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ruined, for fear of mens unjufl pretences of a Neceftity: that's 
but a fad Cure. 

$. 29. But on tbe other fide i t willfceobje&ed, This is bnt 
patching up a peace. If 1 thinly that one man hath no more right 
then another to a Negative voice, Vchy JhcuUl feem to grant it 
him by my pratlice ? Anfre. As when we come to Heaven, and 
not till then, we (hall have perfect Bolinefs ; fo when we <ome 
to Heaven, and not till then, we (hall have perfect Vnity 
Peace. But t i l l then, I (hall take that which you call Patching, 
as my Duty, and our great Benefit. I f you think one man have 
not a Negative voice, wc neither urge you to fay that he hath, 
nor fo much as to feera to own his claim. You {hall have leave 
jn the publike Regifter of the Affociation, to put it under your 
Band, that [Not as owning the claim of the Prefidents Negative 
voice but as yielding in 4 Lawful thing for Peace, youdo Confer* 
to forbear Ordaining any without him, except in Cafes of Necejfr 
tjr.J This you may do, without any fliewof contradiding your 
Principles, and thisis all that isdefired. 

$• 3 0 Queft. And may roe net for peace fake, granthem ** 
much tn point of Jurisdiction,as cf Ordination, andConfent to Jo 
nothing withmt Neceffity, butVvhenthcPreftdent is one, and doth 
Confent ? Anfrv. Either by Jurisdiction you mean Law m*ki»p 
or Executive Government. The firlt belongs to none but Chntr, 
inthefubftanceof hisWorfhip • and the Circumftances no man 
may Vniverfally and Unchangeably determine ofcbut pro re natA, 
according to emergent occafions the Magifrate may make 
Laws for them, and the Paftors may make Agreements for Con
cord about them; but none fhould determine of them without 
seed: and therefore here is no work for Legiftaters (the Ufurpers 
that have grievoufly wronged the Church.) And for Execu
tive Government, either it is over the People, or over the Paftors. 
To give a Negative voice to the Prefident of an Affociation of 
the Paflors of many Churches, in Governing the People c f a 

fingle Church, is to fet up a new Office ( a fixed Paftor of ma
ny Churches) and to overthrow Government, and introduce 
ihe noxious lort of Prelacy, which for my part, I intend not to 
be guilty of. And for proper Government of the Paftors,\ know 
none but God and Magiftrates that have that Power. Every 
Bjfliop.faith CyprUn,M\i the Council of Carthage, hath Power 



of his own will , and is refponfible for his Anions to God, a»«d 
none of us are EpifcopiEpifcoporum, Bifhopsof Biihops. Buc 
there'is Communion among Payors and Churches to be exerci-
fed, and fo an avoiding or reje&ing from Communion: and this 
fome call ( improperly ) a Government. And in this, for my 
part, I fhould confent, where peace doth require i t , that we will 
n$t agree upon the rejtUingof any P aft or of cur Affectation ( no 
more then to rhe Accepting or Ordaining of them) without 
the Pref dent, but in cafes of Neceffitj : and that jufi on the terms 
cxpreit about Ordination. 

$•, 31. As for inftance, in a particular Church, there is a Com
munion to be held among all the members, though' none of them * 
but the Officers are Governors of the Church. And- in many 
cafes where the Peoples Confent is needful, its common to ftand 
to a Major vote : and fo great a ftrefs is laid on this, that by ma
ny of the Congregational way the Government of the Church 
is faid to be in the Major vote of the people : and yet 1 • This 
is indeed no Government that belongs to them; but Confent U 
Communion or Exclttfion ; and 2. No Scripture dorh require a 
Minor pare co ftand in all cafes to the decifion of a Major vote, 
nor give a Major vote any Rule over the Confciences of the M i 
nor part ( (hew us this voting power in Scripture) And yet 
3."All agree, that upon natural Reafons and General Rules ot 
Scripture, the Churches are allowed, yea obliged, in lawful 
things, for maintaining Vnitj anl Peace, to {rand to rhe judge
ment of a Major vote, ( in Cafes that belong to them to vote 
in ) though there be no particular word for it in the Scripture: 
Even fo Affociate Pafiors have not a proper Government or ope 
another, neither by Presents or Major votes, ( thougn ov 
the people they have,) but are all under the Government 01 
Qod and the Magiftratt only. A nd yet tbey may in acts of C"»-
fent about Communion or j^on communion with one anotne , 
prudentialiy agree, to take the Confent of the P ^ f f , ^ 
xhz Major vote of Pafiors, or of both, where Peace, orOracr, 
or Edification requiretb i t : except in cafes of Neceffity. 

§. 32. Queft. But what willyou tahfor a Cafe of Neceffttyi 
which you will except ? Anfw. 1. I f the Present be dead. 2. Or 
fick, or abfent and cannot come. 3. Or if he be malignant, and 
wilfully refufe to Confcat that the Church be well provided for, 
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or Governed. 4. And withal 1 fuppofing that without the great 
hurtorhazzardof the Churches, we cannot delay the bufinefs, 
t i l l he be one, or do Confent. 5. Efpecially i f he be fct in enmi
ty againft the welfare of the Church : and by pretence of a fuf-
pending vote would deftroy the Church, and brin&in unworthy 
hurtful perfons or things. In all fuch Cafes of Nectjftty, its 
time to lay by our humane Rules for peace and Order. 

§. 3 3. Objeft . But who fhall fo judge of this NeceffitJ^ 
Anfw. The Magiftrate only (hall be the Compelling Judge. The 
people ftiali be the Difcerning Judges : the Paftors (hall atleaft 
have as much power as the : each of them fliali Difcern, 
(o&rzixhey obey andexecute. And God only (hall be the 
final Judge. 

$•34- Objed. But this will but caufe Diviftom. and Confr' 
fions>} while the Prefident things one thing Neccffary, and the 
Paftors another* and the ^People another. Anfw. laniwered this 
before. Reafon muft not be caft by and the Churches ruined8 

and poyfon and deftrudion taken in', on pretence of fuch incon
veniences. I f fuch a Cafe of difference fallout, each man will 
execute as he difcerneth or judgeth, ( being to'anfwer for bis 
own actions, and having none that can undertake to anfwer for 
him ) And when we all come to the Bar of God for final Judge -
ment, he that was in the right (hall be juftified, and he that FaTTly 
pretended Necefsity againfl duty (hall bear the blame. 

$. 35. Ob jed. But in the mean time, the Churches 
divided. Anfw. 1. I told j7ou there is no more hope of a ferft& 
Vnitj on earth, then of perfeft Holinefs. 2. When two evils are 
before us, (though neither muft be chofen, for^W/isnotan 
Objed # of r^o/Y^unlefsasfeerainggood, yet') the Greater Evil 
muft be hxft and moft ftudioufly repelled. And the deformity 
and deftrudion of the Churches, and the ca-fting out of the 
Gofpel and Worfhip of God, is a greater Evil then diforder 
about good adions, and differences about fome Circuroftances or 
NccefTary works. 

$. 36, All this that I have faid about the Negative ( defaflo, 
though not de pre) that I would have Contented to for peace, 
I intend not to extend to thofe Cafes and Countries where peace 
requirethitnor, but rather the contrary much lefs to encou
rage any to think fuch a Negative Neccflary in it felf. f ? m e 
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things may be Lawfully granted that are unlawfully and upon 
miftake defired, . 

$.37. Ltf t ly underftand alfo, that when I fpeak of yielding 
to this Negative voice in Ordination, to the Prefidentofiucn 
an AlTociation, 1 intend not to exclude the Presbyterie of a 
particular Church ( where it is fufficient J from thefaid Pow
er and exercife of Ordination : of which I am to fpeak, in the 
the following Chapter, which is of the Trefiacnt of fuch a 
Presbjterif. 

C H A P . I V . 

I t i s ' L a w f u l f o r the Presbyters of a par" 

ticular-Qhurch, to have a fixed T r e -

jident, during l i f e . 

w 

§• *• ^ ^ t o ^ s a Come now to the rooft Ancient fixed 
Bilhop that the Church was acquainted 
with, except the mcer EpifcepusGregis, 
theOvcrfeer of the flock^and that isy 
A Present of many Elders in one parti
cular Church. The Diocefan Bifhop 
was long after this: The firft Bidiops 

( i f you will call them fo ) in the Church were the firft menti
oned Itinerant Btftiops that were fent abroad to convert fouls 
and gather Churches,and afterward took care to water and con
firm them. The next fort of BHhops ( and the firft fo called) 
were the fixed Paftors of particular Churches, that cannot be 
proved to have any fuperiority over Presbyters. The third 
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fort of Bilhops ( in time, and the firftfixedBifliops that 
were fuperiours to other Paftors,) were thefe Prefidents of 
the Presbyteries of particular Churches. And thefe are they 
that now we have to fpeak of. Arid I fliall prove that it is not 
unlawful to have fuch. 
• $.2. But firf t 1 muft tell you what I mean; andfhewyou 

that fuch may be had among us. I have in one of the former 
Deputations, defined a particular Church. I t fliould ordina
rily confift of no more then may hold perfinal Communion tt-
getherin Gehpublicl^WorJhip. But yet take notice, i . T h a t i t 
tendechtothe ftrengch and honour of i t , that it be not too 
imalli but confirming of as many as are well capable of the Ends. 
2. And it is lawful! for thefe to have fome other meeting place* 
tor part of the Church, befidesthe principal place which is for 
h k c C h a P P c l s ° f e a f c m a y 'awfully be made ufe of, for 

trie benefit of the weak, and iame,and aged that cannot alwayes 
or orten come to the common AfTembly.And where fuch Cpap-
pejs are not, it is lawful! to make u f e of convenient honk's. 
IVn 11?'" E C r c n 0 P l a c e t 0 b e b a d > Efficiently capacious of 
* , u l ™"J> o r c , f e i f perfecution forbad them to meet, i t 
migta lhll be but one Church, though the members met in fe-
veral houfes ordinarily : as five hundred in one, and three hun
dred in another, or one hundred only in feveral places, every 
one going to which houfe he pleafed, and having fevcral Pa-
Itors that in Society and by Confent did guide them all. But 
though fomewhat difordcriy may be born within cafes of Ne-
cciiity ; yet I . As it is Neceffary to the Ends.and fo to the Be
ing of a particular Church that they be a Society capable of 
perfonai Communion-, and the perfonal Teaching,Guidanceand 
Overfight or^jhefame Paftors, So 2. I t is defirable, as much 
tending to CFder and Edif7ca;ion, that all of them ttiat arable 
do frequently meet in one AlTembly, for the YVbrfliipping 
of God with one heart and mouth. And this is the Church I 
fpeak of. 

$ 3 .It is not ofNecejfityto the Being of fuch a particular Church 
that it have more Paitors then one: And when one only is the 
Paftor or Governour, that one atone may do all the works of a 
Paftor or Governour ( For what elfe is his Office, but the ftate 
or Relation of a, man obliged and authorized to do fuch works? J 
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The Learned Dr . H. B. thinketh that the Apoftles planted 
none in Scripture times but Tingle Pallors or Biftiops ( called 
alfo Presbyters) in every Cburch,with Deacons under them, 
without any other Presbyters ( fubje& or afiiftanr) over that 
Church. This I conceive cannot be proved, nor fo much as 
the probability of it i nay I thfnk,at leaft a probability, i f not 
a certainty of the contrary may be proved, of fome Churches. 
But yet it is moft likely that it was fo with many Churches. 
And reafon tells us, that the thing being in it felf indifferent, 
was futed by the Apoftles to the ftate of the particular Churches 
that they planted. A [mall Church might well have a Jingle 
Paftor, when a Urge Church, efpecially in times of perfection 
when they muft affemble in feveral h#ufes at once, required 
more. Some places might have many perfons fit for the 
Office , and fome but one : Which cafes muft needs have fome 
Variety. 

§. 4 . Where there are more Pallors in fueh a Churchmen one, 
I know of w Necefny that one fliould have any fuperiority over 
another.- nor can I prove that it was fo from the beginning. Some 
Divines of the Prelatical Judgement think that this was an Or
dinance of the Apoftles, at the firft planting of fuch Churches; 
Others of them think that it was of their appointment, but not 
a&uaily exigent t i l l after Scripture times. Others of them think, 
thac as Hierom faith, it began when fa&iorjs rofe in the Church, 
not by Divine Otdination, but Ecdefiaftical agreement, for the 
preventing or cure of fchifm. 

$.5. The firft Church that we find it in, in Hiftory, is that o f 
Alexandria. And Alexandria was a place exceedingly given to 
fedition, tumults, and divifions 1 the contentions between Cy 
ril and Oreftes,the murder of Hypatiaby Peter and his compa-
ny.the affault made upon Orejies by Amwonius & the other Ni-
m'**Monks,and many fuch feats in thedayesof Theophilas,Di' 
oxyfius, and up to the beginning, do fh;w what they were. And 
Socrates faith of them cxprefly, li. 7. cap. 1 3 • that £ The pee* 
pie of Alexandria above all other men, are given to Schifm and 
contention , for if any quarrel arife at any time among thtm, pre* 
fently hainous und horrible offences ufe to follow, and the tumult 
is never appeafed without great blood-ff^d. ] fuch were the Alex
andrians* 
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$ ; 6. But yet i t is certain that the Original of this cuftom,of 

letting np one as Prefidentor chief Presbyter in a particular 
y iu rch cannot be found out, fo as to fav,by whom and when 
it was firft brought in. But if it began upon the death of M*r\ 
^ ! f m o f t need* be long before the death of John 
tHApoft ie , r m that Church, what ever other Churcesd.d. ) 
fhi« nJlT• l t \ U

u

t h e r c W a s t h c n a ^ r e n c e and indifferency in 
ChTZ: a " d ; 7

h a c o t , h e r Churcei did not prefentiy imitate the 
^ourcnes or Alexandria and Rome herein. He that reads Cle
mens Epftle to the Corinthians without partiality, I think will be 
C U ^ V 1 ^ ( b e f o r e c i t e d , Efift.adGal.adBignon.) that 
£ wrote T 8 ? f U c h a m ° n S c h e CcriLJ,*** 
W r f f « t i r f t f A n d f ° w e B * y % o f fome other 
nypkcel a r i 9 C b u r c h € s i n thofe times, and afcerwards in ma-

in fuch r ^ n ° K C a r l 0 i h e r 0 ^ o f Minifters, or Office, that was 
Tlieir P r e 7 r C ^ S d i ? , n d f r ° m t h c P ^ y t e * that affifted them. 
EtiLIII ?l E

f l

m m e n t B i ^ o p s were not made thaiErfc? 
S r ! ' W / - ^ Pafi°r*m^ having an 0 # a of Teach-
" 8 ™ Governing the « W Fajhrs , as Paftors have of teach

ing ana Governing che/fofc But they were only the chief Pres-
yers, or chief Bifhops or Paftors of that Church,as an Arth* 
aeacon , s to the Beacons when he is made fuch by their choice, 

« 8 M ' c o m P a r i f ° n is ( adEvagr.) 
nl V z ^ v f u l 1 n o w > even in the fmalleft Parifh/or any 
fnX lw m \ ° h a . f u Penor i ty over any Presbyters (though 
fuch as have their maintenance from him, and are chofen byifaim, 
and are called,h« grates ) as , f h e W C r e Of a Supcrour On&r or 
Offijc,Md(o the Governour of the other as his inferiours. 

^ v ^ W a ^ of one in fuch a Church and Proby'ccrie, 
is lawfull I think with fmall labour may be evinced. And 
i . Al l the Arguments before ufed, for the Preftdencj of one in an 
Ajjoc^ncm, will prove this Parochial Preftdencj wuh advantage. 

i o . 2. I t is a thing that is conitantly or very ordinarily 
pradifed-among us already, with common approbation , or 
without contradidion,as far as I have heard. Many places have 
one Mjnifter only that is preferred by thc Patron \ and this one 
Paitor hath divers with him ( or as the common fa> ing \%,Vnder 
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him i ) I f it be a great Congregation.raany have a Curate or af-
fiftant in the Town with them, and other Curates at Chappels 
that depend on that Town. Though there be but one Chap-
pel in this Parifh where I live, yet this Church hath three or 
four Presbyters, and three or four Deacons. And the Law of 
the Land doth give one Minifter only the Maintenance (called 
the Benefice ) and the Power of the Temple, and the calling of 
•Affemblies, and the choice of Curates, whom he is to maintain. 
And they that are chofcn and maintained by htm, muft and will 
be ruled by hiroj at leaft in all circumflantial things. I t belongs 
not to them to Rule even the People contrary to Gods w o r d ; 

nor in fubfantials to inftitute new Ordinances of Worfli ip : 
But in circumfiantials which are "left to humane determina
tion ( as time, place, particulars of order, decency, &c.) no 
doubt but the chief Paftors in each Parirti, do cxercife adualiy a 
Negative Yore, and the Curates do nothing without their con
fent. So that this fort of Prefidency being common among usy 

without contradi&ion I may take it for granted that it hath 
the common confent. Andifany allow not of fo much as istcm* 
monly fifed, yet a Prtfidency is a far lower thing. 

$.11 . 3 .This fort of P.efidency, ( yea with fuch a Nega
tive voice as in the foregoing Chapter is granted; is ufually 
grounded on Nature and the general Rules of Scripture, and 
warranted by them. Nature teachcth us, that the younger and 
more ignorant and unlearned, ihould ( proportionally ) lub-
mit to the Elder and Wifer , and in a fort be Ruled by them . 
And Scripture faith the fame, i Pet. 5,5. lr'J°"%Z{w?rc 
yourfel.es untothe Eld, ] E v e n t h e ^ ^ 
no Officers ; mnfi teach the younger,T*t.z A- ^ Snifter 
ly falls out that in every Parifh that hath many Mmilter . 
there is but one that U aged, or grave and^that one: common
ly « more Lea-ned and judicious then the reft, who » » n ™ ^ 
fome young unexercifed men. Now in fuch cafes. ( * ° ™ " \ 
common) no man can deny that authority to age or W ^ o r n 
that is naturally duetoit , nor exempt the younger iporancer 
men from that fubmiffion which naturally they are bound to , 
Equality of Office may ftand with inequality of gifts and age,and 
confequently of duty. • . . . . . . , . f 

§. 12. 4. The good of the Church requireth it that this dif-

http://fel.es


proportion of Minifters gifts in one and the fame Congregation 
fhouid be the ordinary cafe ( And rules n;uft be fitted to ordi
nary cafes, rather then to extraordinary.) For God doth not 
C as we fee by long and fad experience^ bellow his excellent gifts 
fo commonly, as that one Church ( ordinarily ) fhouid bave 
many Learned able men .- There are but few that are of fcminen-
cy for judgement and other Minifterial abilities: Not on: for 
many Panfhes: If therefore many of thefe (hould be placed 
together in one Church, it would beagainft thc common good, 
and an unjuft ingroflment, and injurious unto others. Provi
dence therefore by the rarity of eminent parts, doth teach us 
to make it the ordinary courfc, that in every Congregation 
where there are many Paftors,fome one of chiefeft parts be cbo: 
Jen to be (landing Moderator of the reft. 

$• 13. $.That which is lawfull for Private mento do to
wards one another , is lawfull Prudentially for paftors tbac 
arc confciousof their own imper/e&ion to do towards one 
that they think more able then themfelves.' But it is lawful for 
Private men to be fubjetl one to another in humility : therefore it 
is iawfull for fuch Paftors, 1 Pet. 5.5. [_Tea all of you be fab-
jeSioneto another, and be cloathed with humility ] A voluntary 
fubjedionto another, in lawfull a Aions, is nowhere forbid
den , but here commanded ; and is a great part of Chriftian 
fclf denyal: and therefore lawful. 

$• 14- 6. And it is a thing that dependeth fo much on the 
Wifdom and will of Presbyters, that no man can hinder it-
can make another Minifter a Biftiopto me, whether other men 
will or not. Honor eft in henorame. I can i . In judgement eftcem 
him more able, yea or more authorized,then other men. 2.And 
I can have recourfe to him for advice. 3. And I can give him 
a Negative vote in all my Minifterial Actions, fo far as they are 
left to humane determination : I can refolve'to do nothing in 
fuch matters, but by his confent. And i f I find reafon for this 
in hisabilities,and my difafcilitics, it is Lawful. The thing there* 
fore being Lawfull, and fuch as none can hinder me from, 1 fee 

• not why it may not be made the matter of Confenr, when ihe 
Churches Peace requireth it . 

15. 7. Moreover, as Divifions juftly provoked the Chur
ches at firft to think of fucb lawful means, for the cure ; fo our 
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Divifions, or danger of them, do make it as NecefTary, or conve
nient, now as then. We fee to our {hame, that in moft or ma-
ny Congregations, Minifters that are equal or neer to an equa
lity in parts and place, can hardly agree and live in Peace : but 
they are jealous of one another, and envying each other sefteem 
and intereft ( Though I confefs this is fo odious a vice, that its 
an abominable ftiamefull thing,that any Miniftcr of Chrift ftiould 
be tainted with it.-but fo it is, we cannot hide it. J And therefore it 
is our ordinary courfe to have fuch a difparity of age, and parts, 
and interefts,that one may have the preheminence,and fome rule, 
and the reft be ruled by him. 

$. 16. 8. Laftly, the Antiquity and fpeedy Univerfality of 
this courfe, is a ftrong argument to make men moderate in the 
point, For i . I t feemetji a moft iraprobable thing that all the 
Churches, or fo many, (hould fo fuddenlj take up this Trefidency, 
Prelacy, or Difparitj without fcruple or refiftance,if it had been 
againft the Apoftles minds. For it cannot be imagined that all 
thefc Churches that were planted by the Apoftles, or Apoftolical 
men, and had feen them and converfed with them, fhould be 
cither utterly ignorant of their minds, in fuch a matter of pub
like pradice, or elfe fhould be all fo carelefs of obeying their 
new received dodrine, as prefently and unanimoufly to confent 
to a change, or endure it without refiftance. Would no Church 
or no perfons in the world, contend for the retention of the Apo
ftolical inftitutions? Would no Church hold their own , and 
bear witnefs againft the corruption and innovations of the reft? 
Would w perfons fay, [ you go about to alter the frame of Govern
ment newly phnted among us by the Holy Ghofl ; It was not tfms 
in the dajes <?/Peter,or Paul,or John; and therefore we will have no 
change. ] This feems to me a thing incredible, that the whole 
7 n " r c h

J } h # l l W a 1 1 a * once almoft fo fuddenly and filently yield to 
fuch a change of Government. And I do not think that any man 
can bring one tcftimony from all the volumes o f Antiquity to 
prove that ever Church or perfon refifted or difclaimed fuch a 
•change, in the times when it muft be made, ifeverit was made, 
t hat is, in the firft or fecond ages. 

$. 17.Yea 2.1t is plain by the teftiraony of Bierom before men
tioned and Other teftimonies of antiquity; that in Alexandria, ac 
ieaft, this praftice was ufed in the dayes of the Apoflksthemi 
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felves. For they teftifie that from thedayes of Mark, w Evm-
gtlift till the days cf Hcroclas and Dionyfius, the Presbyters 
chofe one from among them,and called him their Bljhsp. Now it is 
fuppofed by the beftChronologers t h a t i l i ^ w a s flain about ttie 
fixcy third year of our Lord,and thc tenth oiN*r& jand that Pe • 
ter arid Paul were put to death about the fixty fixth of our Lord, 
an:, thirteenth oi2{ero, and that f o ^ t h e Apoftle died about 
the ninety eighth year of our Lord, and the firft of Trajan* 
which was about thirty five years after the death of Mark. 
Now I would leave it to any mans impartial coFifideration,whe-
ther it be credible that thc holy Apoftles, and all the Evangeh"* 
or Affiftantsof them, then alive, would have furTered this in
novation and corruption in the Church without a plain down
ing it and reproving it : *Would they filently fee their newly 
cftabliflied Order violated in their own dayes,and not lo mucn 
as tell the Churches of the fin and danger? Or i f they had in
deed done this, would none regard i t , nor remember if , fo much 
as to refift the fin ? Thefe things are incredible. . 

§. 18. And I am confident i f thc judicious godly people hadthetr 
choice, from the experience of what is for their good, they 
would comsionly choofe a fixed Prefident or chief Paftor in 
every Church. Yea I fee, that they will not ordinarily endure 
that it ftiould be otherwife. For when they find that God 
doth ufually qualifie one above the reft of their Teachers , 
they will hardly confent that the reft have an equal power 
over them. I have fecn even a fober unanimous Godly 
people , refufe fo much as to give their hajids to an af-
fiftant Presbyter whom yet they loved, honoured and obeyed, 
though they were urged hard by him that they preferred, an« 
all from a loathnefs that there (hould be a parity. I know not 
one Congregation to my remembrance, that hath many Mini: 
Iters, but would have one be chief. 

$.19. Objcd . But, ( the Prelatical men will fay) our Parijbes 
are not capable of this, beeaufe they have commonly but one Paprf 

nor have maintenance for more. Anfw.i. Though the greater 
number have but one yet it is an ordinary cafe to have two, or 
ihrcc.or more, where there are Chappels in the Parifti, and the 
Congregations great, as in Market Towns. And i f ever wc 
have Peace and a fetled faithfull Magiftrate tfcat will do his pare 

for 
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for the houfeof God, we fhail certainly have many Minifters ts 
great Congregations: Or elfe they are like to be left defolate; 
For Minifters will over-run them , for fear of undertaking far 
more work then with their utmoft pains they are able to per
form. % 

§• 20. And 2. There are few Congregations,I hope,of God* 
iy people , but have forae private men in them that* are fit to be 
Ordained Affiftant Presbyters^though not to govern a Church 
alone ( without neceffi tyj yettoaflift a Learned, judicious 
man, fuch as undcrftand the body of Divinity, ( as to the great 
and neceltary points) and are able to pray ani difcourfe as well 
as many or moft Minifters, an^ to exhort publicklyin acafe 
of need. He: that would imitate the example of the Primitive 
Church ( at leaft in the fecond Century ) (hould Ort&in fuch as 
thefe to be forae of them AJJiftant Elders, and fome of them 
Dwcons in every Church (that hath fuch ; ) and let them not 
teach pubiickly, when a more learned, able^ftor is at hand to 
do it •, but let them aftift him in what they are fitted to perform; 
Yet let thdra not be Ldy Elders : but authorized to all Paftoral 
adminiftrations,and of one and the fame'effice with the Paftor, 
though dividing the"exercife and execution according to their 
abilities and opportunities; and not comming in without Ordi 
nation, nor yet taking up the Office only pro tempore. And 
thus every PariOi, where ate able Godly men, may have a Prel-
byterieandPrefidenr. 

i.zi. Ti l l then 3. I t is granted by the Learned Dr. B. B. 
that it is not nccefTary to the being of a Bilhop that he have fel
low Presbyters with him in that Church: If.he have but Deacons 
it may fufficc. And this is eafie to be bad. , , 

$.22. And indeed 1. The parts o f many very able Chnftians, 
afe too much buried and loft as to the Church, for want of be-
ing drawn into more publick ufe. 2. And it is it that tempteth 
them to run of themfelves into the Miniftry, or to preach with
out Ordination, 3. And yet few of thefe are fit to be trufted 
with the Preaching of the word, or guiding of a Church alone, 
no nor in equality with others: for they would either corrupt 
the do&rine, or divide the Church. But under the infpecTion 
and direction of a more learned jadtcious raan,as his afiiftants, 
doing nothing againft his mind, they might be very ferviceable 

Sf 2 to 



to fome Churches. And fuch a Bifliop with fach a PresbyMne* 
and Deacons ( neither Lay, nor ufually very Learned ; wer 
the ancient fixed Governouts of the Churches,if I can unuer-
ftand^ntiquity. 

G H A P , V . 

Objections againfi the ^ r e f i d e n c j fore-

mentioned, a r i f w r e d . 4 

^ ^ W ^ l U T it is not likely but all thefe moti
ons will have DilTentcrs on both haes , 

" I t wereftrangeifin a divided age ana 
place, and among a people engaged in 
fo many feveral parties, and that o 
deeply as now men aire, there fliouio 
any healing, remedy be propounded, 

that {hould not have abundance of oppofers: Moft men art 
prejudiced and arTefred at their Education ^ or opportunities,*} 
parties, or feveral intereft fway them. And therefore. I expect 
that moft (hould reje&#all that I fay , and fomc of them witn 
much reproach and/corn. Our difeafe were not to g r e a t a n , . 
dangerous,if it could but endure the remedy. But let us conii-
derforae of their Objections. •<! 

§ .2. O b j e f t i . The mpeaceable men of the Prclatical way J i 
fay [Thisishtt to turnaBijhop into a Parifi-Triejl j *** 
make him the Ruler of a Parifia»da Curate or tm, and ** i* / 
places, of no Miniflers at all : A fair. Promotion. It i" ^ 
you would leave thembnt a name and fhadow, and maks f " e 0 0 

ceptemptibfe. r i f . , 
Anfw.i. Remember that I grent yon alfir the Pnpaen 
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cj of Jffociations, &c. which you may call an Archbtfhoprtck^ 
i f you plcafc. 2. Is it honour that you contend f o r , or labour 
and fervice to the Church ? I f honour, you muft get it by bemg I t s m o r e £ h e n 

the fervants of others, and not by being Lords of the Clergy D r . H.H. 
or heritage of God. I f you are feeking honour of men, and fpeaks of thc 
founding offices in the Church, by fuch diredorsas ambition, 
you are not the men that we can hope for Peace or Holmefs from, h a d n* P r e s _ 
and therefore can have little treaty with y o u v but to lay by?bytas under 
your wickednefs. But if it be fervid that you contend for, in or- them butone 
der to the Churches good,try firft whether a Parifb will not find « ^ 
you wofk enough.l have tried i t , and find that if 1 were ten men 

I could find as much as I am able to do sin this one Panfn.l hough 
I do as much as I am well able night and day, and have fo many 
helpers, yet ft is fo greac a trouble to me, that my work and 
chargeis quite too great for me,thatl have been often tempted 
to defertit, and go to a fmailer place: And nothing flayes me 
but this confideration , that God requireth no more then l c i n 
do,andthatitshetterdowhatIcanthen nothing^and that it 
I leave them , the next is like to do no more. Could I but ipeax 
with each man in my Parifh by pcrfonal InftruAon, once a ^ . 
moneth, or once a quarter, or ^ 1 ™ ' * ^ ^ * ^ -
high expectations ofmakinga ^ ^ [ c b ^ k \ ^ ^ 
1 1 . ^ . r>„ r n r h*n I am not able to ipcak totnem pair 
by this means : But when 1 .am 1 r 0 f former 
once a year,or two years,Imuft needs tear wit ne w j w "J y - > 
words' wUl'be loft before I come again. And ye . muft you 
needs have more ̂  and fervice ,and mere fouls to a n l ™ . , , 
To deal plainly and faithfully with you, Brethren impam 
ftanders by conceive that its time for you n ^ * ^ ' ™ . 
gent. in a fmaller charge,and to lament your neghgence n your 
Parifhes, and publickly to bewail that you have by yoi«idleods 
betrayed fo many foullletting them alone in their ignorance and 
ungodlinefs.and commonly doing little in your charges,but: wnat 
you do at Church in public*. Overfeers think that molt or you 
are fitter for fmaller charges rather then for greater. 1 doubt 
this will offend many. But you were better ufe it toyour repen
tance and Reformation,tben your offence. 

6. 4.And 3.1 pray you confider how your Faffion and partiali
ty maketh you contradict your feives. Do you not ufe to re
proach the Presbyters .tfaat they would all be B ifhops, and they r 
* ' J
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would have a Bifhop in every Part&,and fo are agsinft Bifhops, 
that they may be Biilicps themfclves ? And what/ is a Parifb Bi-
(hoprick fo great a prize for onr Ambition, and yet is it fo con
temptible to yours ? Are.??; p^oud for feeking to be Parijh BiJ^ops, 
and diOjoa cake it as an empty name or (hadow ? At "ieaft then 
confefs hereafter, ihatyaur Pride is fo much greater then ours, 
that the Mark of our Ambition is taken by youto be a low difrio-
noarable ftatc. 

§. 5. And 4. I would intreatyou impartially to try, whether 
the Primitive Apoftoiick Epifcopacy fixed in particular Churches 
wer^ not a Parochial Epifcopacy ? Try whether I have not pro
ved it before ? And i f it were, will you pretend to antiquity, 
and Apoftolick inftitution,and yet defpife the primitive llmpl'Ci-
ty,and that which you confefs was fettled by the ApofticsPLetthe 
Eldeft carry it without any more ado. 

§.6. And 5. Atleaft fay no more that you are for Epifco 
facj, and we againft it : when we are for Epifcopacy as well as 
you. ic is only your tranfetndent, or exorbitant fort of Epif
copacy that we are againft. Say not ftill that we have no Power 
of Ordination, becaufe we are not Bifliops; but becaufe we are 
only Bijhopsefone Church. Put the controverfie truly as it is , 
Whether it be lawful for the Bifbop cf one Church with his Prebyte-
ry to ^rdain ? Yea or whether many fuch AlTociated may Or
dain ? Or rather, whether it be tyed to the Biftiop of many 
Churches ( as you would have it : ) that is, Whether Ordination 
belong to Archbifhops only ? Is not this the controverfie ? 

§. 7. And then 6. Why do you in your Definitions of Epifco
pacy ( which you very feldom and fparingly give u s ) require 
no more then a Parochial Epifcopacy, and yet now defpife it as 
k T ! £ n o E P i f c o P a c y ac all ? Tell us plainly what you mean 
by aBjfliop? I thought you meant a Primus Presbyterorurn,or 
atleaft, a Ruler of People and Presbyters? And is not this to be 

r i 1 0 & u P a n ( h B l f t l 0 P > a s well as in a Bifhop of many PariOies, 
or Churches ? Change your Definition from this day forward, 
it you muft have a change of the thing defined, as it feems you 
mult. 

$. 8!. And I wou'd know whether you can prove that i t is Bf-
Jennal to a Bifhop to have more Churches or Parifhcs then one? 
Prove it if you are able. Was not great Gregory ofNxocefarea a 

Bifhor 



Biftiop with hii feventeen fouls ? And was not Alexander (the 
Goiliar) whom he Ordained at Comana, aBifhop, though but 
of a fmall Affembly ? Do not fome of you confefs, that Bifhopi 
in Scripture-times hatl no fubject Presbyters, and confequently 
bad but a fingfe Congregation ? I f then a Parifti or Congregati
onal Bifhop were a true Bifhep, why may he not be fo ftill ? 

$ 9. Objed. 2. But the Church under Chriftian Princes 
Jhould not be confsrmed to the model of the Church under perfecu-
tion : Shall Bifhops have no more power and honour now then they 
had then ? jVe fee in Conftantines dayes a change was made. Mttft 
they tye tyed to a Parifh now, btcaufe they were Btfbops only of a 
'Parifh in Scripture-times ? 

§. i o . Anfw. ii We would not have them perfecuted now, 
as they were then, nor yet to want any due encouragement or 
affiftance that a Chriftian Magiftrate can afford them. But yet 
we would have Gods Word to be our Rule, and Bifhops to be 
the fame things now as then, and we would not have men make 
the profperity of the Church a pretence for altering the Ordi
nances or Inftitutions of Chrift, and making fuch changes as 
their conceits or ambitious minds incline them to. We fliall never 
have a Rule nor fixed certainty, i f we may change th^gs our 
fslves on fuch pretences.Prctend not then to Antiquity ,as you do. 

$. I I . And 2. I have in the former Deputation proved by 
many Reafons, that it was not the mind of the Apoftles them-
felves, that the Parochial or Congregational Churches which 
they planted, fhould be changed into another fort of Churches. 
Nor is there any rcafon for i t , but againft it, in the P^jpemy ot 
the Church, and piety of Magiftrates. For i . Pious Magnates 
ftould help to keep, and not to break Apoftohcal inftuutions. 

And pious Mag ftrates fhould further the good of the cnurcn, 
and not hurt it to advance ambitious men. 

§. 12. For 3. Minifters are for the Churches, and therefore 
no change muft be made on fuch pretences that is agamit t.ie 
good of the Churches. I f every Parrfh or Congregation then, 
were meet tohavea Bifhopand Presbyterie of their own, why 
fliall the Church be now fo abufed, as that a whole County (hall 
have but one Bifhop and bis Presbyterie ? I f every Hofpital or 
Town had a Phyfitian with his Apothecaries and Mates, in your 
Fathers dayes,would you be their benefactors, by procuring that 

all 



ail the County (hail have but one Phyfuian with his Apothe
caries? Or i f every School had a Schoolmafter in your Fore
fathers dayes, will you fay, there (hall-be but one in your dayes, 
in a whole County ? Do you thus think to<honour Phyfitians and 
Schoolmafters, totheruineof the people and thc Schools? So 
do^ou in your advancement of Bifhops. Upon my certain ex
perience I dare affirm i t , that every Parifh of four or five 
thoufand fouls, yea of a thoufand fouls, hath need of fuch a 
Presby tcrie for their Overfight. And is not he that hath a Coun
ty on his hands, like to do lefs for this Town or Parifh, then i f 
he had no more then this? I f your Bees fwarm, you will not 
keep them all mil in an hive, nor think of enlarging the hive to 
that end: but you will help the fwarm to an hive of their own. 
I f ) our Children marry, you will rather fettle them in Families 
of their own, then retain all them and all their Children in the 
Family with your felves. So i f a Bifhop of one Church fhouid 
Convert all the Countrey, he fhouid rather fettle them in feve-
ral Churches, proportionable to their numbers and diftances,then 
to call them all his own Church. 

$.13 . Obj'etft. 3. But by thU means, the Church wetiU be 
pefieredwith Bijhops. What a numbed of Bifhops would you have, 
if every Parifh-Prieft were aBifap ? m read not of fuch numbers 
as this would procure, in the antient times, 

14- Anfw. 1. I find where Chrift commandeth us to pray 
the Lord of the harveft to fend forth Labourers ( that is, more 
Labourers) into thc harveft, becaufe of the greatnefs of the 
harveft. But I find not where heoncerequirethus topray or 
wif t i that there may not be too many, for fear of pcftering the 
Church, or diminifhing thc honour of the Clergy. Mens purfes, 
I warrant you, will hinder the over-abounding of them; and 
<5ods providence doth not enrich too many with abilities and 
willingncfs for the work. Do you undertake that they fhall not 
be too bad j and I dare undertake they will not be too many. 

.§. 15 . And 2. Is it no* the felicity and glory of the Church 
which yon object as an inconvenience or reproach ? O bleflea 
time and place that hath but enow that are able andfaithrull I 
But I never knew, nor heard, nor read of the age that bad too 
many that were good and faithfull in the work. Would you 
not have a chief Schoolmafter in every School, or Town, tor 
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fear the Land fhould be peftered or overwhelmed with School-
mafters? Why how can there be too many, when people will 
imploy no more then they need ? O miferable Church that hath 
fuch Biftiops, that are afraid Gods vineyard fhould be furnifhed 
with labourers, left their greatnefs and honour fhould be dimi-
nifhed / Do you not fee how many thoufand fouls lie ftill in ig-
fiorance,prefumption and fecurity for all the number of labourers 
that we have > And fee you not that fix pirts of the world are 
I<ifidels,and much forjwant of Teachers to inftruft them? And yet 
are you afraid that there will be too many ? Whit could the ene
my of the Church fay worfe t 

§. 16. Object, we do not mean too man) Teacher JJont too many 
Bijbops\ that is,too many Governours of the Church. Anfw.l.God 
knoweth no Governours Miniftcriail but teachers : I t feems yon 
would have fomcwhat that you call Government,and leave the la* 
hour of Teaching to others; As if you knew not that it is they thac 
are efpscially worthy of the double honour that labour in the word 
and dotlrine, i Tim. $. i 7. Or as i f you knew not that even the 
Government of Paftors is moftly by teaching. 2 . Government 
and Teaching go together,and arc both neccflary to the Church; 
And the diminifhing the number of Governours and of Teachers 
is all one : As aPhyfitian doth Govern all his Patients in order 
to their cure,and a Schoolmafter all his fchoilars in order to their 
learning; fo doth a Paftor all his flock, in order to their fancti-
fication and falvation. And for the Government of the Mini* 
fttrs themjelves, the number fhall be increafed as little as may be. 
Parifh Bifhops will Govern but a few and therefore they can 
wrong but few, by their mif-govcrnment. 

§, 17- Object. 4. But by this means we frail have unworthy% 

fl$M raw, and ignorant men made Bifhops ' What kjnd of Bijhops fhall 
j f j we have , if every Pari/h Pritft muft be a Bifhop '? Seme of them 

J an boyes, andfome of them empty, filly fouls to make Bijhops of. 
§. 18. Anfw. I fhall lay open the nakednefs of this Objection 

alfo, fo that it (hall be no inciter to domineering in the Church. 
j ; 1. Awake the fparks of humility that arc in you.and tell us open

ly , whether you think your felvcs more able worthy men to 
Govern a County, or a hundred Pariflies, then fuch as we arc 
to Govern one? Though I have been many and many a time 
tempted with Jonas to run away from the charge that is caft 
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upon roe, as a burden too heavy for me to bear, and 1 know, my 
felf to be lamentably inefficient for i t : yet I muft protect n a i 
am fo proud as to think my felf as able to be the Paitor or i _ 
(hop of this Parifh, as moft Bifhops in England,ye&or any 01 
of them , to be the Paftor and Governour of a County, or 
hundred or two hundred Parifhes. Were you humble or a 
you dwell at home, or take an account of your own abi»«e-» 
when you reproach others as unable to be the Bifhops or a I* 
ri(h,and think your felves able to be theBifhops of a Dtocels anu 
contend for it fo eagerly ? 

§.19. And 2.1 further anfwer you: We will leave you not a 
rsg of this Objection to cover your nakednefs. For if any 1 * 
ftorsor Parifh'Bifhops be more ignorant then others,and i » n t 
to Teach and Rule their flocks without the affiftancc, c*»™"«j 
or direction of more able men, we all agree that its tn<:o uty ^ 
fuch men to Learn while they are Ttoshers, and to be jytf 
while they are Rulers, by them that are rrifer. For as is laid , 
a Parity in regard of office, doth not deny a difparity ofg'pr 
and parts 1 And we conftamly hold, thatof men that are equa 
in regard of office, the younger and more ignorant 
learn of the aged that are more able and wife, amd be-8ftled W 
their advice, as far as their inefficiency makes it neceflary.Ano 
will not this fuffice ? . 

§. 20. And 3. I f this fuffice not, confider that Allocked 
Paftors are linked together, and do nothing in any weighty mat
ters of common concernment f o r of private,whereinthey net a-
advice) without the help and directions of the reft. And a 
young man may govern a Parifh by the advice of a Presbyten 
andalfo of Affociated able Paftors,as well as fuch Bifhops as we 
have had, have governed a Diocefs. 

$ .21. And yet 4. I f all this fuffice not, be it known to yon 
that we endeavour to have the beft that can be got for every 
Parifh : and Novices we will have none, except in cafe of mee 
ncceflity: And wehavean aft for reading all the infufficienc, 
as well as the fcandalous and negligent ? and any ofyoum \̂  
be heard that will charge any among us with infufficiency. 
I am wearecleanfingthe Church oftheinfufficient and lcanc^^ 
lous that the Prelates brought in, as faft a we can : i f any P^ 
like them, thatfinceare introduced, we defire that t J 



fpeed no better. What fide foever they be on, we defireabie 
faithfull men, and defire rhe ejection of the inefficient andun-
faithful!. And youth doth not alway prove infufficiency. Wit-
nefs Timothy,vuhok youth was not to be defpifed. At what age 
Origemnd many more of old began, is commonly known, fige* 
tins was Bifhop at twenty years of age (the fridentme Bilhop/ 
We will promife you that we will have none lo young to be 
Parifh Presbyters, as Rome hath had fome Popes and cardinals 
and Archbifhops and Bifhops. Nor fhall any fuch ignorant m-
fufficient men.I hope, be admitted, as were commonly admitted 
by the Prelates. ,.n , , M , v r T , v 

$. 22. Object. 5. tf*f the Apoftles and Evangehfis had a larger 
circuit the* a Parijb,andtherefore fo Jhmld their Succejjors aavei 
*Anf?v. I grant you that they had a larger circuit and that here
in, and in their ordinary work they have fucccilors: And we 
confent that you fhall be their SuccelTors. Gird up your loins, 
and travail about as far as you pleafe, and preach the Gofpel to 
as many as will receive you ( and fure the Apoftles forced none; 
and convert as many fouls as you can, and direct them when 
you have done in the way of Church-communioa, and do all 
the good that you can in the world,and try whether we will hin
der you. Have you not liberty to do as the Apoftles did ? Be 
ye fervants of all, and feek to fave all, and take on you thus 
the care of all the Churches,and fee who will forbid fuch an Epif-
copacy as this ? 

<§. 23. Object. 6. But it feems you would have none compelled 
to obey the 'Bifhops,bun they only that are willing fbould do it: and 
fo men fhall h^ve liberty of 'conference, and anarchy and parity and 
confufion will be brought into the Church. Anfre. i . I would have 
none have liberty for any certain impiety or fin \ And yet I 
would have no fin punifhed beyond the meafure of its deferts. 
Andl would not have preachers made no Preachers Cunlefs the 
Church may fpare them)becaufe their judgements are agamft Di~ 
ocefan Bifhops: and therefore I would have none fikneed or rut-
fpended for this. 2. And what is it that you would iiave thaw 
becter ? Would you have men forced to acknowledge and fub-
mitto your Epifcopscy ? And how ? Small penalties will not 
change mens judgements, nor confeiences. Silencing or death 
would deprive the Church of their labours: and fo we muft 
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