,they had let alone, 
&o4 thatit madenotfor their honour to be fo much enemas 
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C * 0 4 ) 
to the welfare of the Church,ts the enemies of the abolition o f 
that Prelacy will appear to be. 

Conf. 2. Conf, I \ The matter of that claufe in the National 
Covenant which concernech the abolition of this Prelacy before 
mentioned was fo far from deferving the Reproaches and Ac-

C X n S t h a t f ^ e { W d o r , i c b that it was juft and 
neceffary to the well being of the Church. 

In t is alfo i ^ Civil controverfie about the 

i-rntN ir " " " ' l r a i i t .• ( t o avoid the lofina of the 
F ^ 1 0 " ; - a n d n e w controver(i« ; They that by re-

r ? ' ? t h , s <n the Govenant.do own the Prelacy which 
and ^ " ^ i k w n e f h . might (hew more love to the Church 
a n d f ! , m L 0 W n / l ! a l s • bJ Pleading for ficknefs, and nakedneft, 

' t h e f f rh ;„ a K d br V P u m ° ° m ^roaches of all thatare againft 
Hieie., then by fuch own.ng and pleading for a far greater 

*' a g a i n 7 f t f h e o I d T E D S f e ^ S « > M n i f t r y , that are 
o f i t S m ^ ' a

f

n d ? r e glad that the Church isrid 

e . H f ! m n ^ ^ u k l ' ^ ? T , ' " ' 1 ( ' » , w t o t ! , e Prelates ( a tyranni-
C h u r S P n e v e r ? r h / t , S G d n e v e r " " P ^ a ™r the Primitive 
is not about t h e k i i ^ c a f e > w h i c h 

the Prelacy in i t f X n

g

r f i f . ° a t

J

b s > r

b u t 'he^eyingorrejeaing 
from an ufurpa ton tha rttft-c * T " u ^ " 
danserfdanH f« mnVt. o d oifowneth, and the Church is en-
Roofsof Srhifm „,h K T W « h h and to feek to pull up the 
fotong ' w h , c h b a v e b r e d and fed it in the Churches 

C°"f- 4 - cv S d defiJr'h T h n fe t h a t ¥ ' i m R e t h e ejefted Prela­
t e of the: Ch [ e f t ! l U

f

r a , t ' 0 n o f i c - a s t ! , ey needlefly choofe the 
m - t t a t ™ ^ T l , C , ^ f o ' t i e n , * * > a r e c l , e y not to be takenfor 
S ? ^ M 8 w M U t C 5 h e a l O U r Reaches, but rather for fuel, 
l au f t contmue them, by reftoring the main 

^ S ' H ff W e t l a d h a d f u c h an Epifcopacy as Bifhop 
i**H and B.lhop Z ^ r did propound as fatisfadforv Yand foch 
men totTMnageit, ; Epifcopacy and Peace migi t iave dwelt 

together 



fogc:,?- r in Englandto this day: I t is not the the Name of a B<-
flaoptkit hfctb been che matter of our troub!e,but the exorbitant 
Species introducing unavoidably the many mi fchiefs which we 
have feen and felt. 

ConfVL Ordination by the ejected Prelacy jnfpecie, isnot ~ 
of neceflity to the being or well being of a Presbvter or Dea- ^ 6' 
con. If the Species of Prelacy it felf be proved contrary to the 
word or Cod, and the welfare of the Church, then the Ordina­
tion that is by this Species of Prelacy, cannot be necefory cr as 
fuch defirable. '. ' • > ( 

CW". V I I . A Parochial or Congregational Pallor, having Co*//-
aiiiltant Presbyters and Deacons, either exiftent or in expect­
ance, was thcBiftop that was in the d^s of Ignatius ^fiinfTer-
tulhnn, and that Dr . Hammond defcribeth as meant m many 
Scriptures, and exiflcnt in thofe dayes. I fpeak not sow to the 
queliion about Archbilhops. 

Conf. V I I I . The Ordination that is now performed by thefe r r Q 
Parochial Bilhops (efpecially in anaffembly, guided by their 6 **J' • 
f f f f i , S j b € y o n d a H i u f t exception, Valid, as being by 
luch Biftiops as the Apoftles planted in the Churches, andneer-
er the way of the Primitive Church, then the Ordination by the 
ejected Species of Prelates is. 

Conf. I X. As the Presbyters of the Church of Alexandria c r Q 

did themfelves make one their Bifhop, whom they chofe from J' 
among themfelves,and fee him ina higher degree ( as i f Deacons 
make an Archdeacon, or Souldiers choofe one and make him 
their Commander, faith Hieromad Evagr. ) fo may the Pres­
byters of a Parochial Church now. And as the later Canons re­
quire that a Bifhop be ordained or confecrated by three Bifhops, 
lo may three of thefe ( Primitive ) Parochial Bifhops, ordain 
or confecrate now another oftheir degree. And according to 
the -anonstliemfelves.nomancan/uftiy fay that this is invalid, 
JorwantoftheConfecrationby Archbilhops, or of fuch as we 
hereoppofe. 

Conf X. Thofcthat pcrfwade the People that the Ordina- r r ' n 

nation of thofe in England and other Churches is null that is 
not by fuch as the Enghfh Prelates were, and that perfwade the 
People to take chem for no Presbyters or Paftors,that are not or-

P dained 



O o < 5 ) 
dainedby fuch P r e ! u « , and do mikean a f t o i l fepiration from 
our Churches and Mintfters, a id p-cfvide others to the like, up­
on thisground, and becaafe the M.nifters have difowned the 
Engitfli Prelacy, and withal confefs chat Church o( Rwt co be 
a true Church, and their ordination and Pr iefthw.ij fyi* »f#$ o r 

true , are uncharitable, and dangarouH/ Schiimiekal j((thW$h 
under pretence 0f"decrying SchifmJ and| many-wave, inju^ 
nous to the Church and to the fouls of men and to the nlelves. 
This wdl not pleafe^ but that I not only fp 2ak it but further mi 
mm «,ts become Neccffiry t 0 the right Information of o.*ew* 
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1 h e P r e f a c e . 

Ghr i f t ian Reader, 
F thou be hut for the intereft of Chrifii* 

atom anity, mere than of a party , and a Cordi­
al friend to the Churches Peaxe, though 
thou be never fo much revived for Ep'tfco* 
pacyft doubt not but thou andI fhallbe one, 
if not in each Opinin, yet in our Religi-

r4.i and in Brotherly a f f e f f i o n , and in tbe very bent of onr 
labours and our lives: nd I doubt not but thou wilt ap -
prove of the fcopeand fubflance of this following Difpi&ta-
tion, what imperfections foever may appear in the Manner 
of it. Forfurely thtreis that of God within thee, thxt 
will hardly fuffer thee to believe, that while Rome is taken 
for a true Church ,the Reformed that have no Prelates waft 
he none: that their Paftors are mecr Lay men, their Qrdi -
nation being Null: and cenfequtntly their adminiftr^ti-
ens in Sacraments,&c, Null andof no Validity. 7he Love 
that is in thee to all believers, andefpecially to the Soci­
eties of the Saints, and the honour and intereft of Chrift9 

will keep thee from this,or Jlrive agatnftit, as nature doih 
againft poyfon or deftruclive dtfeafes. if thou art not a 
meer Opimonift in R eligion, but one that haft been iUatfti-
nMedb) the fpiritofChrift, and felt his lore jhed abroad 
in thy heart, and haft ever had experience of fprhnd com­
munion with Chrift and his Church, in his hsly Ordinal 

I dm then venture my caufe upon tl>y\idgenunt; Go 
P J 



T h e P r e f a c e , 
among them that unchurch our Churches, and degrade our 
kMmftirs, and pcrfrvade all ptofls te fly from them as a 
fiague , and uy their doctrine, their /pin tVhe irpubl ick 
nmrfrip, their private devotion^ and their whole conven­
tion ; and when thou haft done,ccme in*o cur Afjemblie(,ind 
f f are not, if thou be impart/at, to ohjerve our imperfecti­
ons: judge of our Order and Discipline and Worfhip,together 
wtth our Dottrine and our lives: and when thou haft done 
un* church us if thou dareft, and tf thoucanft. Wejufttft 
notour fe Ives or our wayesfrom hlemijhes : but if thou be 
but heartily a friend to the Bridegroom, offer us then if thou 
rT LI f divorce, or rob him if thou dare ft of jo con-
liable a portion of his inheritance. Surely if thou be his 
friend thou can ft hardly find in thy heart to deliver up fo 
^ch ofhu Kingd0m to hU Enemy,and to[et the name of 

t f n ? n T n n r I n Z ' i M H d ^ This is the houfe o f Sa-
tan and not o f C h n f t . if thou have received but what I 

L / W r ° H g h ] a U U o t i t t l e ) thott Societies, and 
Z 'to***™" but that which I havetafted, 
rtouw ouldfi"abhor to reproach them >and cut them off from 
we portion of the Lord. 

I anThTe^lrZ *EP'A°Pa'1 "or the old conformity that 

given in the foregoing wdfollowing deputations But it 
is only the New Frelatical Recufanfs K T A H h * 
dra^heir followers from our c L c t o J Z X & M 
% n £ l ™ " * " " l b i f ' s m m > 0 r »»f< ^ennone,and 
t r i l l ° ft™'6 h ° U ^ *S tk* ">«'fi P^es for tlnk 

• acceptable worfhip Who would have thought that Iver that 
generation fhould have come to this., thatfo lately hated the 
name ojReparation, and called thofe private meltings,Con­
venticles , which were held but U due fnbrdtnation to 
vrtH n o t '* oppcfitien to them, as theirs are I 

wne would have thought that thofe that feemed to difown 
Recufancy, 



T h e P r e f a c e . 

Recttfancy* and perfected Separatifls, fhuldhave come to 
this ? Tea that thofe that under Cathoiick pretences can fo 
far extend their cbariti to the Paptfts, have yet fo little for 
none of the me ane ft of their Brethren, and for fo many Re­
formed Proteftant Churches ? Tea that they fhould pre fume 
e ven to cenfure ut out of the Ca tho i i ck C h u r c h and con­
sequently out of heavenit f elf. I have after here given ihc-e 
an in fiance in one, D r . H i d e , who brandeththe very front of 
his Rook with thefe Scbifmatical uncharitable ft gmata. 
Thefenflefs Jgueres of one D r . Sw'<id\ing,and others run in 
the fame channel^ fink, if thefe mm be Chriftians indeed, 
me thinks they fhould under (land, that as great {that I f i j 
not greater } blemifhes, may he found on all the reft of the 
Churches, as thofe for which the Reformed are by them un­
churched: and confidently they will deliver up All to Sa­
tan ; an d Chrift mujl be depofed; And how much dot h, this 
come fhort of Infiaelity? At leafl me thinks thnr hearts 
ftjjuld tremble leaf} they hear at Ufi, £ l a not lov ing the e 
y o u loved not me : in de fp i fmg and reproaching thefe, 
you defpifed and reproached me. 3 , 

And yet thefe men are the great eft pretenders next to. 
Romamfts, to Catholicifme, Vmty, and Pf&t \ Strang* t*4>-
tholicks that cut off(o great and excellent apart * f J h f f % 

tholtck Church ! And a fad kind ofvmty and 
• -itie in their rrc 

dJifputationjheycan otvn m*J~r/'*'J , ' " ,// Z\Wt 
if all the A f t e r s not a^nedbj trehtes, » H f « M 
themfelves to be meet Laymen ^ i n \ f f X ihe t i l 
and mil be OrianJ again by then,, wdtfthe 
confefs themfehes No Cheches-^receive the y.nceoj 
Churches from tbem,mH the Sacrament and CburbA^m -
hlies to be Null, invdid, or. mUtofM nil managed only bj 
TnUMdMimfitrtjben the, mil have rutt.ultmm* 



T h e P r e f a c e . 

'lien with us, and not till then. And indeedmt/ll we luyyrur 
Ccmmumenfo deer? As the jmbtyiift do ly us in the pint 
of BaptiJm,J, do thefe Becufants in the point of Ordination: 
lou-muf be Baptized fattlnne party Mr your IrtfarA Bap-
ujmwntnene. M r M p f c Ordained faith the ether fort, 
wrZa l T T 1 ? - P , e ^ ' C r s » « tivne. The upfh'ot is, 
Z l ^ f f 0fthwoP>™»>*ndpa!ties, beforewe can 
tier ! Z r f r 7 m 7 \ e r " ^refuted hy, he J the Mini-
t hef?t, f S ' f C h , i f i - *»d *» M m rfterms as the(e, we may have Vnity with any Sctf. 

VlleTtlTl\ h e a r ' y f ^ s t o Ordered Difei-
f e r Z l ' " r C h f Wgi™ them have to tde 

her l l n t f m f W Chureh-order > but whe-

whether we mutt needlTJ ' J " > m t h e 6 t h e r f l d e 

thats next u Z T (Ze'orT 
Chri/l ? r l . • r , 0 cb»rches or no Mimtters of 
ZniilZeL m a ! 7 e a f ? t h a ! U ' r m h *J heart J t n f t the 

of «, and becule i f i t t *"* >> , h t ^ 
L b true V i f e i / L . ' T L J & ^ * 2 
have KitK^i LJ C V m 1"'Jt'<»>«not, whether we mutt 
t Z J t l t f

E f ' l T l Ord'»"io»\ We all yield 
S p X * / t / ? T V ^ M a h o u t their 

dred ar tn,* U J J > e G o v c r ^ ^ over an bufi-

whether the Btfhop of ftngle Churches may not fufUce at 
lea ft as to the Beinrofeur office * J » h * j J J J J P 9 r* 
hut he churches , Fori was ordained long ago by a U f 

L f l f Z r ^ P U s b T 7 S - B u t 1 d° MtkJefere'take 
™JJ*tf 'o *>'d,fengaged from Chnfiiamy or Catholtcifm, 


