* The Preface.
=Wi0B With u3, and viot 1111 thew, And indeed manft we Luyyewr
Communien fo deer? As 1he Asubapiiftsdo by ws in the poreé
of Baptifm, [o do thefe Recufants in the point »@‘.Ordlmj’f”‘” >
Tow'muli be Faptized [aith ene party, for your Infavt Bap-
tifmwat dene. Yewmuft be Ordaineq faish the other [ort,
Jor yeur Ordination by Présbyters was wope. T he #pfhot 7s,
We muft be all of their Opinions andpar ties, beforewe can
bave their Communion, or 1o be répured by them the Mini-
frers and Churches of € brift.  And on [uch kind of terms

as the(e, we may hape Cnity with any Seét. o

If really we be nor 45 hearty friends vo orderand Difci-
Plinein'the Chuyoh 4 they we hall give them leave 1o take
7t for oy [hame, and loryin it astheir honoyr, Dat the que-
Li0n is not,whether we muft have Church-order ¢ but whe-
ther it muft be theirs, and one byy theirs'?  Nor whether we
muft have Difcipline, but whethe, it muft be only ‘theirs?
Nay,with me, 1 mufp profefs,the queflion is, on the ither fille

whetker we muft needs bave & Name and fhew of Difcipline
thats mextto none, or elfe be no Churches gy 4 Minifters ?f

and almoft dejiro‘y the Church for want of it, or by the abﬂﬁ
of it, and bemufe 15 as then exereifed ) fz';,fcaﬂ]i'ﬂmt
with true Difcipline, The queftion is not, whether we mufb
have Bifbops and Epifcopal Ordinativn, e all yield
rothat witheyt contradiction. "Byt ihe doubt ;s about their
Species of Epifeapacy, Whether we muft necds have Ordi-

nation by a Bifbop that is the [ele Governeur over an hun-
dred, or two bundred,or Very many particular Chyrchessor
whether the Eifhops of fingle Churihes mway not [affice, 4%
leaft as 1o the Being of eur office 2 1 plead not my own canfe,

but the Charches . Forl was ordained long 420 by a Bifhep
of their omn wirly Presbyters. But I do mys therefore take

) [elf to e difengaged from Chriftianiy y or. mib&lﬂi[m}
; and.

s




- T he Preface.

and bownd to lay by the Love which I owe to0 ll Chrifts mem-

bers, or to deny the Communion of the Churches, which is
 both my Duty, and | aps [ure anwnvalnable Mercy.  And 1

muft [ay,that 1 have [eenmoreof the Ancient Difcipline ex-
- erotfed of late, without a Prelate, in (ome Parifb Churct
in Bagland, than ever I [aw or heard of exercifed by the
Bifbops in athoufand fuch Churches a'l mydayes. Andi
is not Names that are Effentialto the Church, ner that will
[atisfic our expectations.

We are for Bifbops in cvery Churchy And for Order fake,
we wonld bawve one to be the chief. We diflike thofe that dif-
obey them in lawful things, aswall as you. ~ But les them
have a flock that js capable of their perfonsl Government
and then we [hall be ready to rebuke ail thofe thas [eparate
from them, when we can [ay as Cyprian ( Epift. 69. ad
Pupian.) [ Omnis Eccleliz populus colletus eft, &
adunatus, in individua concordia fibi junétus. Soli il'd
foris remanferint, qui ecfi intus effent, ejiciendi fuerant
—Qui cum Epifcopo non eft, in Ecclefia non eft (thar
is, in that particalar Church.) Cyprian had a people that
could all meet togetherto confuls or confent at leaft about the
Communion or Excommunication of th: members. Epift.
s5. Cornel- he tells Cornelius how hardthe people were 79
admit the lap[edor (candalows upon theiy return if the mani-
feftation of repentance were not full. The Church with
whom the per[on had Communion,was thenitthat had a Bi-
[hop, and was no greater then to be capable of the Cognie
zance of his canfe, and of receiving [atisfaction by bis per-
[onal penitence. 3 T

Brethren ! (for [o1 will prefumeto call youswhether you
will or not’y Seme experience hath perfwadzd mie, that if
we bad honeftly and faithfully joyned in 1he praétice of [o
much of Difcipline, as all our principles require, it would
hawe helped us to that experimmg_l knewledge ( by the blef-
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- T he Preface. .
fing of God ) which would hawe brought us mearer even in

our Principles, thenoyr idle Difpyt ations, [t’paml‘f‘f’ from
practice will ever db, - As Auguftine [aith of the difpmes

de caufa mali ( Lib, de utilitat. Credendi, cap. 18.)"

Dum nimis quarunt unde fit malum, nihil reperiunt
nifi malum ] f5 ¢ may (ay of thefe difputes, while we

thus difpute about the caufes of diforder and divifion. we
find nothing bus diforder and divifion,

Itis eafie to conj

that cry dewn Picty as precifenc(s, while they cry np their

feveral wases of order : i feems they would have ordered

umpicety : and their order mufl be a means 1o keep down holi-

”f{&, W;)Ié'lﬂ tl/l]ﬂ/t order ﬂwuld,Promotc. .T/_w/e men that

can fall in with the moft notorionfly wngodly, and favon’
and flatter thens for the ¥

rengthening of their intereft, o
tell ws what Difcipline we may expect from them. 1f they
tell s that our Churghes akfo are corrupted, and all are not
tryly or eminently godly, we'cay f4y to them as-Auguftine
(lib. de utilitar. Credend, cap.17. ) [ Panei hoc_faci-
unt, pauciores bepe prudenterq;' faciunt : fed populi
“Probant, populiaudiyne, populi favent ] yeawe can [ay
much more.

But for thofe that go
ratlers on the back, and hifs theins on ¢
diffr frem them, and are
our Miniffiy and our Churches s in takiy
their Prelacy and Liturgy,
and ovder they dp fire, and
[ach as they bave yot their
felves: the landers and rep
éredible or be accepred as
tbe conclufion [uch witn

Canfes nor with juft men ;
will ﬂ'at\dimin;]b; our reputation with €od, nor-abate his

they tell us lowder what wnity
what 4 wercy of God it is, thas
will : and though among them-

conducing to ther endsy yeb in
eles will bring nocredis'to their

lowe,

ecturc of the ends and hearss of thofe

frrther, and clap the pmplmﬂffl

0 b.’{: at ‘dgjfc‘ tb.dt:'
2lad to bearthe yabble rev{le‘
part with

roaches of [uch men - maygo for

much difcredit ours 5 ar leaft it
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love, wor hinder his acceptance, andthen we bave enouih.

& prophanos, & extia Ecclefiam politos, de quorum
pectoribus exceflerit Spiritus Sanétus, effe aliq :1d pol-
- i nifi mens prava, & tallaxlingaa, & odia venenata,
& facrilega mendacia, quibus qui credic, cum illis ne-
cefle eft inveniatur, cum judiciidies venerit. ] That is
L 4sif withthe [candalons and prophane, and thofe that
are without the Church, from whofe brefls the holy Spirit is
- departed, there could be any thing but a paughty mind, and
a_dccez'tfal tongue, andvenemous hared, and [acrilegious

thews whep the day of judgement comes. ]

WM e thinks rasher the batred, and railing of the wn-
gldl] [honld intimate to you that onr M ixsiftry is 0f God!
why elfe do all the moff ohffinarely wicked maligne us 4
their enemies, thosgh we never did thes wrong ? why [eck

will enconrage them in 1heir malignity, and to frike inwith
any party that are againft us; when all the barm we Wiﬂ’
or dothem, i topray for them, and perfwade them, and do
our beft to [ave them from demnation | As Cyprian ( ubi
{up.) faidto Pupian [ utetiam qui non credebant Deo
Epifcopum conftituenti, vel Diabolo crederent Epifco-
pumprofcribenti J fo fay I [ 1heythat will not believe
Gods teflimony of enr Miniftry, let them believe the De-
vils te/limony, as the confefsion of an enemy, that by the
months of the wicked revileth us as Miniffers, and. perfecn-
teth s for doing our Mafters work, i ! 5
. Another reproach is commonly. laid ypen-our Miniftry
bythofe that vilifie them inerder to. their cnds, ViZ that
they are boyes, andraw and unlearned. and manage he work
of God [ocowr[ely ss tends to bring. it into comtempt. 1
weyld 1here were no ground for this ageufation ar all .l’."; '
et 3 Pl .

Sath (Cyprian Epift.69. ad Pupian) Quafi apudlapflos

bies 5 and thofe that bel.evethem muf needs be foundwith

they our deftruition, and are glad of any Learncd men thas
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1 muft needs [ay, 1. Thas no men arc more anmect then Jou
10 be the accufers. Haveyow [0 corrupted the Miniffry with
the infufficient and mngodly, that we are nece[sitare dto
Inrplytheir places with men that are too yInng and nsw do
youreproach us, becanfe we imperfectly mend your crimes ¢
yea becaufe we work not impofsib. lities ? 15 is the defire of
our [ouls; that no able ufeful man may be laid by, however
dtjfcr[ng in (maller matiers, or controver(ies of policy ¢
But we cannot create men, nor infufe learning into them 5
but when God hath qualified thew, we gladly ufe them 5 the
befl that can be had are chofen s and what can be done mores
And 1 hope youwill acknowledge, that godly and tolerably
wble yeung men are fitter then impious, ignerant Readers.
We excufe no mans weaknefs: but to [peak out the truth,
t00 many of the adver(aries of osr Miniftry accufe owr
wmkne{s with greater weakmfs; when they are unable o
wdi(pofed themfelves to manage the work of God with any
of that gravit
ef the bufinefs doth reqaire,they think to get the reputation
of learned able men, by anempty childifb, trifling kind of
preaching s patching together fome [breds of [entences,
‘f’mf aﬁ}””.g us their Centoys with as wmach o]}ehmtim, as
if it were an sniform, judicions work. And then they
fall ajeering at plain and ferions Preachers, asif they were

fome ignorant bawling fellows, that were nothing but 4
voice, ‘and kad nothing 10 produce but ferwent nonfence.
Brethren, will Y08 bear with us 4 little, while we modeftly
excufe pur fimplicity which You contemn. We will not (2],

that we can [peqlz wifedom to the wife, nor make aoffentat -
on of onr Oratory : but we mufl tell you that we Believe what

we [peak, and [omewhat feel it and thersfore we endea-
vour (o to [peak what we belicve and feel, that others alfe
w4y bel.eve and frel ws. 1f & man [peak [milingly, or #ot
affeltionately of wery great affelting things, the hearers

Y, and ferioufne[s as the wn(peakable weight-

”‘,{e, |
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T he Preface.

ufeto fay, You are but ‘in jeaft; and they beliewe bim
sot,, becaufe be (peaks as one thas dorh not believe him(elf
Ip 15 mot wit bus Levity and ftupidity hat we renonnce.
A5 Seneca faith, we refufe ot an eloquent. P yfitian: but
it is not cloguence, but Healing that we need : the eafing of
our pains . and [wving of owr Lives, and not the clawing of
our ears. We darenot [peak lightly or triflingly of Hea-
wesn or Hell. We more condemn our [elves when we find

cternalthings, thenwe do for want of meat cxprefs ons.
A vain curiofiryinattire, doth fhew that [ubftantial worth
is wanting. We moft abhor 1he preaching of faife diitrine:
and mext, that manner of preachisg Truthchat canfed
an airy levity inthe hearerss and when the mawner feem-
e1h to contradiéF the matter. One tafte or fight of iteaven
or Hellwonld put yom 1110 anotber pafs your [clves. Truly
Brethren (though | am enc m) felfs that have theleaft ad-
wantages to vic with you in that wherein you glory yet)
~ there are many among them whom you thus dcfpife, that

bave wits inclined to as much wnrwline(s and Iyxuriancy as

things, and [eafoncd with the Light and Life of Chrifl,
they are as careful to keep under and ruletheir w 2, as o:hers
arediligent to féed 1t5 wantonne[s ;and make ¢ [fkentazion o

it 1o theworld. 1t will fhortly appesr but ingen1ons folly
sphich was not animsted and regulared by Chrift. The wife--
dom of the world-s foslifbnefs Wi b God :and the faolifbnefs
0f‘Q0d is wifer then MEn 1 Cor.1.25. &c. We find the
moff experienced Learned Diviges betake thcm/e/ve.‘_"io
the plaineft fiile ; and much more addicted to the ’zz.m,ni
mplicity, then grecs, in ated., emply brains. When we

i(pleafe both lve 4 our queafie, €0Y¢ and aeryan
difp cafe both esr [elves, an q wefuﬁmllj L

ditors by the homelyne[s of our [iyle, /
the fuccefs of thofe fermonss then of thofe wherei? by
2 Q3 - Woray

within us but adull apprebenfion of th:[e exceeding great

yours : but being ballanced with the fenfe of everlafting

N
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wordy Curiofity, we. procure. from the acry more applanfe.
Saith Auguftine (de Catechiz. 1udib cap. 2, ) [ Nam
& mihi femper prope fermo mess difplicer - fic &
tu €0 ipio quod ad te fmpius adducu ;tur baptizand:
—— debesinrelligere nnjta difplicere aliis fermonem
tuum ut difplicet tibi + nec infrustuofum e debes putare,
quod ea qua cernisnon explicasita ut cupis ; quando
foite urt CUpis nec cernere valeas 7 our bufinefs is to
teach the ignorant | to convert the impenitent , and 16

cdifiec and confirm the weak s and therefore if repe-
titions | dnd homely exprefsions - with all the [erionf-
nefs we can ule, be

found the fitseft means to attdin thefe
ends_ we [hall [t9dy thems and nos decline them | though
Jeme diflike thems. Auguftine

de doétrin. Chyift. lib. 4.
€ap. 12. Qui ergo dicit cym doccre vule, quamdin
non intelligitur, nondum fe exiftimer dixiffe quod vale
eiquem vule docere:: quia etfi dixic quod ipfe intellizit,

nondum ille (illj , dixiffe putandus eft, a quo intel-
leGusnon eft :  verg intelle@us eft, quocunque modo
dixerit, dixi, ] \ _
Leonfefs when 1 heard , throngh pafed preacher in the
Prelates reigm, experi‘encehwgbt;me prejmtl] t9 fxpt’ﬁ
three great infirmities in bim, vig, jt‘);mb/z’ng, [potling,
and tiring : ftambling either in dottrine, Conver[ation, or
both ; efpecially in a fony way: (potling even ghe cleareft
of his Brethreny and thatboth in the Pulpit; and behind
their backe, Foy moft of the wounds we hawe Sfrom [iéh
a8 in our back parts, thougly we ey fled. Theycan moff
effectu.lly confute us when we dp not bear them. As one
of themthat I knew, divided his Text into one part,and
Jo do many of them their Difpatations ithey are befb at
Difputing alone, when there is nose 14 contradiét them.
They are betrer g#n-men then (word-mes : Eminus for-
tifsimi; cominus— wore valiant 4 far off than n;;fef ;f
and :
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band : and making morenfe of powder then of bullet , the
noife exceeding the execntion : and being mearcft them-
[felves it is awonder that their Confciences flart not ar the
report. It ‘g5 the reward of thefe pugnacions [ouls, to
be cryed up as wickorions, and to have their 1riwmph as-
tended by their like : and it is enoughto prove them wiékors
thatth:y can bat crow and ereét the crift. And if they
are [oon tiied we muft not wonder 5 for they preach at too
bigh rates to hold out long. Funkets are nov for {all meals ,
and feafting muft not be all the year, When they preacht
but [eldom, 1hey jufhified it bytelling us, that one of their
[ermons wasworth tenof theirs that preash d {ooften : and
half acrown was as good asfiv: [ix pences.

For wy part, I do not undirvalue their w.t, nor envy
thewthe honourof it : but Lwonld fain have things Divine
10 be Divinely handled , and the weightieft matters to be
[pokenoff in the moft (erious weighty manner. «Andl
wonld not have a(chool boy when hehath [aid a Declama-
tion, 1o think that be ismore learncd then Scotus or Oc-
kam, becaufe he hash afmoother fbyle = nor 16 think that
be bath done a gallanter piece of work, then he that hath
vead a Lecturcin etaphyficks. 1 ammuch ing ined to

~ honour their partsy 1 valuethe wit of 4 Comadian, whes
I walue not the employment of it. 1 bave ofen bewd a
Ruftical Fuflice call a fidler a Rogue, that cal'ed i"’”glf :
aMufician s and perbapshe puts himin the flocks, 1hat
thinks be de[ervves«i Princes-ear = when I havt tba#ghf. of
their Art, and forgotsen the abufe, I hawve becn apt -"’F"fﬂ
sheir cafe. ' 1-could bewell-content thar fo g eat 43 27
as Nero perifb o« les him live as an Artsft. it gt 45~ 20
Emperours 1 honoyr-and love the lesmizng '_"”d""”‘:Z’@ 91"/: ‘
the Fefuits : letihembe encouraged 45 ~£gamed 2 Ok wd

as Jeluits, Let them a'l beufed i that which they-are gdé

for. But aComicalmwit is ot cnmghto make 4 Minifter t’;}:
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The TPreface.
the Gofpel of [alvatidn. Counters can jingle as well as
gold.  If [uch muft be Bifbops ;. let them be Dioce-
fans, ( o tiey be kept without a [word ) for when they
have an hunsred Churches, shey will trouble them but /6“
dom, with their preaching : and that maybe enduredfor 4
day that cannot for a year. ;

If youthink I'bave turned my excufe of a plain and feri-
ons viniftry intoa recrimination. or [eemed guilty of what
Iblame, confider of what and to whom I fpeak .

I am far from a contempt of learning , or enconrage-
ing ignorant infufficient menyer juftifying any ridiculons
unfecmly deportment, or any rafb, irrationsl expre(sions ,in
the work of God.  Aud I carnefily inireas the [crvants of
the Lord totake heed of (uch temcerity and mifcar: ivzges,an&"
remember what awork they have in hand and how much de-
pendeth on the [ucce(s, and that the eyes of God and men are
on them, and that it is no light matter t0 an howeft bearts
that C hrift and bis canfe [hould be difbonoured by our weak-
neffes, and our labours [hould hereby be fruftrated, and fir-
ners hardned 1u their impiety.  But yet I muft [ay, that m4-
nythat are but low in Learning, havegreater abilities ( by
grace andufe) to manage the great effentials of Chriftiani-
1y, and [et home a neceffary truth upon the heart; and deal
with ignorant dead-hearted finners, they many very Learn-
ed men did ever attain to.  And 1 oy efs I conld wifb for
the [ervice of the Church, that fome [uch ( now private.)
lefs-learned men, in great Congregations were yoaked Wl'f.b
fome Learned men that are lefs fit for lively rouzing appli-
cation s that they might Lovingly go together,the one confe|-
fing his defect inLearning and the other bis defeét in appli-
cation, and the unlearncd depending for guidance from the

“more Learned, in cafes of difficulty, where bis abilities fall

fhort s that [o theymight be both as one able Minifter, com=
municating the honowr of their [everal abilities to sz
orier

e —
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Gy [honld we have from the men now. in hand, againft Me-
 chanicks and snlcarned men! and boy mary monld reproach
their work that cannot mend it | 1 have been long on this
[ubjeét = 1will end it with this ffory..

Gregory Nyfen tells us in his selation of the Life of
Gregory Thaumaturgus,that this holy man then Bifhop of
.Nﬁocaf:farea,fmas.fo' famops by his miracles and [weceffes
that the Neighbour Conntrcys [fent 1 bhom, to preach an

neighboar City [ens to him , 10 C0m¢ and plant a Church and
Bilhops amang them When be bad flayed a while,and preach=
ed 4_nd;pr'epar,ed themyand the time was come that he wasto
defign them a chitf Paftor ( or Bifbop) the Magiffrates

and [plendour, excelling 1k reft,tha
the of fice.and dignityaf bei g their Bifhop.

- For Gregoty

 their Paftor muft have them 108, But whintt came $0 choice
 they were all s paecess a(ome for one and fome. fer another :
fo thar Gregoty lockea té heaven for Dire Pl

do.  When they were thus taken wp with prop ofing . men fs
[plendor and emincnoy, Gregory (rememo1ing Sam“ehs
anointing David, ). exhorsed 1hem 16 look 4lfe amongstit

meantfl: for pofsiblythere might be[ g ATt _;hfmf”'”"
of ‘5;:{” qu;¢_£iﬁaatians.9f “mind : Wherewpon o of‘ ﬁhem
- Jignificdsthat they rook it @5 4 commmelic Md‘[mmﬁ;zi’ld. be

hicf men fo eloquence, dignity and plendor.
he chief men,_for eloquence, 8ignity a7 7 ?“;gi,tbat-_lﬂ’b”’

refufed, and thas Mechanick < and fradefme.
for tehir Living fhould be thowght fitter f9

B L 2 &

other tofuppl and cover eachothers defedtss Butif fucha
. shing [hould o attempsed ( though agrecably to the Churches
- praitice for many handred years after Corift) what an ous-

lant Churches among them. ~ Among others Comana 4

and principal men of the Citywere very bufie in enquiring
anxtoufly and curioufly ,. who was of moft emincnt rank
that he might bechofen to

bim, ¢lf bad all thefe Ormaments,and therefore shey shonght

Fions, what 16

hatall

g_._,,.m‘/\ il

r. (0 greas and ﬁce ;
e < of tham o i derifees [ 3onmEE Gy
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#pon taking him gyt ,
b found that be waq aPhilofophick
- camely perfon, and lozh iy fhould

“diéted bzm[elf 10 the life of 4

_ * “The Preface. }_
by allvhele that are chofen oup of the beftof the Citi{ens,
and gotothe [cum and bafeft of the people for a Paffor for
s 2 ats befl for you even to make Alexander the €ollicr a

Prieft,and lets al] agreetg cboﬂfe bim, The good man hear-

ing thefe fcornful words, it frruck intobis mind to know whe
sbar Alexander the Colliey a2 - Whereupon they browght
bim prefently with langhy

¢rsand fet him inthe midft 0f”7"”’
collowed and half-pakeqd s and ragged and (ordid, and thus
ffeodAlexander 4

70ng them. But Gregory fu(pected fome-
what beitey by bim then they that langht at him; and tbe?'e_
f the company,and examining bis lift,
mansthat beiug of avery
be any occafion of inconti-
nemy,am{ alfo renouncing the vanities of the world, had ad-
Collicr , thar his per [or

and worth might be bid from per o and bis mind be

with his Paftoral attirve, and bring hims inte the Affembly 45
foen as they had done, 15 15, meantime Gregory goesto
the Affembly, and fals a preaching toshems of the nature of
the Paﬂoral offices and the lmlim% of life required theret0,
ensertatning them wirh fuch [Peed,g,, t:l{ Alexander 'was
broughtyand comely adorned iy Gregories garments was [et
before them. Wbereupan they all fella gaZing and wende-
ring at Alexander: and Gregory falls 4 preaching o thers
Azain of 1he deceitfulmﬁ of Judging by outward appear-
ances, aboutthe inward wors) of the [oul, and thas Saran
had abﬁruredAlexander',lcjl he [bhould [ubuert his kingdom.
To be [hort, he ordaineth Alexander their Bifhop (a P affor
of 4 fingle Church.y And whes they defived to hear 1’””
Preack, be fhewedthas Gregory was not deceived in bim:
H fermon was (ententions and full of underfanding : bW
becanfe be bad pg flowers of oratory, or exacinefs Mﬂ; 02;:}
, 7
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 rofity of words, one that was acsrious bearer Sovided b‘i'm, ,
 who it is [sid was by s vifion brough torepent of it And

thys defpifed Alexander the Collisr was made Bifbop
Cor Paflar ) of Comana,when the great ones were rejected:
and afserward proved achampion for Chrift to whom be paf-
[ed in Martyrdome shrough the flames. 1 have recitedthis

. for their [akes that deride the gifis of Godin menwhom they

acconnt pukearned . byt ot so encourage any 101 hruft them-
felves on fo great 4 mork withous Ordination and due quali-
{ications. '

. Object. Butit is Ordigation it (elf that is Wanti'ng o -
the Paftors of the Reformed Churches, and therefore -
they are no Paftors, &rew Anfw, Thecontrary is mani- -

fefted inbhis enfuing Cifputasion. This feparating Prinsi-
ple is 5t that There purpofely consend ag
2o divide andto deftroy: And 1o guench fuch granado’s and
fire-warks of the Devilyis aneaeffary work for them that will

preferve a Churches Peace.. 1 read in Thuanus of 4 Bifhep -

in France that turning Proteflant ook his Popifb confecrasi-

on for infufficient, and was again elect,and ordained by the

Proseftant Minfiers, wishout 4 Prelate, 1o be a Prelate.But
shat Presbyters: Ordained by a Preshyiery of Protefbants -
fhould be reordained by 4 Prelate, and that as neceffary 0 -

veflant Churches. 1t was rejected commol

Bifbops, even by A. B, Bancroft himfelfs. Saith Fironili-

an ( inter Epift. Cypriani) [ Omnis poteftas & gratia. -
in Ecclefia conftituta eft, ubi preefident Majores. natu, -
qui & baprizandi, & Manus imponendi & ordinandi
poffident poteftazem 7] 5. e. All Power and Grace 1S -

placed in the Church where Elders do prefide,who poi-
{efs the power of Baptizing. .!mpogng.b__ands., and Q-

daining.

L hnow i il be faidsha Ei‘ngilimffm*-of Bipopage
. ; ' %= e

ainft.For is is caftin .

Q;_w_;m_/ i
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ly. Bat 1 believe nos that he [poke of [uch Bifbops only as we
hawvein queftion, or that be did yos plainly (peak of Fresvy-
© fers as fuch. Forbe [peaks of the plenitude of Power and

Grace in the Church: and theyefore intended more then whas
Was proper 104 Prelate, 2. He mentioneth Elders Majotes
N, 75 general withoys diftinclion. And 3. His praefident

35 plainly velated 1o theChurch(as the ubi fhews:)it being the
Pesple and not the

Elders over whom the(e Elders are [4id
toprefide.  Aud 4.Baptizing & firf inflanced,which was
knowu to be commenly the work of Presbyters and neverap-
‘propriated tothe Prelate. So thas 1he Jame per[ons that did

“Baplizeeven the Elders of the Church,according to Firmi-
Yian, did then peffe

s the power of laying on hands and of or-
‘daining. But rhe fe t{/-)ing.t{)zre mo;é Jl[yifm]] edin what fol-
lowerh, Andif any rit/)crad‘verdiy or friendwonld [ee the
" Reformed Churches Miniftryand 0vdinitioy, more fully vin-
dicated, Irefer them to Voetius againft Jalenins DCfP,ef
rata caufa Papatus: which if 1 had read before I'had writ-
ten'this Difputation,I think I [hesld havepared my labonr-
Readerif sthers are too bufie to mifled thee | 1 may [up-
 pofethee umwilling 1o be mifled, efpecially in a matterof fo
great CoRCernment:’ For [ith Bleffed Agu ftine,M t_ﬂtOS =
- venimus qui mentiri veline, quiaatem falli teminem:d:
Dodrin.Chtift:.1' cap.36.) Andtherefore as thon loveft
Chrift, bis Church, and Gofpel, and the fonls of others and
thine own, take heed bow thou ventureft in following 4
Jeét of angry men, to unchurch fogreat and execellent 4 pars
of the Catholich Church, and o vilifie and depofe [0 great'a
nwmber of able faithfull Minifers of Chrift, as thefe thst
- had not Prelatical Ordinatios, ’
And if you are Gentlemen, or unlearned men, that for
~want of long and diligent Judying of thefe matecrs, are un-
capable of | #dging of them,and therefore take all on the As-
shorityof thefe whefe Learning andparts you moff efteem, I

befeech
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“befeech you before you venture your [onls on it any further,

“procure 4 [atisfactory anfwer to the(e Queftions.
- 1.Whether the Reformed Churches that have no Prelases,

Bave not abounded with as learned men as any one of thofe

“that y ow admire of a contrar judgement 2
2 Ifyonare tempsed taﬂ
they that plead for Lorfbip, howour and prefermentor they
that plead againftity and put it frem thems., are more tobe
wfpelted, cxteris paribus £ s R
3 1fyon will needs [uf] géﬁ ‘the Proteftant Minifters of
siiiatity : whit growtd of ufpivion have 104 of them that
wereno Minifters ¢ [z 4tk a5 the two Scaligers; “whofe lear-
ning mads them the admiration of tbéw‘c'br;z‘ﬂik’ri’awilﬁ,’é*vm

to Papifts aswell as “Proveftants - *and \yer were cordiak
friends tothofe Reformed Churches® which the[e mer deny
T o s o oSl o Sabiatus, st 1417
purpofely wrote about the ﬁﬁjtff?‘“ﬁi‘lﬁ‘ “abwndance more.
" 4 1f théfe are nos 10 be thifted, why [bowld ot Bifbops
themfelves be trufted 2 were nos Bifhop Ufher, Andrewss
“Davenant, Hall, and othersof their mind, 48 learncd pions
men as any whofc Auhority you can arge dghinﬂi;therﬁ"?“”@
*s.1f all this be nothing,1befeech yon 8¢t wiodeft refoluti-
on of this doubt at leaft:whether the concurrent udgemept of

all the Proteftant Churches in ¢ 5rijteﬁaﬁrhie§)c§bf235 En-

glifbBifbopswith the reft fbosld not baaf more anshority with

“any [ober Proteftant, then the Contrary judgement of thofe
few that are of late rifen up for the caufe thas you are by them
folicited to own It is a known T vuth that the gencrakity o
she Bifhops thems[elves and all the Proveftant Churches inthe
world, bave owned them astruc Minifters that were orAain=
. edby Pfesbyterzes,witbout pyelates:and bave owned them 4s
““true Churches that were gwided by thefe Miniflers, and have
saken thew for valid sdminiftrations that were performie
by them. And are youwr few Reew[anis that wowld A4 70;6
¢

fpect men of partiality,whether
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sadeparation of greater Learning. ay thorty and regardytives b

4ll[telze Proteﬁéﬁt;'ia the weyld bgeﬁdqs £ befecch you,if you e

: will needs take things upon truff, ccnfider this,and truft ac-

| cordingly. Troughl muft fayii is pitty that anytruely Catho- :
lick Chriftian flould 10t have better grounds than thefe,and

? l&‘_»fﬁ“ﬁhmﬂ’lf in fo palpable a caﬁ' to perceivve his duty.

?_ v Far my 0wy Part oy confeience witpeleth that 1 have not

' written the follqwbag Di[pgmim out of a defire to quarrel
with any man, bus amdrawn_tg iz, 10 my great difpleafure,

by the pr efent danger and nceefsity of the Churches, andby .

€ompafsion 14 the fouls that are turned from the publick or-

? nances, and engaged 1z .t,lmﬁggytim,_ and alfo of the

. Qbﬁ( E”F{ ?ﬁdt.qgﬁgjdédmd troubled by tbefe’ 7LADS. The

94 Complaints of many of my Breshyer from feweral parts

78ue moved my heart t0.this. unéferrakiﬂg, Through ,ijdf

. J'ONs aBa calamities abroad, | fhall adjoin
bere ope of the Letters that inwvj ' ’

Eanfe in 1_54& 8ne 0% may (ce the [rspe and tenosr of the reffy
M‘(\l rufh x‘Zt 7 thfs&:{plm&in? work, withont 2 Call,
’”’Sﬁ(@%‘ﬁ&«g 4 acaufe. " The pAlJages that intimate an .
dver *WW‘F elfy. you may charitably impyte tothe
\Authors juniority an, bumilssy, with (ome miflake through,
iffance and difacquainsange, -
1 (Qneof the Letters that invited me to this task.

. Rewerend
k $ g




s
%é?ﬁ%%%%%?ﬁ%?%ﬁ?&%%

Reverend Sir, 3 ‘ % ‘ , o ;
oIS Nderfianding by the Preface tothe Reader-before your Gildas
> Salvianus, that yow intend a fecond partywhercinyou promife

10 [peak of the way how to difcern the true Church and Mini-
vy, 1 make bold 1o prefent you with the defire of formne Godly

Minifters  viz. that if you fce 1t conuenient you would de
Jome thing towardsthe vindication of the prefent Churches
_ TR and Mimfers from the afperfions of the new Prelatical party v

“England, Ttisa principle much made of by many of the Gentry and etbers, that
wie. are but Schifmatical branches broken. off fromthe ,,tme,b'aiy 5 and this by faith-
fulltiadition bs fpread amongft thew: the Learning of fome vigid Prelatical Schole
Lars is very prevalent with them to make them thus account of us. With the(e

suen we inuf} be all wnchwrched for cafting off Diocefun Egsftopacy : though wa
* she [ound in the faith, and would [pend our [elves to [ave foulss and the mairg
[ubftance cf eur Ordination ( at leaft ) cannot be found fault with 5 yet becaufe .

we bad not a Bifhop 10 [2y bis hands o uss we aie not fent from God. Of what,

confequence this opimion Ay proves if it fpread without beng checkeds an ordi<
nary apprebenfion may perceive. L can.guefs fomething from what 1obferve frons
thofe of this leaven alyeady, that ot moft [eriaus pams will be little vegavded, i ‘
oxr people take this infeétion s when We swould awaken them We cannat; bcanfe \
they take it that yoe bave 8 power 0 teach them.  1r muft not be men of mea ;
parts that muft undertake more fully towipe off shis reproach : for the learned ad~,

ver[aries are tall Cedarsin knowledge in comparifon of many of us: and if mems
of parts do not grapple with them bercs 5 they will cafily car(y the wotein Mmany:
mens judgements 5 for they judge that the greater Schollays by far certainly have,
the better in the contefd. Siiswe iefecch you that you would improve your Acquain<
sance in Antiquity for our help inthis cafe. Notthat we wonld ”‘5_‘%‘ 7‘;’.’: 555 3
. wrangling with particnlar menby ames whe will not want Wor ds = ks> o e
cver you would evidence it that our Ordinasion by Preshyters vs ot void, and.of e
#o effect.I have this reafon ready 10 give for this requeft: for (befides what 1 _l’“d 3
formerly beard) I was lately with fome of thofe not of the memﬁ influences who

wrged Epifcopacy as of -abfolute neceffitysaffirming that this oider the churfky'

God ever'abferved : and that it was doubtlefs of Apofolicalinftitidions being & |
thing of Catholick teaditiony and that’s the beft fbandard to intepree S 'Pm,: e-byl; :
swhat then are we arrived atsthat have for{aken the whole Chureh berein? THorg)
1 2 littie verfed in the Ancients; yét 1 tell them we_ackno? edg,f thft[“{‘ a]Z;;
the Apoftles times he name Bifhop came 1p 4s oﬂhm‘i yom the Presoylets 2 g
thon 1 call for thei proof that the Primitive Bifbeps bad the podwe/ of ]’l” ”: 4 ’l‘?
guer Prashyterss or that 1o him only oidination w3 appropriated. 1sellt ”;’d“ %
shat we have certain evidence that in [ome Churches the[e Bifhops wei eP ;:’, by:e‘i‘{

IR




- Prestyrerss [0 wasthe enftom in Alexandsiasand whes did pyer the Chureh judge-
them to.be no Bifbops or Minifters ? And alfoof Tereullians Prafident proba-
€1 quigs Seniores, and of Cyprians Szalvo jnt’c\; Collegas pacis & concordie. -
vinculo = and that dorbtlefs if Cyprian be ‘to b. peligyed, the chuch was

E then vuled by the foine confent of its Paftors, of whom uye was. indeed the Prefi-

dent orMode; ators who et called himfelf compresh, ters and the Preshyters frax
tres(not filios as it was of late.) This anfwer I have had from fome of themythat
the Church in thofe tim:s Was much wid iy the clond,being prifecutcdsaid had not
that liberty to feiile Diocefan Epiftapacy in that Glory, which the . Apofelical in-

Sitwion aim:d aty and that the Chitvchiwas then whys it could besand not what

-3t would be. Do you judge of its weight. Eor.my party. I am moff fumbled ar

-the reading of Ignatius whom Dr.H, . o frrensonfly d fen Y ‘aid cannot tell
bow to evade that. Teflimony in. the [, f of Epiftopacy, f’/@t{’b} indeed, the tefti-

“moiy of the tiue Tgnagiys., Bu: methings his phrafe is much nnlife either that of -

“Clemens; or of Cyprian inthis cafe. Its great. Pty that. DriBloudel wants

“hs eyess and, [0 we gre hindied of cjoying of imore of his Labours in. this point.

- His Notior of the 7palloserpdleyifess 15 4 very prety oncy and it were well if we

; bad ﬁl_lleit_wzdmce added to that whtch he bath eudeavonsed after iahis refaces

20.hss Apalogy for L R e : A

i Or .’fi‘?“?‘-lf‘dgé’mem aboxt the povyer of every Jingle Paftoy svere fully imy f'”;’e‘[f;

SR “ce mi : ving of theft contrvyey o, etk

7 ‘glad of the practice of thefe pwpofn’zgwfl;icbg’jb’g;:ﬁﬁh},; ;01:,1;1& -4 late

| S printed fheet's But thefe mfr] Brethren who now oppofe areof ahigher [irain.

; <= But A v ont 209 far an forgetwhom I 4 wiling to, Tiuly I am deeply

| L Senfiles wbar mfchie] thle foedy g as yerbut thin-forpn ( as I 106

; Sy ) anay grow up L0 i1 timg ; !{ k}fiaw 1oL ho}a; l}f 25 With yous bt with uss 1.;_,’4;4;(

aft'y diavon to fyc, an opins Cusoif the temptati-.
BB Were but fomewbat flrangersubicuges i O of i 1oy
‘ R im a0y, begin alfato think we (hall
'\:i:;"?’*"*”m-?fﬁ’ffe aé‘p%ifc_opal meis udgeiment Jhould byt be di[prr/’ej ﬂiz)orc
%4 150 Pould it-make thefe eopie thin that e have deluded them

3 allthis 'the?.rmd [a wgﬂm‘tifgmdﬁf,g 15 JW;,M?:}:;.,;,f,ﬁgZ: isitif 1 fbpu{(l

Sudy and preachs and Pray for mens fouls, 4,4 yer. be vejected as ome that ;md 70

145 onmefor God ! we thany you for what you

Jid in yorr Chriftian Concord: s and if;zream J0u would erf}ﬂige f{:;‘lbef o 1hs

- Subject, as jou. fee convenient ; Tha theflriplings in - the Minifiry.may be fui-

- nifbed With arguments againft our. adver, aies feomm fuch able bad. as-yosis 30

oo 1 e doxes dnly 1 [lail defve'your pardan for 7 e iting YOk A YO
other bufensfss nd 3f Tl heyeafeer crai it affifEince and diveltion in fors
éafess Ipray Yehfe me if wncivily and wouthfafe tolet wie hear from. you :

for 1 am about tg Jestle avbere 1he clq}irgejgi; great. The Lord contiige you amongfy

95> $hat 304781y be fither aninfrumen ofsgoade, Lrefhbnnt 150000 Ve s
, ' 1?43‘«.. 8.

L 5 Agh y R B, R AR g ‘.
28 Yoir Affectionste friend and wetk
T cohaminiiie el |0 I
~ Affert:
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- Aflert. Thofe who nullife onr

prefent Miniftry and ( hurches, which
bave not the Prelatical Ordination

and teach the people to dothelike, do

incur the guilt of grievons fin. .

 CHAP. 1L

D 1.1fhall prove thatthey groundlefly
O deny our Miniftry and Churches ;
2 and 2.1 fhall fhew che greatnefs of
% their in. : [~
3 In preparation to the firft 1 muft
1. Take fome notice of the true Na-
ture of the Minifterial fun&ion: and 2., Of the Nature and Rea-
fons of Ordination. :
~ Se®. 2. We are agreed ( ore tenusat leaft) that the Power
wwd Homowr of the Miniftry is for the #ork,, and the pork for
: S Lo the

@& O R the making good this Affertion,

,v‘i
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the Ends, which are the revelation of the Gofpel, theappli-
cation or conveyance of the benefits to men, the right worfh}P'
ing of God, and right Goveming of his Church,to the faving
of our felves and our pzople, and the Glorifying and Pleafing
God. ’

Se&t.3.Sothat [ A Minifter of 1, Gofpel is anOfficer of Jefus
Chrift, fer apar: (or feparated ) ¢, preach the Gofpel and t/ﬂ.ﬂ'{‘
) 20 Convert men to () hriffianity, and by Baptifmtoreceive Difii”
ples snto bis Church. zo congregate Difiiples , and 10be the Teach
ers, Overfeers, ana G’owrmt;r.r'of the particular Churehes, and
, 20 go before them ix prblick worfbip and adminifer to them the fpe-
f' cial Ordinances of Chrift, according 1o the word of God ; that in
% the Communion of Saints, the member may be edified, preferved,
f andbe fruitful und obedient to Chrift, andthe Societses well orde’-
red, beantified and Prengthened  and borhy M inifters and Peop.¢

i faved; andihe Santlifier, Redeemer and the Father Glorified and
Pleafedin bis People now and for ¢rey G

Se&. 4. Inthis Definition of

AR S ——

a Minifter, 1. It is fuppofed
¢ that he be competently qualified for thefc works: For if the
’ Matter benot (o far Difpofed asto be capable of the Form, 1t

will not be inﬁrmed thcrcby, There are forwe Qualifications
neceffary to the being of the Miniftry,fome but to the wel/ being.
Ttsthe firft that I now f; peak of. .
Se&. 5. Before I name them, left you mifapply what s faid,
I thall firlt defire you to obferve this very neceffary diftintion :
o0 s WH0 isto take bim[elf for a called and true
Minifter .

] > 85 expecting deceprance and Re-
ward fromGod.: and its another thing toask, whom are the peo-

: Ple ( or Churches ) ro take for atrue M, sniffer, and to fubmit 10
: as expelling the Acceptance and bleffing of Godin thar [nbmiffion
b from bi: admin firations. Orits one thing to have 4 Ca// which
will before Godjuftife 1is Miniftration and another ching to have

f #-.Call which wij] before God 14f8ifie the Peoples [wbmiffion , and
&’ will jaftifie in foro Ecclefie , both him and them, And foitsene
E thing to be a Minifter whom God and Confcience will juftibe
, and own as to Him[elf: andanother thing to be a Mipifter to the
- Cburch, whom they, mult own, and Gog wi] own and ble(s only
; asto thesy good. ; &
Ta the firk fence, none but truely fan&ified men can bgﬂl\/fr*;

nifters .
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nifters ; butin the latter an unfan&ified man :may be a Mini-
fler. Asthereisa difference among Members between the 7ifi-
bleand Myftical, ( of whichl have fpoken elfewhere.*) Sois
there between Paffors. Some bave a Titlethat sn foro Ecclefie
or Ecclefiajudice will hold good , that bavenone that is good
sn foro Dei : Inoneword . the Churchisbound to takemany a
man as & t7ae Minifter to them, and receive the Ordinances from
him in faith, and expe@ation of a Bleffing upon promife; who
yet before God isa finful invader,an ufurper of the Miniftry and
fhall be condemned for ic.

As in worldly Poffeffions, many aman hatha good Title be-
fore men, and at the bar of man, fo that no man may difturbhis
Poffeffion, nor take it from him, wichout the guile of theft,
when yet he may have no good Rightat the bar of God to jufti-

" fie him in his retention.So it is here.

Se@. 6. Itistoo commona cafein Civil Governments { the
ignorance of which occafioneth many to be difobedicot. ) A man
that invadeth the Soveraigaty without a Title, may beno King
as to himfelf, before God, aod yet may be truly a King asto the
People. Thatis, He ftands guilty before God of Ufurpation,
and ( till he Repent, and get a better Title ) fhall bean{werable
for all his adminiltrations asunwarrantable : And yet, when he

hath fetcled himfelf in Poffeffion of the Place, and exercife of the

Soveraignty, he may be under an obligation to do jufticeto the
people,and defend them,and the people gay be under an obligati-
on to obey him and honour him and to receive the fruits of his
Government as a bleffing. Mens Title in Confcience and before

* Difpute of
Right te
Sacraments.

God /for Magiftracy and Miniftry ) themfelves ar¢ moft to ook

after,and to juftifie;and its oftencrakt and nanght,when their Ti-
tlein foro humano may be good;or when the people are bound to
obey them, And thofe mifcarriages or ufurpations of Magiftrates
or Minifters which forfeit Gods Acceptance andBlefiingto r:hcm&
felves, do not forfeir the bleffing of Cbnﬁs Ordxnance‘d an

cheir adminiftrations to the Church : For itis the guilty ap beﬂO!
theTnnocent that muft bear thelofs. A Sacrament rpayf as
effe&ual , and owned by God , for my benefit, when it is Irom
the hand of2 man that fhall be condemned for admxmﬁrmg it,
as when it is from the hand of a Saint that hagh a betrer
call ; foppofing ftill chac I be innocgm: of his ufurpation or er{_oh;

z ;
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