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Teachers of the Church at Anticch muft fend or feparate Sau!
and Barnabas, for the fpecial work in which the Holy Ghoft
would imploy them, ¢4¢.13,1,2. which feems to me, to be but
afecondary Call to fome fpecial exercife of their former Office,.
one way rather then another. Thusalfo by mutual agreement
their Provinces may be allotred and divided.
§. 33. 2. By the Magiftrates appointment and command

alfo, may this be done.. Though he make not Minifters, yex
may he do muchin affigning them their Provinces, Seats, and:
Stations :and it is‘our duty to obey his Commands in fuch cafes.
if they be not plainly deftruive to the Church : much more if
they are beneficial coleB SR LI 90 0 ol &

§+ 34. 3. Alfo by aMinifiers own difcerning of a fit oppor-
tunity to do good, either by the Magiftrates bare permifijon, the
peoples invitation , or their willingnefs, or not oppofing ; of
though they do oppofe, yet fome other advantages for: the work
may be: difcerned, or Hopes at leaft, Now thoughthe Cal of
Ordination mufl be from the Paftors of the Chureh, and neitber
Magiftrates nor people can make us Minifters, yet the Ca// of
Oppertanity may be from the people aud Magiltrate, more com-
monly. then any. And he that isalready a Minifter, needs not
alwayes another Call for the exercifing;of his Miniftry, fave-
only this Call by Opporsunity: He had his Authorityby that
Call that placed him in the Office ; which was done at hrft, znd:
muft be done but orce. But he hath his Opportunity and fatios
for the exercife of that Authority by the people and Magiltrates, .
and perhaps may receive it over and over many times. :

§+ 35..5. This way of exercifing the Miniliry is, ot alike:
neceffiry in.all times and places; but with great variety it 1s-
exceeding neceffary in fome Countreys, .and not. in others, bus
ufetul in fome degree inmoft as I conceive.. - lores s i
. §..36. If the Queftion be, whether fuch a Miniftry benfeful:
ig thefe. Dominions, or. not? I have anfwered before, thatin.
fome darker and.secefficous parts; where ignorance dothreiga, .
and Minifters ( or able onesat leaft ), are fearce, there fuch an;
exercife of the Miniftry is neceffary + but inother parts it is not
of fuch necefsity ¢ yer much work there may befor fuch, or for.
thofe: in the:next Chapter mentioned, in moft Countreys.: of
themtherefore [ thall next fpeak. . 91
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CHAP. II

Of fixed Paftors that alfo participate i
the work of the unfixed.

e

$\8 T is not only the snfixed Minifters that may

OF lawfully do the fore-defcribed work, butthe
8 fixed Paftors of particular Churches may

take their parc of it ; and ordinarily thould

do fomewhat toward it : though not fo much

asthey that are wholly in it.

§. 2. 1 fhall here (hew you, 1. What fuch maydo. 2. On

“what terms. 3. Andthen I fhall prove it. And 1. They may

as Minifters of Chrift, go abroad to preach where there are ma-
ny ignorant or ungodly people in order to their Converfion:
2. They may help to €ongregate Believers into holy Societies,

- whereit isnotalready done. 3. They may Ordain them Elders

in fuch Churches as they Congregate. 4. They may oft enquire

after the welfare of the Neighbour Churches, and go among

them, and vific them, and {trengthen them, and admonifhthe
Paftors to do their duries, 5. They may inftru& andreach the
Paftors in publike exercifes. 6. They may exercife any adsof

- Worthip or Difcipline upon the people of any particular Church,

which giveth them a due invitation thereto. 7. They may pub-
likely declare that they willavoid Communion with an impious
or heretical Church or Paftor. : il o0
§. 3. But 2. As to the mode or terms, it {hould be thus
performed. 1. No Paftor of a fingle Church muft leave bis
flock a day or hour without fuch neceffary bufinefs as may prove

his Call to do fo. We muft not feign a Cali when we have non:) ;
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or pretend necefsities. He that knows his obligations to his par-
ticular charge, and the work thagis there to be done, gne;hmks
fhould not dare to be {tepping afide, unlefs hebe fure i is toa
greater work. .

§« 4. And 2. No Paftor of a Church fhould be bufie to play
the Bifhop in another mans Diocefs, nor fufpect or difparage
the parts or labours of the proper Paftor of that Church, ill
the fufferings or dangers of the Church do evidently warrant
bim, and call him to affift them.

§. §. 3. No Minifter of Chrift fhould be fo proud as to
overvalue his own parts, and thereupon obtrude himfelf where
thereis no need of birma ( though there might be need of others)
upona conceit that he is ficter then other men to afford afsiftance
to his Brethren. When thecafeisreally fo, he may judge it fo:
efpecially when his Colleagues or- fellow Minifters judge fotoo,
and defire him to the work : but Pride muft not fend out Mini-
fters.

§. 6. 4. A Minifter that bath divers fellow Presbyters at home,
to teach and gnide that Church in his abfence,may better go eut
on afsifting works then other men. And fo may he that bath
help that while from Neighbour Presbyters, or that hath fuch
a charge asmay bear his abfence for that time, without any
great or confiderable lofs. :

" §. 7. 5. And a man that is commanded outby the Magi.

ftrate, who may make hima Vifiter of the Churches near him, -

may lawfully obey; when it would not have been fit to have
done it without fucha command, or fome equivalent motive.

§. 8. 6. A manthat is carneftly invited by Neighbour-Mini-

fters or Churches, that call outto him, Come and help #s, may
have comfort.in his undercaking,if he fee a probability of doing
greater good then if hedenyed them, andif they give him fa-
tisfa&ory reafons of their Call.

§= 9. 7. Menof extraordinary abilities, fhould make them
ascommunicative and ufeful to allas pofsibly they can : and
';33’ not fo eafily keep their retirements, as the Weak may

0. ; '

§. 10. 8. And laftly, No man fhould uponany of thefe pre-
tences ufurp a Lordfhip over his Brethren, nor take on him to
 be the ftated Paftor of Paftors, or of many Churches as his f;’:l
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.cialCharge. Ttisonethingto do the common work of Mini-
fiers abroad, by fecking mens Converfion, and the planting of
Churches, or elfe to afford afsiftance to many Churches for their
prefervation, eftablifhment or increafe : and its another thing t0
take charge of thefe Paftors and Churches, as the proper Bifhop
or‘Overfeer of them. The former may be done; butl know no
warrant for the later.

§. 11. That fixed Minilters may do all thefe forementioned
works, with the aforefaid Cautions, I fhall briefly prove. 1. By .
fome general Reafons, fpeakingto the whole ; and 2. By g0-
ing over the particulars diftin&ly, and giving fome reafon for
each part. /

¢ 12, And 1. Ttis cercainthat a Minifter dothnot ceafe to’
bea Minifterin general, nor to bean Officer authorized £0 feek
the Difcipling of them without, and Congregating them, by his
becoming the Paftor of a particutar Church : therefore he ‘may
ftill do the common works of the Miniftry where he hatha Call,
as well as his Paftoral fpecial work to them that he hath taken
fpecial care of.” As the Phyfitian of an Hofpital or City may
take carealfo of other perfons, and cure them, fo be negle& not
his charge. . %

§. 13. 2. A Minifter doth not fay by his Relation of Obli-
gations to the unconverted world, nor tothe Catholike Church,
when be affixeth himfelf toa {pecial charge. And therefore he
may do the work of his Relations and Obligations, as gforefaid-
Yeathofe works in fome refpe&s fhou!d be preferred; becaufe
thereis more of Chriftsintereftin the Univerfal Church, of 17
many Churches thenin one ; and that workin which the mofto
our ultimate End is attained, is the greateft work ; that in which
God is moft honoured,the Charch moft edified,and moft honout
and advantage brought to the Gofpel and caufe of Chriﬁ,ﬂlould
. be preferred : But ordinarily thefe are more promoted by the
Communication of our help to many (as aforefaid ) then by
confining it to one particular Church. ~ The commoneft good 1S
the beft. : ; ~

§. 14. 3. Ofc-times the Neceffity of fuch Communicative
tabours 15 fo apparently great, that iwwould be unmercifulnels
to the Churches or fouls of men to negle& them. As in cafe 0
Reforming and fetling Churches { upon which Lm?ﬂ' sh;’;;of;f
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lunvhthon,C‘/sjtmm,Bugenhagim,Pamemnm,Cﬂlﬂiﬂ, and others
were fo oft imployed. ) Asalfo in cafe of refifting fome deftru-
&ive herefies : In which cafe oneable Difputantand prudent
advifer, and perfon that hath intereft in the people, may do
- good to thoufands | even to many Countries, and more then
mulditudes of others could do. And God doth not fet up fuch
lights to puc tinder a bufhell, nor warrant any man to hide his

lents; nor doth he beftow extraordinary gifts for ordinary
fevice only, but would have them ufed to the ucmoft advantage
of his caufe, and for the greatelt good of fouls. O

§. 15. 4. Andit is not the taking up of another calling of
Species of Minifteria] Office : For the Minifiry is one office ( di-
ftin& from that inferiour fort of Miniftry of Deacons) and con=~
taineth the power and obligation of doing all this, when we
have particular Cals: It is buc the exercife of the fame office
which we had before: We do but lay out our felves more in
fome parts or a&sof that office, then moreretired Paftors do.

§. 16. Ands. Itbelongeth to the Magiltrates to rake care of

the Church and the right exercife of the gifts of their fubjec -

Minifters : and thereforeif they command one man more labour
then another,even the Planting,or Vifiting of Churches, it is our
Duty to obey them. :

§. 17. More particu'arly & 1. That 4 fixed Paftor may preach
abroad among ¢ owverted , 1 hope none will deny. It was
the_ ancient cuftom of the fixed Bifhops, befides the feeding of
their flocks, to labour the Converfion of a!l the Countries about
them that were unconverted : The example of Gregory of Neo-
cefarea may fuffice, who found but feventeen Chrittians in tbe

y, but converted not only all that Cicy ( excepe feventeen)
bac alfo moft of the Countries about , and planted Churchesgy
and ordained them Bifhops. And fo have abundance others
done, to the increafe of the Church.

§.18. And 2.That fixed Bifhops may congregate new Chnrohes
where there are none,, of fuch as they or others do convert, 15 in
the forefaid conftant pra&ice of the Paftors of the ancient Chur-
ches, putpaft doubt. But fo, asthatthey ought not to Con-
gregate thofe Churches to themfelves, and make themfelves the
Bithops or Archbihops of them,when they have a {pecial charge
already ;- but only-fettle them under Bifhops of their own: Agd
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this is but by dire@ing them in their duties, and trying the
perfon, and invefting him that is to be their Pafior. W bether one
or more muft do this work, I have fpoken already in the former
Difputation.

§. 19. 3. And that fuch as thus convert a peple, or €on-
gregate them, may ( according to the fore-mentioned Rules )
Ordainthem Paftors, byihe pesples [nffrages or Confent, 19 al-

_fo fufficiently proved in that foregoing difputation:and therefo
may be here paft by.

§.20. 4. And that fuch may take careof all the €hurches
within their veach , [o far as to do thew what good they ¢ans 'S
plain in the Law of Nature that requireth it; and imhegener_al?
commands of the Gofpel fecanding the Law of Nature ; while
we have time we muft do good to all men ; Efpecially to the
houthold of faith. Andits plainin the Nature of the Catholick
Church and of its members, and in the nature cf the work ©
Graceupon the foul. We are tanght of God to [ove oneano=
t!ur: and the End of the Catholick Society is, (‘as of all Socie-
-ties ) the common good, and the Glory of God : and the Nature
of true members is to have the [ame care one for another, that fo
there may be no fchifm in the body , and that they all fuffer and
rejoice with one another, in their hurts, andin their welfare,
I €or: 12.25, 26. Itistherefore lawfull for Paftors to improve
their talents upon thefe common grounds.

§.21. 5. That [ick [err'ed Paftors may Teach or Preach o one
another, isa thing not doubted of among us. For we commonly
practice it ar Lectures and orher meetings of Minifters, 8
formerly was ufual at vifitations, and Convocations. And i
it be lawful to teach Minifters, thenalfo todo thofe leffer things
before and after mentioned.  Yet do we not preach to one 2no-
ther as Rulers over our Brethren, buras Minifters of Cbriff,
and Helpers of them in the work of grace. As when one Phy-
fician healeth another, be doth it asa Phyfitian, helping snd
advifing a Brother in neceffity : but when he cureth one of his
Hofpiral, he doth it as a Phyfitian performing his truft to on€ of

hischarge. Sowhen a Paftor preachethto Paftors. he doth it:

not asa private man, buz asa Paftor obliged to help his Bre~
thren :  Bue when he preacheth to his People , he doth :;::
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one that hath the charge of their fouls,and is their guide to [ife
everlafting. :
§. 22. 6.eAnd that Paflors may exercife aéts of Difcipline and
adminifter the Sacraments to other Congregations, #pen a [uffici-
ent Call, is evident from what is faid already. If they may
Preach to the Paftors themfelves, they may help toRule the
fock: For, as is faid , they ceafe not their Relation to the
“Charch of Chrift in general , by being engaged to one Church
in particular. If general Minifters, fuch as Apofiles, Evan-
gelifts, ¢¢. might adminifter the Sacraments where they came
in Churches that were not any of cheir fpecial chargeabove
others, then may other Minifters of Chrift doit vpona fuffici-
ent Invitation , though the Congregation be none of their
fpecial charge: Andin fodoing, they a& notas private men,
nor yet as the {tated Paftors of that flock, buc as Paltors , Affie
fant to the fated Paftors, and Rulingpro tempore the people
under them in that Affifing way : EvenasaPhyfitian helpeth
~ another in his Hofpital, when he is defired , and the neither
as a Private Ordinary man, nor as Superiour to the Phy-
fitian of the Hofpital, nor asthe ffazed Phyfitian of it himfelf,
but as the temporary affiftans Phyfitian ofit. Or 853 Schoolmafter
helpeth another in his School for a few dayesin Neceffity, as his
temporary affiftant. -
§. 23. 7. And uponthe fame grounds it will follow that ose
Church'or Paftor on juft eccafion may avoid Commannion with
another, anddeclare that they [o vefolve 1o do 3 and this without
ufurping any Jurifdi&ion over them, it being not the cafting
out or Excommunicating of amember of our charge, s the
Rulers of that Church, but the obeying ofa plain command of
the Holy Ghoft, which requireth us to Avoid fuch, and have
0o company or Communion wich them , and with fuch no
not to eat: And therefore it is a fond Argumentation of the
Papifts, that would conclude their Pope to be Headand Go-

vernour *as far as they find heever did excommunicate.
§.24. He that doubtethof any of this, maft not firft enquire,
Whether a Minifer have fo much Power, but firft Whether he
may be obliged tofo much work, and [uffering 85 his duty. And
then he {hall find that if there were no fpecisl examples or com
mands, yet the general commands, which require usto do good
' ' Pp2 while
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while we havetime to all, to be the fervants ofall,and feekitheir
falvation, &c. do as certainly oblige us to particular duties, as if
they were named. .

§.25. Obje®. That cannot be: For, aGeneral command of
doing goodto all, obligeth ot 4 Minifier any more then another
man: Butit obligeth not avother manto Preach, adminifler 54
craments, 8c. therefore it sbligeth mot & Minifter. Anfw. TO
the Major I anfwer, that 1. It may oblige romore, where
it obligeth not mere , as to the Effence of the obligation.
2. The General command obligeth feveral men to feveral a&s
according to their feveral Abiliies , opportunities and ca-
pacities. If all be required to improve their Maflers ftock
or talents, yet all are not required to improve the fame talents,
becaufe they have not the fame: But one hath Riches to improve,
and the general command obligeth him to improve that talent -
And another hath ffrength another intereft and friends , another
wit, and another /earning, andevery man is bound toimprove
what be hath, and not what ke hathnor. The command of DO~
ing good. to all doth obligea Phyfitian to belp to cure men,and
& M agiftrate to benefic them by Geversment, and a Lawyer
by Counfell for their eltates, and a Ainiffer by the works of
8 Minifter, for their falvation. If you fhould fay that [ #his
General commanddeth bind a Magiftrate, or & Phyfitian no more

then ansther man : but it bindeth nor another man to do good- by

Ruling or by Phyfick , therefore neither dath it bind thens; | would
not the fallacg; be obvious? So js it here. «

§. 26. Tt being proved that fuch 4/ ans Afinifferial works
may be performed bya fixed Paftor to@fﬁj&% hir/t{), and withe
inhisreach, it will clearly follow thae convenient means may be
ufed to bring this to performance, and help the Churches to the
actual benefit of fuch Affiltance. And by the three forementi-
ened wayes it may be done. As 1. If the Paftor and People
of any Neighbour Churchi, or the people alone, where there 15
no Church, do invite fuch men to comeand help them. *

§. 27. And 2. The Neigbbour Paftors may agree together
for the perfwading of the fittelt menamong them to undertake
fuch Affiftances: as is ufual in the fetling of LeQures ; andas
in this County we have fuccefsfully for above thefe two years

ufed the helpof four Itinerant Le@urers , that have :ake‘r} theiti‘
s evera
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feveral circuits, one Lords day in four, ( which was every Lords
~day amongthem all ) to help their neighbours.

§. 28. And if the Invitation of a Pcople, or the Agreement
of Paftors may do this; no doubt then but the prudent Govern-
ment of a Magiftrate may do it. And he may appoint Certain
Paftors their boundsand Circnits, andappoint them to afford
convenient affiftance to the Paftors and people within thofe
bounds. And thss he may make them Vifitors of the Chur-
ches and Country abowt them,in which vifitation, they may Tea ch
and do other Minilterial offices by Confent ; and may by the
Magiftrates command, take notice whether the Churches be duly
Conflituted andGoverned,and may acquaint theMagiftrate how
things are ; and may fraternally Reprove the Negligent Paftors
and people where they come; And alfo may provokethem to Re-
formation both of Church- conftitution and Church-adminiftrati=
ons; And thefe vificors may give -notice to the neighbour
Churches,of fuch Paftors as they find unfit for the Miniftry,
that by confent they may be difowned by the reft.

~§.29. And though onc Paftor have not of himfelf ( as a Pa-
ftor ) fo much Power over any of his Brethren, as to require
him to come to him to give him an account of his wayes , yet
1. The Affociated Paltors may defire him to appear among them
to give them fatisfa&ion , when there is mateer of offence : (For
one may better travail to many, then many toone And

_ 2. The Magiftrate may lawfully command Minifters to appear .

before fuch Paftors as he hath appointed to be Vifitors; and
thendit will be their duty in ¢bedience to the Magiftrates com~
mand. :

§. 30. Yet Magiftrates muft take heed that they put not the
fword into the hands of Minifters, nor enable them with coer-
cive power, by touching mens bod:es or eftates: We do noton*
ly forbear to claim-fuch a power, but we difclasm it, yea am
humbly and carneftly befeech the Princes and Senatcs of Chri-
{tian Common-wealths, that they would keep the fv‘_qud in their
own hands, and not putitinto the handsof any Minifters, and
then we could better bear the claimsand ufurpations, not only
of Exorbitant or tranfcendent Prelates, but of the Pope _hnm(elf.
Let them come unarmed, and have no weapon but piritual the
word ofGod,and then we fhall lefs fear them. The Divifions,and

Pp3 tyranny
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tyranny,& bloodfhed chrough the Charches bath been by truft-
8 coercive Magilterial power in the hands of Minifters of the
Gofpel. Though I confefs I think it not a thing unlawfullin ic felf
for a Minifter to be a Magiftrate alfo, yer I think that nothing
but neceffity can warrant it; and fo much as hindereth him
frpm the work of his calling ( which requiretha whole man )
without this Neceffity, is utterly unlawfull. Were there a
Country that bad no other perfons tolerably fic, I doubt not but
the fame manthat is a Minifter or Paftor, might be a Juftice of
Peace, Parliament ‘man, or 3 Prince: But whilethere are others
that are capable of bearing thefe burdens, heiis not worthy to be
# Minifier of the Gofpz, that would wifh the leaft of them upon
his “‘°“’de“-5'thfr Magiftracy or Miniftry is enough for one.
Had the Englifh Prelases been armed with none but fpiritual
Weapons,they had never appeared (o terrible or fo odious.
§-31. Itfeemetha courfe char fuiteth with the ftateofthe
prefent Churches among us,to have in every County, three or
four fuch able, faithfull Paftors to be by the Mzgftrate made
V_lﬁtors of the reft, pot giving them any power O medling
with meos bodies or eltates, but joining with them a Magiftrate
& a Jultice or Commiffioner, that ome may perfwade, and the
 The Jefuics %hér conftrain, as far as the Soveraign Power fhall think fit. This
and Fryars do 18 N0t to fet np any New office or the leaft part of anoffice m.thc
e m‘kel‘hc Church, Asit s meerly accidental to the Being of a Phyfitian,
oo bbb tvedtoa Chy o tan Hofpl oo Couty
their Orders OF ¥0 110 place, but pradice as he findeth opportunity ; thefe be-
| tobenen of 10§ but the various modes of ufing the fame * Office and works ;
| anotherOr- fo may we truly fay of the Miniftry,
dﬁ*‘a tlhough §.32. Yetis thereno fuch Neceffity of this appointment of
Powe: of Ry YAALOTs of Superintendents,or Affiftanrs by theMagilirate,or by
ling, and thae 38Feement of Miniflers, or any fuch courfe,as if the E:ing,ol‘}hc
Tyrannically. wdfa_re ofthe Church werelaid upon it.  For without any fuch
EleGions or Appointments,the Graces and Gifes of the Spirit of
Chrift will fhew themfelves, and be communicative for the Edi-
fication of the Churches. We fee by common experience, that
where no one man is commanded or commended by the Magt-
ftrate to the care of many Churches , above his bretbren, yet
M€ men are as diligent and faithfull in doing geod toall with-

in their reach, as if they had been chofen and nomina:cdtg;
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the work. - Many able painfull Minifters of Chrift , that thirft
for mens falvation, do go up and down among theignorant, or
weak, and preach in feafon and out of feafon, notwithftanding
the burden of their particular flocks , which they faithfully
bear. .

§.33.And the parts and graces of thefe men do win them andi-
ence and refpe@ where they come, without any Humane Au-
thority to awe men. In almoft all parts of our Countrey we
have cither fettled or movable Le@ures: and when dowe fee
a thin Congregation before alively rowfing Minifter , or any
man of great ability in the work ? No,but we fee the Temples
crowded ; and find that the people reverence and bearken to
fuch men as thefe, in whom the Spirit of God appears.

'§% 34. Yea and the Minifters themfelves will confuls with the
Wife, and Love the good,and Jearn of thofe thatare ableft to teack
them: and imitate the ableft preachers asneer as they can. So
that [ may truly fay, that thereis acertain kind of Natural, or
rather {piritual Epifcopacy everywhere exercifed inthe Church,
A great light that burneth and fhineth above others, will draw
theeyes of many to it :and if it be fet ona hillit will hardly be
hid. ~ Calvin was no Prelate; and yet his Gifts procured him
that Interelt, by which he prevailed more then Prelases for the
conformity ofthe minds of many to his own. There is fcarce
a Country but hath fome able judicious Minifter, who hath

the Intereft of a Bifhop with the reft ; though he have no

higher an office then themlelves. Gods Graces deferve and

will procure refpe&.Even in Civil Councils,Courts, Committees,

we fee that fome one of leading parts, is the Head of the reft
though their authoricy be equal. :

§- 35. And indeed the conveniences and inconveniences are
fuch onboth fides, that it is not an eafie matter todetermine,

Whether appointed Vifitors or Superintendents, be more defirable

then thefe aArbitrary Vifisors thar have the Natwral Epifcopacy
of Intereft procured by their meer abilizies.On the one fide,if Magi-
ftrates appoint fuch Vifitors, the people, yea and many Minifters
will the more eafily fubmit, and hear ,and obey, and more unani-
moufly concur, thenif we offer our affiftance without any fuch
‘appointment : Thats the convenience: But then heres thein-

convenience: T he Magiftrate may choofc an unworthy fman, ;nd :
: then
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then he may be feared,but not hewoured nor loved; but greater
lights will be greater ftill, [et the Magiftrate fet the leffer on

never fo high a Candleftick : And then the Minifters and people

will meafure their elteem of the man according to his worth,and
thac will irritate his difpleafure ; For when heis lifced up he ei-
therlooks to be valued by his Height,and not his Light otsporth,
or elfe thac his Zighe thould be judged of by his Height. And
as this will turn to heart-burnings and divifions, o the efteem
thatis procured by humane Conficution, will be more humane,
and ordinarily lefs Divine thenthe calling and work of a Di-
vine requirethe  On the other fide, if none be appointed by the
Magiftrate, but every man go forthin the ftrength of his zeal
and Abilities , we arelike to be caft on many difadvantages with
carnal temporizing men,and to have lefs unity smong our felves
But then that unity, and peace, and refpe®, and fuccefs that we
have will be more voluntary and pure.

§+ 36. The beft way then, if we could hit it, feems to be the
joining of both thefe together. To have fuch Magiftrates as wi.ll
appoint only the moft judicious,able,faithfull Minifters to be Vie

fitors of the Churches, that (hall go forth both inthe ftrength of

the Spirit of Chrift, with eminency of gifts, and alfoin the
ftrength of the Magiftrates Commiffion. But if this cannot be
attained, I fhall not long for conftituted Vifitors or Superinten=
dents ; but fhall be content with the Holy Ghofts appointment.

§. 37.1t s therefore che moft Chriftian courfe to lay no great-
er ftrefs on thefe modes and forms of Miniftration then they
will bear; and thereforeto live obediently and peaceably under
either of them ;- obeying fuch Vifitors as are appointed by the
Magiftrate, and honouring the gracesof the Spirit, where there
1s no fuch appointment; and not to think the Churchundone
when our conceits about fuch thingsare croft.
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- Ir1s Lawfull for the feveral oA, ociati-
615 of Paftors to choofe one man o
be their Prefident, durante vita, 1f
be continye fit. ey

8O Comenextto fpeak of a third fort
S of Miniftry, which bath a greater
&R refemblance tothe ancient Epifco-
W8 pacy, then any of the reft: Yea
& indced is the fame that wasexercifed
) about the fecond or third Century
N &2y after Chrift. And chatis, thefix-
SOWERIRDEINRET ed. Prefidents of rhe Presbyrers
of many Churches affociated. In the firft fertlement of
Churches, there was either 2 fingle Paftor toa fingle Church ;
or many Paflors, 'in equality, at leaft of Office: And
whether from the beginning or afterward only , one _of
them became the flated Prefident, is very uncertain: of which
anon. . But when the Churches encrealed in magnitude, and
many Congregations were gathered under one Presbyterie,.
tbcmh_at Presbyterie alfo hada Rated Prefident, as the Con*
gregational Presbyteries perhaps had before. And chus be
was_an Archbithop under the name of a Bifhop, that.ewbile
before was either unknown, ‘or elfemuft needs be-efteemed an.
Archbifhop. _ T e gl
§. 2. That thefe men fhould take the Pafforal charge of many
Churches, or that they thould [i/pend the Goverming Power of
s Qg : the
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f the Presbyters, upon pretence of a Prefidency , or fuperioritys | & i
is I think, a maccer not warrantable by the word of God. ) i
§. 3. But that fuch Affociations of the Paftors of many Ch“r.: |
ches fhould ordinarily be, for the fake of Union and Communt |
on; as alfo that it 1s lawfll for thefe Affociatied Mtnxﬂgé
tol choofe one.among them to be their Prefident,is granted bY
sl ,
§. 4- Butall the queRion is, Whether thefe P refidents ronld be |
only prozempore, or durantev.ra,{fuppofing that they forfeit not
the truft? I (hall not fay much of the point of convenierct s bUi
T affirm,that ofit felf it 1s lawfnl to choofe 2 Prefident that {ha
be fixed durante vita, fi tam din bene fe gelferis. Yeait is Lawfnlt
now in. England, as things ftand. .
§. 5. And 1. It may fuffice for the proofof this, thatitisno
where forbidden in Nature orin Scripture ; direcly or by o
equence : and/therefore it is lawfull: Where there 15 0O law,, ‘
there is no tranfgreffion : They " thac fay thac it is a ghnng
forbidden, mult prove ic from fome word of God ; which I
think, they cannor do. /[ > ¢
§.6. 2.1f it be lawfullto choofe a fixed Prefident for bal
a year, orad year, or feven year, then is it lawfull to ,Cb9°f‘; |
; and fix facha Prefident for life (on fuppofition ftill of a cont/ft ;
f ed fitnels ) But it is lawful to choofe fuch aone for a year, oF ’
I feven year : therefore alfo for life. e P 2
§. 7 The Antecedent is granted by the ’I"rcs’Byterxan,Con
gregational and Eraftian party, ¢ which areall thar ] have now
todo with:) For allthefe confented that D. 7" wifs (hould b<:-'
: Prefident of the Synod at Weffminfter, which was till bis deach >
I ~ or clfe waslike to have been till theend ; Andfo angther af—
' ter him. And ordinarily the Provinces and Presbyteries choole
a Prefident till the nexc Affembly. AndI remember not that
ever [ heard any man fpeak againft chis courfe, 2
§. 8. Andthen the Confequenceis clear, from the parity 0
Reafons : For 1. Seven years in contraisis valued equal with
the duration of a mans life. 2. And no'man can give a Red”
fonko prove it Lawfull to have a Prefident feven years,or qua:
ter ofa year, thacwill not proveic Lawfullin it felfto have

. Prefident duringlife: ~ And Accidents muft be weighed o9fl')olt>e
| fides, before-you can proveit eAecidentally evil: And 1 ubut».
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bat fo, it may be one time good, if by accident it be another
time bads The weightielt accident muft preponderate. gtk

§- 9- 3. Order is a thing lawful in Church Affembliesand
Affairs : the (tated Prefidency of one,isa {tated Orderin Church
Affemblies : therefore it is lawful that all things be done in Or-
der, is commanded, 1Cor.14.40. And thereforein general Or-
derisa dury, which is more then go be Lawfnl. And though
the particnlar wayes of Order may yet be comparatively indiffe-
Tent, yetare they Lawful, asthe Gesusis seceffar).- sy
.9 10. And that this Prefidency isa point of Church Order,
is apparent in the nature and ufe of the thng : and alfoin thac_ it
1s commonly acknowledged a matter of Order in all other focge-
ties or Affemblies, though buc for the low and common affairs
of the world : in a Jury you will confefs, that Order requireth
that there be a Foreman :andin a Colledge that there be 2 Ma=
fler.: and thatan Hofpital, a School, andall Societies, have fo
much Order at leait as this, if not much more. . And” why is
not that to be accounted Order. in the Church, that isfoin all
other focieties ? Sl i L e

§. II1. 4. That which maketh to the Unity of the Churches
or Paftors (and is not forbidden by Chrilt ) s both lawful and
defirable : But fuchisa ftated Prefidency : therefore, cre. The
Major is grounded 1. Oa nature it felf, that tells us how much
of the ftreageh, and beauty, and fafety of the Church,and _Of all
focieties doth confift in Unity. The Miror is apparent in the
Nature of the thing : 1. That Prefidency makes for Unity, is
confeft by all the Churches that ufe it to chac end. 2. And the
continuance of the fame makes fomewhat more for Unity then
a change would do : there being fome danger of divifion in the
new ele@ions : befides other and greater inconvenicncgs.

§. 12. 5. Theperfon thatis molt fit ( Confideraris (onfide-
randis ) fhould be chofen Prefident ; But one and the fame’ per-
fon ordinarily is moft fic durante wira : therefore one and the fame

~ perfon fhouid be continued Prefident. God doth not ufe to
change his giftsat cvery monethly or quarterly Sefsions of a Claf~
fis or Provincial Synod. Either the Prefident chofen was the fit-
teft at the time of his choice or not : if hewere not, he was ill -
chofen : if he were fo then,i{s likehe is fo {till, acleaft for a long
time. And a mans abilicy is fo great and confiderable a qualifi-
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cation for everyimployment, that it muft be a very great accl-
dent onthe other fide that muft allow us to choofea man that is
lefsable. A changecannot be madein moft places, without the
injury of the Affembly and of their-work. The worthieft per-
fon therefore may lawfuily be continued for the work fake.

_ §. 13. 6. That way is lawful that conduceth to the Reconci-
hmqn of diffenting and contending Brechren (' fuppofing it not
forbxddcnﬁy God. ) Bat fuchisthe way of a ftated Prefidency,
dnrame vita : therefore, che. Though the Major he paft doubt,
yetto make it more clear, confider, thatitis 1. A Learned par-
ty ( asto many of them )  with whom this Reconciliation is d¢-
fired : and therefore the more defirable. 2. That it is a nume-
rous party : eventhe moft of the Catholike Church by far. All
the Greek Church, the Armenian, Syrian, Abaffie, and all others
that [ hear of, except the Reformed, are for Prelacy : and among
the Reformed, Englandand Ireland bad a Prelacy, and Dew=
mark, Swedes, part of Germany, Tranfilvaria, have a fuperin-
tendency as high as Iam pleading for at leaft. And certainly2
Reconciliation, and as ncar a Union as well may be had, with
fo great 2 part of the Church of Cbrift, isa thing not to be de-
fpifed ; nor will not be by confiderate moderate men.

§. 14. Anditis very confiderable with me, that it is the fa-
ture and not only the prefent Peace of the Churches that we
fhall thus procare. For it s eafie to fee that Epifcopacy is nei-
ther fach an upflarc thing, nor defended by fuch contemptible
reafons, asthat the Controverfie is like to die with this age : un-
doubredly there will be a Learned and Godly party for it, while
the world endureth ; unlefs God make by Iilumination or Reve:
lation fome wonderful change on the Sons of men; thatl think,
few men do expe@®. And certainly we thould do the beflt we car
to prevent a perpetual diffention in the Church, Were there not
one Prelatical man now alive, it were eafie to forefee there woul
foon be more.

§. 15. Yetdo I not move, that any thing forbidden by God
fhould be ufed, asa means for Peace or Reconciliation with men-
Itis notto fecup any Tyranny in the Church, nor to introduce
any new Office that Chrift hath not planted : it is but the or-
::!r:‘y difpofal of the Officers and affairsof Chrift, which s plead-

or,
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§. 16. Obje®. Bur ( fome will fay ) yowr Minor yes is robe
denyed ; for thisis mot away to Reconciliation. A Sared Prefidency
will not pleafe the Prelates that bave been ufed 1o the fole Jarssdits-
omof a whole Connty, and to fole Ordination. Anfw. 1. We know
that the moderate will confent, 2. And fome further accommo-
dation fhall be offered anon ; which may fatisfie all that wil
fhew themfelves the Sons of Peace. 3. If wedo our duty,the
guilt will no longer lie onus , but on the refufers of Peace ; but
till then, its as well on us as on them.

§. 17. 7. That which is lawfully pra&ifed already by a Con-
currence of judgements, may lawfully be agreed on : But the
Prefidency ( or more ) of one maninthe Affemblies of Mini-
flers, isin moft places pra&ifed ( and thar lawfully ) already :
therefore, ¢+c. There is few Affociations, but fome one man is fo
far eflcemed of by all, that they give him an a&ual or virtual
Prefidency, or more : why then may they notagree exprefly fo
todo? - ;

§. 18. 8. Lafily, The fo common and fo antient pradice of
the Charches, fhould moveus to an inclination to reverence and
imitation, as far as God doth not forbid us, and we have no fuf-
ficient reafon to deter us ; of which more anon, :

§. 19. Yetare nottheyto be juftified that raife contentions
for fuch a Prefidency, and lay the Churches Peace uponir. I fee
not yet but thatitis a thing in it felf indifferent, whethera man
be Prefident a moneth,a year or for his life : and therefore I plead
only for condefcending in a cafe indifferent, for the Churches
peace : though accidentally order may make it more defirable in
one place t and jealoufies, and prejudice, or danger of ufurpati-
on, may make it fefs defirable in another place. But none fhould
judge it neceffary or finful of it felf.

§. 20. If you ask, What Power [ball thefe ffated Prefidents

have ? 1anfwer, 1. None can deny, but that it is fic thatin
every Affociation of Churches, there fhould be a certain way of
Communication agreed on. And therefore that fome one fhould
be chofen to receive fuch Letters or other matters that are to be
Communicated, and to fend them, or notice of them uaro all.
Thisis a fervice, and the power of doing fucha fervicecannot be
queltionable while the fervice is unqueftionable.

€, 21. 2, It is meet that fome be appointed 1o acquaint the
Da3z reld.
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rel, as with bufinefs, fo wich times and places of meeting the

nominacion of fuch times and places, or the acquainting others
with them when agreed on, isa fervice that none can jullly quc-

ftion : and therefore the lawfulnefs of the power to do it,may not -

be queftioned. : -

§. 22. Obje&. But what's this to Government ? this is tomake
;bem Servants, and not Governors. An'w. Itis the more agree
abI'e‘ to the will of Chrift, thar wili have that kind of greatnefs
fought among his Minifters, by being the fervants of all. .

$- 23. But 3. He mayalfo be the ftated Moderator of their
Difpucations and Debates : this much I think will eafily be grant-
ed them ; and I am fure with fome ( as I thall thew anon) this
much would feem fatisfadory. - The Principal Prefidenc or Ms-
fter of a Colledge is thoughtto have a comvenient precedency
or fuperiority, though he have not a Negative voice. And why
the Prefidentin an Affociation of Paftors fhould have a greater
Power, I feeas yet neither necefsity nor reafon.

§- 24. But 4. If Peace cannot otherwife be obtained, the
matter may be thus accommodated, withont violation of the
Principles or Confciences of the Epifcopal, Presbyterian, or Con-
gregational party. 1. Letit be agreed or confented to, that 00
man be put to profefs, that it is his jadgement, that Bifhops
fhould have as jure divinoa Negative voice in Ordination. This
Was never an Article of Faith : it is not neceffary to- be put
among our Credenda. Itisonlythe Praitice that is pretended
tobe neceflary, and a fabsiffion o it. Secing therefore itis not
2o be numbred with the Credenda. bur the agenda, let Action
without profc ffed Belief fuffice, 2. Yea on the fame reafons,
if any man be of a Contrary judgement, and think himfelf bound
to declare it modeftly, moderately, and peaceably, fct him have

. liberty todeclare it, {0 his pra@ice be peaceable, 3. This being

premifed, Let the Prefident never Ordain, except in cafe of nece/”
fity, but with the prefence or confent of the  Affembly of the Af*
ciated Paflors. 4. And let the Paffors never Ordain any, except %
cafes of Neceffity, but when the Prefident is there prefent nor with-
out bis Confent. And in Cafes of Neceffiry (as if he would de-
prive the Churches of good Minifters, or the like ) the Epi feopal
snen will yield it may be done.

§» 25 If fome think the Prefident Auft be one, and Ot(l;;;;
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only think he A4y be one ; it is reafonab ¢, if we will have
peace, that our May de yield to their Muft be. For {o we yield
but to what we confefs lawful : but if they thould yield, it muft
be to what they judge to be finful. If it benot lawful to hold
their Mu/t, what is, thata Bifhop hath a Negative voice, yetis
it lawful to forbear /e faéto 1o Ordain till he be one, except it be
1o cale of Necefsity. \ : o

9. 26. If in- an Affociation there be a company of yourgor
weak Minifters, and one only manthat is able to try him that is
offered to the Miniftry, astohisskillinthe Greek and Hebrew
tongues, and his Philofophy, &-c. is it not lawful here for all
the reft to confent that they will not Ordain any, except in
cafes of Neceffity, but when the forefsid able man is one » ‘Who
€an doubt of this? And if it be lawful" in this cafe, it is much
more lawful, when both the ability of the faid perfon, and the
Peace of the Cburches doth requireit: or if it bebut the laft
alone, Ithink it may well be yielded to. : )

S. 27. Bat (the Epifcopal men will obje®,) if every man
Joall bave leave to Belicve and Profefs a Parity of Minifters, the
Prefident Will but be defpifed, and this will be no way to Peace, but
£o Contention. Anfw. Youhave but two remedies for this, and
tell us which of them you would ufe. The firlt is, to force men
by Club-law to fubferibe to your Negative voice, or not to hold
the contrary : The fecond is, to caft themall out of ‘the Commu-
nion of the Churcbes, that are not in judgement for your Nega-
tive voice, though they be Moderate, Peaceable, Godly men..
And he that would havethe firlt way taken, is 8 Tyran, and
would be a Cruel Perfecutor of his Brethren as good as himfelf.
And hethae would take the fecond way,is both Tyrannous,and
Schifinatical, and far from a Catholike peaceable difpofition ;
and if all muft be caft out or avoided by him, that are not in fuc
things of his opinion; he makes it impofsible for the ‘Churchesto
have peace with him, - X nd >

S. 28. Buc they will further objed : If in Nece ity they ol
Ordain withous 1he Prefident, this Neceffity will be ordinarily pre-
tended s and fo all your oﬂér,: will bein vain. Anfw. Prevent that
and other fuch inconveniences, by’ producing your weightieft:
reafons, and perfwading them’; or by any lawful means: but
we muft not havereal Neceflities negletted, and the Churches
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ruined, for fear of mensunjuft precencesof a Neceflity : that’s
but a fad Cure. s 3

§. 29. Buton the other (ide it will be obje&ted, 7 his _bﬂt
pasching up apeace. If 1 think that one man hath nomoreright
then another to a Negative voice, Why [hould I [eem o Lrant 1
bim by my pracfice ? _Anfw. As whenwe come to Heaven, and

‘not till then, we fhall have perfeét Holinefs ; fo when we (0me

to Heaven, and not till ¢

ben, we fhall have perfe Unity asd
Peace,

But till then, I fhall take that which you call Patching,
asmy Duty, and our great Benefir. If you think one man have

not a Negative voice, weneither urge you to fay that he hath,

nor fo much as to feem to Gwn his claim. You fhall bave leave
in the publike Regifter of the Affociation, to put itunder your
haf’da that [ Noz as owning the clains of the Prefidents Negativ®
voice, but as yielding inw Lawfnl thing for Peace, youdo Confert
to forbear Ordasning any without him, except in [ afes of N ectfi-
fy. ] This you may do, without any fhew of contraditing your
Principles, - and thisis all that is defired. ,

§- 30 Quelt. Andmaywe nor for peace’ [ake, grant-shem 45
much in point of [#risdittion, as of Ordinasion, ard Confert 0.0
Bothing withent Neceffity, but When the Prefidest is osc, and 40' b
Confent ? Anfw. Either by Farisdiction you mean Law makinds

or Executive Government. The firft belongs to none but Chrift,

in the fabftance of his Worthip ; and the Circumftances no man
03y Unsverfally and Usnchangeably determine of:but prore #at4,
according to emergent occafions. the Magiftrate may make
Laws for them, and the Paffors méy make Agreemenss for Con”
cord about them : but none fhould determine of them without
need: and therefore hercis no work for Legiflators (the U furpers
that have grievoufly wronged the Church. ) And for Execn
Hve Government, either it is over the Peaple, Or OVEr thC.P “ﬂ e
To givea Negatiye voiceto the Prefident of an Affociation ©
the Paftors of many Churches, in Governing the Peaple of 4
fingle Chureb, isto fet upa new Office ( a fixed Paftor of ma-
ny Churches) and to overthrow Government, and introduce
the noxious fort of Prelacy, which formy part, I intend not 0
be guilty of. ‘And for proper Governmeat.of the Paffors,1 know
none bur God and Magiftrates that have that Power. Every

]

Bifhop,faith Cyprian,and the Council of Carrhage, ha;h Powzt;




