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of Gedrequirsng it upsn the abfolure Necefsity of the Being f’f #
Chaurch (what hinderances (sever may interpofe ) bur 4 Lheone
inftitution Wwarranting it where st is, andrequiving it where st may

. bebad.  Every Church therefore which ss capable of thisform

of Government, both may and ought to affet it bt

- thofe particular Churches 1o whoms this power and facnlty is denyed, .

lofe mothing of the trme effence of a Church,thonghthey mifs fome
thing of their Zlory and perefellion —— oAnd page32. [ owr
form of Government ——— differs little from their own, fave s

“the perpetuity of their ( Tprwacia or) Moder atorfhip and the excl”

fion of thar Lay-Presbyrerie which never till this age had footing
35 the Chriftian Church. ] ————And Page 41,42, { Alas
wy Brethren, while wedo fully agree in allthefe, and all other
Doctrinal and Pratical points of Religion , why will you be fo
#ncharitable, as by thefe frivolous and canfelefs Divifions to rend
the [eamlefs coar of Chrift ® Itita Title,or a Rerinne, or &Ce
remony . aGarment, or a Colonr, or an Organ Pipe, that can make
#s adifferent Church,whiles we preach and profe(s the [ame (#0975
trath, whiles we defire ( as you profefs to do ) to walk confciond
6!y with anr God according o that one Rule. of sthe Royall Larw of
our Maker , whiles we oppofe one and the fame common enem)
wbz{rfwyn_feignedly endeavonr to holdthe unity of the Spirit.¢%
thébonds of Peacep For us, we make no difference at 4
( snihe right and intereft of the Charch ) betwixe (lergy #
Laity, berwixs the Clergy an Laityof one part and of another:
we are 4{1 Jonr true Brethren, we are one with Jos, both sn lm(t ;
and brain , and hope to meet 19555 the [ame heaven : but if yewill
needs be otherwife minded, we canbut bewail the Charches Wi
fery and your i, —] You hear how this good Bifhep was far
from a feparation. :
§. 6. How contrary to this,is the forefaid writing of Dr. Hide
( whichTinflance in, "becanfe itis come new to my hand) who
ftigmatizeth the front of his book with the brand of feparacion,
and that of one of the moft rigid and unreafonable kinds. .'rhqs
hebegins, [ * When Confrientions Minifters cannor affsciate 3%
* the Chupch,and Confcientions C briftians gannot go roC burch;and
Be s #ftomary Chriftians go thither, either t6 fittle purpofe, é‘“.”[e
** 30 10 trae wor i, or 10 Lrear [hame, becaufe to xo srne M

Chersy dis fir tbg Clwrch fomldcome so privase bufes 1]5;;;,
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Doth he not begin very wifely and charitably ? What conld the-

moft Schifmatical Papift fay more? What !zotrue wor/Bip | no
srue Miniflers ! and bz Cuftomary Chriftians that come thither ?
Yes, and that’snot all : he purfuesit with an exprobration, thac
we'are faln fromonr Religion, (. 4.) and yer that’s not all »
headds, [ “ Here feems Jet 80 be 4 very bad certainty of their Res
 Bigion; andbow can theve be 4 berter Certainty of their falvan
“tion? unlefs ( thas we mAYy gratifie their firgularity more thes.
"t our own veracity ) we will [ay, There may be a cormspany of
** g0od Chriftians ont of she Communion of Sasnts, or & Commn=
** wion of Saints out of Chrifts Cathilike Charch. ] Should we.
laugh or weep at fuch a man asthis? What! 7o communion of
Saints; but with the feparating party of the Prelaces ? Unhap-
py we that live in England, aud can'meet with {o fmall 2 number
of thefe Saints, Is the Carbolike Church confined to zhis pariy ?
and Salvation to this Chunch ? Tranfcendent Papal arrogancyl
Its well that thefe Prelates are not the only Key-keepers of hea

ven! for we fee how we fhould then be ufed. I mufteell this

Dr. and all of his mind, that itisan eaficr way to-Heaven, then
we dare hope to come thither by, to joyn our’ felves to their fe-
parating Communion of Saints, and liveas the moft that we are
acquainted with, that are of that Saint-like Communion. He
had been better have talked at chefe rates to men of another Age
or Nation, then to us that fee the lives of their adherents, We
never changed our Religion norour Church. What if he read
his prayers, and I fay mine without book ; or whatif he pray in:
white, and [in black? or whatif he kuee! in receiving the Eu.
charift, and I fir or fand ® or what if he ufe the Crofi in bap-
#ifme, and1baptize no better then the Apofthes did without it ;
do thefe or fuch®ke makeus to be of two Re/i igions ? Do I change:

wy Religion, if I'read with a pair of fpeQacles, orif I look to-

wards the South or Weft, rather then the Eaft c.? We fee
what thefe men' would make the (hriftian Religios to be. Wel:e
the Apoflies no Chriftians, becaufe they had no kneeling atthe:
Eucharift; nor Crofs in Baptifm, nor Surplice, nor (at leaft
our ) Common Prayer.book, ¢t ? Dare you fay they were.
no Chriftians? or yet thar Chriftian Religion was one thing:
then, and another thing now ? And for our Churches, we do

notonly meetinthe fume places, but we bavetbe fame da&’ri;a:e,:
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-the fameworfbip (inevery part, though hetalk of our 10 true
’ worfhip ; as if Praying, Praifing God, -¢c. wereno tru€ V‘QOf"
fhip : ) the things changed were by the impofers and defenl-mf
(fee Dr: Burgefs Rejoynder ) profeffed ro be no parts at all o
worfhip,but meer accidents; we have the fume people, fave out
and there a few that feparate by yours and others feducement,an
fome vile ones that we caft out ; we have abundanceof the [ame
Miniftersthat wehad. And yet muft we have no wor/bip, Minv
firy, Communion of Saints,or Salvation, becanfe we have only 8
Parochial and not. a Diocefan Epifcopacy:? - Forfooth we have
loft our Religion, and areall loft men, becaufeour Bifhops have
but fingle Parifh churches tooverfee (which they find ajoad ;s
bieavy as they can bear, ) and .we have not one Bifhop to-taxe -
the Government of an bundred or two hundred Churches. At
Rome he isa damned man that believeth not in the Pope* a,"&fi
out of the Catholike Church, becaufe he isout of the fubjecit
on of the Pope : and with thefe men, we are loft men, if we never
fo much believe in Cbrift, becaufe we.- believe not in an Ath'
bifhop, and are out of the Catholike Church and Communion
of Saints, becaufe we will not be ruled by fuch Rulers as thefe.
And what’s all this, to fuch Ceuntics as this where I live, and mo
€lfein Englind that I bear of, thac know of no Bifhop they
have (andthey rejeted none, ) nor dothany. come and com-
mand chem any Obedience 2. Maft we be unchriftened ,unchurcht
and damned, for not obeying, when we have none to obey, Of
none that calls for cur obedience ? But I fhall let thele men paffs
and leave them in their [eparation,defiring that they had €atho-
like fpirits and principles. T his much I have faid rolet men fee,
that there is no poffibility of our union with this fort that arc
"E@!Eg@f{?’f parasions and that it is not thefe Noveliftsaod Di-
viders, but the antient Epifcopal party of England that we can
eafily agree with. ‘ 154!
§.7. The next thatI fhall inftance in, that was agreed with
thefe Principles of ours, is the late Reverend and Learned Bi- '
thop Tfher, of whofe Concord with us; I bave two proo 5.
The one was his own profeffion to my felf. - Theothers his
own writings,efpecially his Propofitions given in to King (harlss
. now printed, called [ Z'e Reduction of Epifcopacyto the form. of
; Sywedical Gvernment, receivedin she anciens Church ] WhIC
| i ' confiftetl
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confifteth of four Propofitions ( having ficft proved  that ali
Presbyters have the power of Difcipline and Church-govern-
ment : ) the ficlt alloweth the fingle Re®or of the Parifh to take
notice of the fcandalons, reprove, admonith, and debar
them from the Lords Table. The fecond is, that in every Ru-
rall Deanry, all the Paftors within the Precin® , may by the
Chorepifcopus or Suffragan , be every. month Affembled in a
Synod, and according to the Major part of their voices, he con-
clude all matrers that fhall be brought into debate before them,
as Excommunication e#c. The third is, for a Diocefan Synod
once or Twicea year, where by the confent .of the Major pare
of the Re&ors, all things might be concluded by the Bifhop or
Superiritendent, call him whether you will, oria his abfence, by
one of the fuffragans, whom he deputes to be Moderator. The
fourth is for Provincial and National Synoeds in like fort.

§.8. And when I bad perufed thefe papers (in 32. 8. )1
told him that yet one thing was left out, that the Epifcopal pat-
ty would many of them {lick at more then be, and: that is, a
Negative voice in Ordination inthe Prefident, to whichand the
reft I propofed this for accommodationinbrief [ 1. Lez every
particalar or Parifh Church have a Bifbop and Presbyters to affift
bim, where po/fibly they can be had. 2. Let all thefe Affociate and
their (everal Affocidtions have 4. [tatea Prefident. 3. Let all men
be at libersy for the name, whether theywill call him a Bifop, Pre-
fident, Moderator, Snperintendent, o vhe like, | 4. eAnd for the
Negative voice in Ordinationy letall Minifters of the Alffsciati-
on agree thas de fako they willnot Ordain withons bim, ot in Ca-

Ples onwhich be foall ground this praétice, and ot be benndto con-
[ent; thas de jure s Negarive vete is due to the Prefidens. | Thefe

treated him o tell me plainly. his judgement, whether they are
fatisfatory and fufficicnt for the Epifcopal party to yield to tor
Peace and Communion 2 and his anfwer was this [ Zhey are fuf*
ficient, and moderare men will acceprthem, but others will not, as
1 have tryed : for many.of them are offended with me ﬂ”ﬁ"."l,"“".d’”ﬁ
fueh teyms. ) ‘Aad thus this Reverend Bifhapand L were aggee

for Peace in-a quarter of an hour ;. ( the truth of which, I fo-

lemnly profefs : ) and fo would all the Minifters and Chtiﬂia.ns
Yy ity

Jes of Neceffityy but let every man be left freeto his ewn Princi= -

terms did I propofe to the Bifhop for Accommodation, and in- .
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in Englend, if they werenot either wifer or foolifher, honefler
or difhoneller then he and 1.° And this I leave on Record t(;
Pofterity, asa teltimony againft the dividers and contenders 0
thisape, [ Zhat it wat not long of men of the temper and ]?rmct;
ples of this Reverend Archbifhop and my [elf, that the Epifwjf; :
party-and their diffenting Brethren in’ England, were ot fpee ,‘);,
and heartily agreed s for we altnally did ir. J To no honour o
mine, but to (he honour of this peaceable man, and the_ fhgme
of the unpeaceable hinderers or refafers of our Reconeiliation,
let this teftimony live, that Pofterity may know whom to blame
for our Calamities ; they all extoll Peace when they rejed it
and deftroy it. ; > ek 31l :
5.0 For a third witnefs:of ‘the Reconcileablenefs of the o=
derate Epifcopal party onthefe terms, I may well produce Dr. ‘
Holdfworth ;, who fubfcribed thefe fame Propofitions of Bx{hOPA
Ufber to the King: and therefore was a Confenter to the fame:
way of Accommodation.’ - s

5. 10. A fourch witnefsis Dr. Forbs of Scotland, whohaving
written purpofely a Book called his Iremicon, for Accommoda-
tionon fuch terms, 1 need to fay no more of bim, but refer_you
to the Book. I fhall name no more of the Epifcopal party. Theie
four are enow to my purpofe. , :

©§.11. That the Presbyrerians (of England fpecially ) are
willing to clofe upon thefe termsof a fixed Moderator, I prove,
1. By the'profelt Confent of that Reverend Learned fervant 0
Chrift Mr. Thomas Gataker,a Member of the late Aﬁ’;mbly ac.
Weftminfter, who hath profeffed his judgement of this matter
ina Book agiinft Zif/y. " I refer you to his own words, for bre-
vity fake. : ‘ b hall

§. 12. My next witnefs,and for brevity, many‘in one¢, heit

be Mr. Geree, andthe Province of Loxdon, citing him 19 thf‘{c
{54 Divinwm Minifiirii, pag: Append. 12:2.the words are & .}”
| That the Ancient Fathers in the point of Epifcepacy, & i
more from the bigh Prelatift -then from the Presbyrerian: forb:c
Preshyterians alwayes bave a Prefident to gwide thesr attions, w i
they acknowledge may beperpetnal durancevira modo fe bene 8@
ferit ; or temporary to aveid -inconwn?ence, \.’Dbtcb Bilfon 14 3
bold of ws advantagions, becanfe [o dittle difsrepant, (as

[aith ) from what he maintaineth. | Seethereft there. 33
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§.13. 3. Beza (theLeader againft Prelicy ) faith, a grad. 5ez2.
Minift. Evang. Inftituti Divini eff, ut in omni cetn Presbyrero-
vaim Bnns it Gui ordine precat ¢ prafit religuss. It is of Divine
Inftisution that in every Affembly of Presbyters, there be one thar
go before and be above the reft.] Anddividing Bifhopsinto Divine,
Humane, and Diabolical , he makes the Humane tolerablc Pre-
lacy to be the fixed Prefidenr. | : ;

§:14. 4. (Calvin (whoisaccufed for eje@ing Epifcopacy ) c.iy.
befides whar he writes of it to Card. Sadolet, faich in his Infti- Sce alfo Dar.
tat. lib. 4.cap. 4. §. 1. U Ea cantione totam [nam Occonomiam g".fmm in his
compofuerunt ( Ecclefie veteris Epifcopi ) ad unicam illam Dei Il’fff;’lf;" re
Verbi normam, ut facile videas nibil fere hac parte bﬂ;‘!ﬂ'ﬂ‘e.d L 4. Difp.2.
verbo Des alienum. ] §. 2. L 2uibas ergo docendi munnssn- §.13. 24.
j#sclam crat, eos omnes mominabant Presbyteros. 1l ex fuo nu-
merosn fingulis civitaibus unum eligebant, cwi [pecialiter da-
bant titulum Epifcopi : neex equalitate, ns fieri [oler, diffidia naf-
cerentur. Neqguc tamen fic hosore ¢ dignitate [wperior erat Epsf-
cophs, #t Dominium in Collegas haberet : fed guas partes. habes

Con[nlin Senata, at referas de negotiss, [ententias roget,confulends,
monendo, hortando, aliis precat, anthoritate [na toram aclionens
regaty e qmd decretum Cqmmyxi‘ Confilio fuerir, exXequALHr T
id munus (uflinchar Epifcopus in Presbyrerorumceetn ] & §. 4.
ﬁnq [ Gubernasionem fic canﬁituti nannqlli Hzerafcbtfz?n vocarunt,
nomine (ut miki vidernr ) improprio, certe [Cripiaris inpfitate ;
wan:e ensmwoluit [piritns [antlss, Aequis prinnpan?-m ant do-
MIRAONDS [omniarer, quum de Ecclefie gubtrnarione agitar.
Veram fi rems, omiffo vocabule,imseamur ( N.B.) repericmss
.veteres Epifcopos non aliam regende Ecclefie formam fW”{’ﬂ?
fingere ab ea 9nam Deps werbo [vo praferipfit | This he writes
after the mention of Archbifhops and Patriarcks, as well as of
-Bifhops governing in Synods, T AL ST R e T
§. 15. Where by the way fet me give you this’ obfervation,
that Bithops Governing but in Synods can have no other power
of Goverment then the Synods themfelves have: But Synods |
themfelves as fuchare not dire@ly for Government , but for
Concord and Communien of Churches, and fo confequently for
well-governing the feveral flocks : Nor hatha Synod any Go-
verning Power over a particalar Paftor, s being rh:;sf fuperiour
appointed to that end : but only a Power of Confent or Agree-
B ment 3
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ment : towhich forusity, and communion fake; he is confe’
quentially obliged ; not by Virtue of Gods Command, that re-
quireth usto obey the Higher Power ( for three Paftors ar¢ §
not made fo the Rulers of one) but by virtue of Gods com- %
mands that require usto do all things in Unity, and to ma '
tain the Peaceand Concotd of the Churches, and to avoid Di- f;
vifions and difcord. ¥ 0

- $.16. Ifany think thac this doth too much favout the Lon- 0
gregational way, I muft tell him that it is fo true and clear, h
that the Epifcopal men that are moderate acknewledge. it. For -
2

d

B

inftance : the Reverend Bithop U/ber did, without asking, ‘;f
- himfelf profefs to me that it washis judgement [ thas certdnd
¢ = 48 oun_(:iLr or' Synods are not for Government bt for Unit), and that R 1
- " @ Bifksp ont f Conncil hath the fame Governing Power 45 all the ]
Canncil sthough their vote may bind bim for Unityto confent. sy !
- §.17. This being fo,it muft needs follow that an Archbi lo % |
or the Prefidentof a Nationa), Provincial, Diocefan, or Clai- ad
ficell Affembly, or of any Af{ociation of the Paftors of maoy , o
Churches, bath no fuperiour Governing power over the P“‘.’; v’
chial .or Congregational Bifhop of one Church " bu; only -; |
concurrence with the Synod, a Power of Determining. by Wn%’-_ |
of Agreemest, fuch pointsas he fhall be obliged for U nity ar
Communion to confent to and perform, if they be mot contra y
~ tothe word of God. Thisevidently follows from this Reveren
- Archbifhops do&rine,and the truth. . T
§.18. Andif any fhall think thatthe Presbytersans w:llfnoe
yield that a particular Church do ordinarily confift but ¥ 2 ;
full Congregarion, 1 confute them by producing their OWA, fl =, P
ceffions : 10 the Londen Minilters 7us Divinum M;mﬁ{rtﬂ:- P) :
pend. pag.123. they plainly fay, thae [ Zhe laser of ‘B‘{ OP:H' v
gn  were Diocefan, the former ( thatis the Bifhops of the firitor g 3
" cienttimes ) were Bifbops onlyof one Congregarion.) And pag. o
they fay [ Thefe eAngels were Congregasienal, nor D;oeefM{ 't
the beginning of Chriftianity, the number of Believers, everini™
greateft Cities were [o few,as that they might well meet, C”Z s
in one and the [ame place. Andthe(e were called, the Cha e
the City, and therefore toordain Elders 161 exxrnaiad ‘k')” g
Tonv, are all one in Scripture ] Thus far they yield to.the (

gt;tgmoml men. §,10.
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§.19. 5. One other witnefs of the Presbyterians readinefs to
accommodate on thefe terms, | ¢hall give, and no more, and that
is Mr. Richard Vines, a manthat was moft eminent for :his ma-
nagement of the Presbyterien canfeinthe Affembly, and at Dx-
bridge Treaty, and inthe Ifle of Wight 5 the Papzrs there pre.
fented to the King are to be fcenin Print. When we did fet up
our Affociation in this County,I purpofing to do nothing with-
outadvife, and defigning a hearty clofure of all fober Godly
men , Epifcopal, Presbyterian, Congregational and Eraftian :
did confule firft 2bout it by Letters with Mr. Vines, and in bis
an{werto mine, heapproved of thedefign, and thought our

diftance veryfmall, and yielded toa fixed Prefidency , though

not to a Negative voice : ( which I would have none forced to.)
Becaufe they are too long toputinto this fection,l will adjoyn
that partofhis Letter chat concerns this fubject, prefixing one
that went nexc before iv, againft the felling of the Church

- lards thar the Bifhops may fee how little fuch men as he con- .

fented to itor likedic; and may take heed of charging them

with Sacriledge. _
'§. 20. Laltly the Eraffiansare known to be for Epifcopacy it

felf, fo beir,it comeinby the power of the Magiftrate. And

that nothing propofed croffeth the Principles of the Congregatio-
#all men, 1 have (hewed before: But whether really we fhall
have cheir confent to a Peace upon thefe propofed terms, I know
not ; becaufetheir writingsthat! neddle wil

the point,fave only one Congrcgational man, Mr. Giles Firmsn,

hath newly written for this very thing, in bis Treatife of Schifm -

againft Dr. Owen, page 66,67,68. I defire you to read the
words to fave me the labour of tranferi
giveth us to underftand, that fomeof ¢ : 5
tional Party will joyn with us in a Reconciliation on thefe term¢?
W hether many or all will do fo, I know not. Let cheir pradtife
fhew whether they‘-wﬂlbethéf';r& or the laftin the Healing of
our Divifions. But if they refufe we will not for that refufe tO

Lovethemas Bretbren, and fudy ro perform our duty towards

more when wecome

them : i we h
em : es knowing that we fuffer moc hey come {hore

fhort of our duty and loveto others,then whent
of their duty and loveto us. .~

Yv3 Mr., Rib‘loﬂd

have (een, do not meddle with -

bing them. 1o which he -
he Moderate Congrega~
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Mr. Richard Vineshis Lettgrs before mentioned asa Teltimony
that the Presbyterian Minifters are not sgainft a fixed Prefi-

dent, or that Epifcopicy which Bifhop Hall, ¢c. would
have been fatisfied with. : .

Reverend Friend, :

I Received your two laft, and as for & Schoolmafter 1 [hall ,d",
the bet I can to propound one to you, &c. As for yonr Queftion
abost Sacriledge, 1 am Very near you in prefent opinion. T he posnt
was never ffated wor debated in the ] fle of Wight. 1Idid for m}
part decline the difpate : for I conld nor meaintain the canfe as %
the Parliaments fide:and becanfe both 1 and others were anmwilling 5
was never brought to any open debate : The C. ommi fioncrs did ar-
Lue it with the King : bus they went #pon grosndsof Law and Po-
licy; andit wasonly about B Joops Lands : forthey then aver? ed
the continuance of D.and Chapirters Lands to the ﬂfey of the Churc h.
Some deny that there is any fin of Sacriledge under the Gofpel’
andif therebe any they agrée mor in the definition : Seme hold a»
alienation of Church goods in cafe of Neceffiry 3 and then make
the Nece[fit ') what and as extenfive as they pleafe. The méﬂ are 0f
opinion that whiles the Church lies fo snprevided for, the denaté-
ons are not alicnable fine Sicrilegio. If there were 4 'f#’Plﬁf"ge
above the competent maintenance, it were another master- Iisclecr
enough that the Donors wills are fruftrated, andthat ti:f_ﬁ General
intention andtbe General ufe, viz. the maintenance of Gods wors
1Bip and Miniflers, fornld fand, though the particular ”/‘_””ght
be [aperfiitions. I cited snmy laft Sermon before the Parliament
(wnprinted) aplace tonching Sacriledge oms of Mr. Hilder fham

on Plal. S1. 7t did ot pleafe. Yom may findthe wordsinbis book.
by the Index. If hisdefeription of it be true , then you will ftill
be of yonr ownmind. I dare encourage no parchafers ; ba do

defire to have fome mere of yonr thoughts about it, and 1 fl{ﬂl/ LN

Jou mine : as Idomy thanks for your excellent and worthily eftecr B
ed Treatife which you vomchfafed so prefix my mame beferes
Sir, I have no mare time or paper buz to_[ubfcribe my [elf \

: Your traly loving Frien

«ondon, Jaly 20, R. Vines,
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Sir
: T Hough I foould bave defired to have underflood your thoughts
abont the point of Sacriledge,that [o Imight have formed up
my thoughts into [oms better order andcleerer 1f[ne then I did in my
lafts yet to fbew unto yon how much I value this correfpondence
With yen, 1am willing to make fome return 1o yosr laff. And
firfke onching the Schoolmaffer intended, &c. ——- T he eAccomr-

dation you [peak of is a great and a good work for the grining into .

the work, fuch mfeful partsandinterefts as might very mnch beal
the “,"/“"“',4"1' anite the frength of mento oppoﬁ: deftruttiveway’,
andinmy opinion more feafible With thofs men then arny ether,if
tbq 6',”""{"““ and godly: fur Wediffer with them rather about
fomse pinacles of the Temple then the foundarion er abbamtreffes
thereof. I would not have muchtime [p utin aformula of doltrine

or worfbip : for We are not muchdiffant in them and bappily ne

miors theswith one another : But | Wonld havethe agreement at~
femptedin that very thing Which chicfly made the divifion, and
that is Government; healt 3;*6{:3?&‘ and beal all's there begin and
therein labour all you can. What influence this may have npon
others 1knoW not in this exulceration of mens wainds 3 bat the work,
[peaks it [elf g-ad, andyour reafons [or the avtempting of it ave we
ry confiderable. For the
14fF nothing but what is [ent #7
thereof (asihe ,',,—ﬁr faith ). and for that reafon never took,

- themto intermedle
be done as privase perfons, and not as in the cap
Men, excapt it come to thems vecommended by 1he
Lreat bufinesis to find a temperament in ordination snd goverr-
ment in both whichthe exclufion or admitance of Presbyters ( di-
cis caufa ) for a [badow , Was wot vegular: and uo. dowbt tht
Presbyters okgbt and may both teach and goviyn,as '”’”."‘34,' "m"?-
: 7 brrch

tothem by Tarliament or ont bon/e
spon

give account of [ouls. For that you [ay f every particular S #Hrl
: b Affembly, .

having many Presbyrers, i kath been cor fidered in. onr
and the Scriptare [peaks fair for it bt then the Church ayd sz
Was of onecxtent: mo Parifyes or bownds affigned.ost to partiin-

lar men - ( as noW) but the Minifters preacht in circuitl o7 in com-

msan and [loodin relstion to she Clurches 4s 10 0% Church, thingh
mepting

Affembly, you know,they can meddle with

therein. What they do in fuch a thing, mnff
acity of ﬂf‘*é@f,'
Parliamert. The -
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mseting baply in divers boufes or places ( as 4 flill the manier of
fome Citics in the Low Countrier.)) If you Will follow this models
Jouwmnft lay the City all into ane Chuch particular, and the Vil-
lages balf adozen of them inta a (Church : whick is & bufine(s bere
in Eogland of vaft d:fign and confequence. Andas for that yo#
[ay of a Bifhop over many Presbyters,not.over many Churches ;
1 believe no fuch Bifhops will pleafe our men: batthe norion 4

Jos comcesve it bath been and is the opiniqn of learned men. Gro-

Uius in bis commentary on the A&sin divers pluces and particular-
& Cap, 17. faith, that as in ¢very particular Synagogue(man)
of whichwas in fome one City) there was <pyimvdywyCr; [weh
was the Primitive Bifbop: and doubtlzfs the firft Bifhops were
over the community of Presbyters as Presbyters in joint velasion
vo one ((harch or Region 3 which Region being upon the increafe
of belisvers, dividedinto more Churches, and in after times thofe
(Vnrches affigned to particnlar men: yet he the Bifbop continmed

Bifbap over them fill. For thar Jou [ay, be bad a Negative voicty

thats more then ever Ifaw proved, or ever [ball, 1 believe for the
firft two bundred years ; and Jet Lhave laboured to engmire int0 i
That makes him Angelus princeps | ot Angelus przfes a: Dr.
Reignolds /aitbCalvin deies that, 5 makes bim Conful in Senatu.
or as the Speaker in the houfe of Parliiment,which as I have beard
that D. B. did fay, was but fo make bim fore-man of the Fury.
vTﬂkf beed of jeildingaNegatim voice. Ay tosching the Intro
asition of tuling Elders, fuch as are modelled ont by Parliament s

) judgement 3 fufficiently knowon : I ams of your judgement in.

the point. There fhould be fuch Elders as have power to preach
aswell asrule : 7 [ay power s but bow that Will be cffected bere 1
Ruow wot | except We conld or Wonld resurntorhe Primitive na-
ture and conflitution of particulay Churches: awd therefore it
mft be helped by the combination of more Churchis togesher in-
toone as tothe matter of Government,and let them be fisll difpinid
a0 s ord and Sacraments. That i the eafieft way of accommo-
dation that yet eccurs 45 my thoughts. Sir I fear I trouble you
200 long, but it i to fhuw how much Ivalus Jou and yonr Lesters
*0 me : for Which Ithask yom,and reft .
. Yours in the beft bonds
Septemb, 7, R. Vines.

Though
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Hough Mr. Vixes here yicld not the Negative Voice to

have been de faito inthe firft or fecond age, nor to be de
jure, yet he without any queRion yielded to the ftatingof a
Prefident, durante vita, if he prove not unworthy, ( which
was one chief point that T propounded to him. ) AndI
make no doubt but he would have yielded to a voluntary Con-
fentof Presbyters de facto not to ordain without the Prefident,
but in cafe of Neceffity: But that I did not propound to him.And
the difficulties that are before ns e futts in fetting up a Parochi-
all Epifcopacy which he mentionetli; 1have clesred up alresdy
in thefe papers, fhewing partly that the thingis already exiftent,
and partly how more fully ro accomplifhiit. All would be eafie,
if Holy, Self-denying, Charitable hearts were ready to enter-
tain and put in execution the honeft, healing Principles tha! are
before us,and obvious to an ordinary underftanding : Or (if fxill
the Paftors will be contentions ) if Holy, Peaceable Magiftrates
would ferioufly take the work in hand,and drive on the floathful
and quarrelfome Minifters to the performance of their duty.

~ The Epifcopacy of the Proteftant Churchesin Poland. -

a Drian. Regeavolfcius Hiftor. Ecclefiaft. Sclavonicar. Pro-
vinc. lib. 3. page 424. = :
N. B. Quoniam & prima Ecclefiarum in minorss Polowia Pro-
vincia, Reformatione, uln & confesndine receptum eft, wt & [emi
oribus bifce omninm Diftrilluum  quorsms nomina 36.recenfuimus,
unus Primarins, fivein ordine Primus, g#s vnlge S npn:mt.em'kﬂs
Ecclefiarnm minsris Polonia vocatur, Sysodifque Provincialibss
prafides ; totins Synodi Provincialis anthoritare, confenfn ac [ "f:
fragiis eligatar, ac, non quidem per impofitsoncm MANRNAM, (prop-
ter evitandam Primatis alicujus [ufpicionem, #ut Rrisac =
tis alicnjus incateros feniores [peciem, ) bemedittione tAnIAM, b, 7;!
terna apprecatione, Officiorsm que hocce Ca.m.‘t.ﬂfﬂﬂt mHupns preies
Hiome, pisfq, totimws Synedi precibus , Regimins dunsaxat ¢ Or:

dinis bowi in Ecelefia Dii canfa,inangnralur ad declaraswr; 2(9;
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wina Primariorim horwum Seniorum, five Minov: Polon. Ecclefi-
A7 3 [Hperintendisim. J——

‘The Churches of the ‘Bokemian Confels. called Unitatis Fra:
2um,have among the Paitors of the Churches, their Confeniors,
and Seniors, and. onc Prefident overall. 4. Regen.Volf. p-315-
[ Sensores five fuperastendentes Ecelefiarnns Bohemicarsm & Mo-
ravicarum, &c. —— plernmq; ¢ Cesnfenioribus_ elsguntnry A
per impofitionem Manusm publicamq; inaugurationem, in Wn:
nus Sensoratns ordinantnr ac confecrantur, Et longa confwr
etndine in. Ecclefiis . trism harum provinciaram recepinm ey
st ¢ fensoribns unus. Primarius (. five in ardive Prim#s )
gmem usnlgoills Prlidem vocant, non eligatur guidems , nec Pecr”

lariter Ordsnetur, fed poft dguﬂ'””', aliornm , ipfo Ordinationis

tempore prior (wccedas |

ot
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Qu. Whether a flinted Liturgs, or form
of Worfbip , be adefirable means for:
.. the Peace of thefe Chwches ..

%

Srads ‘i orpob wal Hudb |

% Nneceffary prolixi‘tyv-is.no: fo acccgzghl;"t;
the Reader that Joves both Truth and,

N

e I

i time, butthat I may take it for graated
T vhat you defire me to Jeave out fnperfiui-

DA ek,

‘5 3 o‘fthe derivation 0{?\"‘7‘#9}*3.5 and vh.f_t’l.'xp;l 2,

2 = before Iwill trouble you with their judge-
ments. But we argcommonly agreed.

M;mxm“!f, nled for, any Minifratios but moredlrict-
e b 0led fox 4200 L ion e

of publick oﬁcy ‘ 55’?& ~more fridtly from the Septu-

€3
agint, Ecclefiaftick writers bavea
- Miwiflration , or pqﬂq’ck,ﬁru’ccjor\wu()tﬁip of God. The
feveral ufes of the word: in_ Scripture , and prophane and
afick Writers, youmay find in fomany Lexiconsat pics-
fre, thar T fhall pafs by theret. Bellarmine doth too grofly

pretend that when jts applied abfolutely to

imoft confined it to Fely

’ tiesio this Difpute. 1. The Etymologifts-
‘fhall be better agreed among themfelyes.

holy things the word.

is taken alwayes in the New Teftament, for 2 Miniftration in,
- 2z3 fagri-
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facrificing. A litcle obfervation may confate that m‘ﬁﬁk"
Nor is it agrecable either to Scripture or the ufe of the Antient
Chureh, to-callonly Forms of publick worfhip that are wrizic7,
by the name of 2 Liturgy. W hetber it were Form, orno Form,
Writren oF not written, Premeditated or cxtemporate, Words OF
Attions all the Prblick holy Miniftration or fervice of God, was
of old ¢alled The Churches Liturey : And fo men may be for 4
Liturgy thatarenet for o Prayer Book. Butlateer times have
moft uled the word for thofe finted furms, that fome call Offces
containing both the Rubrick_or Directory,and the Form of words
prefcribed as the matter of the fervice. And fecing that thefe that
now we fpeak to, underftand it in thssfenfe, we. muft fP“k ”
they do, while we are fpeaking tothem. :

2. Notethatitis not any,oze partof Publick \VO{Mpthat we
fpeakiof aloxe, €icher Prayer, Praife, or other pate, but we fpeak
of the whole frame,and therefore ofa Litwrgy,or Prefcribed words
1n (jm;d' becaufe that is the controverfie that the times call us
todecide. - ‘ ( ¢ tha ]

That which T take to be the Truch. ’ andi:‘;}e‘fﬁii ‘to our
_H;almg, I thall lay down in thefe ten Propofitions follow=
ing. b
Prop. 1, 4 finted Liturgyis init felf Lawfull.

2. 4 flinted Liturgy in fome parts of publick holy [ervice ssor-
d/mtril] necpﬂkv. { i 1

3. Inthe Parts where it is not of Neceﬂt't}, it may nor only be.
fﬂzm’md 20, “but defired when the Peace of the Charch requir-
ethge, 0 AT 3d’ A :

4. Thereis fo great difference besween Mini ers,and People,
and Times,that it may be convenient :::l'eligiél:r’{}ﬁm , At fome
times s and wefir' and not eligible -#5 ovhers, and as other times-
S The CMinifters and Churches that “earncftly defire ;'t,_ﬂ”“
not by the Magiftrate be generallyor bfolutely forbiddenthe #fe of
a convensent prefcribed Litur y. - § 5

6. To prefcribe a frame af'g Pinted [ervice, or Prayer, &c. ‘.”4
lay a Neceffity, or the Peace of the Chaurch upon it,aﬂd_” panifp 4
Jience, [ufpend, excommmmicate, ov reprodch the able, f‘“ﬁ?gg
Lodly Mnifters, or pesple thar (juftlyor wninfily) feraple $0¢
#fingof it | 45 [o great a fin, that Wi cofesonable 21)11(};/:,14?;

L R i e L
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foonld attemptiv, or defireit, nor any, godly Magifirate [uffer it.
7. The fafcfp way of compo/'ng [nch - a Publke Form
15 to take it all, for matter and words, ont of the Holy Scrzp-
tHres. <
g 8. 2¢t ismot this of fuch Neceffiry, but that we may join in
#., or #fe it, if the form of words benot Jrom Scripture.

9. Tbe mattcr of 4 common Litwrgy, nwhich we expelt any
Gereral Concord, [heuld not be any ﬂnnea_[far) rlamg:, mnch lefs
things dowbtfull, or forbidden.

10. Forms of Pablick, Frayer foonld not be canﬂam{y ufed by
M nillers that_are able 1o pray without them and none elfe foonld

v beg ,ua'mttt’d mimar;lj 10 the Mm;jfrj baut [uch & are able
: t‘smytmtlz 10 pray, m;bom [ueh | Form;, tmlcﬁ in great Newﬂ’
ties of the Church. 4 ;

Thefe gen Propofitions are the fumm of &l that’ fhall
trouble you with, wtmil 1 fhill now review and prove in
or &’I} Tn e e T 5 sy s

WY, 3 af v et santend
: alledl si-doidieoiSheas ba-obrm

PIOp I‘ by e f“k tiﬂg 3?}'”’ t!}lé“i)ﬁ‘fﬂl “{:ﬂ‘“ e
. - Thxs 15 thus pz‘&’;d P f }1 f
; 1 umenlt That whichis et direftly or con tqaentiplly o -
ﬁ‘%ﬁis 5] God, remmmtis [awfuli A /fmt:d Ltt;trgy 95 ?sonﬁ
’;’Ir cg;zg 7amtml‘{y forbtddegé) G'od therefor? it rnmk'%m/a

he Ma;or is undoubted, Becaufe not hlrgbut a PfOblba{!On

can make a ‘thing dnlawfull Sin is a trasgreffion of 4 Law:
" Where thercis no Law tM u 10 tmn[greﬂim Aﬂﬂ vet 1 have
llycardveté %{chren’d t’HCn an fwer this, that it i1 eﬂé%gb that it
uuot‘?ammm; ed, “yho hn it f?hdgg,, wihieh'is plaialy to de-
= ! ch‘fpmr‘éﬁh?l ml Pffnap& Preceptm'tkcs Duty or
“S flity ex acepto : : Prohibjtions male an a&ion finfull,
WblCh 1§, prbhxgted fs ‘Prece f' veah Omlﬂion finfull bf
Dut .CO ﬂﬂded’ ‘Biar Lf‘pti‘tmwﬁﬁ’xch is"betiween Duty
-ancg’ fin, is " x W’lﬁch ‘s'ﬁ%fﬁéﬁfmnae or forbidden.
ch' '5{" #’ f?l‘P‘ ns ‘hgfth*er, gobé nor

‘l-iere note thefe'twrb’thmgs oy THEE :hoﬁgh e fay that'a

mergy is in i¢ (eIf lawfull, and‘th‘at ;u :ﬁmgs dot forbidder are’

20T

wesd : o ' Lawfall, ‘
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Lawfull; yetinthe aduall cxercile hic & nunc, it will be hard
to find one a&uall ufeof i, which is nota duty.orafin. For
though T am not of their mind that think every at both {imply
and refpetively confidered isa duty,ora fin (For 1 .then every
2@ moit be Afus Moralis, and fo deliberate and chofen, which
is not true; as for inflance, the winking of the eye, &
2. Then nothing were indifferent. 3. Then every a& muft bavea
Reafon foric. 4. And the Confciences of Chriftians muft be
perpetually tormented:- as e.g. to givea reafon when 1 walk,
whyI fet the right foot forward before the left; or when two
eggs of a bignels are before me, why Itake ofie rather then the

other : thefeare not moral a&s.) Yet I mult needs thinkthat *

in the worfhip of God, its hard to imagine fucha cale, in whic
the ufing of a Liturgy will do neicher good nor harm: Or 10
which aman cannot difcern, whether it be like to do more good
or harm : and fo make it the matter of elé@ion or'refufdl. An
therefore as Panl makes Marrviage indifferent in it felf when its
hard to find acafe, in which it fhallnot be a duty or 3 fin to
particular perfons,fo fay I of the point in quefion:and yet poii-
bly fometime fuch cafes there may be. A man fometimes i0 Pru-
dence may find that conflantly to ufea form would be tQ him
-afin, by reafon of theill con%:q‘_ﬁe'ntf, ‘and fo it wonld be con®
ftantly co difufeic: And thercfore may find himfelf bound ( bY
accident ) fometimes to ufe,and fometimes to difufe it : And Y€€
may fee noreafonatall, asto the particular day and hour, Wby
he fhould ufeor difufeic thisday rather then another,of inthe
the Morning ratherthen the Evening. . ;
2. Notealfo that God being, the fupream Lawgiver of the
Church, having by A20fes given a Law to Jfrael, didin genetal
command, Dext, 12.33. fhhtih’éy‘fﬁdh*a add nothing therett, 707
takeonght therefrom: And coplequently, we may conclude 1€
probibized under che Gofpel; Nay indeed the very prohibition 0
felf-idolizing makesita fin for any manto arrogatet 1at 1;5 4
lation which is the Prerogative of Gaod. For that were to dei
-bimfelf. Andfo this General, prohibition “doth make all uo-
warrantable Additions to be %‘n‘ﬁiﬂ . thac is, all ‘Additions

_which God hath not autherized mzn- to make. ,But then, foch.

. additsons are not finfaull formally, becaule nor commande ,but

becaule fo-bidden by the Genera) prohibition of [ ot 44‘"""’%0;

e |




- (361)

Now for the Minor, that a ffinsed Litargy is not forbidden, we
need no other proof then thatno Prohibition can be' produced.
Ific be prohibited, it is eicher by fome fpecial Probibition,or by
the Gencral prohibition of nor adding:But it is by neither of thefe,
therefore not at all, Speciall probibition 1 never yet faw any pro-
‘duced. God hath nowhere forbiddena form of Prayer. And
the General prohibition of st adding,“extends not to ir. For
1.1tis the Worfip of God which is the matter that we are
there forbidden to add : But the Praying with a form, or with-
o4t & form, as [wch,are neither of chem any part ofthe worfhip
of God ; nor fo intended ( as we now fuppofe) by them that
ufe it : Itis bue an indiffzrent Mode | o7 (ircimfiance of Wor-
fhip, and notany pars of Worfhip. 2. If Prayer withaform
be an Addition to Gods Worfhip, then fo is praying withomt, a
feorm ( for God only Commands Prayer, but neithef commands
a form, nor that we forbear # form) Bur the Confecquent is
faife,as the \Opponents will confefls ; thereforefo is the Antece-
dent. 3, Wtadetermined mutable Modes and Circumftances are
notie of the prohibized Additions, buc lefe to humane deter:
mination, Bur fuch istheform inqueflion.” God hath bid us
Preach, but o told us whetgge we {hali ftudy a form of exprefs
words alwayes before hand, but left that to prudence : more in-
ftacces will be added under the next Argoment ; and therefore I
fhall now forbear them. 4 ;

Argum. 2. The Prudential Determination of [nch Modes and Argum, 2.

Circamfbances of worfbip as God hath left to humane Determina
nation, is Lawfull. A flinted form or Liturgy m4) be [nch 4 De-
termination ; therefore 4 frinted form or Liturgy M4y be(orssinst
Jelf ) Aawfull. . L ‘
The Majoris palt doubt,if the Hypothefls be firlt proved,
that “fome modcs gnd circumftances’ of worfhip afe left
tg bumane Pruden‘)eterminacion. And thats eafily proved
taus, oner 57 s 2
Thole Modes or Circumftances of wor(hipwhich are Nece{:
fary in Genere, but lefe undetermined of God in fpecic, ar¢ 1? C
by God to humarie Pradential Determination: ( elfe an ¥m-
'poflibility thould be neceffary. ) But many fuch there are

that are Neceflary i Genere, but left undetermined of Go_d ’

Aaa wn
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in [pecie, therefore many fuch are lefc to humane Prudential De-
termination. - _

The Minor is fufficiently proved by inﬂances..God»\hazh'made
itour Dutyto Affemble for his Publick Worfhip : But he bath
not told us in what place ; nor in what fears each perfon fhall
fit. Yetfome place is neceflary : and therefore it is left to mans
Determination: Nor hathhe tied us for weekly Le&ures 0
any oneday; nor on the Lords day, to begin at any ose certain
bour : and yet [ome day and bonr is neceffiry ; which therefore
man muft determine of. So God hath commanded us to read the

- Seriptures : But hath not told us whether they fhall be printed or

Argum, 3,

written ; whecher we thall read wis) Spéttacles or withont ; what

Chapter we {hall read onfuch or fucha day, nor how muchat -

atime; M‘iniﬁcrsrmuﬁ preach in feafomand out of feafon : But
whether cthey muft fand or fit, Of wha text they thall preach o8,
or how long; and whether ina prepared form of words or not,
whether they fhall s/ nores, or net,.or ufe the Bible, or recie
texts by memory, ¢5. none of thefe things are determined by
God-, and therefore areleft to humane prodential determinas
tion. Abundance of fuch undetermined circamftances may
be enumerated about Singing, aaying, - Sacraments and.all
duties. : )

Now that the form of Liturgy is of this ndture is manifeft; God
hath bid us Pray ; but whether in fore-conceived words, or not,
or whether 1n words of other mens firft conceiving or our own,
or whether oft in the fame words or various, and wherher wich
a Book or without, thefeare no partsof Prayeratall, but only
fuchundetermined Circumftances or Modesas God hath Jeft to
our prudential Determination : And the forementioned In-
ftances, about Reading, Preaching Singing, ¢5-c. are as pertinent
toour queltionas this of Prayer, they being all parts of the Li-
turgy, er publick fervice, as well as this.

Argum. 3. There ave many exprefs Examples in Scripture for
forms of Gods fervice : sherefore they are ungsueftionably Jawfnl.
The P/alms of David were of common ufe in the Synagogue¢s
and Temple- worfhip, and alfo in Private ; and indited to fuch
ends. Hezekiah commanded the Levites to fing Praife unto the
Lord, with the words of David and.of Afaph the feer, 2 ChroD-

29.30. The 93. Pfaim is entitled [ 4 Pfaim or ﬂ”%,{zzifi




