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fpeed no better. What fide foever they be on, we defire able
taithfull men, and defire theeje@ion of theinfufficient and ua-
“faithfull. And youth doth not alway prove infufficiency. Wit-
nefs Timsthy,whofe youth was not to be defpifed. At whatage
Origenand many more of old began, is commonly known. ¥ige.
Jins was Bifhop at_twenty years of age (the 7" ridentine Bifhop}
We will promife you that we wiil bave none fo young to be
Parifh Presbyters, as Rome bath had fome Popes and Cardinals
and Archbifhiops and Bifhops.  Nor fhallany fuch ignorant in-
fufficient men, I hope, be admitted, as were commonly admitted
by the Prelates. .- . , :

§. 22. Obje&.5.But the Apoftles and E vangelifts had alarger
circnit thes a Parifb,andsherefore [o [hnld their Succeffors bave?
eAnfw. 1 grant you that they had a larger circuit,and that here=
in, and in their ordinary work they have {ucceffors: And we
confent that you fhall be their Succeffors. Gird up your loins,
and travailabout asfar as you pleafe, -and preach the Gofpelto
as many as will receive you ( and {ure the Apoftles forced none )
and convert as many foulsas you can, and dire& them when
you have done in the way of Church-communios, and do all
the good that you-can in the world and try whether we will bin-
der you. Have you not liberty to do as the Apoftles did ? Be
ye fervants of all, and feek to fave all, and take on you thus
the care of all the Churches,and fee who will forbid fuch an Epif-
copacy asthis? ‘

§.23. Obje&. 6. But it feems yon wonld have none compelled
to obey the Bifbops bt they onlythat are willing frowld. doit & and
fomen foall have liberty of confeience, and anarchy and parity wnd
<confufion will be bronght intothe Charch. Anfw. 1.1 would have
none have liberty for ‘any certain impiety or fin: And yet I
would have no fin ‘punifhed beyond the meafure of ics deferts-

. Andl would not have preachers made noPreachers. (unlels thie
Church may fpare thew)becaufe their judgements areagainft Di-
ocefan Bithops : and therefore I would havenose fitcoced or faf-
fpended for this. . 2. Andwhatis it thacyon wouldhavethats
" better 2 Would you have men forced to aeknortiedge and fub-
mit to your Epifcopacy 2 And how.¢ Sall :penaltics will not
change meps judgements, nor confciences. Silencing or death
would deprive the Church of their labours: sand fo-wemltxifi
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fofe our Teachers left they difobey the Bifhops. 1fthis be your-
cure, it difgraceth your caufe. We defire not Prelacy at fo dear:

8 rate. Itsafad order that deftroyes the duty ordered.
$.24. Obje®&. Burthisis 1o take down all Church-Governs
ment, if all (b1l bave what Government they liff. Anfw. 1. Was
thereno Church- Government before the dayes. of Conflantine
the Emperour ? 2, Do you pretendto antiquity, and-fly from
the Antient Government as none? You fhall have the fame
meansasall the Bifhops of the Church had for above three hun-
dred years to bring men to your obedience - andjs that nothing -
withyou? Why isit commonly maintained - by us all, that the .
Primitive ftate was that pureft ftate, which after times fhould
Ve to imitate,if yet it was fo defeive as you imagine? 3, And
why have you ftill pretended to fucha power and excellent ufe-

fulnefsin the Prelatical Government, ifnow you confefs that it
is but anarchy, »

X wgland, Scetland, ‘or many other
places? 4. Yetitis our defire, thatthe Magiftrate will do his
duty, and maintajn order in the Church, and hinder diforders,
and ailknown fin : bur fo, as not to put his fword into the hand
orufeit at the pleafure of every party that would be lifted up..
Let him prudently countenance that way of Government, that

tendeth moft to the good of the Charchesunder his care; but
not fo asto perfecure, filence, or caft our, all fuch as are fora .
different form, in cafe where ;

diff : . §.Andin.
- good fadnefs., is it not more prude. k. tolerable. §

prudent for the Magiftrate to keep -

4 eally it be the fword that muftdo -
thework? 1f Epifcopal Government caq do gy lictle wichout

the compnlifion of the Magiftrate, fo thatall the honour of the*
good effe@s belongeth to the fword, truly [ think ic prudence
in him to do his part himfelf, and leave Bifhops to their part ,
that {0 he may have the honourthat | it feems, belongs unto his..
office, and the Bifhop may not go away with-it, nor the Pres-
byterie neither: Letthe fecular Bifhop have the honour of all
that Order and unity that arifeth - from compulfion : and good
reafon, when he muft have the labour, and run the hazzard if be
and let the Ecclefiaftical Bithops have the bonour
of #ll shat order.and unity that arifeth from theic gmzyassm‘;‘ﬁ .

the fword in his own handsifr
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of the {piritual fwordand Keyes. 6. Andlaftly-I.anfwer, thas
this is not the fubje& that youand wehave to difputeof.  Iris
Ecclefiaftical Government by Minifters,and not fecular by Magi-
firatesthat is our controverfic. It is of the Power left by Chrift
to Paftors and not to Princes. : N _

§.25. Obje®. But at leaft thofe fonld b excommanicated that
deny obeditnce 2o their Bifbops : thas 33 a FPaower thar is left in
the Bifbops themfelves, Whether the Magiftrate confent or nat.
Anfw. 1. Excommunication is a fentence that fhould fall on
none but for fuch grofsand bainous fin, if notalfo obftinacy
and impenitency in them,as is mentioned in Scripture: Lting itine
cafes of controverfic and tolerable differences,is but a tearing and
dividing the Church. 2. Wetake it not for ourduty to excom-
municate you, becaufe you are for Diocefan Prelacy : therefore
you fhould not take it for yours to excommunicate others be-
caufc they are againftit. For 3.If your fpecies of Epifcopacy
be fuch as 1 have proved it, you have moreneed to repent and
amend, and ask forgivenefs of God and men, theato excommu-
nicate them that are not of your opinion, and for your fin.
4. But if you take this to be your duty, who hath hindered you
from it thefe twelve years 2 You had liberty, for oughtI know,
to have difcharged your confciences, and to have excommunica=
tedus all.5. But you might fo eafily fee what was liketo come of
it, thatitisno wonder that you forbore. If fucha Miaiftry
and fuch a people as are now your adherents ( whofe deferipti-
onl forbear ) fhould executeyour fentence, and caft us an
our adherents out of their communion, what contempt would it
bring upou you in England ? The Ale-houfes would be fhutup -
for the moft part, againft us: But thacand the reft, ;would be
eafily born : I thinkthis is not your way. G5 £ AR 3

$+26. Obje&. 7. Bur what need you form #3 4 new fort of Epif-
copacy ? were we wot well enongh before ? Why did you pull dowsr -
that which Waswell planted, and now prezend tocommend betterto
as? wewere wellif you had let a5 aloge.. S 15w

_§.27 Anfw. 1. But We were not well, becanfe you wonld not
let us alone. The Minifters that were filenced, and imprifoned,
and banifhed, and the thoufands of people that were fain to fol-
low them, and all thofe that were undone by your profecutions
in Englawd, were not well, Butthisisa fmall matter: The ig-
ik 383, norant -
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riorant Congregitions’ that had ignorant and drunken guidcs,
where Piety was fcortied ‘as Putitanifm, and impiety made a
thing of nothirg | ard where Satan was fo commonly ferved ;
the many bunidred Congregations in England that never KneW
what true Difcipline meant, nor never faw in all their lives, 3
drunkard, oppreffor, railer, blafphemer, either caft out, or pe-
niceatly” confefshis fin; before the Church , all thefe were not
‘well,though you were well. 2, Whether we werewell before,
T'have (hewed in my firfk Difputation, and thicher 1 refer you.
3. And'whether wehave bronght in anew Epifcopacy,or only caf

* owt anewone , and delireto bringin the 0/4, we are content 10

putitto anequaltryall.” Weall concurr in offering you this m0-
vion. Let the o/deft fand, and the neweft becaff ont.

§:28. Objedt. 8! fudge now by the effelts: The Epifcopacy
whichYoublame | did keep #p Order and Unity in the Chwrch: It
keps snder thofe weedsof herefic and errvor that fince [prong #p - We
bﬁd thenno RQaikers | mor Seckers nor [uch other Seils as no¥
abamml “Thes f:warm of Ervors (h;m which Goversmentis éij ’

§-29. Anfw. Thisisa grofs fallacy, 4 nos caula pro canfa: ©
which T return you my anfwer in thefe feven confiderations:
1.You tell us of the good that you think you did: but you tell us
nce of thehure. I hope I love Divifions or Herefies 4 lictle a5
evera Bithopin Exg/and: and yec! muft profefs chat 1 hadra-
ther an hundred times, have things continue as they are witha
our fwarms of herefies,then to be reftored to their ancient pafs.
Ourlofs isas greatasfo/ephsin bggng removed from the Prifonto
Pharachs ungodly family : Imean in fpirituals_( of feculars
anon. ) [ know not of an Anabaprift, Separatift, Quaker ot any
‘other Se&ary inthe Town thar I live %n,fbr‘aﬂ this noife ; unlefs
you will take a few Infidels for SeQaries, or a few ignorant Pa-
pilts, or thofe 'of your own way. But onthe other fide, 1 hope
there gremany hundreds that truly fear God , that fo.rmvedy
were drowned in ignorance and angodlinefs. The families that
were wont to curfe and fiearand rail ar Godlinels,do now wor-
fhip God,and fet up holy infiru@ions,and caft out fin : 'and this
a5 onrchange: And infomc meafure,l have realonto belicve that
it is {oin ocher placesalfo. | '
7'§.30. 2. The Errors of the times are many of them yo#7 €7,
and therefore you exclaim againft your felves.  Itis of you7 o7

felyes
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[elves thar méw avife, that write againlk Original fin, and for
Liberey of Praphesying; (' whichis more then Liberty of Belie-
ving ) and for a kind of Limbns Patrum and Infantnm, and
for humane Satisfattions for fin to God, and for the Primary' of
the Popé, ‘and that all our Proteftant Churchesare no Chureties,
ot Minifters no Minifters, that have not Prelatical Otdinacion,
yeaand a Succeffion of it ;- withmany the like (o {@y notbing
of other Pelagian weeds. ) It doth not therefore bicome you to
r;proach us with our {warms of Errors while you ‘introduce
them. A3 903° T30
5. 37,3, There were Herefies and Se@s even inthe dayes
of Prelacy. Had you not then the Familifts, theﬂGrugré&e‘wni-
* anis, | ( fuchvas Elacker ,and Coppinger,and “Arvhingron”) and hie
Anabaptifts,and Separatifts, and jAntinomians, and Papifts;and
fuch like ? befides the contentions berween the Armisens god
Antiarminians, and the contentions rdifed by Epifcopacy-it felf,
and the Ceremonies that it upheld ' Who werethey thacrofe up
gainlt the Bithops;aad: themdown, if there-were aity
&c:ﬁeﬂqﬂ%ﬁi«%ﬁm =iy hﬁ&‘zo«:‘i hanius SI8 & }
" - §.32. 4. Thetruth is, it was the Magiftrate and not Epil-
- copacy that kept that Unity and Peace among us which we-had ;
and thavkept wnder Herefiesfo much as they ‘were kept under.
Takenot therefore the Magiltrates honour to your felves. Who
would haveattended your Courts or fubmireed to your cenfures,
had it not been for fear of-the'Secular power ? 1 think but fcu{.
You kaow the Hereticks l*}cmfelves oSeyed you mot for Confci-
ence fake. Naor would €y bave regarded your Excommuri-
cation, if the Magiltrate would have Jet ‘them alone. IF it whas
the fpiritual (word in your hands that kept Q,uf.H“f‘ﬁg”fF y
didypotiotkeap them out fince, as well ssthen > Yot have:che
fame power from Chrift now as ever you had, And 1 hope the
fears of perfecution will not binder you from your duty : elpe-
cially when you can name fo few chat have fuffered for exerci-
 fing Chugcly difeipline by Epifcopal power ! at leaft eI Was 10
hinderance a few yearsago. Formy part, I heartily wifhyou
free from per{ecution, if you are'not. But a5 I tell you,
that which T fuppofe you know that 8s frecaTolcrgnon of
‘Prelacy in England as there is of Presbyrerie, were the likelyeft

way to bring you iato perpetual contempr. For we C‘“““L‘ (l)’:f‘
; a6w;
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koow, that befides a few Givig engaged ,tht!emcn,Mml?Cr“{sgg
otbers, your main body would confift of thofe that ocet .
notorious impiety, fcandal or ignorance, are chonght unm i e
Church-communion by others : and that when you cam; i
ercife Di‘cipline on them, they would hate you and zi’id =
You as much as ever they did from Puritans : and if you Ghuteh
<dulge them, and not reform them of caft them out, your )
would be.the! Contempt of the fober parc of the o
your own fober members would quickly relinquifh it for p acal-
For [ the Church of England ] if you would needs be I())s in
led, would be taken for the fink, of all the other Churche

and cercain truth that is eafily difcern-

would refle& upon you

r Prelacy.
§-33. 5. Andfurth

er, Tanfwer your Obje@ion ; that I;ri‘f
not the infufficiency of other Church-government in 9°$pn,.
fon of Drelacy, thac was the inlet of our Herefies and Divi '];Of i
bat it was che Licentionfuefs of a time of g bag'c
,and the {ubtilty -of the Papifts thac flers
taken advanrage o {pawn among usthe Quakers, and Leve T
and Bebemifts, and other Paracelfians, and the Seekers to ot
ound and dithonour us if they counld, and to promote -
caufe. Andin times of war, efpecially “’t.’e“ fuch cbang . o
the Civil ftate enfue,and fo many adverfaries are watcblﬂg .
fow tares, fach thip arecommon. infuf-
§-34. 6. And Yg; cannoc fay, that it comes from thi) lc!;{‘]‘ff;
ciency of other Governmeat in com’mfon of yours,r cfar .
you fee no.other Government fetled inftead of SR fo far as
£o be feconded by the (word or fecular power ; no nor fo obey
to havea word of command or perfwafion to the people t(i)from
it ( except an Ordinance that in moft places was hmdcl:'C own-
€Xecution : ) nor is there any one Government fo e “ic felf
ed alone by the Magiftrate. Befides, that the Civil powero& of
reftraineth nor thofe that you fpeak of, a5 to the m
hem. ‘wi
A ;3 §. 7. Laftly, if you would compare your Pre!acly }‘;’;:2 :
other Government, compare them where the cafe is egula fs help
10t Presbyzerie in Scorland, and in France ( with muc eﬁo:s and
and countenance from the Magiftrate ) kepe out Hﬂ;i‘iviﬁons.
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@i}/’iﬁ%ns, as much at leaft, as ever Prelacy did ? Itis cercain that
it hath. B

§. 36. And yet I muft add, that the multitudeof Se@s and
Herefies that fprungup in the ficft, and fecond, and thicd Ages,
Was no fuch dithonour to the form of Government then ufed in
the Church, as fhould encourage any man to diflike or changeit,
If it was Prelacy that was ufed, then {warms of Se@sand Here-
{ies may come in notwithftanding Prelacy ( evesin better hands
then yours. ) But if it were not Prelacy that was then the Go-
vernment, terefics are no more a fhame to that Governmene
now. ‘ %
§. 37. I know many Readers will thiok, that this writing
~ that purpofely comes for Peace, thould net be guilty of repeat-
ingand remembring the faults of others, nor {peakto them fo
plainly as is liker to cxafperate then pacifie. Butto thefe T fay,
1. Their Obje&ions which they infilt on, cannot be anfwered

but by this opening of thetruth. And 2. The truth is, thofe .

‘men thatown all the abufes and perfecutions of thelate Prelates,
and aresimpenitent asto their guilt, and wifh and would have
the fame again, are no fit materials for a concordant frame. If

- their bufinefs be deﬁroxiﬂg, they will never well joyn with us in

building and in healing.” Repentance is the beft [ngredient in our
Salve. We confent to the fame conditions that we propofe, and

will thank them if they will help. us to Repentance ; efpecially

of fuch fins as are deftru@ive to the Churches peace.

§ 38. And tht: Godly Moderate Epifcopal men do concur
with us in the blaming of the abufes of their party. Ssith that
good and peaceable Bithop Hallin bis modeft offer tot.be Aflem-
bly, pag.3. [ Ihontdbe a flatterer of the times paft, if 1 fhonld
take upon me vojuflific ov.approve of -ali the carriagesof fome, thas
have been entrufied with the Keyes of | Ecclefiafbical Goversment £
or toblanch over the corrmptions of Confifperial Officers 2 tin both
thefe there was fanlt enongh to gromnd both 4 C_?omp!mm,qnﬁd &e-

. formation : and may, that man never profper, 'th_ﬂf _df/“" “‘-Z"' "Z
bappy reformation of whatfsever bath been,or is amtft inthe G Hre
ofilodlnat i sty 63 boinsisn sup Josnpved 91Ny TW .1

§.39.-Obje@. 9.1 But it is not only the abufes of | Epifiopacy,

bt the thing it [elf ‘thas hath beew Covenanted againjt in England,

and oppofed s nor is it only the Englifo Prelacy,but all Epife of."‘g; #
, e . 5 u u Sy

e

o




(330)

anltherefore your motion for anather fpeciesis like to findbut fmall

acceptance.

§. 40. eAnfw. It is not true that all Epifcopacy hath been
Covenanted againft or taken down in England. Nor tsictrue of
any of the forts of Epifcopacy which 1 have here mentioned.
Ie was onlir’ that which was then exiftent that was taken down,
and only the Englith frame of Arch-bithops, Bifhops, Deans,
and the reft as here they Governed that was Covenanted againft.
Of which I fhall fpeak more anon in anfwer to the Objections

of others. :

§.41. Obje&. 10. You hase coveronfly feized onthe Revennes
-of _t’“ Bifbops > andmade your felyes fas with their Poffeffions, and.
vhis was the prize that you aimed at in taking them down. Anw-

The world feeth the falthood of this flander, in the open light 5
and therefore for your credit fake, you were beft recantit. E7¢”
¢and knoweth that the Bifhops lands were fold, and givento the
Souldiers, and not to the Presbyters. [t maintained the Armys
and not the Miniftry. And that the Deanand Chapters lands 15
gone the fame way, or the like, to pay the debts of the Scate:
And that Presbyters have none of them all, fave that here a0

there one that had about ten, or twenty, or thirty pound a year,
have fomewhat in Augmentation, - that the Churches may not b€
lefc to Readers, and blind Guides, as they werein the Prelates

_dayes. 1 that have a fuller maintenance then moft in all the.

Country where T live, do receive but about eighty pound a0
fometimes ninety pound per annams : and did I need ro pull dows.
Prelacy for this ? : '

§e 42. I Come now to the Obje&ions of the other fide, who.
will be offended with me for confenting for pesce, O
fomuchasTheredo? And ' 1.Some willfay, that we are %

gaged againft all Prelacy by Covenant, and therefore cannot yield:

2o [smsuch &s yon do without the guilt of perjary.

’g_ 43. Anfw. Thatthisis uéerly u{u}l’rué, l]zhus demonfirate.
1. Whenthe Covenant was prefented to the Affembly, with
the barename of [ Prelacy] joyned to Popery, many r“"{f
and Reverend Divines defired that the. word [ Prelacy ] ™&"¢

be explained, becanfe it wasnotall Epifcopacy that meaygg;re

My ey ma O Ay
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againft. And therenpon the following Concatenation in the

parenthefis was given by way of explication :in thefe W‘ord'l,

L that i, Church.government by Arch-bifbops, Bifbops, their

C hancellors and Commiffaries, Deans, Deans and Chapters, 4 Vf_h‘

deacons, and all other Ecclifiaftical O fficers, depending on that H”"

rarchy. || By whichic appeareth that it was only the Englifh

Hierarchy or frame, that was Covenanted againft : and that

which was then exiftent, that was taken down.

§- 44. 2. Whenthe houfe of Lordstook the Covenant, Mr.
Zhomas Coleman that gaveit them, did fo explain it angi profefs,
thatit was not their intent to Covenant againftall Epifcopacy :
and upon chis explication it was taken : and certainly the Parlia-

- ment were molt capable of giving us the due fenfe of it ; becaule
it was they that didimpofe it.

- §.45. 3. And it could not beall Epifcopacy that was ex-
cluded, becaufe a Parochial Epifcopacy was at the fame time ufed
and approved commonly here in Exglaxd,

§. 46. 4. Andin Scorland they had ufed the belp of Vifitors
for the Reformation of their Churches, committing the care of
a County or large Circuit to fome one man, which was as high
a fortof Epifcopacy atleaft,asany [ am pleading for. - Befides
that they bad Moderatorsin ail their Synods, which were tem-
porary Bifhops. - + L :
 §-47. 5. Alfo the chief Divines of the [ate Affembly ae
Weftminfler, that recommended the Covenant to the Natjons,
have profefl.d their own judgementsfor fucha Moderate: Epif>
copacy as I am here defending : and therefore they never intend-
€d zke exclufionof this by the Covenant. 2t

§:48. Obje&. 2. By this we fball feem musable, while we
take down Epifcopacy one year,and [et it up again the vext. Anfw,
Wedefire not the fetting up of that which we have taken down*
and thereforeit isno mucability. - : et

§.49. Obje&. 3. Barthis will prepare for the refanrarion of
theold Epifcopacy. By [uch degrees it inv.aded the Charch at firff :
and if we let sn the preparatory degree; the roft in vigseis like't o'fols
fow 5 all that we can dois little ensughto keep it omt .

§.§0. Anfw. 1. If we had no other worktodo, we would

do this 2s violently as you defire : bur we have the contrary ex-

tream to take heed of apd avoid ; and the Churches Peace, if it

Hu 2 may §
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.may be, to procure, 2.- As we muft not take downthe Miniftry,

left it prepare men for Epifcopacy, fo neither muft we be againt

any profitable exercife of the Miniftry, -or defirable Order

among them, for fear of introducing Prelacy. 3. Noris there
any fuch danger of it, asis pretended * as long as the Magifirate
puts notthe {word into their hands,and no man can be fub Jc&ed
tothem, butby his own Confent, what need we fear their €0
croachments on our liberties. 4. Itfs not in your power to bin-
der the Species of Epilcopacy thatis pleaded for, from being 10~
troduced : butonly to with-hold your own confent, and hinder
peace and umity, Forany Minifter that will can efteem another
his fuperiour, and be ruled by him; and do nothing without bis
confent : Thefe are the a&ions of his own free-will. - 5. As1098
as you are free from violence , if youfind an evil or danger, yOU
may draw back .
1.9:.51. Obje&. 4. Have we not fmarted by them late enongh
already ? [ball we [0 foon be twrning back_ toeEgype ? Anfw. That
which you have fmarted by , we defire you not ro turn back
to ;- but that which is Apoftolical, pure, and profitableto the
Church, and thats not e £gype. 4
§-52. ObjeQ. 5. Yondoall this for Pease with Epifcopal D
Vints . and wheress thare anyof them that is worthy fo Jindions
a Pacification? Dotheynot commonly swn their former smipietics
and. Perfecntions o Are they wor meer formalifts and enemies 10
praétical Godlir-:ej}? Would they not rnine the Church,and do 43
they have dose, if they. bad power? Hath God brought them dowh

for their own wickedne[s, and fball we fet them up again ?
: §-53. Anfw. 1. All are not fuch asyoun defcribe : Many of

themare godly able men, thatdefire and endeavour the good
of the Church. . 2. If there were noneiin this age worthy of 04
communion; yer, if we will have a lafting peace,we muft extend
thetermsof it {0 far as to comprehend ail that -are fit for Com”
munion. . And fuch we may: eafily know, there willbe of this
opinion throughout all ages. 3.- And moft of the Churches?
the world being already for a higher Prelacy then this, we {hou
agree with them as far as well we may.

§:54. Obje&. 6.But the Parliament have enatedinthe [etthe
ment of the ((ivil Government that Popery and Prelacy [ball 7 °°

tolerated. dnfw. Thatis,the Englifh Prelasy excluded by tb;:;:;:‘
5 ‘ 2 ve >
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venant, and thae,as it would be exercifed by violence,and forced
upon diffenters. Itsknownwhat Prelacy was in England; and
they cannot rationally be interpreted to fpeak againftady but
what was among us,and taken notice of under that name. You
Jee thefame Power aliow a Parochial Epifcspacy, and alfo Ap-
provers of all that are admitted to pablick preaching ; and you
feethey allow an Irinerant Miniftry in Wales: and they join
Magiftrates and Minifters for the eje&ing of the infufficient Mi-
nifter : and they never forbad or hindered a flated Prefrdency,
or any thing thatI have pleaded for: yeathey continued a A~
derator of ithe Affembly at w7¢fbminffer for many years, even o
hisdeath. . And what fuller evidence would -you bave thatitis
not any fuch Epifcopacy whofe liberey they excude, under the
name of Prelacy ? Only they would not have the Hicrarchy by
Law-Chareellors to govern the Church, and that by force of
the fecular power annexed unto theirs: and fo they de{ly.them
Liberty to deprive afl other men of therr liberty. But thisis 0o
thing to the matter in hand. - 3 :

-

¢ 55 . To conclde, lec it be noced, in anfwer toatother ob-

ie@ions. that the Prefidency , or preheminence ple"adcdfqr,doth
ggl:;)enn,o man to do harm -,ybut o‘:ﬂy give themfelves advantage
to do good. They can hinder no man from preaching, o; pr:a:%-
ingor holy living, orimproving his abilities to the goo oh e
Church : Nor catithey Govern any man further then they have
his own Confent.All which being well confidered, may conclude
that this much may be. granted in order to the healing and Re-
forming of the Churches, - =

Bigediin ; CHAP
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The Jum of the foregoing Propofitions ,

and the (onfiftency of them with the
Lrinciples of each party, and /5 their
aptitude to Reconcile.

SR

HE fumm of all that I have pro-
¢ Pounded is that though we cannot,
| Wemay not embrace the Govern*
ment by Prelacy, as latdytxercifed
% herein England ( how confident-
% ly foever fome appropriate the title
s ofthe Church of England to thesd-
herents of that frame, ) yet woul
we not have the Church Ungoverned , nor worfe govcrned,
nor will we refufe for peace fuch a kind of Epifcpacy as is
tolerable in theChurch.And there are fonr forts of Exercife of the
Miniftry,which if you pleafe,you may call Epifcopacy, which we
fhall not refufe whenit may conduce to Peace.

§. 2. I. We thall confent that the Aucient Parochial Epifeo-
pacybereltored : thatis, that in every Parifh that bath a parti-
cular Church, there may be a Paftor or Bifhop fetled to govern
it,according to the word of God : And that he may be the chief
amarig the Presbyters of that Church,if there be any : And may
affume fit men to be affifting Presbyters to him, if chere befuch
to be had. If not, he may be content with Deacons. And
thefe Parochial Bifhops are molt antient, and have the Power
of Ordination. - %4 i
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$‘§. 3. Yet dowe not fo tye a Church to a Parith, but that in
places where the ignorance, infidelity, or impiety of the people,
or the fmalnefs of the Parithes isfuch, asthat there are nor fic
perfons enough in a Pari(h to make a convenient particular
Church, it may be fic for two, or three, or four (in neceffity )
Neighbour Parifhes to joyn together, and to be formed into one
particular Church. The feveral Minifters keeping their ftations,
for the teaching of the reftas (arechumens, but joyning as one
Presbyterie, for Governing of that ope particular Church, that
is Congregate among them. And having one Prefident, with-
out whom nothing flzould be done in matters left to humane de-
termination. Yet fo,that the Presbytersbe not forced to this,but
do it freely. g7
§. 4. 11. We fhall confent that thefe Parifh Charches be Af- 2. The fared
fociate,and that in every Market Town (“or fuch convenient kf}?oﬁc"il::‘e‘j Pa-.
placesas (hallbe agreed on ) there may be frequent meetings of ftors. :
the Paftors, for Communionand Correfpondency ; and that one
among them be their fanding Moderasor durante vita, Of their
Prefident (fot foI would call him racher chen Bifhop, though
we would leave men to ufe what name they pleafe ) And o him
fhould be tommitted the Communicating of times and places.
. of meeting, and other bufineffes and Correfpondencics, And
the Moderating of the debates and difputations. &
'§. 5. And for my part I would confent for peace that de fff 0
no Ordination be made in eicher of the forcfaid Presbyterics,
without the Prefident, butin cafes of Neceffiry : fo beit 1. That
none be compelled to own any other Principle of this Praice,
then a Love of Peace; and none be compeiled to profefs that he
- holdeth the Prefident to have de jure a Negative VOice : yea fhat
all have liberty to write down on what other Principles they
thus yeild, ‘that the Praffice only may fuffice for Peace. :
§. 6. 'l . 'We(hall confent alfo, that one in a Deanry Of 2. A Vificer, -
Hundred, or other convenient fpace, may by the Magiftrate be of the neigh-.
chofen a Zifitor of the Churches and Conntreyabout hims having our Chuts

Power only to takenotice of the {tateof things, and gravely o ajﬁfr;y
admonifh the Paftors where they are negligent, and exhort the - ’
people, -and provoke them to Holinefs, Refermation and Unity, -

only by per(wafions from the Word of God. Which is no more

then any Minifter may do that hath opportunity : only we defire

the;
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the Magiltrate to defigna particular perfon todo- it ( requiring
Minifters and people to give him the meeting, ) becaule that
which is every mans work is not {o well done, as that which 1s
: fpecially committed to fome. And we defire that he may ac”
i quaint the Magiftrate how things are. ;
" Theferwoto  9- 7. And toavoid the inconveniences of dividing thefe works,
_ beinonc we are defirous that thefe two laft may meet in one man : and 'fo
| man. he that is chofen by the Paftors, the Prefideat of their Affocia-
f ®on, may be chofen his Vifitor by the Magiftrate, and do botl ;
which may be done by one in every Market-town ( which is
truly a City in the antient fenfe ) ard the circumjacent Villages.
Yetthis we cannot make'a ftanding Rule (that one man do
both ) becaufe the P affors muft choofe their Prefident, and the
Magiftrate his Vifitor,and its pofiible they may not alwayes con-
cur. Butif the Magiftrate will not choofe fuch a Vifitor,the Pa-
fors may. But then they can compel none to mect him or hear hin.
4. General §. 8. 1 V. Befides thefe three (or two, whether you will )

unfixed Mini- beforementioned, we fhall confent that there be a general fort
frers. Tover:

thofe times were, that fhall have no{pecial charge, but goup
and down to preach the Golpel, and gather Ghurches where
thereare none; and contribute the beft afliftance of their Abili-
ties, Intereftand Authority for the reforming, confirming, and
rightordering of Churches. And if by the Magiftrates Com-
mand, or Minifters confent there be one of thefe aﬁigngd to
cach County, and {o their Provinces prudentially diftingaifhed
and limited, we fhall notdiffent.  Yet we would have fuch but
‘where there is need. o)
_°9.:98.V. Befides thefe four forts of Bifhops, we 8f€ all
agreed on'two forts more; 1., The Epifeopi gregis,or Paftors of
v S0 confins. CVEry Congregation, whether. they have any afliftant Presbyters
tine calls him. ©F 00, o being themfelves but fuch affiltant Presbyrers. 2. The

{elf a Bithop. Magiftrate,who is * afecular Bifhop, or a Governor of the .

Eufe e[ff vt Churchby force. And wedefire the Magiftrate to be anurfing
Cofllativg. " : . iy UG EE
And he‘tnéd:his Court a Chirrch,and affembling the people,did ufe to take,the holy Scri-
ture,and deliver Divine conremplarions ot of it;or ¢lfe heviould feéad the Commonfnmg;
ers to the whole Congregation, cap.17-And icis plain that, it was(onfbantipz.shat L;,epg; 4

| . Churches in Unity and Peace, when the Bifhops elfe would have broken them.to ycl:ll m
And the Emperours frequently rook down and fet up Bifhops at their plca.fuxc,efpccla y

e & ‘ Lo P ST . Father
<he Patriarchial Scatsas Romes Conflantinaple, Antioch, Alexandria.

of Minifters, fuch as the Apofiles, Evangelifts, cand othersid -
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Father to the Church, and do his duty, and to keep the fiwvord in
hisown hand ; and for forcible depofing Minifters, or any pu-
nithment on body or eftate,we defire no Bithops nor other Mi-
niftersmay be authorized thereto : But if Paftors exclude an
unworthy Paftor fromtheir Communion, letthe Aagiffrare on-
Iy deprive him forcibly of his place and maintenance, if he fee
caufe. When the Council of Antioch had depofed Panlus Sa-
mofatenns, he would not go outof the houfe: Andall the Bi-
fhops in the Council conld not force him out, but were fainto

procure the Heaghen Emperor Aureliantodoit. ~ It'lyeth asa -

bloton (yrif of Alexandria that he was the firft man thatar-
rogated and exercifed there a fecular Coercive Power, under the

name of a Bifhop of the Church.

§. 10. Thereis enough in this much to fatisfie any moderate

honeft men for Church-government, and for the healing of our

Divifions thereabout : - And thete is nothing in this thatis in-

confiftent with che Princi plesof ‘the moderare of any Party.

§. I11. 1. Thata Charchorganized, cailed by fome Ecclefia ‘

Prima | fhould be mo greater then I have mentioned, is not

contradi®ory to the Principles of the Epifcopall , Presbyteri-
ans, Congregationall or Eraftian. Indeed thetwo ﬁr(‘t fay,thar
it may be bigger : but none of them fay, It muft ‘be ‘bigger. The

Presbyterians inftances of the Church of Fersfalems (* which

ferued to the higheft, cannot be proved neer half fo great asfome:
of our Parifhes ) and fuch other Churches, are but for'the:
may be, and not for the mxff be. ~And therefore if t,f:iey’ be peaces

able, this will make no breach, - :

*§. 12, 2, That Paroehial Charches and Aﬂbciétiom_ﬁ@e fixed
‘Principles, ?_s'.'fﬁ"f:

Prefidents, is nothing contrary to any of their
asl'am able to difcern them. - 15m 331 31

*§.13. 3. That Paftors may be Lawfully 4ppoi;ited" t0 mﬁth@”ﬂ

help the Country and the neighbonr Churches, and exbore, hem
to :heif dﬂty,an{i give the Mgagi(h'ate information of their fate,
is athing that none.can juftly blame, any more then p_reach_ng
a Le&ure among them. Nor do I know any party that 1388t
it,(of thefe four.) 21 o
. $4'14. And 4. T hat there may be more Geyeml Minifters to ga-
ther, and take care of many ("burches , I think none of them will
deny. Sure the Itinerant Miniﬁgzs in Wales will not 3 Nozg
X

-
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yet that thele may have their Provinces diftinguifhed. If
I could imagine which of all thefe forts would be denied, [
would more fully proveit, yeaand proveit confiftent with the
Principles of each party ; buttill then its vain, :

_ §.15. Theonly point that I remember, like to be queftioned,
is, the confemting to forbear Ordinasion in feveral Preshyreries s
3ill the Prefident be one excepyin cafe of Neceffiry : And nothing 1s
here queftionable,that I ebferve,but only Whether iz be confifiens
with the Principles of the Congregational party feing they would
have all Ordination to be by the Elders of their own Church,
and where there are none, that it be done by the people without
Elders. To which I anfwer, 1. That we here grant them that a
Congregational Presbyterie with their Prefident may ordain an
Elder for that Comgregation. 2. The Moderate Congregationsl
men do grant us that the Elders or Paftors of other Churches
may lawfully be called to affift them in Ordisation, though they
think it be not neceffary.Itis not therefore againft their Principles
to do fo. For fure they may do a Lawful thing, efpecially when
the Churches Peace doth lie fo much uponitas here itdoth.

§. 16. Iconcludetherefore that here are healing Principles
brought to your hands, if you have but healing inclinations t0
receive them. Here is a fufficient remedy for our Divifions,
upon the account of Church-government,if you have but bearts
to entertainthem, andapplythem. Butif fome on onc fide
will adhere to all cheir former exceffesand abufes, and continue
impenitent , unchurching the beft of the Proteftant Churches
that are not Prelatical ( while they unchurch not the Church of

Rome:) And if others on the other {ide will ftifly refufe to yieldin.

things that cannot be denied to be lawfull, yea and gonvenient
for the Churcbes, and fet more by all their own conceits thenby

the Peace of Brethren, and confequently. the: profperity of the:

Church, wemutft leave the care of all to God, and contentous
felvesthat we bave done our duty.

CHAP:
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' CHAP. VII

R e

Some inftances to prove that moderate men
will agree upon the foregoing terms.

9 E ST anythink thatitis a hopelels' work
S that I have motioned, and the parties
3 will not agree upon thefeterms, I fhali
{hall pext prove to you that the godly and
moderate of each party, are agreed already
( atleaft the Epifcopal and Presbyterians,
and I think the reft: ) and that its in Pra@ice morc then Pringi-
ples that we difagree. ‘ '
§.2. I.I willbegin with the Epi/zopal Divines,of whomthere
ate two parties, differing much more from oneanother,then the
one of them doth from the Presbyterians. The ancient Bifhops
and the moderate of late,did maintain the Validity of Ordination

fappofing their Epifcopacy ufefull to the perfeion or well being
ofa Church,but not neceflary to the being of it.And this fort of
men( who alfo agree with usin do&rine)we could quickly be re-
conciled with. But of late yearsthere are many Epifcopal Di-
vines fpruag up,that embracing theDo&rine called Arminianifm,
do withal deny the Being of the Miniftry and Churches that want
Prelatical ordination:and with thefe there is no hope of co_ncord,
becaufe they will have it on no other terms then renouncing out
Churches and Miniftry, and being agaix ordasned by thems, ‘and
thus coming wholly over tothem. Thefe feparate from us, and
pretend that our Charches have no trueWorfhi p(wonderous au-
dacity, )asd our Minifters are no true Minifters, and call the
Church into private houfes (as D. Hide exprefly in bis [Chrift
and his Church ] in the beginning of the Preface;; and many
others. ) Of whom I fpoke before. ‘ :
§.3.That the ancient Englifh Bifhops that hold to thedodrine

X deee

by Presbyters,and own the Reformed Churches that had other,

of the Church of England, and are peaceablc men, are eaﬁi
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agreed with us, I firlt prove fromthe cxample of Reverend Bi-

- hop Hall.In his Peace-maker hehath thefe words [ Pag.46,47,
48.49. T he Divifions of the Church are either Gencral betwixt o#r
Church andthe other Reformed 5 or [pecial with thofe within the
bofome of onr own Church ; both which require feveral confidera
tions. For the former ble[[ed be God,thereis no differencein any effen-
tial matter beswixt the Church of Eogland and her Sifters of the
Reformation : we accordin every poine of Chriffian Doltrine with-
out leaft the variation. (N B.) Their publike Confeffions and onrs,
are [ufficient convictions to the world, of owr full and abfolnse agree-
ment 5 the only difference is in the form of outward adminiftrasion :
Wh‘"ij’ alfo we are (o far agreed, asthat weall profefs this form
%ot to be effential 10 the being of & Charch ( N.B. ) though much
smporting the well or better being of it, according to onr feverat
4PPf‘tbmﬁom thereof 5 and that we do all retain a reverent t{ﬂd
Loving opinion of each other in omr own [cveral wayes s not [ecing
any reafonwhy fo poor a diverfiry foould work, any alienation of af
fettion inus, one towards ansther . Bus withall, nothixg hinders
bat tb;.z‘t we may come yet clofer to one ansther, if both may refolve e
meetin that Primitive Gevernment ((wherebyit is mect m_/lyo#’,d
both be regulated ) #niver[ally agreed on by all antiquity 5 wherei
allthings Were ordered and tranfafted by the Confent of the Preiby-

=, terie moderated by one confPant Prefident thereof : the ?‘rimxzrj
and perpetnal practice whereof no man can_ denbt of that hat b bt

Jeen the writings of Clemens and Ignatius, and ‘bath. gose along
with the Hiftory of thofe primitive times —— Ve may well veft 55
the judgement of Mr. Jobn Camero, the Learnedff Divine, beit
fpoke withent envy'| that the Church of Scotland bath affor ded
n this laft age: | Nulluseft dabicandi focus, ¢ve. There is %0
dosbr at all fuith he bar that Timothy was chofen by the Colledge
«of the Presbyters, to bethe Prefident of them, awd shat not without
fome antherity over the veff, but yet [uch as bave the due bonnds an

limits’) Andthat thiswas a leading cafe, and common 1o other

Churches, was never denyed by any anthor. Wards may not break,

[quare, where the things arc agreed.  If the name of 4 Bi/bfl’-‘.!’f'
Pleafe, let them callthis man & Moderator, & Prefident, # SHPES
snténdent, an Overfeer 3 Cnly for the fixednefs or change of tess per”
fon, det the ancient and mniver[all prattice of Gods Chrreh be
2hought worthy to over[way. - And sf in this ene point (N.B.)

{ wheretn the diffance is o warrow, we conld condefcend 1o t;;;.!? '
. £ : ; : OLPET S
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ather, all orher civchmfances and appendances of VArying pratices
or opinions, mighe without any difficwlty be accorded.” But if ‘theve
mifk be a difference of jadgements'in thefe matters of omtward Pol
bicy . why fosnld not onr bearts be (51l one® why oonld fuch a di-
verfity be of Power 1y endanger the diffslving of the bond of brother~
-hood ? " May we have the yrack bat to follow the 17#th in Live, we
Pallin'thefe feveral traits overrake ber happilyin.the end | and
find Ber embracing of Peace uwi crowning us with' bleffednefs |
So'far Bifhop Hall;" fo that you ‘fe¢ that ‘oply’ the fixing of
the Moderator or Prefident will fatisfie fuch as be s ‘and
fo V;ith*him and fuch as he, for my part] am fully agrced 2l
. rea y!,,-._ -~ : .‘ - . . : -3 X5
§.'4. Andbere by the way, becaufe there are {6 many Epifco-
palfeparaifts'of late, thathazzard che fouls of cheir parnal fol:
lowers; -and becanfe the right habituating of the mind wich Peace
is an excellent help to @ found underftanding , and'che efcaping
the errorsand hainous fins thar Fa&ion engageth too many in, T
therefore make it my requeft to all chatread chefe lines,but fober-

ly‘toread over that*one Bdok of Bifliop' Hills;called the Peace- * £ind Mr.
maker, once or twice :which if T could procure,T thiuk I fhould Burroughs
domichto the Pedice of ‘thefe Churches, and”to the good of 7re0™
many endangered fouls, that by paffionate and factious leaders

% .

are mifguided.” T gl gf WY S
© 4.5 The'fame Reverend manin his Homble Remonftrance
hath thefe words: Pag.'29,30.3 1. T The fecond is intended 10
raife envy aguinftsis, 25 the ancharitable cinfurers and condemners
of thife Refsrmed Churches abroad, which differ from onr Govern
mewt': wherein we do inftly complain of a flandérons a[per /i ?f’;“ﬂ
#pon us 2 . We love and hononr thofeSifter Churches, 4 f{”, f.’}g
JPosfe of Chrift ; we blefs God for them 5 and we do heartily v
. wntothems thar happinefs in the Partner [bip'of 0wy Admin ftratiory.
- whick \Idonbt kot but theydo ns Iifs beartily #ifs ‘?lh’(q_';?’?f?”ﬁ~f il
Good words you will perbaps fay; bus what is all tkis ‘ff;"’y_’f v P
ment, if onratt condemn thim P Forif Epifcopacy fland 01 Dis
vineright What becomes of thefe Churches thar want ¥ “ ,‘M 74 L
and ignorance ‘are’ et together \in. this *ﬂk]'f{ﬁ\._” ”g’f‘ﬁv“{”n:
1. Onr pofition.isonly ;ﬁf:,,,‘;g,y;@}{i implying the juftifiabline/s and
Sk

holinefs of an'E sifcopiat calling, w thous any further implication ;

Next,when we [peak.of Divine right, we mean 16t 4n c.«:preﬁLm}* :

3 e &
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of Gedrequirsng it upsn the abfolure Necefsity of the Being f’f #
Chaurch (what hinderances (sever may interpofe ) bur 4 Lheone
inftitution Wwarranting it where st is, andrequiving it where st may

. bebad.  Every Church therefore which ss capable of thisform

of Government, both may and ought to affet it bt

- thofe particular Churches 1o whoms this power and facnlty is denyed, .

lofe mothing of the trme effence of a Church,thonghthey mifs fome
thing of their Zlory and perefellion —— oAnd page32. [ owr
form of Government ——— differs little from their own, fave s

“the perpetuity of their ( Tprwacia or) Moder atorfhip and the excl”

fion of thar Lay-Presbyrerie which never till this age had footing
35 the Chriftian Church. ] ————And Page 41,42, { Alas
wy Brethren, while wedo fully agree in allthefe, and all other
Doctrinal and Pratical points of Religion , why will you be fo
#ncharitable, as by thefe frivolous and canfelefs Divifions to rend
the [eamlefs coar of Chrift ® Itita Title,or a Rerinne, or &Ce
remony . aGarment, or a Colonr, or an Organ Pipe, that can make
#s adifferent Church,whiles we preach and profe(s the [ame (#0975
trath, whiles we defire ( as you profefs to do ) to walk confciond
6!y with anr God according o that one Rule. of sthe Royall Larw of
our Maker , whiles we oppofe one and the fame common enem)
wbz{rfwyn_feignedly endeavonr to holdthe unity of the Spirit.¢%
thébonds of Peacep For us, we make no difference at 4
( snihe right and intereft of the Charch ) betwixe (lergy #
Laity, berwixs the Clergy an Laityof one part and of another:
we are 4{1 Jonr true Brethren, we are one with Jos, both sn lm(t ;
and brain , and hope to meet 19555 the [ame heaven : but if yewill
needs be otherwife minded, we canbut bewail the Charches Wi
fery and your i, —] You hear how this good Bifhep was far
from a feparation. :
§. 6. How contrary to this,is the forefaid writing of Dr. Hide
( whichTinflance in, "becanfe itis come new to my hand) who
ftigmatizeth the front of his book with the brand of feparacion,
and that of one of the moft rigid and unreafonable kinds. .'rhqs
hebegins, [ * When Confrientions Minifters cannor affsciate 3%
* the Chupch,and Confcientions C briftians gannot go roC burch;and
Be s #ftomary Chriftians go thither, either t6 fittle purpofe, é‘“.”[e
** 30 10 trae wor i, or 10 Lrear [hame, becaufe to xo srne M

Chersy dis fir tbg Clwrch fomldcome so privase bufes 1]5;;;,




