
mcnt and fupport, and create vexation to your own Conferen­
ces. There are fo many difficulties to be conquered in this work/' 
and fo many fufferings to be endured, that if a man be not clear 
that his Call was good, he is like to be left to great difconoforts. 
We have exceeding great labours to undergo: we have abun­
dance of enemies and impediments to ftrive with: we have 
many a fcorn and unthankful return, and perhaps imprifonmcnt 
or death to undergo: we are our felves, alas.too weak and infuffi-
cient, and muft depend on God for daily helps. And with what 
confidence can you exped his help, i f you Call your felves, and 
enter not by his Approbation ? ' And how will you ever go 
through all this, and fuffer fo much with Chriftian comfort,when 
you cannot fay that you are fent of God, and have nothing 
but your own overweening conceits of it? Could you but fay, 
I i entered by the way that God appointed, and was not my 

v n j u d g e ] you might have fome more boldnefsand confidence 
<jods affiftance. v * vyusdnuiance. 0 

t W 3 , 4 * R ^ a f * t 1 8 T h e m o f t t h a t Pl«ad againft Ordination, 
f o ! A ii »r * n a m e o f f o b e r Chriflians, do plead but 
K wN'ctffitjoi i t , and cannot deny it to be U*f*h™*> 
mould not all the rcafons before mentioned prevail with you to 
J u b m i t t o a / ^ / t h i n g ? 

• Sea. 35, Rcaf I 0 . Andi f kbcthus undenyable, that men 
mui tnocbe the i r^ ju^ge^ it willfoon appear that Mimfiers 
are the ftanding Judges of mens fitnefs for this work, becaufe 
no ower Judges are appointed to i t , or cipable of it. Itmoft be 
an ordinary ftated way of Approbation, that can give us ^ i f " 
Jaaion: for i f God had left the cafe at large, for men to go to 
whom they wi l l , it would be all one as to goto none at all, but 
to be Judges themfelves. Andi f a ftanding way of Approba­
tion muft be acknowledged Jet us enquire where it is to be found : 
a ? u- u - W a y y o u w i U » a n ( i y°u flia11 n ° o t b e r * b u E 

this which is by men of the fame Calling with them that are to 
be.Qrdained. 

Sea. 36. For z. Magiftrates it cannot be: none that I know 
pretend to that. Magiftrates in moft of the world arc Infidels: 
and therefore cannot there be Ordainers: and none of them 
hath the work committed to them by Chrift, nor do any that I 
Jsnow, affume it to thertfelres. 

s « a . 



Se&. 37. And 2. The people it cannot be .-For 1. No man 
can {hew a word of precept or example for i t ; nor prove that 
ever God did give them fuch a power : Confent orEle&ion is alt 
that can be pretended to by them. 2. I t is a'work that they are 
commonly unable for : the Scholars may as well Try -and Ap­
prove of their Schoolmafter. We confefs the People muftbya 
judgement of difcrerion, endeavour to find out the beft they 
^ l u ^ *f t n e Y had not helps, and i f they were alfo called to a 
judgement of dire&ion and decifion, what work would the/ 
make? Do the Maj'or vote, ( o r the Minor either ) in moft or 
almoft any Congregations, underftaed whether a man know 
the meaning of the Scripture, or to be&ble to defend the truth, 
or whether he be Heretical or found in the faith, crc. ? God 
would not fet men on a work that is thus beyond the line of their 
Capacity. It is a thing not to be imagined, that they that call 
us to be their Teacher*, (hould already be common'y able to 
Judge whether we are found or unfound, and able to teach 
them or not: for this importeth that they know already as much 
as we ( f o r wherein they are ignorant, they cannot judge of 
us. ) And i f they know as much already, what need have they 
P ^ o u r J c a c h i n g ? 3. And it is contrary to the fubje&ion and 
inferiority of their Relation; they that are commanded to learn 
and obey us as their Guides, may yet confent or choofe their 
Teachers, when Approved, or to be Approved by abler men 5 
bnt they cannot be imagined to be appointed by God to Ordain 
their own Overfeers: this is a moft ungrounded fiction. 

Seel 38. Reaf. 20. On the other fide, it is thePaftorsof 
the Church, and only they that are fitted to be the {landing Ap­
provers or Ordainers, as will appear in thefe particulars, j , Ic 
1 S they that arc juftly fuppofed to be of competent abilities to 
try a Minifter. I f here and there a Gentleman or other perfon 
ru u t f a a t i s a r a r i t y » a ° d therefore no {landing way for the 
Church in Ordaining Minifters can be gathered thence. 2. M i -
niltcrs are doubly 4c voted to God and to his Church: and there­
fore Ihould have, and ordinarily have, the tendered care of the 
Church. 3, I t is juftly fuppofed tbatMiniftersareordinanly tbe 
moft pious and confcionable men that arc to be had (or els tbey 
are too blame that choofe them to be Minifters J And therefore 
they may be expected to be moft faithful in the work, 4. And 
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they are fewer, and have leffer perverting intereftsand therefore 
are like to be lei's divided in fuch determinations, then thepeople 
that arc fo many, and of fo many imerefts and 
were not for the Moderation of Magnates and Mmifters tncy 
would alraoft everywhere be alt to pieces, one being tor one 
man and another for another ; f<>me for one of this inina ana 
way, andfomefor one of another; fome for the Orthodox 
and fome for the Heretical. 5. Laftly, it is Miniftcrs, whole 
Office God hath tyed Ordination to, and who have time to wa«c 
upon it as their duty -.forhatlay all this together, and 1 trim* 
the firft Propofition is proved, for the Neceflity (ordinari ly 
of the Paftors Approbation, and the finfulnefs of neglect-

^ S e d . 39. Prop. 2. I t isnotonly the Paftors of one particu­
lar Church, but alfo the Paftors of Neighbour chu ches that 
hold Communion with that Church, thatfhould regularly Ap­
prove or Ordain Minifters: though I deny not but he may ne 
a Minifter that hath no Ordination hut by the Paftors oi a 
particular Church, yet I conceive that this is not a regular 
coorfe. 

Sea. 40. Myreafonsarethefe. 1. Becaufe if it be ordinarily 
tycd to the Paftors of the fame Church only to Ordain, then it 
will be done ordinarily without any Paftors at all. For molt 
©articular Churches in the world have but one Paftor: andwnen 
he is dead, there is none left to Ordain ; and therefore others or 
none muft do it tn fuch cafes. , 

Sea. 4 1 . And 2. I f there be one left, and all the power De 
leftin him thewclfareof the Church would run too great an 
hazzard : if every man (hi l l be Ordained a Minifter that can 
procure the Approbation of a (ingle Paftor, the Church will &e 
fubjeaed to moft of the lamentable miicries before mcntioneo, 
fuppoiing that men were judges for tbemfelves. , 

Sea. 42. And 3. We find in Scripture, that it was nottnc 
way appointed by the Holy Ghoft, for fingle Paftors to Ordaifl. 
The forecitcd Texts and examples arc a fuflficient proof. 

Sea 43 I f any fay, that the Ruling Eiders may concur, 1 
anfwer. Though I make no great matter of i t , nor would n 
raife a contention about i t , yet I muft.fay, that I never yet » 
any fatufaaory proof, that ever Cod did militate fuch EWcn 



as this Objeaion meaneth, in the Church : that is. i . Such a* 
are not Ordained, but come in by mcer EieAion. 2. And fuch 
as have the Power of D.fcipline and Overfight without Autho­
rity to preach or adminifter the Sacraments I think theft are 
but humane creatures • though I doubt not but there may be 
fuch as AElmllyfaWforbear preaching and admmiitration 01 tnc 
Sacraments, when fome of their collcagus are fitter f on t . 

Seft. 44. But 2. I f fuch an Office can be proved, I delpaic 
of feeing it proved from Scripture, that they have authority to 
Ordain.3. And how can they have Authority, when moft of 
them have not Ability} And I think it is fuppofed that they have 
not Ability to Preach, in them that deny them Authority* ajBd 
i f they want Ability to Preach, its two to one but they want Abi­
lity to Try and Approve of Preachers. 4- And how come they to 
have Power to Ordain others, that are not Ordained thcmfelves, 
but are admitted upon bare Elcaion? 5. And this courfe would 
proftitute the Churches to unworthy men, as aforefaid. 

Seft. 4$. And 4. I t is not a contemptible Confideration, 
that the chief Paftor of every particular Church , hath ever 
fince the fecond Century at leaft, been Ordained by the Paftors 
of other Churches. And how it was before, we have but ve­
ry defective Evidence, except fo much as is left us in the Holy 
Scriptures, of which wc have fpoke before. 

Sed, 46. And 5. TheChurchof Chnft isaChainof many 
links: a Society united in Chrift the Head, confifting as a Rcpub-
like of many Corporations, or as an Acedemy of many Col-
ledges : and a greater Union and Communion isrequifite among 
them, then among the parts of any other Society in the1 world. 
And therefore feeing i t is the duty of Neighbour Pattorsand 
Churches, according to their Capacity to hold Communion witu 
that particular Church and its Paftors, it feems reasonable tnac 
they have fome antecedent Cognifance * n d Approbation ot wc 
perfons that they are to hold Communion with. 

Seft. 47- And 6. I t is confiderablc alfo, that whoever 11 
according to Chrifts inftitution Ordained a Mimfter or a ' F " 
cular Church, iswithall ( i f not before ) Ordained 
Z h • that is, one that may as a feparated Meffenger of: Chnft, 
bo7h preach for the Converfion of thofe without and gather 
Churcheswhere there are none, and fr9 tmfon 4o the Office 
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of a Minifter, to any part o f the Catholike Church, where he 
cometh and hath a Call. And therefore as he is limply a Mini ­
fter, and the Unconverted world, or the Univerfal Churchare 
the Objeds of his Miniftry, the Paftors or Members of that 
particular Charch where he is fettled, have no more to do in 
Ordaining him then any other. Asa Corporation may choofe 
their own Phyfitian, Scboolmafter, &c. but cannot do any 
more then other men, in Licenfing a man to be in general a Phy­
fitian, Schoolmafter, &c So may a Church choofe who fhall be 
their Teacher, but not who (hall be (imply a Teacher or Minifter 
of Chrift, any more then an other Church may do, that's fur­
ther from him. 

Se&. 48. And 7. Itisalfoconfiderabie, that it is the fafeft 
and moft fatisfa&ory way to the Church and to the Minifter him-
felf, to have the Approbation of many. And it may leave more 
fcruple concerning our Call, when one or two or a particular 
Church only do Approve us. 

Se&. 49. And 8. It i? granted in their writings by thofe 
that are for Ordination by a particular Church only, that the 
Concurrence of more is Lawful: and i f Lawful, I leave it to 
Confederation, whether all the forementioncd accidents make 
it not fo far convenient,as to be ordinarily a plain duty, and to be 
preferred where it may be had. 

Se&. 5 0. Yet do I not plead for Ordination by Neighbour 
Pafto r«, as from a Governing Authority over that particular 
Church: but as from an intereft in the Church Univerfal, and all 
its Officers within their reach, and from an intereft of Commu­
nion with Neighbour Churches. 

Seft. 5 1 . And it is obfervable in Scripture, that the Itinerant 
Minifters, that were fixed and appropriated to no particular 
Church, for continuance, (fuchas the Apoftles and Evangelifts 
were, and Titus, Timothy, and fuch others ; had a Principal 
hand in the worjc of Ordination whereever they came. I t was 
they that Ordained Elders in every City, in every Church. 

Se&. 52. Prep. 3. I f any (hall cull out two or three or more 
4>f the weakeft in judicious, facile Miniftcrs, and procure them 
to Ordain him, hiscourle is irregular, and bis call unfansfa&o-
ry, thoughthe formal part be obtained to the full. For it is 
sot formeer formality, buttofacsfie the perfon calkd, and the 
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Church andtofecuretheMiniftry and facred works and fouls of 
men from injury by Ufurpers, that God hath appointed the 
way of Ordination; And therefore it is fraud, and not obedi-
ence, for any man fo to ufe i t , as to cheat hirafef and the Church 
with a formality, and fruftrate the Ordinance, and mifs its 

Se'a.53. Prep. 4. I f any man, avoiding the Orthodox and 
Unanimous Miniftry, (hall apply himfelf for Ordination to fome 
divided fchifmatical or heretical perfons, that will Approve him, 
and Ordain him, when the others would rejed htm, tnisalio,as 
the former, is fraud and felf-deceit, and not obedience ; upon 
the laft mentioned grounds. I t is the bafeft treacherous kind 
of finning, to turn Gods Ordinances againft himfelf, and to tin 
under the (belter and presence of an inflitution. By ufingthe 
mcansinoppofuiontoitsend, they make it no means, and ufe it 
not as a means at all.Though Paftors muft Ordain yet is it not 
all kind of Paftors Ordination that (hould fatishe ao nonelt 
meaning man; but that which hath the qualifications iuited to 
the Rule and end. , „ . r 

Sec*. 54. In fuch cafes of unjuft entrance, i f the People l in-
fullv comply,and the man have poffefilon,it may be the duty ot 
fome particular perfons, that cannot help i t , ( having ^ n £ h e i r 
own parts in difowning i t ; to fubmit, and not therefore j o 
feparate from the Church, except in dcfperate extraordinary 
cafes (not now to be enumerated-) And all the adminiltrations 
of fuch a man (hall be not only Valid to the i n n 0 S e n t r w

t

i t ^ I

e x - * 
out any fcrupleof conscience may be ufed and received, 
pc&ation of a promifed bleffing. . . , t „ 

Sed . S 5 . B u ^ y e t ^ ^ ^ ^ 
cept in Cafes of Ncceffity ) to difown fuch intruder5 and 
to fufped and fufpend obedience , to thofethat indirect­
ly enter, ( bya few ignorant, or fchifmatica Ordainew, « 
fafing the tryal of the unanimous abler Orthodox Mimitry ; 
till they have either perfwaded the man to procure t t a r App ?-
bation, or have themfelves fought the Judgement j 0 1 ^ c ; ^ 
United ^inifters concerning him. And feeing all the ^ c u e s 
of Chrift (houldbelinktand jointed together , and hold com­
munion and correfpondency, according to their capacities the 
Members of a particular Church are bound m reafon, and to 
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tbofe ends, to advifein fuch fufpicio us cafes with neighbour 
Churches, and not to receive a Paftor that comes in by way or 
Difcord, or tha-: negle&eth or refufeth the concordant way. 
Tor he that entreth in a divifiveway, isliketo govern them ac­
cordingly, and ft ill to {hun the Communion of the Brethren. 

Se&.$6. This Cyprian fully (hews in the fore-mentioned Ep. 
68./>,2o J . perfwadmg the people to (hua the unworthy though 
they were Ordained by Bifhops, adding [Ordinari nonnnnqnam 
indignos, non fecunaum Dei voluntatem, fed fecHtsdum human**, 
pntfumptionem-, & h&c Deo difplicere, qui non veni*nt ex legitim* 
&j*fta Ordinatione, Deus ipfe manifeftat, &c. 3 N e c e . 
fity may juftifte fome things that otherwiie would be irregulari­
ties : but when £ Per urbes fingulas ( that is, in every Cfturch) 
Ordinatifnt Epifcopi, in atateantiqui,infide integri, in prefer* 
probati, in perfecutione profcripti, ille fuper eos ere Are alios pjetido-
Epifcepos audeat ] this is a f a d that the poeplc (hould difown. 
And [£>uine(j,unit*tem fpiritus nec conjuttBionem p*cisebfer-
vat,&fcab Ecclejia vinculo, atq: h Sacerdetum collcgio fep*' 
rat, Epifcopi nec poteflatem poteft habere, nec honorem,amEpf' 
copatus nec unitatem volutt tenere, necpaeem. Cyprian Epift-S2' 
adiAntonian. 

Sect. 57. Prop. 5. Solemn Invcftiture is the laft part of Ordi­
nation, by which the man that by confent of the people and 
himfelf, and by the Paftors Approbation, had received from 
Chrift a Right to the Power and Honour, and Privilcdges, and 
an Obligation to the Duties of the Officers folemnly introduced 
and put in Poffeffion of the place. 

SecT. 58. Though in fome cafes a man may exercife theM»-
niftryupon theforefaid Approbation and Eledion ( which are 
tnoft necefliry ) without this folerun inreftiture,yet is it ordina­
rily a duty, and not to be neglected : And the people ftiould re -
quire the performance of i t : I need not ftand upon the Proof *• 
for it is proved before by what was faid for Approbation, feeing 
ehey have ever gone together. Though fundamentally he be a 
Chriftian that hath entered Covenant with Chrift;. yet before the 
Church he is Vifibly no Chriftian that hath not been Biptized,or 
at leaft made open Profeffion of that Covenant. Though fun­
damentally they are Husband and Wife that are contracted, or 
knit together by private Content± yet infor»Civili, i n L * w 



fence and before men,they mud be folemnly married, or elfe they 
are judged fornicators. And (houid any fantaftical perfons fcek to 
caft by this publick inveftiture or folcmn Marriage, as unnecef-
fary he would but let in common Whoredoms: The fokmnity 
or publication in fuch Cafes is of great Neceffny. And its much 
conduciblc to the greater obligation of Paftor and people to be 
fokmnly engaged together: and to have folemn Prayer for Gods 
blefiin&tendeth to their profperity. . 

Se& 59 When men arc Ordained only to theMtmitry m 
General, it may be done in one place as well as another (that 
isotherwife convenient. ) But i f they are alfo Ordained to be 
Paftors of a Particular Church, it is the fitteft way by far that 
they be Ordained in the face of the Church, that the people and 
they may be mutually engaged,^ Though yet this be not ab« 
folutelv neceffary. . . . 

Sec3t 60 And thus I have difpachr, with the brevity intended, 
this weighty point, concluding with thefetwo reouefts to my 
Brcthrenthatfhallperufeit: i . That before they letout their 
difpleafure againft me for contradi&ing any of their conceits, 
thev would humbly , impartially, and with modeft felf-fufpi-
cion- both ftudy and pray over what they read, and noe temera-
riouhy rufh into the battcll as pre-engaged men. 2. That they 
3 w a v keep the faith and charity, and feif-denyal and tender-
ne s of Chriftians upon their hearts, and the great Ends andJn-
tercft of Chrift and Chriftianity before their eyes; and take heed 

which all true means are appointed, and ™ f t * * / ° , [ M U 

And ^orennto r» few already attainod, 
R*le,*»imi»d the fimethinp, Phil. 3- ]6. R i m i m h ' ' f . ' K Z 

* « * crLmro. And M man, a, ™ l k " % k p « f ' \ ? U 
Bt on thim and Mercj,and onthi lfratl of God, Uai. o. j , 

Fim,ur,<JM*j 19-rfSS-



T h e T h i r d 

D I S P U T A T I O N ^ 

F O R 

S u c h f o r t s o f E p i f c o p a c y , o r 

D i f p a r i t y i n E x e r c i f e o f t h e M i -

n i f t r y , a s i s D e f i r a b l e o r C o n ­

d u c i v e t o t h e P e a c e a n d R e f o r ­

m a t i o n o f t h e C h u r c h e s . 

B y Richard 'Baxter; 

A A A A & A & 

LONDON, 
Printed b y Robert White, f o r Nevil Slmmens^Qok* 

feller in Kederminfier, Anno Pom. * ^ 5 8 * 



/.QDDQJQ 

A N 

E p i l c o p a c y D e f i r a b l e f o r t h e 

R e f o r m a t i o n , P r e f e r v a t i o n ^ a n d 

P e a c e o f t h e C h u r c h e s . 

C H A P . I . 

O f general unfixed TSijhop or **Mm~ 

fiers. 

T is but delufory dealing of -them that 
make the world believe that the qa^ 1 " 
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ed by Bijhops ? This is a thing that is 
commonly granted : But the contro-

verfie is about the Sptties of Evifaw- Not whether Bifioft, 
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bat what fort of Bifliops rtiould be the ordinary Governours ot 
the Church of Chrift? 

And therefore it is alfo very immcthodical and umatis-
fadory of moft that ever I read for Epifcopacy,that plead only 
for Epifc&pacy in General, but never once define that fort of Epif-
copacy which they plead fo r , but go away with it as fmoothly 
when the queftioi? is unftated, as i f they underftood therofelves, 
and others were capable of understanding them j and fo they 
lofe their Learned labours. 

$.3.1 have already in the ftrft Difputation told you among ten 
feveral forts of Epifcopacy, which they be that I think defirable, 
and which I judge tolerable, aad which intolerable. And I have 

n there already given you the Reafons why I judge fuch a general 
unfixed Bilbop to be of ftanding ufe to the Church and world,as 
here we are fpcaking of : and therefore I (hall forbear here 
the repeating of what is faid already. 

§. 4 . That the world and Church (honld ftill have fuch a 
General Itinerant unfixed Ministry, asthatwas of the Apoftles, 
Evangelifls and others, having there already proved, I have 
nothing to do more but to fhew the ufc of i t , and to anfwer the 
objections that fome very learned Reverend Divines have ufed 
againft i t . 

§. S- The principal ufe of a general Miniftry,is for the convert­
ing of the unconverted world, and Baptizing them whencon-
verted,and Congregating their Converts into Church order,and 
fetling them under a fixed Government. And the next ufe of 
them is, to have a Care,according to the extent of their capacity 
and opporunitics^f the Churches which they have thus Congre­
gated and fetled, and which are fetledby other Minifters. 

$.6. Let it be remembred that we are not now difputing of the 
Name, but of the Thing: I t is not whether fuch an Officer of 
Chrift be to be called an Apoftle or an Evangelift, or a Prophet, 
or a Bijhep, or a Presbyter: But whether unfixed general Mi­
nifters, to gather Churches and fettle them, and rake the care of 
many,wirhoutafpecialPaftoral chargeof any one above the relt, 
were appointed by Chrift for continuance in his Church: This 
is it that I affirm >and have already proved. 

§. 7. Nor yet is it any of our Qucflion, Whether the difference 
between thefe central unfixed Minifters and ordinary fixed Pres­

byters, 
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bum , be in point of Authority or of exercife only. Whether 
they aretwodiiHnd Species of the Miniftry, or but one of the 
fame Office in Specie, varioufty exer-cifed : i have given in my 
thoughts of this before, fo far as I can yet reach: But i f it be 
granted that fome (hould ordinarily (xercife their office generally 
and ambulatorily over many Churches.as others ordinarily mult 
excrcifeit fixedly in one particular Church, I (hall not contend 
whether they are to be called One Office or two: nor yet whe­
ther the fixed Minifter may not extraordinarily upon a fpc-
cial reafon, do the fame work as the itinerant Mimfter in 
the fame way. But Minifters there rouft be for both thefe 
work. 

$.8. And thatforae ftiould make the general work before 
mentioned their ordinary bufiaefs, and noc take the paftoral 
Charge of any particular Church, I conceive (belic'es the for­
mer proofs jis further manifeft.i.In that the work of C onvcrting 
Unbelievers, and bringing them intoafitnefs fot Church Com­
munion, is the work that is to go firft, and is the greateft work: 
Its the greateft in weight( prjecifively corifidcred,and as to the 
terminus d quo of the change that it effe&s:) and it is thegrcateft 
in regard of oppofing difficulties; the winning of a foul, which 
rejoyceth Angels, and rejoyceth Jefus Chrift himfelf, will have 
fo much of Satans malice to oppofc i t , and hath fo much 
refinance in the heart of the (inner, that i t requireth the whole 
work ( in ordinary) of thofc Minifters that are fpecially called 
hereunto. 

§. 9. And 2. Withail it commonly falls out, that there are 
fat greater numbers to be converted, then to be Governed after 
Converfion : I f it be not fo in fome Countries ( where the 
face of God hath (hined moft effe&uaHy ) yet in others, and 
in moft it i s even in the far grcateft part of the world. O how 
many millions of fouls are there that perifh for lack of know­
ledge , and know not for want of teaching; and never heard 
of Jefus Chrift in any likely manner to prevail, in all their 
lives ? Surely fuch multitudes of Miferable fouls, yea Nations, 
require Minifters wholly fetupon this work. 

$.10. And 3. I t ordinarily falls out too,that the unconverted 
unbelieving part of the world do live at a great diftance from 
the Churches of Chrift : and therefore the fame man that is 
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Paaor of a Charch hath not opportunity to fpeakto them. 
Or if they live in the fame Country they feldom meet m g r e a £ 
numbminthe feme Affembfe . Andthereorewhen the^ 
ftor is upon his own work, it .srequifice that there belome 

C h u X , a n d L o n g us many that by t h f r 'gnorance or m ^ 
etv we have caufe to judge to be yet no Cl.nftians, are our u 
dina"yhearers, f o t h e P a W t h e a ^ ^ ^ S e 
deavour their converfion, and much fa. tbe r p re*cb n | i 
condition of fuch fouls. But yet thofe mdhons t h a t ' " 0 ™ * ^ 
of the world ( and perhaps ,n InUnd mU>*ndthe H £ a 
e f f a W , too many fuch may be: found: ) that neuine 
what Chriftianity is, nor are the Ordinary hearers Ot a ft 
n i f t ry , and live not within the reach of fuch, flionUl " 
a Converting Itinerant Miniftry for therolelves. d 

». 12. Moreover, 4- T h c P . l t o n l ^ k » « f « ^ g ^ L . 
the charge that we take of-particular Churches, ; d ° u r o " ' f h e 

don to them fo ftrift , that . tw . l l ufually K fel " £ u P o r k 

whole man, and will not allow a; Paftor time * e ° X ^ 
on thofe at a diftance yet uncalled, w.tbout negleamg 
that he hath undertaken to ovecfee. M i n i f t e r s the date 

M 3 . And s.Porwantof fuch general M.nu h e 

of perfonsisinfome places confounded, and trie J ° b e 

Churchare thru* together, as i f there were J o 4 « * b e r e . 
made. Becaufe there are no Min.fters known bu t Paft° > ^ 
fore thereare no People known but as Chnft.an. wn ^ 

* P " f S ; A And 6 Bv the miftaktn fuppofition, that fuch gene -

lay-men upon the greateft: and noblert work ot tne^ 

J l C 0 4 o i r h e t f t o r f o f a 1 S P c & v S s n o t ^ 
X « t t ^ w o r k o ^ 
upan uncalled mea are tempted toexercHe i r * ^ 
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a&ie the officers appointed hereunto by Chrift, the burden is caft 
on the weakeft men. 

15. Yea 7. By this means many Mtnifters shemfelvcs 
underftanding not the Nature and cxecnt of their own Office, 
when they do but preach to any that are not of the Church that 
they have charge o f , imagine that they preach but as meer Lay­
men j and i f they preach for the Converfion of unbetievers,they 
profefsit to be no aft of their office: whichisanad that hath 
more inconveniences then I fhall now exprefo. 

$.16. And 8. Which is worft of all, by fuppofingcbatno 
Minifters arc now to be appointed for the Converfion of inf i ­
dels , and gathering a M planting Churches, i t is come to pais 
that the moft neceftVry work in all the world is neglc&ed, caft 
off, and almoft quiteunknown in tiie world : except WLt.Eli-
ots and a few with him in Neft England, and fome of the Jefu-
ites and Fryars in the Eaft-Indies and ^4mtrica, who have 
been fcnt , or.have adventured themfelves for the Converting 
of the Nations. Were it but known and confidered, how much 
of the Wil l of Jefus Chrift is to be ful/iUed by this moft blelTed 
work , Princes would have ftudied it, and contributed their af-
ftftance; and many would have been ready to have offered them-
felves to God for the work, when now it is looked on as no part 
of our duty, not only becaufe that fluggifhnefsandcowardize 
calleth i t iropoffible, and the adventure unreafonable; but alfo 
becaufe we think it was a work that was proper to Apoftles 
and Evangelifts- and Minifters are now tyed to their proper 
flock. And thus the poor unbelieving world is left in their 
fin. 

$. 17-And Q.I doubt by this miftakeand neglecl we for­
feit the benefit of that fpecial promife, in too great a meafure. 
Mat. 28.20. and mifs of that eminent affi fiance and prefence 
of Chrift with our Miniftry, that othcrwife we might expect.. 
I f we did go into the world, and preach the Gofpei to the Na« 
tions(bavingufedourinduftry firft to learn their languages, ) 
we mightexpecl: that Chcift would alwayes be with us to the 
end of the world 3 in a way of affiftance and owning of our 
Labours, anfwerable to our engagements for him, andfervice 
to him. Were we deeplier engaged for Chrift, and did with 
* W caft our felves into the Sea, or walk on the Waters at bis 
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Call, we fhould find Chrift ading as if he were anfwerably en­
gaged for our indemnify, or at leaft for our eminent encourage­
ment and reward- I f ever we might expect Miracles agam, « 
would be upon our engagement in the anticnt work; though l 
know that even for this they arc now no more necetTary, nor 1 
think,promifed. . M 

$. 18, And l o. We do hereby feem to accufe Chrift on jultiy 
of Mutability, fuppofing that he had fctled one fort of Minittry 
and Government in his Church for one Age only,and then chang­
ed it for another, that is ever after to continue alone. * know 
the extraordinary work of that age ( to plant Churches by new 
doftrine an i Miracles, and reveal the new Articles of Faith and 
Practice in Scripture to the world ) did require fuch enable­
ments thereto, which ordinary works do not require • and there­
fore the Apoftles, as immediatly fent, and as inditing Scriptures, 
and working Miracles, and Prophetically bringing new R e V5" 
lationshavenoSucceflors. But the Apoftles as preaching to toe 
Nations,and as planting Churches, and as fetling them,and taking 
care of their prosperity after they had planted them, and as ex-
coifing their Miniftry itinerantly,as not fixed to a fpecial charge, 
thus they have SuccefTors, the work being ordinary, and iucoi a 
(hould be done now as well as then • and muft continue wntie 
theneceffity of it doth continue. , . 

§i 19. There needeth no other proof of this, then by OD-
ferving that it was not Apoftles only, but all the Miniftry at tint, 
that was thus unfixed and itinerant j and that the Apon» ej a l " 
fumed fuch to their affi tance,and employed them all their daye 

. in this work. A 1 

$. 20. The feventy Difciples as well as the ApoM-* 
were at firft by Chrift fent forth irt this Itinerant way,to 
the Converfion of the inhabitants of fndaa. And thus fob* toe 
Baprift had preached before them. And after C h n l t i R « w 
region and A rcenfion, irwas not only the Apoftles, but it w 

• they that were fcattered abroad, that went everywhere preaci 
ing the Word, And who were thefc ? £ A&.8 .1 . •' 
were all [cattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea an • * 
maria, except the Apoftles. ] And the Evangelifts of thole tun 

*• arcconfeffcd to have exercifed this Itinerant Miniftry :io 
: Barnabas, Silas, Mark. EpAphroditus, Tjebkm , r t ^ f ^ 
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Timothy, Titus] Luke, and others ordinarily. Ic was the firft and 
moft ordinary way then of exercifing the Miniftry. 

$. 21. £nd i f we . lived our (elves in Heathen or Infidel 
Countreys, we fhould be foon taught by experience, that this 
muft be ftili an ordinary work. For what elfe is to be done t i l l 
perfons be converted and brought into the Church ? They muft 
be made Dlfcipies before they can be ufed as Difciples, and 
taught to obfervc all things that Chrift bath commanded. 

§. 22. But againft this it is objected, I . That the Apftles 
were extraordinary Officers, and therefere have no Succejfors. To 
which I anfwer, i . That I have before (hewed in what they 
were extraordinary, and in what not: in what they have no Suc-
ceflbrs, and in what they have. As Apoftles fcnt immediatly by 
Chrift to Reveal a new dodrine, and confirm ic by Miracles3thcy 
have no Succeffors; but as general Minifters of Chrift to converc 
fouls, plant Churches, and take a care of maBy, they have Suc-
ceflbrs; call them by what name you pleafe. 2. And what i£ 
the Apoftles have no Succeflbrsr Had the feventy Difciples 
none f Had Apolh, Titus, Timothy, Silas, Bam Abas, &c. none ? 
Hadallthe Itinerant converting Minifters of thefe times none, 
that were not affixed as Paftors to a particular Church ? 

§ . 2 3 . Obj. 2. Bmatleaft in the extent of tbetr charge the 
'Apoftles were extraordinary, in that they were to preach the Gofpel 
to all Nations. I anfwer , in point of cxercife, being furmftied 
with tongues and Miracles for the work, they were obliged to 
go further,or to more Nations then moft parcicular Minifters are 
now obliged to go : but that is not becaufe we want Authority, 
i f we had ability and opportunity, butbecaufe w e . w a n t j r ^ 
and opportunity to exercife our Office. The Apoftles were noe 
bound to go into every Nation of the world, mcluhvely, our 
toavoidnone,butgotoall, that is, to as many as they coma. 
Otherwife they had finned in not going to Mexico, Peru, 
file, the Philippine or Molucco Iflands, to fapon, 
And it is our duty to extend our Miniftry for the Convcrlion or 
as many as we have Ability and opportunity to do. } n a . c W l 

was common to the pUntingand watering Mmftry rn tne /vpoj 
files dayes, was not proper to the Apoft te : but to go up and 
down the world to Convert, andBaptixe, and P ^ J ^ J ^ 



Churches was then common to fach ( a's Apollo, Silas, & c J 
therefore, &c. 

$. 24. Obj . 3. £#f ( fay others) the Apeftles were not at 
la(l fitch unfixed Minifters asysu imagine, but fixed*Diocefan 
/fcep/. Peter was Bijhop of Antioch fir ft, and of Rome after : 
Paul jp*jr 2?J[/&I?/> <?/ Rome : James Jerufaiem, &c. Anf. 
That any Apoftle was a fixed Bitllop, taking on him durante vi­
ta the fpecial Paftoral charge of one particular Church or Dto* 
cefs, as his peculiar, is f . Barely affirmed, and therefore not to 
be believed. 2. And is contrary both to the tenor of their Com-
mif i ion , and the Hiftory of their Miniftration*. And 3. Is 
alfo contrary to Charity it felf,and therefore is not worthy or 
any credit. The Apoftles were not fo lazy or uncharitable, as to 
affixthemfelvcstoPariiliesorDioceflcs, and leave the Nations 
of the world in their unbelief; and to ceaferhe work that they 
were firft fent out upon, before the neceffity of it ceafed. Peter 
and Paul were Bifhops of Romey as they were of other Church­
es which they planted and watered, and no more: even as Paul 
wasBifhopof Epbefus,tPhilipph Corinth, &c. And fames was 
either no Biftiop o f ferufalem, or no Apoftle ( but as many 
think, another fames.) Indeed pro tempore not only an Apoftle, 
but other Itinerant Minifters were Bifliops of the places where 
they came -, that is, were Officers of Chrift, that might exercife 
any act of their Office (Teaching, Governing, adminiftring 
Sacraments, &c.) to any people that gave them a Call, or fo 
far as opportunity and need required. And fo I doubt not but 
every Minifter now may do in any Church on earth. I f he be 
invited to ftay a day, or week, or month among them, and do the 
Work of a Minifter, yea or i f he be invited but to preach a Ser­
mon to them, he may do it, not as a private man, but as a Mini­
fter in general, and as their Teacher or Paftor pro tempore, & ad 
hoc, that give him the invitation. For though the firft Call to 
the Miniftry, feparating us to the Gofpcl of God, do give us our 
Authority in general to perform any Minifterial a d ; yet I have 
before (hewed that a further Call is neeedfull for the particular 
exercife of this powerand this is ufually by the people: who 
may fometime call a man to be their ftated Paftor, and fometime 
but to exercife fome one Paftoral a <3t, or elfe to exercife all but pre 
tempore, as there is need. 

M S -
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§. 25. And by this means ic came to pafs that the line of Sue-

cefsion in many Churches is drawn down from the Apoftles, by 
Eufebius, Hierom, and other antient writers. Not becaufe the 
Apoftles were the ftated fixed Bilhopsof thofe Churches, as the 
SuccefTors were ; but becaufe they firft planted and Governed 
them, and were their Bilhops pro tempore till they had fetled Bi-
fhops over them; and then went and did the like by other places 
fo that one Apoftle, or Evangelift, or unfixed Minifter, might be 
the root of Succefsion to many Churches, even as many as they 
firft planted : but their Sueceflbrs had but one Church. 

26. Objedt. 4. But What ufe is there among us for fuch 
Minifters as thefe, rvhen all the Nations are Converted from Infide­
lity already} Anftv. I . I f there were no ufe of fuch with us, 
we muft rot forget the lamentable necefsity of them abroad in 
the world. 2. As I before faid, expericnceof the ignorance and 
unbelief of many about us in thebeft Parilhes, dothcaufe me 
eafily to believe that in Ireland, and part of Scotland, and Wales} 
and other places where fctled Minifters are few, fuch an Itinerant 
Miniftry is of neceltary ufe among us. 3. But yet where there 
arc fetled Teachers enough, they may be fpared : for i f we had 
Parifhes that had not the knowledge of Chrift, it is a greater 
work of mercy to fuch a Parifh, to fettle a converting Teacher 
among them to fi t them for a Church-ftate, that fo they may 
have frequent Teaching, then to fend them but now and then a 
Sermon. But where Minifters are not fo plentiful.it were a great 
fin for an able man to confine himfelf to one Town or panfh, 
andneglcd the Countrey round about. 4. And alfo there is ute 
for Itinerants to water and take care of the Churches which arc 
planted, as the A poftles and others formerly did. 

$• 27. Concerning thefe unfixed Minifters, I add thefe fol­
lowing 'Propositions. 1. That fuch Minifters may not deprive 
the fixed Paftors of any of their Power: they may not dilaule 
them from Governing their own Churches as fully as i f there 
were no Itinerant Minifter*. I f they are admitted;™ tempore to 
affift the Churches where they come, that will not enable them 
to hinder them, or aflume a Lordlhip or a Rule over the Paftors 
of the Churches. 

$. 28. 2. Tbefe Itinerant unfixed Minifters, arc not fo ob­
liged to perpetual motion, but that they may rcfide for a confi-
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dexable time in a place,' either for the following on the work of 
Conversion, where they find a plenteous harveft, or for fetlinfi 
Churches, or furprefsing herefies or diforders, or becaule or 
their own difability to travail. And thus T W f t a i d at and about 
Ephe/uAn Afia three years, ^# .20 .3 .1 . Their ftay muft be 
prudemiaily apportioned Co their work and opportunities. 

§. 29. 3- No Itinerant Miniftcr can ( of himfelf) e X y a d c 

another from his Province, and appropriate it to himfeif,and fay, 
Here Iw ill work, alone, or here I have greater Authority then yon 1 
nay it was ufual for thefe Minifters to go by companies, or f n o r ^ 
then one (as Paul and Barnabas, Paul and Silas, PanU^-
Timothy, Titus, & c . ) fo that it was no mans Province or D»o-
cefs where they came. Tor they that Convert Souls to Chrilt 
and not to themfelves, and Baptize into his name and not in their 
own, do know the greatnefs of the work and burdened there­
fore are glad of all the afciftancc they can g*t: when tbofe that 
do nothing, are the men that thruft others out of the Vineyard, 
and fay, This is my Diocefs or Province ; ym have nothing to dz 
to labour here. ) . . 

§. 30, 4. Yet may there lawfully and fitly be a Prudential 
difiribution or divifion of their Provinces among fuch unfixed 
Converting Minifters: for to be all together and go one way, 
muft needs be a negleding of moft of the world, and fo not a 
wife or faithful performance of the work of Chrift. And there­
fore fornefhou Id go one way, and fome another, as may molt 
promote the work. 

$. 31. And ordinarily it is moft convenient, that there go 
more then one to the fame people, (and therefore they will not 
be like a fixed Diocefan B i l l o p ) for they have many wayes 
need of mutual afiiftance: one would be opprclTcd with fo great 
a work, and have many difadvantages in the performances, Paul 
ufed not to go alone. 

§. 32. The perfonstobeexercifed in this ambulatory Mim-
ftration, may be determined of, and their Provinces diftributed 
any of thefe three wayes, or .all together. 1. By the Judgement 
and Confent of Paftors. I f many fhall choofe out one, or two, 
or more, as fie for fuch a work, the perfons ehofen have reafon to 
obey, unlefs they can prove,or know the Paftors to be<miftaken, 
an.4 to have vbeen mifguided in their choice, .The Prophets and 

— ' " ": '' "~ Teachers. 
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Teachers of the Church at Antioch muft. fend or feparate Saul 
and Barnabas, for the fpecial work in which the Holy Ghoft 
would imploy them, v4bl,i3.1,2. which feems to me, to be but 
a fecondary Call to fome fpcciai exercife of their former Office, 
one way rather then another. Thus alfo by mutual agreement 
their Piovinces may be allotted and divided. 

§. 33- 2. By the Magiftrates appointment and command 
alfo, may this be done. Though he make not Minifters, yet 
may he do much in affigning them their Provinces, Seats, and 
Stations-..and it is our duty to obey his Commands in fuch cafss 
if they be not plainly deftrudive to the Church : much more i f 
they are beneficial to it.-

§. 34. 3. Alfo by aMiniftcrsown difcernir-g of a fit oppor­
tunity to do good, either by thejvlagiftrates bare perm flion, the 
peoples invitation, or their willingnefs, or not oppofing , or 
though they do oppofe, yet fome other advantages for the work 
may be difcerned, or Hopes at leaft. Now though the Call of 
Ordination muft be from the Pallors of the Church, and neither. 
Magiftrates nor people can make us Minifters, yec the CW/of 
Opportunity may be from the people aud Magiftrate, more com­
monly then any. And be that is already a Minifter, needs not 
alwayes another Call for the cxercifing;of his Miniftry, lave 
only this Call by Opportunity. He had his Authority by that 
Call that placed him in the Office • which was done at f i rf t , f nd 
muft bedonebutorce. But he hath his Opportunity and fiation 
for the exercife of that Authority by the people and Magiitrates* 
and perhaps may receive it over and over many times. 

$. 35» 5> This way of exercifing the Miniftry is.not alike 
neccfTary in all times and places, but with great variety- it is 
exceeding neceflary in fornc Countrey s, ] and not in others, but 
ufeful in fome degree in moft as I conceive. 

§• 36. I f the Queftion be, whether fuch a Miniftry beufeful 
in thefe Dominions, or not ? I have anfwered before, chat in 
fome darker andceceftkous parts, where ignorance, doth reign^ 
and Minifters ( or able ones at leaft ) are fcarce* there .fuch aa 
exercife of the Miniftry is necef&ry but in other parts it is not 
of fuch necefsity l yet much work there may befor fuch, or. for 
thoffrin tbe ; next Chapter mentioned, in moft Countreys ; oC 
them therefore I {hall nextfpeak, 
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