.
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ment and fupport, and create vexation to your own Confucni;-,d
ces. There are fo many difficulties to be conquered inthis work,
and fo many fufferings to be endured, thatif aman be not clear
that his Call was good, heis like to be left to great difcomforts:
We have exceeding great labours to undergo : we have abun-
dance of enemies and impediments to firive with:we have
many a fcorn and unthankful return, and perhaps imprifonment
or death to undergo:we are our felves, alas,too weak and infuffi-
cient, and muft depend on God for daily helps. And with wbat
confidence can you expe& his help, if you Call your felves, and
enter not by his Approbation > And how will you ever g0
through all this, and fuffer fo much wich Chriftian comfort,when

_you cannot fay that you are fent of God, and have nothing

but your own overweening conceics of it ? Could you but fas
[ entered by the way that God appointed, and was not my

of .5 d Jou migh d confidence
of Godsga fI:i]ﬁchefmg thave fome more boldnefsan

Se&. 34. Reaf. 18 .‘"The m

oft that pl inft Ordination
that are worthy the name o wpiead agnnlt -

: f fober Chriftians, do plead but
againftthe Neceffiry of it, and cannot deny it to be Lewfl: a0
thould not all the reafons before mentioned prevail wich you t0
fubmittoa lawfulthing ?

Sed. 35. Reaf. 10. Andif it be thus undepyable, that men
muit not be their ows Judges, it willfoon appear that Miniffers
are the flanding Judges of mens fitnefs for this work, becaufe
no other Judges are appointed to it, or capable of it. Itmuft be

_ _ tion, thatcan give us fatif-
faGion : for if God had left the cafe atlarge, for men to g0 0
whom they will, it would be all one as to goto none at all, but
to be Judgesthemfelves. Andif aftanding way of Approba-
tion muft be ackmowledged, let us enquire where it isto be found :
and look which way you will, and you fhall find no other, but
this which is by men of the fame Calling with them that are t0
be Ordained. :

Se&. 36. For 1. Magiftrates it cannot be : none that 1 know

-Pretend to that. Magiftrates in moft of the world are Infidels:

:and therefore cannot there be Ordainers : and none of them
hath the work committed to them by Chrift, nor do any thatl
XKnow, aflume it to therfelves. el

c o
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Se&. 37. And 2. The peopleitcannot be : For 1. No maa
can fhew a word of precept or example for it ; nor prove chat
ever God did give chem fuch a power : Confent or Eletion is alt
that can be pretended to by them. 2. Itisa‘work that they are
commonly unable for :the Schollars may as well Try.and Ap-
prove of their Schoolmafler. We confefs the People muft bya
jedgement of difcrerion, endeavour to find out the beft they
can: but if they had not helps, and if they wereal% called to a
Judgement of direion and decifion, what work would they
make? Dothe Major vote, ("orthe Minoreither ) in moft or
almoft any Congregations, underftagd whether a man know
the meaningof the Scripture, orto bezble todefend the truth,
or whether he be Heretical or found in thefaith, ¢pc. ? God
would not fet men on a work that is chus beyond the line of cheir
Capacity. 1tisathing not tobeimagined, that they thar call
Us to be their Teachers, fhonld already be common'y able to
Judge whether we are found or unfound, snd able to teach
them or not : for this importeth that théy know already as much
as we ( for wherein they are ignorant, they cannot judge of
us. ) Andif theyknow as much already, what need have they
of our Teaching? 3. And it is contrary to the fubje@ion and
inferiority of their Relation : they thatare commanded to learn
and obey us as their Guides, may yer confent or choofe their
Teachers, when A pproved, orto be Approved by abler men 3
bat they cannot be imagined to be appointed by God to Ordain
their own Overfeers  this is a moft ungrounded fidion.

Se. 38. Reaf. 20, On the other fide, it is the Paftorsof
the Church, and only they that are fitted to be theftanding Ap-~
Provers or Ordainers, as will appear in thefe particulars. 1. It
1s 'they that are joftly fuppofed to be of competent abilities to
£ry aMinifter. - If here and therea Gentleman or other perfon
beable, tha s ararity, and therefore no ftanding way for the
Church in Ordaining Minifters can be gathered thence. “2. Mi=
nifters are doubly devoted to God and to his Church : and there- \

fore fthould have, and ordinarily have, thetendereft care of the

Church. 3. Itjs juftly fuppofed that Minifters areordinarily the

moft pious and confcionable men thatare tobe had (‘or elschey

aretoo blame that choofe them to be Minifters ) And therefore ‘ \

they may be expected to be moft faithful in the work, 4 3;:
. -~ Mm
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they are fewer, and have leffer perverting interefts,and cherefore
are like to be lefs divided in fuch determinations, then the people
thac are fo many, and of fo many interefis and minds, that if 1€
were not for the Mdderation of Magiftrates and Minifters, they
would almoft everywhere be all to picces, one being for on¢
man, and another for another ; fome for one of this mind snd
way , and fome for onc of another ; fome for the OrthodoX,
and fome for the Heretical, §. Laftly, it is Minifters, whofe
Office God hath tyed Ordination to, and whe have time €0 wait
upon it as their duty : fo that lay all this together, and 1 think
the firflt Propofition is prowed, for the Neceffity (Ofdim"',ly)
of the Paftors Approbation, and the fiofulnels of neglect-
ing x.

Se&. 39. Prop. 2. Itisnotonly the Paftorsof one partict
lar Church, but alfo the Paftors of Neighbour chu-ches that
hold Communion with that Church, that fhould regularly AP-
prove or Ordain Minifters : though I deny not but he may be
a Minifter that hath no Ordination bae by the Paftors of
particular Church , yet I conceive that this is'not a regular
courle. : _

Se@. 40. My reafonsare thefe. 1. Becaufeif it be ordinarily
tyed to the Paftors of the fame Church only to Ordain, then it
will be done ordinarily without any Paftors stall. For moft
z:mcular Churchesin the world have but one Pafiors and when

is dead, there is none left co Ordain ; and therefore others 0F
none muft do it fuch cafes.

Se®. 41. And 2. If there be one lefr,.and all the power be -

lefin him, the welfareof the Church would run €00 great an
hazzard : if every man fhali be Ordained a Minifter that can
procure che Approbation of a {ingle Paftor, the Church will be
fubje@ed to moft of the lamentable mifcries before mentioned,
fuppofing that men were judges for themf(elves.

Se®. 42. And 3. We findin Scripture, chat it was not the
way appointed by the Holy Ghoft, for fingle Paftorsto Ordaio-
The forecited Textsand examples are a fufficieat proof.

Se@. 43. If anyfay, thatthe Ruling Elders may concur, I
anfwer. Thoughl make nogreat matter of it, nor would not
raife & contention aboutit, yetI muftfay, that I never yet faw

eny fatisfaory proof, thatever God did inflitute fach Eld!;:-




ds this Objeion meaneth, inthe Church : that is, I.Suchas
arenot Ordained, but come in by meer Ele&ion. 2. And fuch
as have the Power of Difcipline and Overfight without Autho-
rity to preach or adminifter the Sacraments. I think thefeare
but humane creatures ; though I doubt not but there may be
fuch as A& ually (hall ferbear preaching and adminifiration of the
Sacraments, when fome of their colleagus are ficeer for it.

Se®. 44. But 2. If fuch an Office can be proved, I defpair
of [eeing it proved from Scripture, that they have authority to
Ordain. 3. And how can they have Asthority, when moft of
them have not Ability? AadI thinkic is fuppofed thatthey have
" not Ability to Preach, inthem that deny them Authority: sad
if they want Ability to Preach, its twoto one but they want Abi-
lity to Try and Approve of Preachers. 4. And how come they to
have Power to Ordain others, that are not Ordained themfelves,
but are admitced uponbare Ele&ion? 5. And this courfe would
proftitute the Churches to unworthy men, as aforefaid.

Se&. 45. And 4. It is not a contemptible Confideration,
that the chiet Paftor of every particular Church, hath ever
fince the fecond Century at leaft, beca Ordained by the Paftors
of other Churches. And how it was before, we have but ve.

ry defective Evidence, except fo much as is leftusinthe Holy

Scripeares, of which we have fpoke before.

“"Se@. 46. And 5. The Church of Chrift is 2 Chain of ‘many -

links : a Society united in Chrift the Head, confifting as a Repub-
like of many Corporations, or as an Acedemy ‘of many Cel-
ledges : and a greater Union and Communion is requifite among
them, then among the parts of any other Society 1n the world.

And therefore feeing it is the duty of Neighboor Paftors and

Churches, according to their Capacity to hold Communion Wi
that particular Church and its Paftors, it feems reafonable,
they have fome antecedent Cognifance and Approbation of the
perfons that they are to hold Communion with. ;
Se®. 47. And 6. It is confiderable alfo, that whoever is
according to Chrifts inftitution Ordained a Minifter- of a parti-
cular Church, iswithall (if notbefore) Ordained 2 Mm/?w
[imply ; thatis, onethat thay asa feparated Meflenger of Chrift,
both preach for the Converfion of ‘thofe without, and gather
Churches where there are non}cd, and pro t-mporchthtOﬁ:f
m 2 of
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ofa Minifter, to any part of the Catholike Church, wherq h_e
vomethand bacha Call.’ And therefore as he is {imply a Mint.
{ter, and the Unconverred world, or the Univerfal Churchare
the Obje@s of his Miniftry, the Paftors or Members of that
particutar Church where be isfettled, have no more to do in
Ordaining him then any.other. Asa Corporation may choofe
their own: Phyfitian, Schoolmafter, grc. but cannot -do any
more then other men, .in Licenfing a man to be in general a Phy-
fitian, Schoolmater, ¢c. So may a Church choofe who fhall be
their Teacher, but not who fhall be fimply « Zzacher or Minifter

of Chrift, any more thenan other Church may do, thai’s fur-
ther from him.

~Se&. 48. And 7. Ttisalfo confiderable, thatit is. the fafelt

and moft fatisfa@ory way to the Church and to the Minifter him-
felf, to have the Approbation of many. And it may lcave more

feruple concerning our Call, when one or two or a particular
Church only do Approve us. :

~ Se@. 49. And 8. It is granted, in their writings by thofe
thav are for Ordination by a particular Charch only, that the
Concurrence of more is Lawful: and if Lawful, I leaveitto
Confideration, whether all the forementioned accidents make
it not fo far convenient, as to be ordinarily a plain duty, and to be
preferred where it may be had.

Se&. §50. YetdolInot plead for Ordination by Neighbour
Paftors, as from a Governing Authority over that particular
Church : but as from an interefl in the Church Univerfal, and all
its Officers within their reach, and from anintereft of Commu:
nion with Neighbour Churghes. , ’ _

Se&. §1. And itisobfervablein Scripture, that the Itinerant
‘Minifters, that were fized and appropriated to no particular
Chureh, for continuance, (fuchas the Apoftles and Evangelifis
‘were, and Tiitus, Timothy, and fuch others ) had a Principal
hand in the work of Ordination whereever they came. It was
they that Ordained Elders in every City, inevery Church.

- +Se&. §2.. Prop. 3. Ifany fhall cull ont two or threeor more
-of the weakeft: injudicious,) facile Minifters, and procure them
.20 Ordain him, "hiscourieis irregular, and bis call unfatisfalto-
ry, thonghthe formal part be obtained to the full. Forit 18

~sot for meer formality,: but tofassfie the perfon called, and the

Church,

S
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Churech, and to fecure the Miniftry and facred works and {ouls of
men , frominjury by Ufurpers, that God hath gppointed the
way of Ordination :* And thereforeit is fraud, and not obedi-
ence, for any man fo toufe it, as to cheat himfef and the Church
wxi}:’h a formality, and fruftrate the Ordinance , and mifs its
. ends. \ .

. Se&.53. Prep. 4. Ifany man, avoiding the Orthodox and
Unanimous Mimiftry, fhall 2pply himfelf for Ordination to fome
divided {chifmatical or heretical perfons, that will Approve bim,
and Ordain him, when ghe otbers would reje& him, this alfo,as
the former, is fraud and felf-deceit, and not obedience ; upon
the lalt mentioned grounds, - It is the bafeft treacherous kind
of finning, to turn Gods Ordinanees againft himfelf, and to fin
under the fhelter and pretence of an inftitution. By ufingthe
" means in oppofition toits end, they makeit no means, and ufe it

not as a means-at all. Though Paftors muft Ordain, yet is itnot
all kind of DPaftors Ordination that fhould fatisfie an honeflt
meaning man ;_but that which hath the qualifications fuited to
theRuleandend. - . - ¢ s BT

- Se&.54. Infuch cafesof unjuflt entrance, if the People fin-
fully comply,and the man bhave poffeffion,it may be theduty of
fome parricular perfons, that cannot help it, ( having dong their
own parts in difowning it ) to fubeit, and not therefore to
feparate from the, Church, eXcept in defperate extraordinary
cafes (not now to be enumerated - ) And all the adminiftrations
of facha man fhallbe not only Valid tothe innocent,but with-
out any {cruple of corifciencemay be ufed and received, with ex2
pe&ation of a promifed blefing. e 5

Sed. 55. But yet quoad debitam it is the Churches duty ( S
cept in Cafes of Neceffity ) to difown fuch 1n:rude.r5,. i‘“‘;
to fafpe& and fufpend obedience , to thofethat indirec-
ly enter, ( bya few ignorant, or {chifmatical Ordainers, re-
fafing the teyal of the unanifaous abler Orthodox Miniftcy
till they haveeither perfwaded the manto procure their Appro=
bation, or have themfelves fought the Judgement © the faid
United Minifters concerning bir. . And feeing all ‘
of Chrift fhould be linke and jointed together , and hold com-
munion and correfpondency, according to theit capacities the
Members of a particular Church are bound in reafon, and to

: Mm 3 ~ thofe

the Churches .
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thofe ends | to advifein fuch fufpicious cafes with neighbour
Churches, and not to receivea Paftor that comesin by way of
Difcord, or thetnegle&eth or refufeth the concordant wWay.
For he that entrethina divifive way, isliketo govern themac-
cordingly, and ftillto fhun the Communion of the Brethren.

Se&.56. This Cyprian fully fhews in the fore-mentioned Ep. -
68.p,201. perfwading the people te fhua the unworthy though

they were Ordained by Bifhops, adding [Ordinars nesnangnam
indignos, now fecundum Dei voluntatem, [ed [ecnndanm hsmaram,
prigfumptionem; & bac Deo difplicere, qut non veniant ex legitima
& jafta Ordinatione, Dens spfe manifeftar, &c. 5 Ncctf:-
ficy may juftifie fome things that otherwife would beirregulati-
ties butwhen [ Per urbes Singalas ( that is,in every Cturch)
Ordinati fint Epifcopi, in atate antiqus, in fide integri, in pr effara
probati, in perfecutione proferipti, ille [uper eos creare alios plendo-
Epifcipo; andear | thisisa fa& that the poeple fhould difown.
An ui neq; anitatem [piritns nec conjunitionems PACts sbfer-
vat, & [cab Ecclefie wincnlo, atq; A Sacerdstum ‘collegio Jepa:
rat, Epifcopi mec poteftatems poteft habere, nec howorem, qni Epif-
Gopasus nec unitatem wolust tenere, nec pacem. Cyprian Epiff-52«
ad edntonian. : : ]
Se&. §57. Prep. 5. Soleman Inveftiture is the laft part of Ordi-
nation, by which the man that by confent of the people and
himfelf, and by the Paftors Approbation, had received from
Chrift a Right to the Power and Honour, and Priviledges , and
an Obligation to the Daties of the Office,is folemnly introduced
and put in Poffeffionof the place. "
Sedt. 58, Though in fome cafesaman may exercife d." Mi-
aiftry upon the forefaid Approbationand Ele&ion ( whichare
moft beceflary ) withour this folemn inveftiture, yetisit ordina-
rily aduty, aad not to be negle@ed : Andthe people fhould ré-
quire the performanee of it : I need not ftand upon the Proof :
for it is proved before by what was faid for Approbation, feeing
they have ever gonctogether. Though fundamentally hebe 3
Chriftian that bath entered Covenant with Chrift « yet before the
Church he is Vifibly no Chriftianthat hath niot heen Baptized,of
at lealt made open Profeffion of that Covenant. Though fu»-
damensally they are Husband and Wife that are cOﬂt{a&_‘d: i
knit together by private Confent ; yet is foro Civili, mfcI;:}:,
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fence,and before iﬁén,they muft be folemnly married, or elfe they

‘are judged fornicators. And fhould any fantaftical perfons fech to-
! caft by-this publick invetiture or folecn Marriage, as unnecef.

fary, he would but let in common Whoredoms : The folemnity
or publicationin fuch Cafes is of great Neceffity. And its much
conducible to the greater obligation of Paftor and people tobe
folemnly engaged together: and to have folemn Prayer for Gods
blefling, tendeth to their profperity.

Se&. 59. When men are Ordained only to the Miniftry in
General, it may be done inone placeas well as another, (thae
is otherwife convenient. ) Butifthey are alfo Ordained to be
Paltors of a Pacticular Church, it is the ficteft way by far, that
they be Ordained in the face of the Church, that the people and
they may be mutually engaged,csc. Though yet this be not ab-
folutely neceffary.

Se&.60. And thus I bave difpacht, with the brevity intended,
this weighty point, concluding with thefetwo requefts to my
Brethren that fhall perufeit : 1. That before they let out their
difpleafure again{t me for contradi&ing any of their conceits,
they would humbly, impartially , and with modeft felf-fufpi-
cion; both ftudy and pray over what they read, and not temera-
rioufly rufhiinto the battell as pre-engaged men. 2. That they
wiil alway keep the faith and charity, and felf-denyal and tender-
nefs of Chriftians upontheir hearts, and the great Ends and In-

cereft of Chrift and Chriftianity before their eyes ; and take heed

how they venture upon any controverted points or praiice,as a
Means that certainly contradi@eth the Spirst of [‘briﬂianiz;,and
the great Ends (the Churches Unbity, Peace and Holinefs, &c. ]
which all true means are appointed, and muft be ufed toattain.
Aad wheresnto we have already artained, let s walk b_z the fame
Rule, and mind the fame things, Phil. 3. 16. Remembring. that n
Chraft Fefus neither circumcs fion availeth, nor nncirmmaﬁon,bﬂ_:
a new Creatuve. And asmany as walk According to this Ruke,Peace

: Be on them and Mercy,and on the Ifrael of God, Gal. 6. 15, 16

Finisyr, . May 19. 1658.
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but what fort of Bifhops thould be the ordinary Governours of
the Chuorch of Chrift? &7 o
§.2. And thereforeit is alfo very immethodical and unfatis-
~ fa&ory of moft that ever I read for Epifcopacy,that plead only
for Epifcopacy in General, but never once define that fort of Epif-
copacy which they plead for, but go away with ites fmoothly
when the queftion is unftated, asif they underftood themfelves,
and others were capable of underfanding them ; and fo they

lofe their Learned labours. : : ‘

§.3.1 have already in the firlt Difputation told you among ten

feveral forts of Epifcopacy, which they be that I thick defirable,

and which T judge rolerable, aad which intolerable, And [ have
.therealready given you the Reafons why I judge fuch a 8““‘"'

unfixed Bithop to be of ftanding ufe to the Church and world,3s
bere we are fpeaking of : and therefore I fhall forbear bere
the repeating of what is (aid already.

_ §- 4. That the world and Church fhould ftill havefuch a
General Tiinerant unfixed Minifiry, asthat was of the Apoftles,
Evangeliftsand others, having there already proved, I have

nothing to do more but to thew the ufeof it, and to anfwer the

obje&ions that fome very learned Reverend Divines have ufed
againftir. - :

_ §.5. The principal ufe ofa general Miniftry,is for the convert-
ing of the unconverted world, and Baptizing them when con-
verted,and Congregating their Convertsinto Church order,and
fetling thetn under a fixed Governmenr. And the nexc ufe of
them is, to have a Cate sccording to the extent of their capacity
and opporunities,of the Churches which they have thus Congre-
gatedand fetled, and which are fetled by other Minifters.

§.6. Letit be remembred that we are not now difputing of the
Name., bat of the Thing : It is not whether fuch an Officer of
Chrift be tobe called an Apofticor an Evangelift, ot a Prophet,
or a Biflop, ora Presbyter: But whether unfixed general Mi-
nifters., to gather, Ghurches and fettle them, and rake the care of
‘many, without a fpecialPaftoral charge of any one above the reft,
were appointed by Cbrift for continuance in his Church: This
_is it that [ affirm,and havealready proved.

§.7. Nor yet is it any of our Quellion, Whether the difference
berween 1hefe geweral anfixed Mirifters and ordinary fixed Pres-

byters,
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byters o biin point of Anthor.ty. or. of exercife only. Whether
they aretwo diftin®& Specses of the Minifiry, or b!:lt_ o‘ne_of the
' fame Office in Speciz, varionfly ¢xercifed: 1 havegiven in my

thoughts of this before, fo faras[ canyecreach: Butif it be
granted that fome fhould ordinarily cxercifz their office generally -

hes,as others ordinarily muft

and ambulatorily over many Churc

exercifeit fixedly.in one particufar Church, 1{hall not contend

whether they areto be called One Office of #wo: noryec whe-
ther the fixed Mimifter may not extraordinarily upon a fpe-
cial reafon, do the fame work as the itinerant Miocifter in
the fame way. But Minifters there muft be for both thefe
. §.8. And that fome fhould make the general work before
mentionied their ordinary bufisefs, and not tzke the paftoral
Charge of any particular Church, I conceive ( belicesche for-
mer proofs )is further manifeft,1.In that the work of Converting
- Unbelievers, and bringing them into a fitnefs for Charch Com-
munion, is the work that is to go firlt, and is the greateft work:
Its the greateft in weight( precifively confidered,and astothe
terminus 4 quo of the change that it effe@s:) and it is the greateft
inregard of oppofing difficulties : the winnin%of a foul, which
‘rejoyceth Angels, and rejoyceth Jefus Chrift himfelf, will bave
fo much of Satans malice to oppofe it, and hath fo much
refiltance in the heart of the finner, thatit requireth the whole
work (' in ordinary ) of thofe Minifters that are fpecially called
hereunto.

§.9.And 2. Withail it commonly falls out, that there are
far greater numbers to be converted, thentobe Governed after
Converfion: If it be not {o infome Countries ( where the
face of God hath fhined moft effe@ually ) yet in others, and
inmoftitis: eveninthe far greateft part of theworld. O how
many millions of foulsare there that perith for lack of know-
ledge, and know notfor want of teaching; and never heard
qf Jefus. Chrilt in any likely manner to prevail , in & their
lives 2: Surely fuch multitudes of Miferable fouls, yea Nations,
- require Minifters wholly fet upon ghis work. =

§. 10. And 3. It ordinarily falls out too,that the unconverted
unbelieving part of the world do live at a greatdiftance from
* the Churches of Chrift: and thercfore the fame man that is
- Nn3 Paltor
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pafior of a Chaurch hath not opportanity’ to‘fpeak to then.
Or if they live in the fame Country, they feldom meet/in greateft
numbers inthe fame Affemblies * 'And therefore when the Pa-
ftor is upon his own work, it is requifite that there be fome t0
fpesktotherelt. . : '

§.11. And yet T doubt not But &¢ there are hypocrites in moft
Churches, and among us many that by their ignorance, T impi-
ety we have caufe to judgetobe yet no Chriftians , are our Or+
dinary hearers, fo the Paltorsof the Charchesmay and muften-
deavour their converfion , and much fui their preaching tothe
condition of fuch fouls. Butyet thofe millions that in other parts
ofche world ( and perhaps in Ireland, fvales and the Highlands
of Scotland, too many fuch may be found ) “that neicher know
what Chriftianity is, nor are the Ordinary hearers of & fixed Mi-
nifiry, and live not within the reach of fuch, fhould have
a Converting Itinerant Miniftry for thremlielves.

§. 12. Morcover, 4. ThePaftoral work is it felffo great,ah'd
the charge that we take of patticular Churches, and our obliga-
tion to them fo Rri& , that it will ufnally it felf takeup the
whole man, and will not allow a Paftor time for the other wor
on thofe at a diftance yet nncalled, without negleing the fouls
that he hath underraken to ovefee.

§.13. And 5.For want of fuch general Minifters, the ftate
of perfonsis in fome places confounded, and theworld an
Churchare thruft cogether , asifthere were no differencetobe
made. Becanfe thercare no Minifters known but Paftors, there-
fore there are ao People known but as Chriftians, where yettie
very knowledge of Chriftianity is too rare. 'Whereas if (where
numbersand diftance make it neceffary ) the preparing Miniltry
had firft done their part, it would have prevented much dangt”
rous confufion, and felf deceit that followeth hereupon in many

_ places.

¥ (. 14. And6. By the miftaken fuppofition, that fuch gene-

call o unfized Minifters are ceafed, menhave been drawnto fet
Lay-men upon the greate(t and nobleft work of the Miniftry :
anda conceit is hence rifen among fome, that pecaufe this 1S
not proper to the paftors of 2 Church,tberefore it is not a M”“
nilterial work, but the work of gifted Brethren: And bere
upon uncalled menare rempted to exercife it : and by 133&%%’ :
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afide the officars appointed hereunto by Chrift, theburden is caft
on the weakeft men. -~ . ey bt i v

~ §. 15. Yea 7. By this mesns many Minifters themfelves
underftanding not the Nature and excent of their own Office,
when theydo but preach to any that ate not of the Church thac
they have charge of , imagine that they preach but asmeer Lay-
men; andif they preach for theéConverfion of unbelievers,they

more inconveniencesthen I thall now exprefs.. =

. §.16. Aod 8. Which is worft of all, by fuppofing thatno
inifters are now to, be appointed for the Cpnyerﬁ_on of Inﬁ ’
dels, and gatheriog and. planting Churches; it is corae to pals
that the moft neceffary workin all the world is neglected, calt.
off,-and -almoft quite unknown in,the world : except Mr. L5«
ots and afew with himin New England, and fome ofthe Jefu-
ites and: Fryars in the Eaff-Indies and A'merica, whe have
been fent.; orhave adventured themfelves for the Converting
of the Nations, | Wereit but known and confidered , how much
of the Will of Jefas Chrift is to be. fulfilled by this moft blefled -
work , Princes would-have ftudied it, and contributed their af- -
fiftance ; and many would have been ready tobave offered them-
felvesto God for the work, when now it is looked on as no part’
of our duty, not only becaufe that fluggifhnelsand cowardize -
callethiit impoffible, and the adventure unreafonable ; but alfo
becanfewe think it' was a work that was proper -tor Apofties -
and Evangelifts ; and Minifters are now tyed to theit proper =
?Od“ .And thus the poor: unbelieving world is left in thei
in. : i

$o17. And -9, 1! doubt by this miftake and neglett we for-
feit the benefiv of; that fpecial- promife, in to0 great a mealure.
Mat. 28. 20. and mils ofthat eminentafliffance snd prefence.
of Chriftwith our: Miniftry, thae otherwife we might expeét..
Ifwe did go into: the world, and preach the Gofpel to the Ne=:
tions(baving ufed.ourindnftry firft to learn their languages, ) «
we tmightiexped that-Chrift would ‘alwayes be with-us to the:
end of che world; in-a way: of .affiftance sud owning of our.
Labours, anfwerable to our engagements for bim, and {ervice
tohim. Were we deeplicr-engaged for Chrift, and did with
Pezer calt our felvesinto theSea, or walk on the Waters 'E: b‘;s

* ¥ ‘ >

profefsit to bemnoad oftheir office: whichisana& thathath \
|
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Calt, we fhould find Chrifta®ing asif he were anfwerably en-
gaged for our indemnity, or at lealt for our eminent encourage”
ment and reward. If ever we might expe& Miracles again, It
would be upon our engagement in the anticat work ; though I
know that even for this they are now no more neceffary, nor I

think, promifed. : B0 . 5 s
§. 18. And ‘10 We do hereby feem to accufe Chrift u’,‘".’m.y .
~ of Murability, fuppofing that he had fetled one fort of Miniftry
and Government in his Church for one Age only,and then chang-
ed it for another, thatis ever after to continue alone. 1 knoW
the excraordinary work of thatage (to planc Churches by ne¥
do&rine ani Miracles, ‘and reveal thenew Articles of Faith and
Pratice in Scripture to the world ) did require foch enable--
ments thereto, which ordinary‘works do not require: and cher¢-
fore the A pofties, asimmediatly fent, and ‘as inditing Scr1pturcs,
and working Miracles, and Prophetically bringing new Reve-
lations have no Succeffors. But the Apoftles as preaching t0 thc
Nations;and as planting Churches, and as fetling them,and tsking®
care of their profpericy after they had planted them, and ds €x~
eccifing their Miniftry itinerantly,as not fixed to a fpecial charge;
thus they have Succeffors, the work being ordinary, and fuch as
fhould be done now as well asthen ; and muft continue while
theneceffity of it doth contioue. - Yl THSEN

§- 19. There needeth no other proof of this, then by ob-
ferving that it was not Apofties only, but 4/ the Miniftry st ficft,
that was thus unfixed and itinerant ; and that the Apoftles af-
fumed fuch to their affi tance,and employed them all cheir d3y¢

. in this work. 5 :

6. 20, The feventy Difciples -as well -as Ithe Apoftles
were at firft by Chrift fent forth in this“i'_ltiacmnt-wﬁ}"rfg‘
the Converfion of theinhabitantsof adea. And thus 7obn 10
Bap:ift had preached before them, = Aad after Chrilts gefur'
re&ionand A‘enfion, it was not only the Apoftles, but it w:i

« they that were fcattered abroad, that went everywhere pr,c&iJ :
ing the Word, 48.8.4.-And who wereithefe?" [ A&-S-fl;-*TSZ
were all [castered abmoad througbons the regions of judzﬁ-"ﬂ"df ed
maria, exceps she Apoftles. } And the Evangelifts of .thOfC £ime

~ are confefled to have exercifed this Itinerant Miniftry :,fq A

< Barnabas; Silas, Mark. Epapbroditas, T ychicss , T’;{’:;’;”b; ’

@
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Timothy, Tirhs, Luke, and others ordinarily.It was the firft and
moft ordinary way then of exercifing the Miniftey.

§. 21. And if we lived our felves in Heathen or Infidel
Countreys, we fhould be foon taught by experience, thac this
muft be ftill an ordinary work. For what elfe is to be done till
perfons be converted and brought into the Church? They muft
be made Difcipies before they can be ufed as Difciples, and
tainght to obferve all things that Chrift hath commanded.

§. 22. But againft this itis objected, 1. That ke Apoftles
were extraordinary Officers, and therefsre have no S ncceffors. To
which I anfwer, 1. That I have before fhewed in what they
were extraordinary, and in what not : in what they have no Suc-
ceffors, and in what they have.  As Apoftles fent immediatly by
Chrift to Reveala new do&rine, and confirm it by Miracles;they
have no Succeffors : but as general Minifters of Chrift to converc
fouls, plant Churches, and take a care of masy, they have Suc-
ceffors ; call them by what name you pleafe. 2. And whatif
the Apoftles have no Succeffors? Had the feventy Difciples
none ? Had Apolle, Titns, Timothy, Silas, Barnabas, 8c. none 2,
Had allthe Itinerant converting Minifters of thofe times none,
that were not affixed as Paftorsto a particular‘Church ?

§. 23. Obj. 2. Barat leaft in the extent of shesr charge the
"Apoftles were extraordinary, inthat they were to preach the Gofpel
2o all Nations. 1anfwer ; in point of exercife, being furnifhed
with tongues and Miracles for the work, they were obliged to
go further, or to more Nations then moft parcicular Minifters are
now obliged to go : but that is not becaufe we want Authority,
if we had abilicy and opportunity, butbecaunfe we want ability
and opportunity to exercife our Office. TheA poftles were not
bound to go into every Nation of the world, inclufively ; bot
to avoid none, but go to all, thatis, to as many as they could-
Otherwife they had finned in not going to Mexico, Per#, e
file, the Philippine or Molucce Iflands, to T4pon, China, &¢.
And it is osr duty to extend our Miniftry for the Convcrﬁog By
as many as we have Ability and opportunity to do. That which
was common to the planring and watering Miniftry 10 the Apos
files dayes, was not proper to the Apoftics: but to goup and

down the world to Convert, and Baptize, and plant, and water
Oo Churches.

\W‘,ﬂ;#,_-_,/ g¥
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C hurches was then common to fach ( as 4polls, Silas, &¢-)
therefore, . .

§. 24. Obj. 3. Bur (fay others ) the Apoftles were not &
Laf} fiich nnfixed Minifiers as you imagine, but fixedDioce/an By
foeps. Peter was Bifhop of Antioch firft, and of Rome df‘"’r‘
Paul was Bifhop of Rome : James of Jerufalem, ¢e. — Anl.
That any Apoftie was a fixed Bifhop, taking on him dsrante Vs
ta the fpecial Paltoral charge of one particular Church or Dio~
cefls, as his peculiar, is 1. Barely affirmed, and therefor; not to
be believed. 2. And iscontrary both to the tenor of their Com-
miffion, and the Hiftory of their Miniftrations. Asd 3. Is
alfo contrary to Charity it felf, and therefore is not worthy of
any credit.  The Apofties were not fo lazy or uncharitable, as t0
affix themfelves to Parifhes or Diocefles, and leave the Nartons
of the world in their unbelief; and to ceafe the work that they
were firft fent ouc upon, before the neceflity of it ceafed. Peter

_ and Paul were Bithops of Rome, as they were of other Church-

es which they planted and watered, and no more: even as Pax
was Bithop of Lphefus, Philippi, Corinth, &c. And fames wss
either no Bifhop of ferufalem, or no Apoftle ( but as many
think, another fames. ) Indeed pro tempore not only an Apoftle,
but other Itinerant Minifters were Bifhops of the places where’
they came ; thatis, were Officers of Chrift,that might exer cife
any a& of their Office ( Teaching, Governing, adminiftring
Sacraments, ¢-c.) 1o any people that gave them a Call, or fo
far as opportunity and need required. And foI doubt not but
every Minifter now may do in any Church on earch. If be be
invited to ftay a day, or weck, or monthamong them, and do the
work of a Minifter, yea or if he beinvited but to preach a Ser-
mon to them, he may do it, not asa private man, but as a Mint-
fter in general, and as their Teacher or Paftor pro tempere, & ad
hoc, that give him the invication. For though the firt Call to
the Miniftry, {eparating us to the Gofpel of God, do give us our
Authority in general to perform any Minifteriala& ; yet I have
before thewed that a further Call is neeedfull for the particular
exercife of this power :and this is ufually by the people : who
may fometime call a man to be their Rtated Paftor, and fometime
but to exercife fome one Paftoral a&, or elfe to exercife all but pre
tempore, as there is need. :
§. 25
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§. 25. And by this means it came to pafs that theline of Suc:
cefsion in many Churches is drawn down from the Apoftles, by
Eunfebins, Hicrom, and other antient writers.. Not becaufe the
Apoltles were the ftated fixed Bifhops of thofe Churches, as the
_ Succeffors were ; but becaufe they firlt planted and Governed
~ them, and were their Bifhqps pro temspore till they had fetled Bi-
fhops over them ; and then went and did the like by other places
fo that one Apoftle, or Evangelift, or unfixed Minilter, might be
the root of Succefsion to many Churches, evenas many as they
firft planted : but their Succeffors had but ope Church.

§. 26. Obje®, 4. BurWhat ufe is there among us for [uch
Minifters as thefe, when all the Nations are Converted from Infide-
lity already? Anfw. 1. If there were no ufe of fuch with us,
we muft rot forger the lamentable necefsity of them abroadin
the world. 2. AsIbefore faid, experienceof theignorance and
unbelief of many about us in the beft Parithes, doth caufe me

eafily to believe that in /reland, and part of Scotland, and walest

and other places wherefetled Miniftersare few, fuchan Itinerant
Miniftry is of neceffary ufeamongus. 3. Bur yet where there
are fetled Teachers enough, they may be fpared : for if we had
Parifhes that had not che knowledge of Chrift, it is a greater
work of ‘mercy to fucha Parith, to fettlea converting Teacher
among them to fit them for a Church-flate, that fothey may
have frequent Teaching, thento fendthem buc now and then a
Sermon. But where Minifkers are not fo plentiful,ic were a great

fia for an able man to confine himfelf to one Townor Pariil, -

and negle& the Countrey round abour, 4. And alfo there is ufe
for Itinerants to water and take care of the Chprchcs which are
planted, asthe A poftlés and otbers formerly did. : \
§. 27. Concerning thefe unfixed Minifters, I add thefe fol-
lowing Propofitions. 1. Thar fuch Minifters may 'notﬁe'P“V‘
the fixed Paftors of any of their Power : they may. not difable
them from Governing their own Churches as fully as if chere
were no Itinerant Minifters, If they are admitted pro rempore tO
affift the Churches where they come, that will not ensble them
to hinder them, or affume a Lordfhip or a Rule over the Paftors
of the Churches. s .
_ §. 28, 2. TheleItinerant unfixed Minifters, are not fo ob-
liged to perpetual motion, but that they may refide for a confi-
= Qo2  derable
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derable time in a place; eithir for the following on the work of
Converfion, where they finda plenteous harvelt, or for fetling
Churches, or furprefsing herefies or diforders, or becaufe 0
their own difability to travail. And thus Pas/ftaid at and about
Ephefusin Afiathree years, A%.20.31. Their ftay. muft be
pruden:iaily apportioned to their work and opportunitics. )
" §. 29, 3. No Itineranc Minifter can ( of himfelf) exclude
another from his Province, and appropriateit to himfeif,and fay,
Here Iwill work, alone, or here I have greater Authority then yon +
nay it was ufual for thefe Minifters to go by companies, or more.
then one ((as Panl and Barnabas, Paul and Silas, Panl S_Ud
Timothy, Titns, &c.’) fo that it was no mans Province or Dio-
cefs wherethey came.  For they that Convert Souls to.Chn_{E_
and not to themfeives, and Baptize into his name and notin their
own, do know the greatnefs of the work and burden,and there-
foreare glad of all the afsiftance they can get : when thofe that
do nothing, are the men that thru't others out of che Vineyards.

and fay, ThisismyDiocefs or Proviace y you have nothing to di.

tolabonr here. )

_§. 30. 4. Yet may there lawfully and fitly be a Prudential
diftribution or divifion of their Provinces among fuch unfixe

Converting Minifters : for to be all together and go one ways.

muft needs be a negle@ing of moft of the world, and fonora
wilfe or faithful petformance of the work of Chri. And there:

fore fome fhould go one way, and fome another, as may moft -

promote the work.

§..31. And ordinarily it is moft convenient, that there §0-

more then one to the fame people, (and therefore they will not
be like a fixed Diocefan Biftop ) for they have many wayes

need of mutual affiftance.: one would be opprefled with fo great

B

a work, and have many difadvantages in the performances. P and!

ufed not to go alone.

§. 32. The perfonsto be exercifed in this ambulatory Mini-
ftration, may be determined of, and their Provinces diftribute

any of thefe three, waycs, or all togeécher. 1. By the Jadgemeot:

and Confent of Paftors. If many fhall choofe out one, OF tWQ,
or more, as fit for fuch a work, the perfons chofen have reafon t©
obey, unlefs they can prove, or know the Paftors to bemiftaken,

2nd to have.been mifguided in their choice, TheProphets and.
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Teachers of the Church at Anticch muft fend or feparate Sau!
and Barnabas, for the fpecial work in which the Holy Ghoft
would imploy them, ¢4¢.13,1,2. which feems to me, to be but
afecondary Call to fome fpecial exercife of their former Office,.
one way rather then another. Thusalfo by mutual agreement
their Provinces may be allotred and divided.
§. 33. 2. By the Magiftrates appointment and command

alfo, may this be done.. Though he make not Minifters, yex
may he do muchin affigning them their Provinces, Seats, and:
Stations :and it is‘our duty to obey his Commands in fuch cafes.
if they be not plainly deftruive to the Church : much more if
they are beneficial coleB SR LI 90 0 ol &

§+ 34. 3. Alfo by aMinifiers own difcerning of a fit oppor-
tunity to do good, either by the Magiftrates bare permifijon, the
peoples invitation , or their willingnefs, or not oppofing ; of
though they do oppofe, yet fome other advantages for: the work
may be: difcerned, or Hopes at leaft, Now thoughthe Cal of
Ordination mufl be from the Paftors of the Chureh, and neitber
Magiftrates nor people can make us Minifters, yet the Ca// of
Oppertanity may be from the people aud Magiltrate, more com-
monly. then any. And he that isalready a Minifter, needs not
alwayes another Call for the exercifing;of his Miniftry, fave-
only this Call by Opporsunity: He had his Authorityby that
Call that placed him in the Office ; which was done at hrft, znd:
muft be done but orce. But he hath his Opportunity and fatios
for the exercife of that Authority by the people and Magiltrates, .
and perhaps may receive it over and over many times. :

§+ 35..5. This way of exercifing the Miniliry is, ot alike:
neceffiry in.all times and places; but with great variety it 1s-
exceeding neceffary in fome Countreys, .and not. in others, bus
ufetul in fome degree inmoft as I conceive.. - lores s i
. §..36. If the Queftion be, whether fuch a Miniftry benfeful:
ig thefe. Dominions, or. not? I have anfwered before, thatin.
fome darker and.secefficous parts; where ignorance dothreiga, .
and Minifters ( or able onesat leaft ), are fearce, there fuch an;
exercife of the Miniftry is neceffary + but inother parts it is not
of fuch necefsity ¢ yer much work there may befor fuch, or for.
thofe: in the:next Chapter mentioned, in moft Countreys.: of
themtherefore [ thall next fpeak. . 91
%3 E Qo 3: CHAP.




