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nifters ; butin the latter an unfan&ified man :may be a Mini-
fler. Asthereisa difference among Members between the 7ifi-
bleand Myftical, ( of whichl have fpoken elfewhere.*) Sois
there between Paffors. Some bave a Titlethat sn foro Ecclefie
or Ecclefiajudice will hold good , that bavenone that is good
sn foro Dei : Inoneword . the Churchisbound to takemany a
man as & t7ae Minifter to them, and receive the Ordinances from
him in faith, and expe@ation of a Bleffing upon promife; who
yet before God isa finful invader,an ufurper of the Miniftry and
fhall be condemned for ic.

As in worldly Poffeffions, many aman hatha good Title be-
fore men, and at the bar of man, fo that no man may difturbhis
Poffeffion, nor take it from him, wichout the guile of theft,
when yet he may have no good Rightat the bar of God to jufti-

" fie him in his retention.So it is here.

Se@. 6. Itistoo commona cafein Civil Governments { the
ignorance of which occafioneth many to be difobedicot. ) A man
that invadeth the Soveraigaty without a Title, may beno King
as to himfelf, before God, aod yet may be truly a King asto the
People. Thatis, He ftands guilty before God of Ufurpation,
and ( till he Repent, and get a better Title ) fhall bean{werable
for all his adminiltrations asunwarrantable : And yet, when he

hath fetcled himfelf in Poffeffion of the Place, and exercife of the

Soveraignty, he may be under an obligation to do jufticeto the
people,and defend them,and the people gay be under an obligati-
on to obey him and honour him and to receive the fruits of his
Government as a bleffing. Mens Title in Confcience and before

* Difpute of
Right te
Sacraments.

God /for Magiftracy and Miniftry ) themfelves ar¢ moft to ook

after,and to juftifie;and its oftencrakt and nanght,when their Ti-
tlein foro humano may be good;or when the people are bound to
obey them, And thofe mifcarriages or ufurpations of Magiftrates
or Minifters which forfeit Gods Acceptance andBlefiingto r:hcm&
felves, do not forfeir the bleffing of Cbnﬁs Ordxnance‘d an

cheir adminiftrations to the Church : For itis the guilty ap beﬂO!
theTnnocent that muft bear thelofs. A Sacrament rpayf as
effe&ual , and owned by God , for my benefit, when it is Irom
the hand of2 man that fhall be condemned for admxmﬁrmg it,
as when it is from the hand of a Saint that hagh a betrer
call ; foppofing ftill chac I be innocgm: of his ufurpation or er{_oh;

z ;
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This neceffary diftin&ion premifed, T ay, that fpecial Grace
uft be warrantable
tis not neceffary to

sand is neceflary'to
to the blefiing of the Ordinances and theic

.

and jultifyable to himfelf before God; buri

that call that’s jullifyable before the Charch
our fubmiffion and’

Validity to our good
Se&. 7. But yethere are fome Qualifications effentially necef-
fary, to Difpofe the man to be Receptive of the Miniftry, coram
Ecclefia ( though faving srace be not. ) Asr.ltisof Necefii-
ty thathe bea Chriftian by Profe/fion ; and fo that he Profefs thac
aith, repentance, love, obedience, which is faving. For the
Minilter in queftion is-only A Chriftian M niffer: and therefore
kemuft be 5 Chriftian, es aliguid amplins by profeflion.
2.Itis therefore Neceffary that be Profefs and feem to Under-
ﬁangl and Belicve all the Articlesof the faich, that are effential to

Chn&ianity, and do not heretically deny any one of thefc (what
ever he do by inferiour Acrticles, '

. 3- Hemuf be one that i

s ableto preach the Gofpel: that is,
in fome Competent mang

> T3k €r, t0 make known the Effencials of
Chnftlamty * orelfehe cannot bea Minifter atall. :

4.He muft be one thae underftandeth the Effentials of Baptifm,
and is ableto adminifter i

it ( Though the a@ual adminiftracion.
not alway neceffary. )

§- He muft underftand the Effentials ofa particular Church,
and profefs to allow of

fach Churches a5 Gods Ordinance; or
elfe he cannot be the Paftor o

fthem. ?
6 He muft Profefs to Valye and Love the Saints, and their
communion : Or elfe he cannot be a Minifter for the communion
of Saints,

*7- Hemult Profefsand feem to underftand, believe, and ap-
prove ofallthe Ordin

ancesof Chrift which are of Neceffity to
Cburch-communion. .

8. And he muft b tolerablyv able to-difpenfe and admini-

fter thofe Ordinances : Or elfe he is not capable of the office.
9- He mult Profefs and feem to make cthe Law of God his Rule
0 thefe adminiitrations. : : "
-¥0. And alfo to defire the faving of mens fouls, and the wd -
fare of the Church, and Glory and Pleafing of God. Ifhe havcﬂ
a0t beforeband afj thefe Qualifications, heis nggcapl!;:; i:if{.!:'l;'e ‘
e
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Minitry , nor ean any Ordination make: him- a true Mini-
fer. syl o

" Se@.8. If you demand my proof, it isfrom the common prin-
ciples that 1. The form cannot be recesved but into adifpofed capable
matter : but fuch are no difpofed capable matter therefore ,
& 2. The office is for the work + and therefore
prefuppofetha Capacity and ability for the work. The office
containeth 1. A» Obligation to the Dasy : But no man can be
obliged to do that which is Natarally Impoflible to him( though
a Moral Impoffibility may {tand withan obligation to duty,and
a Natural only as founded in the Moral ) 2. It containeth am
Apnthority or Power to do the work_: Bus fuch Power ( whichis
buta Right of excercifing Natnrall Abilities ) doth prefuppofe
the Abilities to be exerciled : Natural Power,is prefuppofed to

Civil Autbority. 3.1Itis Effentialto {ach Relations thatthey

be for their Ends: And therefore where there is an apparent iN=
capacity for the end,there is as apparent an incapacicy of the Re-
lation. But enough ef this.

Se&. 9. 2. A Minilter is [ an officer of Chrift,] and there- .
fore receiveth his Authority from bim, and can have none buc’

what he thus recieves. And therefore 1. He hath no Soveraignty
or Lordfhipover theChurch, for that is the perogative of Chrift.

2.He hath no degree of underived Power, and therefore muft -

prove his Power, and produce his Commiffion before he eanex-
pect the Churchto acknowledge it, 3. He hath no Power (0
work againft Chrift, orto deltroy the fouls of men, orto do
evil: ( Thoughhehath a Power by which occafionally be may
be advantaged to evil, yet hath he no Authority to doit:) For
~ Chrift giveth no man power to fin , norto do any thing againft
himfelf. 4. He deriveth not his authority from man (though.

by man | as an inftrument, or occafion, hemay ) The People

give him not his Power : The Magiftrate gives it not : The Or-
dainers ( Bifhops or Presbyters ) giveitnot, any furcher then
( as.Ifhall thewanon ) by fignifying the will of Chn& thatin-
deed givethit, and by invelling men in it by folemn delivery.
The Choofers may nominatethe perfomhatxihal_l receive it ; an

the Magiftrate may encourage bim to- accept it; apd_the Or-
dainers may Approve him and Iavelthim init: !mt it is Chrift
only that gives the Power as Sfrom himfelfs Asin Munagg,ffhc

i '
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perfons confent, and the Magiftrate alloweth it as Validtat his
bar ; and the Minifter bleffeth them and declareth Gods con-
fent: Butyet the Power that the Husband hath over the wife is
only from God as the conferring caufe; and all chat the reft do is
but to prepareand difpofe the perfonto Receiveit ; fave' only
that confequently,the confent of God is declared by the Minifter.
Of which more anon,when we fpeak of Ordination.

Sed. 10. 3. A Minifter is a man [ feparated,or fet a part ¥
to the work of the Gofpel. For he'is to make a calling of i,
and notto do it onthe by. Common men may do fomewhat
that Minifters do, even in preaching the Gofpel s but they are
not [ feparated or [¢t apart toir, and fo entrufbed with 4, nor
m'akea Cdlﬁﬂg or Ca”rﬁ gf tmplﬂjmf”t 0f"t-J MiniﬁersthCrc-
fore are Holy Perfensinan eminent fort, becaufe they have a two-

fold San&ification, 1. Theyareasall other Chriftians fan&i-

fied to God by Chrift through the fpirit, which fo devoteth

Rom. 1.1,2,

1 Pet.a.g.g.  all Prielthood, a Holy Nation
Rom. 1.6. God. AndChrit hath mad

b
cmployed in his moft eminent fervice! I mention not mans Or-
dination inthe Def

1 nition, becaufe itis not eflential to the Mi-
niftry, norof Abfoluce Neceflity to its being ( of which anor. )

But chat they be fet apare by the will of Chrift ang {an®ified to
him, is of Neceffity. \

Se@'11. 4.Thefe Minifters havea double fubje& to work up-
-0n,0r obje& about which their Miniftry is Employed. Thefirft
is [ The world, as that matter ous of whicha Churchis 1o be raif*
ed ] Thefecond is, Believers called oup of the world ] Thefe Be-
lieversare, [ Eithey Only Converted, and mot invefedin a Church
fate, orfuchasare 4o} Converted and Inveffed : ] Thefe later
are either [ fuch asare notyer gathered into 2 particular Church,

or fuch as are. ] Forall thefe are the ob je&ts of our office.
Se&.12, 5. Accordingly the firft pare of the Minifterial
office is to Preag) the Gofpel to unbelicvers and angodly owes for
sheir Converfien.  This therefore is not, as fome have rm:egé 3
-
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ned, a common work, any morethen preachingto the Church :
Occafionally ex Charitate, only another man may do it. But
ex Officio, asa work that we are feparated and fet a pare to and
entrufted with, foonly Minifters may do it.No man haththe
Power of Office; buthe that hath the Daty or Obligation, to
make it the trade or bufinefs of his life, to preach the Gofpel
( though bodily matters may come in onthe by. )

Se&. 13. 6.Hence it appears that a man is inorder of Narare
a Preacher of the Gofpelin Gemeral, before he be the Paftor of

- particnlar flack : though in time they often gotogethers that

is, whenaman is ordained to fuch a parcicular flock. _

Se&. 14. 7. Andhence it follows that a man may be ordain-
ed fine Titulo or without a particular charge, where the Con-
verting preparatory work is firft ro be done.

Sed. 15. 8. And henceit appeareth thata Minifter is firltin
order relaced co the unbelieving world, as the objet of his firlt
work, before hebe related ro the Church exiftent: either Ca-
tholick or particular: And that he is under Chrift firft a Spiris
~ tual Facher, to beget childrenunto God, from the unbelieving
world, and then a Governour of them. Ifothers havealready
converted them to our hands, and faved us chat part qf our
work, yet that overtbroweth not the order of the parts and
works of our office, though it hinder :
~ parc (it being done to our hands by others in that office. )

Sect. 16. 9. Thefecond part of the Minifters work is abont
Believers meerly converted together with their Children, whom
they yet have power to Dedicateto God : And chat isto (I:nveﬂ:
themin the Rights of a Chriftian, by Baptifm in folemnd ?1::;
nantigg with God the Father, ?_on ang goly Spirit. Andt i
are the next Material objes of our Office.

Many of the Ancients’ (Tertnllian by name, and Fhe Coun;}
cil of Eliberis ) thought thatincafe of Neceflity, a Laz‘-imﬁ )
( though nota Woman ) may Bapuze: If that be granted,y<t
muft 0ot men therefore pretend a Neceflt : e
But I am fatisfied 1.That Baptiim by a a private maﬂ,h:l S
eo momine a Nullity, nor to be doneagain: 3. And }:; £ o
not only a part of the Minifters work to Bapuizea app s
them chatare tobe Baprized, ex officio, but thatitisone Ot ‘i
greatelt and higheft acions of bisoffice ; EVen an cminent “c

.

excife.

the execution of the firft:

ty where thereis ponc. -
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ercife of the Keyes of the Kingdom , fetting men into the
Churchof Chrift: itbeinga principal part of cheir Truft and
power to judge who is meet to be admitted to the Priviledges
and fellowfhip of the Sains, %

Se@. 17. 10. The third part of the Minifters work is about the
Baptized, thatare only entred into the unjverfal Church ( for
many fuch there are, ) or elfe the unbaptized chat are Difcipled,
where the former work and this are doneat once ;: And thatis ,
#0 congregate the Difciplesinto particul sy Churches for Holy Com=
munion in Gods Wor(hip, ¢ic. They muftdo part of this them-
felvesin Execution.” Byt heleads them the way, by Teaching
them their duty, and Provoking them to it,and dire®ing them in
the execution , and oft-times offering himfelf or anotherto be
their Teacher,and Leading them in the Execution. So thatit
btltllonghcth to hisoffice to gather aChurch, or a membertoa

arch. '

Se@.18. 11.Hence

- for, or Church be firft in erder of

The Minifter as a Minift

! at particalar Churchas fuch, and
the Churchit felf whofe Paftor he is, are as other Relations,to-

gether and at once; as Father and Son,Husband and Wife, e
Asnature firft makes the Nobler parts, as the Heart and Brain
and Liver ; and chen by them as inftruments formech the reft ;
And as the Philofopher or Schoolmafter openeth hisSchool and
takes in Schollars ; andasthe C aptain hath firft his Commiffion
to gather Soldiers : But when the Bodies are formed,then when
the Captain or Schoolmafter dieth;another is chofen in his ftead,
Sois itin this cafe of Paftors, A
&.19. 12. Hence alfo is the great controverfie eafily de-
termined, Whether 4 particular Church or she univerfal be firft
inorder andbethe Ecclefia Prima: To which anfwer 1, The
Queftion is not de ordine diguitatis,nor which is finally the Mini-
fters chief Bnd : For fo-it is palt controverfie that the Univerfal
Church is firft, - 2. Asto order of exiffence, theuntverfal Church-
is-confidered either as confifting of Chriftians as Chriftians, con-
verted and Baptized+ or further as confifting of Regular Or-
ed Affemblics, or particular Churches. (For all Chnﬁt:;:‘
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- are not members of particular Churches : and they that are are
~ yet confiderable diftin&tly, as meer Chriftians and as Church-
- members ( of particular Churches ) And fo its clear, that
" menare Chriftians in order of Nature,and frequently of time,
. before they are member of particular Churches : and cherefore
in thisrefpect the univerfal Church ( that is, initseffence ) is
before a particular Church. suc yet there muft be Oxe particu-
lar Church before there can be many. And the Individual Chur-
ches are before the Affociation or Conmeltion of thefe individu-
als=  And therefore though in its effence and the exiftence of
* thac effence the univerfal Church be before a particular Church
( thatis, men are Chriftians before they are particular Church-
members ; ) yet in its Order, and the exiftence of that Order, it
cannot be faid fo : nor yet canit fitly be faid that thus che Par-
sicular is before the mniverfall. For the firft particular Church
and the univerfal Church wereall one ( when the Gofpel ex-
tended as yetno further ) And itwas fimnl & femelan ordered
univerfaland particular Church: ( butyetnot guz mniverfal )
Butnow , allthe Univerfal Church isnot Ordered at all into
particular Churches: and therefore all the (hurch univerfal
cannot bebrought thus into the Queftion. But for 2ll chofe
parts of the univerfal Church thatare thus Congregare ( whichs
' fhouldbe all that have opportunity ) they are confiderable,
either as diftintt Congregations independent 5 and fo they are 4/l
in order of matsre together ({uppofing them exiftent: ) Or elfe as
Connexed and Affociated Jor Communionof Churches,or otherwife
relaced to each other: And thus many Churches are after the Indi~
viduals &the fingle Church isthe Ecclefia prima As10 all C‘l{l;.’d’
forms of Order ; and Afociations are but Ecclefie ori, a1 ng
from a combination or relation or Communion ofmanyquthe-

Se&. 20. The fourth part of the Minifterial ‘work is about
pariicular Churches Congregate,as We are Paﬁprs of them. And
in this they fubferve Chrift in all the parts of his office. -

1. Under his Prophetical office they areto 7' each theC bﬂﬂ'hff

ver & open to them that Holy do&rine which they have fecel-

ved from the Apoftles that fealed it byMiracles,and delivereditto

the Church.And asin Chrifts name to perfwade and exhort men

i : he danger of negle&.
toduty, opening to them th;bcn%ﬁ:,and: edang x &ndct

Mat. 28. z0-
Heb. 2.3>4~

t0 obferve all things whasfocver ke bath commanded them: & deli- 2 Cor. §-

19,2
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Jam g.34.

Alts2.41, 42 God gnd the People,and to enquire of God for them, and fpeak

& 435
* Cor.11.23.

Afs 20. 7.
1 Cor.x0.16.

Adls 20. 28,
2 Cor. g.11.
1 Tim.g.x7,
20522524

2 Cor.2.10.

- Mar.18.18. -

Crisy,

. 2. Uoder Chrifts Prieflly: office ’they are to fland between

to God on their behalfand in their name, and to yecelve'th?;}'
Publick Oblations to God, and to offer np the facrifice of Prai f
and Thanksgiving on their behalf, and to celebrate the Comme
moration of the acrifice of Chrift upon the Crofs ; and in h!;
name £6 deliever Dbis Body and Blood,2nd Sealed Coverniant,an
benefits to the Church,
3- Under his Kingly office ( a Paternal Kingdom ) they are
to Proclaim his Laws, and Command obedience inhis Name,
and 0 Rule or Govern a ;
reprove, admonifh, cenfure and caft out che obftinazely impent-
tent,and confirm che weak, and approve of Profe (i ons and Con-
€iions of Penitents, and o Abfolve them, by delivering them
pardon of their fin, in the name of Chrift. '
88 210 14 Thi

ned inthe Definition. To his own Safety, Comfl)ﬂ, ard Reward,
itis neceflary that thofe Ends be fincerely intended. For the com-
fore and Sausfa®ion of the Church and the validity of che Or-
dinances ("Sacraments elpecially ) to cheir foiritual benefit, it
is.necefliry thar thefe ends be prof,

thac they be ¢ ) intended by themfelves.

€Ct. 22. 15.By this the Popith cafe may be refolved, 77he-

ther the Intention of the Prieft be neceflary so the Validity
_md_ ﬁaccj} of Satramenss ? Tbc re

15 Dot neceftary tothe Val
noordinance p2rformed by
any maa kaow when they
they may be fuch adminifiration ;
for to God, his finsere Inten iomis Neceffary.  And chat they be
fachas the People are hound to fubmit to, itis neceffary that he
Profefs a fincere Intention: Fo

ludicroufly in profeffeq jelto

an hypocrite were Valid ; nor could

to_be done again. v And fh&tthc ordinances 'may be bleffed and

effeGualto the Receiver #pon Promife from God, it is neceffary
 thatthe Receiver have a trme inten

2 Of receiving them to the ends

that God hath appoiated them. Thus andrio furcher is In;fﬂ:
$ion. neceflary to the validity of the Ordinance and to the o

ce@;_ i : The

lthe flock, as Overfeers of it, and 1@ .
§ work muft be done for the ends mentio- -

d'to beintended by bims; and

ality of the Prielts Intension
idity of them to the people: For ther

are Validand when not. But that

r if he purpofely Baptize a man
r fcorn, or ot wich a feemingin- -
tent of true Bap:izing,i: 15 to be taken a5 aNullity and the thing -

2 g
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~ The particular ends I fhall not furcher fpeak of as having been
Jonger aiready then1 intended on the Definition.

Sect. 23. Butthe principal ching thac I would defire you to
“obferve, i order to the decifion of our controverfie, hence, is
that the Miniftry is firt confiderable asa m7urk and Service, and
thatthe Power is but a Power to be a fervant o all, and to do the
work. And therefore (hat the firft Queltion s, W.ether the grear
burden and labour of Minifterial [ervice may be laid on any man
withsat Ordination by [uch as owr Englifb "relates Or whether
all menaredifcharged from this labour and fervice on whom
fuch Prefares do not Impofe it 2 if Magiftraces, Presby-
tersand People confpire tocall an able man to the work and
fervice of the Lord,whether he be juftified for refufing ir, whae
ever the Church fuffer by it, meerly becaufe the Prelates called
him not ?

- Sed, 24, Though the forementioned works do all belong to
‘the Oftice of the Miniftry, yetthere muft be Opporanity and a
parsicular Call to the exercsfe of them, beforeaman is acrually

‘wirhout fence and reafon that in Ordination the Bifhop faid to
‘the Ordained [ Take thon authority to Read or to preach the word
of God. when thon [balt be thrennto Lawfully callea | Not that ano-
ther callof Authority s necellary to flate themin the office, or

vitation of peo e, or their confent to hear us, or ovher fuch

have a Callto fpeak and exercife anyad of ourMiiftry. Even
asa Licenfed Phyfitian muft have a parc.cular Cali by his Patients
‘beforehe exercife his skill. This call to.a particular a& is nothing
elfe but an incimacion or fign:fication of the will of God,:hitt
hic & manc e (hould periorm fuch a work:s which is done
by Providence caufing a concurrence of fuch mmfdg*&*ﬁ

‘nab'c,

he hath a particular call to each ) may yerin particvlar ne’ve_r
be obliged to fome of thefe works, buc may be called to fp:ndll)}:
e T2 i

‘obliged co perform the feveral a&ts. And therefore it was not -

2o oblige chem to the Duty inGeseral : But we muft inthein-

advancagious accidents, prudently difcern when and where we

cusiftances’ thae may per{wade aprudent man thatic is feafo- :

| Se.25. Aman thatisin general ‘,hgg,.dbﬁged=byg§?*fﬁ‘ﬁ :
to do'all the formentioned works of cheMinifiry,: (‘thatis when' -

% R SSRGS R SR
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Hife in fome other part of the Miniftry , and yetbe a compleat
Minifter, and have the obligation and Power to all, upon fup-
pofition of a particular Call s and not be guilty of negligencein. .
omitting thofe other parts. One man man may live only among
Infidels, and uncalled ones, and (o be obliged only to Preach
the Gofpell to them in order to Converfion, and may die before
he fees any ready to be baptized : Amother may be takenupin
Preaching and Baprizing | and Congregating the Converted,and
never be called to Pafiora] Ruleof a particular Church. Ano-
ther may liveina Congrcga:ed Church where there is no ufe
for the Difciplmg-Converning-Prcaching of the Gofpel, and fo.
may have nothing to do bat ¢o Overfee that particylar Church.,,

and Guide them in holy Worthip.And in the fame Churchif one
Minifters parts are more for ' '

more for Private inftru®ion,
fbip ; if one be'beft in expoundin

each the Gofpel: Not that it was
rk ofhis office 1 but guoad exer-
articular Callto exercife it, be- .
» and fectling and

! him wasa greater work.
Se&. 26. This MiniﬁrY‘before defcribed ( whether you call

it Epifcopatans Sdcerdotinm, Presbyreratum,or what elfeis fit), -
1s but oneand the fame Orde (

r ( for Deacons are not the Migi-
fters defined by us : ) It is not diftinguithed inco various Specs= .
¢s ;- Even the Patrons of Prelacy, yea the Schoolmen and other
Papiﬁ_s:themfelv,es, do ordinarily confefs, that a Prelate and .
Presbyter differ not Ordine, but only Grady. So thac ic s not. .
another office that they aferibe to Prelates, but only a more |
eminent Degree inthe fa ;

of the Degree of Prelacy, for the unity of che Church, Presby-
tersare hindered from the Exercife ofthat Ordination, which
yetisin their Power and Office. : %,
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Se&.27. Asfar as Ordination is a part of the Minifterial
Work itis comprifed in the forementioned ads, [ of Congrega-

ting Teaching, Ruling, &rc. ] and therefore is not left ouc of
the Definition, asitisa ducy of the office : thoughit be not ex-

preffed among the Efficient caufes, for thereafonabove mentie -

oned : and becaufe I am now more diftin&ly to treat ofit by it
felf, and to give you further reafons hereof in the explication of
the Nature and Ends of this Ordination.

T R R oA R

CHAP., I

Of the N ature 4nd Ends of Ordination.

Nallity , we muft firft enquire
what goesto the laying of.che

in the efficiency, and among the reft, whar it is chac che Ordain-

ers have todo as their proper part 3
their Power and Work. .
Seet. 2. As all that deferv:
therg is no Power ia the wor
veraiga, and firft Cau
of .Cllgfiﬂiahs are agreed that there is n0 Church Power but
what is from Chrift the bead and Soveraign King of the
G e ’

Se&. 3. As the will of ‘God is the Canfe of
go thing but theSignification ofitis neceflary t
of meer Rights: Sointhe makixglg amana Mgt

‘ gt 5

Hat we may know bow far the -
\W? Ordination in queftion is ne- .
27N ceffary to the Miniftry , and
whether the want of it provea

Foundation of this Relation 4
and how many chings concur .

and what are thereafons of .

e the name of men, areagreed that
1d but from God the Abiolute So~
fe of Power : foall that deferve the pame

all,;;hings: And
othe conveying

Mamfter of the Go-
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pebs there needeth no other principal efficient caufe then the
Willof Jefus Chrift ; nor any other [nftrumenta) Efficient, bue
what is of ufe o the fgnifying of his prilt :, Sothacitis butin

¢ffity, but whatis fo neceffary to fignific
bis will. If Chrifts wil] may be fignified without Ordination,
a man may be a Minifter wichout j¢ » ( Though in other refpecs
bemay be culpable in his entrance, by croffing the will of Chrift
concerning his duty in the manner pf his proceedings. )

Se&. 4. Thereis confiderable in the Miniftry_ 1, Beneficinm.
2. Officium. 1. The Gofpel, Pardon, falvation-Ordinances are
thofe grear Benefits to the fons of men, which the Miniftery is to

be a means of conveying to them: Andjs i felf a Benefit asit
isthe means of thefe

_ Benefits. 1In this relpect che Mimftryis
3 Gift of Chrifttorhe Church,and his Doyarion is the neceffary
a& for their Miniftracion, But of chis gift the Church is the
ful})e&._‘ He giveth Paftor, tobis Chaych. 2. But in conjun-
¢tion with the Churches Mercies, the Minifter himfelf alfo par-
takes of mercy s Itjs a dou

akes ¢ bie Benefit to him to be both recep-
tive with them of che blefling of the Gofpel,and to be infirumen-

ta'l for them in the convevarnce , and to be fomuch exercifed in
fofweet and honourable,though tefh-dilpleafis g and endarger-
g work. Asin giving Alms, the giver isthe double receiver ;

and in allworks for God , the greateft Duties are the greatelt
Benefits.fo is it here, And thy i '

us the making of a Minifter.is a Do-
nation or a& of bounty to himf Mt gi
of the Miniftry, as he giveth s

a Commanders placeinan Army is a place of Truft and Honour

and Reward,and fo the macter of 2 gift, though the work.beto
fight and venture life, e -

Sect 5. The Dury of the Miriifter i caufed by an Obligation ,
and that is the pare of 2 Precept of Chrift : And thus Chrifts
command to us t0 dohiswork doch make Minifters.

Se&. 6. From the work which the Minilters are to perform,
and the command of Obedience laid upon the people,ar ferh their
duty, in fubmiffion ro hit, “and Reception of Ly Muniflerial
work; Andin Relarionto them thar are to obey him, his cffice
is a fuperiour Tezching Ruling Power, and {6 is to be cauied by
Commifficn from ¢ brift,as the fountain of Power that is to com-

mand both Paftor and People, - : Sed
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Set. 7. So thatthe Miniftry confifting of Duty, Benefir, and

- Power, (or Authority, )it is caufed by Preceptive Obligation, by

Liberal Donation,and by Commiffios. But the laftis but com-
ounded of the two firft or a refultfrom them. The Command

of Godto Pasl, e. g. to Preach and do the other works of the

Miniftry, doth of it felf give him Authority to do them. And

Gods command to the People to hear and fubmit, doth concur to

make it a Power as to them. - And the Nature and ends of the

work commanded are fuchasproveita Benefic to the Church g |

and confequeatially to the Minifter himfelf.So thatallis compre-
hended inthe very impofition of the Duty : By commanding

us to preach the word , weare Authorized to do it; and by Do- .

= ing it we are a Benefit to the Church, by bringing them the Go-

fpet and its Benefits.. .. ”
Se&. 8. Our Principal work thereforeisto find onr,on whom

Chrift impoferh the Duties of Church Miniftration : And by what
figas of his will, the perfon himfelf and the Church may beaf-
fured that it is the Will of Chrift, thatshis man fhall undercake
the doing of thele works. 2 s g
Sect.9.And therefore let us more diftinctly enquire, 1. What is
to be fignified in order to a Minifters Call; and 2. How Chrift
doth figuifie his will about the feveral parts; and fo we fhall fee
wha is left for Ordinationte do, whenwe fee whatis already
dage wiEgmdone. ~ 2 o T o v %,
Sect. 10.,.1. [t muft be determined or fignified thac A Mi-
niftry-there muftbe. . 2. And what their Work and Power fhalk
be. 3.And what the PeoplesRelation and ducy cowsrd -them
fhall be... 4, What men fhall be Minifters, and bow.’%ﬂahgiﬁd-;
5: And how it {hall be d:fcerned by_:hem-feLv:sand ochers which

be ift intends. RS
are che men that Chrift intends. hec Chedd hach doe at=-

Sect. 11. Now let us confider 1. W
ready in Scripture, 2. ,
the determination of thefethings. Aund 1.1n .the S
hath already determined of thefe things, or ﬁgmﬁc:d t
Wall, 1. That there be 2 tanding Minifkry in the,Chu e iCGor.
end of the world : 2, Thac their work fhail be KQ,Pmagb'}Lf& o
fpel, Baprize, Congregate Churches, Gavern taemy Ef st
the Eucharilt, &¢..as afore, mentioned. 3:.He hachlatc taem,

Rales or Canoasfor the directiog them {jinvall *‘h“"gﬁf?‘iﬁ:‘vﬁ?‘

hat L is U6

. g

And what he doih by Providence rowards: -
c:ipmne‘h‘s

echitothe

v

|
= |
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- aniverfal neceffity) in the performance of thefe works. 4. He

" quilified perfons to feekthe office? or

. of Magiftrates to promote fuy
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hath deferibed the perfons whom he will have thus employed,

~both by'the Qualifications neceflary to their Being, and to the

Well-being ot their Miniftracion.  §. He hach made it che Duty

Py {'e i
of {uch qualified perfonsto defire the work , and to feek it inca
of need ?o the Chﬁrch. 6.He hath made it che Duty of the people

to defire fuch Paftors, and to feck for fuchand choofe them or
confent to the choice. 7. He hath made it the Duty of the pre-
fent Overfeersof the Church to Cal/ fuch to the work,and Ap-
prove them, and Inveff them in the office (which three a;l:cs a‘;:
are called Ordination, but fpecially the laft. ) 8. Hebath ma %
itthe Duty of Magiftratesto encourage and prorect them, artllc
in fome cafes to command them to the work, and fet them int f
office by their Authority, Al thefe particulars are determine

of already in the Laws of hrift, and none of them lefc tothe
power of men. : :

Sect. 12. The ordainers therefore hay

e ndthing to do to judge
1.Whether the Gofpel (h

allbe preached or no,whether Churches
fhall be Congregate or no, whether they fhall be taught or go-
verned or no ? and Sacraments adminiftred or no ? 2.Nor whe-
niftry or no Miniflry » 3. Nor how far
asto the Matter of their workand power ) their office fhall
extend , and of what S pecies it fhall be? 4. Nor whether the
Scripture fhall be thejr conftant univerfal Canon? 5. Nor whe-
ther fuch qualified perfons 2. God hath delcribed, are only to be
admitted, ornot. 6. Nor whether it (hall be the ducy of fuch

the Duty ofthe People
or of Paftors to ordain fuch? or
chand put them on? None of this

to feek and choofe fuch .

is the Ordainers work
. Sect. 13, Iftherefore ANy man on what pretence foever, thall
cither determine thgy the Gofpel thall not be preached, nor the
Difciples Baptized. the Baptized Congregated, the Congrega-
tions governed , the Sacraments adminiftred, &c. or that there
all be no Minifters ¢y do thofe works; orif any man Deter-
infer any of thefe ; orif he pretend to a

Power of fufpending or excluding them, by bis Non-approba-

tion, or no.

authorizing them ; he isno more to be obeyed and -
regardedina

ny ofthis Ufurpation,then [ were ifI fhould mfkca
aw,
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' Law, that no King fhall reign bur by my nomination,approbaric

- or ‘Coronation. '“And if any man uﬂr grmncc of ¢ r?;?:f:uogn
do fer up a man thatwants the Qualifications which Chrift hath

- made neceflary tothe Being of the Miniftry, his Ordination s

< Null, as bemg_wmhout Power, and againft that Will of Chrift
that only can give Power.  And {o of the reft of the particulars
foremennqned : Where the Law hath already determined they
have nothing te do but obeyir. And thoughthe mifcarria-
ges of a man 1n bisown calling do not alwaies pullifie his a&s, yet
all thar he doth quite out of the line of his Office are Nullities,

Se&. 14. We leethen that allthat the Law hathleftto the

Ordainer is but this: In General, to Difcern and' judge of the
perfon that isQualified according to the Defcription of the Law-
and particularly to call him out to the work, if he need excite-.
ment, and to Ty azd Approve him, before he beadmitzed,and to

Inveft him, or folemnize his admitrance, at bis eatry. Sothag

the fum of all is, but to find out the qualified perfon, becaufe
heis not named by the Law,

© Se&.15. Andeven in thisthe Qrdjiners.ar,c not_ the only
‘Difcerners,or Judges; but the perfon himfelf,the People and the

Magiftrates, have all the forementioned partsin the work. And -

God himfelf goes before themall, and by providence frequently
points them out the man whom they arebound to c‘l}oofc,, Or-,
dain, accept and fubmit unto : and that by thefe particular ads..

Se&. 16. 1. AsGod doth plainly defcribe the perfonsinthe

word, fo he doth Qualifie them accordingly by his Guifts : and
that of threeforts: Even, his fpecial Graces ( ngﬁig;tty fofag
aswas before mentioned ) Minifterial Abilities of Knowledge
and utterance, and a defire after the work, for its :nds‘-: ‘?z,G.D,“
ufethto qualifie fo fmall a number thus, compated with his
Chaurches Mece ffities, that whether thiey fbould be Minifters (in
general ) or not, is fcidom matcer of controver ﬁc%ﬂ“‘%‘n g
men, or at leaft a doubr that’s more eafie to decide, 3. ¢ 0d nies
by Providence to give fome one man, by ‘advgfitﬁ%f?f ,?; Efgd’?n

uaintance, opportunity, intereft, &< ﬁ.@ﬁ"}i" ?fé‘ fﬂ," Q‘énﬁ
gf;éhhd Pééﬁlé’iﬁiiv,c'g{hen;:mégi"ﬁtqﬂ&“’.g cifica ;:F ‘;':c'(?
fion:  2.Cod weth to fir p the heaps of the Horcl ,rgph,ct;oqﬁ
or confent to the perfon thus quali ed 5. And be ufeth to l}gg
updefires or confent inthe beart of Hhe pesfontobe the FafleR
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of that particylar flock, 6, And he ufeth oft times to Pm‘“’::"
him Liberty , if not fome call from the Magiftrate. 7. And,
alfo to remove impediments in his way. 8. And to affift 0;‘
dainers in difcerning che qualifications of the perfon , when the,
work comes to their hands. ' All this God doth providentially.

Sect. 17. By this much it appeareth, that the Ordainers do,
not give the power as from themfelvesto others ; nor dothit
pafschirough their hands.. They are buc the occafions, and the.
Inltruments of Inauguration or {olemn pofieflion,when their 1n-
terpofition is due. It is che ftanding A& of Chrift in his Law that,
giveth the Power immediately, 1 fay immediately ,as with-
out any mediate’ recciving ard conveying caufe , tl}ﬂ,t 15,
direcly efficient of tlie Power it felf, though not fo Immediately,
as to exclude all'Préparaiions,and perfe®ing Inftruments, accis
dentall caufes & other means. As in cafe of Marriage, it is the wo-
mans confent that is of Neceffity to the defignation of the Perfon
that Thall be her husb

usband.But it is not her Confent that properly

be Bead of the wife, and determineth ju fpecie of his power,.
which one determination immediately conferreth the power o
all individual perfons, when once they are chofen and named : fo.

that theEle&or of the perfon doth but prepare and difpofe himto .
receive the powe '

& s o prowcrand not give it,He doth but open the doorand,
letmen 0 to the Minifkry, & not give it.Its one thing to bring the
illenss 2 s Bealeth,that he may be the man that firft
fhallenter +"and 1ts another thing to heal him : Itsone thing to
IUdgC ofthe perfon that fhall receive the Power immediately
from God, and another thing o give it Lo, e

e Wbt L Lpus i the e of Magifirates Power, in which:
mens !nﬁtréft.hath;ﬂtr been moredifcernable to the world and.
por controverfie then in the power of Minifters., T hqugh
here (hﬂ'e_bc;\ﬂ cértai\n‘fpcci‘ﬁéé;ion thatd epen dctb on the will Qfx,
man, yet the Power it felf s immediately from God, and, men.
d0 but choofe the perfon that fhall receive it, and prefoot bim (@,
God, and folemoly inangarat M%'P' R e Jehiok
Thall never confent to any {9  that will needs give moreto

5,0r people ) in making a Mini-.

men whiether Presbyters Prelate , o
ter,then in making a King All wer is of God; the powers that
bcﬁ[fe qrdailied"iingod.‘ g PRS00, Sets

P

e ——T S TR
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Sed. 1. If any doubtof this ("asI perceive by many wri-
“tings, they do ) Ifhali, tofpare the labour of a Digreffion, re-
- fer them to the copious unanfwerable labours of abundance of
* Proteftants that have written in England for the Royal Power:
~But inftead of more, letthem but read Spalatenfis, and Saravia
and B./fon,and reft fatisfied, or confute them before they expe&

any more from me, ¢

" Sed. 20. As in the making of Bayliffs for our Corporations,
~ither the people,or the Burgefles,have the power of choofing,

and the Steward or Recorder hath the power of fwearing him,
+and performing the Ceremonies s and yet nene of thefe confér

the power, buc only defign the perfon, who reccives the power

“fromthe Prince alone, by the Charter of the Cities or Towns,as

his Inftrument: fo is it in the ordaining of Minifters. The People

“may choofe, and the Paltors may inveft,but its God only by the
~Golpel Charter that confers the power from himfelf.

‘Se&. 21. Henceitisplalathat the Argument is vain thats

~ commonly ufed by the Prelates, from Nemo dat quod non habee.

For it faifly fuppofeth thac the Ordainers are the givers of

Power ( the mafter-error in their frame. ) * Chrift hath ic,
~and Chrift giveth it. Men giveit not, though fome of chem

haveir: For they baveit only fo /e andnotso give. When
“the People choofe a King, they give him rot the Power, bue
" God giverh it to the man whom the people choofe. - When our

Corporations choofe their Bayliff, the choofers ‘give him not
the Power ; for they had it notthemfelves; but chey determine
of the man that immediately from the Princes Charter fhall re-
ceive it: Nor doth the Recorder or Steward give i Primatily,
but only Inffrumentaliter s perfeétive by aC_cr_cmomal inaugura=
tion. Sothe People give not Paftors the Power: Nor_ th¢ grdam;

ers, but only complementally. - b e

Se&. 2. From what s aforefaid alfo it appeareth, {hé_fémf?
work of the Minittry is founded firlt in the Law of paruret B
which upon fappofition of mans mifery and his r’ecoy“ff“yi Y
Chrift, and the-P:omife and means appointed for appic a?n’
requireth every man that hath Ability and Oppor tumicy’; 't
do his beft in the Order appointed him by God, * ©© fave
“mens fouls by proclaiming the Gofpel, and ufing God: appuint-
ed means , for the great-and blaﬂ'cd Ends thar arebe See‘é;
2 . Vevre

st
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Se&.23.Hence it alfo eareth thatGods firlt command(part-
ly in Nlature and partly?gfhe Gofpel ) is that [ The work fball
be done,the Gofpel foall-be preached, Cb 37
verned,Sacramicnt s adminiftred: Jandthat the Prece pt de ordine 1s
bat fecundary and fubfervien: to this.And'if at any time,alterati-
‘ons fhould make Ocrdination ; :
the duty Ordered ceafeth to be duty, or the precept to oblige-
Sect. 24. The Scriptures name not the man that fhall be a Pa-
Aoz, yet when ichath defcribed him it commandeth the Defcri-
_bed perfon duely to feek admittance, and commande_th the Peo-
-ple, ordainers and Magiltrates co [ Choofe and Appoint thefe mu;
“20.the Minifterial waork. | Now thefe Precepts contain ineach o
themtwo diftin®& determi

nations.of Chrift.  The firft is [ thas
fuch menbe Miwifters. ] The fecond is [ thar they offer thes-
~felves o the offices and that

they be Accepred and Ordgined. | For

the firfk is implyed in che lateer, If the Soveraign Power

- makea Law,that there fhal| be Phyficians licenfed by a Colledge

-of Phyfitiansto Pra@icein this Common-wealth | and defcribe

'the perfons that (hal| belicenfed ;  This plainly 4t concludeth
that. fuch perfons fhal be Phyfitian

sy and but fecondarily de o7

cdéne that thus chey thall, be. ficenfer fo that if the Colledge

~thould Licenfea company of utterly infufficient men,and murde-
sxersthac feek mens des th

- Qualified according g}aLaW,chey may themfelves be pun,ifhed,".“g
»&he-qualified -perfons @ay a& as Authorized by that Law,whic
bindeth 9uoud ‘materiam

#oad, ordinem, Soisitin this cafe in
hand. .- S ’ %

2 5e&. 25, Hence it 8ppe§mb~t>hat [ Ordination is o€ -
- means.conjund

‘A esconjunct with divers othiers, for the:Defignation of right
Qualified perf

ua lons,defcribed in the Law of Chrift ) for the r€-
=4€prion and
Yofitare 1. T

; O take care thar the office fail not : and thcrefql’f s
o gall out fitmen toaccept it, if modefty or impediments hin- -
-slerchem from offc

fillg_themfe}!cg’ orthepeople from nomina-
O‘l‘ &r;;hem- 2. Tof Judge.{in :au,o,din

94 perfons to the office, and whether

-Suredelgibeth and calls oue, 3, And tofolemnize their Ad--
istancec by fuchan iaveflcuts, as whenPolfeflion ofa Houfe
52 ; =i - -

B

e e e i

urches gathered and go-

mpoflible, it will not follow that

»0r fhouild refufe to Licenfe the perfons .

_ and is by the-Colledge ( and not .
-Aotby them) frulteate g

exercife of the Minifterial office. And that theends -

ary cafes of the fitneld -
they are fuch as Serip- -
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is given by a Minifterial traditionof a Key; or Pofe(fion of
Tand by Minifterial delivery of a_twig and
Sonidier islifted, a King Crowned, Marriage Solemnized, after
confent and Title, in order to a more folémn obligation, and ple-
nary poffeffion;fuchis our Ocdination. . . . o
~ e&. 26. Hence it appeareth that as the Ordaiaersare not ap-
pointed to Judge whether the Church fhall  have Ordiaances
‘and Minifters, or not { no more then to judge whether we
{hill have aChrift and heaven,or not: Ybat who fhall be the man;
{0 itis not to the Being ofthe Miniltry fimply,andin-all Cafes
that Ordination is neceffary, but to the fafe being and order of
admitcance, that the Church be not damnified by intruders.

- Se&.27. Ordination therefore isGods orderly and ordinary
means of a Reguolar admittance; and to be fought ‘and ufed
where itmay be had ( as the folemnizing of Marriage. ) And
itisa finto negle&it wilfully, andfoit is ufually neceflary se-
ceffitate Pracepts, & N ece[Jitate medis ad ordinem ¢5 bene effe.
 But it is not of abfolute Neceflity Nece/firate medii ad effe Mini-
JfRerii or to the Validity or.Succefs of our office and Minuftrations
‘toche Chareh ; riorin afes of aece iy, wheniircangot e bad,
is it neceflary necefsitate preceprincithers This is the plain trath,
Se®. 28. There are great ‘and weighty Reafons of Chrifts
committing Ordinationto Paftors. 1. Becaufe they are moft
- Able to judge of mens fitnefs, when the People may be igno-
_rantof it. 2. Becaufe they are:men doublyl) ted tg;the
Church and work of God them/felves,&rid-therefor  fup-
pofed (regularly ) tohave thegreatét dared
refpe& to the Churchand caufe of God. 34
~ lary) be fuppofed w;bc.men;olf,grsatC. S|
-elfe they are not wellchofen:) 4. AndeheyA
ter tokeep: Unity, when the people are u

choice. 5. Andif every man {hould enter.the MiniGryof him-.

felf that will judge himfelf fic, and can but. get a peopleito -

accepe himmoft cergainly che worft would be oft forwardelte

men, ( before theyare fens, )-and for want of humilicy, would .
think themfelves ﬁg&ét‘f;s;mwarc @ﬁtb@?tg@énmig e

_norant ) and the People would be, oo wwﬂvﬂm by .

-heretical [mgét,h?mngge"d{'m 3.0 @qm:gamm?n hzg :J::: ﬁ:

- plgafe and undoe themielves, by & A ﬁng chem 2ha

ol a R

aturf, oras a -

aneeress.




3 CI}urChés,_ unlefs ith'ey fhew fufficient caufe.

- ;;:‘.\75-, : § _v__
Ordination
. ing of the Miniftry.

e SR T
Gn3 94 vom

tha

; WpiCir50)

iﬁt’e;‘:éﬁ: in' them , “by friénds or acquaingance, and them that
~ will moft- pleafe and humour them, and inftead of being chicir
““Teachers and Rulers

Tea Rulers, would be taughe and ruled by them-,
and do as they “would have them.  Order is of great mo-

_ment to preferve the very being of the Societies ordered ,
“and to ateain their well-being. * God is not the God of Confu-
fron but of Order, which in 3llthe Churches muft be maintain-

ed: No man therefore fhould negle& Ordination without ne-
cefficy :  And thefe'that fo negled it, thould be difowned by the
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g Aving fhewed what- the Miniftry 15,
and whatOrdinationis,and how the
work is impofed on'us, and the
Power conferred , I may now

~comeupto the point undertaken ,

- to fhew ‘the fin of ‘them tl_\at

i St Nullifie all our ‘Minifters calling
and ?dmmlﬁutions , except of fuch as are ordained by the
Englifh Prelates. And for the fuller performance of this task,!

fhall do it inthefe parts. 1.1 fhall fhew that Ordination it felfby

- man s not of Neceffity to the being of a Minifter, 2.11hail fhew
““thatmuch lefs is an uninterrupted fucceffion of Regular Or_dt-

nation (fuch as either Scripture orChiirch Canons count valid)
of Neceffiey 1o thie being of Churchor Miniftry. 3.1 fhall fhew,
tmuchlefs isan Ordination by fuch as our Esgli/ Btﬂiolzs

9 ne-
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