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ruined, for fear of mensunjuft precencesof a Neceflity : that’s
but a fad Cure. s 3

§. 29. Buton the other (ide it will be obje&ted, 7 his _bﬂt
pasching up apeace. If 1 think that one man hath nomoreright
then another to a Negative voice, Why [hould I [eem o Lrant 1
bim by my pracfice ? _Anfw. As whenwe come to Heaven, and

‘not till then, we fhall have perfeét Holinefs ; fo when we (0me

to Heaven, and not till ¢

ben, we fhall have perfe Unity asd
Peace,

But till then, I fhall take that which you call Patching,
asmy Duty, and our great Benefir. If you think one man have

not a Negative voice, weneither urge you to fay that he hath,

nor fo much as to feem to Gwn his claim. You fhall bave leave
in the publike Regifter of the Affociation, to put itunder your
haf’da that [ Noz as owning the clains of the Prefidents Negativ®
voice, but as yielding inw Lawfnl thing for Peace, youdo Confert
to forbear Ordasning any without him, except in [ afes of N ectfi-
fy. ] This you may do, without any fhew of contraditing your
Principles, - and thisis all that is defired. ,

§- 30 Quelt. Andmaywe nor for peace’ [ake, grant-shem 45
much in point of [#risdittion, as of Ordinasion, ard Confert 0.0
Bothing withent Neceffity, but When the Prefidest is osc, and 40' b
Confent ? Anfw. Either by Farisdiction you mean Law makinds

or Executive Government. The firft belongs to none but Chrift,

in the fabftance of his Worthip ; and the Circumftances no man
03y Unsverfally and Usnchangeably determine of:but prore #at4,
according to emergent occafions. the Magiftrate may make
Laws for them, and the Paffors méy make Agreemenss for Con”
cord about them : but none fhould determine of them without
need: and therefore hercis no work for Legiflators (the U furpers
that have grievoufly wronged the Church. ) And for Execn
Hve Government, either it is over the Peaple, Or OVEr thC.P “ﬂ e
To givea Negatiye voiceto the Prefident of an Affociation ©
the Paftors of many Churches, in Governing the Peaple of 4
fingle Chureb, isto fet upa new Office ( a fixed Paftor of ma-
ny Churches) and to overthrow Government, and introduce
the noxious fort of Prelacy, which formy part, I intend not 0
be guilty of. ‘And for proper Governmeat.of the Paffors,1 know
none bur God and Magiftrates that have that Power. Every

]

Bifhop,faith Cyprian,and the Council of Carrhage, ha;h Powzt;
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of his own'wilf, and isrefponfible for his A&ions t6 God, and
none of us are Epifcopi Epifcoporum, Bifhops of Bifhops.  Bue
there'is a Comnrunion alﬁang Paltorsand Churchesto be exerci-
fed, and foan avoiding or reje@ing from Communion: and this
fome call { improperly. ) a Government. Andin this, for my-
part, I thould confent, where peace doth requireir, that we will
ust agree upon the vejelling of any Paftor of enr Affociation (no
mofe thep to the Accepring or Ordaimng of them ) wirhont
the Prefident, but incafes of Nece[firy': and that jult onthe terms
cxprelt about Ordination. - 8 ' P
\. 31. Asfor inltance, ina particular Church,thereisa Com-
munion to be held among all the members, thoughr none of them-
but the Officers are Gowersors of the Church. ~And: in'many
cafes where the Peoples Confent is needful, its conimon-to ftand
to a Major vote : and fo great a ftrefsis laid on this, thatby ma-
oy of the Congregational way the Government of the Church
is faid to be inthe Major vote of the people : and yet 1. This
is indeed #o Government that belongs to them; but Confent to
Commaunion or Exclufion ; and 2. No Scripture doth require a
Minor pare co ftand in sl cafes to the decifion of a Major vote,
nor give a Major voteany Rule over the Confciences of the Mi-
"Ofﬁart ( thew us this voting power in Scriptare ) And yet
3.*A&ll agree, that upon natural Reafonsand General Rules of
Scriptare, the Churches are allowed, yea obliged , in lawful
things, for maintaining Unity and Peace, to ftand to the judge-
ment of a Major wote, ( in Cafes that belong to them to vote -
in ) though there be no particular word for itin the Scriprure :
“Even {o AfJociate Paflors have not a proper Goversment of oge
another, neither by Prefidents or Major vores, ( though over
the people they bave, ) but are all under the Government O
Godand the Magiftrateonly. And yetthey may ina&s of CM-
Jfent about Communion ordNon- communion with one anot er,
prudentially agree, to take the (unfent of the Prefident, OF O
the Major vore of Paffors, or of both, where Peace, or Order,
or Edification requireth it: except in cafes of: Neceffity- :
" 5. 32, Quelt. Burwhat will you sake for a Cafe of Nece[ity 2
which yon will except ? Anfw. 1. If the prefident be dfad. 2OL
fick, or abfent and cannot come. 3. Or if he be malignant, and
wilfully refufe to Confeat that the Church be well provided for,
sigiy Rr % or

]




()

orGoverned. 4. And withall fuppofing that withont the great
hurt or hazzard of the Churches, we cannot delay the bufinefs,
tillhe beone, or do Confent. 5. Efpecially if bebe fetin enmi-
ty againft the welfare of the Church : and by pretence of 2 fuf-
pending vote would deftroy the Church, and bringin unworthy
bartful perfons or things. In all fuch Cafes of Nece/fity, 1t
time to lay by our humane Rules for peace and Order. :

§. 33. Obje&. But who fball be judge of this Neceffity ?
Anfw. The Magiftrare only fhall be the Compelling Fnige. The
people fhall be the Difcerning fadges : the Paffors (hall at leaft:
have as much power as the People : each of them fhall Difcer?,

.fo far asthey muft obey and execuse. And God: only fhall be the.
 final fudge. ‘

8- 34. Obje®. Batthis will but canfe Divifions. and Confw”
fions 5 while the Prefident thinks one thing Nece[fary , and the
Paftors another, and the Peaple another. Anfw. -aniwered this
before. Reafon muft not be caft by, and the Churches ruined,
and poyfon and deftru®ion taken in, on pretence of fuch incon-
veniences. If fuch a Cafe of difference fall out, cach manwill
execute as he difcerneth or judgeth, ( being to anfwer for bis
ownadtions, and having none that can undertake to anfwer for
him ) And when we all come to the Barof God for final Jud o
ment, bethat was inthe right fhall be jultified, and he that fafly
pretended Necefsity again(t duty fhall bear che blame.

.35, OPC&- But in the mean time, the Chwrches will bt
divided. Anfw. 1.1 told Jou there is no more hope of a perfel?
Uniry on earth, then of perfeq Holinefs. 2. When two evils arc
before us, (though neither muft be chofen, for Ewslisnotan

Objed of choice, unlefs 2s feeming good, yer ) the Greater Evil:

muft be firlt and molt ftudioufly repelled. And the deformity
and deftru®ion of the Churches, and the cafting. out of the

Gofpel and Worthip of God, is a greater Evil then diforder

about good aions, and differences about fome Circumftances 0

Neceffary works.

§. 36. Allithisthat I have faid sbout the Negative ( defai?t;
though not de jure ) thatI would have Confented to for peace,

Lintend not to extend to thofe Cafes and Countries where pesce

requireth it not, bucrather the contrary. : mych lefs to encot”

tageany tothink fuch a Negative Neceffary in ic felf. 3,9,%?

e e ey eiyps
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things may be Lawfally granted that are unlawfully and upon
miftake defired, - 5

§.37. Lally underftand alfo, that whenT fpeak of yielding
to this Negative voicein Ordination,, t0 the Prefidentof fuch
an Affuciation, I intend not to exclude the Presbyterie of 2
particular Church ( where it is fufficient ) from the faid Pow -
er and exercife of Ordination : of which I am to fpeak, inthe
the following Chapter , which is of the Prefident of fuch a
Presbyterie,

%A G R S B

CHAP. 1V,

Tr is"Lawful for the Preshyters of 4 par-
 ticular-(hurch , tohave afixed Pre-
- fident, during hfe. -

. ' Come now to the moft ‘Ancient fixed
Bifhop that the Church was acquainted
“iwith, except the meer Epifcopns Gregs,

A Prefidenrof many ElderSin one. parti-
cular Charch, The Diocefan Bifhop
X : was long after this? The firft Bifhops
(if youwill call them fo ) in the Church were the firft menti=
oned Itinerant Bifhops that were fent abrosd to convert {ouls
and gather Churches,and afterward took care to-water and con-
firm them. ~ The next forvof Bifhops (and the firft fo called)
were the fixed Paftors of particular Churches, that cannot be

proved to have any foperiority over Presbyters. ~ The third -

Rr 2 fore
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- the Overfeer of the flockgand: chat s,
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fort of Bifhops ( in time, and the firlt fixed Bifhops that:
were fuperiours to other Paftors ) were thefe Prefidents of°

the Presbyteries of particular Churches. And thefe are they

that now we have to fpeak of. And I fhall prove that it is not

unlawful to have fuch, |

"0 $-2.Bue firft 1 muft tell you whatI mean; and fhew you
thac fuch may be had amongus. [ havein one of the former

Difputations, defined a particular Charch. It (hould ordins-

rily confift of no more then may hold perfonal Commnnios to-
getherin Gods publick worfbip. But yet take motice, 1.-Thatit
tendech tothe frengeh and honour of i, that it be not t00
fmall; but confifting of as many as are well capable of the Ends.
2. Andit is lawfull for thefe to have fome ocher meeting places
for part of the Church, befides che principal place which is for
the whole. Chappels of eafe may lawfally be mede ufe of, for

the benefit of the weak, and lame.and aged that cannotalwayes:

or often come to the common A ffembly. And where fuch Chap-
pels are nor, it is lawfull to make ufe of convenient houfes.
Yeaif there were no Place tobe bad, fufficiently capacious of
a full Affembly, or elfe if perfecution forbad them to meet, it
mighe {till be but one Church, though the members met in fe-
veral houfes ordinarily : as five hundred in one, and chree hun=
dredin anothier, or onehundred only in fevgral places,every
one going to which heufe he pleafed, and having feveral Pa-
ftorsthat in Sociery and by Confent did guide themall. But
though fomewhat diforderly may beborn within cafes of Ne-
ceflicy ; yet 1. Asit is Neceffary to che Ends,and fo to the Be-
ing- of a particular Church thac they be 2 Society capable of
perfanal Communion; and the-perfonal Teaching, Guidance and
Overfighe igfe fame Paftors, So 2. It is defirable, as much
tending to er and Edificagon, that all of them that areable
do frequently meet in one Affembly , for thie Worfhipping
of God with one heartand mouth. ~ And this isthe ChurchI
fpeak of:

§3.It isnot of Nece fity.to vhe Being of fucha particalar C!lllffh”'
that ic have more Paitorsthenone.:-And when’ one only s the:

Paftor or Governour, that one alone may doallthe works ofa:

Paftor or Governour ( For what elfe is his Office, but the ftate:
or Relation of & man obliged and authorized to do fuch wod_slg;!g’;

. JK
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The Learned Dr. H. B, thinketh thac the ‘Apofiles planted
nonein Scripture times buc {ingle Paftors or Bifhops (" called
alfo Presbyters ) inevery Church,with Deacons under them,
without any other Presbyters ( fubje@ or affiftant ) over chac
Church. ThisI conceive cannot be proved, nor fo much' as
the probability of it , nay I chink,atleaft a probability, if not
a certainty of the contrary may be proved, of fome Churches.
But yet it is moft likely that it was fo with many Churches.
And reafon tells us, that the thing being in it feif indifferent,
was fured by the ApoRiesto the ftate of the particular Charches

thatthey planted. A fmall Church might well have a fingle

Paftor, whena /arge Church, efpecially in times of perfecution,
when they muft affemble in feveral heufes at once, required
more. Some places might have many perfods fic for the
Office , and fome but one : Which cafes muft needs have fome
Variety. : s

§. 4.Where there are more Paftorsin fucha Churd_\,tl)en one,
I know of ng Neceffity that one fhould haveany fuperiority over
another: nor can I prové that it was fo from the beginning. Some
Divines of the Prelatical Judgement think that this was an Or-
dnaace of the Apoftles, at the firft planting of fuch Churches ;

Others of them think thatit was of their appointment, but not

aQually exiffens till after Scripture times. Others pf cthem think,
-thac as Hierom faith, it began when fa&ions rofe in the Church,

not by Divine Otdination, but Ecclefiaftical agreement, forthe -

preventing or cure of {chifm. :
§. 5. The firk Church that we find ic in, in Hiftory, is that of
Alexandria, And Alexandria was a place exceedingly givento

fedition, tumales,and  divifions : the contentions between C'y-

riland Oreftes, the murder of Hypatiaby Peter and his compa-
ny,the affaulc made upon oreffes by Ammonins & the other Ni-
trian Monks,and many fuch feats in the dayes of T heophilas,Ds+
osyfins, and upto the beginning, do fhaw what they were. And
Socrates faith of them exprefly, 4. 7. cap: 13-that C T be peo~

ple of Alexandria absve ali other men, are given $0 Schifm and

contention 5~ forif any quarrel arife ar any time amorg them, pree
fently hainans snd horrible. offences ufe to follow, and the tumnis

is never appeafed without great blood-fbed.”]) fuch were the Alex-:
-andrians. . : .

§.6.

(‘ ok
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§<6. Butyetitis certain that the Original of this cuftom,of

Hfettiog np one as Prefident or chief Presbyter in a particular
-Church, cannot be fi

ound out, fo asto fay, by whom and when

It Was firlt broughtin. Butif it beganupon the death of Mﬂk
at «Alexandria, it muft needs be long before the deach of Fobn
the Apoftles (in thar Church, what ever other Churces did. )
there wasthen a difference and indiﬁ”e.rency in
this point, dnd thar other Churces did not prefently imitate the
Alexandria and Rome herein. He that Feads .C'/e-

0 the Corsathians without partiality, T think will be

of Grotis mind ( before cited, Zpif. 4d Gal. ad Bignon.) that
Clemens knew not any fuch Prelacy among the Corinthiant,When
be wrote that Epiftle @' And fo ‘we may fay of fome othet
Witneffes anid Ch

urches in thofe times, and afcerwards in ma-
ny places. ; :

§-7. It is not another Order of Minifters, or Office, that was

in, ﬁ_xch Churchesditin@ from the Presbyters that affifted them.
Fheir Prefidents or Ewminent Bifh

: ops were not niade chen £ pifceps
Epifcoporum, vel Paftores Paftorum as having'an Office of Teach-
iog and Governing the pher Paftors , as Paffors have of teach-

mngand Governing the flock. But they were only the chief Pres-

_byters, or chief Bifhops or Paftors of that Church,asan” Arch-

deacon is to the Dpagoys when he is made fuch by their choice,
as Hieroms comparifon is (4d Evagr.) ot

§- 8. Noris it lawfyl] now, even in the fmalleft Parith for any
One to aflume fuch 3 fuperiority over any Presbyters ( thO‘!Sh
fuch_ as have their mMaintenance from him, and are chofen by;him,
and are called, his (wrates ) as if he were of a Super.our Order or
Offiec,and fo the Governour of‘thc‘dth'er as hisinferiours.

§:9.-But yet that a Primacy of degree, or Prefidency, OF
flared Moderatorfbip of one in fach a Chutch and Presbyterte,
is lawfull, T think with fmall laboyr may be evinced. _Aﬂd
1. All che Arguments before ufed, for the Prefidency of onein an
AfJociation, will prove this Parochizl Prefidenty with advantage.

i$. 10 2. [tisathing that is conftantly or very ordinar ‘lyl
practifed among us already , - with commga approbacion , of
without contradi®ion, as far as T have hesrd: Muny places have
one Minifter only thatis prefented by the Patron sand this ,‘L’."
Paitor hath divers with him ( or asthe common faying ls,f"{: _";
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him 2 ) Ifitbea great Congregation,many have a Curate oraf- -
fiftant in the Town with them, and other Curates ac Chappels
that depend onthat Town. Though there be but one Chap-
pel inthis Parifh where I live, yet this Church hath three or
four Presbyters,and three or four Deacons. And the Law of
the Land doth give one Minifter only the Aaintenance: ( called
the Benefice ) and the Power of the Temple, and the calling of
-Affemblies, and che choice of Curates, whom he-is to maintain.
And they thatare chofen and maintained by him, muft and will
be ruled by him; at leaft in all circumfbanssal things. . It belongs
not to them to Rule even the People conrraryto Gods word ;
nor in fubffantials to inftitute new Ordinances of Worfhip :
But in circamffantials which are‘left to humane determina-
vion ( astime, place, parcicularsof order; decency, &¢.) no
doubt but the chief Paftors in each Parifh, do exercife attually a
Negative Vote, and the Curates do nothing without their con-
fent. Sothat this fort of Prefidency being common among us,
withqut contradiGion I may take it for granted thatit hath.
the common confent. Andifany allow not of fo much as is com-
monly wfed; yev a Prefidencyisa far lower thing. A

§. 11. 3. This fortof D.efidency, (' yea with fuch a Nega. -
tive voice as in the foregoing Chapter is granted ) is ufually
grounded on Natare and the General Rules of Scripture, and:
warranted by them. Natsreteachech us, that the younger and |
moreignorantand unlearned, fhould ( proportionably ) fub--
mit to the Elderand Wifer-, and ina forc be Ruled by them..
And Scriprsre faith the fame, 1 Pet. 5. 5. [ Ye younger [wbmis:

7 .
your felves untothe Elder. ] Even the aged woemen | that wer¢
Now: it commorn -

" no Officers) mn/t teach the yownger Tsr-2-4- ini
ly falls out )[h atjfn every I{m{i’g that hath: many Minifter , g
thereisbut one that is aged, or grave, and that one common- . \
iy is more Learned and judicious thenthe reft, who are.u-ffmg_l}'
fome young unexerCifEd mea. Now in fUCh cafes. (Wpl; 1§ :
common ) no man can deny that authoriry toage of wifdom
that is natarally duetoit, nor exemptthe e
men from that fubmiffion which nacurally they are Edonia;
Equality of Office may ftand with inequality of giftsand age,and .

confequently of duty. _ ' by
§a (11 2. 4. The gooyd of the Church requirethit that this dif-
’ pro--
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proportion of Minifters gifts inone and the fame Congregano;?
pf{lol:x!d be'the ordinary cafe { And rules muft be ficted to ho;d(;t
nary cafes, rathec then to'extraordinary. ) .For'God_ dot v
( as we fee by long and fad cxperience)bet}ow his excellenthg 8
{o commonly, as that one Church ( ordinarily ) fhould :n-
many Learned able men: Therearebuc few chac are of emin .
cy for judgement and other Minifterial abilities: Not on?

-many Parifhes: [f therefore many of thefe {hould be placed

together in oneChurch, it would be agaialt the common go vi:
and an unjult ingroffment, and injurious unto others. Prl:) o
dence therefore by the rarity of eminent parts, doch teach o
to make it the ordinary courfe, thar in every Congrfg"“;]o_
where there are many Paltors,fome one of chiefeft parts be cbo=
fen to be ftanding Moderator of the reft. y
§.13. 5. That which is lawfull for Prsvate mento do éot
wards one another , is lawfull Prudentially for Paffors ae
are confcious of their own impetfe@ion , to do towards o7
that they chink morea s
Private mentobe [wbjeit one to another in humility : therefore :
is lawfull for fuch Paitors, 1 Per, 5.5. [ Tea all of you be [#
Jeit ome to another, and be cloathed with bumility ] A V°]“"t;.:iy
fubje@ion to another , in lawfull a®ions , is nowhere for ‘lx;
den, but here commanded ; and is a great parc of Chriftia
felf-denyal : and therefore lawful. , he
9-14. 6. Anditisa thing that dependeth fo mu.ch on t
Wifdom and will of Presbyters, that mo mancan binder it-

- : 8
~can makeanother Minifter a Bifhopto me, whether other me

willor not. Honor ef inbemorante. 1can 1.1n judgcmcntfﬁlz)‘g
him more zble, yea or more authorized then other men. 2-

I canhave recourfe to him for advice. 3. And I can give hirn:
a Negative votein all my Minifterial A&ions, fo far as they ar

left to humane determination : I can refolveto do nothing h":
fuch matters, but by his confent. And if I find reafon fort x’
inhis abilities and my difabilities, ic is Lawful. The thing thlf;:e
fore being Lawfull, and fuchas nonecan hinder me from,

- mot why it may not be made the matter of Confent, when the

«Churches Peace requireth it. -
o - $.15%. 7. Moregver, as Divifions juftly provoked the Chur

shes ac firfk co think of fuch lawful means, for the cure ; fo 0ur

Divifions

—

RO 20 T

ble then themfelves, Butitis lawfulfor
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‘Divifions, or danger of them, do make it as Necefiary, or conve-
“nient, now asthen. We fee to our fhame, that in moft or ma-
ny Congregations, Minifters thac are egsa/or neer to an equa-
lityin parts and place, can hardly agree and live in Peace : but
they are jealous of one another, and envying each othcrs‘e{’cce_m
and intereft ( Though I confefs this is fo odiousa vice, that its
an abominable fhamefull thing that any Minifter of Chrift ﬂlou[d
be tainted with it:but foit is,we cannot hide it. )And therefore it
is our ordinary courfe to have fuch a difparity of age, and parts,
and interefts,that one may have theprehcminencc,and'fomc rule,
and the reft be ruled by him. ;
§.16. 8. Laftly, the Antiquity and fpeedy Univerfality of
this courfe, isa firong argument to make men moderate in the
point. For 1.1t feemeth a moft improbable thing that 4// the
Charches, or /o many, thould fo fuddenly take up this Prefidency,
‘Prelacy, or Difparity without feruple orrefiftance,if it had been
againft the Apoftles minds. 'For it cannot be imagined that all
thefc Churches that were planted by the Apoftles, or Apoﬂql_xcal
men, and had feen them and converfed withthem, fhould be
either utterly ignorant oftheir minds, in fuch a matter of pub-
like prattice, or elfe thould be all fo carelels of obeying their
new received dorine, as prefentiy and unanimoufly to confens
toa change, or endure it without refiftance. Would #0 Church
or 0 perfons in the world, contend for the retention of the Apo-
folical inftitutions? Would no Charch hold their o¥n, and
- bear witnefs againft the corruption and innovations of the reft?
would s perfons fay, [ you go abomt to alter the frame of Govern-
ment newly planted among us bythe Holy Ghoft 5 It was not thws
3% the dayes of Peter or Paul,or John; and therefore we will bave no
change. "] This feems to me a thing incredible, that the whole
Church fheuld all at once almoft fo fuddenly and filently yieldta
fuch a change of Government. And I do not think that'any man
can bring one teltimony fromall the volumesof Antiquity to
prove that ever Church ‘or perfon refifted or difclaimed fuch a
«change, in the times when it muft be made, ifeverit was made,
thatis, inthe firlt or fecond ages.
§.17.Yea 2.Itis plain by the teftimony of Hierom before men-
tioned and other teftimonies of antiquity; thatin Alexandris, ag
deaft, this practice wasufed in the dayes of the Apoff/esthems
: : sf felves,

e
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flves. For they teRifiethat from the dayes of Mark. the Evae*

gelift till the days of Heroclas and Dionyfius , the Preskyiers
chofe ane from among them,and called him their Bifbsp. Now 1t15

fuppofed by the beft Chronologers that Mark was flain abont the -

fixey chird year of our Lord,and the tenth of Ners ;and that Pe:

ser and Pand were put to deach about the fixey fixth of our Lord,

and thirteenth of Zero, and that Johnthe Apoftle died about

the ninety eighth year of our Lord,and the firlt of Z74jar,.

which was about thirty five years after the death of Afark:
Now I would leave it to any mans impartial confideration,whe-
ther it be credible that the holy Apofties, and all che Evangelifl
or Afiitants of them, then alive, would have fuffered this 10°

novationand corruption in the Church without a plaindifow!i- .

ing it and reprovingit : “Would they filently fee their newl
citablifhed Order violated in their own dayes,and not fo muc
as tell the Churches of the fin and danger? Orif they had in°

deed done this, wonld none regard it, nor remember it, fomuch -

asto refift thefin ? Thefe things are incredible. . ,

§.18. AndIam confident if the judicions godly people bhad thesr
choice , from the experience of what is for their good, they
would commonly choofe a fixed Prefident or chief Paftor 10
every Church. "Yea I fee, thatthey will not ordinarily endure

that it fhould be otherwife. For when they find that God

doth ufually qualifie one zhove the reft of their Teachers ,

they will hardly confent that the reft have an equal power -
- Over them. I have feen even a fober unanimous Godly

people , refufe fo much as to give their hands to an 8%

fiftant Presbyter whom yet they loved, honoured and obeyed,
though they were urged hard by himr that they preferred, 204 -

all froma loathnefs that there thould be a parity. 1know 0OF

one Congregationto my remembrance, that hath many Mint:
fters, but would have one be chief, :

§. 19. Obje. Bar, ( the Prelatical men will fay) osr Parifbes

are not Capable of shis, besan/e they have commonly bnt ove Paftor,
nor have maintainance for more.” Anfw. 1. Though the greater
namber have but one yet it isan ordinary cafeto have two,0f

three,or more, where there are Chappels in the Parifh, and che -
Congregations grear, asin Market Towns. And if ever W€ -
have Peace and a fecled faithfull Magiftrate that will do his P;;‘r‘_‘
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for the boufe of God, we fhall certainly bave many Miaifters in
. great Congregations : Or elfe they are like to be left defolate;
‘For Minifters will over-run them , for fear of undertaking far
;nore work then with their utmoft pains they are ableto per-
orm. : ,f el

§.20. And 2. There are few Congregations, I hope,of God-
ly people, but have fome private menin them thafare fic to be
Ordained Afliftant Presbyters,though not to goveraa Church
alone ( without neceffity } yettoaffitt a Learned, judicious
man, {uch asunderftand the body of Divinity, (asto the great
and neceffary poincs ) and are able to pray and difcourfe as well
as many or moft Minifters, and to exhort publicklyin acafe
of need. He that would imitace the example of the Primitive
Church ( atlealt in the fecond Cencury ) fhould Ordyin fuch as
thefe to be fome of them Afiffant Elders, and fomeof them
Deacons in every Church (thae hath fuch; ) and let them not
teach publickly, when a more learned, ablePaftor is at hand to
doit, butletthem affitt him in what they are fictelt co perfosm;
Yet lec thém notbe Zay Elders : butauthorized to all Paftoral
adminiftrations,and of one and the fame effice with the Paftor,
though dividing the exercife and execution according to their
abilities and opporrunities 3 and not comming in without Ordg.
nation, nor yet taking up the Office anly pro zempore. And
thus every Pari(h, where ate able Godly men, may havea Pref-
‘byterieand Prefident. ;

§.21. Till then 3. It is granted by the Learned Dr. H. H.
that it is not neceffary to the being of a Bifhop that he have fel-
low Presbyters with him in that Church : Ifhe have but Deacons
it may fuffice. And thisis eafie to be had. 2 piis

§.22. Andindeed 1. The parts of mrany very able Chriftians,
ate too much buricd and loft as to the Church, for want of be.
ing drawninto more publick ufe. 2. And itis it that temptet
them to run of themfelves into the Miniftry, or to preach with=
out Ordination, 3. Andyet few of thefe are ficto be erufted
with the Preaching of the word, or gaiding of a Churchalone,
no nor in equality with others : for they would either corrupe

the do@rine, or divide the Church. But under the infpe&ion

and diretion of amore Learned jadicious man,as his affiftancs,
doing nothing againft his mind, th;y might be very ferviceable
st 2 to
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to fome Churches. And fuch a Bifhop with fach a Presbyteric
and Deacons ( neither Lay, nor ufually very Learned ) wer¢

the ancient fixed Governours of the Churches,if I can under-
ftand antiquity. '

@@W@@@@W@@@gﬁﬁw
CHAP, V.

e ——

Obﬂ’ﬂﬁ)ﬁf againft the Prefidenty fore-

mentioned, anfwered..

5.1, o U T it isnot likely but all thefe moti-
2 ons will have Diffenters on both fides ;

&% It were ftrangeifin a divided agear

< " place, and among a people engaged in-
fo many fgveral parties, and that 10 -

&) deeply as now. men are, there fhoul

‘any. healing remedy be propouf ed, .

that fh_'jOlﬂd' not have abundance of oppofers: Moft men &7
prejudiced and affected at their Education ; or opportunities,0f
parties , or feveral intereft fway them. And therefore I expe

that moft fhould rejeGallthacIfay , and fome of them witll -
much reproach and fcorn. . Our difeafe ‘were not f0° grest and -

dangerous,if it could bur endure the remedy, = But Jetus. confi-
der fome of their Obje&ions. e

§.2.Obje. 1. The mnpeaceable men of the Prelatical way will *

fay [ Zhis isut 1o turn a Bifbop into a Parifh-Prieft and 10

5
make him the Ruler of a Parify and a Curate or 1wo, awd in mary

places, of no Minifiers at all: A fair. Promotion. It ﬁ{”[:‘
Jou would leave shems bt & name and foadow , andmake them 1070
coptemptible, '

§: 3. Anf. 1, Remember that I grent you alfo the Proﬁd’f’[‘}
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cy of Affociations, erc. which youmay call an Archbifhoprick,
if youpleafe. 2. Is ithononr that you contend for, or labour
and fervice tothe Church ? If honour, you muft getit by beirg :
the fervants of ethers, and not by being Lords of the Clergy e 1. 21, -
or heritage of God. If yon are fecking honour of men, and fpeaks of the
foeundmg‘ofﬁces in the Church, by fuch direGtorsas ambition, Primitive Bi-
vouare not the men that we can hope for Peace or Holinefs from, }?;3}’;2‘3;‘ k-
and therefore can have little treaty with you, buttolay byfbytexsundesr
your wickednefs. But ifit be férwice that you contend for, in Or- them but one
der to the Churches good,try firft whether a Parifs will not find or moze Dea~ |
you work enough. have tried it and find thac if I were ten men, ©"*
I could find as much as T-amable to do,in thisone Parifth. Though
I do as much as 1 am well able night and day, and bave fo many
helpers, yet it is fo great a trouble to me, thatmy work and
chargeis quite too great for me,chat I have been often tempted
to delertic, andgoto a fmaller place : And nothing ftayes me -
but this confideration ; that God requireth no more then Ican_
do, and that its better do what I can then nothiog:. and that if
1 leave them:,” the next is like to do no more.- Could I but {peak:
with each man in my Parifh by .perfonal Inftru&ion, once a
moneth, or once a quarter, of half year, it would put me into
high expe&ations of makinga Very gredt changeamong them,
ble to fpeakto them paft

by this means : But when 1 am pot-a n
oncea year,or two years,[muft needs featleft the force of former = &

words ‘will be loft before 1 come again. And yet muft you
needs have more work_and fervice,and mere [onls tO anfwer for ?
To deal plainly and faichfully with you, Brechren, impartial °
ftanders by conceive that its time for you rather to be more d"h'v
gent. in a fmaller charge,and to lament your negligence in your
Parithes, and publickly tobewail that you have by your idlenels
betrayed fo many fouls:letting them alonein their ignorance and
- ungodlinefs,and commonly doing little in your charges,but what -
youdoat Churchin publick. Overfeers think that moftof you
are fitter for {mallercharges ratherthen for greater. I gioubs‘
this will offend many: But you were better ufe it toyour Repen-
tance and Reformation,then your offence. »
§.4..And 3.} pray you confider how your paffion and partiali-
ty: maketh you contradi& yourfelves. Do you not ufe to re-
proach.thie Presbyrers;that they would allbe Bifhops, and they:*
? Sf 3. would-
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would bave a Bithop in every Parifh,and fo are againt Bifhops,
that they maybe Bifhops themfelves? And whar! is a Parifh Bt-

fhoprick (o ‘gredt a prize for os» Ambition, and yet is it fo con-
"temptible to yesrs ? Are we proud for feeking to be Parsfh Bifhops
‘and do yos take itas anempty name or fthadow ? At deaft then

confels hereafter, that your Pride is fo much greater then 0urs,
that the Mark of our Ambition is taken by youto bea low difbo-
nourable {tate..

§-5. And 4. I would intreat you impartially to try, wheher
the Primitive Apoftolick Epifcopacy fixed in particular Churches
were nota Parochial Epifcopacy ? Try whether I have not pro-
ved it before ? And if it were, will you pretend toantiquic?,
and Apoftolick inftitution,and yet defpife the primitive fimplici-
ty,and that which you confefs was fectled by the ApoftieseLet the
Eldeft carry it wickout any more ado. SV

§.6. And 5. Atlealt fay no more that you are for Epifca
pacy, and we againft ic : when we are for Epifcopacy 88 well_as
you. Icisonly yoursramfcendent, or exorbitant fore of ‘Epif-
copacy that we areagainft. Say not ftill that we haveno Power
of Ordination, becaufe weare not Bifhops ; but becaufe weare
only Bifhopssf one Church. Put the controverfie truly as it 15,
Whether it be lawful for the Biflbop of oxe Chsrch with his Prebyre-
?y to Crdain ? Yea or whether many fuch Affocizted may Or-
dain? Or rather, whether it be tyed to the Bifhop of many
Charches (asyou would haveit : ) thatis, Wherher Ordination
belong to Archbifbopsonly ? Ts not this the controverfie ?

§.7. Andthen 6. Whydo you in your Defimitions of Epifco-
pacy ( which you very feldom and fparingly giveus ) require
no more then a Parochial Epifcopacy, and yet now defpifeitas
ifit were no Epifcopacyatall? Tell us plainly what you mean
by a Bifthop? I thought you meanta Primy, Presbyterorsm, Of
;_“ lcaQ, a Ru!er o‘f People and Presbyters And is notthis to be
oundina Parifh Bifhop,as well asin a Bifhop of many Parifhes,

_ or Churches ? Change your Definitiens from this day forward,

g ‘y&)u muft havea change of the thing defined, asit feems you

$.8. And I wou'd know whether itis Ef-
S _ you can prove that it is E/-
{;mw.“?.“ Bifhop to have more Churches or Parifhes then one?
FTOvVewtifyou arcable. Was not great Gregory of Naoce[aread

Bifhop




Bifhop with his fzvesteen ﬁ;Sl.rs? -ljgwd%vas not 4
Colliar ) whom he Ordained at Comans, a Biﬂio o
of ; Tmall Affembly ? Do not fome of yc’)u confefr ’ tthl;(:%gi?hggt
in Scripture-times hatl no fubje® Presbyters, a ; .
bad but & fingle Congregation ? If tben}a,. Pariﬂx?r ngxf]equécr;tl_y#z
onal Bxfhop.were a true Bifthep, why may he rot be fo éill% '3
$.°9. Obje®. 2. But the Church under Chriftian Princes
/%oﬂld not be confarmcd tothe model of the Church under perﬁlm-
ZM 2 Shall B;ﬂya_p: have o more pewer and honour zow then they
: ng I:ﬁ: ?dWe fee ;)n Conftantines dayes a change was made. Mujt
e tyed to ifh ’ ]
= ,gri]b J :Sc;ipf:r::;ﬁg ‘n;?, becanfe they were Bifbopsonly af
. 10. "Anfw. 1. We would not have the

asthey wercthen, nor yetto want any due rgn;c:g;{;eglgrzg;ie::) :’x’-':
affiftance that a Chriftian Magiftrate canafford them. Bur yer
v;c would h;ve Gods Word to be our Rule, and Bifhops to be -
the fame things now as then, and we wouldnot have men make -
the profperity of the Church a pretence for altering the Ordi-
nances or I‘n{htuuons of Chrift, and making fuch ’zc:han' es asA
their conceits or ambitious minds incline them to, We ﬂ}allgnevtr
have a Rule nor fixed certainty, if we may changethings our

dlves on fuch pretences.Pretend not then to Antiquity,as you do.

§. 11. And 2. I havein the former Difputation proved by
;nlany Reafoss, that it wasnot the mind of thé Apoftles them-

clves, that the Parochial or Congregational Churches which
they planted, fhould be changed into another fort of Churches.
Nor is there any reafon for it, but againft it, in the profperity ot
the Church, and piety of Magiftrates. For . pious Magiftrates -
fhould help to keep, and not to break Apoftolical inftitutions.
2.-And pious Mag ftrates thould further the good of the Church,
and not hurt it to advance ambitious men. 2 :

§. 12. For 3. Minifters are for the Churches, and therefore -
no change muft be made on fuch pretences chat is againft the
good of the Churches. If every Parifh or Congregation then,
were meet tohave a Bifhopand Presbyterie of their o%n, why
fhallthe Church bénow fo abufed, asthat s whole County fhall
Tave l;:on_c Bifhopand his Presbyterie ? 1f every Hofpital or
Foxgen ad a Phyfician with his A pothecarics and Mates, in your

athers deyes,would you be their benefa&ors, by procuring that
all .
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all-the County fhall have but onc Phyfitian wich his Apothe-
caries 2 Or if every School had 2 Schoolmafter in your Fore-
fathers dayes, will you {3y, there fhallbe but one in your dayes,
in a whole County ? Do you thus think tohonour Phyfitiaos and
Schoolmafters, to the ruine of the people and the Schools ? So
doyou in your advancement of Bifhops. Upon my certain €x-
perience I dare affirm it, that every Parifh of four or five
thoufand fouls, yea of a thoufand fouls, hath need of fuch a
Presbyterie for their Overfight. Andis not he thac hatha Coun-
ty on his hands, like to do lefs for this Town or Parifh, then if
he had no more then this? If your Bees fwarm, you wilksiat
keep themall fill inan hive, nor think of enlarging the hive to
that end : but you will help the fwarm to an hive of their own.
If your Children marry, you will racher fectle them in Families

- of .their own, then retainall them and all their Children in the

Family with your felves. So if a Bifhop of one Church (hould
Convert all the Countrey, he fhould rather fettle them in feves
ral Churches, proportionable to their numbers and diftances,then
to call themall &z own Church.

§. 13. Obje&. 3. But by this means the Church would be

peftered with Bifbops. What anumber of Bifbops wonld you have,

5f every Parifh-Pricft werea Bifisp? pwe readnot of [ch numbers
as this wonld procure in the antient times.

§». 14« Anfw. 1. I find where Chrift commandeth us to pray

the Lord of the harveft to fend forth Labourers ( that is, mOre
Labourers ) into the harvelt, becaufe of the greatnefs of the
harveft. But I find not where heonce requireth us to pray Of
wifh that there may not be too many, for fear of peftering the
Church, or diminifhing the honour of the Clergy. Mens purfes,
I warrant you, will hinder the over-abounding -of them ; and
Gods providence doth not enrich too many with abilities and
willingnefs for the work. Do yos undertake that they fhall not
betoo bad ; and 1 dare undertake they will not be roo max).

5. 15. And 2. Isic nok the felicity and glory of the Church
which yon obje& as aninconvenience or reproach ? O'bleﬂ'ed
time and place that hath but enom that are able and faithfull {
But I never kaew, nor heard, nor read of the age that had 00
‘many that were good and faithfull in the work. Would you

not have a chief Schoolmafter in every School, or TOWD, é‘;ﬁ
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fear the Land fhould be peftered or overwhelmed with School-
‘maflters? Why how canthere be too many, when people will
imploy no more then they need? O miferable Church that hath
fuch Bifhops, that are afraid Gods vineyard fhould be furnifhed
with labourers, left their greatnels and honour {hould be dimi-
nifhed ! Do younot fee how many thoufand fouls lie ftillin ig~
niorance, preflumption and fccurity for all the number of labourers
that we have? And fee you not that (ix partsofthe worldare
Tnfidels,and much for*want of Teachers to inftrué them? And yet
are you afraid that there will be too many ? What could the ene-
my of the Church fay worfe

- §.16. Obje&. we donot mear too man) Teachers,bat too many
Bifbops; that is too many Governours of the (hurch. Anfw.1.God
knoweth no Governours Minifteriall buc teachers : It feems you
would have fomewhat chat you call Goversment and leave the /z-
bonr of Teaching to others: Asif you knew not thacit is they that
are efpecially wortly of the donble bononr that labowr inthe word
and dotrine, 1 Tim. 5. 17. Orasif youknew notthateven the
Government of Paftors is moftly by teaching. 2. Government
and Teaching go together,and are both neceffary to the Church;
And the diminifhing the number of Governours and of Teachers
is allone : As a Phyfitian doth Govern all his Patients in order
to their cure,and a Schoolmafter all bis {chollars in order te their
learning ; fo doth a Paftor all his flock, in order to their fan&i<
fication and falvation. And for the Government of the Aizs.
fiers themfelves, the number fhall beincreafed aslittle asmay be.
Parifh Bithops will Govern butafew ; and cherefore they can
wrong but few, by their mif-government. '

§ 17. Obje&. 4. Bat by this means we Jhall have unworthy,
raw, andignorant men made Bifhops 1 What kind of Bifhops foell
we have , sfevery Parift Prieft muft be a Bifhop 2 Sowme of them
are boyes . and fome of them empty, filly [onls to make Biflops of-

§. 18. Anfw.1 fhall lay open the nakednefs of this Objection
alfo, fochatit fhall be no fhelter to domincering inthe Church,
1. Awake the fparks of bumility that are in you,and tell us open-
ly, whether you think your felves more able worthy men to
Govern aCounty, or a hundred Parifhes, then fuch as we are
to Govern one ? Though I have been many and many atime
tempted with Fenas to run away from the charge thariscaft

. : Tt ‘ ) - uapon
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upon me, as 2 burden too heavy for me to bear', and [ know ;f:‘;
felf to be lamentably infafficient forit: yerT'muft profefs, b o
am fo proud as o think my felf as able to be the Paftor or T
fhop of this Parifh, as moft Bifhopsin England, yeaor any in
of them, to be the Paftor and Governour of a County, 0 did
Eundred or two hundred Parifhes. Were you bumble, 9; a3
vou dwe!l at home, or take an account of your own alf” ‘“P;
when yon reproach others as unable to be the Bifhops © ‘r’ od
rith,and think your felves able to be the Bifhops of2 Diocels §

contend for it fo eagerly ? & v ¢t
 §.19. And 2.1 further anfwer you: We will leave you nopa—
rag of this Obje@ionto cover your nakednefs. - For if any i
ftors or Parith Bifhops be moreignorant.then others,and uniit

to Teachand Rule their flacks without the affiftance, teaching

o dire&ion ofmore able'men, weall agree thatits the du}tzy;:f
foch men to Learn while they are Teashers, and to D

while they are Rulers, by them that'are wifer. ~ For 251 fa?d 2

a Parity inregard of office; doth not deny a difparit) Ofg'f”l'
and parzs 1 And we conftantly hold, that of men that are €qus
in regard of office, the younger and more ignorant fhoub
learn of the aged that are more able and wife, andbe Rnled i
their advice, as far as their infufficiency makes It neceffary. An
will not this foffice ? ' sl
. §.20.And 3. If this fuffice not, confider that Affocfate
Pafttors are linked together, and do nothing in any weighty oo 8
ters of common concernment, ( or of private wherein they net
advice ) without the help and dire®ions of the reft. Aond 3

young man may govern a Parifh by the advice of a Presbyterie

andalfo of Affociated able Paftors,as well as fuch Bifhops 8 W€
have had, have governeda Diocefs. =~ =~

§.21. And yet 4. Ifall'this fuffice not, beit known tO you
that we endeavour to have the beft that can be got for every
Psrifh : and Novices we will have none, except in cafe of t_rlfftr
neceffity: And we havean a& forreje@ing all the mfufﬁcnena :
as well as the fcandalous and negligent : and any of you may

be heard that will charge any among us with infufficiency Sure

am we are cleanfing the Chureh of the infufficient and fca?gsé
lous_that the Prelates brought in, as faft a wecan if ﬂgY Pma
like them, that fince are introdueed, we defire that L0y fpee
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fpeed no better. What fide foever they be on, we defire able
taithfull men, and defire theeje@ion of theinfufficient and ua-
“faithfull. And youth doth not alway prove infufficiency. Wit-
nefs Timsthy,whofe youth was not to be defpifed. At whatage
Origenand many more of old began, is commonly known. ¥ige.
Jins was Bifhop at_twenty years of age (the 7" ridentine Bifhop}
We will promife you that we wiil bave none fo young to be
Parifh Presbyters, as Rome bath had fome Popes and Cardinals
and Archbifhiops and Bifhops.  Nor fhallany fuch ignorant in-
fufficient men, I hope, be admitted, as were commonly admitted
by the Prelates. .- . , :

§. 22. Obje&.5.But the Apoftles and E vangelifts had alarger
circnit thes a Parifb,andsherefore [o [hnld their Succeffors bave?
eAnfw. 1 grant you that they had a larger circuit,and that here=
in, and in their ordinary work they have {ucceffors: And we
confent that you fhall be their Succeffors. Gird up your loins,
and travailabout asfar as you pleafe, -and preach the Gofpelto
as many as will receive you ( and {ure the Apoftles forced none )
and convert as many foulsas you can, and dire& them when
you have done in the way of Church-communios, and do all
the good that you-can in the world and try whether we will bin-
der you. Have you not liberty to do as the Apoftles did ? Be
ye fervants of all, and feek to fave all, and take on you thus
the care of all the Churches,and fee who will forbid fuch an Epif-
copacy asthis? ‘

§.23. Obje&. 6. But it feems yon wonld have none compelled
to obey the Bifbops bt they onlythat are willing frowld. doit & and
fomen foall have liberty of confeience, and anarchy and parity wnd
<confufion will be bronght intothe Charch. Anfw. 1.1 would have
none have liberty for ‘any certain impiety or fin: And yet I
would have no fin ‘punifhed beyond the meafure of ics deferts-

. Andl would not have preachers made noPreachers. (unlels thie
Church may fpare thew)becaufe their judgements areagainft Di-
ocefan Bithops : and therefore I would havenose fitcoced or faf-
fpended for this. . 2. Andwhatis it thacyon wouldhavethats
" better 2 Would you have men forced to aeknortiedge and fub-
mit to your Epifcopacy 2 And how.¢ Sall :penaltics will not
change meps judgements, nor confciences. Silencing or death
would deprive the Church of their labours: sand fo-wemltxifi
- : L2 lofe
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