
fpeed no better. What fide foever they be on, we defireabie 
faithfull men, and defire rheeje&ionof the inefficient andun-
faithful!. And youth doth not alway prove ipfufficiency. Wit-
nefs Timothy,vuhok youth was not to be defpifed. At what age 
Origemnd many more of old began, is commonly known, Vige-
tins was Bifhop at twenty years of age (the fridentine Bilhop/ 
We will promife you that wc will have none lo young to be 
Parifh Presbyters, as Rome hath had feme Popes and cardinals 
and Archbifhops andBilhops. Nor ftiallany fuch ignorant m-
fufficicnt men,I hope, be admitted, as were commonly admitted 
by the Prelates. ,.n , , M , v r T , v 

$. 22. Objcd.S.But the Apofiles and Evangehfls had a larger 
circuit the* * Parijb.and therefore fo jhmld their Succeprs a*ve> 
*Anf?v. I granc you that they had a larger circuit and that here­
in, and in their ordinary work they have fucccflors: And we 
confent that you (hall be their Succeffors. Gird up your loins, 
and travail about as far as you pleafe, and preach the Gofpel to 
as many as will receive you ( and fure the Apoftics forced none; 
and convert as many fouls as you can, and dired them when 
you have done in the way of Church-comrnunioa, and do all 
the good that you can in the world,and try whether we will hin­
der you. Have you not liberty to do as the Apottles did ? Be 
ye fervants of ail, and feek to fave all, and take on you thus 
the care of all the Churches,and fee who will forbid fuch an Epif-
copacy as this ? 

<§. 23. Objeft . 6. But it feems you would have nsne emfellci 
to ebey the rBifhop\btft they only that are willing fbould do it: and 
fo mm fall h we liberty of 'conference, And anarchy and parity and 
confufion will be brought into the Church. Anfw. i . I would have 
none have liberty for any certain impiety or fin \ And yet I 
would have no fin puniflied beyond the meafore of its deferts. 
Andl would not have preachers made no Preachers Cunlefs the 
Church may fpare thetu)becaufe their judgements are againlt Di~ 
ocefan BiOiops: and therefore I would have none hlenced or ioi-
fpended for this. 2. And what is it that you would iiave thacs 
becter ? Would you have men forced to acknowledge and fub-
mitto your Epifcopacy ? And how ? Small penalties will not 
change mens judgements, nor confeiences. Silencing or death 
would deprive the Church of their labours: andfowemuft 

T t 2 lofe 
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'ole our Teachers left they difobey the Biftiopt. Ifthisbe your* 
cure, it difgraccth your caufe. Wc defire not Prelacy at fo dear 
* rate. Its a fad order that deftroycs the duty ordered. 

$ * 2 £ Qtye&'Buttbisis totakjs dawn all Chmch-Govern* 
next, tf AllfhilL'have what Government they M. Anfa. i .Was 
I f c p m n ^ f ^ v e r n m e n t before thedayes of Confiantine 
he Anf ^ 2 - D o Pretend to antiquity, and fly from 

mLr^llul?°J£Dmenc " n o n e ? Y o u toall h^e the-fane 
means asalUhe B^opsof the Church had for above three hun-
w?th l ^ ™ ^ t h a t "othing-
Prim?r?° ft y 1 5 V 0 " 1 1 0 0 ^ maintained by o.s a!!, that the 
W r n ! 5 " e ^ r $ t h a t P u r ^ tee, which after times fhouid 

^ & t ^ } ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ A excellent ofe-
£51 n £ Z r C h T l G

L

0 V e r n m ^ , i f now you confefs that it 
without the inforce-

the ^ J b v ^ S C ? - W h M t M t ^ t c f 9 ^ b men to obey 
placesT^ T e t i t ^ n ^ ^ - ^ K ' o r ^ y other 
Sutv and rn.inM ? d . e f i r e ' t h a t t h e Magiftrate will do his 
an7ail W and hinder diforders, 
w ufc i Trh f° V b u C f°> a s n o £ <° P™ ftwml into the hand 
Lethimnrn^ P , a f u r e o f c ^ r y party that would be lifted op., 
^ « h S 2 ? C l f C O T n t e M a « ^ w a ? of Government, that 
S ^ J S f e b c l f X f t h € C h ^ s « ^ his care-/ but 
different form in ^ r ' L n c e ' o r c a f t o u r , all fuch as arc for a 

fhe f S S a S M a f « t t C C ° S S the work? T f c r , i S ' " ' y ^ w t h e f w o r d that rouftdo 
the c ^ o L i P / > ? p i , x , G O n e r n n , e n t " » d o f o Httk without 
good S « M

f a " 1 f ' h e , M w f a i M . fo that aU the honour of the 
^ l ^ h S S t e £ f 7 ^ d < ^ I r W n k it prudence 
thalfohe m.« hf i * l M f ' a n d ' w v c B i f t o p . to their part , 
office ^ h o n o u " * > « , itfeems, belong unto his 
b f t e r i e n e k h « B ' * 7 ™ y n ° < g ° "way with i t , nor the P r « -
t l L T A 5 J ^ fccul" B i f t l ° P ^ « honour of all 
r e » f ™ ^ " ^ " " " y ^ t a n f e t h from compulfion: and^ood 
d o i ^ ^ f n h C

J r f t ^ e t , h 5 . l a b o u r ' , , n d run thehazzardif he 
«f i l l r h f ' " " ^ ' ' " b e E w l ^ f t i c a l B i f t o p , have the honour 
« ! r^W« ; otd«r ; aud unity t h « ar i fahf tom their management 



of the fpiritual fword and Keycs. 6. And laftly I anfwer, thaS 
this is not the fubjeft that you and we have to difpure of. i t j$ 
Ecclefiaftical Government by Mtniftcrs,and not fecular by Magi-
ftrates that is our controverfie. I t it of the Power left by Chrift 
to Paftors and not to Princes 

§..2$, Objedt. But at leafl thofe fhould bt excommunicated that 
deny cbeditnee to their Bifhops ; that is a 'Power that is left in 
the Bijhtps themfelves, Whether the Magifirate confent or not. 
Anfw. 1. Excommunication is a fentence chat fhould fail on 
none but for fuch grofsand hainous fin, i f notalfo obftinacy 
and rmpenitency in them,as is mentioned in Scripture;l&ing it in 
cafes ofcontroverfic and tolerable difFerences,is but a tearing and 
dividing the Church. 2. We take it not for our duty to excom­
municate you, becaufc you are for Diocefan Prelacy : therefore 
you fhould not take it for yours to excommunicate others ber 
caufe they are againft ir. For 3. I f your fpecies of Epifcopacy 
be fuch as I have proved i t , you have more need to repent and 
amend, and ask forgjyenefs of God and men, then to excommu­
nicate them that are not of your opinion, and for your fin. 
4. But i f you take this to be your ducy, who bath hindered you 
from it th.efe twelve years ? You had liberty, for ought I know, 
to have difcharged your confeiences, and to have excommunica­
ted us all.5. But you might fo eafily fee what was like to come or 
i t , that it is no wonder that you forbore. I f fuch a Miniitry 
and fuch a people as are now your adherents ( whofc deferipti-
on I forbear ) fhould execute your fentence, and caft us and 
our adherents out of their communion, what contempt would it 
bring upou you in England ? The Ale-houfes would be fhut up 
for the moft part, againft us: But that and the reft, would be 
eajily born : I think this is not your way. 

$. 26. Objed. 7. But what needyou form es a new firt ofSpif-
copacy i'were we not well enough before ? Why did you pull down 
that which Was well planted^and now pretend tt commend a better to 
us ? We were well if you had let us alone. 

$.27. Anfw. 1. But We were not well, becaufe you would not 
let us alone. The Minifters that were filenced, and imprifoned, 
and baniftied, and the thoufands of people that were fain to fo l ­
low them, and all thofe that were undone by your profecutions < 
in EngUmi9 were not well. But this is a fmall matter: The ig-
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norant Congregations that had ignorant and drunken guide?, 
where Piety was feorned as Puritanifm, and irapiecy made a 
thing of nothing , and where Satan was fo commonly ferved *, 
the many hundred Congregations in England that never knew 
what true Difcipline meant, nor never law in all their lives, a 
drunkard, oppreffor, rai!er,blafphcmer, either caft out, or pe­
nitently confefs his fin, before the Church, all thefe were noe 
weli,though you were well. 2. Whether we were well before, 

I have (hewed in my firft Difputation, and thither I refer you. 
3. And whether we have brought in a new Epifcopacyfit only caft 
cut a new-one, and defireto bring in the Old, we are content to 
put it to an equal tryall. We all concurr in offering you this mo­
tion. Lettheo/deft ftand, and the neweft be cafi cut. 

§.28. Object 8, Judge now by the tfftEls: The Epifcopicy 

abound i This fwarm of Errors (hews which Government is beft-
M 9 . Anfw. This is a grofs h\hcy% anmcaufa procauft: to 

which I return you my anfwer in thefe feven confederations. 
1 You tell us of the good that you think you did: but you tell us 
net of the hurt. I hope I love Divifions or Hercfies as little as 
e v c r a B i f t i o p i n ^ / ^ : and yet I rouft profefsthat I bafl ra­
ther an hundred times, have things continue as they are with all 
our fwarms of hereficSjthen to be reftorcd to their ancient pals. 
Our lofs is as great ufofepks in being removed from the Prifon to 
Pharaohs ungodly family ; I mean in fpirituals ( of feculars 
anon.) I know not of an Anabaptift,Separatift, Quaker or any 
other Sedary in the Town that I live in,for all this noife unle.s 
you will take a few Infidels for Sectaries, or a few ignorant Pa-
pifts,or thofe of your own way. But on the other Tide, I hope 
there are many hundreds that truly fear God , that formerly 
were drowned in ignorance and ungodlinefs. The families that 
were wont to curfe and fwear and rail at Godlinefs,do now Wor­
ship God,and fet u\> holy inftru&lons,and caft out fin -V arid this 
is our change: And in fome meafurej have reafon to believe that 
it is fo in other places alfo. 

§ • To. 2. The Errors of the times are many of them j*** ewn> 
and therefore you exclaim againftpar [elves. I t fs ° f l m r ^ * s 



( 3 * 7 ) 
\tlves that men arife, that write againft Original ftn, and for 
Liberty of Prephecjing, ( which is more then Liberty of Belie­
ving ) and for a kind of Limbns Patrnm and Infantum, and 
for'humane^4fij-/4c7io»;forrintoGod, and for the Primary of 
the Pope, and that all our Proteftant Churches are no Churches, 
orMiniftersno Minifters, that have not Prclatical O*dinanon, 
yea and a Succeffion of i t ; with many the like ( to lay nothing 
of other Pelagian weeds. ) I t doth not therefore become you to 
reproach us with our fwarms of Errors while you introduce 
them. . , , 

M * i 3- There were Herefies and Sefts even in the dayes 
of Prelacy. Mad you not then the Fartilifti, the Grufrtktom-
ans, ( fachAsHacket,*n<iCoppi»gertznd Arlington) and «#fe 
Anabaptifts,and Sepiratifts, and s< Aminomians, and Pap'.0?3a^ 
fuchlike? befides the contention; between the Armiaicns- and 
Antiarminiam and the contentions railed by Epifcopacy it felf, 
and the Ceremonies that it upheld ? Who were they that rofe tef 
againft the Btfhor>-,*nd pulled chem down, if there were Unity 
under them, as you pretend ? 

$ 2 2 4 . The truth is, it was the Magrftrate and not Epif­
copacy that kept that Unity and Peace among us which we-had ; 
and tlut kept under Herefies fo much as they were kept under. 
Take not therefore the Magnates honour to you Heves. Who 
would have attended your Courts,or fubmitted to your cenfures, 
had it not been for fear o f the Secular power ? I think but revv. 
You know the He -eticks thcmfelves obeyed you ™tior^™ " 
encefake. Nor would cb% have regarded your^eo^mun,i-
cation, if the Magiftrate would have let w h y 
the fpiritual fword in your hands that kept ou Herches w y 
did you not keep them out fince, U well as then ? You have 
fame power from Chrift now as ever you had. And 1 nop 
fears of perforation will not hinder you from your aury^ r 
cially when you can name fo few that have feflfcred f o r e ^ ^ 
fingChurch-d.fciplinebyEpifcopalpowerl f . * ™ ^ i ( h v o u 

hinderanccafewyearsago. For ray part, 1 ne*ri y ^ , 
free from perfecution i f y ^ ^ ^ ^ J V r e l a Toleration of 
that which I fuppole you know - that « * ijk-ivett 
Prelacy in SngJLs thirds of Presbyter le were the hk lyel 
way to bring you into perpetual contempt. For we canno^but 
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know, that befides a few Civil engaged GentIemen,Mini{ters.and 
otoers, your m a , n body w o u W c o n f i f t o f t h o f c t b g t f o r t t e 

notorious impiety ,fcandal or ignorance, arc thought unmeet for 
2 ^ ! ? ^ bJ o t h e r s : a n d tin when you came to ex-
vo, L ^ n ' S ° n l 5 C n , » t h e > ' w ° u l d hate you and By from 
duT* a

a n H v e r t h e ; d i d f r o m P u , i t a n s : a ° d ^ y ° u d i d i n -
w ^ d W r 0 0 1 r c f o r m t h c m o r c a f t c h c m out, your Church 
?o?r o ^ f ? k C ° n C c

L

m P c o f c ^ fober part of the world, and 
Fo? V T Ch r W O u l d * l u i c k | y reHnquifli it for feme, 
led would o f * * * * * ] i f y o i would needs be fo cai-
M ™ t h e / ^ o f a 1 1 t h e o t h e r c h u r d l c s i n 

c d ^ w i t h o u t « p Lu™?^ C € r " i n t r u t h t b a t i s cafily difcern-
w ^ X n ^ k W t : i ^ the dilhonourof all this 

, u r c t t e c t uPon your Prelacy. 
« > t t h e ^ n r n f f i A - n d f u " ^ I a n f w e r y o u r O b j e a i o n ; that it is 
for!iofPrelf C I T y 0 f o t h e r Church-government in compari-
but it waV h/r • W i $ r t h e i n l e t o f <™r Hercfics and Divifions ; 
rk a r ? r n ^ when all evil fpi-
taken advanr^ ° ° r ' a n d t h e f u b t l l c V o f t b * P a P i f t s < h a c b a v e 

Tnd L h e ^ S C ^ f p l W n a m o n S u $ t h e Q « a ^ r s , and Levellers, 
found ^ A M d 0 t t e P a r a c e l f i M i . a ^ t h e Seekers to con-
cauS? A ; i . l h o n o i , r U 3 i f t h e y coold, and to promote their 
the civil a d i n C l ? c s o f w a r » efpecially when fuch changes in 
fow t i r « r 5 n [ u e > a n d many adverfariei are watching to 

T 2 T ' / " A t b i n S s a r e c o m m o n . 
RcLcv'J' f n l y o U c a n n o c f a y » that it comes from the infuf-
von 2 ° V h c r 5 0 v e r " ^ n t in comjfcrifon of yours, becaufe 
you ice no other Government fetled inftead of yours, fo far as 
to h 0 n d c d b y t h € f w o r d or fecular power ; no nor fo far as 
o nave a word of command or perfwafion to the people to obey 

^ e r n C r ^ C p t N " ° r d i n a n c c t h a « i n moft places was hindered from 
IA *U V \ n o r i * t h e r e a n y one Government fo much as own­
ed alone by the Magiftrate. Befides. that the Civil power it felf 

them t h " y ° U f p M k o f > a i t 0 l b c m o f t ° f 

nth ' 7 ' L a f t , y } i f y ° u W 0 U W compare your Prelacy "with 
D Government, compare them where the cafe is equal. Hath 

n o . t P r e s b y f e r i e i n ^ m W , a n d i n F r a n c e (withmuch Jefs help 
ana countenance from the Magiftrate J kept out Herefiesand 

divifions, 
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diviftons, as much at icaft, as erer Prelacy did ? I t is certain thac 
it hath. 

§, 3<5. And yet I mud add, that the multitude of Seclsand 
Herefies that fprungup in ti e firlV, and fecond,and third Ages 
wasnofuchdifhonourtotheformof Government then ufed in 
the Church, as ftiould encourage any man to diflike or change i t . 
I f it was Prelacy that was ufed, tfeen fwarms of Sefts and Hcre-
fiesmay come in notwithftanding Prelacy ( evenin better hands 
then your*. ) But i f it were not Prelacy that was then the Go­
vernment, Herefies are no more a fhamc to that Government 
now. 

$•37-1 know many Readers will think, that this writing 
that purpoftly comes for Peace, fhould not be guilty of repeat­
ing and remembring the faults of others, norfpeakto them fo 
plainly as is liker to exafperare then pacific. But to thefe I fay, 
I . Their Objections which they infift on, cannot be anfwered 
but by this opening of the truth. And 2. The truth is, thofe 
men that own all the abufes and pcrfecutions of the late Prelates, 
and are impenitent as to their guilt, and wifh and would have 
the fame again, are no fit materials for a concordant frame. I f 
their bufinefs be defiroving, they will never well joyn with us in 
building and in healing. Repentance is the heft Ingredient in our 
Salve. We confent to the fame conditions that we propofe, and 
will thank them i f they will help us to Repentance; efpecially 
of fuch fins as are deftru&ive to the Churches peace. 

$.38. And the: Godiy Moderate Epifcopal men do concur 
with us in the blaming of the abufes of their party. Saith than 
good and peaceable Bifliop H*//in his modeft offer to t be AlTem-
b!y, p*g-l- [ IJhould be a flatterer of the times pajl, if I {koala* 
take upon me tojttfltfic or approve ef alt the carriages Q{fome, that 
have been entrnfledwith the Keyes of Ecchfiaflical Government: 
or to blanch over the corruptions of Confiflsrial Offic ers : in both 
thefe there was fault enough to ground both a Complaint and lie-
formation : and may. that man never profper, that defires n ° t a K 

happy reformation ofwhatfoever hath been,or is amifs in the Church 
of Cod.] 

$.39. Object. 9 But it is not only the abufes of Epifcopacy, 
hut the thing it felf-that hath been Covenanted againj} in England* 
and oppofed: nor is it only the Engltfi Prelacy, but all Epifcopacy ' 
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( 3 3 < 0 
Arii therefore your m&tion for another fpccicsi/ like to find butfiff all 
Acceptance. v 

§.40. tAnfw. I t is not true that all Eptfcopacy hath been 
Covenanted againft or taken down in England. Nor is it true of 
any of the forts of Epifcopscy which 1 have here mentioned. 
I t was only that which was then exiftent that was taken down, 
and only tnc EngliCh frame of Arch-bifhops, Bifhops, Deans, 
and the reft,as here they Governed,that was Covenanted againft. 
O f which I (hall fpeak more anon in anfwer to the Objections 
of others. 

§ .41 . Object. 10. Tou hauecoveteujlj feized on the Revenues^ 
t>f the *BiJhofs, and made jour felvesfat with their Pojfeflions, and. 
this was the prize that JOH aimed at in taking them down. Anf#> 
The world feeth the falfhood of this flandcr, in the open light; 
and therefore for your credit fake, you were beft recant if. E»t 
land knoweth that the Biftiops lands were fold, and given to the 
Souldiers, and not to the Presbyters. I t maintained the Army* 
and not the Miniftry. And that the Dean and Chapters lands is 
gone the fame way, or the like, to pay the debts of the State* 
And that Presbyters have none of them all, fave that here and 
there one that had about ten, or twency^or thirty pound a year, 
have fomewhat in Augmentation, that the Churches may not be 
left to Readers, and blind Guides, as they were in the Prelates 
dayes. I that have a fuller maintenance then moft in all the 
Country where I live, do receive but about eighty pound and 
fometimes ninety pound per annum: and did I heed to pull down 
Prelacy for this ? 

$. 42. I Come now to the Objections of the other fide, who 
will be offended with me for confenting for peace, to 

fomuch as I here do ? And i.Some will fay, fhatw* are 
gagtd againft all Prelacy by Covenant, and therefore cannot JftW 
io fomuch asyou d?,without the guilt of perjury. 

$. 43. Anfw. That this is utterly untrue, i thus demonltrate. 
1. When the Covenant was prefented to the AfTembly,, wit 
the bare name of [ Prelacy ] joyned to Popery, many Grave 
and Reverend Divinesdefired th*t the word {_ Prelacy] *™& 
l?e explained, becaufe i t was not all Epifcopacy that they^wer 
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againft. And thereupon the following Concatenation in the 
parenthefis was given by way of explication : in thefe words, 
\_that is, Church-government by Arch-bifhops, Bijbops, their 
Chancellors and CommijfariesyDeansy Deans and Chapters, Arch-
deacons, and all other EccTeftaftical Officers, depending on that Hie­
rarchy. J By which it appeareth that it was only the Englifli 
Hierarchy or frame, that was Covenanted againft : and that 
which was then exiftent, that was taken down. 

$ • 44- 2. When the houfe of Lords took the Covenant, Mr. 
Thomas Coleman that gave it them, did fo explain it and profefs, 
that it was not their intent to Covenant againft all Epifcopacy: 
and upon this explication it was taken : and certainly the Parlia­
ment were moft capable of giving us the due fenfe of it j becaufc 
i t was they that did impofe it. 

$-45- 3* And it could not be all Epifcopacy that was ex­
cluded, becaufe a Parochial Epifcopacy was at the fame time ufed 
and approved commonly here in England. 

$.46. 4 . And in Scot land they had ufed the help of Vifitors 
for the Reformation of their Churches, committing the care o f 
a County or large Circuit to fome one man, which was as high 
a fort of Epifcopacy at lead, as any I am pleading for. Befides 
thaubey had Moderators in all their Synods, which were tem­
porary Bilhop*. 

$-47. 5- Alfo the chief Divines of the late Affembly at 
Wejlminfter, that recommended the Covenant to the Nations 
have profefT.d their own judgements for fuch a Moderate Epif-
copacy as I am here defending: and therefore they never intend­
ed the exclufionof thu by the Covenant. 

$•48. Objed. 2. By this we Jhall feem mutable, while we 
\AT J T £PifC0Pac7one year,and fet it up again the next. Anfw, 

J i f n o t c h e f e c t i n g UP of that which we have taken down? 
and therefore it is no mutability. 

$.49. Objea. 3. But this will prepare for the reft duration of 
theyld Epifcopacy. By fuch degees it invaded the Church atfirfi : 
and ij we let in the preparatory degree, the reft in time is like to fol­
low ; all that we can do is little ensugh to keep it out. 

§. $o. Anfw, 1. I f we had no other work to do, we would 
do this as violently as you defire : but we have the contrary ex-
tteam to take heed of and avoid; and the Churches Peace, i f it 

U u 2> may 
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may be, to procure. 2. As we muft not take down the Miniffry, 
left it prepare men for Epifcopacy, fo neither muft we be againit 
any profitable exercife of the Miniftry, or defirable Order 
among them, for fear of introducing Prelacy. 3 • Nor is there 
any fuch danger of i t , as is pretended • as long as the Maginrate 
puts not the fword into their hands,and no man can be fubjected 
to them, but by his own Confent, what need we fear their en­
croachments on our liberties. 4. I t is not in your power to hin­
der the Species of Epifcopacy that is pleaded for, from being in­
troduced : but only to with-hold your own confent, and hinder 
peace and unity. For any Minifter that wi l l , can eileern another 
his fuperiour, and be ruled by him, and do nothing without nis 
confent: Thefe are the actions of his own free-will. 5. As long 
as you are frte from violence, i f you find an efil or danger, you 
may draw back . 

5 1 • Object. 4. Have we not fmarted by them Ute en^Hgh 
already ? /ball rve fo foon be turning back^ to ^gJPt ? Anfw. 
which you have fmartcd by , we defire you not ro turn back 
t o ; but that which is Apoftolical rpure, and profitable to the 
Church, and thats not tAEgypt. 

§. 52. Object. 5. Yen da all this for Peace with Epifcopal T»-
vines : and where is there any §f them that is worthy fo ftudtous 
a Pacification} Do they not commonly own their former imptettes 
And perfections ? Are they not meer formalifis and enemies to. 
fraWcal Godlinefsi Would they not ruine the Church,and do as 
they have done, if they had power ? Hath God brought them ^ n 

for their own wickednefs, and fhall wefet them up again I f 

§-S3. Anfw.i. All are not fuchasyou defenbe : Many ot 
them are godly able men, that defire and endeavour the good 
of the Church. 2. I f there were none in this age worthy of our 
communionj yet, i f we wil l have a lafting peace,we muft extend 
the terms of it fo far as to comprehend all that are fit for Com­
munion. And fuch we may eafily know, there will be or this 
opinion throughout all ages. 3. And moft of the Churches'jn 
the world being already for a higher Prelacy then this, we fhould 
agree with them as far as well we may. 

$•54. Object. 6.But the Parliament haveenatledinthefettk' 
went of the CivilGovernment jhat Popery and Prelacy fbalI not" 
tolerated. Anfw. That is,thc Englifti Prelacy excluded by the 1.0-

* •-• venant *9 
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venant, and that,as it would be cxercifed by violence^nd forced 
upon diffenrers. Its known what Prelacy was in England- and 
they cannot rationally be interpreted to fpeak againft arfy but 
what was among us.and taken noti(?e of under that name. You 
fee -the fame Power allow a Parochial Epifcepacy, andalfo Ap­
provers of all that are admitted to pnblick preaching; and you 
fee they allow an Itinerant Miniflry in Wales-, and they join 
Magiftrates and Mwijlers for the eje&ingof the inefficient Mi-
nifter i and they never forbad or hindered a ftated Preftdency, 
or any thing that I have pleaded for : yea they continued a Mo­
derator of the Aflembly at Weflminfter for many years, even to 
his death. And what fuller evidence would you have that it is ^ 
not any fuch Epifcopacy whofe liberty they exctude, under the 
name of Prelacy ? Only they would not have the Hierarchy by 
Law-Chaneellors to govern the Church, and that by force of 
the fecular power annexed unto theirs: and fo they deny them 
Liberty to deprive all other men of the'rr liberty. But this is no­
thing to the matter in hand. , i 

6 < J . To conclude, let it be noted, in anfwer to all other on.-
j e c W , that the Prcfidency or preeminence P ^ . ^ « 
enable no man to do harm j but only give themfeIves. td1 van age 
to do good. They can hinder no man ^ P " ^ 1 0 ^ ^ 
ing or holy living, or improttng his abilities to the goodotihc 
Church : Nor can they Govern any man further then they have 
his own Confent. All which being well confidered,! may conclude 
that this much may be granted in order to the healing and Re­
forming of the Churches. 

U u 3 
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i« Parochial 
Bi{hors. 

C H A P . V L 

f u m of the foregoing Tropofitiom, 

and the Q o n f f l e n c y o f them m t h the 

Principles of each p a r t y , and f o their 

aptitude to Reconcile. 

^ H E fumrn of all that I have pro-, 
W pounded is,thac though we cannot, 

we may not embrace the Govern­
ment by Prelacy, as latclyexercifed 
here in England ( how confident­
ly foevcr fomc appropriate the title 
of the Church of England to the ad­
herents of that frame, ) yet would 

we not have the Church ungoverned, nor worfe governed, 
nor will we rcfufe for peace fuch a kind of Epifcpacy as is 
tolerable in theChurch. And there are four forts of Exercife of the 
Miniftry,which if you p!eafe,you may call Epifcopacy % which we 
(hall not refufe when it may conduce to Peace. 

§ 2- *• We (hall confent that the Ancient Parochial Epifco' 
pacy be reftored : that is, that in every Parifti that hath a parti­
cular Church, there may be a Paftor or Bifliop fetled to govern 
it .according to the word of God j And that he may be the chief 
among the Presbyters of that Church,if there be any And may 
affume fit men to be affifting Presbyters to him, i f there be fuch 
to be had. I f not , he may be content with*Deacons. And 
thefe Parochial Biftiops arc oaoft ancient, and have the Power 
pf Ordination. 

$. 3-



^ . 3 . Yet do we not fo tye a Church to a Pariih, but that in 
places where the ignorance, infidelity, or impiety of the people, 
or the fmalnefs of the Parifties is fucb, as that there are not f i t 
perfons enough in a Parifh to make a convenient particular 
Church, it may befit for two, or three, or four ( i n necefiity) 
Neighbour Parifties to joyn together, and to be formed into one 
particular Church. The fcveral Minifters keeping their ftations, 
for the teaching of the reft as Catechumens, but joyning as one 
Presbyterie, for Governing of that one particular Church, that 
is Congregate among them. And having one Prefident, With­
out whom nothing fiiould be done in matters left to humane de­
termination. Yet fo,that the Presbyters be not forced to this,buc 
doitfreeiy. ' ' , , 

§ .4. I I . Wefha l lconfent tha t thefePar i fhCW^ be Afi v T - f n r f o f 
fociatefnd that in every Market Town Cor fuch convenient• ^ ^ " d P T -
places as (hall be agreed on ) there may be frequent meetings of ftors 

the Paftori, for Communion and Corrcfpondency^ and that one 
among them be their Jlanding Moderator durante vita, or their 
Prefident ( for fo I woold caJl him rather then Bifliop thougfi 
we would leave men to ufe what name they pleafe ) And to him 
fhould be committed the Communicating of times and places, 
of meeting, and other bufineffei and Correfpondcncies. And 
the Moderating of the debates and deputations. 

f. 5. And for my part I would confent for peace that defatlo 
no Ordination be made in either of the forefald Presbyteries, 
without the Prefident, but in cafes of Neceffity: 10 be it 1.1 hat 
nonebe compelled to own any otherPrinciple of this Practice, 
then a Love of Peace; and none be compelled to profels that he 
boldeth the Prefident to have de jure a Negative voice: yea that 
all have liberty to write down on what other Principles they 
thusyeild, that rhe Pratlice only may fufficefor Peace. 

$. 6. I I I . We (hall confent alfo,' that one in a Deanry or 3. A ViSter 
Hundred, or other convenient fpace, rnay.bythe Magiftnte be ot _ 
cho fena^ fo r* / theChurchesandCountreyzbom him; naHrtng ^ J ' 
Power only to takenotice of the ftate of things, and grave.y co G a ^ y . 
admonifh the Paftors where tht'y are negligent, and exhort the 
people, and provoke them to Holinefs, Reformation and Unity, 
only by perforations from the Word of God. Which is no more 
then any Minifter may do that hath opportunity ; only we defire 

the 



tfie Magiftrate to defign a particular perfon to do it ( requiring 
Minifters and people to give him the meeting,) becaute that 
which is every mans work is not fo well done, as that which is 
fpscially committed to fome. And we defire that he may ac ­
quaint the Magiftrate how things arc. 

Thefe two to %' 7- And to avoid the inconveniences of dividing thefe works, 
be in one we are defirous that thefe two laft may meet in one man : and fo 
man. be thac is chofen by thePaftors, the Prefidenc of their Aflfocia-

tfon, may be chofen his Vifi tor by the Magiftrate, and do both ; 
which may be done by one in every Market-town ( which is 
truly a City in the anticnt fenfe ) and the circumjacent Village-
Yet this we cannot make-a ftanding Rule (that one man do 
both ) becaufe the Tajiors muft choofe their Prefident, and the 
Magiflrate his Fffitor-^ai its pofiible they may not alwayes con­
cur. But if the Magiftrate will not choofe fuch a Vifitor,the Pa-
ftorsmay.But then they can compel none to meet him or hear him. 

4 . General 8. I V . Befides thefe three ( o r two, whether you w i l l ) 
unSxcd Mini- beforeinentioned, we (hall confent that there be a general, fort 
fors. 6 f Miniftcrs, fuch as the Apoftles/Evangelifts/and ethers in 

thofe times were, that fliall have no fpedal charge, but go up 
and down to preach the Gofpel, and gather Churches where 
there are none, and contribute the beft afliftance of their Abili­
ties, Intereft and Authority for the reforming, confirming, and 
right ordering of Churches. And i f by the Magiftrates Com­
mand, or Minifters confent there be one of thefe afligncd to 
each County, and fo their Provincesprudentially diftingaifbed 
and limited, we fhail not diffent. Yet wc would have fuch but 
where there is need. 

0 t V . Befides thefc four forts of Bifhops, we are all 
agreed on t wo forts more; 1. The Epifcopi gregis,or Paftors ot 

* So Co- (i e v c r > r Congregation, whether they have any aftiftant Presbyters 
ti JJlis him- o r n 0 » o r b c* nS themfelves but fuch aftiftant Presbyters. 2. The 
felf a BHTiop. Magiftrate,who is * a fecular Biftiop, or a Governor of the 
e*feb. vk. C hurch by force. And we defire the Magiftrate to be a nurfing 
C O ifl.t.^.C 14. • 
And he made his Court a Church,and afiembling the. people,did ufe to take,the h°*y3g?} 
ture,and deliver Divine contemplations out of it,or clfe he \%ould read the CofflOW"'1 «7-
crs to the whole Congregation, czp.17.And icis plain that it.was-Conflantim that kept 

j Churches in Unity and Peace, when the Bifnops elfe would have broken them to F j c e . ^ 
' And the Emoerours frequently took down and fet up Biihops at their please, efpeoauy ^ 

the Patriarchal Scats as 7^omes Coajizntumk, Antioch, Alexandria 
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father to the Church, and do his duty, and to keep the fword in 
hiYown hand; and for forcible depofing Minifters, or* any pu-
nilhment on body or eftate,we defire no Bifhops nor other M i -
niflersmay be authorized thereto : But i f Paftors exclude an 
unworthy Paftor from their Communion, let the Magiftrate on­
ly deprive him forcibly of his place and maintenance, i f he fee 
caufe. When the Council of Antioch had depofed Paulus Sa-
tnofatenus, he would not go out of the houfe: And all the Bi ­
shops in the Council could not force him out, but were fain to 
procure the Heathen Emperor Aurelian to do it. I t lyeth as a 
blot on Cyrii o f Alexandria that he was the firft man that ar­
rogated andexercifed there a fecular Coercive Power, under the 
name of a Bifhop of the Church. 

§. i o. There is enough in this much to fatisfie any moderate 
honeft men for Church-government, and for the healing of our 
Divifions thereabout; And there is nothing in this that is in-
confiftent with the Principles of the moderare of any Party. 

$ . 1 1 . I . l)\zt a Church organized, called by iomt Bcclefta 
}rima , Jhould be no greater then I have mentioned, is not 
contradiaory to the Principles of the Epifcopall , Presbyteri­
ans, Congregationall or Eraftian. Indeed the two firft fay,thae 
it may be bigger i but none of them fay, It muft be bigger. The 
Presbyterians inftances of the Church of ferufalem ( which 
fcrued to the higheft, cannot be proved neer half fo great as fome 
o f our Parifties) and fuch other Churches, are but for the 
may bet and not for the muft be. And therefore if they be peace­
able, «his will make no breach. 

$.12. 2. That Paroehial Churches and Afociations have fixed 
Prefident/, is nothing contrary to any of their Principles, as tar 
as I am able to difcern them. , 

$. 13. 3. That Paftors may be lawfully appointed to vift and 
help the Country and the neighbour Churches, and exhort them 
to their duty.and give the Magiftrate information of their itaie, 
is a thing that none.canjuftly blame, any more then P r e a ^ m " | 
a Ledure among them. Nor do I know any party that is agamit 
i t Y o f thefefour.) 
, ; §, 14 . And 4 . That there may be more General Mmfters to ga ­
ther,and take care of many Churches, I think none of them will 
deny. Sure the Itinerant Minifters in Wales will not : Noc 



yet that thefe may have their Provinces diftingniflied. I f 
I could imagine which of all thefe forts would be denied , 1 
would more fully prove i t , yea and prove i t confident with the 
Principles of each party ; but t i l l then its vain. 

$.15. The only point that I remember, like to be queftioned, 
is\ihtconfentingto forbear Ordination in feveral Tresbytcries, 
till the Prefident be one .except in cafe ofNecefptj : And nothing is 
here queftionable,that I ©bfervcjbut only Whether it be confijlent 
Kf ith the Principles of the Congregational partjftm% they would 
have all Ordination to be by the Elders of their own Church , 
and where there are none, that it be done by the people without 
Elders. To which I anfwer, 1. That we here grant them that a 
Congregational Presbyterie with their Prefident may ordain an 
Elder for that Congregation. 2. The Moderate Congregational 
men do grant us that the Elders or Paftors of other Churches 
may lawfully be called to affift them in Ordination, though they 
think it be not neceffary.lt is not therefore againft their Principles 
to do fo. For furc they may do a Lawful thing, cfpecially when 
the Churches Peace doth lie fomuch upon it as here it doth. 

§. 16. I conclude therefore that here arc healing Principlei 
brought to your hands, i f you have but healing inclinations to 
receive them. Here is a fufficient remedy for ourDivifions, 
upon the account of Church-go?ernmeht,if you have but hearts 
to entertain them and apply them. But i f fome on one iide 
wil l adhere to all their former exceflesand abufes, and continue 
impenitent, unchurching the beft of the Proteftant Churches 
that are not Prelatical ( while they unchurch not the Church ot 
A w ; ) And if others on the other fide will ftifty refufc to yield m 
things that cannot be denied to be lawfull, yea and convenient 
for the Churches, and fet more by all their own conceits then .by 
the Peace of Brethren, and confequently the profpenty of tee 
Church % we muft leave the care of all to God, and content our 
fclvej that we have done our duty. 

C H A P ] 
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«S<w/t? instances to prove that moderate men 

Kill agree upon the foregoing termr. 

E S T iny chink that it is a hopelefs work 
chat 1 have motioned, and the parties 
wil l not agree upon thefe terms % I fliali 
(hall next prove to you that the godly and 
moderate of each party, are agreed already 
( atleafttheEpifcopaland Presbyterians, 

and 1 think the reft: ) and that its in Practice wore then Princi­
ples that wc difagree. 

§.2.1.1 willhegirt with the Epi/copal Divines, of whom there 
ate two parties, differing much more from one anpther.then the 
one of them doth from the Presbyterians. The ancient Bifhops 
and the moderate of late,did maintain the Validity of Ordination 
by Presbyters,and own the Reformed Churches that had other, 
fnppofing their Epifcopacy ufefull to the perfe&ion or well being 
of a Church,but not necc&ry to the being of it. And this fort of 
menfwho alfo agree with us in do&rine)we could quickly be re­
conciled with. But of late years there are many Epifcopal D i ­
vines fprung up,that embracing theDo&rine called Arrainianifm, 
do withal deny the Being of the Miniftry and Churches that want 
Prelatical ordination-.and with thefe there is no hope of concord, 
becaufe they will have it on no other terms then renouncing our 
Churches and Miniftry, and being again ordained by them, *™ 
thus coming wholly over to them. Thefe feparatefrom us, ana 
pretend that our Churches have no trueWor(hip(wonderous au­
dacity, J and our Minifters are no true Miniftcrs, and can the 
Church into private houfes (asD. H/^exprefly mms l U i n i t 
and his Church] in the beginning of the Preface; and many 
others.,) Of whom I fpoke before. -

V3.Thatthc ancient Englifti Bifhops that hold tothedottnne 
of the Church si England, and are peaceable men, are cafily 
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agreed wiih us, I f i r f l prove from the example of Reverend Bi-
ihop Ball. In his Peace-ma\er he hath thefe w o r d s ^ P a g ^ A 7 * 
48,49 • The Divifions of the Church are either General betwixt our 
Church and the other Reformed -9 or fpecial with thofe within the 
bo feme of our own Church both which require feveral cenfidera* 
tisns.For the former,bleffedbeGod,thereis no difference in any etfen-
tial matter betwixt the Church of'England andher Sifters of the 
Reformation'. We accordin every point of Chriftian DcElrine with­
out leaffi the variation. ( N B.) Their publike Confejfions and ours, 
are fuffcient convictions to the world, of our full and eibfalute agree • 
merit-, the only difference is in the form of outward adminiftration: 
Wherein alfoweare fo far agreed, as that we all profefs this form 
wt to be efential to the being of a Church ( N . t . ) though much 
importing the well or better being of it, according to our feveral 
apprehenfions thereof; and that we do all retain a reverent and 
lovtng opinion of each other in our own ftveral wayes : not feeing 
any^reafon why fo poor a divcrfitj Jhould work, any alienation of of' 
fefttontntts, one towards another : But wit hall, nothing hinders 
but that we may come yet clofer to one another, if both may refolve to 
meet in that "Primitive Government ( whereby it is meet wefhould 
both be regulated) univerfally agreed on by all antiquity; wherein 
all things Vrere ordered and tranfatled by the Confent of the P res by 
terie, moderated by one conftant Prefident thereof: the Primacy 
and perpetual pratlice whereof no man can doubt of that hath fat 
feen the writings 0f C l emens^ Ignatius, and hath govs along 
mth the Hiftory 0f thofe primitive times We i f y well reft i* 
the judgement of Mr. JohnCamero, the Leamedft Divine, btfit 
fpoke without envy1, that the Church of Scotland hath ^rded 
in this lafl age : [ Nullus efi.dubitandi, locus, eye. There is no 
Aoubt at all,faith hejbm that Timothy was chofen by the Colledge 
<*f the Presbyters, to be the Prefident of them, and that net without 
fame authority over the reft , but yet fuch as have the due bounds and 
limits'] And that this was a leading cafe, and common to other 
Churches, was never deny ed by any author. Words may not break, 
fquare, where the things are agreed. If the name of a Bijbip.dif' 
pleafe, let them call this man a Moderator, a 'Prefident, a Super­
intendent, an Overfeer • fnlyfor the fixednefs or change of this per* 
fon3 Ut the ancient and univerfall praclice of Gods Church, be 
thought worthy to overfveay. - And if in this one point ( N« B. ) 
(wbsretn the diftame it fo narrow, we could condejeend to each 
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tther^ati other circUmftances axd appendances of varying praBices 
or opinions, might without any difficulty be accorded. But 'if there 
muft be a diference of'judgement' in thefe matters of'outward / V 
Hey, why Jh mid not our hearts be ft ill one ? why 'fhould fuch a di-
verfttybe of Tower to endanger the diffiolving of the bond of brother-

-hood. ? May we have the grade but to follow the truth in Love, we 
/bill in thefe fever al tratls overtake her happily in. the end f and 
find her embracing of Peace,and crowning us with bleffednefs } 
So far Bifhop Ball ^ fo thac you fee that only the rixing of 
the Moderator or President will fatisfie fuch as he : and 
fo with hira and fuch as he, for my parti am fulfy agreed al­
ready. 

§. 4. And here by the way, becaufe there are fo many Epifco-
palTeparatifts'-of late, that bazzard the fOuis of their partial fol­
lowers, and becaufe the right habituating of the mind with Peace 
is an excellent help to a found uhderftanding , and the efesping 
the errors and hainous fins that Faction engageth too many in, I 
thereforemake it my requeft to all thatrcad thefe lines,but fober-
ly to read over that*onc Book of Bifhop H*//.r,caIled the Peace- * And Mr.. 
wa\er, once or twice : 'which i f I could procure,! think I fhould Burroughs-
do much to the Peace of'thefe Churches, and* to the good of iremco*.-
many endangered foulf,that by pafiionate and factious leaders 
are mifguided. 

f . 5. The fame Reverend man in h ' s Humble Remonilrance 
hath thefe wordv Pag. 29,30, 3 1. \_The fecond is intended to 
raife envy againft us, as the uncharitable cinfurers and condemncrs 
of thofe Reformed Churches abroad, which differ from our Govern-
ment: wherein we dojuflly complain of a flanderous afperfuncajt 
upon us : We love and honour thofeSifler Churches as the dear 
fP'"fe of chrift . ypt h lefts God for them; and we do heartily m& 
unto them that happimfs in the Partner (hip of our admin'ftratisn, 
-which I doubt not but they do no lefs heartily "ifr' 38$ thcmftlves, 
Good words you will perhaps fay j "hut 'what is allthis fair ^mple-
ment, ifonrail condemn them} For if Epifcopacy fiand b)> DU 
vineright, Vrhat becomes of thefe Churches that want it ? Majice 
And ignorance are met 'together in this unjafi aggravation'. 
I . Our pofttion.is only affirmative, implying the juftiftablcnefsdnd 
holinefs of an Enfcopal calling, without any farther implication '. 
Next,whcn wefpeak^of Divine'rightfwe mean not an cxprefs Law . 

Xx . I , ^ ; 
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ofGadrequtrmgit upmtheabfolute Necefs'tty of the Beingof* 
Church (what hinder ancesfoever may intcrpofe ) but a Vivine 
inftitution warranting it where it is, and requiring it where it may 
be had- Every Church therefore which is capable of this form 
of Government, both may and ought to affecl it — — but 
thofe particular Churches to whom this power and faculty is denyed,. 
lofe nothing of the true effence of a Church jhough they mifsfeme 
thing of their glory and perefeUion %Ant page 32. [ Our 
form of Government differs little from their own, fave *n 
the perpetuity of their (vfircutUor) Moderator'fhip, andtheexclw 
fion of that Lay Pre sby terie which never till this age had footing 
tn the Chriftian Church. ] — And Page 41,42. [ Alas 
my Brethren, while we do fully agree in all thefe, and all other 
notlnnal and Praclical points of Religion, why will you be fi 
uncharitable, as by thefe frivolous and caufelefs Divifions to rend 
the[camlefs coat oj[Chrifli It it a Title, or a Retinue, or * Ce­
remony a Garment, o r a Colour, or an Or van Pipe% that can make 
t r u f f T / Ch^i^i/e^eP^achandprofefs the fame faving 
truth, whtles we deftre ( as you profefs to do ) to walk confcion* 
P J wm our God according to that one Rule of the Reyall Law of 
our Atafyr -whiles we oppofe one and the fame common enemy , 
Wttrswtjtnfeignedly endeavour to hold the unity of the Spirit ** 
thebonds of Peace* For us, we make » difference at *U 
Un the right and tnterefi of tkk Church ) betwixt Clergy and 
Latty, betwtxt the Clergy and Laity of one part and of another : 
mare all your true Brethren-, weareone with you, both in heart 
ybrmn and hope to meet you in the fame heaven: butifyewiU 
needs be otherwtfe minded, we can but bewail the Churches mi­
sery and your fin. ] Y 0 u hear how this good Bifliep was &r 
from a reparation. 

$.6.How contrary to this,is the forefaid writingof Dr. Bide 
t wnicMmflancein, becaufe it is come new to my hand ) who 
itigmatizetnthefrontof his book with the brand of fcparacion, 
and that of one of the molt rigid and unreafonable kinds. Thus 
ne begins, £ " When Confcientious Miniflers cannot afidatc f» 
.< ̂  Church,and Confcientious Chriflians cannot go toChurch;*nd 
^uftomary Chrtfliansge thither, either to little purpofe, becaufe 

"notrntw0rjhip,Qr to great fhame, becaufe to no true CMim-
, Jtcrst tis fit the £burck fhonldcome to private htufes J—-


