
( H O 
vour good will have Stave laborioufly to ftrve God m a low 
Sate as the fervant.of all.and the Lords of none ? 

Seft 16 I O By this mean, alfo you ftew your felvcS i m -

fomeof them perfected to baniftment, and fome to death. The 
world hath had toofewfuchmen ^ « ^ « ^ 
gence and holinefs, as M k r f i m , B r f * * , l^hr S ^ l 

fori, Cartwrigbt, BMCS, Amu, R°JJf>, * n a £ ? " ' A fom. ; ' 
W f o m e fuf&red unto death, and f o f e » « 
prifoned, ere. for not conforming to the Ceremonies. beiides 
Eliot,Hook", Crttm, Norton, Cobh,,D*ve»4»t,e*rk>r>No£ 
and all the reft that weredriven to New EnilfJ ! and * M « 
W»U and all that were driven into BolUU ! « d J * ™ ? ? 
thou&nds of private Chriftians that were driven « « Y «™» 
hem : And bef.de, all the later "oreextenfive perfecut.onof 

facb as were called Conformable Pur.tans for not reading the 
Book for dauncing on the Lord, day, and for notceafingto 
S i Lectures, or on the Evening of the Lords day, andfuch 
« k ^ A ' l this I call to your mind, as the fin that ftould bela­
t e d andheaviy lamented, and'notbe owned.and drawn or 

heads by impenitencte • f ° Y°" 
Z e n t that would do the like, andtakeyour felves to be: per-

my own part, I muft profefs, lhad "therbea t y ^ 
Chimney-fweeper, yeaorthebafeftvemne^ * » n o e ^ 
with all this guilt upon my foul, f to « " J T ^ T W t h e y , u f t i f i c manymakeofit.andhowimpenitentlyioeveru y , 
ever 

n . Yea more, after all t'hat 
had, in the waie, and end. of your P " d ™ ' ' f ; h e B 1 in per-
you would yet incomparably outftrip the mow. « ^ t t t e m p t > 

fecution, i f you had your way F o r , ^ ° i n a ™ 0 f t of the Pro-
or make aoy motion, for degrading or denying £ ^ ^ 
teftant Minifter. in or fuch • ^ ^ t h e i r 

HctUnJ are not Ordained by Prelates, ana i« 
c C h e s . ThisUfarhigherthentheebeforeyou. ^ 
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S e « . 18. 12. And take heed left continuing in fuchaf™; 
after both prohibiti ons and judgements, you (hould be found 
Pghters aqainftGod.M thofe that defpifc the Mmifters of Chrift, 
defpifc Chrift himfelf, what (ball we think of them that doit 
Cbcmfcljef, and teach men fo to do, and have pleafureinthcm 
that do tt ? Its fearful to draw near that forlorn Condition ot the 
Jews i 7 ^ 2 . 1 5 , 1 6 . [ a»d have perfected us'.and they 
V^eaje not God.and are con rary to ailment forbidding us to freak, 
to the Genttles that they might he faved, to fig up their fins *lw*y l 
Jirthevratb u come upon them to the uttermsft. J 

Sea. 19. 13. Jt is apparent that your dodrine and pra­
ctice tendeth to let in the oTJejected rabble of drunken,ignorant, 
ungodly perfons into the Mta.ftrie. ( And what can be more 

S?«f lu u C m ° f t H o I y G o d X> F o r i f o n < * yoncaft out all 
thofcthathave not Prelatical Ordination, or all that are againft 
L i f P l a r l y Ordination,; you muft take in 
rant? ^ t \ ? n i m t h i l e r o b o * m * m a k e P r i ^ s of the vileft of the 
S k £ *Z ntr ^ L p h T m u { i b e v a c a n c : for we know that 

tmmti 1°A I 4 - Y ? U r d o < a r i n e do& ^nd to harden malig­
nant wicked men in then- cnmirie againft a faithful Miniftric and 
weicerhisiinhappy fucecfsof i t by experience. Our doSrine 
is lo much againft the inclination and intereft of the flefh ard 

t h « , n o £ l T e " t £ " w o u ' < » ^ reputed aS Godly a. the beft ; 

«nd help to p r e „ a r e r h l f " " ^ t . h e < D ° f t h e i r e v C T l ! 1 « i n g fts«. 
learned m e S , h i ° i for the.r latter end, they are told by 
« S £ t andth ar > " " h e n ? M i n i f t e r s b u t L a y - m e n a n d Scbif-

tmnwh • r . fr0m u s " Winifters:and fo the poor people 
^ f ^ t e M - . ^ Affetnbliesand O r T a / c e ^ f 
» n d d e f P , f e u , V w / e a ? d , e " n c d m e n «> d.fown us 
M d u n w d l w W l ^ h J W t h ; ' r < , r o n k e n « ' ' t , and worldlinefr, 

now 



now they have a defensive agairift the galling doftrine of thofe 
prccife Preachers, that would not let them alone in their-fin 
they were wont to be difturbedac leaft by Sermons, and foroe-
timethcypurpofed to return, and were in the way of Grace, 
and in fome hope: but now they are taught by Learned Godly 
Divines to keep out of bearing, they can go on and fin in 
peace. 

Se&. 2 1 . 15. By this means alfo you rob God of his pub-
like worfhip^ People are taught to turn their backs o n it: : you 
teach them that it is better that God have no publike Mimftenal 
worfoipatall, in Prayer, Praifcs, Sacraments, &c. then that he 
fliould have it from any but Prelatical Miniftcr 81 Ofacred do­
ctrine ! And i f you had your wills for the filencmg or ejecting 
of all that arc not Ordained by Prelates, how many hundred 
Church-doors muft be (hut up in the Chriftian wor ld , or 
worfe I 

Sed. 22. 16. By this means all Impiety would be cheriinea 
and let loofe. When once the mouths of Miniftcrs were flopped, 
the mouth of the fwearer, and curfer,and railer, and fcorner at 
Godlinefs would be open .* and fo would be the mouth of the 
drunkard and glutton. I f all that can be done, be fo much too 
little, as experience tells us, what a cafe would the Nations be 
in, and how would iniquity abound, i f Miniftcrs were caft 
out? 

Seft. 23. 17. Yea it might endanger the Churches, by tne 
introduaionof Infidelity or Heathenifm it felf. For nothing is 
more natural as i t were, to corrupted man: and i f once the M i -
niftry be taken down, and they have none, or thofe tna: are 
next to none, Infidelity and Atheifm wilifoon fpringup. Ana it 
willbeamoredangerousfortof Infidelity then is among ma 
ny of the open Infidels, becaufe it would be palliated witn tne 
name of Chriftianity, and leave men further from conviction, 
then fome that never heard of Chrift. * c -

Sea. 24. 18. And it is a temptation to Infidelity 
tempt of the Church and Miniftrie, when men Shall ice u w « 
party o f Cbriftians'doth thus unchurch another, lot-y wro 
think that they may boldly fay that of us which we fay ot one 
another-, one party unchurchcth aH the ^ > f t ^ l ^ S 
arcnowfpeakingto, do unchurch all the Prottf tmt Churches 
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that are not Prelatical. The Papifts unchurch all but thcmfelver, 
and fo among them,they leave Chrift but a very fraall part of his 
inheritance. 

Sed. 25. 19. Yea I fear that by Confequence ( and too 
near and pla n a Confequence) they dtlTolve the Catholike 
Church it felf. And i f it be fo, let them judge whether their do­
ctrine fubvert not Chriftianitie ? I ufeno violence for the infe­
rence. I f want of Prelatical Ordination do Null the Proceftant 
Miniftrieand Churches, then it muft needs follow that far grea­
ter defects ( and more againft the vitals of the Church ) will 
do as much to unchurch the Romanifts, the Greeks, Armenians, 
Syrians, Ethiopian*, Egyptians, &c. But alas, how eafie is it 
to prove that all thefe have far greater defects then the Pref-
feyterian Proteftant Churchesandfo the whole fnuft fall toge­
ther. 

Sect. 26. 20. By all thefe means they joyn with the Qua­
kers, and Seekers, and Drunkards in oppoftng the fame Miniftric 
that they oppofe. Tou are no true Minifters of fefits Chrift, fay 
the Quakers, Seekers, and other Seds ; fb alfo fay thetethat 
now we arc fpcakingof: and i f they preach their dodrine, and 
fide with them againft the fervantsof Chrift, let them be afraid 
left they partake of their Spirit and Reward. 

Sed. 27. 21 . Their do Arine and pra&ice tendethto grieve 
the hearts of the moft experienced gracious fouls. Should all 
thcMinifters becaft out that are not Prelatical, -and the places 
fupplyed, as they muft be in their ftead, with fuchaseanbe 
had, O what a day would it be to honeft humble fouls, that 
were wont to delight themfclves in the publike worftiip of God, 
and to find inftru<5ion, and admonition, and confolation futable 
to their neceffities! I f now they {hould have all turned to what 
the Doctrine o f thefc men portends, their fouls would be as in 
a Wildernefs, and famine would confume them, and they would 
lament as David in his banifhment, and the Jewsin cheir captivi­
ty, to think of the daies that once they fa w. 

Se&. 28. 22. And doth it not imply a great deal of unholy 
ftefs and enmitieto Reformation^ when men dare thus boldly un­
church the moft of the Reformed Churches, and pafs luch de-
fperate nullifying cenfures on the moft holy, able, painful Mini­
vers of the Gofpcl ? O how many of them are ftudying, and 

watch-
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watching and praying for their people day and night, and teach­
ing them publickiy and from houfeto houfe, and that fome-

"times with tears, willingto fpend and be fpent fo their Salva-
eion, not fccking theirs but them ^ and when they have done 
all, they are reproached as no Minifters of Chrift, and the peo­
ple taught to difown them and forfake them. Is thisafignof a 
fon of God, that is tender of his honour and intercft ? or of a 
Holy Gracious foul ? 

Se&.29> 23. At leaft by this means the hands of Minifters 
are weakned in their work, and their difficulties increafed, and 
their hearts grieved, becaufeof their peoples mifery. O i f they 
could have but a free unprejudiced hearing with poor finners 
fome good might be done 1 But they will not hear us, nor 
come neer us, or fpeak to us: Efpccially when they are taught to 
forfake us by fuch men. I would not be the man that (houldthus 
add burden and grief to the faithful" Minifters of Chrift, upon 
fuch an account, for all the Biftioprickson earth. 

Se&. 30. 24 Theyalfo diftraft the minds.ofChriftians,when 
they hear men thus degrading and unchurching one another; 
fo that weak perfons are perplexed, and know not what to think 
nor what Church or Religion to be of: yea it is well i f many be 
not tempted hereby to be of no Religion at a l l : when they hear 
them condemning one another. 

Sed.3 i.25.Thefc (hew too much formality andCcremoniouf-
nefs,when they fomuch prefer their own opinon,aboutacircum-
ftance, Ceremony or Mode, before the very being of the Chur­
ches and Miniftry, and the fubftance of worfhip it felf, and the 
Salvation of men fouls; As if it were better for Churches to be . 
no Churches, then not Prelatical Churches: or for fouls to be 
condemned, then to be faved by men that are not PrciaticaL I 
fpeak not thefe things to exafperate them (though I can cxpstf 
no better : ) but in the grief of my foul for the fad condition that 
they would bring men into. , t X J i ; 

Seft. 32. 26. They lay a very dangerousfnare, t od«WMt-
nifters to be guilty of caftmg off the work of God. * l c i n 3 
blood would be glad of a fair pretence for fo much liberty ana 
eafe. O how fain would it be unyoakt, and leave this labou-
rious, difplcafing kind oflife I And when fuch as thefe lhall 
pcrfwadc them that they are no Miniftcrs, they may do much to 



gratificthe flcln. For fomc will fay, lam at a lofsy between both 
wayes; 1 cannot fee the lawfulnefs of Prelacy s andjet thej fpea^ 
fo confidently of the nullity'of all other callings, that I mil for-
hear till lambettir refolved Another will fay, / find my felj 
to be no Mini ft er ,ani therefore free from the Obligation to Minifte-
rial Offices ; and I will ta^e heed how I come m&er that yoak. 
again Jill I have fuller refutation. Another will fcruplc being 
tvfice Ordained, and fo will think it fifcr to furccafe. At lealt 
they tempt men to fuch refolutions, that would difcharge theen 
from fo hard a work. 

Sect. 3 3. 27-By this means alfo they make the brezches that 
are among us to be uncurable, and proclaim themfclves utter­
l y unrcconcileabie to the moft of the Proreftant Churches 
For i f they will have no reconciliation or communion with 
them, till they (halt confefs themfelves no Churches, and call 
off all their Minifters, they may as well fay flatly ,they will have 
none at all. For no reafonable man can imagine or expect that 
ever the C hurches fhould yield to thefe terms.When they are de­
clared no Minifters or Churches, you cannot then have Commu­
nion with them as Minifters or Churches. 

Sect. 3 4. 28. And it is eafie to fee how much they befriend and 
encourage the Papifts in all this. Is it not enough that you 
have vindicated the Pope from being the Antichrift, but you 
muft alfo openly proclaim that Rome is a true Church, their 
Pricfts, true Priefts, their Ordinances and Adminiftrations Valid, 
but all the Proteftant Churches that are not Prelatical arc indeed 
no Churches, their Minifters no Minifters, &c. Who would not 
then be a Papift rather then a member of fuch a Protcftant 
Church ? How can you more plainly invite men to turn Papifts , 
unlefs you would do it exprtfly and with open face ? Or how 
could you gratifie Papiftsmore? 

Sect. 35. 29. And truly i f all the'eevils were accompMned, 
the Minifters forfaken, iniquity letloofe,thc Ordinances propha-
ncd by unworthy men, &c. we could expect nothing but thac 
the judgements of God (hould be poured out upon us for our 
Apoftacy : and that temporal plagues involuntary (hould ac­
company the fpiritual plagues that we have chofen / and that 
God (hould even forfake our land, and make us a by word and an 
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hiding to the Nations: and that his judgements fhould write as 
upon our doors, This is the people that wilfully caft eut the M.i-
nifiers and mercies of the Lord. 

Sed. 36. 30. And if all this were but accompiifhed , in the 
Cor.clufion I may be bold to ask, what would the Devil him/elf 
have more , except our damnation it felf'? I f be were to plead 
his own caufe , and to fpeak for himfclf, would he not fay the 
very fame as thefe Learned, Reverend Difputers do ? would he 
not fay to all our gracelefs people, Bear wt thefe Minifters: they 
art no true Minifters: foyhjiOt in Communion with their Churches9 

they are no true Churches ? I doubt not but he would fay mapy 
of the fame words,if he had leave to fpeak. And (hould not a man 
of any fear be afraid, an*d a man of any pie:y be unwilling to 
plead the very caufe of Satan, and fay as he would have them 
fay, by accufing fomany famous Churches and Minifters, as 
being none indeed, and drawing the people fo to cenfure them 
and forfake them ; This is no work for a Minifter of Chrift. 

Sed. 3 7. Befidcs what is here faicf,I defire thofe whom it doth 
conccrn,that are afraid of plunging thcmfelves into the depth of 
guile and horror, that they will impartially read over my firft 
iheec for the Miniftry, which further (hews the aggravations of 
their fin that are now the oppofcrs and reproachers of them. 
Confider them.and take heed. 

Sett. 3 8. But again I defirethefe Brethren to believe,that as i t 
is none or the Prelatical Divines that I here fpeak of t but thofe 
that thus nullifie our Church &Miniftry,while they own the Mi-
niflry and Church of Rome Jo i t is none of my defire to provoke 
even thefe, or inj'ure them in the leaft degree • But I could not 
in this fad condition of the Church,but propound thefe hainoua 
evils to their confideration, to provoke them to t ry, and to take 
heed left they {hould incur fo great a load of guilt, while they 
think they are pleading for Order in the Church.How can there 
be any charity to the Church,or to our brethren in us,if we can 
fee them in fuch a gulf of fin as this,and yet fay nothing to them, 
for fear of provoking themtodifpleafurc ? 

Sett. 39- And I think it neceffary that all young men that arc 
caft by their arguingsinto temptations of falling with them into 
the fame tranfgreffions, (hould have the cafe laid open to them, 
that they may fee their danger ; and not by tbe accufationsot 

K k 2 Scnifrn 



Schifm be led into far greater real Schifm,wkh To miny other fins 
as thefe. 

Sect. 40. Yet is it not my intent to juftifie any difordersor 
mifcarriages that any have been guilty of in oppofition to the 
Frelacie. And i f they can prove that I have been guilty of any 
fuch thing my felf, I (hall accept of their reproof, and con­
demn my fin as foon as I can difcern it. Only I rauft crave that 
the ufual way of preemption, affirmation or bare names of 
crimes be notfuppofed fufficient for Conviction, without proof, 
and before the caufe is heard. And alfo I do profefs that for 
all that I have here faid againft the Enghfh Prelacy, and though 
Iearneftly defireit may never be reftorcd yet were I to iiveun. 
derit again I would live peaceably and fubmiflively, being 
obedient, and perfwading others to obedience, in all things law-

C H A P . I X -

T h e J i n f u l n e f s o f d e f p i f i n g or negle&ng 

Ordination. 

Sect, 1. H is a thing fo common and hard­
ly avoided, for men in oppofing 
one cxtream, to feem to counte­
nance the othervand for men that 
are convinced of the evil of one, 
to run into the other as the only 
truth , that I think it necefla-
ry here to endea vour the pre-

, . ventionof thismifcarriagc and 
navuigfajd fo nauch againft the Neceffity of Prelatical Ordina-
tion,and in fome cafes of gny, I (hall next (he w the greatnefs 

of 
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of their fin that defyifc or ^ l e d Ordination when it mav be 
had. . / ' ' ' " / 

SeA. 2. Vor the right underftanding o f what is to be faid, I 
muft again remember you, that though it be not at the Ordain, 
ers will to deprive the Church of Minifters, and it is none of 
^ e Q i ? e f i l 0 n which they have to refolve, Whether the Church 
JbaM have Minifters or »0«;fand therefore there may be Minifters 
without them, i f they would hinder or refufe; ) And though it 
L m t a h Q ^ f t * 0 0 which is put to their decifion, what kind of 

Mtmftcn the Church Jball have ( for that Chrift hath determin­
ed of ; ; nor yet what Qualifications aremctffary to them, ( for 
that alfo Chnfthath already fetMown; ; yet is it a great and 
weighty cafe that is put to the deciiion of Ordainers, that is, 
Wlotther th» man be thus qualified as Chrift hath defcribed and 
rputredtnCMiniJlers? and whether he be the fittefi perfon f o r 

K k ^ t h e P a n i c f i / a r c h a r £ e t 0 ™hich he is called ? And 
the right determining of this queftion is a thing that the Chur­
ches welfare doth very much do depend upon. 
u S€$- h A n d c h e r e F o r e it is the decifion of this one Queuion, 

that Mintfters, People and Magiftrates themfelves, muftallcon-
t r J , [ f t h c i r P o wers and endeavours too in their feveral places. 
All that they have to do is but to fee that the Churches have f i t 
men, even fuch as are qualified as God requireth. The Peo-
Pf* choofc fit men: orconfent to them when chofen for 
them: The Payors muft try them.and Approve them,%»d only them 
tnat are f i t : The Ma&ftratc muft indurate ,a(p(i and defend fit 
men, and forbid fuch as are intolerably unfit; and not permit 
them to abule the name and Ordinances of Cbrift, and wrong 
his Church. 

S i 5 * 4 * T t l i s t r c b ! c 8 u a r ( * at the door of the Church doth 
much tend to its fecurity, and prefervation fronVthe great evils 
tnat intruders may introduce. And each party of the three bach 
a ipecul mtcreft which fliould make them careful! of the bufi-
neis. i . The people have great reafon to have a hand in i t , and 
to he carefull: For it is their Souls for which their Overfeers 
watch, and their Salvation that is concerned in it. And he that 
will not truft his Son with any Tutor without duechoice,nor his 
itarewith every Lawyer,nor his body with every Phvfician,no 
nor his land, or cattle with every fervant, but will choofe the 
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beft, hath reafontoknow upon whofe care he trofteth his focf. 
For though it may be fome cxcufe , it will be no /unification- °f 
them that lie in fin and mifery, to fay , Oftr Teachers dtf'rfitf-
leadus* For i f the blind lead the blind, i t is both that fall into 
the ditch .• And as Cyprian faith ( with the reft of his Col;' 
legues,} Epift. 68. ( alias Li. I . Ep. 4 . ) [ Propter quodplena 
diligentia, exploratione fincerM sportet eos ad' Sacerdotium delegi, -
quos d DM conftet audiri. Nec fibi plebs blandiatur, tjuafi im-
mmis e f f s a cvntagio deliEU pcjfircum Sacerdote peccatore cotnmtt' , 
means, & ad injuftssm at<j; illicitum prapofiti fui Epifcopatum 
confenfum fuum cmimodans, &c. r - ] Befidcs the work. 
o f the M.niftry is Teaching and Perfwafive,and the Cucccfsis only 
on the Willing : and feeing we can do nothing on them for theft 
good1 agamft their wilis,or without their own CmfentjA is n&d-
*ull therefore that fome way or other their Cenfent fhould be 
procured,unle!s we would fruftrate all our labour, andmifsour 
end. And alfo, a Church is a Society Voluntarily conjoined for, holy 
Worfapand Living: and therefore it is contrary to the nature bf 
tt,thacithey fhould have Paftors, or be members and not 

b c # - 5 » And 2. For the Magiflrate, thcreas great reafon 
tnat he have his part alfo in the work : For the honour of God 
mutt be his End ; the Law of God his chiefeft Rule ; the 
Church of Chrift his chiefeft fubje&s s and the woik of Chrift, 
his chifeft care and bufinefs. And feeing he Ru1eth/r<wChrift,and 
by Chnft,and for Chrif t , i c is neceffary that he take care of the 
quality, and enterance,and carriage of Minifters,on whom Chrifts 
work and honour- doth fo much depend. 

Se&.6. Yet is there here a fpecial difference between the works 
of thefe feveral parties in admitting men into the Miniftry. The 
proper or neceffary work of the people,is but to difcern and con-
fent: Whether they be the firft Ele&ors,is a matter of indifferen-
cy inicfe!f,&is fometime fit,andforactime unfit.The Magiftrates 
work is not to Ordain Minifters; but carefully to Overfee the 
Ordainers and thePeople,that they put in none but worthy men: 
And i f he find that they mifcarry, he is not (ordinarily at leaft) 
to take the work upon him, and Ordain fitter men himfelf- but 
to correct them to whom the work belongs, for their male-ad-
miniftration.and reftrain them from mifdoing, and urge them 
by due means to do i t better, or caufe them to be difplaced that 

are 
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are unreformab!e,that better may be chofen in theirftead that 
wiU-be faithful). 

Sett. 7. And 3. The reafon of the Minifters intereft in the 
work, I (hall more at large lay down anon. And though there 
be apoftibility of frequent differences arifing, through difa-
greement of thefe three feveral parties, yet Chrift would rather 
uk this treble guard for caution.theo for the preventing of divi-
Iion Jay open his Church to the injury of intruders. 
\Secr.8. And remember again, that it is not in the Power of Ma-

g'ltratcs, Ordaincrs, People and ail to make a Minifter of Chrift, 
Ol a man that wanteth the Effcntial Qualifications: Exqmvis 
ligno nan fit Mercurius. Hechatis not qualified for the works 
Jbflertialtoa Minifter, cannot by Ordinacron be made a Mini­

ster: No more then the bare ftamp can make currant money 
of a piece of lead, when the Law makes the Mettal EfTential R> 
currant Coin: And no more then a iicenfe will make him a School-
mafter that cannot read : or him a Pilot, that knows not how to 
Rule the {hip : kkh Cyprian ubi fup. \_Sedenim defiderio huic 
vejlro, non tarn noftra concilia , quam Divina precept a refpondent; 
qutbus jampridem mandatur voce cahfii, &• Dei lege prefcribi-
tur, quos & quales oporteat defervire altari, & Sacrificia Di-
vtna celebrare. ( Here he ciceth Scripture ; gut cum pradicla 
& manifefta fint nobisjraceptis Divinis necejfe eft obfequia nofira 
dcfervianti Nec perfonamin ejufmodi rebus aceipere,aut a liquid 
cmquam largiri, potefl humana indulgentia ubi intercede, & le* 
gem trtbun Dtvma prafcriptio.} God gives not men authority 
to contradict his Law,or,to Ordain a man uncapable of Ordi­
nation j nor introduce the form,where the matter is undifpofed 
for it . 

Sect. 9. Perhaps fome will isk jfhat fhmld be done, in cafe that 
thefe three parties difagree : If the Magi fir ate weuld have out 
man a»d the Ordainers another, and the people a third, or if two 
of them g& one way, and the third another ? To which Ianfwer, 
1 here are many things that rauft be taken into^confideracion 
for the right refolving of the cafe. Either the perfons nominated 
are equal or unequal: Either they are all capable, or fome of 
them uncapable : Either the welfare of that Church dependeth 
on the choice: or elfeit may be fomewhat an indifferent cafe. 
i . J f there be but one Minifter to be had, and the Diflcnters 

would 
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would have none.then it is paft controverfie, that the D (Tenter? 
are to be difobeyed. 2.1 fone party would have a Godly, Able 
Minifter, and the other would have an incapable, intolerable 
perfon, then it is part doubr, that the party that is for the worthy 
perfon ought to prevail,and it is his duty to infift upon it,and the 
duty or the reft to yield to biro. 3. I f any will make a contro­
v e r t in this cafe where there is none, and fay, [Youfay this man 
is fttefi, and 1 fay the other man ( that is uncapable ) is ftteft, 
andrvho {hall be judge ? ] The party that is in the right muft 
hold to their duty, t i l l they arc perfecuted from it,and appeal to 
God, who will judge inequity. I f a blind man fay to a man 
that hath his eye-fight [ You fny that you fee; and I fay that I fee; 
joufay that it ii day,and I fay it is night \ who fballbe belitvdl\\} 
is not fuch words that will warrant a wife man to renounce his 
eye-fight. God will judge him to be in the right that is fo indeed. 
4. But i f really the feveral parties are for feveral Minifters that 
are all tolerable, yet i f there be any notable difference in their 
fitneft, the parties that are for the lefs fit, (hould yield to the 
party that is for themore fit. I f you fay, They difcern it not, 
I anfwer, that is their fin, which will not Juttifie them in a 
further fin, or excufe them from a duty. They might dif­
cern , i f they were not culpable , in fo great a difference, 
at leaft whom they are bound to take for the moft fie 
5. But i f there be no great inequality , then thefe Rules 
ihoold beobferved. 1. The Magiftrate (hould not deny the 
people their Liberty of choice, nor the Minifters their liberty 
in Approbation or diiTallowance .* but only Overfeeihem all, 
that they faithfully do their feveral duties. 2. The Minifters 
fhould not hinder the people from their Choice where both 
parties w>minated are fit, but content themfclves wirh their 
proper work. p. The People fhould not infift upon their choice, 
i t theMini f t t r s to whom it belongeth, do difallow the perfon, 
and take him to be unmeet, and refufeto ordain him : becaufe 
Obedience in fuch cafes is their duty , and a duty that cannot 
tend to their lofs f at leaft not to fo much hurt to thera 
as the contrary irregular courfe may prove to the Church. 
4 . I f Magiftraees or Minifters would make the firft choice, and 
urge the people co confent i f the perfon befit,it is the fafeft way 
for the people to obey and confent, though it were better for 
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the Rulers to give them more freedom in the choice. 5. I f a 
people be generally ignorant f i n too great a mcafureJy) and 
addicted to unworthy men, or apt to divifions, &c. it is their 
fafeft way to defire the Miniflen to choofe for them. Or i f they 
will not do fo, it is the fafeft way for the Minifiers to offer them 
a man: Yet fo that Magistrates and Minifters {hould expect their 
Confent, and not fet any man over them as their Paftor without 
confent fome way procured. 6. But if they are no Church, but 
uncalled perfons, and it be not a Paflor of a Church, but a 
Preacher to Convert men, and fit them for a Church-ftatc, that 
is to be fettled, then may the Magiflrate fettle fuch a man, and 
force the people to hear him preach. 7 I f Necejfny require 
not the contrary, the matter {hould be delayed, till Magiftrate, 
Minifters and people do agree. 8. The chofen Paftors fhould de­
cide the cafe themfcives: They {hould not accept the place, and 
Confent, till all be agreed, unlefs there be a Neceflity. And i f 
there be,then the greateft nccefficy (hould moft fway. I f the 
Magiftrace refift, he will forciby prohibite and hinder you from 
preaching. I f the Minifters refift, they will deny you the right 
hand of fellowfhip. I f the people refift, they will not hear nor 
join in worftiip nor obey. All thefe i f poftible (hould be avoid-
ed.The Peoples confent (to a Paftor of a Church)is of Ncccffity. 
We cannot do the work of Paftors without it. And therefore nei­
ther Magiftrates or Minifters can drive us on where this is want-
ingfunlefs it be only to feck it,or only to do the work of Preach­
ers to men without.) Unity and Communion with Neighbour-
Churches is fo much to be defired, that nothing but Nece/fity 
can warrant us to go on without it. And the Magiftrates reftraint 
» fo great a hindcrance, that nothing but Neaflicy can warrant 
us to caft our fel ves upon it . And therefore out of cafes of Nc-
cefiity,the Minifters nominated {hould not confent til l all agree: 
But m cafes o f Neceflity, the fouls of men and the worfh pot 
God, muft not be difregarded or neglefted , though neigh­
bour .Churches or Minifters difown us, or Magiftrates perfecute 
ns. 

Seft. 1 o. Remember thefe Diftindions for the underftandmg 
of what follows. 1. its one thing to be Approved, and another 
thing to be folemnly Inverted. Ordination confifteth of thefe 
two parts. 2, We rauft difference between Ordination, by one 
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Paftor, and by many. 3. Between Ordination by Paftors of 
thefirae Church,or of many Churches. 4. Between Ordi­
nation by fufficient or inefficient Minifters. 5. And between 
Ordnation by Neighbour Minifters or Strangers. 6. And be­
tween Ordination by Divided Minifters, and Concordant. On 
thefe premifed \ propofe as followeth. 

Sed. 11. Prop. 1. Approbation by Minifters is ordinarily to 
be fought and received by all that will enter into the Miniftry. 
I gave fome Reafonsbefore,Cta/>. 2. Which here I fhall enlarge, 
by which the finfulnefs of Negle&ing this Approbation may 
appear. 

Seft. 12. Reaf. 1. I t is the way that God bath appointed us 
in Holy Scripture, and therefore to be followed. They that 
Ordained Elders or Bifhops in the Churches,did more then Ap­
prove them, but could do nolefs, 1 77/0.4. 14. Timothy was 
ordained by the Impofition of the hands o f the Presbyterie , 
1 Tim. 3. 1 5. Paulgiveth Timothy the defcription of biftiops 
and Deacons,that he may know how he ought to behave himfeif 
in the houfe of God, which is the Church, &c. That is , that 
he may know whom to Approve of or Ordain, 7 7 M . 5 . Titus 
was to Ordain Elders in every City, 13- 1, 2, 3- The 
Prophets and Teachers in the Church at tsfntioch did feparate 
Barnabas and Paul to the work, with Fafting and Prayer,and 
lrapofitionof hands. i c w a s thc'Apoftles that Ordained them 
Elders in every Church, ^ , 1 4 . 2 3 . Suppofe i tmuft be read 
L by Suffrages J as many would have i t , that proveth no more 
but that the People did confent: But ftiil it is Paul and Barnabas 
that Ordained them Eiders, though with the peoples fuffrages, 
and it is they that are faid to faft and pray in the next words. 
< ^ t f . 6. 3. Exprefly (hews that the People chofc the Dea­
cons, and theApoftles ordained them [Lookye out among 
your felves feven men of honeft report, full of the Holy Ghoft 
and wifdom,whom toe may appoint over this bufinefs.]But I fhall 
cut fhort this part of my task,becaufe fo much is faid of it already 
by many that have written for Ordination, to whom I (hall re­
fer you. 

Scdr. 13. Reaf. 2. I f there be not a ftanding regular way for 
Trying and Approving fuch as enter into the Miniftry, then men 
will be left to be their own Judges, and i f they can but get the 
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confent of any Congregation, will prefenty be Paftors. But this 
courfe would tend to the ruine or confufion of the Church, as I 
ftiall manifeft by evidence. 

Sect. 14. 1. I f all men may enter imothe Miniftry that wi l l , 
upon their own perfwafion that they are f i t , theraoft proud, 
felf-conceited, worthlefs men will be the rcadieft t ugo , and i f 
they can get hearers, will moft abound in the Church • and the 
people will quickly have heaps of Teachers.For we all know that 
many of the Ignorant are leaft acquainted wi :h their ignorance: 
and commonly the Proud have the higheft thoughts of them-
felves.and think none fo fit to Teach and Rule as they, And what 
could be more to the fhameand hazzard of the Church,then 
to have it caught and guided by fuch ignorant unworthy men ? 

Sect. 15. 2. Moreover, Humble men are fo confeious of 
their weaknefs, and fenfible of the burden and greatnefs of 
the work, that they think themfelves unworthy , and therefore 
would draw back ^ and foby their forbearance would give way 
to the forefaid proud intruders. And thus the Church would 
foon be da/kened, defiled, and brought low, if all men were 
their own judges. 

Sect. 16. 3. Moreover, it is the common difpofition of Er­
roneous and Heretical perfons to be exceeding zealous for the 
propagating of their errors, and bringing as many as is pofsibie 
to their mind. So that i f all be left to themfelves, the moft He­
retical will run firft, and carry their filth into the houfe of God t 

and feduce and un<io men inftead of faving them. 
Sect. 17. 4. By this means alfo the Covetous and fordid 

worldlings will crowd in : and men will do by Preaching, as they 
do by Ale-felling, even make it their laft Trade when others 
fail and he that breaks in any other Trade, i f he have bui any 
volubility of fpeecb, will prefently turn Prieft ; till the Office 
and Ordinances of God feern vile, and be abhorred by the 
people. This muft be the Confcquent i f all be left to their own 
judgement. 

Sect. 18. s. And it is-too known a cafe, that the people 
will bid fuch perfons welcome, and fo they will make a match. 
The erroneous and giddy party will have fuch as are futable to 
them. And the Covetous party will have him that will do their 
work beft cheap: i f they will preach for nothing or for little he 
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(hall be a man for them, though he would fead them to perditi­
on, i f it be poyfon, they'i take i t , i f it coft them nothing. And 
many there be that will have their own kindred or friends to 
make Priefts of ; and all that they have intereft in muft joyn 
with them on the account of friendfhip. And the childifh in­
judicious fort o f Chriftians will follow them that have the 
fmootheft tongues, or beft opportunities and advantages to pre­
vail with them. And fo they will be tofedup and down, and car­
ried to and fro with every wind of dotlrine,according to tht cunning 
fleight and fubtUty of men, by which they lie in wait to deceive^] 
Eph. 4. 14. tAnd they will be carried about with divsrs and 
ft range doUrines, Heb. 13.9. 

Se&. 19. Rcaf. 3, And when the Miniftwis thus corrupt­
ed ( by making every man judge of his own fltnefs ) the 
Church will be corrupted, and degenerate into a common flate, 
and ceafe to be a Church ( i f Reformation do not ftop the gan­
grene.) For i t commonly goeth with the Church according to 
the quality of the Miniftrie. An ignorant Miniftrie, and an ig­
norant people, an erroneous Miniftrie, and an erring people; 
a fcandalous Miniftrie, and a fcandalous people commonly go 
together. Like Prieft, like people is the common cafe. 

Seft. 20. Reaf. 4. And by this means Chriftianity it felt 
will be difhonoured,and feem to be but a common religion,and fo 
but a deceit, to the great difhonour of Jefus Chrift •, for the 
world will judge of him and his caufe, by the Jives of them that 
teach it and profefs it . 

SeA. 2 1 . Reaf. 5. And by this means God will be provo­
ked to depart from us, and be avenged on us for our difhonour-
ing him. I f he would fpew out of his mouth lukewarm Laodi-
cea, what would he do to fuch degenerate focieties? I f moft of 
thefeven Churches, Rev.2. &3.bad their warnings or thrcat-
nings for fmaller faults, what would fuch corruptions bring us 
to , but even to be plagued or for fa ken by the Lord >. 

Sed. 22. Reaf. 6. I f you fhould be men of ability and 
iitnefs for the work your felves, that enter without Approbation 
and Ordination,yet others might be encouraged by your exam­
ple that are unf i t : and i f you once thus fet open the door, you 
know not how to keep out woolves and fwine : all the pcrfons 
before defcribed wiil take the opportunity, and fay, Why may 
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not we enter unordained,as well as fnch and fuck ? 
Sect. 23. Rcaf. 7. By this means alfo you will leave many 

fober godly perjbns unfatisfied in your Miniftry, as not knowing 
whether they may own you asMinifters or nott&how much you 
(hould do to avoid fuch offence, me thinks you might perceive. 

Sect. 24. Rlaf. 8. By this courfe alfo you will walk con­
trary to the Catholike Church of Chrift, and that in acaufe 
where you cannot reafonably pretend any neceffity of fo doing. 
Ever fmce Chrift had a Miniftry on earth, the conftant fordina-
ry ) way of their admittance hath been by Minifterial Ordina­
tion. I f any man defpifc this, and be contentious, we have no 
fuchCuftome, nor the Churches of God. Is i t a defign be-
feeming an humble man, aChriftian, a fober man to find out 
a new way of making Minifters now in the end of the world ? as 
i f all the Minifters from the Apoftle*dayestill now, had come in 
at a wrong door, and wanted a true Calling? This is too near 
the making a New Miniftry : and that's too near the Making of 
a new Church : and that's too near the feigning of a new Chrift. 
The Church hath many promifes, that the gates of Herf (hall 
roc prevail againft it h that Chrift will be with hec Minifters to 
the end of the world, they being given by him for the perfect­
ing of the Saints, and edifying of the Body of Chrifti till we 
all come in the unity of the faith, and knowledge of the Son of 
God, to a perfed man, &c £pb.f. 12,13. And therefore we 
muft noteafily believe,that the Miniftry of the univerfal Cnurcn 
have been falfty called or admitted untillnow, and you have 
found out a better way at laft. . 

Seft. 25. Reaf. 9. You would bring that irratioaal con u 
fion into the Church of the living God, which is not to DC 
troduced into the bafeft Commonwealth or fociety in tne wo™ • 
You have more wit then to let ail men play the Pnyhtians . . D M 
will firft have them tryed by men of their own Profeition 
elfc the lives of many may pay for your Liccntiouinels.10 
will have Schoolmafters approved by them that have ^ c a ^ * | 
before you will commit your children to their truft. Ana inan 
every man be a Teacher and Ruler that willintfee Churcnoi 
Chrift, as if it wcrelhe only confufed contemptible bociety in 
the world? God isn ot the God of Confufion,but of Peace, as 
in all the Churches, faith the Apoftle, 1 Cor. *4-3 3 • ~ 
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Sed. 26. Reaf. 10. Do but confide* how higbt and holy, 
and honourable a Calling it is to be a Minifter of the Gofpehand 
then it will appear,that it is horrible Profanationrf>f Holy things, 
to fuffer all that wi l l , to invade it. They are to be the Embaffa-
dora of Chrift, and fpeak as in his Name, and to be Stewards of 
his Myftcries and Houfhold, and to ftand neirr him, as at his 
altar,and to difpenfe his treafure3to magnifie and praife his Name, 
and to adminifter his holy Sacraments, ef-c. And fhould all that 
wi l l , be taught to ufurp or invade fuch an holy Calling ? 

Sed. 27. Rcaf. 11. Confider alfo, how great a Trufl it is 
that is committed to all that are Minifters of the Gofpel. The 
fouls of men are committed to them : the Myfteries of God, 
the precious promifes and glad tidings o f Salvation are commit­
ted to them : the order and affairs of the houfe of God are com­
mitted to them : thofe that are Chrifts Sheep, his Jewels, his 
Friends, his Brethren, his Spoufe, his Members, and as the apple 
of bis eye, arecommittedto them. And is it futable to fo great 
aTruft , that men untryecl, unapproved, that do but think well 
of themfelves, and their own doings, lhall at their pleafure take 
to great a charge ? What man of honour and wit among you, 
wil l give every man leave to be your Steward, that hath but fol­
ly and pride enough to think himfelf fi t for it? and will not ra : 

ther choofe your Stewards your fel ves ? 
Scd. 28. Reaf. 12. And is it not evidently notorious Cru-

Inw r h J t I n 1 f m c n ' i ° C a f t t h e m u P ° n € V « - y " w o r t h y fel-
Do von f ^ f . u • | ' V m P u ^ n t : enough to undertake the charge? 
Do y oufetfo light by mens everlafting Joy or Torment? You 
would not fo contemptuoufly caft away mens lives; and will you 
L ° > ! ^ And what a contempt 
b e t h L n J ° » i i $ h r m > t^tthepurchafemadebyit fhould 
vourZZt i ? YouirailockopVoor money, and look to 
l Z ^ n \ ^ ^ W 9 0 f ™ y ^ ^ your eftates:and 
m1 the fouls of men,*nd the blood and the inheritance of Chrift 
iie no more regarded ? This isunjuft 

Sed. 29. Reaf 13. Yea and it is a way of Cruelty to the 
p/w ^ [ f 1 ^ ' «f c v ^ r y man that is fick of fclf-conceir, or 
I T * T f 1 h a v f j e * v e t 0 «ercife i t , and run themfelves into 
unipeakable guilt, by undertaking fuch works as they ace no 
way awe t o r A l a s , have not thefe poor flnners trangreffions 

enough 



enough of their own already, but you muft encourage them to 
draw the blood of fouls, and the fins of fomany others upon 
their heads? O what a burden do they take upon them ! and 
what a dreadful danger do they run into? Had you faith and 
any pitty of fouls, you would rather ftudy to do your beft, 
to prevent mens deftroying of themfelves and others, and fal­
ling altogether into the ditch. I know you'i fay, that vou arc 
guilty of no fuch thing t i t if the faving, and not the deflroy-
ing of fouls that you intend by being Minifters ^ordained : 
but your intentions will not juOifie your cruel and deftruftive 
practices. Its plain that you teach men by your doctrine and 
exampleto be their own j u d g e d their fitnefsfor the Miniftry 
or to neglect the judgement of the Paftors of the Church rand 
what better can this courfe produce? _ 

Seft 30 Reaf. 14. Either you are fit for the Minittry or 
unfit : ' i f fit - why (hould you be afraid of tryal? He that doth 
evil comes not to the l ight : it is a fign of an il l caufc that can­
not endure a juft tryal. But i f you are unfit, is it not better to 

forbear?^ ^ Your very refufing of a tryal doth 
give the people fufficientreafon to queftionyour call and fitnefs 
for the work, or your humility at leaft; for humble men think 
meanlycr of themfelves, then to judge themfelycs meet for 
fuch great employments, when they have not the encourage, 
ment of men that are more fit to judge: the good men of old 
were wont to run away from a Bifhoprick, or Paftoral dignity 
inthefenfeof their u n t a e f i ^ f o that the Bifhops were^fa.n to 
feek and fend after them .-and Gregory oi ?»cW'*™^ 
dained by <Phedimus when he was three daies } ^ 
even againft his w i l l ; and then charged by hit*» in, the name o 
Chr i f t t o yield unto the Call. And whit then fellwe think ot 
that fort of men, that think themfclves fo good and wortny, 
as to run on their own heads, without due a P P r O D a " o n
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Sea. 32. Reaf. 16. I t is natural for i n u ^ 
his own Caufc: inforauch as no law or equity wiU allow me 
be witneffes or judges for themfelves in the fmalleft«™ cont o 
verfie: and fhall thly be judges of themfclve. in fo great a cauie 
Are not others more impartial ? a „ ^ , i r * « -

Sea. 3 3. Reaf. 17. You caft away your own encourage^ 



mcnt and fupport, and create vexation to your own Conferen­
ces. There are fo many difficulties to be conquered in this work/' 
and fo many fufferings to be endured, that if a man be not clear 
that his Call was good, he is like to be left to great difcoraforts. 
We have exceeding great labours to undergo: we have abun­
dance of enemies and impediments to ftrive with: we have 
many a fcorn and unthankful return, and perhaps imprifonmcnt 
or death to undergo: we are our felves, alas.too weak and infuffi-
cient, and muft depend on God for daily helps. And with what 
confidence can you exped his help, i f you Call your felves, and 
enter not by his Approbation ? ' And how will you ever go 
through all this, and fuffer fo much with Chriftian comfort,when 
you cannot fay that you are fent of God, and have nothing 
but your own overweening conceits of it? Could you but fay, 
I i entered by the way that God appointed, and was not my 

vn Judge J you might have fome more boldnefsand confidence 
<jods afliftance. v * vyusdnuiance. 0 

t W ? - 3 , 4 * R ^ a f * J 8 T h e m o f t t h a t P ^ d againft Ordination, 
f o ! A ii »r * n a m e o f f o b e r Chriftians, do plead but 
K wN'ctffitjoi i t , and cannot deny it to be lawful 
mould not all the rcafons before mentioned prevail with you to 
J u b m i t t o a / ^ / t h i n g ? 

• Sec*. 35, RCaf. I 0 . Andi f kbcthus undenyable, that men 
mult not be their 0 » » Judges, it willfoon appear that Mimfiers 
are the ftanding Judges of mens fitnefs for this work, becaufe 
no ower Judges are appointed to i t , or capable of it. Icmuft be 
an ordinary ftated way of Approbation, that can give us fatif-
ractton: for i f God had left the cafe at large, for men to go to 
whom they wi l l , it would be all one as to goto none at all, but 
to be Judges themfelves. Andi f a ftanding way of Approba­
tion muft be acknowledgcdjetus enquire where it is to be found : 
a ? u- u - W a y y o u w i U » a n ( i y°u flia11 fil,d no other, but 
this which is by men of the fame Calling with them that are to 
beOrdained. 

Sea. 36. For z. Magiftrates it cannot be: none that I know 
pretend to that. Magiftrates in moft of the world arc Infidels: 
and therefore cannot there be Ordainers: and none of them 
hath the work committed to them by Chrift, nor do any that I 
Jsnow, affurue it to therxfelres. 

sea. 


