
in fpecie% therefore many fuch are lefc to humane Prudential De
termination. 

The Minor is fufficiently proved by inftances. God hath made 
it our Duty to Aflemble for his Publick Worfhip : But he hath 
not told us in what place ; nor in what feats each perfon fhall 
fit. Yet fome place is neceflfary : and therefore it is lefc to mans 
Determination -. Nor hath he tied us for weekly Lectures to 
any one day; nor on the Lords day, to begin at any one certain 
hour : and yet fome day and hour is neceffiry; which therefore 
man rauft determine of. So God hath commanded us to read the 

. Scriptures: But hath not told us whether they (ball be printed or 
written • whecher we (hall read with Spetlacles or without; what 
Chapter we (hall read on fuch or fuch a day nor how much at 
a t ime; Minifters rauft preach in feafosand out of feafon ; Bat 
whether they rauft ftand or fit, or what text they (hall preach p», 
or how long, and whether in a prepared form of words or not, 
whether they (hail ufe notes, or net, or ufethe Bible,or recite 
texts by memory, &e. none of thefe things are determined by 
God^ and therefore are left to humane prudential determina--
don. Abundance of fuch undetermined circumftances may 
be enumerated about Singing, p a y i n g , Sacraments and ail 
duties. 

• • Now that the form of Liturgy is of this na*tureis manifeft;God 
hath bid us Pray ; but whether in fore-conceived words, or not , 
or whether in words of other mens flrft conceiving or our own, 
or whether oft in the fame words or various, and wherher with 
a Book or without, thefe^re no parts of Prayer at all, but only 
fuch undetermined Circumftances or Modes as God hath lefc to 
our prudential Determination And the forementioned In-
ftances, about Reading, Preaching S ing ing ,^ , are as pertinent 
to our queftion as this of Prayer, they being all parts of the Li
turgy, @r publick ferviee, as well as th i s .^p 

Argum. 3. Argum. j . There ape many exprefs Examples in Scripture fer 
forms of Gods fervice: therefore they are unqueftionafrlj lawful-
TheTfalmsot David were of common ufe in the Synagogues 
and Temple-worfliip, and alfo in Private ; and indited to fuc» 
ends. Hezekiah commanded the Levites to fing Praifeunto the 
Lord, with the words of David and of Afaph the feer, 2 Chron. 
2Q. 30.. The 92. Pfalm is entitled [ A Pfalm or fongfortht 

Sabbath 
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Sabbath day"} Pfal. 102 is entitled, e^/ Prayer of the afflicled 
when he is overwhelmed, and poureth out his complaint before the 
Lord. ] The reft were of ordinary publike ufe. Pfalms are 
Prayers and Praifes to God for the raoft part: and both as Pray
ers, and Praifes, and as Tfalms, they are part of the Liturgy. 
I ^h ron . i 6.7. [_0» that day David delivered firft this Pfalm, 
to thank^the Lord, into the hands of A'aph and his brethren. ] 
The fong of Mofes is delivered in form, Exod. 15. And the 
Saints in the Revelations 15.3. are faid to fwg the fong of Mofes, 
Numb.10.3 5,36. there is an oft-repeated form of Mofes pray
er. There is a form for the people, Deut. 21.7,8. fudg. 5. there 
is Deborahs Song'in form. There is a form of Prayer, feel 2.17. 
Abundance more may be mentioned but for tedioufnefs. I (hail 
now only add, I . That the Lords Prayer is a form directed to 
God as in the third perfon, and not to man only as a Directory 
for prayer in the fecond perfon : it is not [ Pray to God jour Fa
ther in Heaven that his Name may be hallowed, his Kingdom 
come, &c. ~] But [ Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed 
be thy Name, &c. 1 And it feems by the r>ifcipies words chat 
thus John taught his Difciples to pray, Lu^n. 1. So that we 
have in the Scripture the mention of many fet forms of fervice 
to God, which therefore we may well ufe. 

Argum.4. It is lawful to pray to Gtdin the fet fterds that ^ A r g u m . 
find in Scripture : but (0 top"ay (in the fet words of Script tire) 
is a form j therefore a form is Lawful. 

I do not here plead example, as in the laft Argument, but the 
Lawfulnefs of praying in Scripture words. They that deny this, 
muft be fo fingular and unreafonabie, as that there is no need 
pf my confutation for the manifefting of their error. And that 
it «s to us a fet form i f we take it out of Scripture, as well as i f 
we compofeir, or take it cw>of another Book, is paft all que. 
ft ion.. A multitude of the praters of holy men are left on record 
in the Scripture, befide thofe that were the prefcribed forms of 
thofe times : He that will but turn to his Concordance to the 
word [OLerdJ and then to all the cited Texts,Jliall find ma
ny fcore, i f not hundred Texts that recite the prayers of the 
Saints which when we ufc, we ufea form, which we there 
find written. 

Argum. 5. forty hath left us his Approbation of fab forms-: Argum. 
A a a 2 therefore 



therefore we may ufe them, . , v 

His Approbation is proved, i . By bis owning and citing 
Davids Pfalms, & 24.44. & c 2. By hissufir.g * 
Hvrn* with his Difciples at the Pafsover.or Euchanft, wnicn 
W« have great reafon to think was a form that had been or me 
among the Jews. But however, i fChr i f thad newly _rhen-coj*! 
pofedir, yet was it a form to his Difciples. j . By his thrice re
peating the fame words in his own prayer. 4. By his teaching 

. his Disciples a form, as John taught his. 5. By his never es-
preffing the leaft did ke of the old Jewifti cuftom of uiing 
forms: nor doth Scripture anywhere repeal it , or forbid it-
6. The Apoftles command the ufe of Pfalmswt HJMMW, wmui 
cannot be ordinary in the Church without forms. Al l this pro-
vetb Chrifts approbation. » 

Argum. 6. Argum. 6. If it be lawful for the people to ufe a ftinted form oj 
words in publike payer, then is it in it felf lawful for the Paftors. 
but it is lawful for the people : for the Paftors prayer ( ™bics: 
they mull nray over with him, and not only hear i t ) is a ltintea 
form to them, even as much as i f he had learnt it out of a Book. 
They are to follow him in his method and words, as i f it were a 
Book prayer. • ; -

that Liturgy. 2. Becaufe the reafon isthe fame for prayer, as 
for that in the main. Now that ftudyed formed Sermons are 
lawful, is fo commonly granted, that it (hall fare me the labour 
of proving it ( which were eaft*.) , , . 

Aroum R Argum. &\ That which hath been the practice of the Church tn 
A r g U m ' * ' Scripture times, anddown to this day, "and is yet the praBu- of 

almofl all the Churches of Chrifi on earth, is not Itketo be unlaw^ 
full but fuch is the ufe of'fome flinud forms of publtcKlervue. 
therefore, &c. That i t was fo in the Jews Church, and » P F ° V * 
by Chrift, I have (hewed. That it hath been of antient uie in 
the Church fmcc Chrift,and is at this day in ufe in 4 f » c ^ / j 
Europe, even among the Reformed Churches in France ,BoUa > 
Geneva, &c. is fo well known, that I th inkI need not W < 
prove i t : yea thofc few that jpem to difufe i t , do yet me i t , 
Pfilms, and other parts of worOiip, of which more anon. 

Prop. 
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Prop. 2. A Stinted Liturgy in form parts of publick holy [er- Prop. z\ 
x J L vice u ordinarily necfjfary. 

This Propofuion is to be proved by inftances,and the prooi" of 
the parts. The parts where a fee form is ufuaily neceffary I 
(hall enumerate: defiringyou by the way tounderltand, i . That 
I fpeak not of an Abfolmt Necefpty ad fi*em, as if no other 
could be accepted: but* Necefnyof Duty : it. ought to be done, 
asthebeftway. 2. That I fay but ^ordinarily} as excepting 
fomeunufual cafes. ' , t c n ^ , m 

1. The Communication or revocation of the will of God to 
the Church by Reading of the Holy Scriptures, is part of tne 
publickferviceof God. As Mofes and the Prophets were reau 
every Sabbath day, fo by parity of reafon fliould the Gofpel' 5 

and ^ / r e q u i r e d the publick reading of his E#£U*, /fcr. 13. 
27. & 15.21. 2Cor.3^S.Luk,l6.29 O U ^ \ ^ h f ^ ^ 
i c^ .1 .3 . But this Reading of the Scriptures is the uling of a 
fctfortninpubhk€lervicc. For they are the fame words that 

" a ^ d t m ' b e S ^ ^ 
pre without a prepared form, H not ufoa ,n he Chun* j w a 
i f it were fo to one, it is not to the reft that 
fhip. Had we not ftinted forms of we < h o u l d te'e 

favoured work in the Church. Jin* form of words-. 
3. Baptifmeisufuallytobeadnumftredina form o 

for Chr i f th i th prefcribed us a form, Ma ti. * 8 . : 9 - L « T 
,bem in ,he Name of the Father, «»H >h< * ™ 

HdfGk.fi-) I think few fober men will think <»«« 
to difufe this form. . « jj^imdration 

4. The ufe of a form in the Olecranon « * J ~ ^ £ f i 
of the Lords-Supper (though not through the ^ J ^ V 
i , ordinarily moft fit: for Chr.ft hath left us a form of 
Takeye, Eaty!, Sec. ] whichare m o f t « a a , a n d fate and none 
can mend. And Paul reciteth his form, i Cor Ait And fmall 
alterations in the very words of Baptifme, or Deliver.rg the 

A a a 3. 
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Lords Supper, may eafiiy corrupt the Ordinance in time. 
5. The very Sacramental Elements and Aflions are ftintcd 

forms of Adminiftration, which none may alter. As the wa(h-
mg with water, the breaking of bread, and powring out of wine, 
and giving them, and taking them, and eating and drinking, &c. 
Thefe are real forms, not to be changed, at leaft without NeceiTi-
ty , i f at all. 

6. The Blcfsing of the people in the Name of the Lord, was 
donebyaprefcribedform of old, Ntim^.zz. and is ufually to 
be done in a form ftill. For in all thefe forementioned parts of 
worfhip, (hould we ftill ufe new exprefsions, when fo few and 
pertinent mufl be ufed, wefhould be put to difufe the fitteft,and 
ufe fuch as are lefs f i t . 

7. In our ordinary Preaching aform ( not impofed, unlefs in 
caics ot great Necefsity and unfitnefs, but ) of our own pre-
meditating, is ufually f i t teft : I think few men are fo weak as to 
prerer [ with moft preachers; unprepared Sermons, before 
jnole that have more of their care and ftudy. And then at leaft, 
tnc i ext, Method, and foraewhat o f the words muft be premedi
tated, i f not all. r 

r ^ - Ordinarily there {hould be fomewhatof a form in Publick 
^ontelsions of the Churches faith. For how elfe (hall all concur ? 
And it is a tender point to admit of great or frequent mutations 

••^otbatin Baptifme, and at other feafons when the Chriftian 
taith is to be openly profefled by one, or more, or all, a form 
thatisexad: islfoally meet to be retained: though in many 
perlonal Cafes, explicatory enlargements may do well. 

9- I f there be not a frequent ufe of many of the fame words, 
and fo fomewhatof aform, in Marriage, Confirmation, Abso
lution, Excommunication, the danger will be more, then the be
nefit by mutation will be. 

JO. And with fome Minifters ( of whom anon ) even in 
Prayer* efpecially about the Sacraments, where there muft be 
great exa&nefs, and the matter ordinarily, i f notalwayes the 
ftine, the ordinary u f e of a form may be the beftand fitteft 
way. 
. I n t f a c moft of thefe Cafes 1. The Nature of tile thing fuffi-

ciently proves the ordinary fitnefs of a form. 2. The conftanc 
P ia£ icc o f almoft all Churches (if not a l l ; is for i t 1 even 

they 
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they that feruple forms of Prayer,ufe conftantly forms of Praife, 
of Reading, of Sacraments, &c. 3. The reft are proved fitteft 
as aforefaid by the Apoftles generall Rules, 1 £V. 14.26,40.' 
Let all things be done to Edifying • and Let all things be dim de
cently and in order. Now in the cafes before mentioned, the Edi
fication of the Church ( to fay nothing of Order) requireth the 
ordinary ufe of forms. 

Prop. 3. T X€ thofe parts of public^ worjhip where a form is &op. 3 
X not of ordinary necejfity, but only Lawful I, yet may it 

not only be fttbmitted to, but de fired, when the Peace of the Church 
.doth accidentally require it. 

This Propofition needs no proof, but only explication. For 
he is fst from the temper of a Chriftian that fets fo light by the 
Peace of the Church, that he would not ufe a Lawful! means for 
the procurement of i t , when Paul would become all things to 
all men to favc fome,and would eat no fleftvwhile he lived rather 
then offend his weak brother. 

But here you muft take thefecautionsjeft you mifunderttand 
this Propofition. n , . , . 

1. The Peace of the whole Church> muft be m our eye before 
the peace of a part;, and of a great and more considerable part, 
rather then of a (mzlter, cateris partbus. ( , 

2. I t is fuppofed that ( befides the fimple lawfulncfs of the 
thing) there be alfo no other accidental inconreniencies on the 
other fide ( that will follow the ufe of a form) t h a . E l ^ X ; 
cient moment to weigh down the argument from the ^urcnes 
Peace. For when a thing is only good or evil, ( I mean,neca-
f^ry or finfull,) by Accident, and not in it felf, we muft confider 
which fidehath the moft weighty accidents,and accordingly mult 
choofeorrefufeit. r i k L 

J. I t is not the fue l l ing of the humour^of every unreasonable 
expedant, or every proud Magisterial ufurper that is trie react 
»f the Church, that now we fpeak of : I f a few proud men wtU 
hold no Peace with uj,unlefs we will ferve God in their unnecei-
fary forms, as i f none had wit enough but they,to know in what 
words theChurchesftiould ferve God: and all muft fpeak but . 

what 
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what they teach them, it is not the humoring of thefe Proud 
ufurpers that is the Peace thus to be bought. 

4 We muft look to the future as well as the prefent Peace of 
the Churches ; And therefore if any will hold no Peace With us 
now, unlefs we will own fome formal Engine that is like to make 
hereafter more divifion then unicy in the Churches, ( by laying 
the Unity or Peace of the Church on things that will not bear it, 
and making thir gs necelTary , that are not neceflary, nor to be 
madefo) in fuch cafes, it is not our duty to be:ray the gene-
neral or future" Peace of the Church for our private or prefent 
Peace. 

5. The defireablenefs of this Peace of the Church which we 
muftfeek, muft be much j u % d of by its tendency to the pro
mo :mg of hohnefs, the faving of mens fouls, the furthering of 
theGofpel , and profperity of the Church in fpiritual refpe&s-* 
For a Peace that undermineth and betrayeth thefe,is not defin
able. The means is to be valued by its tendency to the attain
ment of the End. 

6. There it need therefore of very great p-udence, to compare 
thmgs with things, for a man to know how to carry himfelf in 
iuch cafes. For imprudent overfights, cr laying greateft ftrefs 
on fmalleft things, and flighting greater, will make men live in 
conftant fin by abufing things indifferent. 

But ftill the Propofuion holds good with |hefe cautions,that 
forms and fuch like indifferent things are to bcufedor difufed 
much with refpe A to the Churches Peace. 

t Prop. 4. CO great isthe difference between men and men, timet 
k j and times , that forms may be a duty to fome 

men, and at feme times, and a fin to other men}andat other 
times. 

As to private men in their families, it may be one mans du • 
ty to ufe a form, or book, and another mans fin, fo is it with 
Minifters alfo in the Affemblies. Three diftin&ions ( among 
others) are obvious, in which this is manifeft. 

1. Some Minifters are better able to perform Gods pub
lick woriliip ( except in the fore-excepted cafes) without 
a fo rm: and fome are better able to do i t by a form. 

2. Some 
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2. Some Minifters have a People that are fcrupulous of ufing 

forms, and fome have people that fcruple the difufing them 
and fome have both forts mixr. 

3 • Some Churches live under Magiftrates that command a 
form, or with Churches that unanimously agree on a form ; and 
others live in times and places where there is no fuch commands 
or Agreements, And according to thefe differences it may be 
one mans duty, and anorhersfin to ufe fome forms. 

Gods work fhou'd be done in the raoft edifying manner. 
Where Miniftcrs are able to perform the publick prayers of the 
Church in the moft profitable manner without a form, there i t 
is their duty to difufe a form, unlefs fome other greater acci
dent preponderate. Still remember that for Pfalms and other 
fore-excepted parts, I take it for granted that ordinarily a form 
isneccflary. But our main quefiion now is of Praying and 
Preaching, and that efpecially with refpedt to oneftanding form 
that is not ufually varied in Prayer, and an impofed f o r m , 
or compofed by others, in Preaching. I t fhould be the ordina
ry cafe of the Church that Minifters fhould be able to do thefe 
without a conftant form of words, to the peoples greater edifi
cation. But yet it is not alway fo. And where it is not, it is 
better for Minifters to ufe a form, then to do worfe,and disho
nour the work of God, and wrong the Church by their errone
ous or over.rude defective management. I know the great obje
ction will be, that fuch men are not fit to be Minifters, and that 
its better to have none. But this is fooner faid then proved. 

I am far from defiring any man to undervalue the precious mer
cy of an able Miniftry, and from wifhing for formalities and 
reading. Paftomnftead of the learned able guides that we here 
enjoy. I hope I (hould do or rnffer as much as another to' pre
vent fo great a Calamity as an ignorant, unable, or negligent 
Miniftry. But yet I am fully fatisfied of i t , that its better for 
the Church to have Readers then none. 

i . Confider that there have been forae very Learned able D i 
vines ( DoSors of Divinity ) that by age, or other decay of 
Memory, or natural impediments difabling them from externpo-
rate performance?, cannot do any thing in the worfhip of God 
Without the help of Notes or books; or at leaft without prepa-

B b b . ration 
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ration for cxpreftions when yet upon preparation, and by con
venient kelps, they excell many exteraporate men. 

2.TheNeceflitiesof the Church may require an allowance 
Or toleration of fuch as have not ability to compofeextemporate 
Prayers,or Sermons, no nor to prepare fuch upon deliberation 
neither, but raeerly read the Sermons and Prayers compofed by 
others.I know fome will not believe that mch fhould beMiniftersj 
But they would have them only read as private men,rathcr then 
the people (hould have nothing ; For they think that a man that 
cannot preach or pray irno more capable of being a Minifter , 
then a man that cannot command an Army is capable of being a 
Commander, &c. 

But i . Let fuch brethren confider that there may be all abili
ties ejfentially requifitc to a Paftor, without the ability of praying 
or preaching without a form ( Though ftill I pray God to favc 
us from a Necejfitj of fuch. ) A -man that can Teach men the 
fubftance of the Chriftian Religion, and adminifter the Sacra
ments, and Ovcrfeeand Govern the flock, hath as much abi
lity as is riecciTary to the Being of a Paftor. But thofe may 
have all this that cannot fitly preach or Pray without a form-
They may be godly men, able in conference to inftruft the peo
ple in the fubftance of Religion, and to read the Scriptures, and 
the Holy writings of godly men, and to adminifter Sacraments, 
and prudently and diligently guide the people. And by the 
fame rule as you will conclude it better that {e.g.) rvalesf 

Ireland^&c. have private men to read good books, rather then 
none, left they turn heathens; I may alfo conclude that it i* 
better for them to have Churches and Paftors of this weaker 
fort, then to have none, and leave their children unbaptized, 
and live without the Sacraments, and Church-Communion, and 
Government. 

2. Confider I befeech you ( which moves me more then any 
thing elfe ; the ftate of the Chriftian world. In ^£thiofH 
Syria, Armenia, Rufia,Grecia, and abundance of other Churches 
o f Chrift there are very few Preachers, but raeer Readers. And 
can any man think that it is beft for all thefe Churches to he 
without Minifters, and Sacraments, rather then to have fuch ? t> 
that God would give them better I But til l then 1 {hall pray that 
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he will continue thefe among them, rather then leave therade-
ftitute. I know many godly judicious men, of able parts for 
conference, that yet are unable to compofe a Sermon (though 
i f they could , i t were a form ) that yet I am confident by 
Reading fuch Practical Books as are now extant, and by prudent 
overfight, might be tolerable Paftors for many a Congregation 
in Wales, that now have none. 
. " 2. In a time and place where no obligation by Magiftrates 
^ommands,or Churches Agreements is laid upon us for the 
ufe of forms, I am fully perfwaded we fliould make no more ufe 
of them, then Neccffity compelleth us to do: But the thing be
ing lawfull , the Command of a Magiftrate, -or the agreement 
of the Churches may go far in moving us j And indeed muft pre
vail with us, uniefs in cafes where there are weightier Accidents 
to weigh down on the other fide. For obedience and Agreement 
or Concord in Lawfull things is our duty , where we have 
not fome greater reafon to forbid it. There is much difference 
between men that are left at liberty, and men that are bound 
by lawful! Governours. Yea though they do not well in com
manding , yet may we be bound to obey, when the mat
ter is fuch as belongeth to their jurifdi&ion, and not forbidden 
by God. 

3. A man is alfo much to regard the minds of his people: not 
out of man-pleafing difpofition, but in order to their good. 
Prudence will tell us which way is likeft to attain our Ends. 
Food is to be fitted to mens tempers and ftomacks, and Phyfick, 
to their difeafes. I f a Church be fo weak that they cannot bear 
the difufe of forms, and others fo weak that they cannot bear 
the ufe of them , the Paflormuft fi t his practice to their Edifi
cation , till he can bring them to a wifer judgement, that fo they 
may receive that which indeed is moft fit to edifie them. Pru
dence muft guide us in the circumftantials of worfhip, which 
are left to our Determination ; that we may vary them as 
the condition of our Hock requireth, to their good j ( of which 
more anon : ) 

B bb 2 Prop, 
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Prop. J. Prop. 5. * " " p H J5 Minifters and Churches that earneflly de-
X. fire it, pimldmt by the Magi ft rate be abfolute-

l j , and generally prohibited the ufe of a convenient ftinted Li
turgy. 

Note here that I fpeaknot of the defires of any inconfidc-
rable perfons, contrary to the defires of that whole Church. 
I f a few ignorant or wilful! people {hould be eager for a form, 
when the Paftor is able and willing to manage the work of God 
without i t , and the Congregation profeffeth that it hindereth 
their Edification { by what accident foever, I am not now 
queftioaing, ; it is fit that thofe unreafonable perfons (hould be 
denyed their defires ( i n that Church ) rather then the whole 
Congregation. A l f o i f the Magiftrate {hould perceive that a 
whole Congregrtion, or many, or the Paftors themfelves are 
eager for fome one particular form , out of a corrupt humour, 
and in any ill defign to the disturbance of the Churches Peace, 
or that they will needs have an unlawfull Form, that for mat
ter is erroneous, or for manner abfurd , or apt to breed unre-
vercnce, or hinder Edification, the Magiftrate fhould pro
hibits this : Yet f o , that Prudence and Moderation meafure 
out his penalties in fuch a fort , as that he Churches Edifica
tion be not hindered by his over-rigorous correcting mens di-
ftempers. 

But out of thefe and fuch like Cafes, when it is meer weak-
nefs that caufeth Paftors or people to be fet upon a (iawfull) 
f o r m , The Magiftrate ought not to prohibite them by fuch re-
ftraints,as {htll deprive them of the liberty of worfhipping God, 
or hinder their Edification. 

TbeReafons of this Propofition are thefe. 1. Becaufe the 
thing being Lawfull, no Power (hould caufelefly reftrain men 
from the ufe o f Lawfull things. God having left men to their 
Liberty, none (hould without great reafon deprive them of it-

2. The Magiftrate fh iu ld not hinder the Peoples Edification 
in the manner of Gods worfhip But in many places a ftmted 
Liturgy is moft for the peoples Edification. Therefore, &c 
Whether it be the Minifters weaknefs, or the peoples, that makes 
i t moft ufefullto them , yet when the Magiftrate cannot cure 
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that weaknefs, he muft bear with them. I t was the weaknefs 
of Nicodemm that made him he could not bear the day-I,ght,in 
coming to Chrift- yea and fuch a weaknefs, asfhewed, or was 
J°y n ^£ with an nnregenerate fiate, and yet Chrift would rather 
teach him privately then not at all. 

3« Where Consciences are fcrupulous, and think it a fin to 
worfhip publikely without a form, (though it be their error yet) 
the Governors are not to drive them away from it becaufe then 
they will not publikely Worfhip God at a l l : And no rvorjhip is 
worfe then a lawful form of worfhip. 

4- A Minifter that is for the Neceffity of a form (though er-
roneoufly) may be in other refpe&sfo ufefullto the Church, 
that he fhould not be laid by and loft to the Church for fuch a 
thing as this. 

5. The ufe of fome forms ( as aforefaid ) being necef-
fary, and of other forms, not only lawfull, but of almoft com- -
mon reception through all the Churches on earth , Governors 
fliould be very cautelous in denying men liberty in that which 
almoft all the Churches have Liberty in, and more; even that 
Which is their eonftanc ufe. 

Prop. 6. r"TmtO prefcribe a Form of Prayer, Preaching ( or . p f o p 

A other fervicewhere is no Neceffity o f i t ) and to lay 
a Neceffity on it,as to the thing it felf or the Churches Peace,&c. 
and to pttnifh, filence, fufpend, excommunicate, or reproach as 
Schifmaticks, the able, godly, peaceable Minifters or People, that 
( juftly or unjuftly) dare not ufe it, is fo great a fin , that 
m Gtdlj Minifters Jhoula deftre or attempt it,nor any godly Ma-
gift rate fnffer it. 

Thi« was the great fin of the late Magiftrates and Prelates in 
England; and it is the main difference between their party and 
others at this day. The Magiftrate doth not forbid men ufing 
a form or Liturgy (though they forbid one particular Liturgy 
more ftridly then I could w i f h . ) But there is a very few of 
thefe men that I know of, that can be contented with a Liberty 
of ufing itthemfelves,iftheymay not have all others compelled 
to da as they do r and go to God with the words, that they 
have formed for them , or that are beft in their eftcem. They 

B b b 3 muft 
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muft be all Schifmtticki that will not ufe their form, and the 
Cnurches Peace muft be laid upon it,and no man muft be thought 
meet to preach or pray that will not be of their opinion, but 
theableft Paftors of the Church muftbefilencedandcaftby, if 
triey willnot ufe the Common-Prayer. The finfu!nefs of this 
practice ihall bcmanifeftcd in the next difputc more fully , to 
which I referve the moft of my reafons againft i t : In the mean 
time let thefe few be well confidered. 
TO;il \*l % a ° e r t a l n ™Jtfi t h e Dhifion of the Church : when men 
Zl\hy a T ? 0 r ?™c™n that which will not bear it , they 
arc trie moft defperate difturbers and dividers of it. I f oneform 
l ] n ; r « a r r n ° r P r ! ? 5 b i n 8 h ad been necefftry to the Churches 
3 r P e a c ^ Chriftorhis Apoftles might as eafily have com-
rhat ii;.'« d l d o t h e r n «cf lar ies . Nay experience tells us, 
2 1 ° £ h d d H i l a r y by men themfelves: For the Ro. 
inaniitsule oneor more forms: the Grecians another,and 
* h l s p T * V n 0 : h c r > *»d f o o f o t h « Churches. In the Biblio-
one o f S f W m a i 2 L i t u r g * s have they given us ? And i f no 
Church for* , S T e m r y t 0 a I I Cburches^hen not to any one 
« S ; ~ t h e n a c ^ n t s , a n d mens impofitions make it 
fom wavnf " t n o i ? a n f l l o u l d m a k e thatnece/Tary, that is not 
Form l b e f T - J t » **** to know that either the 

condition that it i Y n I b r 0 U ^ h t ^ that torn divided 
Pofer* tharmnftu • ' W t n , s arrogancy of domineering im« 
wiH not let us P c 3 C e o n t h e i r n«neceffary devices: and 
C totefflfl

 8 U n " y i n C h r i f t a a d h i s Mitutionsand peace 

ton\l3it*T?L the*e°*h w l l U e kvlvAi* the guilt of bitter 

^ S ^ ^ / J i r "{chi/»*t"k<> and confidently of dif-
bev g

t a ke S ^ ^ t b a t ^ ^ . o r h o l d , and the way 
S K ^ f t ^ncharitablenefs and all this fin, the 
n o t a K , \ h e t l * w * y t 0 H e l l , then you may fee what a 
stable fervice they do to Satan, and how they cnfnare and undo 
S S i ^ ^ " 1 ? 1 ? f u c h f ° ™ of common Necefiity to the 
u mty or Eeace of the Church. 

% >fy Ms m e m s they w i l ( i n V Q l v g t f o ^ ^ a n d t h e M40rate 
in 



w the guilt of perfection: For no better will it prove, €¥€0-
in many cafes where the refufers fcruples are unjuft. 

4 . By this means they will hinder the Edification of the Church. 
What i f .a Minifter have a Congregation that (fuppofe upon 
miftakes) do fcrnple thefe forms, and by prejudice or weaknefs 
are hinderedfrom ferving God with cheerfullnefs and profit, 
where they are ufed; muft we be bound to deny them that 
mode of worlhip which their weaknefs doth recjuirc ? and to 
force them to that which will not down with them? Muft a 
Phyfitian be bound to give all his Patients one kind of dyet? 
What i f it be wholefomc ? Wil l you fay, If that will not down 
with him, he fit all have mne : let him die ? This is contrary to the 
end of our office we are commanded to do all to Edification, 
which this doth contradict. 

5. It is contrary to the Office, Power and Trufi of the parties' 
lar Pafiors of the Church, to be thus compelled in variable things. 
As it is the office of a Phyfitian to judge what dyet and phyficfc 
to prefcribe his Patients, and to vary it as perfonsdo vary in 
their tempers and difeafeSj and to vary it with the fame perfons, 
as their condition changeth and requircth it - and as it would be 
foolifti Tyranny againft the very office of the Phyfitian to re-
ftrain him from this exercife of his prudence by a Law, and to 
tye him to give one kind of food or phyfick to a l l ; fo is it in 
our prefent cafe. What is a Paftor, but the guide of a Congre
gation in the worfhip of God ? &c And if Magiftrates and 
Biftiops take this workout of their hands by their unnecefTary 
prefenptions, they fo far prohtbite him to do the work of a 
Paftor. What a grief is it^ to a Minifter (that being in the 
place, and knowing the people, is the moft competent Judge 
what is fit for them J to be conftrained by men that know not 
the ftate of his flock, to crofs their Edification, and to he for-
bidden to ufe his prudence and . due power for their fpiritual 
good ? 

6. And what a finfularrogant ufurpationis this, for any man 
to be guilty of t I t is Chrift that bath given his Mmdters their 
Power, and that for Edification-.and who is he that may pre-
furoetotakeitfrom them? I f they are unworthy to be Mint-
fters, let them not be Ordained, or let them be degraded or 
depofed. But i f they muft be Minifters, let them do the worfc 



x t ? * > 
of Mimfters; left as he that defpifeth thera, defpifeth Chrift, 
fo he that rcftraineth them.from their duty, and depriveth them 
of the excrcife of their power unju{\ly,be found one that would 
arrogate an authority over Chrift. 

7' *fn*'-what intolerable Pride is this, for a few $iJhops ta 
K L k l ^ l y ? f tlaemfcl™s> *ndfo bafely of their wore judicious 
T h c T ' a i ^ n° m a n m " f t foea^ t 0 G o e i but in their words ? 
A fide forms of Prayer are conceived and invented by fome body. 
And why (hould the Conceivcr think fo highly of his ownun-
flerltanding, as i f he were fi t to teach a whole Nation what they 
mult daily fay to God? and why (hould he think fo unworthily 
ot all others in comparifonof himfelf, as if none but he (and 
ms Companions in this ufurpation ) knew how to pray or utter 
tneir minds, but by his dictates or prefcriptions ? IsthisHumi-

A Moreover ri« Jmpofition of forms {as before defcribed) 
thZ J f T t0° m t t c h C r H d t J *°th* Church : when they had ra-
^ l i - S * " ^ ' . ? 1 1 a f i d c > a n d t h e people left in darknefs, 
r h L T ^ i r ^ m m ? , d t

r

e a c h ^ m , a n d worfhipGod with them, 
for11 TO"yetl««n^«tothe very words that they devife 

nrh«. vr" n a b u n d a n « of ignorant, drunken Readers and 
other Minifters were fufFered in England, while the learned, 
goaiy painful Miniftcrs were caft out, and filenced, or perfecu-
m n ' n i ^ c°Fl W . O U , d n o t c o n f o r m t o a l , t h e form$ a n d c c r e " 

' ^ b m . 7 ^ & i h e B i l h ° P l ? A n d f o how many thoufand 
o r I T J v w e

r

t b l , n k

L

a r € 8 o n * to Hel l , through the ignorance 
Z X S ? ° l l h e L r . G u i d e s - a s * ^e i r damnation were 
more defirabie then their falvation by the teaching of Minifters 
tnat dare not ufe the Common Prayer Book and Ceremonies ? 
i Know they wil l fay, that foch Schifmatical Preachers do more 
,Zl I b r e a k \ n 6 the Churches peace, then they do good by 

" £ ? J f { 2 1 . B « who was it that laid thefe fnares in their 
way if Who laid the Churches peace upon your inventions ? 
Had not the Church a fure Rule, and an happy order, and unity, 
ana peace, before your Common prayer Book or Ceremonies 
were born? Why muft the Church have no peace but upon 
such terp 5?Who made this Neceffity 5that all men muft be taken 
r o r i?toIcrable fchifmaticksthatdarenotftint themfelves in the 

-p^plick worfliip-by your impofitions?Will you not be confound
ed 
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ed before God, when tbefe Queftidns muft be anfwered ? The 
Church might have kept both Peace and her Pallors, i f you had 
let all alone as the Apoftles left it, and had not t u r n e d l h e f o r m s 

of your Devotions to be a fnare for others. * 
9- And it is great wmercifftlnefs to the Souls of particular men, 

when you will drive them into itch fnares^ardccmpell them to 
go againft their confcicnces in indifferent things: what ever is not 
of faith is fin. And whether they believe it-good or bad, you will 
compell them to praftife all that you im pole .Have you not Con-
fciences your felves? Do you not know what it is for atnan to be 
driven againft hisConfcience ? I f not,youareno Chnftians:and 
then no wonder if you want the Charity and compaffion of Chri-
ftians,andfoeafily for nothing, abufe and injure the Cnnltian 
caufe 

to . A*iintb»ti»»i.j°»&*im*l}b> * n i Z l ' L 
"-UhJmh. You would have Libmj jour f ^ ' ™ » 
ufe* L i tu rgy : And why {hould not other. taveL.be, y to 
difufeit? Either you take it forathirgNeceffary.n . t f^f or 
for Indifferent. I t as Necefliry, then you are fo much the 
more arrogant and injurious to ^ ^ ^ f P ? ^ ^ ™ ^ . 

depnve you of your own " ^ " V ; ™ " * h c h u r c h . . o r t 0 m a k e ftould have to make untverfal Law fo " ^ 
new dut.esbyyour own meet wills,ort 
into Neceffary, and fo t o m u P l ! ™ " ° ^ t i k i t e all that dare 
danger ; and to filence, impend 8? excomniuu.i.»i 
notfubmit to your ufurped Dominion. * * * J ^ & $ £ 
thing in it felf Indifferent, whether we pray .n H » 
bed w o r d S > o r 0 o t , t h e n a r 3 r e . c o n t e n t t t a ^ £ * 0 u r 7 b « r t y 
berty on one part, you have as juft caufe to allow 

. on the other,and todoasyou would be done Dy. p ,r 

11. And by thefe Tmpofu ion , , r » / ( t «<P - N l W P f f r ! Z „ Z Z 
in tU Churcl Co«W?i of « *«>' f V f ^ } ^ "noTaw-
cftheCkurch by fuch new humane Laws. « ' n c c < f f i t y 
giverbut i . Chrift as to univerfalLsWSofftandmg 
6 o the Churches, in}he matters of Salvattofl;£nd ^ g f ^ 
to make by-laws under Chrtft for a juft de e m ^ 
mutable circumftances that ought to be _«t= rf Q h . 
PrvAenct; and 3 .The Minifters or Paftors of particular ^ 

' I f f 
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es to dire& and guide the people as there is caufe. As for 
Biftiops or Councils, we know of no Leg flative Power that 
they have over their Brethren, though Agreements they may 
make, which may be obligatory, i . by confent, as other •on-
tracYs, 2. and in order to unity, where the cafe requireth fuch 
Agreements. But tofe t up a New fort of Jurifdiftion in the 
Church, by Legiflation to make Forms and Ceremonies obligato
ry , and by Executions to punifti Paftors that will not pradifc 
them,is a dangerous device. 

12. Laftly by this means you will harden the Taplfls, that by 
their Invemiont and Imps fit ions have divided the Church, and been 
guilty of fo much ufurpation and tyrannie •, For how can we con
demn that in themlhat is pra&ifed by our felves ? And though 
in number of Inventions and Impofitions they exceed, yet it is 
not well to concur with them in t he^Wof unnecefTary Im-
pofitions,and fo far to Juftifie them in their injury to the Church. 

I f none of thefc or other Reafons will alloy the Imperious 
diftemper of the Proud, but they muft needs by a ufurped Legif
lation be making Indifferent things become nccejTary to others, 
and domineer over mens Gonfciences,and the Church of God,we 
muft leave them to him,that being the Lord and Lawgiver of the 
Church, is Jealous of his Prerogative, and abhorreth Idols, and 
will not give his glory to another, and that delighteth to pull 
down the Proud, and humble them that exalt themfeves. 

But yet how far an Agreement or voluntary Confent of the 
Churches is defirable as to a L f l r gy, I ftiall (hew more anon. 

Prop. 7- Prop. 7. -yH E fafefi wajofcompofing a flinted Liturgie, w to 
X take it all, er as much as may be, for words as wtll 

Ms matter, out of the Helj Scriptures. 
Reaf. 1. This way is leaft lyable to fcruple, becaufe all are 

fatisfied of the infallible Truth of Scripture,and the fitnefs of its 
exprefiions, that are not like to be fatisfied with mans. And 
it is a laudable difpofition in the Creature to prefer the words or 
God before all other, and therefore not to be difcouraged in 

Reaf. 2. This way tends moft to the peace of the Cnurc . 
AH will unite in the words of God,that will not unitemtoe 

• • • - ' ' - •• forms 
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forms and words of men. I f they understand not a word of 
God, yet knowing it to be true, they will not quarrel with i t , 
butfubmit : But i f they underftand not the words of men, they 
will be ready to fufpeci them,and fo to quarrel with them, and fo 
the Churches peace will be broken. Befides, the judgements of 
men being fallible, many will fufped that its poffible there may 
be fome error in their forms, though we fee them not, and God 
fhould be worfhiped in the fureft way. 

&e*f. 3- There is no other words that may beprcferred 
before the words of God, or Hand in Competition with them .• 
and therefore me thinks this fhould ejfily be decided. 

Object. Bm the Scripture hath not forms enough for all the 
Churches ufes. Anfw. I t ha-h matter and words for fuch 
Forms. Without any additions, favc only terms of Connexion, 
the fentencesotholy Scripture may fuffice the Church for all its 
ufes, as to forms1. 

Object. But mm may fpea!^ untruths in Scripture words if 
they will, and by mifpUcing and mifapplying them, may make 
them fpeakwhat was never meant in them. Anfw. But I.-When 

% theyufeno expofitory terms of their' own, but meerly recite 
the words of Scripture,t-h'e perverting them will not be fo eafie or 
common : And 2. When they have placed them how they 
pleafe, the people are iefc at liberty to interpret them ac
cording to the fence they have in the Scriprure, and not accord
ing to what mens mifplacing may feem to put upon them : 
when we profelTedly make our forms out of Gods word,wedo as 
i t were tell the people that they muft give each fentence its pro
per interpretation as its meant in Scripture, becaufe we pretend 
not to change it, but to ufe it. But when its our own words 
•hat wc compofe our own impofed forms in, the people are left 
more uncertain of the foundnefs. For the maker is the Inter
preter. * 

ObjeS. But the Church hath antient venerable forms already; 
and who may prefume to alter them t 

-*4»/w.i.Hath it any that are more Ancient or more venerable 
then the Scripture ? undoubtedly it hath not nor any but mult 
ftoop to Scripture. 2. All that is in the words of Scripture, 
we are contented be continued (a t leaft. ) 3- I * # w e r c j 
lawful for the firft devifers or compilers of thefe Forms, to 

Ccc 2 mak« 
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make a fTew Liturgy, when the Church had fo many before, 
then is it lawful for others to do the like. And if the compilers 
of the firft of thofe Liturgies, might make a new one in their 
own words, why may not others make a new one in the Scri
pture words, that will be new only as to the connexion ot 
Sentences ? 4. The Church of Rome that is rooft for their 
forms, baveyet fo often innovated, that they bavenorealon 
to condemn it in others. 

Prop. 8. H p Hough-it be fafefi and moft venerable in Scripture 
A words, yet is not this o f f o great necefftty, but that 

we maj lawfully ufe a Liturgy that is not thus taken out *l S c n ' 
pture. • 

As long as the matter is agreeable to Scripture, it is ^ o r € r r 
Convcniency,then neceffity,that the words be thence,asis eaiiiy 
proved. 

. 1 . In our Preaching we judge it lawfull tofpeak words that 
are not in the Scripture: therefore by parity of reafon, we may 
do fo in Prayer. 1 

2. In our extemporate Prayers we judge it lawfull to ufe our 
own words that are not taken out of Scripture : therefore we 
may do fo in a Liturgy. . 

3 • Somejfffons may be fo ftrange to Scripture language,tnat 
for a time^nore familiar Phrafes may be more edifying to 
them. 

4. Words arebuttoexprefs our minds : I f therefore our 
words arc congruous expreflions of found and well orderea 
conceptions, they are not only lawful, but convenient. Ana 
therefore it is not warrantable for any man to quarrel witn 
exprcffions becaufe they are not Scriptural, nor to fcrupletbe uie 
of Liturgies, becaufe the forms are not in the words of Scri
pture, 

prop 9. ^ o p . 9. H p H E matter of a common Liturgy in which "eJ** 
1 peU any general Concord, fhould not be any d*WJ»" 

or unnect{far1 things. 
r •** I t (hould impofe no doubtfull or tmneceffary ceremonies. 
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( o f which I lhall fpeak by it felf in the next Deputation. ) 
2. Itfhould notreftrain men needlefly in things indifferent, by 
determining of mutable circumltances, as time, place, gefture, 
veftures,wofts,e^c ( O f which alfo in the next.) 3 . I t f t iould 
not make thofe things to be of general indifpenfable immutable 
neceffity, that arc but fometimes neeefTary,or meet - butPa-
ftors (hould have their Liberty to vary them as there is occafion. 
4- Much lefs {hould any thing Materially dubious and uncertain 
be put in. . . . . ' , 

For God willbeworfhippcdin knowledge and faith. And, 
asisfaid before, the Church will be divided, and the Conlci-
ences of men enfnared, by laying fo much on unnecellary 
things. And therefore though fuch impofers pretend to a perte-
£ e r Unity and Concord , then in a few Generals or NecefTanes 
can be had, yet they will find they mifs their mark. 

Prop. 10. O Vmtne Forms of publick pr*Fr> or otjoerwor- r o j 

t l Jbip ( excepting the fore-excepted Neceffary 
Cafes as Pfalms, &c.y fhanldnot be confttntly ufed bj Ml-
nifiers that have their liberty, and are able to pray ""horn them: 
nZLilian be ordinarily admitted into the CMtwftrj (except 
NorJhouU an) * J c h m h ) t h a t are not able to pray with-
m the great necejjutes oj tne i*vm*»s 
§ " l f f i £ ™ n * * * are thefe confiderable poiny implyed,and 
ex JreSd T T h ^ i t is not unfit to have forms by the common 
A g ^ m e n t o f thePaftors, tobe u^ed when its meet (as ^ 
r ^ a n d a f t e r e ^ 
fo well provided for with able Mmiftersbut. to p 
rnuft be mpplied with men t h a t I is 
i f n o t o f P r e v J ^ j , compofed by others^ ADO ^ 
fitteft that fuWffiould have Forms that are Agreed on y 
And therefore I doubt not buwvhen we came newlyouto 
pery , and had not a full fupply of f ^ r ^ J p ^ e r . F o r , 
lawfull courfe to compofe a common lorm ^ a b u f l v e 

1. I t will be the fureft way to keep out ™ ^ ™ ( o Y m b u t w b ac 
paffiges, when nothing is allowed as. » P«P e w o f faUeft 

hath obtained the commoncon^ ; 2 t wi c i Concord 
concord* when forms are neceffary, there is more v ^ 

Cec 3. 


