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nifters; but in the latter an unfan&ified man tmaybea Mini-
fler. As there is a difference among Members between the Vifi-

and Afyftical, ( of which I have fpoken elfewhcre.* ) So is * Difpute of 
there between Paftors. Some have a Title that in foro Ecclefa Right to 
or Ecclcftajudice will hold good , that have none that is good Saawems. 
in foro DeiIn one word . the Church is bound to take many a 
man as A true Minifter to them, and receive the Ordinances from, 
him in faith, and expectation of a Blefiing upon promife j who 
yet before God is a finful invader,an ufurper of the Miniftry,and 
{hall be condemned for i t . 

As in worldly Poffeffions, many a man hath a good Title be­
fore men, and at the bar of man, fo that no man may dilturb 
Poffeffion, nor take it from him, without the guilt of theft, 
when yet he may have no good Right at the bar of God to juf t i -

. fie him in his retencion.So it is here. 
Scft.6. I t is too common a cafe in Civil Governments ( the 

M ignorance of which occafioncth many to be dilobedicnt.J A man 
'Jr , that invadeth theSoveraignty without a Title, may be no King 

as to himfelf, before God, aod yet may be truly a King as to the 
People. That is, Heftands guilty before God of Ufurpation, 
and ( t i l l he Repent, and get a better Title ) (ball be anfwerable 
for allhisadminiftrations as unwarrantable : And yet, when he 
hath fettled himfelf in Poffeffion of the Place, and cxercife of the 
Soveraignty, he may be under an obligation to do juiticeto tbe 

.A people,ahd defend them,and the people may be under an obhgati-
on to obey him and honour him and to receive the fruits of his 
Government as a blefiing. Mens Title in Confcience andItetorc 
God (for Magiftracy andMiniftry; themfelvesaremoft to^ooK. 
after,and to juftifie.and its often crakt ^ ™ * b t ^ £ ^ i > 

• tie in foro hnm.no may be good.or when the people arebound to 
obey them. And thofe mifcarriages or ufurpation of M a g ~ 
or Minifters which forfeit Gods Acceptance «dBteffing t o t f e * 
felves, do not forfeit the bleffingof Chnfts O r A n t ^ * * 
their adminiftrations to the Church :Tor itis t h e B ^ ^ U M 
theTnnocent that muft bear the lofs. A Sacrament may be a 
effectual, and owned by God , for my benefit, when^ ^ 
the hand of a man that (hall be condemned for 
as when it is from the hand of a Sa nt that hath t b e W 
call; fuppofing ftill that I be innocent ot bis ufurpation or error. 
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a n d f u f t i f L M . ( J C a ' 1 , ? f a Mi"ifter that L f t be warrantable 
that ca t f f ! n ™ f l f b , e f ? r £ G o d I b u < « n » t nece/Tary to 

Validity to our good! g l e Ordinances and their 

Ecclefia (though t ™ c era ' K " p t ' V e ° f t h e ^ry,coram 
ty that he be a r L , S / 8 „ " b e n o c - * As I t is of Necefli • 
faith, repen s n ce fc" * * n d f ° t h " h e P r o f t f t t h " 
M i n i h e r f n q S ^ ' - |

0 ^ « « A . ' » ' ' i c I » « &viog. For the 
hemuft be a Chi a V A'chnfl>*»CMmfitr: and therefore 

2.1tis t b e r X . ^ ' J ^ " " M * ' °y profeflion. 
ftand and Be" 3 h ^ a ^ , , h , t h e *">™ a " d to Undef-
Ghriftianity , n d font , A r C , c « ° f [ h e faith, that are effential to 
ever he i o ^ r ^ ^ ^ f d ^ « y one of thefc (what 

•«3^™£™^t*t°n*>*<GoW-. that is, 
Chri f t iani ty/or eireZ l , ' W k n o w n the Effentials of 

4 He mnft h . „ \ C a n n o t b e a Minifter at all 
and " aWe to , d m f n a " t b e * Baptilin. 
benot a lwayneceff f ry" r T h ° U S h t h e a f t u a ' a d « a « o n . 

a n d 5 p r H o l e r L U , K t h e r E h f f e n ^ I S ° f » P"ticubr Church, 
elfe "« cannot be the P a C of thTn, M G o d s ° r d i n a n c e ' o r 

6. He muft Profefs to V a l u e . ^ r , , 
communion . r w i r . u. , a n d L o v e 'he Saints, and their 
o f Saints c " C M c a n n o t b e a M i n i f t e r f o r t h e communion 

p r o w T l h h e O M 5 " " ^ c *£under«a"°. believe, andap-
Church.comrnun?0n " W S O f C b r i f t w h i c h a r e ° f Ne«f l i ty to 

fterthot Ordinance^ g ^ f e M t » * ^ 
9 H< mnft Pr^- r ' AC k h e , s n o t c a P a b l e o f t h e office. 

w f e t e h S f ? ? ' f n ? G l o r y , n d p l « f i n e ofGod. I f he have 
not Beforehand aft tbefe Qualifications, he is not capable of tht 

Mini f i r j^ 



C 1 3 ? ) . 
Minif t ry , nor can any Ordination make' him a true Mini™ 
fter. 

Sed.8. I f you demand my proof, it is from the common prin­
ciples that 1 .The/em cannot be received hut into a difpofed capable 
matter ' but fuch are no difpofed capable matter: therefore , 
& c , 4 2 . The office is for the work* and therefore 
prefuppofetha Capacity and ability for the work. The office 
contained i \ An Obligation to theVutj; But no man can be 
obliged to do that which is Naturally Impoffible to himf though 
a Moral Impoffibility may ftand with an obligation to duty and 
a Natural only as founded in the Moral) 2. I t contained M 
Authority or Power to do the work: Biw fuch Power ( which is 
but a Riiht ofexcerciftn. Natural/ Abilities ) doth prefuppole 
the Abilities to be exercifed: Natural Power, 1$ prefuppofed to 
Civil Authority. 3. I t is Effential to fuch Relations that they 
be for their Ends: And therefore where there is an apparent in­
capacity for the end^htvt is as apparent anincapacicy ofc trie r e ­
lation. But enough of this. 

Seel:. 9. 2. AMinif ter is I an officer of drift,] and there­
fore receiveth his Authority from him, and can have none but 
what he thus recicves. And therefore 1. He h a t ^ n o Sovera|nry 
or Lordlhipover theChurcb,for that is the P « ^ ^ ^ 
2.He hath no degree of underiyed Power, and therefore: muft 
prove his Power, and produce his Commilfion before he can ex-
ped the Church to acknowledge i t . 3. He hath no Power to 
work againft Chrift, or to deftroythe fouls of men, or to do 
evil: ( Though he hath a Power by which occafionally be may 
be advantaged to evil, yet hath he no Authority to do it . )Jor 
Chrift giveth no man power to fin , nor to 
himfelf 6 4 . He derive* not his authority from m»1 (. thongn 
by man, as an inftrument, oroccafion, he may ) TtePeopje 
give him not hi . Power: The Magnate 

( as I (hall (hew anon) by fignifyingthewiiiof C*f™£™ 
deed giveth it , and by inveQing men in it H ^ J ^ ' S k 
TheChoofersmaynominatethe p e r f o n t h a t ( h a l f ^ J * ' ™ 
the Magiftrate may encourage him to accept a ? * ' n « ~ V 
dainersmay Approve him and Inveft him m it : but i t is Chnft 
^ t h a t t f m d i c Power as fromhitnfdf. * * M i n i a g ^ 
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perrons content, and the Magiftrate allowethit as VaJitfat hi* 
bar ; and the Minifter bleffeth them and dcclareth Gods con-
lent : But yet the Power that the Husband hath over the wife is 
S , ™ a s conferring caufc; and all that the reft do is 
t C c J r T ^ u ' ^ ^ P " ^ 0 Receive i t ; fave'only 
O f X h ' V C O n f t n t o f G o d i s d f c l a " d by the Minifter. 

Sefl YL \ a " o n . ^ h e n we fpeak of Ordination. 
to thTwwk o ' 1 ? ' ? a m a n C fo'ratU,™ fit apart ] 
a n d W t o dn G K ° f p C ' - F o r he is to make a calhngofit, 
chat M nifter" £ ° n t h e O > m m o a «*n ™ y do fomewhac 
w r t f ^ ^ M | r a * , « , b e G o f p e ' s b « t h e y a r e 

fore are a / , ! r " r f l * m t b J ~ " i f i t . Minifters there-
fold s a n a i f i , . ? y W a " f . M > ' ' ' f ' , f l o r t > hecaufe they have a two-
fiVdto G ^ d b J r h • ( v

I V T h e y ? r e a s a " other Chridians f a n * -
3 S t o h i ! a L h r V V 1 1 ^ t h e f P i r i t , which fo devoteth 

allPriefthood aHoIvNa inn t b e w n o l e S n u r c h is called a Roy-
God. AndChrift hLh A ' t C - t 0 0 f f « f p i r i t u a l f a c r . f i c e t o 
But 2 C w Z t h e ? K i " g » «nd Prieftsto God. 
o n l v b i W.y& 6 m o r e o v . e r devoted and fanftifiedto God,(not 

e C o v e d f n h t h a C h u r c h t 0 ftand n t e r e r t o G o d , and be 

O W M J : 2 ? ^ ! n [ f t f s h a v e « ^ub lc fob/eft to work up-
t ( r t ' t f d U t , W h , c h t h e ' r M i n i f t r V i s Employed. The rkft 
ed 1 Thp f i r ? I?- " M W ' r 0 U t °f w h i c h a C^rch is to be raif' 
lievirc art r r M f w **t of the world ] Thefe Be­
lievers are \_£tther Only Converted, and *» „ C W 
f r e t U 0 ' ^ K S 8 r C bothCe»™»da»dI»veJted ^ Thcfe later 
are e ther [ fuch as are not yet gathered into a particular Church, 
or foch as a re . ] For all thefe are the objects ofour office, 
office is* r l 2 * p S ' ^ r d i n g l y t h e firft V*n of the Mimfterial 

^ topr™chthe Q off el to unbelievers and f/nrodly ones for 
thctr Ctnverjm. This therefore is not, as foraeTiare imagi­

ned, 



( * 3 V ) 
ned,a common work, any more then preaching to the Church „• 
Occafionaily ex Charitate, only another man may do it . But 
ex Officio, as a work that we are feparated and fet a part to and 
cntrufted with, foonly Minifters may do it-No man hath the 
Power of Office j but he that hath the Dmj or Obligation, to 
make it the trade or bufinefs of his l i fe , to preach the Gofpel 
( though bodily matters may come in on the by. ) 

Sc&. 13. 6.Hence it appears that a man is in order of Nature 
A Preacher ef the Gofpel in General, before he be the P aft or of 
a particular flocks though in time they often go together: that 
is, when a man is ordained to fuch a particular flock. 

Sed. 14. 7. And hence it follows that a man may be ordain* 
ed ftneTitulo or without a particular charge, where the Con­
verting preparatory work is firft to be done. 

Sed. 15. 8. And hence it appeareth that a Minifter is f i r f t i n 
order related to the unbelieving world, astheobjeft of his firft 
work, before he be related to the Church exiftent: either Ca-
tholick or particular: And that he is under Chrift firft a Spiri­
tual Father, to beget children unto God, from the unbelieving 
world, and'then aOovernourof them. I f others have already 
converted them to our hands, and faved us that part of our 
work, yet that overtbroweth not the order of the parts and 
works of our office, though it hinder the execution of the nrit 
part ( i t being done to our hands by others in that oflice.; 

Sett. 16. 9. The fceond part of the Minifters work is about 
Believers meerly con verted,together with their Children, w horn 
they yet have power to Dedicate to God : And that is to Invert 
them in the Rights ofaChrHtian, by Baptifm in folemn Cove­
nanting with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Ana tneie 
are the next Material objetfsof our Office. f 

Many of the Ancients (Tertullianby name, andtheCoun 
cilof Eli**') thought that in cafe of Neceffity, a Lay-m»n 
(though not a Woman 0; mayBapnxe: « * " h e S ™ ^ £ 
muft not men therefore pretend a Neceffity where there is none-
But l a m fatisfied 1. That BaptHm by a a pnvatc m*ni^tf » 
to nominee Null i ty, nor to be done again : 2. And ye 
notonlv a part of the Miniftera work to Bapnzeand approve 
them that are tobe Baptized, exoffido, but that .t is one of the 
grcatcft and higheftadions of bis office; Even an ernmente^ 



ercife of the Keyes of the Kingdom , letting men into the 
Church of Chr.it: it being a principal part of their Truft and 
P T r r H t 0 ^ d g e v ^ h o i s m c c t c o b e Emitted to the Priviledges 
and fcllowlhip of the Saints. 

Sed. 17. 10. The third part of the Minifters work is about the 

( f a 
where t h f o r " " ^ 'PS* u n b * P ^ d that are Difcipled, 
i S ^ T n r ^ 'hisaredoncatonce - And chit i f , 
Z Z £ f r f D t ^ e s ^ 0 P a ^ c u l a r Churches for Holy Cut 
ttto£T*fr ? \ ^eymuf tdopar t o f this^them-
th^£5??? 0 j B u t ^ ^ a d s them the way, by Teaching 

^ S ^ ' X * P r ° V O k i n g t h e m t 0 i c > a n d ^ « t h c m i n 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ T ' 9 ^ ^ himfelf oranotherto be 
E S S M S r ^ l ? ^ n d i e a d l n § tb^mm 'I* Execution. So that it 
belongeth to fa, office to gather a Church, or a member to a 

Seft. 18. 11. Hence is the doubt refolveH w/z. *L *L» VA. 
ftor, or Church be Rrfi inwdtr^ViL,7 W h * t h e r ™e p 4 

The Minifter as /mMerrncJ N

A

a t n r ^ ' ^ wfwer ' 
Churches is before a Chnr f? a n d B a P t i z e a n d g a t h e r 

oftirae B u t t h r P . f t ? , C u g a t h e r e d i n order of Nature and 
th^ c L c h i t f f f ° r ° I ^ P a"icalar Church as fuch, and 
g e t h e r a n a ' 5 . W h ° £ ^ h f i s > a r e a s o t h e r M « i o i , t o -gecnerandat once- as Father and Son.Husband and Wife k-c 

t e r m e d 9

w f - H e n « * ' ! o is the great controverfie eafily dê  
K M L " " i r«r»c»l*r Ckvrcb or theunlverf.l ie firfi-
A l t : •d Prim*: To which I anfwer i . T h e 
-^e i t ion l inot de,rimeJigm,m;)>D0T whicb is finally tht Mini-
lters chief Bod .- For fo it is paft controverfie that theUniverfal 
i T , r j J • I• A s " " » - < W txifittce, thennlverfalChurch 
L»JA e ' { . h c 7 S c o n f i ( l i n g of Chriftians as Chrrftians, con-
Z ! S a 5 d B f p U z t d l 6 r f u r t h e r a s confiding of Regular Or­
dered Affembhcj, or particular Churches. (For all Chriftians 

nrf> 
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C > 3 7 ) 
I are not members of particular Churches: and they that are,are 

yetconfiderablediftindly, as meer Chriftians and as Church-
I members C of particular Churches) And fo its clear, that 
I men arc Chriftians in order of Nature, and frequently o f time, 
I before they are member of particular Churches: and therefore 
I in thisrefpect the univerfal Church ( that is, initseflence ) is 

before a particular Church, ^ut yet there muft be One particu­
lar Church,before there can be many. And the Individual Chur­
ches are before the Affociation or Connetlion of thefe individu­
als- And therefore though in its ejj'ence and the exiftence of 

I that effence the univerfal Church be before a particular Church 
I ( chat is, men are Chriftians before they are particular Church. 
I members •, ) yec in its Order, and the exiftence of that Order, i t 
I cannot be faid fo : nor yet can it fitly be faid that thus the Par* 
I ticular is before the univerfall. For the firft particular Church 
I and the univerfal Church were all one ( when the Gofpel ex­

tended as yet no further) And it was fimul & femelan ordered 
I univerfal tnd particular Church'. ( but yet not qua univerfal) 
I But now , alliheZJxiverfal Church is not Ordered at all into 
f particular Churches: and therefore all the Church univerfal 
I cannot be brought thus into the Queftion. But for all thofe 
I parts of the univerfai Church that are thus Congregate (which 
1 [houldhz all that have opportunity ; they are considerable, 
I either as dijlinlt Congregations independent and fo they are all 

I in order of nature together ( fuppofing them exiftcnt:) Or elfe as 
I Connexed and Ajfociatedjor Communion of Churches,or otherwife 
I related to each other: And thus many Churches are after the Indi­

viduals^* fi»gle Church is the Ecclefta prima as to all Church 
forms of Order; and Afociations are but Ecclefia orta, arinng 
from a combination or relation or Communion of many ot tneie. 

Sed. 20. The fourth part of the Miniftcrial work is about 
particular Churches Congregate,™ we arc Paftors of them. Ana 
in this they fubferve Chrift in all the parts of his office. ^ a g u 

1. Under his Prophetical office,thcy are to Teach theC hurcaes n ^ ^ 
to obferve all thin?s whatfoever he hath commanded them- « « - % C o r . f m 

I ver & open to them that Holy dodrine which they b » v e J ™ * " *9r 

ved from the Apoftles that fealed it by Miracles and dehvered it to 
the Church.And as in Chrifts name to pcrfwadc and exnort men 
to duty, opening to them the benefi ted the danger of ncgleit. 



K S Z I Z V . G o d w l " C h r i f t s P'ieRIy office they are to ftand between 
„ & 4.3j. ^ p J ^ ^ ^ o p l e . a n d t o e n q u i r e o f G o d f o r l h e a i , andfpeak 

P n M ^ n M h e i r b e h a l i a n d i n t h e i r a ° d » "ceive their 
•S%££t4. and T h a n k ^ v " 9 1 0 G , ° d V i n

L

d t 0 o f f e r " P t h £ ftcrificeofPraife 
Ads 1 0 ; « . ™ ™ 1 " J f ° n c h e " ' b e h a l f ' a n d t 0 celebrate the Comme-
* ? r - »•»• Tme b i t ^ ft5* fa ° f C h r i f t U P ° " t h c Crof t , and in his 
r S 4 r b " ^ ' ° ^ c t r c h V a n d B t o o d . a o d SeaIedCoven.nt ,and 

Mato^is!' t 0 p ' l " ! 6 ^ . h i s Kingly office f a Paternal Kingdom J they are 
and t o R u k o r r T ' , C ° r a m a n d ° b c d * " « in his Name, 
reprove ad™on?m ^ ? l l t h e f l * k , a s Overfcenof i t , and to 

fefflons of Penkenr! 1 ' » fPProveofP r o l t iOo. - s ar,d Con-

«ed in the D^fintr J h " ^ ° [ k m u f t b e d o n e for the ends mentio-

% * n e c e f f J r y X r t h o S STr t t f % C ° m ^ W 

fort and Satisfaftion o f t h e C h u ^ r ^ r ^ ' Forthecom-
dmances ( Sacrament. Vfn n C , b a n d t h e v a ' ' d ' t y of theOr-

• is neceflf,ry thauhefe P n H P T * " ^ . t 0 C ' e i r f P i r ' » » ' bc"cht, » 
that they i n X i l * J A ' W ^ " kim^dhli*; and 

Sea%2 1 7 » : ! n ( ^ h a l v e s . } 

'her the l m e » l * J t I P ° ? ' ^ C a f e ^ b c r e f o ' v e d . 

i« hot neierfary t X v . L - ' ^ " 7 ° f t h e P r ' e f t s 7 B " ' ' " " ' 
no ordinance p-rform J k y

t

 t b e m to the people: For then 

A ^ t J r * m { m a ? * t N e c c f f a r y . And that they be 
- L ^ f l , e h ° M

r

d t 0 f u b m i t c o - k i s "«effary thai he 

tent of true Bam fto,rrcorn. or not with a feeming in­
to tedoneae^ ' S , t 0 " l c c a k e n and the thing 
efFeduako the A n d t i l « t h e ord.nancf,rnay be bleffedand 

hat a J l T a V C * 7 * i m ° " o f l i v i n g them to the ends 
f £ S r f S ? f P p 0 W K d ' h t I n - T h - » »nd no father is 
cefc * y 1° t h e V a l ! d , t y o f I h e Ordinance and to the for-
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rfP'A The particular ends I (hail not further fpeak of,as having been 

rJtfy* longer already then I intended on the Definition. 
Sed. 23. But the principal thing that I would defire you to 

^ ^ ^ ^ B obfcrve, n order to the decifion of our controverlie, hence, is 
^^^ • " tha t theMin i f t ry i s f i r f t con f ide rab l easa jv^r^nd Service and 

burden and labour of rJMmijterial fervice may be laid on any L. . 
^ ^ ^ H without Ordination by fuch as our Englijh relates f Or whether 

^ ^ ^ ^ H all menaredifcharged from this labour and fervice on whom 
^ ^ ^ • j i u c h Prelate* do not I rnpole it ? if Magiftrates, Pre>bv-

him not ? 
Sed. 24. Though the foremenrioned works do all belong to 

$ the Omce of the Miniftry, yet there muft be Opportunity and a 
^jM* particular Call to the exerctfe of them, before a man is actually 

^ ^ ^ • | obliged co perform the fcvcral ads. And therefore it was not 
X f j X ' wirhout fence and reaiontbat in Ordination the Biftiop faid to 
fy\Jt t b c ^ r ^ 3 : n e t * v Take thou authority to Read or to preach the word 
V if °f when thou /halt be threunto lawfully called | Not that ano-

Jm ther call of Authority is neceflarv to ftate them in the office, or 
^ ^ ^ H to oblige them 10 ihe Duty in General: But we muft in the in-

^ | vitation of people, or their content to hear us, or o. her fuch 
advancagious accidents, prudently difcern when and where we 
have a Call to fpeak andexercife any ad of our M n i f t n . Even 0 

ftgr 

I f f f hie & nttnc we fhould per/or m iuch a work : which is done 
D K by Pio^idence cauitng a concurrence of fuch invit ng Cir-

^•cumftances' that may perfwade a prudent man that it is feafo-
nab'c. 

| H Sed. 25. A man that is in general thus obliged by his office 
' to do all theformenrioned worksof the M i n i f y , (thatis,when 

he hath a particular call to each ) may verm particular never 
V ^ e obliged to lome of thefe works, but may be called to fpend his 
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life infomeotherpartof the Minif t ry , and yet be a compleat 
Minifler, and have the obligation and Power to all, upon fup-
pofition of a particular Ca l l ; and not be guilty of negligence in 
omitting thofe other parts. One man man may live only among 
Infidels and uncalled ones, andfobe obliged only to Preach 

and Guide them in h d , % W D ° A ^ ' I " / " " r t " K ^ ' M niftersnarrc o « y w i > r i n , P - A n d in the fame Church if one 
™ e Z l T Z " l T i f w Publickpreachmg, and another* 
fop f one be heft i n " ^ ' 0 " ' * & s ° f Guidance and Wor-

them :'and it " o t b e L " ? , A'V work between 
negligence thato " L b 3 ^ f o r « n 6 , t h f u l n 6 a n d 
have our guifts t o t h e T h n ^ 5 . t h e o t h e r d o t h . For we 
was not f f n to t » edification .• Thus Paul faith he 
not i n ° h i ! S S ^ f i r J S - t 3 ^ N « that it was 
g f e . h e had feldome a / e e ^ ^ ^ ^ i , ' 1 ^ 

S ^ ' ^ ^ ^ r f ^ G o r p d . - b i ­
sect. 2 ! T h l M ? „ S . ' c h J ° , h , m "asagreater work. 

eminent Degree " t h e f a ^ O f f i ' 0 ^ ° ^ * J 0 " f*!«« u c u c ' a m c Office. And therefore thev them-
S k e f t h office h " ° f t ^ I W 0 f Ordination is in both al,ke (the office being the fame ; But that for the honour 
tat&fr h C ! ' t h e , u n i t y « f ' h e Church, Presby-
S * * ? 1 fr0m i h e E " t c . f e o f t h a t Ordination, wb.ch 
yet u in their Power and Office. 

Se& 



A Sect. 27. As far as Ordination is a part o f the Miriffterial 
Work itiscomprifedin the forementionedads, ^tfCongreg** 
f % , Teaching, Ruling, &c.. ] and therefore is not left out of 
the Definition, as it is a duty of the office: though it be not ex-
preflfed among the Efficient caufes, for the reafon above menti» 
oned randbecaufelaranowmorediftindly to treat of it by i t 
felf, and to give you further reafons hereof in the explication o f 
the Nature and Ends of this Ordination. 

C H A P . I L 

O f the f e a t u r e and Ends of Ordination. 

Sed. i . f f f i f t Hat we may know how far the 
Ordination in queftion is ne-
celTary to the Miniftry , and 
whether the want of it prove a 
Nullity , we muft firft enquire 
what goes to the laying of the 
Foundation of this Relation * 
and how many thing* concur 

in the efficiency, and among the reft, what ^ " ^ ^ J 
ers have todoas their proper part: and what are the realons ol 
their Power and Work. t r _ 0 r e e A t w 

Se«. 2. A. all that deferve the -ape ^ . f f " 
there is no Power in the world but from God the Absolute i o 
veraiga, a n d T f t Caufe of Power : fo .11 t h M ^ h c ^ 
ofChnftians are agreed that there ts no Church Power 
what is from ChriS the bead and Sovera>gn K.ng of 

G h s £ V Asthewdlof GodistheCauft 
setfong but theSignification ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ C ^ 
Of Q C 0 & # U > So in the making a man a W 



M ^ S S S 5 r ° r v" 5 ' ° l h e r [ n a r u ™ n c a l Efficient- but 
" W t f L ^ ^ Sochacic i s but in 
f o r e T o r X ^ ; I ^ L

a r C N « e f f a r y - No more there-

a man mavbeaMinift J C % > l n « l without Ordination, 
he may beculnaM ^ W ' t h 0 U t « : « T h o u S h in other refpedt 

sect. 4. fhereis confideraku:~ * f .« » v 

tho("great Benefits to th f ' P / ° n ' ^^'On-Ordinances are 
be a 4ans o f T o n w i n o £ m C n ' W h i c h c h c M l f l , f t c r V * to 
is the meami of t h e ? S 8 ^ C m ! A n d i s i c ^ • Benefit as it 
a of Chr i f tcotheChurrh , ^ . ^ ' " ^ P e f t t b e ^ ^ i s 
af t for their Mlnift ation R r ^ ' " " ^ i s c h ? n c C t { i V > T 

f«Weft. Hegiveth Paft' l ° f t h l * * i f t f h c C h u r c h t s t h e 

#iQn with the Churches Merr< C J 3 " r c h ' n

 2' B u t i n con/un-
takes of mercy: I t is adoubi R t b e M i n i f t e r hinafclf alfo par-
tive with them of the blefline of r £ ! n C £ ? i m t 0 b e b o c h r e c e P " 
ta'l lor them in the conveyance a „ ? ° P . d V a n d C o b e i n f t r ^ c n * 
fo fwcet and honourable thourh f>ef2 ? r*i T U c h e x e r t , f c d i n 

in^ work. As in P i v i l A ! 8 f ' e f t : d , f P ! e a f i r g and endanger-
anl in allm>7k, fo? ^ ^ r s t h e gnrer ,s the double receiver ; 

Benefits^fo k it here And h C g f e a t e " D u [ i e s are the greateft 
nation or af t o f bounty to himfelF 7 f ' a S ° U M " » f t e r i s > D o " 
of the Miniftry, as he g i v e , ! ™ ! ? r h ? ' ' £ 8 ' V e t h " t h c 0 t f i c e 

command to us to d X m S h l , ^ A w ^ A x : ^ ^ »L , . o c n m 3 *e Mmiflers. sect, o. hrom the work which rh* v r n /• 
andthecommand of Obedience aid uno^Th 7 ' T Hnfv ;„ c u / i - . . L C , a i J u P ° n t h e people,ar fe-b their 

C o m ^ f ^ t r g , ? U , ? P 0 W e r ' a n d r o i s t o b e cauied by 
n T l h » h via • a s , t n i f t u m a i n o f P o w « < b « is to com­mand both Paftor and People. Seel 



C H 5 ) 
5e&. 7. So that the Miniftry confifting of Duty, Benefit, and 

Power, (or Authority,Jit is taufed by Preceptive Obligation, by 
Liberal Donation, and by Commijfion. But the laft is bat com­
pounded of the two firft,or a remit from them, The Command 
of God to Paut^ e. g. to Preach and do the other works of the 
Miniftry, doth of it felf give him Authority to do them. And 
Gods command to the People to hear and fubmit, doth concur to 
make it a Power as to them. And the Nature and ends of the 
work commanded are fuch as prove it a Benefit to the Church $ 
and confcquentially to the Minifter himfelf.So that all is compre­
hended in the very impofition of the Duty : By commanding 
us to preach the word , we are Author ized to do it, and by Do­
ing it we are a Benefit to the Churchy by bringing them the Go-
fpel and its Benefits.. \ 

Sed. 8. Our Principal work therefore is to find our,on whom 
Chrift impofethlhz Duties of Church Miniftration .-And by what 
fignsofhis wil l , the perfon himfelf and the Church may beaf-
furcd that it is the Will of Chrift, that this man (hi l l undertake 
the doing of thefe work?. 

Sect-o.And therefore let us more diftinctly enquire, 1. What is 
to be (ignified in ordertoaMinifters Call; and 2. How Chrifl: 
dothfignifie his will about the feveral parts-, andfo we (hall fee 
what, is left for Ordination to do, when wc fee what is already 
done, or undone. 

Sect. 10. f 1. I t muft be determined or (ignified that A Mi­
niftry there muft be., 2. And what their Work and Power ihali 
be. 3. And what the PeoplesRelation and duty toward them 
fhallbe. 4 . Wnatmen (hall be Minifters, and how qualified 
Si And how it (hall be decerned by themfelves and others wtiicft 
arc the men that Chrift intends. , . , . 

Sect. 11. Now let us confider 1 What Chrift hath done al­
ready in Scripture 2.And whathedoihbyProvidence,ro^-ds 
the determination of thefe things, Au4 r . In the Scrip u f*m 
hath already determined of thefc things, or figniSe i tha* ,r- w V5" 
Wi l l , 1. That there be a ftanding Mintftry in the. Char: P , ' o i J t 

- • - • «« L >-{0O tiiC VJO"* 

Rales or Canoo&ior thedirectiogihea. £ m a j l i f l i c g ^ • *r 
uuiV'Sria* 



• ? m 7" , a J "cceffity) in the performance of thefe works. 4. He 
hath delcnbed the perfons whom he will have thus employed, 
° ° 7

t h 7 t b e Qualifications neceflaryto their Being and to the 
Well- W o t their Miniftracion. 5. He hath made it the Duty 
ot iuch qualified perfons to dcfire the work, and to feek it in cafe 
or need to the Church. 6.He hath made it the Duty of the people 
todefire fuch Paftors, and to feek for fuch and choofe them or 
conient to the choice. 7. He hath made it the Duty of the pre-
lent Overfccrsof the Church to Call fuch to the work,and Ap-
prove them and Invefl them in the office (which three acts arc 
are caded Ordination, butfpecially thelaft. ) 8.Hehathmadc 
c trie Duty of Magittratesto encourageand protect them, and 

in lome cafes to command them to the work, and fet them in the 
omce by their Authority. A i l thefe particulars are determined 
or already m the Laws of Chrift, and none of them left to the 
power of men. 

vernedor nn> og i c n ° J w h c c f a c r t h e y {hall be taught or go-
the*There £ n ^ S \ C ! . m e n Z s adminiftred or no ? 2 - Nor whe-
( as to tL v? 3 M " ? f t r y o r n o M i n i f l r y ? 3. Nor how far 
extend t h ^ a t t e

k

r of their work and power) their office ihall 
Scripture ^ i ? ^ " - S p e c i c s i c f h a M b e ? 4. Nor whether tbc 
^ f S ^ r i ^ r ^ ^ 0 0 ^ C a n o n ? 5-Nor whe-
admitred T r not ft 3 5 ? ° t h a t h d e f c r i b e d < only to be 

to feek aid c C f c f S n a ° r t h e D ^ y of the People 
of M a g n a t e s t o ^ ! i v ° t ° f ? a f t ° r S t 0 o r d a i n r u c h ? o r 

is the o S K j K ? r P U t t h c m o n ? N o n C 0 f t b i s 

^ ^ d & l m i ^ ^ u ^ ? a n 0 n w h a t P^tence foever,{hall 
Wciples S i z e d h t 0 0 ^ 1 ^ a ' H not be preached, nor the 
tions governed t n , c * B P " Z c d C o n gregated, the Congrega-
OialJ k n o ^ ^ S ^ " a d ^ i " i f t r e d , &c. or thafthere 
f i n e that w S w" l i n t r , ° ' o r i f a n V m a n D e t c r " 
P o w e r o f f u f o e n d ^ o r i f h c P r e r c n d t 0 a 

tion, o r n o S ^ « " Non-approba-
regarded in anv ofSi?Ti 8f ^ ° 1 - 5 h V * n o m o r e t o b e a n d 

6 umany of this Ufurpation,then I wcreiflfhouldmakca 
T an; 



( H O 
JLaw,that no King (hall reign but by my nomination,approbation 
or Coronation. And i f any roan under pretence of Ordaining, 
do fet up a roan that wants the Qualifications which Chrift hath 
made neccffary to the Being of the Miniftry, his Ordination is 
Nul l , as being without Power, and againft that Wil l of Cbrift 
that only can give Power. And fo of the reft of the particulars 
forementioned : Where the Law hath already determined, they 
have nothing to do but obey i t . And though the mifcarria-
ges of a man in his own calling do not al waies nuliifie his ads, yet 
all that he doth quite out of the line of his Office are Nullities,, 

Sed. 14. We lee then that all that the Law hath left to the 
Ordainer is but this: In General, to Difcern and judge of the 
perfon that isQualificd according to the Defcription of the Lawj 
and particularly to c*//him out to the work, if he need excite­
ment, and to Trj and Approve him, before he be admitted,and to 
Invefthim, or iolemnize his admittance, at his entry, io tha t 
the ium of all is, but to find out the qualified pcrfon, becaufc 
he is not named by the Law. 

Sed. 15. And even in this the Ordainers are not the only 
Difcerners.or Judges^ but the perfon hirofelf,the People and the 
Magiftrates, have all the forementioned parts in the work. And 
GodhirofelJf goes before them all, and by providence frequently 
points them out tfce roan whom they are bound to choofe, Or­
dain, accept and fubmit unto: and that by thefe particular ads, 

Sed. 16. 1. As God doth plainly defcribe the perfonsintbe 
word fo he doth Qualifie them accordingly by his Guifts: and 
that of three forts: Even, his fpecial Graces (neceflary fofac 
as wasbefore mentioned ; Minifterial Abilities of Knowledge 
and utterance, and a defire after the work, for its ends .>JM* 
ufethto quajifie fo fmall a number thus, "fW™ *™ 
Churches Meceffitjes, that whether they foould be Minifters ( in 
general; ornot, is fcldom matter of controverfie to prudent 
men, or at leaft a doubt that's more eafie to decide. 3 • God uietfi 

orconfentto the perfon thu^quahfied. 5- ^ ^ ^ ^ 
updef i resorconteinthehcir t of the perfon W be M M f t 



of that 
him L 

t particular floclc, 6. Andheufeth oft times to procure, 
tberty , i f not fome call from the Magiftrate. 7. And t 

a w to remove impediments in his way. 8. And to affift or-
dainers indifcerning the qualifications of the perfon , when the., 
work comes to their hands.? Alf this God doth providentially. 

Sett. 17. By this much it appcareth, that the Ordainers dof 

not give the paw eras from themfelvesto others • nor dothic 
^fsthroughtheir^ands.. They are but the occafions, and the 
initruments of Inauguration or folemn pofftffion,when their in-
terpofition is due. I t is the (landing A f t of Chrift in his Law that, 
giveth the Power immediately, 1 fay immediately s as with­
out any mediate receiving and conveying caufc , that is, 
.7rn v f r « o f t h c P o w e r [ t f c ! f > t h ough not fo Immediately. 

r o , P r 5P a r ««ons , andpe r fed ing Inftruments, acci-
m-nc . ? ? ° ^ h e r m c a n s ' A s i n c a f e ofMarriage.it is the wo­
mbat ( S I S h 1 Z , S K° f * i ' c e m t y t 0 t h c ^ n a t i o n of the Perfon 
civeth h m ^ h f h u s b a n f B ^ " » not her Confcnc that properly 
G o f h m l n / Z ' f u o v « her T o r that is done by 

which o « d « c ^ i ^ ° f h i s p 0 W C r ' 
«Hindividn.I nl?r u , m m c d , a t e l y fonferreth the power 00* 

rtl the Perfon doth but prepare and difpofehim to 

perron to the T W > „ S * ¥ n o t £ , v e I t J t s o n c t h < n S to bring the 
{ m m ^ I ^ I ? " healeth,that he may be the man that firft 
i X o f r h ^ ' r a n other thing to heal him: Itsonethingto 
f r o l G n f i f ^ l h a t ? a I 1 r e c e i v e t h e Power immediately 

S e c ? ' | in X R O i h c r l h m ^ Q § i y c i t ^ our felve.. r 
mens^nterefl I I™" t b e c a f c ofMagiflratesPower, in M 
b e ^ i S w ^ ^ ? ^ n wedifcernable to the world and 
S e S i ^ r ^ ^ ™ t f l e P ° w e r ofMinifters. Though 
man ^ £ o C C r - n f P f i f i c a t * o n that depended, on the will o f 
d ^ , r . n f e W c H t r f c l f

L

i s ' ^ ^ d i a t e l y from God, and men, 
€&a « 5 r ? I t h c

1 P ^ r f o n t h a ^ a ! l receive i t , and prcfent him to, 
t*od and folemnty inaugurate him. And for my part, I think r, 
tnaii never confent to any fide that will needs give more'to 

^ ' ^ ^ S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ p e ° p f e ; ™ ' n S * * a M i n K 

http://ofMarriage.it
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$e&. 19. I f any doubt of this ( as I perceive by mauy wri» 

" cihgs, they d o ) I (hail, tofpare the labour of a Digreflion,re-
fcrthemto the copious unanfwerable labours of abundance o f 
Proteftants that have written in England for the Royal Power: 
But inftcad of more, let them but read Spalattnfis, and Saravia 

• and Bdfon,%cA reft fatisfied, or confute them before they expect 
any more from me. 

Sect. 20. As in the making of BaylifFs for our Corporations, 
either the people,or theBurgelTesJhavethe power of choofing, 
and the Steward or Recorder bath the power of fwearinghim, 
and performing the Ceremonies: and yet none of thefc confer 
the power, but only defign the perfon, who receives the power 
from the Prince alone, by the Charter of the Cities or Towns,as 
his Inftrumenf.fo is it in the ordaining of Minifters. The People 
may choofe, and the Paftors may inveft,but its God only by the 
Gofpel Charter that confers the power from himfelf. 

Sed. 2 t . Hence it is plain that the Argument is vain that* 
commonly ufedby the Prelates, from Nemo dat qaodmnhaht. 
For i t falfly fuppofeth that the Ordainers are the givers Of 
Power ( the mafter-error in their frame. ) Ghrift hath i t , 
and Chrift giveth i t . Men give it not, though fomeof them 
have i t : For they have it only to ufe and not to give. When 
the People choofe a King, they give him not the Power, buc 
God giverh it to the man whom the people choofe. When our 
Corporations choofc their BaylifF, the choofers give him ndc 
the Power; for they haditnotthcmfclves; but they determine 
of the man that immediately from the Princes Charter ftiall re­
ceive i t : Nor doth the Recorder or Steward give " P r i o r y , 
but only lnfirume»taliter&perfeSihe by aCerernomahnauguni-
tion. So the People give not Paftors the Power: Nor the Ordain­
ers, but only compiementaliy. ^ ' t h ( . 

Sed.22. Fromwhatisaforefaidaifo it appearfth, that trie 
work of the Miniftry is founded firft in <he Law of naav e it ^ , 
which upon fuppofirion of mans mifery and his , e c o ! e / V f t / 
Chrift, and the P. omife and means appointed for apP*ca«on 
requircth every man that hath Ability and Opportunity, co 
do his beft in the Order appointed him by God , to lave 
mens fouls by proclaiming the Gofpel, and ufing Gois appoint­
ed means ^ tor the great andblefled Ends that are 



( H O 
Sea.23 .Hence it alfo appearcth thatGods firft command(part* 

iy m Nature and partly in the Gofpei ; is that [ The work fall 
be done the Go/pel/hall-be preached, Churches gathered and go-
verned,Sacrame»tsadmimftred^ and that the Precept deordineh 
but fecundary and fubferviei,t to thisJVnd i f at any time,akeraci-
? b T t f n ? e ? r d ' ? r n 'mpoffible, it will not follow that 

^ l ? r x r d c C e a f e t h c o b c < ^ y > o r the precept to oblige. 
fl«. v i 4 \ • l C r T L f C S M m c n o t themanthatftiallbe a Pa-
hid • r i ? n n W ; e n i , C r h *dct&*Un™ « commandeth the Defcri-
l d 2 n d u e I y ^ feek admittance, and commandeth thePeo-

them two dirtm i T K ' J • N o w t h d e Pl'ecep^s contam in each of 

thrnZ 1 ? l ] , f c c o n d , s C ^ they offer them-

make.aLaw.that there (hah h , Ph V ' , h e S o v e r a i g n P , ° ? e r 

of Phyfitians to P r a a i c : & ? y r , c , a n s * V » C o 1 e d . f 
the perfons that n ™ s Common-wealth ] and defcribe 
that fuch i r f o n s < h n J n l " ^ ! T h i s P l a i n l V & f t concludeth 
k , S f f u l r L ^ n P h Vfi«ans , andI but Londarily 4ar-
ft^ d L i c e n f t ^ l 1 1 , 3 1 1 ^ , i c e n f e d - - fo * « i f Colledge 
r e r s X t feek^ ' 7 a , l y ° f T e i l y , '">{uffi«™ men.and murde-
q u a l i f i c d 2 2 l d e ; t h ' 0 r f h 0 U l d r e f u f e toLkenfc th* perfons 

the qual,fiS P X , ° r o a v 'a* V T t ^ l T " ? P ^ ^ r f 
bindeth f „ a S A u , t h 0 r : z e d b y , t b a t L a « ^ h ' c l 5 

aotby them ) frun t e % W / J ? t h e p l e d g e f and not 
hand prdinem. Sots i t in this cafe in 

m e a n ! S i S l s f e j * a p f * f « * , h a t I Ordination is one 

^ n n a n ! ? ° " ^ c f f L b e d i n t h e L a w o f Chrift ) for the re-
• i ^ ^ ^ e ^ o f A e M W f t B W o f f l , , . And that theends 

to M l l n n V f i ^ t a k e c a r c t h » t h e o f f i c e f a i l n o t : and therefore 
« , . , e * P ' * . ifmodefty or impediment, hin-

S f c o r 'he People from nomina-

l u r e S S S k ? h ^ J * * ? ' a n d w h e t h e r they arefucias Scrip-
S « t r*nsf C l l l S 3 ' A n d to/blemnize their Ad­
mittance, &y fuch an mveftiture, a i w h e n i ^ i & f f i 0 J , o f a H o u & 

http://make.aLaw.that
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is given by a Miniftertal tradition of a Key; or Po&cfiion of 
Land by Minifterial delivery of a twig and a turf, or as a 
Souidier is lifted, a King Crowned, Marriage Solemnized, after 
confenc and Title, in order to a more folemn obligation, and ple­
nary poffeflion;fuch is our Ordination. 

"e«ft. 26. Hence it appeareth that as the Ordainersare not ap­
pointed to Judge whether the Church (hall have Ordinances 
and Mtnifters, or not ( n o more then to judge whether we 
(hall have aChrift and heavcn,or not:)but who (hall be the man; 
fo it is not to the Being of the Miniftry fimply,and in alrCafes 
that Ordination is neceffary, but to the fafe being and order of 
admittance, that the Church be not damnified by intruders. 

Seft. 27. Ordination therefore is Gods orderly and ordinary 
means of a Regular admittance ^ and to be fought and ufed 
where it may be had ( as the folemnizing of Marriage.) And 
it is a fin to negled it wilfully, and (o it isufually necciTary 
ceffitate Vracepti, & T^ecefliute medii ad ordinem & beneejje. 
But it is not of abfolute Neceffity Necefttate mtdn ad el\e Mm-
jhriiyot to the Validity or.Succefs of our office and Mimftrauons 
to the Chtfrch-, nor in cafes ofnectftity,when it cannot be had, 
is it ncceffary necefsltate pracepti neither. This is the plain truth, 

Sett 28 There arc great and weighty Reafons of Chnfts 
committing Ordination to Paftors. U Becaufe they are moll 
Able to judge of mens fitnefs, when the People may be igno­
rant of i t . 2. Becaufe they are men doubiy^Devoted to^tne 
Church and work of God thernfclves,3nd therefore1 may be fup-
pofed ( regularly } to have thegreaceft (Jaretfadmoft impartial 
refped to fheChurch and caufe o f G M - ^ ^ r a ^ ^ 
laryjbe fuppofed to be men o ^ ^ P f ^ ^ 1 ^ ^ 
elfethey are not wellchofeo.) 4. * ^ ^ f r & & ^ - ™ J l 
ter to keep Unity, when the people are ufually divided rn their 
choice. 5 And f every man ftaou^ 
(elf that will judge h ^ f e l f f i t , and ^ ^ f / ^ . 
accept him,moft certainly the worft would be oft » ™ 
men, ( before they*re fent , ) and, for ^ f f / h ^ f f i J ! 
t h i n k t h e m f e i ^ 
norant ; and t ^ Peo^woiOdbe would 
heretical fmooth- tongueM men 1 or more *im y 
! ^ f e a n d * x ^ 



intereft in them, i>y friends or acquaintance, and them that 
will moft pleafe and humour them, and inftead of being their 
Teachers and Rulers, would be taught and ruled by them s 

and do as they would have them. Order is of great mo­
ment to preferve the very being of the Societies ordered , 
and to attain their well-being. God is not the God of Confu-
fion but of Order, which in all the Churches muft be maintain­
ed : No roan therefore (hould neglect Ordination without ne-
ceffi ty; And thefe that fo neglect i t , {hould be difowned by the 
Churches, unlefs they (hew fufficient caufe. 

C H A P . I L L 

Ordination is not o f ^ e c e f s i t y t o the be­

ing o f the M i n i f l r y . 
i .- • . 

•ongi od 
I , Aving (hewed what the Miniftry is, 

and wbatOrdination is,and how the 
work is impofed on us, and the 
Power conferred , I may now 
come up to the point undertaken , 
to flicw the fin of them that 
Nullific all our Minifters calling 

and adminiftrations, except of fuch as are ordained by the 
Engliih Prelates. And for the fuller performance of this task,I 
(hall do it in thefe parts, i.t lhall fhew that Ordination it felf by 
man it not of Neceffity to thc being of a Minifter. 2.1 ihall (hew 
that much left is ah uninterrupted fucceffion of Regular Ordi­
nation (fuch as either Scripture or Church Canons count valid) 
of Nccefficy to the being of Church or Miniftry. 3.1 (hall (hew, 
that much iefs is an Ordination by fuch as our M»gliJiBtiho?s 

ne-


