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your good will have leave laborioufly to ferve God ima low
eftate, as the fervantsof all,and the Lords of none?

Se&. 16. 10. By thismeans alfo you fhew your felves im-
 penitent in regard of all the form
yon and your predeceffors have been guilty of. Abundance of
moft Learred Godly men have been filenced, fufpended, and
forae of them perfecuted to banifhment, and fome to death, The

world hath had. too few fuchmen for exemplacy abilities, dili-
gence and holinefs, as Hilderfoam, Bradfbaw s Bayn Nicols,
Brightman, Dsd, Ball, Pages, Hering, Langley, Parkers Sand-
. ford, Gartwright, Bates, Ames, Roggrs, and abundance more,
that fome fuffered unto death, and fgge were filenced, fome: im-
pnfoned,f ¢c. for not conforming to the Ceremonies : befides
Eliot, Hooker, Cotton, Norton, Cobbes , Davenant, Parkers Noyes,
and all the relt chat weredriven to New England ; and befides
ward. and all that were driven into Holland :and befides the
thoufands of private Chriftians that were driven away with
them : And befides all the later more extenfive perfecution of
fuch as were called Conformable Puritans , for rot reading the
Book for dauncing on the Lords day , and for not ceafing to
cach Lecturés, or onthe Evening of the Lords day, and fuch
like s-All this I call to your mind, as thefin that fhould be la-
mented, and heavily lamente
continued on your own heads by impenitencie ; and how- do you
repent, that would do the like, and take your felves to be per-
fecuted, if your hands are tyed that you may not doic ? For
my own part, muft profefs;, 1had rather be a_ Gally-{lave, or
Chimney-{weeper, yeaor the bafeft vermine, thanbe a Bifhop
with all this guile upon my foul, ( to continue, ) how light fo-
ever many makeof it, and how impenitently {oever they juftifie
themfelves. .

Se@. 17. 11: Yea more , after all
‘had, in the waies and ends of your pre
you would yet incomparably outftrip the mo It
fecation, if you had your way.* For few of them did attempr,
or make any motion, for degrading of denying moft of the Pro-

ras in Englaed and

deceffors, it feems that
t of them in per-

reltant Minifters in Exrope, or fuch a num (
Seorland are not Ordained by Prelates, and to unchurch all their
Churches. This s far higher then thefe before you. Gx

er perfecutions that fome of

d, and not be owned, and drawnor

the warnings you have
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Sed. 18. 12. And take heed lelt continuing in facha fin,
after both prohibitions and judgements, you fhould be found
fighters againft God.If thofe chac defpife the Minifters of Chrift,
defpife Chrift himfelf, what fhall we think of them tb:.u' doit
themfeives, and reach men fo to do, ard have pleafure in them
that doit? Tts fearful to draw near that forlorn Condition of the
Jews, 1 Thefi2.15,16. [~ and have per[ecuted #s : and they
pleafe not God, and are con'rvary toall men; forbidding us to [peak,
10 the Gentiles that they mighs be Javed, to fill wpthesr fins alway s
for the wrath is come #pon them to the uttermoft. ) 3 :
~ Se®. 19. 13. It is arent that your do&rine _and pra-
&ice tendeth ro letinthe me jected rabble of drunken,ignorant,
ungodly perfons into the Minifirie. ( And what can bemore
odious to the moft Holy God ! ) For if once youcaft out all
thofe that have not Prelatical Ordination, orall that are againft
it, (efpecially afcer a former Ordination, ) you muft takein
fuch as thefe, and with 7ercboam, make Priefts of the vileft of the
people, or elfe the places muft be vacant : for we know that
there are not able godly men to be had of your mind to fupply
the vacant places. :
Se&. 20. 14. Your do@rine doth tend to harden malig-
nant wicked menin their enmitie againt a faithfal Minjftrie : and
We fee thisunhappy fuccefs of ic by ezperience. Our do&rine
is o much againft the inelination and incereft of the flefh, and
men are by corrupted nature at fuch an eamity to God, and all ’
that is truly Spiritual and Holy, that we have as many encmies
as hearers, till Grace do either reftrain or change them. But
When they have fuch an irritation and encouragement as this,
and that from men that would be reputedas Godly as the beft ;

ehardened in their malignity. When |
nd mind them of their everlafting ftate,
and helpto prepare them for their lacter end ; they are told by
Learned men, that we are no Minifters but Lay-men and Schif-
mMaticks, and thatit is cheir fin to own us, or receive the Ordi-
Aances of Chrift from us as Minifters : and fo the poor people
turn their backson us, and on the Affembliesand Ordinances of

— d::-f ;s.:l being caughe by wife and learned men to difown us

us, they follow their drunkenpefs, and worldlinefs, 3
and ungodlynefs wich greater fecurity, and with lefs remorfe: for

now
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now they have a defenfative againft the galling do&ﬁqghmo&., :

precife Preachers, thatwould nor let them alonein theirfin .
they were wont to be diftucbed at leaft by Sermons, and fome-
time they purpofed to return, and were in the way of Grace,
and in fome hope : but now they are tanght by Learned Godly
Divines to keep out of hearing , they can go on and fin. in

peace.

like worfhip : People are taught to turn their backs oniit : you
teach them that it is better that God have no publike Minifterial
wor(bipatall, in Prayer, Praifes, Sacraments, &e. then that he
fhould have it from any but Prelatical Minifters! O facred do-
@rine! Andif you had your wills for the filencing or ejeting
of all that are not Ordained by Prelates, how many hundred
Church-doors muft be fhut up in the Chriftian world, or
wortfe | :
~ Se®. 22. 16. Bythis means all Impiety would be cherithed
and letloofe. When once the mouths of Minifters were ftopped,
the mouth of the {wearer, and curfer, and railer, and fcorner at
Godlinefs would be open: and fo would be the mouth of the
drunkard and glutton. If allthatcan be done, be fo much too
little, as experience tells us, what a cafe would the Nations be
in, and how would iniquity abound , if Minifters were caft

out? :

Se&. 23. 17. Yea it mightendanger the Churches, by the
introdu@ion of Infidelity or Heathenifm it felf. For nothing is
more natural asit were, to corrupted man : and if once the Mi-
niftry be takendown, and they have none, or thofe that c:r_e

‘nextto none, Infidelity and Acheifm will foon fpringup: And 1t
will be a more dangerousfort of Infidelity, then 18 among ma-
ny of the open Infidels, becaufeit would be palliated w:;h_the
name of Chriftianity, and leave men farther from conviétion,
then fome that never heard of Chrift. : T
~ Se&. 24. 18, Anditisatemptation to Infidelity and &on°
tempt (:,f")flc Church and Miiftrie, when men ¢hall ec that ox_;lel

party of Chriftians doth thus unchurch another. Ther wi

think that they may boldly fay that of us, which we fay of one
another ; one party unchurcheth afl the Papifts : thefe that tvx':
are now fpeaking to, do unchurch all the Proveftant _Chnrtm:

Se®. 21. 15. By this means alfo you robGod of hispub-
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that are not Prelatical. The Papifts unchurch all but thcmfelve;',
and fo among them,they leave Chrift but a very fmall part of his
inheritance.

Se&. 25. 19. Yea I fear that by Confequence ( and too
near and ‘plan a Confequence ) they diffoive the Catholike
Charchiit felf: And if it be fo, et them judge whether their do-
&rine fubvert not Chriftianitie ? I ufeno violence for theinfe-
rence. 'If want of ‘Prelatical Ordination do Nuil the Proteftant
Miniftric and Churches, then it muft needs follow that far grea~
ter defe@s ( and more againft the 'vitals of the Church') will
do as much to uachurch the Romanifts, the Greeks, Atmeni§n§,
Syrians, Echiopians, Egyptians, ‘e#c. But alas, how eafie is it
to prove thar ail thefe have far greater defe@s thenthe Pref
bfhyter'lan Proteftant Churches ! and fo the whole muft fall toge-
- Rers fi o : el - fipen 2 i ;

Se. 26. 20. Byall thefe meansthey joyn wich the Qua-

kers, and Scekers, and Druokardsin oppofing the fame Miniftric
thatchey'oppofe. Yomare sotrue Minifters of Fefus Chiift, 2y
the Quakers, Seekers, and ‘other Se@s ; fo alfo fay thelethat
flow we are fpeaking of : and if they preach their do&rine, and
fide with them againft the fervants of Chrift,- let them be afraid
Teft they partake of their Spirit and Reward. * 2l
- Se&. 27 21. Their do@rineand pra&ice tendethto grieve
thehearts of the moft experienced gracious fouls. Should all
the Minifters be caft ont that are not Prelatical, and the places
fupplyed, as they muft be in their ftead, with fachascanbe
had, O what a day would it be to honeft humble fouls, that
were wont to delight themfelves inthe publike worfhip of God,
and to find inftrn&ion, and admonition, and confolation futable
to their neceffities ! If now they fhould have all turned to what
the Dottrine of thefe men portends, their fouls would be as if
aWildernefs, and famine would confume them, and they WO_Ul_d
lament as David in his banifhment, and the Jewsin their captivic
ty, to think of the daies thatoncethey faw. e 2
“Se&t. 28. 22. Anddoch itnotimply a great deal of wwbols-
_ mefs and enmitic to Reformation, when men dare thus beldly un-
cburch the moft of the Reformed Churches, and pafs fuch de-
fperate nullifying cenfures on the moft holy, able, painful Mini-
fters of the Gofpel? O how many of them are ﬁudying,:cﬂh‘i
. eI wa
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watching and praying for their people day and night, a =
_ing-\themg.pubiickiy and from houfe to hyou(e,vaﬁg mﬁf,ﬁﬁ_
times with tears, willingto fpend and be fpent fo their Salva. -
tion, not {ccking theirs but them ; and when they have done
all, they are reproached as no Minifters of Cbrift, and the peo-
ple taughe to difown them and forfakethem. Is thisafignofa
fonof God, that is tender of his honour and intereft 2.or of a
Holy Gracious fou! 2 ‘ b b, Vet

Se&@.29. 23. Atleaft by this means the bands of Minifters
are weakned in their work, and their d.fliculcies.increafed, and
their hearts grieved, becaufe of their peoples mifery. - O.ifthey
could have but a free unptejudiced hearing with poor finners
fome good might be done! Bus they will not hear us, nor
come neer us, or fpeak tous: Efpccially when they aretaught co
forfake us by fuch men. I would not be the man that thould thus
add burden and grief to the faithful Minifters of Chrift, upon
fuch an account, for allthe Bifhoprickson earth.

Se&. 30. 24 Theyalfo diftra& the minds.of Chriftians when i
they hear men thus degrading and unchurching oneanother ; ‘i
fo that weak perfons are perplexed, and know not:what to thiok
nor what Church or Religion tobe of : yeaitis well if many be
not tempted hereby to be of noReligionatall : ‘when they hear
them condemning one another. : St »

Se&. 3 1.25.Thefe thew too much formality and Cerémoniouf-
pefs,when they fo much prefer their own opinon,aboutacircum.
ftance, Ceremony or Mode, before the very being of the Chur-
ches and Miniftry, and the fubftance of wo:fhipic felf, and the
Salvation of men fouls : Asif it were betterfor Churchestobe
#o Churches , then not Prelatical Churches : ot forfoulstobe
condemned, then to be faved by men that are not Prelatical.. 1
fpeak not thefe things to exafperate them ( thoughl cancxp
no better : ) buz in the griefof my foul for the fad condition that
they would bring men into. i =

Se@. 32. 26, Theylay a very dangerous fnare, to draW M‘i
nifters o be guilty of cafting off the work of God. Flefhi an
blood would be glad of afair pretence for fo much liberey and .
eafe. O how fain would it be unyoakt, and l‘*‘“‘tt}"]hbo‘ﬁ
rious, difpleafing kind oflife ! And when fuch as.thefe fhall

_perfwade them thét they e ﬂ?%‘!““ = y ] gratific
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gratificthe Aeth. For fome will fay, 7 am ar alofs, berween buth
wayes; I cannot fee the lawfulne[s of Prelacy: andyer they [peak,
fo confidently‘of he nullity*of all other callings, that 1will for-
beaw till 1 ambetrer vefolved  Another willfay, 1 find m) felf

" tobe no Minifter and therefore free from the Obligarion to Minifbe

vial Officés ;. and T will take heed bow 1 come urder that yoak.

‘again;vill 1 bave fuller refolwrion. | Another will fcruple being

twice Ordained, and fo will think it fafer to furceafe, At leaft
they tempt mento fuch refolutions, that would difcharge them

from fo hard a work.

Se@. 33.27.By this means alfo they make the breaches that
are among wus to’ be uncurable, and proclaim themfelves ucter-
ly” unreconcileable to the mok of the Proteftant Churches.
For if they will bave no reconciliation or communion with
them, till they fhall confefs themfelves no Churches, and caft
off all theic Minifters, they may as well fay flacly,they will have
nose atall. - For no reafonable man can imagine or expect that
ever the Churches fhould yield to chefe terms. When they are de-
clared no Minifters or Churches, you cannot then have Commu-
nion with them as Minifters or Churches.

- Se®.34.28.And itis eafie to fee how much they befriend and
encourage the Papifts in all this. Is it not enough that you
have vindicated the Pope from being the Antichrift, but you
muft alfo openly: proclaim that Rome is a true Church, their

efts true Pricfls, their Ordinancesand Adminiftrations Valid,
but all the Proteftant Churches that are not Prelaticalare indeed
00 Churches, their Minifters no Minifters, ¢&-c. Who would not
then be a Papift rather then a member of fuch a Proteftant
€hurch ? How can you mare plainlyinvite men to turn Papifts ,
unlefs you would do it exprefly and with open face ? Or how
could you gratifie Papifts more ? '

Sei&.. 35+ 29. And trulyif all the'e evils were accompl:{hed,
the Minifters forfaken, iniquity let loofe,the Ordinances propha-
ned by unworthy men, ec. we could expe@ noching but that
the judgements of God thould be poured out upon us for our
Apoftacy : and that temporal plagues involuntary fhould ac-
company the fpiritual plagues that we have chofen ! and that
God thonld even forfake our Jand, and make asa by word an‘g an

G - hifling
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hiffing to the Nations : and that his judgements thould write s
upon our doors, 7 his is the people that wilfully caft eut the -
wifbers and mercies of the Lord. : , ;

- Se. 36. 30. And if all this were but accomplifhed ', in the
Cocclufion | may be bold to ask, what wonldthe Devil him/elf
havemore , except our damnationit [elf 2 1f he were to- plead
his own caufe , and to fpeak for bimfelf, would be not fay the
very fame as thefe Learned, Reverend Difputers do? .would he
not fay to all our gracelefs people, Hear nit thefe Minifters  they

are notrae Minifters: Toynnot in Communion with their Churches,,

they areno true Churches 2 1doubt not but he would fay many
of che fame words,ifhe had leave to [pezk.And fhould nota man
~of any fear be afraid, arida man of aoy piesy be uvawilling to
plead the very caufe of Satan, and fay as he would bave them
fay,by accufing fomany famous Chyrches and Minifters , as
being moneindeed, and drawing the people fo to cenfure them
and forfake them ; Thisisno work for a Minifter of Chrift.
Se@. 37. Befides what is here faid I defire thofe whom it doth
concern,that are afraid of plunging themfelves into the depth of
guile and horror, that they will impartially read over my firlt
fheet for the Miniftry, which further fhews theaggravarions of
their {in that are now the oppofers and reproachers of chem.
Confider them and take heed. el
Se&.38. BuragainT defirethefe Brethrento believe that asit
is none of the Prelatical’ Divines that I here fpeak of, but.thofe

that thus nullifie our Church &Miniftry, while they own the Mi- -

niftry and Church of Romse; (0 it is none of my defire to provoke
even thefe, or injure them in the leaft degree : ButI could not
in this fad condition of the Church‘ibpsgpg,opﬁﬁﬁﬂbq‘ hainous:
evils to their confideration, to provoke them totry, and to take
beed left they fhould incur fo greata load of guilt, while they
think they are pleading for Order in the Church.How can there
“be any charity to the Church,or to our Bxethirgn.in_usgxf wecan
fee them in fuch 3 gulf of fin as this,and yet fay nothing to them,
for fear of provoking themto difpleafure?
Se®. 39. AndI think it neceffary-that all young men that are
caflt by their arguingsinto temptations of falling with theminto

the fame tranfgreflions, fhould have the cafe laid open to them,

ir danger ; the accufations of
that they may fee their dangeKrl; ;nd not by Sebiim

i
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Sehifmbe led into far greater reatSehifm, wich fo mny other fins

- a5 thefe.

Sed. 40. Yet is it not my intent to jultific any diforders or:
mifcarriages-that any have been guilty of in oppofition to the

Prelacie. And if they can prove that I have been guilty of any

fuch thing my felf, 1 fhall aceept ‘of their reproof, and con-
demn my finas foénas | can difcern ir, OnlyI muft cravethat
the ufual way of prefumption, affirmacion, or bare names of
crimes be not fuppofed fufficient for Convi&ion, without proof,
and before the-caufe isheard.  Andalfo 1 do profefs that for
all chat I have here faid again{t the Englifh Prelacy, and though

T earneftly defire it may never be reftored, yet werel to live un-

deric again, 1 would live peaceably and Aubmiffively, being
?bedient, and per fwading others to obedience, in all things law-

Y PEQERIT § PEF)

il gk Rol o
CHAP. IX

Ll finfulnefs. of defpifing or neglecting

Ordination e

R T isa thing fo common and hard-

Y ly avoided, for men in oppofing
Ry On€ extream, to feem to counte-
\§ nance the other and for menthat
& 2re convinced of the evil of one,
Y toruninto the other as the only
3 truth, thdtT think it neceffs-
¥ty here to endeavour the pre-
reried vention of this mifcarriage ?ﬂd
having faid fo much againft the Neceffity of Prelatical Ordina-

rion,and in fome cafes of eny , I fhall next thew the greameﬁ;

0
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of their fin_that defpifc or pegle@ Ordingtion whenit may be
bad. it e . Sz asey » 30
Se&. 2. For the right underfianding of what is to be faid, 1
mult again ‘remember you; that thoughit be notat glu_: Ordain. -
crs will to deprive the Church of Minifters, and itisnone of
the Queftion.which they haveto refofve | Whether the Church
Jhall bave Minifters or mons (and thercfore there may be Minifters
without them, if they would hinder or refufe ; ) And though it
be not the Queftion whichis putto their decifion, w7t kind of
Minsflers the Church Jball bave ( for that Chrift hath determin-
edof; ) mor yet what G walifications are neceffary to them, (for
that alfo Chrift hath ajready fet'down ;) yet is ita great and
weighty cafe thatis put tothe decifion of Ordainers, that is,
Whether this man be thus qualified as Chrift bath defcribed and
reqnired in Minifters 2 and whether be be the foereft perfon | or
fivatlealt) for rhe particalar charge to which be is called? And
the right de:crmining of this'queltionisathing that the Chur-
ches welfare doth very much do depend upon. S
Se®. 3. And therefore itis the decifion of this one Queltion,
that Minifters, People and Magiltrates themfelves, muftall con-
tribute their powers and endeavours too in their feveral places.
All that they have to do is but to fee that the Churches bave fic
men, even fuch asare qualified as God requireth. The Peo-
Plemuft choofe fitmen : or confent to them when chofen for
them: The P4/ ors muft 7y them and Approve them,and oxly them
that are fic: T\he Mag:ﬁrgu muft enconrage, aﬂ;ﬂ‘ and‘deﬁnd-ﬁz
men, and forbid fuch as are intolerably unfit, and not permit
them to abufe the name and Ordinances of Chrift, and wrong "
his Church, s
Se¢&. 4. This treble guard at the door of the Church doth
much tend to its fecarity, and prefervation from’ the great evils
thatintruders may introduce. ~ And each party of the three hath
a fpecialintereft which thould make them carefull of :b.e bufi-
nels. 1. The people have great reafon to havea band inic, and
to be carefull : For icis their Souls for which their Overfeers
watch, and their. 5 alvation that is concerned in it. A.nd' hetha.t
will not truft his Son with any Tutor withoue due choice, nor his
ftate with every Lawyer,nor his body with every Phyfician, no
nor his land, or cattle with every fervane, but will choofe the
: : Kk 3 3 5 beft 5
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beft, hath reafon to know uponwhofe care he trufteth his for!.

diligentia, explorariont fincerd: opovtet eosad Sacerdotinm delegs,
g#os 4 Deoconflet andiri. Nec' fibi plebs blandiatar, qnafi im-

wicans, & ad injuftum arg; illicitum prapofiri [ui Epifcopatam
confen[um [unm cowmodans, 8 c. ~—emmm | Befides the work.
ofthe Miniftr

b onthe Willing = and feein

good againlt their wills,or without their o Canfent it is nEed-
tull therefore that fome way or other their Confent thould be
#  procured,unlefs we would fruftrate all ourlabour, and mifs our
end. And alfo, a Church is a Society Voluntarily' conjoined for_boly
¥orfbip and Living: and therefore it is contrary to thie'nature of
it,that they fhould have Paftors, or be members and not (exfent.
4 Se&. 5. And 2. For the Magiftrare , there is great reafon
that behave his part alfoin the work : For the honour of God
muft be bis End; the Law of God his chiefett Rule ; the

Church of Chrift hi 3
his chifeft care and bufinefs, And feeing he Ruleth fromChrift,and
4y Chrift,and for Chrift,jic is neceffary that he take care ofthe
| quality, and enterance,and carriage of Minifters,on whom Chrifts

work and honour doth fo much depend. %S

Se&.6. Yetis thereherea {pecial difference between the Wof/ks
: ' of thefe feveral parties in admitting men into the Miniftry. The
- ‘properor neceflary work of the people,is but to difcernand con-
B Aent: Whether they be che firft Ele&ors,is a matter of indifferen-
¢y inic felf, & is fometime fit,and fometime unfit. The Magiftrates

work is not.to Ordain Minifters; but carefully to Overfee the.

Ordainers and thePeople,that they putin none but worthy men:
Andif be find thac they mifcarry, heisnot (ordinarily acleaft)
to take the work upon him,and Ordain fitter men himfelf: but
20 corre them to whom the work belongs, for their male-ad-
minifiration, and refirain them from mifdoing, and urge th;m

y due means to do it better, or caufe them to be difplaced ta:;

s chiefeft fubje®@sy andthe work of Chrift,

For thoughit may be fomeexcule, it wilibe no juftification Of R
them thac i in fin and mifery, tofay , Omr Teachers di Wf' e
lead ns.  For 1f the blind lead the blind, itis both thatfall 1000- -7/
the ditch : And as Cyprian faith ( with the reft. of his Col -
legues, ) Epiff. 68. ( alias Li. 1. Ep.4.,) [ Propter quod plena

muniscffe a contagio delitts poffitcum Sacerdote peccatore commA*

yis Teaching and Perfwafive and the fuccefsis only ~
g we can do nothing on them for theft .
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are unreformable,that better may be chofen in their flead, that
willbe faichfull. . o 3n01! 1273 . :

- Sed. 7. And 3. The reafon of the Minifters intereft in the
work, T fhall more at large lay down anon.  And though there
be a poffibility of frequent differences arifing, through difa-
greement of thefe three feveral parties, yet Chrift would rather
Aufethis creble guard for cantion,then for the preventing of divi-
fion, lay open his Church to the injury of intruders. (12
+Se&.8. And remember again, that it is not in the Power of Ma-
giltrates, Ordaincrs, People and all to make a Minifter of Chrift,

.- of aman that wanteth the Effcnsial Qualifications : Ex guovis

 ligno nos fit. Mercurins, Hechatis not qualified for the works
- Effertial toa Minifter, cannot by Ordipacionbe madea Mini-
~fter & No more then the bare ftamp can make’ currant money
of a picce of lead, when the Law makes the Mettal Effential to
currant Coin: And no more then a licenfe will make him a School-
mafter that cannot read : or hima Pilot, that knows not how to
Rule the thip: f(aith (ypriansbi [up, [ Séd enim -defiderio bsic
veftro, non tam nofiraconcilia, 9#am Divina precepta refpondent §
“quibas jampridems mandaiur voce calefti, @ Dei lege preferibia
47, qhos & quales oporteat defervire altars, & Sacrificia Di-
vina celebrare. ( Here he ciceth Scripture ) - Qwe cums preditia
& manifefta fint nobis,pracepiis Divinis nece[fe cff obfequia ﬂ_?ﬂ ra
Aefervians 2 Nec perfonamin ejn[modi rebusaccipere, ant aliguid
cuiguam largivi, potef} bamana indulgentia ubi intercedit, & les
gem tribuit Diving praferiptio. | God gives not menauthority
to contradi® his Law, or.to Ordain a man uncapable of Ordi-
pation ; nor introduce the form,where the matteris undifpofed
or tt. g . 2 A3BE) 973
_, Se&. o. Perhaps fome will ask,what fhonid be doneyimcafethas
thefe three parties difagree: If the Magiftrate wonld have owe

man, and the Ordaizers another, and the peaplea third, or if twe

of them go one way, and the third ansther 2 To which Ianfwer,
There are many things that muft be raken into~conﬁde_r§f.':3
for the righe refolving of the cafe. Eicher the perfons nominar ¢
are equal or unequal : - Either they are alicapable;orfome of
them uncapable : Either the welfare of that Church dependeth
on the choice: or elfeit may be fomewhat an indifferent cafe.

1. ]f there be but one Minifter to be had, and the Diffenters
: : ¥ would
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would have none then itis paft controverfie, thatthe D.ffentcg*s
are to be difobeyed. 2. Ifone party would bave a Godly,Able
Minifter, and the other would have an incapable, intolcrabl;
perfon, then it is pait doube, that the party that is for the worthy
perfon ought to prevail,and it is his duty to infift uponit,and the
duty of the relt to yield tobim. 3. If any will make a contre-
verficin this cafe where there is none, and fay, [Yon fay this man
is fisteft, and 1 fay the other man ( that isuncapable ) is fistef,
andwho fhall be jadge 2 | The party that is in the right moft
hold to their duty, till they arc perfecuted fromit,and appeal to
God, who will judge in equity. If a blind man fay tos man
thathath biseye-Gght [ You fiay thas yonfees and | fuythat Ifee,
Jow [ay.thatir is day,and I [ay it is wight | who [ball b belieytd? |1t
s notfuchwords that will warrant a wife man to renounce his
eye-fight. Godwilljudge him to bein the right thatisfo indeed.
4. But if redllythe feveral partiesare for feveral Minifters that
areall rolerable, yet if there be any notablé difference in theit
fienefs,  theparties. that are for the lefs fit, thould yield to the
party.that is forthemore fit, If you'fay, They difcern 14 1075
I anfwer, thatis their fin | which will not juftifie them in 8
further fin, .or excufe them from a duty. They might dif-
cera , if «they were not culpable , in fo great a difference,
at leaft :whony - they ‘arc bound ‘to take for the moR fit.
5. But if thete be 00 \great inequality , then thefe Rules
fhould beobferved. 1. The Atugifrare thould not deny the
people iheir Liberryof choice, northe Miniffers their Libert)
in Approbation or diffallowance : bat only Overfeethem all,
that they faithfully do cheir feveral ‘duties. ~ . The Miniffers
fhould not hinder the

parties nominated -are fit | but content ‘themfelves with theit
proper work, '

g 3 The Peoplethould not su/fiff upon their cheice,
if the Miniffers to whom if belongeth, do/gfa'll;ow the perfon,
and take bim to beunmeet,and refufeto ordain him : becaufe
obedience in fuch cafes is their duty , and a duty that cannot
:ndl;to their lofs = = at'lealt noe to fo much hure tghttlf?l

the contrary sirregular courfe may prove to the Church.
4_-‘If Mlgiﬂvamwﬂ;%hiﬂers wouldmgag the firlt choia‘e, and
unge the.people to confent ifthe perfon be fit it is the fafelt way
for ke people to obeyand confent, though it were better fgr
it the

people from their Chojce, where both -
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the Rulers to give them more freedom in thechoice. 5. If 3
people be generally ignorant (in tQo great a meafure, ) and
addi&ed to unworthy men, or apt to divifions, &c. itis their
fafeft way to defire the Miwiffers (o choofefor them. Or.if they
will not do fo, itis the fafeft way for the Miniftersto offer them
a man: Yet fo that Magiftrates and Minifters fhould expect their
Confent, and not fet any man over them as their Paftor without
confent fome way procured. 6. But ifthey are no Chaurch, but
uncalled perfons, andit benota Paffer of 2Church, but a
Preacher to Convert men, and fit them for a Church-ftate,, that
isto be fettled, then may the Magifirate fettle fuch aman, and -
force the people to hear him preach. 7. 1f Neceffiry require
not the contrary, the matter fhould be delayed, till Magiftrare,
Minifters and people do agree. 8. The chofen PaRors fhould de-
cide the cafe themfelves : They thould sor accept the place, and
Confent, tillallbe agreed, unlefs chere be a Neceflity. And if
there be,then the greateft neceffity fhould moft fway. If the
Magiftrate refift, he will forciby prohibite and binder you from
preaching. Ifthe Minifters refift, they will deny you the righe
band of fellowthip. If the people refilt, they will not hear nor
Join in worfhip nor obey. Allthefeif poffible fhould be avoid-
ed. The Peoples confent (‘coa Paftor of a Church)is of Nccdﬁty.
We cannot do the work of Paftors without ir. And therefore nei- «
ther Magiftrates or Minifters can drive us on where this is want-
ing(unlefs it be only to feckit,or only to do the work of Preache
ers to men without. ) Unity and Communion wich Neighbour-
Churches s fo much to be defired, that nothing but Neceflity
can warrant us to go on without it. And the Magiltrates reftraing
18 fo great a hinderance, that nothing but Neceffiry can warrant
us to caft our felves uponir. And therefore out of cafes of Ne-
ceffity,the Minifters nominated fhould not confent till all agree 2
Butincafes of Neceffity, the fouls of men andthe worfh'p Of
God, muft not be difregarded or negle&ed , though neighe
bour-Churches or Minifters difown us, or Magiftrates perfecute
us. : :

" Sed. 10. Remember thefe Diftin&ions for the underftanding
of what follows. 1., Its one thing to be Approved, and another
thing to be folemnly- Invefted. ~Ordination confifteth of thefe
two parts.  2,We mult difference between Ordination, by one

) L1 Paftor,
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Paftor,and by many. 3. Between Ordination by Pafters of
the fime Church, or of many Churches. 4. Between Ordi-
nation by fufficienc or infufficient Minifters. §. And between
Ordnation by Neighbour Minifters or Strangers. 6. And be- i
tween Ordination by Divided Minifters, and Concordant. On -
thefe premifed [ propofe as followeth. A8 i
Se@. 11. Prop. 1. Approbation by Minifters is ordinarily to
be foughc and received by all that will enterinco the Miniftry.
I gave fome Reafons before,Chap. 2. Which herel fhall enlarge,
by which the finfuloefs of Negle&ing this Approbation may
appear, _
. Sed. 12, Reaf. 1. Itisthe waythat God bath appointed us
in Holy Scripture, and therefore to be followed. They that
Ordained Elders or Bifhopsin the Churches,did more then Ap-
prove them, but could do nolefs, 1 Tim. 4. 14. Timothy Was
ordained by the Impofition of the hands of the Presbyterie,
1 Zim. 3. 15. Panlgiveth Timothy the defcription of Bifhops
2nd Deacons,that he may know how he ought to behave himfelf
inthe houfe of God, whichis the Church, ¢c. That is', that
hemay know whom to Approve of or Ordain, Tir.1.5. Tit#s
was to Ordain Elders in every City, e43s13.1,2,3. The
Prophetsand Teachers in the Churchat ednrioch did feparate
~Barnabas and Panl to the work, with Fafting and Prayer,and
tmpofitionof hands. It was the Apoftles that Ordained them
Eldersinevery Church, 46t 14. 23, Suppofe it muft be read
[ bySuffrages ] asmany would haveic, thar proveth no more
but that the People did confent : Buc fill it is Payjand Barnabas
that Ordained them Elders, though with the peoples fuffrages,
and itis they thatare faid to faft and pray in the next words.
A 6.3. Exprefly thews that the People chofe the Dea-
cons, and the Apoftles ordsined them [ Look ye out among
your felves feven men of honeft repore, full of the Holy Ghoft
and wifdom,whom we may appoint over this bufinefs. |But I fhall
cut fhort this part of my task,becaufe fo much is faid of it already !
?y many that have written for Ordination, to whem I fhall re-
er you.
_ Se@. 13. Reaf. 2. If there be not a ftanding regular way for
T{ymg and Approving fuchas enter into the Miniftry, then men
will be left to be their own judges, and if they can but get rthe
- confent

s — = -

—



(259)

confent of any Congragation, will prefenty be Paftors, But this
courfe would tend to the ruine or confufion of the Church, a1
thall manifeft by evidence. .

Se&. 14. 1.1f all men may enter into the Miniftry that will,
upontheir own perfwafion that they are fit, the moft proud,
felf-conceited, worthlefs men will bethe readielt tcgo, andif
they can get hearers, will moft abound in the Church; and the
people will quickly have heaps of Teachers.For we all know that
- many of the Ignorant are leaft acquainted with their ignorance:

and commonly the Proud have the highelt thoughts of them-
felves,and think none fo fit to Teach and Ruleas they. And what
could be more tothe fhame and hazzard of the Church,then
to bave it taughtand guided by fuch ignorant unworthy men ?

Se&. 15. 2. Moreover, Humble men are fo confcious of
their weaknefs, and fenfible of the burden and greatnefs of
the work, that they think themfelves unworthy , and therefore
would draw back; and fo by their forbearance would give way
to the forefaid proud incruders. And thus the Church would
foon be darkened, defiled, and brought low, if all men were

their own judges. .
~ Se®. 16. 3. Moreover, itisthecommon difpofition of Er-

roneous and Hererical perfons to be exceeding zealous for the
propagaring of their errors, and bringing as maoy as is pofsible
to their mind. Sothat if all be left to themfelves, the moft He<
retical will run firf, and carry their filth into the houfe of God,
and feduce and undo men inftead of faving them. 3
Se&. 17. 4. By this means alfo the Covetous and fordid
worldlings will crowd in : and men will do by Preaching, as they
do by Ale-felling, even make it their laft Trade when others
fail : and he that breaks in any other Trade, if he have but any
volubility of fpeech, will prefently turn Prieft ;till the Office
and Ordinances of God feem vile, and be abhorred by the
people.  This muft be the Confequent if allbe left to their OWD
judgement. i
Se®. 18. 5. And it is too known a cafe, that the people
will bid fuch perfons welcome, and fo they will make a match,
The erroneous and giddy party will have fuch asare futableto
them. Andthe Covetous party will have him that will _do their
work beft cheap : if they will prealch for nothing ot for httle‘,h:xﬁ
S leh & '
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fhall be a man for them, though he would fead them to perditi=
on. If it be poyfon, they’i take it, if it coft them nothing. And
many there be that will have their own kindred or friends to
make Priefts of ; and all that they have intereft in muft joyn
with them on theaccount of friendfhip. And the childifh in-
judicious fort of Chriftians will follow them that have the
fmootheft tongues, or beft opportunities and advantages to pre-
vail with them. And fo they will be toffed up and down, and car-
ryed 20 and fro with every wind of dotrine,according to the cﬂqmﬂﬁ
fleight and (ubrilty of men, by which they liein wait to deceive.

"Eph. 4. 14. eAnd they will be carried abonr with divers and
[frange dolrines, Heb.13.9.

Sed. 19. Real. 3. And whenthe Ainiffric isthus corrupt-
ed (‘by making every man judge of his own fitnefs ) the
Church will be corrupted, and degenerate into a common {ate,
and ceafe to be a Church (if Reformation do not ftop the gan-
grene. ) For it commonly goeth with the Church according t0
the quality of the Miniftrie. An ignorant Minifirie, and an ig-
norant people ; an erroneous Miniftrie, and an erring people s
a fcandalous Minifirie, and a fcandalous people commonly 80
together. Like Prieft, like people is the common cafe. ?

Se®. 20. Reaf. 4. And by this means Chriftianity it felf
will be dithonoured,and feem to be but a common religion,and fo
but a deceit, to the great difhonour of Jefus Chrift; for the
world will judge of him and his caufe; by the Jives of them that
teach it and profefsit. :

Sed. 21. Reaf. 5. Andby this means God will be provo-
ked todepart from us, and be avenged on us for our difhonour-
ing him.  If he would fpew out of his mouth lukewarm Laods-
ces, what would he doto fuch degenerate focieties? 1f moft of
thefeven Churches, Rey.2. & 3.bad their warnings or threat-
nings for fealler faules, what would fuch corruptions bring us
to, but evento be plagued or forfaken by the Lord »,

Sed. 22. Real, 6. If you fhould be men of ability and
fitnefs for the work your felves, that enter without Approbation
and Ordination,yet others might be encouraged by your exam-
ple that are unfit : and if you once thus fet open the door, you
know not how to keep out woolves and fwine : all the perfons
before defcribed will take the opportunity, andfay, Whymay

wot
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wot we enter unordained,as well as [uch and fuch ?

Se&. 23. Reaf. 7. By this means allo you will leave many
fober godly perfons unfatisfied in your Miniftry, asnotknowing
whether they may own you asMinifters or not: &how much you
fhould do to avoid fuch offence, me thinks you might perceive,

Se&. 24. R@f, 8. By this courfe alfo you will walk con-
trary to the Catholike Church of Chrift, and that in a caufe
where you cannot reafonably pretend any neceffity of fo doing.
Ever fince Chrift had a Miniftry on earth, the conftant (‘ordina-
ry ) way of their admitance bath been by Minifterial Ordina-
tion. If any man defpife this, and be contentious, we have no
fuch Cuftome, nor the Churches of God. Is it a defign be-
feeming an humble man, a Chriftian, a fober man, to find out
a new way of making Minifters now in the end of the world ? as
if all the Minifters from the Apoftlesdayestill now, had comein
at a wrong door, and wanted a true Calling ? This is too near
the making a New Miniftry : and that’s too near the Making of
a new Church : and that’s too near the feigning of. a new Chrift.
The Church hath many promifes, that the gates of Hell fhall

not prevail againft it ; thac Chrilt willbe with her Minifters to
the end of the world, they being given by him for the perfe&- -

ing of the Saints, and edifying of the Body of Chrift, till we
all comein the unity of the faith, and knowledge of the Son of
God, toa perfe@ man, ¢&c. Eph.4.12,13. And thercfore we
mufk not eafily believe that the Miniftry of the univerfal Church
have been falfly called or admitted untillnow, and you have
found out a hetter way at laft. 5

Se&. 25. Real. 9. You would bring that irrational confu-
fion into the Church of the living God, which is not to be in-
troduced into the bafelt Commonwealch or focicty in the world.
You have more wit then to let all men play the Phyfitians : but
will firt have them tryed by men of their own Profeffion : or
elfethe lives of many may pay for your Licentioufnefs. You
will have Schoolmafters approved by them that have Learning,
before you will commit your children to their truft. And fhall
every man be a Teacher and Ruler that willinthe Church of
Chrift, as if it werethe only confufed contemptible Society 10
the world? God isn ot the God of Confafion, but of Peace, 38

in all the Churches, faiththe Apoftle, 1 Cor. 5433+
2Bl 3 A Sedt.
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“Se&. 26. Real. 10. Do but confides how high, and boly,
-and honourable a Calling it is to be a Minifter of the Gofpel:and
then it will appear,that icis horrible Profanationo! Holy thiogs,
to fuffer all that will, to invade it. They are to be the Embafia-
dore of €hrift, and fpeak as in hisName, and to be Stewards Qf
his Myfteries and Houfhold, and to ftand neft him, as at his
alear,and co difpenfe his treafure,to magnifie and praife his Name,
-and to adminifter his holy Sacraments, e, And fhouldall that
will, be taught to ufurp or invade fuch an holy Calling ¢

Se. 27. Reaf. 11. Confider alfo, how great a Zraf it is
that is committed to all thatare Minifters of the Gofpel. The
fouls of men are committed to them :the Myfteries of God,
the precious promifes and glad tidings of Salvation are commit-
ted to them : the order and affairs of the houfe of God are com-
mitted to them : thofe that are Chrifts Sheep , his Jewels, his
Friends, his Brethren, his Spoufe, his Members, and as the apple
of hiseye, are committedco them. Andisit futable to fo great
aTruft, that menuntryed, unapproved, that do but think well
of themfetves, and their own doings, fhall at their pleafure take
{o greatacharge 2 What man of honour and wit among you,
will give every man leave to be your Steward, that hath but fol-
1y and pride enough to think himfelf fic for it? and will not ra=
ther choofe your Stewards your felves 3 :

Se&. 28. Reaf. 12. And isit not evidently notorious Cru-
elty to the_ fouls of men, to caft them upon every unworthy fel-
low thac will but beimpudent enough to undertake the charge?
Do you fet fo light by mens everlafting Joy or Torment? You
would not fo contem pruoufly caft away mens lives : and will you
:fOFOHtemptnouﬂy caft away their fouls ? And whata contempt
Jl:‘lt !?f the blood of Chrift, that the purchafe made by it fhould

thus negledted ? You will fock up your money, and look to
your goods, and take care of every groat of your eftates: and
fhal the fouls of men,and the blood and the inheritance of Chrift
be no moreregarded » This is unjuft,

Sed. 29. Reaf 13. Yea ond it is a way of Cruelty tothe
men chemfelves, if every man that is fick of {elf-conceit, or
Pride, fhall have leave to exercife it, and run themfelves into
-unipeakable guile, by undertaking fuch works as they are no
way ablefor : Alas, have not thefe poor finners crangrefiions

enough
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ough of their own already, butyou muft encourage them to

‘draw the blood of fouls, and thefins of fo many others upon
their heads? O what a burden do they take upon them ! and
what a dreadful danger do they run into? Had you faithand
any pitey of fouls, you would rather ftudy to do your beft,

to prevent mens deftroying of themfelves and others, and fal -

ling altogether into the ditch. Iknow you’l fay, that you are
guilty o? no fuch thing :itis the faving, and not the defiroy-
ing of fouls that you intend by being Minifters unordained :
but your intentions will not jultifie your cruel and deftruitive
practices. Its plain that you teach men by your doctrine and
example to be their own judges of their fitnefs for the Miniftry,
or to neglect the judgement of the Paftors of the Church:and
what better can this courfe produce ? /

Se&. 30. Reaf- 14. Either you are fit for the Miniftry, . or
unfic : if fir; why fhould you be afraid of tryal? He that doth
evil comes not tothelight : itisa fign of an ill caufe that can-
not endurea juft tryal. But if youare unfit, is it not better to

forbear ? o &
Se&. 31. Reaf. 15. Your very refufing of a tryal doth

‘give the people fufficient reafon to queftion your call and fitnefs
for the work, or your humility at lealt : for humble men think
meanlyer of themfelves, then to judge themfelves meet for
fach great employments, when they have not theencourage-
ment of men that are more fit to judge : the good men of old
were wont to run away from a Bifhoprick, or Paftoral dignity
in the fenfe of their unfitne(s:fo that the Bifhops were fain to

feek and fend after them : and Gregory of Neocefarea was Or- -

dained by Phedimus when he was three daies journey from him,

evenagainft his will ; and then charged by him in thename 0
Chrift to yield unto the Call. And what then fhall we think of
that fort of men, that think themfelves fo good and worthy,
as to run on their own heads, without due approbation? .

Se&. 32. Reaf. 16. It is natural for man to be Parsialin
his own Caufe : infomuch as no law or equity will allow men 10
‘be witneffes or judges for themfelves ineﬁxe fmslleft civil contro-
verfie : and hall they be judges of themfelves in fo greata caufe?
Are not others more impartial ?

Se&. 33. Reaf. 17, You caft away your own encou:f;;

,___,,7/ v
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ment and fupport, and create vexation to your own Confucni;-,d
ces. There are fo many difficulties to be conquered inthis work,
and fo many fufferings to be endured, thatif aman be not clear
that his Call was good, heis like to be left to great difcomforts:
We have exceeding great labours to undergo : we have abun-
dance of enemies and impediments to firive with:we have
many a fcorn and unthankful return, and perhaps imprifonment
or death to undergo:we are our felves, alas,too weak and infuffi-
cient, and muft depend on God for daily helps. And with wbat
confidence can you expe& his help, if you Call your felves, and
enter not by his Approbation > And how will you ever g0
through all this, and fuffer fo much wich Chriftian comfort,when

_you cannot fay that you are fent of God, and have nothing

but your own overweening conceics of it ? Could you but fas
[ entered by the way that God appointed, and was not my

of .5 d Jou migh d confidence
of Godsga fI:i]ﬁchefmg thave fome more boldnefsan

Se&. 34. Reaf. 18 .‘"The m

oft that pl inft Ordination
that are worthy the name o wpiead agnnlt -

: f fober Chriftians, do plead but
againftthe Neceffiry of it, and cannot deny it to be Lewfl: a0
thould not all the reafons before mentioned prevail wich you t0
fubmittoa lawfulthing ?

Sed. 35. Reaf. 10. Andif it be thus undepyable, that men
muit not be their ows Judges, it willfoon appear that Miniffers
are the flanding Judges of mens fitnefs for this work, becaufe
no other Judges are appointed to it, or capable of it. Itmuft be

_ _ tion, thatcan give us fatif-
faGion : for if God had left the cafe atlarge, for men to g0 0
whom they will, it would be all one as to goto none at all, but
to be Judgesthemfelves. Andif aftanding way of Approba-
tion muft be ackmowledged, let us enquire where it isto be found :
and look which way you will, and you fhall find no other, but
this which is by men of the fame Calling with them that are t0
be Ordained. :

Se&. 36. For 1. Magiftrates it cannot be : none that 1 know

-Pretend to that. Magiftrates in moft of the world are Infidels:

:and therefore cannot there be Ordainers : and none of them
hath the work committed to them by Chrift, nor do any thatl
XKnow, aflume it to therfelves. el
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