
intereft in them, i>y friends or acquaintance, and them that 
will moft pleafe and humour them, and inftead of being their 
Teachers and Rulers, would be taught and ruled by them s 

and do as they would have them. Order is of great mo
ment to preferve the very being of the Societies ordered , 
and to attain their well-being. God is not the God of Confu
sion but of Order, which in all the Churches muft be maintain
ed : No roan therefore (hould neglect Ordination without ne« 
cefli ty; And thefe that fo neglect i t , {hould be difowned by the 
Churches, unlefs they (hew fufficient caufe. 

C H A P . I L L 

Ordination is not o f ^ e c e f s i t y t o the be

ing o f the M i n i f l r y . 
i .- • . 

-QR§I od 

sea. i , Aving (hewed what the Miniflry is, 
and wbatOrdination is,and how the 
work is impofed on us, and the 
Power conferred , I may now 
come up to the point undertaken , 
to fhew the fin of them that 
Nullific all our Minifters calling 

and adminiftrations, except of fuch as are ordained by the 
Englifli Prelates. And for the fuller performance of this task,I 
(hall do it in thefe parts, i.t (hall (hew that Ordination it felf by 
man it not of Neceffity to the being of a Minifter. 2.1 (hall (hew 
that much left is ah uninterrupted fucceffion of Regular Ordi
nation (fuch as either Scripture or Church Canons count valid) 
of Nccefficy to the being of Church or Miniftry. 3.1 (hall (hew, 
that much iefs is an Ordination by fuch as our EngUJb^^s 

ne-



neceflary to the Being of the Miniftry, 4 . I fhall (hew that 
yet much lefs is an Ordination by fuch Biftiops rebusfic flanti-
iu/t as now things go, of neccffity to the being of the Miniftry. 
5 . 1 (hall (hew that without all thefe pretences of neccffity for a 
Presbyterian Ordination, the prefent way of Ordination by this 
& other Reformed.Churches is agreeable to the Holy Scripture, 
and the cuftome of the Ancient Church, and the poftulat* of our 
chief oppofers.. 6.1 (hall then {hew the greatnefs of their fin* 
that would Nullifie our MiniAry and adminiftracions. 7. And 
yet I (hall lhew the greatnefs of their fin that oppofe or wil
fully negleft Ordination. 8. Andlaftly I {hall return to my 
former fubjed , and {hew yet how far I could wift i the Epis
copal Brethren accommodated, and propound fomewhat for â  
Peace. 

Seci. z.K I (hall be much briefer on all thefe, thenevjdence 
would invite me to be, becaufe I apprehend the moft of them to 
be of,no great nccefficy to our caufe, we having enough with
out them, and left men fhould think that we need fuch Mtr 
Sums more then we do; and becaufe of ray exceeding fcarcicy of 
time which forceth me to do alihaftily. 

And for the fir ft that [ Humane Ordination is mtof Abfolute n f . . . yocti_ 
Necefsity ts the Being of the CWnifirj] I argue as-foUofeetb. ̂ athwric-" 
t y f rg . 1. I f the ^eceflity of Ordination may ceafe ( as tofin^ t e n a t large 
gle perfons) and the Neceffity of Miniftration continue { or<de de/perata 
if the obligations to each arc thus feparable ) then is not Ofth* cau^a

hfc^i^ 
nation of Neceffity to the Being of the Miniftry. But the Ante- fe°r7heRca-
dent is true J which I {hall prove by parts ( for the confcquencedcr, 
is paft all doubt, nor will any I fuppofc deny i*.) -

Seel. 3. That the obligation to be ordained may ceafe tofome> 
perfons, T prove by inftanccs in certain cafes. And 1.1 n cafe 0m 
a. mans diftance from any.thac fheuld Ordain him* As i f one or 
many Chriftians were caft upon the Coafts of any .Indian Hea
then or Mahometan Nation, as many have been. There is no* 
ordination Poflible: and therefore not neceffary or due. Ana> 
to return foc it, to the Chriftian part of the world, may be asim^ 
poflible : and if not, yet unlawfull by reafon of delay- • 

Scd-4.And 2.2n cafe of the great Neceffity of th* People tha i 
cannot bear the abfencc of fuch as arc able to teach them 10 long 
a«whilCih« travailcth .massy hnndred or tb©afiwidtnilcj for O r 

dinance \ 
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dinatiofi; As Bafil in another cafe writes to the Bifliops of the 
Weft, that i f one of them (the Eaftern Bi(hops > (hould but leave 
their Churches for a very fmail time, much more for a journey 
into the Weft , they mult give up their Churches to the Wolves 
to be undone before they return; And this cafe is ordinary 
abroad. 

Sed. 5. And 3. That in cafe by Civil wars or enmity among 
Princes, men be Unable to travail from one of their Countries 
into the other for an Ordination ( which elfe ofttimes cannot 
be had ) fo the Turks and Perfians, and therndianMogoJ, and 
the Tartariansand many other Princes, by fuch wars may make 
fuch paffage an impoffi ble thing : Nor is it like they would fuffer 
their fubjccts to go into tbe enemies country. 

Sect. 6. And 4. in cafe that Princes ( Infidels or others ; 
™ o u J j lP c r f ecu t e Ordination to the Death: I do not find that it 
were* Duty to be ordained, if it would coft all men that feek 
i t their lives, and fo made them uncapable of the Ends of Ordi
nation •. ( F o r the dead preach n o t ) I f we were all forbid to 
preach on pam of death, 1 know we (hould not forbear, unlefs 
our places were fo fupplied, that mens fouls were rot apparent-

™ J . S e r c d b y our omiffion. But he that may preach with
out Ordination, can fcarce prove it a duty to feek Ordination 
when^t would coft him his life. Or i f he will plead it in Paper ,he 
wouldfoonbefatiifledintryal. « K i n w y > 
in o n f r t ; i n d 5

 T

I n c a f c l h " the Generality ofBiftiops with* 
n the Arr t U r n ^ r C L i c k S ' < 3 5 i n P^tsof the Eaft 
hodnv . A M ! ^ ' ? h e n f c a r c e f c v e n Bifhops remained Or-

dome? f 2 r A n C a f C 0 f a N a t i o n a i Apoftacie,asin the King-

o f I n f i d e k h ^ v ^ m a n y D 1 0 r C l h a t b y C ° n q U e f t 

confe£r*t\, ^ n d . 6 9 r < , i n a t i o n i s n o d u t V i n cafe that Bifhopf 
^ S w i T i 0 , n j P ° f e « n y u n l a wfaJloathsor other Conditions 
on all that they will ordain.; As the Oath o f the Roman Prelate? 
contaming^I.vers feKboods and unlawful paffcgcs doth ma*e 
all.Roman Ordinationutterly impious arid unlawfuJJ to be re-
ceivec- and therefore not neccffary, 
. S w * 9 . A n d ^ I i i c a f e t t a 

tj^flt we now fpeak todo fuppofe to have thc whole Power of 
Ordi nation) fhould either have a defrgn to corrupt the Church, 



C ' 5 3 ) 
and ordain only the unworthy , and keep out fuch a> the Ne-
ceffities of the Church requirech,or fee up a deftrudivc fa&ion, 
or by negligence or any other caufe fhould refufc ro ordain fuch 
as fhouid be ordained; In all thefe cafes Ordination is impofiib.'e 
to them. 

Se&. 10. And 8. Tn cafe that death cm off all the Bifhops 
within our reach, or that the remnant be by ficknefs, or banifh-
mene or imprifonment hindered, or by danger affrighted to de
ny Ordinacion,or by any fuch means become in acctflible, Or
dination mull here fail. 

Seel:. 11. And 9 In cafe that Bifhops through contention arc 
unknown,as BelUrmine confeffeth it hath been at #<?»»r,rhat the 
wifett could not tell which was Pope : Efpeciaiiy i f withall both 
parties feem ro be fucb as are not to be fubmitted to,Ordination 
fails, 

SecV. 12. And 1 a In cafe ofProphcrcal immediate calls from 
God, wh.ch many had of old, and God hath not bound himfelf 
from the like again, though none have reafon toexped i t , and 
none fhoul i rafhly prefume of i t : In all thefe ten cafes Ordina
tion failctb. 

Se& 13. And that it doth fo, needs no proof: thelnftances 
prove it themfelves. Briefly u Nemo ttnttwad impojjibile: 
But in many of thefe cafes Ordination is Impoflibie: there
fore, drc. 

Se&. 14. And 2. Nemo tenetnr ad inhomftum t No man is 
bound to fin : For Turpe eft imfofsibile in Law. But in many of 
ihefe cafes or all, is plainly fin : therefore &c. 

Seft.20. And 3 Ceffante fine ceptMgatio. Th<' me*M*™ 
fortheend; But in many , i f not all thefe cafes, Cejjat pms,& 
ratio mcdii : therefore ce(fat obtigatio, . 

Sc&. 2 1 . And 4. Ceffante materia ceffat obligate BUt Here 
aliqHandocejfat materia: As in cafe of the Apoaacy,death,ba-
nifhment, concealment of Bifhops, therefore, &c. -~~7?. 

Sea. 22. And now I am next to prove that when the °r%lr: 
tion to Ordination ceafeth, yet the Obligation to 'JMimftenai uj-
iices ceafeth not, but fuch muft be done. , 

And 1.1 prove k hence, becaufe the obliganons or ttie com
mon Lawof Natureceafe not upon the ceffation of a |pomtof 
Order: But i f the Miniftcrial works fhould ceafe, the Obligati-

^ one 
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ons of the Law of Nature mud ceafe. Here I have two 
t o ? 1 • T h a t t h e L a * of Nature f'fuppofing the 
work or R«lemption already wrought; and the Gofpel and Or-
™ S * , ^ , r f J o b l i g e t b "*«fthat are able and have Op-
So'tc""fed v h t ' n r r k o f M i n i , } e r s - 2. And that this Law* notched .vhen Ord,nat,on ceafeth. 
e f t f l f t Ind to ft^WofNa[ure Prohibits cruelty, andrequireth 

M f e i a ^ ^ T 8 r M t e f t ^cor
al office were h J ' „ B u t t 0 ^ " a t h e e x e r c i f e o f i h e Minifteri-
6ppor t u;"v to e 8 ; . " " « cruelty • there is Ability and 

«*» of the fir, / j , ' '"""Pvo'thtmrnthUtr, p»ll,n£ them 
fore to fe<•» " *" */ « r / ? / « , ; and there-
lie in fin and * 5 ° W D a n d C 0 " n t r y and many Countries, 

condition, andye^w be fil/^ y b e / a m n e d * *** & i n t b a t 

them, nor call them h« C

L

 a n d o o t P r « < * t h e ^ l * 1 t 0 

cruelty il\S S e x c e r ^ ^ * ° f , i f e ' t b , ' S , ' S , t a ^ 
hell. To !«• th. '• Pc t b e t e r a p t i n g and driving then) to 
" e n T h r i f t I d n ^ C ' 0 U S $i?V-ofM G°rP<"ie b>' ""revealed, 
munion of S a i i f / J>",?n

L

d ^ ' " ' ^ «ernal life'and the com-

lofe the honour t ha fh i<o ' y W ' ' t h a " t h e ( i fouls, and Chriftto 
certainly t f i l r fa i t f e l f c o n n e d £ ' b y e o n v e r f i o n ' 
to men, then to cut r h X A incomparably more cruelty 
fuch: and a^reat I n in . TOatA °f k n ° c k t b e m o n [ h « h e a d > a s 

1 need not plef dt ! te , ^ "5 °°t* b y O r a i f f i o n «"> b c d o n e -
a n n a w l h i S S f S u c h i f f . " " ^ ^ £ " i ? " 1 t I m t b a t b n o t m u c h 

of God by n a t u r r ; ; ; . : ' W " n a ^ " " ' " ' . F o r the oneistaucht 
a leiler pain t h e n ^ r i I f t i n - B ° U t ° f a l e f f c r fire t h ™ H d , ) a n d 

Power.- And the m h l r

 S t o r

1

m e n t ' the inmoft of his 
therand his n e i X ^ V 3 r 8 , , ' o f G o d t o , o v c h i s b ™ ' 
«6t in him t h a t S h i

 , f t h e L o v e of God dwell 
°P the bowels of his c o m ^ n ^ ° r p o r a l n e ^ > and (hutteth 
the love of G o L ^ l l T T t " 1 / r ° m h i m > then, doth 

««P Of everlaftfng fctfa^Yf"*0*?* l o ^ « « » wiihina 
g a e a t f i a n d ^efperation, and yet refufeth to 

a fiord 
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afford htm the help that he hath at hand, and all becaufe he is not 
ordained ? 

Scd. 24. Let this he confidered o f > in any lower cafe.If a man 
fee another fall down in the lireets, (ha I he refufe to take him vit^m 
up, becaufe he is no Phyficfan ? I f the Country be infected with mjfie alper 
tnc 1 iague,andyou have a Soveraign medicine that will certain-
ly cure it with all that will be ruled, will you let them all perifh ""F. 

tha ^ ^ p W 
tnat wtien the Phyfutans are not to be had ? I f 5 ou fee the poor thoriute, &c 
naked,may rjo one make them cloaths but aTaylor?If you fee the F l t rur/ktuu^ 
enemy at the Walls, will you not give the City waming,becaufe V T n t ^ 
K P r a W a c c h - m i n ' o r o n t h e G u a r d ? i f a c < > m ^ e r ^ : r ; £ r 
oieinhgtir, any man that is next may take his place in cafe of not aiiterpof-
Neceffity. Will you fee the field loft for a point of Order be- / * J&« 
caule you will not do the work of a Commander? A hundred moruit! v e r f a s 

fuch cafes may be put, in which its plain,that the fubftanceof the TJl uif%-
work in which men can do a great and neceflary good, is ofthe mmtflWud, 
Law or Nature,though the reguiati g of them in point of order is ^fcefam 
oft from Pofitive Laws.-buc the Ceflation of the obligation ofthe mn^e%: fi 
Potoves about Order dot*.not d.foblige us from L c ^ S ^ 
Law of Nature: For then it fhould allow us to lay by humanity. v £ X 
' r L 2*' T ° t b l S ^ ° m e » ^ a t C &i t r H e i»e m*y preach 
tn fuch cafes^ but not as Minifters^but as private men : and we may 
baptise as private men in Nccefsity : but we may do nothing that 
< Proper u the Miniftry-] To this I anfwer. God hadi not made 

tne Consecration of the Bread and Wine in the Eucharift, nor 
yet the Governing ofthe Church, the only proper ads ofche 
Miniftry. To preach the word as a conftant fervice, to which 
we are feparated, or wholly giveup our felves, and to baptize. . 
ordinarily, and to congregate the Difciples, and to Teach and 
h I m G ° d s w o r f h i P > a r € a H as proper to the Miniftry as 

the other. And thefe arc works that mens eternal happinefs Heth 
on. I f you would have an able gifted Chriftian in China,Tar-
tary, Indoftan,OT fuch places, ( fuppofing he have opportunity ) 
tofpeak butoccafionally as private men, and not tofpeakto 
AfTerablies, and wholly give up himfelf to the work, and gather 
Churches, andfet afoot all Church Ordinances among them, 
you would have him unnaturaljy cruell to mens fouls. And i f you 
would have htm give up himfelf to thefe works, and yet not 

X 2 be 
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beaMinifter, you fpeak contradiction*. For whats (he offiee 
of a Minifter, but Q a ft ate of Obligation aod pewcr t§ exereife the 
Minifie^iaUUst^ As its nothing elfc to be a-Phyfitian,fup-
poiing abilires, but to be obliged and impowred to do the wo» k 
of aPhyfi t ian] The works of the Miniltry arc of Nccefllty to' 
the falvationof mens fouls; Though here and there one may 
be faved withouwhem by privater means,vcr chars nothing to all 
thereft : Ic is the falvation of Towns and Contreyes chat we 
fyeak of. I count him not a man,that had rather they were all 
cjamned, then faved by an wtordaincd man. 

Sea. 26. The End of Ordination ceafech not, when Ordi
nation failcth :the Minifterial works and the benefits to be there
by conveyed, are the Ends of Ordination : therefore they 
ceafe not. This is fo plain that I perceive not that it needs ex-
p ication or proof. 

x 2 7 - Nature and Scripture teach us, that Ceremonies 
* 1, n C C ° t h c f u b f t * « c « . a n d matters of meer Order give place 
to the Duty ordered j and that Moral Natural durics ceafe not 
when meer Poficives ceafe ; But fuch is the cafe before us. Or
a t i o n is the ordering of the work : I f that fail, and the work 
cannot be rightly Ordered , it follows not that it mufl be caft 

or forborn. On this account Chrift juftified his Difcip'es 
ror plucking ears of Corn on the Sabbath day. Neceffity put 
an end to the Duty ofSabb-th keeping; but the duty of pre-
own I™ 1 V C i co™[™^- On th./account be juft.fleth his 
Creat ^n! °r ^ ^ 5 f e n d i n § them to fludy the 
fot % 1 O o ' e f m**netb% J will have Mtrcj *ni 
™**™fi e - j So here, he w.ll have Mercy to fouls and Ccun-
S t f S f i ^ W ^ ^ W : On this acco.nt he faith, 
3 ? 1 and L r t 'I W ^ ** SMath and arc blame-

interim™'' htm* h o w h e «" thejhewbread, which f out 
andvpr h r 4 J m t W * / / / i r him to eatM *»t?for the Imp) 
and yet he finned not chercin. 
t h e l ^ 2 8 \ ^ ° T C O V e r ' t h e C h u r c h ; t ^ t 0 ceafeupon 
Cbrift h ? 0 t O r d i n a t l 0 n > n or to hang upon the will ot Pre lates. 
Ch^rrh;! ° t p U t l t i n t h e Power of Pre'ares,to deny hm a 
terZ^A k a n y c o u n t l 7 « of the world. For he barb firft dc-
tergmneuthac particular Churches {hall be ( and that cetermi-
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nation ceafeth not, ) and but fccond/y that they fliali have 
Paftors thus ordained : He is not to lofe his Churches at the 
plcafure^ of an envious or negligent roan : But fo i t would be 
i f Paftor rouft ceafe when Ordination ceafeth: For though 
without Paftors there may be communities of Chriftians, which 
are parts of the univcrfal Church, yet there can be no Organized 
Political Churches. For i . Such Churches confift efTentially of 
the Direfting or Ruling Part, and the Ruled Part ) f as a Re
public!* doth. ) 2. Such Churches are Chnftian AfTociations for 
Communion in fuch Church Ordinances which without a Paftor 
cannot ( ordinarily at leaft ) be adminiftred : And therefore 
without a Paftor the Society is not capable of the£»^,and there
fore not of the form or name ; ( though it be a Church in the 
fore.granted fence. ) Nay indeed, i f any fhonld upon ncceftity 
do the Minifterial work to the Church, and fay he did it as a Pri
vate man, it were indeed but to become a Mintfter pro tempore, 
under the name of a private man. I f Paul had not h. s Power to 
deftrudion but to Edifk«ion,neither have Prelates: And there
fore the Ads are null by which they would deftroy the Church, 
Their Power of Ordering it ( fuch as they have^occafionallv en-
ableth them to difordcr it ( that is, I f they mifsiri their own 
work,wemay fubmit: ) but they have no authority to deftroy 
i t , or do any thing that plainly conduceth thereunto. 

Scd. 29. The ceafing of Ordination in any place,will not ei
ther difoblige the people from Gods publick Worfhip, Word, 
Prayer, Praifc, Sacraments ( Neither will it deftroy their Right 
to the Ordinances of God in Church communion. Batons ie 
ftiould do,if it fhould exclude a Miniftry; therefore, i.fje 
Major is proved, 1. In that the Precept for fuch Publick woi l iup, 
is before the precept for the right ordering of ir. He that cora-
mandeth the Ordcr,fuppofcth the thing ordered. 2 The precept 
for publick woi fh ;p,ts much in the Law of Nuure.and therefore 
indifpcnfable: and it is about the great and Necetf iry d u C , c s

f 7 " 
the honour of Gods add faving of men, and preservation <* 
Church lieth on : f t is a ftanding Law to be observed t i l l 1 
coming of Chrift. And the Rights of the Church in 
lent Benefits of PuMick Ordinances and Church order, is ocuc 
founded then to depend on the Wdl of ungodly * c l * * * v " 
Prince and Parliament fail, and all the Governors tura enemies 

X 3 
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from ™ T u ' f ' " C a l t h ' ' 1 b a c ! l t b e m e a n s of Prefcrvation ofi t fif 
d X n v T r h r ' n ' t S 0 W n h a n d s < o r ifthe Common-wealth be' 
andI o?f«,™ ~ C c 5 , m u n i t V hath Power of felf prefervation, 
anabl n n o , " ! " C ° T ' ° n „ W c a l ( h a S a i " to that end. Thehfe 
n a n g % o g n l S S ' f f C ' a % ° f C t C r n a l " 0 C w 

r i o u l / a n d ,be m u a

a

h | P e 8 a V b e T ™ ^ ° f ' fcw S u P e -
tnent, nor a N e « Z F J f f K W 2 T 0 ^ " " ' ° f G ° V " n ' 
and oft unn«-V(r' 1 d t 0 b e w h o , , y l a ' ° "Pon an uncertain 
Food and R?, J m e a n s - ™ c ch ildren lofe not theirRight to 
e»er t h ; L 3 7 f n n ' n ° r a r e t 0 b e f u f f c « d » ^ m d l , , when 
theKeyef Inorh r ° U t t h e ™ . or falls afleep, or lofe.h 
and more ,h, ? u £r™nt ftoul<i r a c b e r breakopen thedaors, 
i f he had let h ' ^ h a V £ o f t h e F a t f c e r Of chcfkmdy, then 
his calling , ™. for fear of tranfgr< fling the bounds of 
were noinrefl W c e " S l h a c c a P ' » l diforder in procreation) 
t e r s o f ^ ^ ' f ° c / ™ e - b"t a duty, to theSonsand daugh-
and thing oTd "red J t £ f ™ "rf ( b e c m k ° r « e r i ' for the End 
tion ofthe C h u r c b i , d l , „ «s 8 bordered preferva-
t y ; and .ndeed a th ; T U ' ^ * n d fcrvin8 o f G o d - ' d a ' 

Sed ?o 7 tune, no difordcr at all. 
deprive the w o r h T Z T " ' ' f l h e f a i l , n S o f Ordination, ftould 
ehe. ofthenrea ° H p r J a c b ' a S ° / ™ r d , or theChur-
and Commlnfon t l n e C e f f a r y b e n e n t S o f Church Ordinances 
f e r ( a n d t h a t i n t w n „ ° r

n e

n

m a n ( > e a thoufands ) ftould fuf-
of or.hers.and mufi [;f f™l » g $ e » )hr thefin and wiifulnefs 
d.forderly lidtSsit. B l T t ?"der f " c h ^ r i n g , left he ftould 

andReafon.'Therefore ° h e A teceden^^ 
s « « . 3 I • I n a word ir i . r„ k . n t l s f o to. 

«ore , d c h e G o f p , • " " fo hornd a conclufion, againft Na-
God, the fruit , o f Redem d £ h r , f l r r c n r e . that the honour of 
fixation or c 0 n i f 0 „ 0 S ' o n . thebeingof the Church, the 

£1.0 beheveit: t b a t ^ f t o u M K ' 3 " ~ (when he is him-
f " ? ^ * P r e l a t e s ^ 
ftuitofslJbis fuflerine, , d 5 c y G o d b i s b o n o u r . andChrifttbe 
?he.r faIvation,and thif i h « ,l'"" t b e i r ^ f o r t s , and finners 
" the will o f G ; d t 6 ™ s " b e n / h e remedie is before us.and that ic 
««1 of an unvrdaincd Minin e l " . < b o M he chofen before the 

Sed. 

http://or.hers.and
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Sed.32. Argument 2.Another Argument may be this; Jf 
there may be all things efTential to the Miniftry without humane 
Ordination,then this Ordination is not of Neceflity to itsEf-
fence -, But the Antecedent is true; therefore fo is the confe-
quent. That there be a people qualified to receive a Paftor, and 

',J pcrfons qualified to be made Paftors, and that God hath already 
determined in his Law that Paftors there (hail be, and how they 

^ ^ ^ H fhall be qualified is paft all difpute ; So that nothing remains to 
be done by man ( Ordainers, Magi Urates or People ; but to de
termine who is the man that Chnft defcribeth in his Law, and 
would have to be the Paftors of fuch a flock, or a Minifterof 
theGofpel, and then to'folemnize his entrance by an Invefti-
ture. And now I {hall prove that a man may be a Mmifter 
without the Ordainers part in thefe. 

Sect.33. I f the will of Chrift may be known without Ordlnati-
on,that this man fhould be the Paftor of fuch a Pcople,or a Mini-
fter ofthe Gofpel, then may a man be a Minifter without Or
dination. But the will of Chrift may be known, &c. erjrQ. •-. 

Scft. 34. Nothing needs proof but the Antecedent ( For i t is 
'Jf but the fignificatton of the will of Chrift that conferreth the 

Power, and impofcth the Duty ; ) And that his will is fometime 
fignified concerning the individual perfon without Ordination » 
is apparent hence : 1. The Defcription of fuch as Chrift would 
have to preach the Gofpel,is very plain in his holy Canons (in 
the Scripture.) 2. His Gifts arc frequently fo eminent in fe-
veral perfons,as may remove all juftoccafion of doubting, both 

Jf from the pcrfons themfelves and others. 3.Their fuitablenefs to a 
People by intereft, acquaintance, &c. may be as notable. 4.Thc 
Peoples common and ftrong a&&ion to them, and theirs to the 

jjjjr People, may be added to all thefe. 5. T here may be no Compe
titor at a l l ; or none regardablc or comparable, and fo no con-
troverfie. 6 The Neceflitics of the People may be fo grest 
and vifible, that.he And they may fee that they are in danger of 
being undone, and the Church in danger of a very great lofs or 
fart, i f he deny to be their Paftor.7.The Magiftratcalfo maji call 
and command him to the work. 8. The People and he may con-
fent and they may unanimoufly choofc him, and he Accept their 
choice.And in all thefe the will of Cbrift iseafily difcerned, that 
this is the perfon whom he would have to undertake the Uimdry. 

Se#» 

w 
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^ect. 3 5. For 1 .Where there are fo many evident fignsof his 

Wills and Characters agreeing to the defcription in the Law, 
there the will of Cbr.ft ma«. bedifcerned, and it may be known 
that this is the described perfon. But'tLefe are here fuppofed 
( o- enough of tbefe ; ) And indeed it is no very ftrangc thing 
for all or almofl ail thefe to co.'.cur, where there are perfons of 
excellent qualifications. 

Se&. 36. And 2. Where thereis no Controvert , or room 
for a Controvcrfie, the determination m.ay be made without a 

" Judge: C The Principal reafon and ufe o t Ordainers is,rhac there 
maybettandn g Judges of the fitnefs p f men , to prevent the 
hurt of theChu chby the withdrawing of the' Worchy.andchc 
incrufion of the unworthy: ) But hereis no Concroverfie, or 
place for Controver t : therefore, &c-

Sed. 37. But I fuppofc fome will fay that [ Though the Ap
probation cf the QrUt>ers be not *lw*ieso} Necejfit) : to**ft 
the perfon may be eaftiy fyown without themijet their Jnvefti»£ the 
perfon with the Poweri, of Necefitj, becaufe without th*theii 
but * perfon f t for the Office, but cxnnet receive it till fometutko-
nzedferfonsjhalldeliver i t j Becaufe the great milfake is in-
•olvedin Th 1 S obj\-aion,ini*ll anfwer it fully. 

Sect. 38. The Law it felfis it that direftly g'ves the Power, 
and Impofeth the Dutv, when the perfon is once determined of 

f ^ w T ' f i V l h e r e n c e d s n o more but the flgnification 
1 \ ° C h n f l ' t 0 e o n f e r t h e P<>wer or Benefit or W~ 
pole the Duty. As an ad of Oblivion pardoneth all the defcri-
oea perlons ; and an A d that impofcth any burden or office up-
^ l T r y r T ° / , f u c h ° r f u c h a n ^ a r e o r parts, doth immedi
a c y by it felf ob*.g^he perfons, though fomeTudges or otbers 
^ n K Z T : ^ ? U T ^P^^ns ,andfeefo thee X ecu . 
cafe Gods L^w i m P o f e t h < < W > *> * * i n t b i s 

Cornel A u c h o r i Z e a n d o b I i g C w i t h o u t an Ordainer 

not the' firft f ^ * ^ ? Performed in Ordination by man, is 
not the ft? ft ObhgatKxnor Collation of the Power, but only 

L o h r K ^ ^ r ° f W h a t W a s d o n e b c f o r e - And therefore 
to C n V r r h h X T f j " * J e ? r * c e P t l a d u c y , a n d ordinarily neceilYry 
B e i n o f a d H * * 1 * * Y« i f « not neeekry to tbe 
cc ingof theMmifterial Officeor Power. 

Sed 



0 * 0 
'SecY.4 0- And this wil l be made apparent, i .From the rgm-

mon nature of all fuch fubfequential In ventures and inaugurati
ons , which are neceiTary to full poffeffion and exercifc o f 
Power fometimes, but not to the firft being of i t , nor to the 
exercife neither in cafes of Necefllty, when the Inveftiture can
not conveniently be had. 

Sed. 41 . Ordination f as to "the Inverting ad:) isnoother-
wife neceflary to the Mini f t ry , then Coronation to a King, or 
lifting to a Souldiour, or folemn inveftiture and taking his Oath 
to a Judge, or other Magiftrate, &c. But tbefe are only the 
folemn entrance upon Poffeffion and exercife of Power, fuppo-
fingafufficient Title antecedent and in cafes of Neceffity, 
may be unneccflary themfelves h and therefore fo is i t here as a 
like cafe. 

Scd. 42. 2. I f want of Inveftiture in cafes of Ncceffity; 
will not excufcthe determinate perfon from the burden of the 
Minifterial work, then will it not prove him deftitute ofthe M i -
niftcrial Authority : ( For every man hath Authority' to do his 
Duty , in that he is obliged to i t •, ) But the Antecedent is plain; 
I f once I know by certain figns t that I am a man that Chrift re-
quirethto be employed in his work, I durft not totally forbear 
it ina cafe of fuch exceeding moment, for want of the regular 
admittance, when it cannot be had 5 while I know that the work 
is the End,and the Ordination is but the means; and the means 
may promote the end, but muft not be pleaded againft the End, 
nor to deftroy i t * it being indeed no Means, when it is againft 
the end. Ordination is for the Miniftry and the Mmiftena 
Office for the Work, and the Work for Gods honour and mens 
falvation: And therefore God muft be ferved, and men mult be 
faved and the Miniftry to thofe ends muft be ufed, whether 
there be Ordination to be had or not. Neceflity may be laid 
upon us, without Ordination, and then woe to us if we 
preach not the Gofpel. TheLaw can make Duty without an 

° t a - 4 3 . I f t h i s w e r e n o t f o , alazy perfon that is Able for 
the M i n i f y , might by pleailngor bribing the * 
exempted from abundance ofduty and efcape he Uange o^ 
Guilt and Tud gement upon his Omiffion. A no truiy tucuu 
den t fogreaUO flefhandblood, if men be faithful m their O f 
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£jc%he labour founceiTant, the people fo unconftant, ungrate

ful and difcoursging-the worldly honours and riches fo tempting 
which may b : had in a fecular life, with the ftudy and coft that 
fits men for the Ministry, and the enemies of our work and us 
ate fo many and malicious, and times of perfecution fo frequent 
and unwelcome , that i f ic were but in the Prelates power to 
exempt all men at their pleafure, from all the trouble and 
care and danger and fufferings of the Miniftery, they would 
have abundance of Solicitors and Suitors for a difpenfation I 
efpeciaily where the Love of God and his Church were not 
very ftrong to prevail againft temptations ( for this would free 
them from all fear.) 
_ / ! ^ V 4 4 ° 3 - I f a man and woman may be truly husband 
antr Wife witjhout a folemn Marriage, then a Minifter and 
people may be truly conjoined in their Relations and Cfmrch-
icate without his folemn Ordination. For thefc are very neer 
j ^ K c ; m ^ private Contract between themfelves may tru
ly rr^ke them Husband and W i f e : and then the Handing Law 
ihe V C y c

L

t h t 0 t h c m a n h i s Power,andobligeth him and 
sne woman to their duties, without any Inftrumental invefti-
I IVV/A A " d y c t l [ t h « e b e opportunity it is not lawful for any to 
«ve together in this relation, without the inveftiture of Solemn 
o l f t r r d r r h , f ° r 0 r d e r r a k c » and to prevent the fornication and 
!v onblieir T,°ft r a ^ h t a v o i d e d Marriage benotOrdinari-
o r E l c . J 11° • " * T y 8 r e a t fin t 0 neglea Ordination 

a ^ ™ ^ ? 1 7 , a n d o f C h ^ « , and foon would moft be 
^legitimate if that courfe were taken. And yet i f Paftor and 
l eopie go together without Ordination , upon private Con-
c T f i i t v ^ AndiftherebenoNe-
U nift i l jo. j? .» b u t y e c ^ o t h not Nul l the Baptifm,and other 
r l . ft X a d m i n i f t r a t i o n s of any fuch perfon, to the Church of 
Cnnn\or the upright members. 
- 4 ^ L

4 : I f a raan m a y b e a true Chriflian without rBaftfm, 
and have Chriftand pardon and Juftiflcation and eternal life 
^ t n o u t it • then may a man be a true Minifter without Ordi
nation, For nomancanreafonabiy plead that Ordination is 
more neceffary to a Minifter then Baptifm to a Chriftian. Even 
ine rapifts that make a Sacrament of i t , and afcrabs to it an in 
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dclible Character, maQ: needs fee it foraewbat lower then Bap-
tifm. Baptizing is commonly called our Chriftening, as that in 
fome fort makes us Chriftians. And yet for all that the true 
ufe of Baptifm is but to folemnize the Marriage between Cbrift 
and us, and to Inveft and inaugurate them in a ftate of Chnftia-
nity folemnly, that were indeed Chriftians before. And the 
Papiftsthemfclvesconfefsthatwhcna man firft repenteth and 
believeth ( with a faith for mat a Ckantate ) he is pardoned,and 
in a State of Salvation before Baptifm, and (hall be faved 
upon the meer Votnm Baptifmi, i f in cafe of Neceiiity be die 
without it ( Though the partial Proftors will damn the infants 
for want of Baptifm, that never refufed i t , when they Uvc the 
parents that have but the deiire. ; So doubt but ConfUntwe% 

and man/ other, that upsn mittake deferred their Bappfm 
were ncverthelefs Chriftians ;and judged fo by the Church both 
then and now. And yet to negled it wilfully were no fmal fin. 
So i f in our cafe, men want Ordination, they may be re
allyJvlinifters, and their Mimftrations Valid but it is their very 
great fin, i f their wilfull negled be the caufethat they are not 
Ordained. . , . ^, - . > 

Sea. 46. As Baptifm is the open badge of a Ch"ftian fo 
Ordinat tn is thePopen badge of a ^ K ^ * $ f i f 
though a man may be a Chriftian before God ^ « B 

yet Ordinarily he is not a Chriftian before the Church without 
Baptifm J l ! he have by fome equivalent Profeffion given them 
fccisfafflon: And therefore if 1 knew men to be uj:terlyunbag 
tized, I would not at firft have Communion ™*™c

m f o r b a d 

ftians. But i f they c o u l d W e f t * me ^ h e i r c o n W e s 
them, or i f it were any miftake and f c r « P » e ^ a n d t h c y had 
that hindered them from the outward O r f ^ f e

J

f f i o n 

without that O r d i n a n c e K J ? ? ^ ^ * 

Chriftians, though with a ^ n i n g and r e ? « w - o 

theirerror\ EveJfe ^ W ^ ^ ^ l ^ d a 
own him as a Mioifter ^ a m e ^ 
Neccffitvtbat was the Caufe, or elfe ( it»f * c ' , . 
andmiftake) didtnanifeft by W« . M « * 
content and acceptance of the Church, tha^hewere way c _ 



C * & r > 
Jed: And i f he did fo, I would own him, though with a dif-4 

owning and reproof of his miftake, and omiflion of fo great a 
duty. 

Seft. 47. 5. There is not a word of Go<fto be found that 
makes Ordination of abfolute Necefficy to the being of the Mi-
n.ftry : therefore it is not fo to be efteemed. The examples of 
Scripture fnew it to the regular way, and therefore Ordinarily 
a duty: but they (hew not that there is no other way. 

Sett. 48. Object. It is fufficient that no other War is revealed, 
and therefore till yon find another in Scripture shit mtt(t be t*ki» 
for the only way. Anfw. t t Scripture is the Rule of our RigbC 
P ^ r S ° a 1 1 d ™ e s : We cannot imagine that in theRuIe 
there ftiould be the ieaft defefl ; and therefore no precept 
to T f o u n d ^ ° f m " n t i e ^ a l l e f t matter is there 
N n l i ? f i l » c t v A u d y ' \ l t f o l , o w e t h not that every fin doth 
fin AH £ « S i t h e i c i s n o S c i W warrant for that 
warrantable . M i T ' V o t h e r w a y i s i n n « * e n E 0 C 

warrantable ; ^nd that only whenNeceflky doth not warrant 
SmJrf { n 7 v e f h c 7 c d a l ™ d y that there are other wayes war
ranted in fome cafes in the Scripture .• And I (hall Ihew anon 
thai as great omifsions nullifie not tbe office 
fa.rh P 4 ? ' they preachftnlefs they be fen* 
m ^ K t t n f Z ^ ' A " f » : B u t t h e * Whether no 

followeth not there is nM other r V ^ ? 
they may preach • as Bderl F °°d f c n d t h e m h o w c v e r ' 
did of old. ^^^mntws.orige^ and other* 

Mafter and beft a d » l . f - " " ^ l * t h e m t o t h « ferviecofbi* Matter and beft P I ° ? t h e m t o t h e fcrviccofbis 

that a ^ & R d b L ? * ^ : ^ 
the Major , note t> d l n a t , o n 1 Concerning 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ • • ^ ™V raanisaWeis 
a i o n w i t h o u t O r d i n i t ^ 
t i e s m a v w f l n r » i K l " f f L T ' F o r *• So™ *en that have Abili
ties may want iihf*rv*nT« ^ o m e men that have A D H > 

t h a t h a v r M i n S * » c y S T 1 8 1 A b i m e s , m a y aho have Abilities for Magi-
!hecxcrcife o f ^ h . l W , ^ • a n d m a y , i v e in a Country whew 

^xcrcifeofthe*!ater. I S more Neceffary and ufefal to the 
good 



good of men> and the ferviee o f God 4 then the cxercife of the 
Miniftry would be. Tor thcfc men to be Minifters, that either 
want opportunity, or may do God greater fervice other waies, 
is not to improve their Talents to their Maftcrs chiefeft fervice: 
But f t i l l the general obligation holds,to improve our Talents to 
the beft advantage, and do good to as many as we can, and 
work while it is day. And therefore i . Such a man is bound 
( ifhebenototherwifccalledout f i r f t ) to ofifer his fervice to 
the Church and feek Ordination: And i f he cannot have it up
on ju f t feeking, in cafe of Ncccffity, he is to exercife his Talents 
without i t : left he be ufed as the wicked flothful fervant, that 
hid-his Talent, Mat. 2$ . ~ . , 

Sc&. 51 . I f this were not fo , i t would follow that the 
Gifts of God muft be in vain, and the Church fuffer thclofe 
o f them at the pleafure of Ordainers and that the fixed 
univerfal Law that fo feverely hindeth aH men , as good 
Stewards to improve their Matters ftock ( their T ime , abi
lities, intereft, opportunities j might be difpenfed with at 
the Pleafure o f Ordainers. And that God hath bound us to 
feck in vaitv for Admittance to the exercifc of the Talents 
that he hath Endowed us with : and that even in the Ne-
ceffities of the Church. Which are not things to be gran-

^SceT %z Objcdt. By this dotlrine you will induce Mforder 
into the Church, if all that are able muft be Mimfters-when 
they are denyed Ordination: For then they will bt1 the fudges 
oflheir own.Abilities . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f ^ 
mil think that there is a Necefftty • f J f t J ^ J ^ p t t o . 
•we [hall have confufion, and Ordnatu>n v*U * ? 

cafioning ,hc diforders ofother men. / " f " f ^ c h w e h b e 
diforderly faved, then orderly damned •. andJtia toe ^ 
difforderly preferved, then * W , i „ b o r J d l t o W 
alllow us to fuffcr every Thief and Murderer to , 
neighbours, for fear left by defend.* them « e » c c a h ° f l ™ e n 

so neglea tise-Magiftrate: Nor wdl he allow us to l e c * ^ 
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c o u l t L V ' ; ^ ! ; C k n e r S ' i f w e a a h e ' P t h « " . for fear of en-
oarr o C n i , g n 0 " M , t 0 t U r n 2- There is no 
Tn to L D / r v / r ? V K e r K h a o , " n , b e u f e d • w i t « ° " t occafion of 
f n e o m a n l L • h n f t b t f a t i s t h e « ' « ^ " " «he r i -

L , ? c and v e t n o l L i 'I * l " ^ 1 " ' 8 and .Rock of offence: 
, P « . I . « J 7 , 8 . ? n a y « not for that to bedenyed. There is no raft and rea-

fonablc - f t o f .ens abnfe io J

t b e doa^e 'wh .ch i h « e e l 

S tef« S f e ^ g f i S ? l X C u f e a n d J u f l i f i £ t h e u n o r ' ) s i -
p r f « W ^ 8 t h £ l r A b i l i c , e s t 0 h i s & r v i « - But 

true Neceffitv Z ' W h e ° ' " t f l i n 8 s < h a " b e <"« « " i r , a n d 

thatday bines " d , , C ° K U n ^ r f e i ! : < h a " b e d i t e n e d ' 4- Until 
caufe the're i fi„ ,tf 6 ,"? ' o m e d i f o r d e r '» this world, be-
Remedie are thefe W h J c h i s t h e d l f o r d « - But our 
not to lead them in'tonnT 0 • M * * t h e i r d u t i e s " u l >'> l n d 

« m,fchief deft ™ c? v e " t 0 f e V e n t in<>^, "uch left to 
2. T h e M a g i f t r a t e b a t h c h e S r U ' S -„ t 0 P^vent diforder. 
ftramfalfe pretenders o f NeTeffi, ^ " j " i n h i s h a n d ' 1 0 r C ' 
« he , and not the on.i-.nj 1 y ' ' a " d in order thereto, it 
Churches have the P £ Z "f " n ^ 1 b e >ai&- And 3 -The 

^ t ^ S ^ s . J u d s e s - A n d o t h t r r e ' 

think there is aNeclrshTV*^?' r*°itld 3°H h a v e m e n d o &4t 

Minified abilities i} A{FL I 7 M°tTi9 t h a t ,heJ h a v e 

and fclfifhnefs and nafc • / ' W o u , d feave t h em lay by pride 
^ ^ X ^ ^ i ^ e m c n c on their own Ab.Iuiesin 
t h a t t h e j e a n n o i " rh ' n CQ™P™<* are fo ftrong 
themfelves. I T h ? ' a V W l H n o t ) d o c h i s > thats long of 
none. a.Thev ^ a "S ? 0 t p r c c e n d a Neceffity where is 
ftors of t h e a J r c h r t . ^ ^ 7 ? t 0 t h e T r y a I ° f t h e P * ' 
ment of the god y able U i n t h c ^ 
unfit, and t h t t e T ^ ^ T ! ^ t h e < ? ^ a r C 

their judgement F o r T K I A h e ? ' t h e y rauft acquiefce in 
ftroy X S n r r h J t 9 ° ^ m C n 3 r e n 0 t ^ k e t 0 d e " 
iudgement ? « 2 P C d t h e

L

P a f t o r s o f Corruption, and1 falfe 
^ogement, I c I ? h c m 8<> to the other Paftors that are faith-

http://on.i-.nj


foi l . 6. I f all about us were corrupt, and their judgements 
not to be refted in , and the perfons are allured of their 
Ability for the Miniftry , let them confider the State of the 
Church where they are: And i f they are fure (on Confutation 
with the wifeftraen ) that there is a Neceility, and their en
deavours in the Miniftry are like to prevent any notable hurt, 
without a greater hurt , let them ufe them without Ordinati
on , i f they cannot have i t . But i f they find that the Churches 
are fo competently fupplied without them, that there is no Ne-
ceflity, or none which they can fupply without doing more hurt 
by offence and diforder then good by their labours, let them 
forbear at home, and go into fome other Countries where there 

i is greater needfif they are fi t there for the work-Jif not,let them 
P fit flill. 

Seel:. 5$. Argument 4. I f unordained men may Baptize in 
cafe of Neceffity, then may they do other Minifterial works in 
cafe of NeGelTity : But the Antecedent is the opinon of thofe 
that we now difpute againfh And the Confequence is grounded 

I on a Parity of Reafon-.No man can {hew more for appropriating 
the Eucharift, then Baptifmc to the Minifter, 

til 

14 $ 

C H A P * 

V 
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C H A R I V -

<tA n uninterrupted Succefsion o f Regular 

Ordination, is not D ^ e c e f f a r y . 

Ofth 
fire the Rea 

islde- S c ( ^ - 1 - &&B%)kfB^ Aving proved the Non-nece/fity of 
\c Rea- ®* C&fflg] (5 Ordination it felf to the Being °f 

S a s s s ? m H i ft = h / M i n

n

i f t r y - a n d ^ > K t h e i r 

ten by Voehus (sU Kmm | # a a m i n - ' l t r a t ions , I may be the fnort-
rfe defperata ^ J s ^ ^ J ^ Q er in moft of the reft, becaufe tbey 
cwfaPapatus, are fufficiently proved in this. I f 
xX&tlin'rn N e c f f i , , , i • « , , Ordination i i felf be not of the 
zu&paffim. Ncceffity which theadverfaries do afTert, then the Regularity 

felf • Sin* h 0 ! 1 £ a n n o t b e o f m o r e Neceffity then Ordination fe-
OrdinatSn^ Y e ^ h 7 ^ ^ ^ w ^ 0 f f n c h R e S u i a f 

to do with. ' ° " a f f m c d fey raoft we have now 

™ f a ^ 
n w a c e n o t W S f o r ^ G a n o n s o f the Church pro-
had A u t h o r * o t i n ne / ft 0 0 0 1 1 5 d ° n C b V • * ! " 
own fence.) " r p e c i a l » b y t r " « Bifliops (even in their 
A M w i t h e ^ ^ ? ^^"^""P ted fucce f f ion be notNeceffcry, 
be ne 0 f^the ^ C h A ° r d i n a t i o n a t thisprefentNeceffary to the 
C ^ l m J f F * * : F , ° r i f a n v o f o u r P ^ ^ o r ] might 
we hie lu°Ur n > o t h e r s i n t b e , i ^ c a f c may be fo too. For 
now S i r u* f a r a e L a w > a n d l h c Office if the fame thing , l u ^ a s i t was then. 

of aff «nt n A r # D l l l S n t I f uninterrupted Regular Ordination 
or an ourPrcdecefTorsbe Neccflary to the Being of the Mini-

ftry, 
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ftry , then no man can know that he i* truly a Mmifter of Chrift. 
But the Confequentisfalfe,and intolerable; therefore fois the 
Antecedenr. 

Sed. 5. The truth of the Minor is apparem t hus. i \ I f we 
could not be lure that we are true MiniiterSjthcn no man could 
with* comfort feek the Minftry, nor enter into upoa it. For 
who o n have encouragement to enter a calling when he knows 
not wheiher indeed he enter upon it or not ? and whether 
heengage not himfelf in acour'eof fin , and be not guilty 
as VZA* Of medling with the Ark unlawfully ? cfpeciaily 
in fo greit and tender a cafe where God is fo exceeding 
jealous. 

Sed. 6. Ard 2. who caago on in the Calling of the Mini-
ftry.and comfortably do the work, and bear the burdcn,that 
cannot know through al! his life , or in any adminiftration, 
whether he be a Minifter or a U'urper? What a damp muft it 
cat! upon ourfpirits, in Prayer, Prxife, adminiftration of the 
Eucharift and all .publick worfhip, ( which fhould be perform
ed with the gfeatclt ahcrity and delight) when we remember 
that we are uncertain whether God havefentus, or whether 
we are ufurpers, that mult one day hear , £ Who fint 
you > Whence had you your Power ? and who required this at yeur 
hands ? 

Sect. 7. And the Confeqoence of the Major ( that we are 
all uncertain of oUr Call and office, both Papifts and Prote-
ftanrs) is molt clear (in cafe of the Neceffity of fuch fuecefsive 
Ordination ) For i . No man ever did, to this day demomftrate 
fnch a fncceffion { for the Proof of his Mmiftry. Nor can all 
our importunity prevail with Papifts (Italians or French ) to 
give us fuch a proof. 2. I t is a thing impoflible tor any man 
now alive, to prove the Regular Ordination of all his Prede-
ceffors, to'the Apofties daies, yea or any Ordination at ail. 
How can you tcH that he that ordained you, did not counter
feit himfelf to be Ordained? Or at leatt that he was not or
dained by an unordained man? or that his PieJeceflors were 
notfo? i t isameerimpoffibilityforus to know any lucti thing; 
we have no Evidence to prove i t ; . 

Seft .8. Objeft . But it is probable though not certain', for 
the C^nrch froctedetb by fuch Rules, andtakeththe matter to 


