3 CI}urChés,_ unlefs ith'ey fhew fufficient caufe.
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Ordination
. ing of the Miniftry.
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iﬁt’e;‘:éﬁ: in' them , “by friénds or acquaingance, and them that
~ will moft- pleafe and humour them, and inftead of being chicir
““Teachers and Rulers

Tea Rulers, would be taughe and ruled by them-,
and do as they “would have them.  Order is of great mo-

_ment to preferve the very being of the Societies ordered ,
“and to ateain their well-being. * God is not the God of Confu-
fron but of Order, which in 3llthe Churches muft be maintain-

ed: No man therefore fhould negle& Ordination without ne-
cefficy :  And thefe'that fo negled it, thould be difowned by the
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g Aving fhewed what- the Miniftry 15,
and whatOrdinationis,and how the
work is impofed on'us, and the
Power conferred , I may now

~comeupto the point undertaken ,

- to fhew ‘the fin of ‘them tl_\at

i St Nullifie all our ‘Minifters calling
and ?dmmlﬁutions , except of fuch as are ordained by the
Englifh Prelates. And for the fuller performance of this task,!

fhall do it inthefe parts. 1.1 fhall fhew that Ordination it felfby

- man s not of Neceffity to the being of a Minifter, 2.11hail fhew
““thatmuch lefs is an uninterrupted fucceffion of Regular Or_dt-

nation (fuch as either Scripture orChiirch Canons count valid)
of Neceffiey 1o thie being of Churchor Miniftry. 3.1 fhall fhew,
tmuchlefs isan Ordination by fuch as our Esgli/ Btﬂiolzs
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necefTary to the Being ofthe Miniftry. . 4..I fhall thew that

yet much lefs is:an Ordination by fuch Bithops rebss fic famsi-:

bns, asnow things go, of neceffity to the being of the Miniftry;

5. I fhall fhew thac without all thefe pretences of neceffity for a
Presbyterian Ordination, the prefent way of Ordination by this:

& other Reformed,Churches is agreeable to the Holy Scripture,:

and the cuftome of the Ancient Church, and the poff#/aza of our

chief oppofers.: . 6.1 fhall then fhew the greatnefs-of their finy

that would. Nullifie our Minifiry and adminiftracions. 7. Aad:

yet I fhall fhew the greatne(s of their fin that oppofe or wil-

fully negle® Ordination. 8. And laftly I. fhall-return to my

former fubje&., and fhew yet how far I could wifh the Epil~
;opal Brethren accommodated, ;and propound fomewhat for &

eace. ' nl ¥ @ 3 12y : A N N A

. Sect. 2, Ifhall be much briefer on all thefe, theney e

would inyite me to be, becaufe T apprebend the moft of themto
be of no greatneceffity to our caufe, we having enough with=
out them, and lelt men fhould think that we need  fuch M=
dismsmore then we do; and becaufe of my exceedingfearcity of

time which forcethme todoallhaftily.. .1 oo o0

And for the firlt that [ Humane Ordination is novof ~dbfolute. ks P

Necefssty s the Being of the Miniftry | I-argue asfolloweth. x,(,z hidxf wric-
eArg. 1. If the Neceffity of Ordination may ceafe (‘astofin«cen o large

gle perfons ) and the Neceffity of Miniftration continue ' { oride defperaia
canfa Papani

if the obligations to cach are thus feparable.) . thenis not/Ovdi- i
nation of Neceffity to the Being of the Miniftry. Bucthe Ante-£0 s ‘Rea.

dent is true : which fhall prove by parts ( for the confequenceqc,,
is paft all doubt, nor will any I fuppofedeny.ie.) i 0, 2o
- Se@. 3. That the obligation ta be Ordained may ceafetofome:

- perfons, T prove by inftancesin certain cafesi ;'A‘ﬂd‘:' £l g,«_‘.afe ofh
a mans diftance from any.tha fheuld Ordain hims » Asif ose or
many Chriftians were. calt uponithe Coafts of anycIndianHea- -
thenor Mahometan Nation, s many have been., Thereis:n0> -
ordination Poffible : and therefore.not neceffary or, due.. Aod> -

toreturn foxit, to, the Chriftian pact of the world, may be s im-s
poffible : and if not, yec unlawfinlf by reafonofdelay... > =
- Se&.4.And 2.1ncafe of the great Neceffity of the People that
cannot bear the abfense of fuch asare able to teachehem fo long:

ilehe gravaileth , r thoufandmiles for, Or=
'.!%M@hgt:ayg&kth_many hundred or'} oo v

hY




T e ———r—

= e b‘g
g

C 3 7 - ) ythe Bifhops of the
dimation:;’. As'Bafi/in ariother cafe writéstothe Bifhops of the
Wcﬁ,\hn;’t_ ifone o{ them (the EafternBifhiops ) {hould but ka:fe
their Chrobesfor'a very fmall tine,” much more for a Jeur;lv eys
into'the Wefty they mutt give up their Churches tothe Vg_o .
to'be undone before they return; And this cafe is or inary
abroad. o7 viol - . g R

“Se&. 5. And 3. Thar incafe by Civil wars or enmity among
Princes, ‘men be nnable to travail from' one of their Countries
into the other for an: Ordination ( which elfe ofttimes clanno;
bebad ) fo the Turks and Perfians, and the Indian Mogol, ‘“;‘
the Tartariansand many other Princes, b_y fu;h wars ma}g ;n;f f'
fuch paffagean impofTible thing : Norisit like they would u. \e
eheir fubjects  to go into the enemiescountry. o )

Se®.6. And 4. in cafe that Princes ( Infidels orothcrs'c
ﬂ“’%fftéuw‘()rdinathn to the Death: Ido not find d”)?t!k
werea'Duty to be ordained; if it would coft all men that ec
it their lives , and fo made them uncapable of the Ends of Ordi-
nation %> (' For the dead preach not ) If we were all fqrbxd to
preach on pain of death, 1 know we fhould rior forbear, unlefs
our places were fo fupplied, that mens fouls were rot apparents

-ly endingered by our omiffion. But he thac may preach with-
.0ut:Ordination, can fcarce proveir aduty to feek Ordination

~;when it would coft him hislife. Or ifhe will plead it in Paper,he
»would foon be fatisfied intryal.

U iiSedidyc And '§.In cafe that the nge’lfa-lity of Bith,‘PS‘\Wi-‘b'v

- insovroreach turn Hereticks :

in the Arrian revolt, when fcar

» (s in many partsof the Eaft
ce feven Bifhops remained Or-
thodox ) Or in cafe of a National Apoftacie, asin the King-
domes. o Nubia,Tenduc, and many morethat by the conq“?.ﬁ.
OFInfidels have revolted.: 15  on 1 &
o Se&k. 8. And 6. Ordination is no duty in cafe that Bifhops.
confedcraty:io' impofe any unfavifull oathsor other Conditions
on all that they will ordain’As the Qath of rlic Rioman' Prelates
containing divers falfhoods drid unlawfif paffages doth make

allRoman Ordination de‘mx{ impibus:aa_drfg\mmm:ﬁf kf ?::

cei\g'ed- aﬂditlfété%rgpos f_‘& *‘rw 37 “;’Y/:g'.'?m:. s Bud {J
+. Secto. And'. T cate that Bifhops themfelvés {‘whom thofe

that we fiow fpeak to do m?ofe ‘to’ bavethe whiole Power (l)f
Odination): fhould eichier baves defignto corrupt the Church,

and
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and ordain only the unworthy , and keepout {uch as the Ne-
ceflities of the Church requirech,or fec up a deftru®ive fa&ion,
or by negligence or any other caufe fhould refufe ro ordain fuch
as fhould be ordained; Inall thefe cafes Ordination isimpoffible
tothem, e e

Se&. 10. And 8. Tn cafe that death cut offall the Bifhops
within our reach, or that the remnant be by {icknefs, or banifh-
ment or imprifonment hindered, or by danger affrighted to de-
ny Ordination,or by any fuch means become in acceflible, Or-
dination muft here fail. -

Se@. 11. And 9 In cafechat Bifhops through contention are
unknown,as Bellarmine confc{leth it hath been at Romse,that the
wifelt could not tell which was Pope : Efpecially if withall both
fP{lxmes feem ro be fuch as are not tu be fubmitted to,Ordination
ails. ‘

Se&. 12. And 10.Incale of Propheticalimmediate calls from
God, wh.ch many had 6f o!d, and God hath not bound himfelf
from the like again, though none have reafon to expeét it,and
none fhould rathly prefume of it : 1nali chefe ten cales Ordina-
cion filech. . R
" Se® 13."And thatit doth fo, needs no proof: thelnftances
prove it themfelves, Briefly 1. Nemo tenetsr ad_impoffibile <.
But in many of thefe cafes Ordination is Impofiible : there-

fore, &e.’

Se@. 14. And 2. Nemo tenetur ad inboseftsm : No manis -

byund o fin: For Turpe eff impofsibilein Law. But in many of
thefe cafes or all, is plainly fin : thcrefoole & e
Se&. 20. And 3 Ceffante fineceflat jgatio. The means ar
fortheend: Butin manﬂy,ifhfri)t _al'l”thc(e cafes, Ceffas finis, &
ratio medis = therefore ceffat obligatio, o it Lopiing
Se&. 21. And 4. Ceffante materia cc[[at obligasis, But. bere
alignando ceffar materia: Asin cafe of the Apoltacy, death;ba-
nithment, concealment of Bifhops, therefore, &c. ——
Se&. 22. And now I am next to prove that when.tt)c Obliga- -
sion to Ordination ceafeth, yet the Obligarion to M msﬁmd_ 7
fices ceafeth noe, but fuch muft be done. % g
And 1. proveit hence, becaufe the obligations of the com

mon Law of Natureceafe notupon 18L O
Order : Butifthe Minifterial wor‘k}s( fhould ccafe,the Obl:g;t‘:

the ceffation of a pointof ;

. . = =0
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ons ofthe Law of Natare muft ceafe.—— Here  havetwo
Points to prove. - 1, That the Law of Nature ( fuppofing the
work of Redemption already wrought; and the Gofpel and Or-
dinances eftablithed ) obligeth men thac are able and have Op-
portunity o do the work of Minifters » 2. And that this Laws

noecealed when Ordination ceafech. ;
92t 23 The Law of Narure prohibits cruelty, and requireth
Charfty and'to thew T €Iy to mea in greateft Neceffities accor-
ding o 6ur abilicy : Burto fufpend the exercife of the Minifteri-
Office, werethe greateft cruelty , wherethere is Ability and
OPPOTLUNILY to exercife irs and to exercife it is the greateft work
of Mercyin all the World, Nature teacheth usto do good t0 alt
minwhile we haye time, andto Jave them with fear, palling thim
ot of the fre, and to love eur neighbours as onr [tlves ; and zbqre-
foreto feea man, yea a town angd Country and many Countries,
licinfinand in a {tare of mifery, under the Wrath and Carfe of
Ged, fo that they will certainly be damned if they die it that
condition, and yet to be filent, and not Preach the Gofpel to
them, nor call them home to che ftate of life, chisis the greateft
crucley in the world, except the tempeing and driving them to
ell. ‘To let the Precious things of the Gofpel lie by unrevealed,
even Chriftand pardon and holine(s,and eternallife.and the com-
munion of Saints,and gl the Church Ordinances, and withal to

fuffer the Devil to go away with all chefe fouls, and Chrift co
lofe the hdnpur that his gr ight i i

fuch  and as great an injury to God as by omiffion can be done.
I need not plead chis Argument with a man that hath pot much
unmand himfelf,muych le6s with a Chriftian. For the.one s taughe
: o Y _DAture; to fave men oyt of a leffer fire then Hell, and

€ Pain then everlafling ¢ormens ,_to the utmoft of his

: €rin corporal need, and {hutteth
upthe bowels of his compaflions from him ; How. then: doth

the fove of God dwell in him, chat feeth his brother. in a ftateof .

dﬁif}ﬁ?t@n,’ Curfed bythe Law_ an e€nemy to God, and within a
flep of everlaRing dearh; and defperation, and yet rcfufctg tg
; affor
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- afford him the help that he hach ae hand, and all becaufe &e is not

ardaiged. 2. ;. covcet 5 on el j 1ud P8

Sed. 2.4 Let this be confidered of asin any lower cafe.If 2 man
fee another fall down in the ftreets, fhall he refufe to take him rir susem
up, becaufe heis no Phyfictan 2 Ifthe Country be infected with' 7ifio aut per
the Plague,and you have a Soveraign medicine that will certain- Lewm mdane
ly cureic wich all.chae, wilt be rated, will you let them all perifh, ,‘j‘;;—,,,",’,;jgj{,,,,
racber then apply it to them, becaufe you are not Phyfitian,and’ fuperiorsin ai-
that when the Phyficians are not to be had 7 If you fee the poor thoritase, &e.
naked,may no one make them cloaths but aTaylor?If you fee the T+ i fus non-
enemy ac the Walls, will you not give the City warning, becaufe ,’;”f?,'::{;'/ﬁ(;,,‘
you are not a-Watch-man, or on the Guard? 1f a Commaﬂdcrilege 5 quande
diein fight, any man that is nexc may take bis place in cafc of nor atiter pof-
Necefficy. - Will you fee the ficld loft for a point of Order, be. /¢ fidei [en
caufe you will not do the work of a Commander 7' A hundred 7"/ veritas

. Rk o : ; inviglata fer-
fuch cafes may be puc, in which its plain that the fubftance of the .U,,z;,-f a;,,-'c,,-

work in which men can doa great and neceflary good, is of the rumefilisd, |
Law ofNature,though she regulating of chem in poinc of order is P4/ fame ’
oft from Pofitive Laws:but the Ceffation of the obligation of the mm"f::?;;{ 0% |
Pofitives about Order, doth not difoblige us from che ‘commoﬂ%%a)iﬂi. : 1,
Law of Nature: For thenit fhould allow us to lay by humanity. Voetius. |
. Se&.25. To this fome may fay that [ Its true we may preach |
31 [wch cafes, bus not as Minifbers but as private men - and we may
baptize as privatemenin N ecefSity : bmt wemaydo nothing tha
s proper to the Miniffry | TothisI anfwer, God hach fior made
the Confecration of the Bread and Wine in the Eacharift, nor
" yetthe Governing of the Charch, the only proper a&s ofthe o
Miniftry. To preach the word as a conftaat fervice, to which !
Wwe are feparated, or wholly give up our felves, and to baptize. . :
ordinarily, and to congregate the Difciples, and to Teach and
Lead them in Gods worfhip, areall as proper to the Miniftry as
the other. And thefe are works that mens ecernal happinefs lieth
on. Ifyou would havean able gified Chriftian in C hina, 7 ar:
#47y, Indoftan,or fuch places, ( fuppofing he have opportunity )
to fpeak butoccafionally as private men, and not to fpeak to : S\

Affemblies, and wholly give up himfelf to the work, and gather
Churches, and fec afootall Church Ordinances among Fh‘fmﬂ,
you would have him unnaturaljy cruell to mens fouls, And if you
Would have him give up himfelf to thefe works, and yet “g: ;
X2 /
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be a Minilter, you (peak contradiions. For whats the 0 ;c
ofa Minifter, but [ 4 fate of Obligation aod pewer te extjrﬂﬁ'{ o
Minifterial afls? | < As its nothing elfe to be a'Phyﬁuan,vUPk
pofing abilires, butto be obliged and impowred to do the wor
of a Phyfitsan ] The workso !
-~ the falvation of mens fouls ; Though here and there one maﬁ
befaved withouwthem by privater means,vet.thats nothing o 3
‘thereft : Tt is the falvation of Towns and Contreyes that we
Ipeak of. I count him not a man,that had rather they were all
"ﬁ\mnfd. then faved by an unordained man. 3
| Se&. 26. The End ot Ordination ceafech not, when Ordi-
. nation faileth:the Miifterial works and the benefits to be there-

. by conveyed, are the Ends of Ordination : therefore they
ceafe not. . This is fo

p ication or proof. :
. 5¢&. 27, Nature and Scripture teach us, that Ceremontes
give place to the fubftance,and matters of meer Order give place
to the D
u{hen‘mcer Pofitives ceate : But {uch is the cafe before us. Ol“-(
dination is the ordering of the work : If that fail, and che wor
€annot be rightly Ordered , it follows not that it muft bf_Ca"&
off, or forborn. * Onthis account Chrift juftified bis Difcip'es
or plucking ears of Cornon the Sabbath day.. Neceflity put
an end to the Duty of Sabb:ch keeping; but the duty of pre-
ferving their lives continucd. On this account be juftifieth bis
own heal ngon the Sabbach day ; fending them to fludy the
great rule | Golearn what 1his meaneth, Iwill have Merc) and

7ot Sacrifi e: | So here, he will have Mercy to fouls and Ceun-

treyes, rather then O dination : . ke e,
that Zhe Pricft On this accow

+481he Tempi ; d arc blame-
/efs | and he tl) ¢ Zempie break the S.sbbarh and a

and they that were With bim, bow be eat 1he fhewbread, which (- out

of Necelsicy Yway 0 Lawfull for bims to eas but only for the T'ricfls]
and yet he {inned not thercir,

Se&. 28, Moreover, the Church;t felf is not to- ceafe upon
the ceafing ofOrdination, nor to hang upon the will o Prelates.
brift hath rot put it in the power of Pre'ates, to deny hm a
Chm-Ch IN any countries of the world.  For he hath firft de-
termined thae particular Churches fhall be- (‘and thac Cetermi-
3t - - ration

the Miniftry are of Neceflity t0

plain that I perceive not chat it needs €x

Uty ordered ; and that Moral Natural duries ceafe not -

sthem [ whar David did when be was bangry,
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nation ceafeth not, ) and but fecondlythat they fhallhave.,
Paftors thus ordained: He is not to lofe his Churches atthe
pleafures of an envious or negligent man: But foit wouldbe
if Paftor muft ceafe when Ordination ceafeth: For though
. without Paftors there may be communities of Chriltians, which:
are parts of the univerfal Church, yet there can be no Organized
Political Churches. For 1. Such Churches confift effentially of
- the Direiting or Ruling Part , andthe Ruled Part ) (asa Re-
publickdoth. ) 2.Such Churches are Chriftian Affoctations for
Communion in fuch Charch Ordinances which without a Paftor
cannot ( ordinarily at leaft ) be adminiftred : And cherefore’
without a Paftor the Society is not capable of the Exd,and there-
fore not of the form or name ; ( though it bea Church in the
foresgranted fecce. ) Nay indeed, ifany (honld upon neceffity
do the Minifterial work to the Church, and fay he did it asa Pri-
vate man, it were indeed but to become a Minifter pro tempore,
under the name ofa private man.  1f Pas/ had not b s Power to,
- deftru&ion but to Edificsion,neither have Prelates: And there-,
fore the A&s are’ null by which they would deftroy the Church,
Their Power of Ordering it ( fuch as they have Joccafionally en-
ableth them to diforder it ( chatis, 1fthey mifsin theirown
work, wemay fubmic s ) butthey have no authority to deftroy”
it, or do any thing that plainly conduceth thereunto, .
Sed. 29. The ceafing of Ordination in any place,will not et~
ther difoblige the people from Gods publick Worfhip, Word,
Prayer, Praife, Sacraments ; Neither will it defiroy their Right,
to the Ordinanees of God in Church communion. But ‘{“‘h“.
thould do,if it fhould exclude a Miniftry; therefore, &c. "‘"’lr‘ ¢
Major is proved, 1 .In that the Precept for fuch Publick woi TP,
is before the precept for the right ordering ofit. He tvhat com-
mandeth the Order fuppofeth the thing ordered. 2. The precept.

for publick worthip,is much in the Law of N wure and therefore

indifpenfable : and ic is about the great and Neceffary dutics ‘hg‘
the honour of Gods add faying of men, and prefervation 91! lh:
Churchlieth on: Trisa ftanding Law to be ob(e_rved oll t 5
coming of Chrift, “And the Rights of the Charch in the gxce ;
leat Bencfits of Pubfick Ordinances and Church order, B Flig?
founded then to depend on the Will of ungodly Prelaces.

. . - I 1T i.cs :
Princeand Parliament fail, and all the Governours turn ences

X3 o
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to a Common. wealch, it hach the means of Prefervation Of;"‘hft‘;"
from ruine iefe in its own hands; or if the Common: wealth be

deftroyed; che Community hath the Power of felf prefervatic:n-,
and ofyformihg'a Common. wealth again to that end. -Thelife

and being of States, fpecially of mens eternal happinefs,isnotto

hang uponfo fendera pe as the corrupt will ofa few Supe-
tiougrs,paﬂd, the ‘mutablg _rgm')des and cirfumﬁanccs of Govero-
ment; nor a Neeeflary End to be wholly laid upon anuncertain
and oft unnecefTiry megps. The children lofe not their Rxgh;)CO

ood and Rayment, nor are to be fuffered. to famith , when

ever the Steward falj; out with them, or falls afleep, or lofeih

the Keyes, Another fervane thould racher break open xbcdvﬁﬂ'
and more thanks he (1] bave of the Father of the family, ; 5‘}‘
if be had let cheg perifh, for fear oftranfgre ffing the bown, ’0)'
his calling. If inceft ( thac capital diforder in pro«:rn:ar.loﬂh
Were noincelt, no crime, buta duty, to the Sonsand daug p
ters of Adam in cafe of Neceflity ( becaufe Order is for the En
and thing ordered )..th 1 '

tion’ of the' Church and faving of fouls and

£y andindeed at tha; time, no diforder at all,
Se

&.30, 7. M if the failing of Ordination, fhould
30, 7 oreover | | the fai m%e it Gl
ches of the greatand-neceﬂ'ary benefits of Church Qrdinances

20, then one man ( yea thoufands ) fhould fuf- -
fer (and that in the «

othiérs anyg lc greatclt macters ) for the fin and wilfulnefs
of otheérs,and my Ji’g den'?haér,»fuzhffumrixfg, left he fhould
diforderly redresr. But the confequent againft all Juftice
and Reafop : Therefore the Antecedent i fo to.

Se&®.31. Inga word, ‘it s fo horrid 5 conclufion, againft Na-
tute, a dche Gofpel, and Chrifi;

: Rian fence, that the honour of
God,_the frugts of Redemption, the being of the Church, the
falvation or comfort of meps fouls | muft 3l be at the Prelates
mercy that 2 confiderape Chriftian cannot ( when he is him-

fglf) beh.eye '€: thatit fhopq beinthe power of heretical,ma-
iC10us, or idle Pre

: _ ates to deny God his honour, and Chrift the
fru{t of all his fuﬁ'erings, and Saints their Comforts, and finners
their (al.vation,and this when the remedie is before us,and that it
15 the wil| of God that aJ| thefe evils thould be chofen before the
¢vilof an unerdained Miniflry; ehisisan utterly incredible thing,

Sect.
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. Se&.32. Argument 2.Another Argument may be ‘this: f
there may be all things effential to the Miniftry without humane
Ordination,then this Ordination is not of Neceffity to ics E(-
fence’; ‘Bur the Antecedentis true ; therefore fo is the confe-.
quent. That there be a people qualified toreceivea Paftor and ;
- perfons- qualified to be made Paftors, and that God hath already f
determined in his Law that Paftors there fhall be, and hov: they
. fhall be qualified is pattall difpute ; So that nothing remains to
be done by man ( Ordainers, Magiftrates or People ) but to de. ,
termine who is the man that Chrift delcribeth in bis Law, and ; ’
would have to be the Paftors of fuch a flock, or a Munifter of
the Gofpel, and then tp"“'[olgmnize‘ his entrance by an Invefli-
ture. And now 1 fhall prove that a manmay be a Minifter
without the Ordainers part in thefe, : i :
Sect.33. Ifthe will of Chrift may be known without Ordinati-
on,that rhss manthould be the Pattor of fuch a People,or a Mini-.
fter of the Gofpel , thea may a_man be a Minifter without Or-
dination. ‘Burthe will of Chrift may be known, ¢c. ergg.——
Se&. 34. Nothing needs proof but the Anteced=nt ( Foritis
but the fignification of the will of Chrift that conferrech the
Power, and impofeththe Duty ; ) And that bis will is fometime
fignified concerning the individual perfon witbout Ordination,
is apparent hence : 1. The Defcription of fuch as Chrift would
haveto preach the Gofpel,is, very plain in his holy Cauops (in
the Scriprure,) 2. His Giftsare frequently fo eminent in fe~
veral perfons,as may remove all jult occafion of doubting, both
from the perfons themfelves and others. 3. Their fnitablenefs to a
People by intereft, acquaintance, ¢c. may be as notable. 4. The
Peoples common aqd?}rongaﬁ:&ion to them, and theirs to the
People, may beadded to all thefe. §.Theremay be no Compe=
titor atall; ornone regardable or comparable ; and fo nocon-
troverfie. 6 The Neceffities of the People may be fo great
and vifible | that he and they may fee that they are in danger of
being undone, and the Church indanger ofa very greatlofs or
bare, if e deny to be their Paftor,7. The Magiftratcalfo may call
and command him to the work, 8, The Peopleand he may con~ P \

fenc and they may unanimoully chéofg,h.irh,ﬁnd,lgé Accept their
choice.And in all thefe the will of Chriftiseafily difcerned, that

this is the perfon whom he would have to undertake ‘hiMi‘ﬁ‘g‘
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Se&. 35. Tor 1 .'\‘V_héFe there are fo many evident fignsof: his

“Wills and Chara &ers agreeing to the defcription in the Law,

there the will of Chrift may be difcerned, and it may be known
“that chisis che'delcribed perfon:  Buc'thefe are here fuppofed
. (o7 eoough of thefe: ) Andindeed it is no very ftrange thing

for all or almoft all thefe to coscur, wherethereare perfons of
“excellent qualifications. » Y :

Se&. 36. And 2. Where thereis no Controverfie, or room
for a Controverfie, the determination may be made without a
~Judge : ( The Principalreafon andufe (’Ordainers is,rhat there
may be (tandirg Judges of the fitne's pf men , to prevent the
hurt of the Chu chby che withdrawirg of the Worthy,andhe
intrufion of the uaworthy : Y But here is no Controverfie , or
‘place for Controverfie : therefore, ¢oc. —

Se&. 37. But I fuppofe fome will fay chat [ Thongh the Ap-
Probation of the Qrdai-ers be not alwaies of Neceffity: 5_"“"_‘./2
the perfon may be eaf] [y knovon wishowt thems; yet thesr Invefting the
Perfonmiththe Powers: of Necefsity , becanfe withows thas beis
_b‘:"" A per(on fit for the © fice, b#t cannot receive it 131l [a:n(d{‘f?"‘

vied perfons foall deliver it ] Becaufe the great miftake 1s 10~
‘Yolvedin rhis obj:&ion, I fhall anfwer it falle .. - 1

Se®. 38. The Law it felfis it that dire@ly g'ves the Power,
-and Impofeth the Ducy, when the perfonis once determined of
that falls unler it : There needs no more but the fignification
ef the W Il of ‘Chrift, to confer the Power or Benefit, or im-
P?fe theDuty.  Asanag of Oblivion pardoneth al| the defcri-
bed perfons ; and an A& that impofeth any burden or office up-
on every 'man of fuch or fuch an eftare or parts, doth immedi=
ately by it felf obiige he perfons; though fome Judges or otbers
may be appointed (0 callout the perlons, and fee to the execu-
tren € who do not thereby impofe the duty ) fo is it. in this

cafe. Gods Liw can A ut! orize and oblige without an Ordainer
fometimes. ;

Se&. 39. The }nvcﬂiture performed in Ordination by man, is
notthe fn‘ﬁ. Ot_ﬂxgation or Collation of the Power , but only
the folernnization of what was done before. And therefore
though it be nece[sitate pracepsi a duty,and ordinarily neceffiry

to Church Order and prefervation, yet isic not neceffary to the
Being of the Minifterial Office or Power.

»

il

Se&.
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 Se@.40. And this will be made apparent, 1.From "
" on nature ofall fuch fubfequentiall;g:'teﬂitures and in::egu?.g;.
" ons , which are neceffary to full poffeffion and exercife of
" Power fometimes , but not to the firft being of it, nor to the
exercife neither in cafes of Neceflity, when the Inveftiture car-
not conveniently be had. : :

Se&. 41. Ordination (‘asto the Invefting a& ) isno other-
wife neceffary to the Miniftry , then Coronationto a King, or
lifting to a Souldiour, or folemninveftiture and taking his Oath
tod Judge, or other Magiftrate, gc. But thefe are only the
folemn entrance upon Poffeflionand exercife of Power, fappo-
{inga fufficient Title antccedent; and in cafes of Neceffity, .
may be unneceffary themfelves ; and thereferc fo isit hereasa
' like cafe. ; T e

Se@. 42. 2.1f want of Inveltiture in cafes of Neceffity,
will not exeufethe determinate perfon fromthe burden of the
Minifterial work , then will it not prove him deftitate ofthe Mi-
nifterial Authority : { For everyman hath Authority 'todo his :
Duty, inthac heis obliged toit; ) But the Antecedentis plain; -
Ifonce I know by certain figns,, that Iama man thae Chrift re-
quirethto be imployed in his work, I durft not totally forbear
it ina'cafe of fuch exceeding moment, for want of the regular
admitcance, when it cannot be had ; while I know that the work
is the End,and the Ordination is but the means; and the means
may promote the end, but muft not be pleaded againft the End,
nor to deftroy it ; it being indeed no Means, when itis againt
theend. Ordination is for the Miniftry , and the Minifterial
Office for the Work, and the Work for Gods honour and mens
falvation: And therefore God muft be ferved, and men muft be
faved , and the Miniftry to thofe ends muft be ufed, whether
there be Ordination to be had or not. Neceffity may be laid
upon us, without Ordination , and then woe to us if we
preach notthe Gofpel. TheLaw can make Dauty without an

Ordainer. =4
" Se&. 43, Ifthis were not fo, alazy perfon that1s Able for |

B2 s ; : y P . =
the Miniltry, might by pleafingor bribing the Ordainers ,
exempted from abundance ofduty , and fcape the danger of _
Guilcand Judgementupon his Omiffion. And truly the bux;_— |
denis fo great to flefhand bloo%, if men be faithful in their 1%: |
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ficeghe labour fo nnceffant, the peoplé fo unconftant, ungrate-
fui'ﬁ difcouraging;the worldly bonours and riches {o tempting

which may be had in a fecular life, with the ftudy and coft tdhat
fits men for the Minifiry, and the enemies of our work and us

- arefo many and malicious, and rimes of perfecution fo frequent

and unwelcome , tharifit were but in the Prelates power tg
exempt all men at their pleafure, from all the trouble ’md
care and danger and fufferings of the Miniftery, they woul
have abundance of Solicitors and Suitors for a difpenfation ?
efpecially where the Love of God and his Chut:cb Were fm"
very ftrong to prevail againft temptations ( for this would iree
them from sl fear.) : d
Se®. 44. 3..Ifa man and woman may be truly busban
and Wife without a folemn Marriage , then a Minifter and
People may be traly conjoined in their Relations and Charch-
State without his folemn Ordination, ~For thefe are very neer
ofaNature. A private Contra between themfelves may tru-
ly make them Husband and Wife: and then the fanding Law
of God conveyeth to the man his Power,and obligeth himand
the woman to their duties, without any Inftrumental invefti-
ture: And yetif there be opportunity it is not lawful for any to. .
live together in this relation, without the inveftitare of Solemn
Mattimony, for Order fake, and to prevent the fornicationand
baftardy, thiat couid not be avoided 1f Marriage be notOrdinari-

ly publick.  Juf foicisa very great finto negle@ Ordination

ordinarily,and where jt may bebad | and tendeth to the baftar-
dy of the Miniftry , . and of Churches , and foon would moft be
illegitimate if that courfe were taken. And yet if Paftorand
People go together without Ordination , opon private Con-
tract,in cafe of Necefficy , it is lawful : And if there be no Ne-
ceﬁi;y,xg';s finful, buryerdoth not Null the Baptifm,and other
Minifterial adminiftrations of any fach perfon, to the Church of
Chrift or the upright members, : , :

Se& 45. 4.1f a man may be a true Chriftian withont 7341”[ ]
and have Chrift and pardon’and Jufification and eternal life
Withoutit; thenmay a manbe a true Minifter without Ordi-
mation.  For no man canreafonably plead that Ordination is
more neceffary to a Minifter chen Baptifm toa Chriftian. Bven
the Papifts thatmake a Sscrament of it » and afcribe:to it ;et;nlbt;e :

&
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delible Chara&er, mult needs fecic fomewbat lower then Bap-

tifn. Baptizing is commonly called our Chriftening, as that in
fome fort makes us Chriftians. And yet for all that the true

ufe of Baptifm s but to folemnize the Marriage between Chrift

and us, and to Inveft and inaugurate themina ftate of Chriftia-

nity folemnly, thatwere indeed Chriftians before. And the

Papifts themfclves confefs that when a man ficft repenteth and
believeth ( with a faith formara Charisate ) he is pardoned,and
in a State of Salvation before Baptifm, and fhall be faved
upon the meer PVotums Bapti[misif in cafe of Neceflity he die
without it ¢ Though the partial Prottors will damn the infants
for want of Baptifm, that never refufed it, when they fave the
parents that have but the defire, ) No doubt but Conffantine,
“and many other, that upon mittake deferred their Baptifm,
were neverthelefs Chriftians;and judged fo by the Church both
then and now. Aad yetto negle& i wilfully were no {mal fin,
So if in our.cale, men want Ordination, they may bere-
ally Minifters, and their Miniftrations Valid; butit is their very

%;'egt fin, if their wilfull negle& be the caufethat chey are not

rdained. P ps 4‘

Se&. 46. As Baptifmis the open badge of 2 Chriftian, fo
Ordination is the open badge of a Minifter : and therefore
though aman may be & Chriffian before God without Baptifm,
yetOrdinarily he is- not a Chriftian before the Charch without
Baptifm gl he have by fome equivalent Profeffion given them
fatisfa@ton: And therefore if 1 knew men to be utterly unbap-
tized, 1would notat firft have Communion with them as Chri-

fti " Buti i that Necefiity forbad
ians. ~ Butif they could manifeft @ me R eir confciences

them, or if it were any miftake and fcruple )
tba{l;indcred thifn f;gm the outward Ordinance, and they had
without that Ordinance made as publick and bold a profefion
of Chriftianity, and farisfa@orily declared themfelves £O be
Chriftians by other means , i would then own themas
Chriftians,, though with a difowning and reprebenfion of
their error; - Even'fo would 1do by a Minifter : 1 would not
.own him as.a Mipifter unordained, unlefs be eicher fhewed a
Neceflity that was cthe Caunfe, orelfe (ific were l}l{i,weaknefs
and miftake ) did manifeft by his abilicies and. fidelity and the
confent and acceptance of the Chlgch, thag he were truly L::l:

: - : ;
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led: Andifhe did fo,T would own him, though with a dif -
owning and reproof of his miftake, and omiffion of fo greata .

daty.

ge&. 47. §. There is nota word of God—co_be found !ha:!
makes Ordination of abfolute Neceffity to the being of the M!;‘
niftry : thereforeit is not fo to be efteemed, The examples of

Scripture fhew it to the regular-way, and therefore Ordinarily
aduty: but they thew not that there isno other way.

Set. 48: Obje®. Feis fufficient that no other Way §3 revealed;

and therefore till you find another iy Soriptare, thismnft be t:«km
forthe onlyway.  Anfw. 1, Scriptare is the Rule of our Right
performance of all duties: We cannot imagine that in the Rule
there fhould be the leaRt defe@

or imitable pattern of finsin the .fmalle® matter is there

to be found. And yet it followech not that every fin doth
Nullifiea Cailing, becaufe there is no Scripture warrant for that
fin. All that wifl followis, that no other way is innoecent OF
warrantable : and that only when Neceffity doth not warrant
it. 2.1 have fhewed already that there are other wayes war-
ranted ia fome cafes in the Scripture - And Ifhall fhew anon
thatas great omifsions nullifie not the office.

Se&. 49. Obje&. Bushow Joall they preach mnlefs they be fent?
faith Panl, Rom. 10, Anfw. Butthe quetion is, Whether no
man be fentthat have nog humane Ordination? The text doth
notaffirmtbis. Let that be Gods Ordinary way : but yet it
followeth not there is no other. - If God fend .them however,

fili!?;;n:l};.preach; e Frumentius, Origen, and others

 Se&. 50. Argument 3. Hethat hagh the Talents of Minifte-
rial Abilities, is bound te improve them to the fervice of bis
Mafter and beft advantage of the Church : Buc fuch are

tion : exgo

ties may want libert

that have MiniftcrialAbilities,may alfo have Abilities for Magi-
fizacy, Phyfick, Law, ¢, and may live ina Country where
the cxercife of the Jater. is more Neceffary. and uﬁ:fnL.to;gfl

8
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; and therefore no precept .

yand opportanity to exercife them.2.Others
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good of men, and the fervice of God, then the exercife of the
Miniftry would be. For thefe mento be Minifters, that either
want opportunity, or may do God greater fervice other waies,
is not to improve their Talents to their Mafters chiefeft fervice 2
But il the general obligation holds,to improve our Talents to
the beft advantage , and do goodto as many as we can, and
work whileitisday. And therefore 1. Such a manis bound .
(if he be not otherwife called out firft) to offer his fervice to
the Church and feck-Ordination: And if he cannot have itup-
on juft fecking, in cafe of Neceffity, he isto exercile his Talents
withoueit : leit he be ufed asthe wicked flothful fervant, thac
hidhis Talent, A4as. 25 .

Se®. s1. If this were not fo, it would follow-that the
Gifts of God muft be in'vain, and the Church fuffer thelofs
of them at the - pleafore of Ordainers : and that the fixed
univerfal Law thae fo feverely bindeth all men , as good
Stewards to improve their Mafters ftock. ( cheir ‘Time, abi-
lities , intereft , -opportunities ) might be difpenfed- with at
the Pleafure of Ordainers. - And chat God hath bound uste
feek in vain, for Admittance to the exercife of the Talents
that he ba:'l?\ndowed us with : and that even in the Ne-.

ceffities of the Church, . Which are not things to begran~"
Se&. §2.- Obje®. By this deftrine yo# will indsce difordey -

into the Church, if all that are able muft be Minificrs when .

they ‘are dewped Ordination: For then they will be the fudges

of their own -Abilities , and every brain-fick_prond Opinionifiy

will think_ thas there is a Nect[fity of his Preaching; 4"?;{:

2’0 fball bave conffion, and Ordination will be made contemprivic:

y Pretenc veloity 1=

A 'Sc&f ;:30f ﬁ;w{?.:God will not ‘havethe Neceﬁine_s ?f

mens fouls negledted-, nor allow us to let men §o quietly

‘to damnation, nor have his Churches ruined, for fear of oc-

cafioni e di fother men. - Its bereer that men
ioning the diforders © und ihasah Churchbe

diforderly faved, chen orderly damned - .
difforderly preferved, then erderly deftroyed ! ng v;:}{yﬂ:i
alllow us to fuffer every Thief and- Murderer to ro 0:;: itko |
aeighbours, for fear le by defending them, we occafion ment .

t0-negle& the- Magiltrace : Nor will he allow us to lexmen

i sy




- perifh in their ficknefs, if we can help them, for fear of en- -

Luke 2.34.
I 1)Ct--’--6;7 8.
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ing the ignorant to turn Phyfitians. -2. There is no
;‘;?cr agf' %ods f;gr,v‘ice that can be ufed , without occaﬁ%n gf
{in tothe perverfe : Chrift himfelf is the fall s iwell aSﬂt_ Ce.
fing of many ; and is aﬂumbling ftone and:Rogl.: of 0 dmcea:
and yet not for that to bedenyed. There js no juft and r ?
fonable caufe of mens abufe jn the do&rine which I here ex-
prefs.. 3. Trye Necefsity will excufe and Juftifiethe unordaine

ed before God, for exercifing their Abilities to his fervice. But

pretended comnterfeis #ece[sity will not Juftife any ; And the
final judgement is ar hand 4

when all things thall be fet ﬁraxr,an_c}
true, Neceflity and counterfei fhall be difcerned. = 4. U.gﬂ.
d ¢ in fome diforder in this world, be
orld, which is the diforder, But Oué'
Remedies arethefe, 1. To teach men their duties cruly, an
not to lead them into one evill to Prevent another, much lefs to
A milchief deftrud;i

L S0 mens fouls o prevent diforder.
2. The Magiftrate hath ¢he fword of juftice in his hand, to. re-
{train falfe pretenders of Neceflity ; :
is he | and not ¢h

caufe there is fin the w

cafedeferve ic )

Lo, it is not he byt they that will b
medies we have none till che laft day,
Sed. 54. Queft

NI, Bar what wonld Jon have men do tha
think there is 4 Necefsiry of

thesr labonrs, and thas they have
Binsferial abilities ? Auf.

-unfit, and there is no need

I- Twould bave them lay by pride
and {elfithnefs , and Pafs judgement on their own Abiliciesin .
Humility and felf-denyal, * If their Corruptions are fo ﬁrollgf_
that they cannot ( ¢hay is, they will not ) do this, thatslong of
themfelves, 2. They muft not pretend a Neceffity where is
Done. 3. They\muft offer themfelves tothe Tryal of the Pa-

ftors of the Church that beft know them. 4.If in the judge-

‘menc of the godly able Paftors that know them ,  they are

of them, they muft hcgui_efc,edirf
their.judgemcnt. For able Godly men are not like to. de

firoy the Church or cnvy help to the fouls of men, 5 If

they have canfe to fufpe® the Paftors of Corruption, audfa f::gf
judgement, lex them £0 to the other Paftors that are :

S
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foll. 6. If all about us were corrupt, and their judgements - -

not to be refted in , and the perfons are affured of their
Ability for the Miniftry , let them confider the State ofthe
Church where they are : Andif they are fure (on Confultation
with the wifelt'men ) thac thereis'a Neceffity , and their en- -
- deavours in the Miniftry are like to preventany notable hurt,
without a greater hurt | let them ufe them without Ordinati-
on, if they cannot have i, Bat if they find thatthe Churches
are fo competently fupplied without them, that thereisno Ne-=
ceflity, or none which they can fupply without doing more hurt
by offenceand diforder then good by their labours, let them
forbear at home, and go into fome other Countries where there
is greater need (if they are fit there fos the work. )if not,let them
fir fHill. ‘ :
Se&. 5. Argument 4. If unordained men may Baptize in - .
cafe of Neceffity, then may they do other Minifterial works in
cdfe of Neceflity : But the Antecedent is the opinon of thofe -
that we now difpute againft. And the Confequenceis grounded -
ona Parity of Reafon:No man can fhew more for appropriating

>

the Eucharift, then Baptifme to the Minifter,
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CHAP.1V.

A nuninterrupted uccefsion of Regular
Ordination, is not N ecelfary.

Sakani

Of this I de-
fire the Rea-
der, to perufe
what is writ-
tenby Poetius

Sed. 1. Soors ) Avindg proved the Non-neceffity of

Ordination it felf to the Being OF
the Miniftry, and palidity of cheir
adminiftrations,I may be che fhort-

er in moft of the reft, becaufe they
- I#g’%ﬁ‘; % are fufficiently proved in this. "I
l.2.Selta.c.

Ordination it felf be not of the
21 pafim. Neceffity which theadverfaries do affert, then the Regw/arit)
of Ordination cannot be of more Neceffity then Ordination it-

felf: Much lefs an aninterrupted Smecefsion of fuch Regular
rdination : Yet this alfo

e

1s afferted by moft that we have now
to do with. By

Se&. 2. By Regnlar Ordsnation ] mean in the fence of the ad -
verfaries themfelves, fuch gs the €anons of the Church pro-
Eo:xxe t;lot Null,a;d fuch as by the Canons was done by fucg as

ad Authority to do i¢: i . in their
own fence, ) : " fpecial, by true !

Se&. 3. Andif the uninterrupted fucceffion be not Neceffary;
then neither is fiach Ordinationat this prefent Neceffary to the
bemg of the Miniftry : For if any of our predeceffors might

¢ Minifters without it, others in thelike cafe may be fo too. For

Welive under the fame Law, and the Officeis the famething
now as it was thm. . 2

€. 4. Argoment 1. If uninterrupted Regular Ordination

of all our Predeceflorsbe Neceffary to the Being of the %‘“

Y

e A

e -




(169)

firy , thenno maa canknow that heis truly a Minilter of Chrift.
But the Confequent is falfe,-and intolerable ; thercfore fois the
Antecedenr. o : -

Se&. 5. The truth of the Minor is apparent thus, 1. [fwe
could not be fare that we are true Minilters, then no man could

with’ comfort feek the 'Minftry,, nor enter into upoa ir. For'

who can have encouragement to enter a ‘calling when be knows
not whether indeed he enter upon it or not ? and, whether
he engage not himfelf in acourfeof in , and be not guilty
as Uzza of medling with the Ark unlawfully > efpecially
in fo grest and tender a cafe where God is_fo exceeding
jealous. B oot
Se®.6. Ard 2. who cam go on in the Calling of the Mini-
ftry,and comfortably do the work, ‘and bear the burden,that
cannot know through ali his life | “or in any adminiftracion,
whether he be a Minifter or'a U'urper 2 What adamp muft it
“calt upon our“fpirits, in Prayer, Praife;, adminiftration of the
Eucharift and a!l_publick worfhip, ( which fhould be perform-
ed with the greatelt alicrity and delight ) when we remember
that we are uncertain whether God have fent us, or wherher
we are ufurpers, that muft one day hear , [ Who fim
you? Whence bad you your Power? and who required thisat your
Chaiiditpe oo 1ot SR Ba BT 2 W i oos
Se&. 7. And tlie ‘Confequence of the Msjor ( that we sre
all uncertain of our Call'and office, both Papilts and Prote-
ftants ) is moft clear (" in cafe of the Neceffity of fuch fuccefsive
Ordination ). For 1. Noman ever did, to'this day demomfirate
fnch 1 fucceflion . forthe Proof ofhis Miniftry. Norcanall
our importinity prevail with Papifts { Iralians or French ) o
give usfuch a proof. 2.1t is athing impoffible for any man
now alive, to prove the Regular Ordination of all his Prede-
ceffors, to*the Apofliles daies, yea nr any Ordination at all.
How can yon teM that he that ordained you, did not counter-
feit himfeif to be Ordained? Or at leaft that he was not of-
dained by an unordained man? or that his P;‘eicceﬂ'ors were
not fo ? It isa meer impoffibility for us to know any f“‘h_ thing;
wehave no Evidenceto proveit: : :
Se&.8. Obje®. But it is probable thosgh not certain : for
the (hnrch procoedeth by fuch Rules, Endmlqth the matter to é}

o




