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in [pecie, therefore many fuch are lefc to humane Prudential De-
termination. - _

The Minor is fufficiently proved by inﬂances..God»\hazh'made
itour Dutyto Affemble for his Publick Worfhip : But he bath
not told us in what place ; nor in what fears each perfon fhall
fit. Yetfome place is neceflary : and therefore it is left to mans
Determination: Nor hathhe tied us for weekly Le&ures 0
any oneday; nor on the Lords day, to begin at any ose certain
bour : and yet [ome day and bonr is neceffiry ; which therefore
man muft determine of. So God hath commanded us to read the

- Seriptures : But hath not told us whether they fhall be printed or

Argum, 3,

written ; whecher we thall read wis) Spéttacles or withont ; what

Chapter we {hall read onfuch or fucha day, nor how muchat -

atime; M‘iniﬁcrsrmuﬁ preach in feafomand out of feafon : But
whether cthey muft fand or fit, Of wha text they thall preach o8,
or how long; and whether ina prepared form of words or not,
whether they fhall s/ nores, or net,.or ufe the Bible, or recie
texts by memory, ¢5. none of thefe things are determined by
God-, and therefore areleft to humane prodential determinas
tion. Abundance of fuch undetermined circamftances may
be enumerated about Singing, aaying, - Sacraments and.all
duties. : )

Now that the form of Liturgy is of this ndture is manifeft; God
hath bid us Pray ; but whether in fore-conceived words, or not,
or whether 1n words of other mens firft conceiving or our own,
or whether oft in the fame words or various, and wherher wich
a Book or without, thefeare no partsof Prayeratall, but only
fuchundetermined Circumftances or Modesas God hath Jeft to
our prudential Determination : And the forementioned In-
ftances, about Reading, Preaching Singing, ¢5-c. are as pertinent
toour queltionas this of Prayer, they being all parts of the Li-
turgy, er publick fervice, as well as this.

Argum. 3. There ave many exprefs Examples in Scripture for
forms of Gods fervice : sherefore they are ungsueftionably Jawfnl.
The P/alms of David were of common ufe in the Synagogue¢s
and Temple- worfhip, and alfo in Private ; and indited to fuch
ends. Hezekiah commanded the Levites to fing Praife unto the
Lord, with the words of David and.of Afaph the feer, 2 ChroD-

29.30. The 93. Pfaim is entitled [ 4 Pfaim or ﬂ”%,{zzifi
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Sabbarh day ] Plal. 102 is entitled, e Prayer of the afflitted
when heis overwhelmed, and poureth st his complaint before the
Lsrd. ] The reft were of ordinary publike ufe. Pfalms are
Prayersand Praifes to God for the moft part : and both'as Pray-
ers, and Praifes,and as Pfalms, they are part of the Liturgy.
bron.16.7. [ On that day David-delivered firft this Plalm,
10" thank_the Lord, into the bands of Afaphi and his brethren. |
The fong of AMefes is delivered in form, Exod. 15. And the
Saints inthe Revelations 15.3. are faid to fing the [ong of Mofes,
‘Numb.10.35,36. there isan oft-repeated form of Aofes pray-
er. Thereisa form for the people, Denr.21.7,8. fudg.5. there
is Deborabs Song'in form. There is a form of Prayer, foc/2.17.
Abundance more may be mentioned but for tedioufnefs. I {hail
now only add, 1. That the Zords Prayer is a form directed to
God as in the third perfon, and not to man only as a DireGory
for prayer in the fecond perfon :itis not [ Prayto God your Fa-
ther in Heaven that bis Name may be hallowed , his Kingdoms.
come, &c. ) But | Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed:
be thy Name, &c. 7} Andit feems by the Dafciples words clm_:i
thus 7ohw taughe his Difciplesto pray, Lzk. 11.1. So that we
have inthe Scripture the mention of many fet forms of fervice
to God, which therefore we may well ufe.

findin Scripture = but (ss0pray (in thefet words of Scripture )
1 4 form therefore a form is Lawful.

I do not here plead example, asin the laft Argument, but t@xc
Lawfulnefs of prayingin Scriptufe words, They cthat deny this,
muft be {o {ingular and unreafonable, as that theré is no need
of my confutation for the manifefting of their error. And that
itis to usa fec form if we take it out of Scripture, as well as if
wecompofe it, or rake it ousof another Book, is paft all que-
ftion.. A multitude of the prayers of holy menare lefton record
intheScripture, befide thofe that were the prefcribed forms of
thofe times : He that will bot turn to his Concerdance to the
word [0 Zerd ] and then to all the cited Texts, fhall find ma-
ny fcore, if not hundred Texts that recite the prayersof the

Saints; which when we ufe, we ufgha form, which we there
find written. -

Aaa 2 therefore
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‘Argum. 4. Iris lawful to pray 1o Gedix the [t Words that we Argum. p
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therefore we may ufe them. 3

His Approbation is proved, 1. Dy his owning and citing
Davids Pfalms, Luk.20.42.& 24.44. &c. 2. By his ufirg 2
Hymn with bis Difciples at the Pafsover.or Eucharift, which
we have great reafon to think was a form tbat had been of ufe
among the Jews. But however, if Chrift bad newmﬂlﬂn—"-ﬂg‘
pofedit, yet was it a form to his Difciples. 3. Byhis. thrice r€-
peating the fame words in his owa prayer. 4. By his. teaching
his Difciples a form, as Jobn taught his. 5. By his never ex-
prefling the leaft difl ke of the old Jewith cuftom of ufing
forms : nor doth Scriprure anywhere repeal it , 0f forbid it-
6. The Apoftlescommand the ufe of P/almsand Hymns, which
cannot be ordinary in the Church without forms. All this pro-
veth Chrifts approbation,

Argam, 6. If it be lawfnl for the people tonfe 4 frinted form of
words in publike prayer, then isitinit [elf Lawfulfor the Paftors
but it is lawful for the people : for the Paftors prayer ( which
they muft pray over with him, and not only hear it ) isa ftinted
form to them, evenas much asif he had learnt it out of 2 Book.
They are to follow him in his method and words, asif it were#
Book prayer. ; :

Argum. 7. It is lawfsl tonfe a formin Preaching i therefore
a (inted Liturgy is lawful. 1. Becaufe preaching is a part of
that Liturgy. 2. Becaufe the reafonisthe fame for prayer, 8§
for that in the main. Now that ftudyed formed Sermons 8r¢
lawful, is fo commenly granted, that it fhall fave me the labour
of provingit ( which were eaffe. ) .

Argum. 8. That which hath been the practice of the Charch s»
Scriptare times, and down to this day, and is e the prattice o
almoft all the Churches of Chrift oncarth, is ot like to be snlaW*
ful s but [uchisthenfe of fome flinted forms of publick fervice
therefore; &c. Thatic wasfo in the Jews Church, and approved
by Chrift, I havefhgwed. Thatit hath been of antient ufe 10
the Church fince Chrift, and is at this day inufe in A frick.J i,
Eurepe, even among the Reformed Churches in France, Hollans,
Geneva, &c. is fo well known, that I thinkI need not ﬁﬂ}‘d »
prove ic: yea thofe few thagfgemto difufe it, do yet ufe it, in
P/falms, and other parts of worfhip,of which more anof:

Prop-
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Prop. 2. A Stinted Litmrgyin [orse partssf publick hly [er- Prop. z. -
; wice 1 ordinarily neceffary. :

. This Propofition is to be proved by intances,and the proof of
the parts. The parts where a fer form is ufually neceffary, I
fhall eoumerate: defiring you by the way to underitand, 1. That
I fpeak not of an Abfelute Neceffiry ad firem, as if no other
could be accepted ; buta Nece/firyof Daty : itonght to bedonc,
as the be(t way. 2. That I fay but [ erdinarily 7] as excepting
fome unnfual cafes.

1. The Communication or revealation of thewill of God to
the Church by Reading of the Holy Scriptures, i¢ part of the
publick ferviceof God. As Aofes and the Prophets were read
every Sabbath day, fo by parity of reafon fhould the Gofpel
and Paslrequired the publick reading of his Epilties, A¢E.13.
27.& 15.21,2Cor.3.15. Luk.16.29. (ol.4.16. 1V Thef. 5. 27
Rew.1.3. Butthis Reading of the Scriptures is the ufing of a
fet form in publikefervice. For they are the {ime words that
we read from day to day, and ufoally Muftread. -~ o

2. The Pablick Prayfing of God by finging of Palms, isa
part of publick worfhip : and a moft excellent part, oot ufually
to be omirted. But this part of worfhipis ordina-x:nly to be ufed
ina flinced form : becaufe the gift of compofing Pfalms ex tem<
pore.without a prepared form, is not ufual in :ie Churgh :and
if it were foto one, itisnot tothereft that m ufe this wor=
thip. Had we not ftinted forms of Pfalms,we fhould have ill-
favoured work in the Church. , %
~ 3. Baptifme s ufually to be adminifiredina form of words :
for Chrift hach prefcribed us a form, Matth. 28.19. { Baprs-
zing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Soz, 4’fd of the
Holy Ghoft ] T think few fober men will think it ordinarily mect

. todifufe thisform. 5 3
4. Theufeof aform in the Confecration and Adminiftr ‘“#
of the Lords'Supper ( though not through the whole. action
is ordinarily moft fit : for Chrift hath lefc us a form of words,
T ake ye, Eat yé, &c. T} which are moft exa@, and fafe, and none
canmend. And Paul reciteth his form, 1 Cor.11. And fmall
alterations in the very words of Baptifme, of Deliverirg the'

Aaa 3 Lords
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- Lords Supper, may eafily corrupt the Ordinance in time.

5- The very Sacramental Elements and Aftions are ftinted

- forms of Adminiftration, which none may alter, As the wafh-

ing with water, the breaking of bread, and powring out .of wine,
and giving them, and taking them, and eating and drinking: ¢c.
Thefe are real forms, not to be changed, at leaft without NecefHi-
ty,if acall.

6. The Blefsing of the people in the Name of the Lord, was
done by a prefcribed form of old, Num.6.23. andis ufually to
be doniein a form fill. Forinall thefe forementioned parts of
worfhip, fhould we ftill ufe new exprefsions, when fo few and
pertinent muft be ufed, wefhould be put to difufe the fitteft,and
ufe fuch as are lefs fiz. : .

7- Inourordinary Preaching aform ( notimpofed, unlefsin
cafes of Breat Necefsity and unfitnefs, but ) of our own pre-
meditating, is ufually ficteft : I think few menare fo weak as to
prefer ( with moft preachers ) unprepared Sermons, before «

thofe that have more of their care and ftady. Aodchenat leaft,
the Text, Method, and fomewhat of the words muft be premedi-
tated, if not all,

8. Ordinarily there fhould be fomewhat of 4 form in Pablick
Confefsions of the Churches faith.. For how elfe fhall 4ll comcur ?
Anditisa tender point to admit of greator frequent mutations
in : fothatin Baptifme, and at other feafons when the Chriftian
faith is to be openly profefled by one, or more, orall, a form
thatisexa&, is&nally meet to be retained ; though in many
perfonal Cafes, explicatory enlargements may do well.

9. If there be not a frequent ufe of many of the fame words,

and fo fomewhat of a form, in Marriage, Confirmation, Abfo-

lution, Excommunication, the danger will be more, thén the be-
nefit by mutation will be, .
10. And with fome Minifters ( of whom anon ) even in

Prayers efpecially about the Sacraments, where there muft be
grear exaQnefs, and the matter ordinarily, if notalwayes the
fame, the ordinary ufe of a form may be the beftand fitteft
way,

I}; the moft of thefe Cafes 1. The Nature of the thing fuffi-
ciently proves the ordinary fitnefs ofa form. 2. The conftant
Praglice of almoft all Churches. ('if not all ) is for it : they
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they that-fcruple forms of Prayer;ufe conftantly forms of Praife;
of Reading, of Sicraments, &¢. 3. Thereftare proved fiteit
as aforefaid by the Apoftles generall Rules, 1 (or. 14.26, 40.
Let allthings be done to Edifying: and Ler all things be dsne de-
cently and in order, Now in the cafes before mentioned, the Edi-
fication of the Church ( to fay nothing of Order) requireth che
ordinary ufe of forms. - 4

Prop. 3. I N thofe parts of publick_wor[bip where & form i Prop. 3.

L notof ordinary nece(fitys bue only Lawfwll, yer may it
wot only be (wbmitzed to, but defired, when the Peaceof the Church
doth accidentally require it. ,

This Propofition needs no proof, but only explication. For
heis far from the temper ofa Chriftian that fets fo lighe by the
Peace of the Church, that he would not ufea Lawfull means for -
the procurement of it , when Pasl would become all things to
all men to fave fome,and would cat no fleth-while he livedrather
then o ffend his weak brother. e A s
Bug here you muft take thefe cautions,left you mifunderftand
this Propofition, | . piiie

1. The Peace of the: whole Church muft be in our eye, before
the peace of a part ;. and ofa great and more confiderable part,
rather then ofa fmaller, carerts paribas.. , :

2. Tt is fuppofed that ( befides the fimple lawfulnefs of the
thing ) there be alfo no-other accidental inconveniencies on the
other fide ( that will follow the ufeof aform ) that is of fuffi~
cient moment to weigh down the argument from the C_h“"‘h‘r’? :
Peace. For when 3 thing is only good or evil, ( I'mean, ““: 3
firy or finfull,) by Accident,and notinit felf, wemuft confider
which fide hach the moft weighty accidents,and secordingly muft
choofeor refufeir, . o

3. Itis not thie fullfilling of the humours of every upreafoﬂable
expedant, or every proud Magifterial ufurper that 1s the Peace
of the Church, that now we fpeak of = If 2 few proud men will
bold no Peace with us,unlefs we will ferve God in their uflngcef-
fary forms, asif none had wit enough but they,to know in what
words the Churches fhould ferve God : and all-muft fpeak bur

what -
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what they teach them, it is not the bumoting of thefe Proud
ufurpers that is the Peace thus to be bonght.

4. Wemuftlook to the furnre as well as the prefent Peace of
the Churches : And therefore if any will hold no Peace withus
now, unlefs we will own fome formal Enginé tha is like to make
hereafter. more divifion ther unity in the Churches, ( by layiog

the Unity or Peace of the Church on things that will not beat it, -

and making thir gs neceffary , that are not neceffary, nor to be
madefo ) infuch cafes , itis ot our duty to berray the gene-
neral or futuré Peace of the Church for our private or prefent
Peace.

5. The defireablene(s of this Peace of the Church which we
mhﬂ_ feek, muftbe much ja Jged of by its tendency to the pro-
mo:ing of holinefs , the faving of mens fouls, the furthering ©
the Gofpel , and profperity of the Church in fpiritual refpects:
Tor a Peace thatundermineth and betrayeth thefe,is not defire-

able. The meansjs to be valued by its ¢ sl
ment of the End. &) ued by its tendency to |

6. There is need therefore of very grear prudence, to compare

things with things, for a man to know how to carry himfelf i
fuchcafes. For imprudent overfights, or laying greateft ftrefs
on {malleft things, and flighting greater, will make men live in
conftant fin by abufing things indifferent. :

But flillthe Propofition holds good with ghefe cautions,that
formsand fuch like indifferenc things are to be ufed or difufed

much with refpe& to the Churches Peace. .

I

Prop. 4. S O great ssthe difference between men and men, 1imes

and times | that forms may be 4 duty to fome
men, axd at fome times , and a fin to other min, and 4t other
times. ,

As to private menin their families , it may be one mans du-
ty to ufeaform, or book, and another mans fin, fois it With
Minifters alfo in the Affemblies. Three diftin@ions ((among
others ) are obvious, in whichthis is manifeft.

1. Some Minifters are better able to ‘perform Gods pub-
lick worfhip ( except in the fore-excepted cafes) without
a form: and {ome are better able to doicby aform.

2.Some
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forms, and fome have people that fcruple the difufing them ,
and fome have both forts mixt. »

3.Some Churches live under Magiftrates that command a
form, or with Churches that unanimoufly agree on a form ; and
others live in times and places where there is no fuech commands
or Agreements, And accordingto thefe differences it may be
one mans duty, and anothers fin to ufe fome forms. :

I. Gods work fhou'd be done in the moft edifying manner.
Where Minifters are able to perform the publick prayers of the
Church in the moft profitable manner without a form, there it
is their duty to difufe a form, unlefs fome other greater acci-
demt preponderate. Stillremember that for Pfalms and other
fore-excepted parts, I take it for granted that ordinarily a form
isneceffary. But our main queftion now is of Praying'and
Preaching, and that efpecially with refpe& to one ftanding form
that is not ufually varied in Prayer, and an impofed form,

ry cafe ofthe Churchthat Minifters fhould be able to dothefe
without a conftant form of words, tothe peoples greater edifi-
cation. _ But yet it is not alway fo. And whereit is fiot, it is
better for Minifters toufea form, then todo worfe,and difho-
nour the work of God, and wrong the Church by their errone-
-Ous or over. rude defe@ive management. I know the great obje-
&ion will be, that fuch men are not fit to be Minifters, and that
its better to have none. But this is fooner faid then- proved.
Lam far from defiringany man to undervalue the precious mer-
cy of an able Miniftry, and from withing for formalities and
reading. Paftors inftead of the learned able guides that we here
€njoy. Thape T thould do or faffer as much asanother to pre-
vent {0 greata Calamity as an ignorant, unsble, or negligent
Miniftry. Butyet am fully fatisfied of it, thac its betcer for
the Church to have Readers then none. A

. 1. Confider that there have been fome very Learned abier;.
vines ( DoSors of Divinity ) that byage, or other decay o
Memory, or natural impediments difabling them from extempo-
rate performances, cannot doany thing in the worfhip of ‘ God
‘Without the help of Notes or books ; or at feaft without prepa-
Bbb : ration

2. Some Miniftershave a Pesple that are fcrupulous of ufing

or compofed by others, in Preaching. Itfhould be the ordina- .

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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. venient kelps, they excell many extemporate men.

2. The Neceffities of the Church may require an allowance
or toleration of fuch as have not ability to compofe extemporate
Prayers,or Sermons, no nor to preparefuch upon deliberation
neither, but meerly read the Sermons and Prayers compofed by
others.T know fome will not believe that fuch fhould beMinifters;
But they would have them only read as private men,rather then
the people fhould have nothing ; For they think that.a man that

cannot preach or pray isno more capable of being a Minifter

then a man that cannot command an Army is capable of beinga
Commander, ¢c. : 5

_But1.Let fuch brethren confider that there may be all abili-
ties effentially requifite to a Paftor, without the abilicy of praying
or preaching withouta form ( Though fill I pray God to fave
us froma Neceffity of fuch. ) A .man that can Teach men the
fubftance of the Chriftian Religion, and adminifter the Sacra”
ments, and Overfee and Govera the flock, hathas much abi-

lity as is neceffary to the Being of a Paftor. But thofe may |

have allchis that cannot fitly preach or Pray without a form:
They may be godly men, ablein conference to inftru& the peo-
ple in the fubftance of Religion, and to read the Scriptures, a0

the Holy writings of godly men, and to adminifter Sacraments,
and pradently and diligently guide the people. And by the
fame rule as you will conciude it better that (e.g.) walts
Treland ¢5-c. have private men to read good books, rather then
none, feft they turn heathens ; I may alfo conelude that it ™
better for them to have Churches and Paftors of this weaker

fore, then to have none, and leave their children unbaptized,

and. live without the Sacraments, and Church-Communion,and
Government.

2. Confider I befeech you ( which moves me more thenany
thing elfe ) the Rare of the Chriftian world. Inc£Ethiopid,
Syria, Armenia, Ruffia Grecia, and abundance of other Churches
of Chrift there are very few Preachers, but meer Readers. And
ean any man think thatit is beft for all thefe Churches to be
without Minifters, and Sacraments, rather then to have fuch ?

that God would give them beteer ! But till then I thall pray :hg;
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he will continue thefeamong them, rather then leave them de-
ftitute. Ikoow many godly judicious men, of able parts for

conference, that yet are unable to compofe a Sermon ( though
if they could , it were a form ) that yet I am confident by

overfighr, might be tolerable Paftors for many a Congregation
in Wales, that new have none. '

__2.In a time and place where no obligation by Magiftrates
Commands,or Chutches Agreements is laid upon us for the
ufe of forms, I am fully perfwaded we fhould make no moreufe
of them, then Necefficy compelleth us todo : But the thing be-
ng lawfull, the Command of a Magiftrate , -or the agreement
-of the Churches may go far in movingus ; And indeed muft pre-
vail with us, unlefs in cafes where there are weightier Accidents
to weigh down on the other fide. For obedience and Agreement
or Concord in Lawfull things is our duty , where we have
not fome greater reafon to forbidit. There is much difference
between men that are left at liberty, and men that. are bound

manding , yet may we be bound to obey, when the mat-

by God. ’ X A
3. A manis alfo much to regard the minds of his peogle ! not
out of man-pleafing difpofition; but in order to their good.
Pradence will tell us which way is likelt to actain our Ends.
Foodis tobe fitted t6 menstémpers and ftomacks, and Phyfick,
to their difeafes. If a Church be fo weak that they cannot bear
the difufe of forms, and othersfo weak that they cannot bear
the ufe of them , the Paftor muft fit his pradice to their Edifi-
cation,, till he can bring them to a wifer judgement, that fo they
may receive that which indeed is moft fit to edific them.  Pru-
dence muft guide us in the circumftantials of worfhip, which
are left to gur Determination ; that we may vary them as
the condition of our flock requireth, to their good ; { of which
moreanen : ) s

Bbb 2 ; Prop.

Reading fuch Pra®ical Books asare now extant, and by prudent - .

by lawfull Governours. Yea though they do not wellin com-

ter is {uch as belongeth to their jurifdi®ion, and not forbidden

.
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Prop. 5. Prop. 5. T HE Minifers and Churches that earncltly de-

fireit, [bomldnor by the Magiftrare be abfolute:
Iy, and generally probibited the nfe of a convenient flinted Li-
turgy.

Note here that I fpeak not of the defires of any inconfide-
rable perfons, contrary to the defiresof that whole Church.
If afewignorant or wilfull people fhould be eager for a form,
when the Paftor is able and willing to manage the work of God
withoutit, and the Congregation profefieth that it hindereth
thenr.Ed_iﬁcation { by what accident foever ,'I am not @ow
quetioning, ) it is fic that thofe unreafonable perfons fhould be
denyed their defires ( inthat Church ) racherthen the whole

ongregation. -Al(oif the Magiftrate fhould perceive that 8
whole Congregrtion , or many, or the Paftors themfelves are
eager for fome one particular form , out of acorrupt humour,
andin any ill defign to the difturbance of the Churches Peace,
or that they will needs have an unlawfull Form, that for ‘mat-
Ler 1s erroneous, or for manner abfurd , or apt to breed unre-
verence, or hinder Edification, the Magiftrate fhould pro-
hibite this : Yet fo, that Prudenceand Moderation meafure
out his penalties in fuch a fort, as that he Churches Edifica-
tion benot hindered by his over-rigorous corre@ing mens di-
ftempers. :

But out of thefe and fuch like Cafes, when it is meer weak-
nefs that caufeth Paftors or people to be fet upon a ( lawfull)
form , The Magiftrate ought not to prohibite them by fuch re-
ftraints,as fhall deprive them of the liberty of worfhipping God,
or hinder their Edification.

; The Reafons of this Propofition are thefe. 1. Becal_er the
thing being Lawfull, no Power fhould caufelefly reftrain men
from the ufe of Lawfull things. God having lefc mento their
Liberty, none fhould without great reafon deprive them of it.

2. The Magiftrate thould not hinder the Peoples Edification

in the manner of Gods worfhip : But in many places 2 ftinted
Litargy is moft for the peoples Edification. Therefore, &¢-
Whether it be the Minifters weakaefs, or the peoples, that makes

it moft ufefull to them , yet whea the Magiftrace cannot Ci;l;:t

o
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that weaknefs, he muft bear withthem. Tt was the weaknefs

coming to Chrift; yeaand fuch a weaknefs, as fhewed, or was
joyned withan unregenerate flate, and yet Chrift would rather
teach him privately then notat all.

3. Where Confciences are fcrupulous , and think ita fin to

the Governors are not to drive them awa y from it ; becaufe then
they will not publikely Worfhip God at all : And 5o worfbip is
worfe thena Jawful form of worfhip.

4.'A Minifter that is for the Neceffity of aform (thougher-
‘roneoufly ) may beinother refpe@sfo ufefull to the Church,

thing aschis. ,
5. The ufe of fome forms ( as aforefaid ) being nece(-

almoft all the Churches have Liberty in, and more; even that
which is their conftancufe. . \

other [ervicewhere is no Neceffity of it ) androlay

a Neceffity onit,as tothe thing it felf, or tbe.Cburclm Peare, &c.

and to panifh, filence, [ufpend, exiommunicate, or reproach as

Schifmaticks, theable, godly, peaceable Minifters or People, that

( jufly or unjufily ) dare nst ufe it , 1 [o great a fn , that
no Godly Minifters [howld defive or atrempt it por any godly Ma- -
Liftrase [uffer iz,

This was che great fin of the late Magiftrates and Prelates in

others at thisday. The Magiftrate doth not forbid menufing
a form or Liturgy (though they forbid one particular Liturgy
more ftri&ly then I could with ;) But thereis a very few of
thefe men that I know of, that can be contented with a Liberty
of ufing it themfelves,if they may not haveall others compelled
todoas they do, and go to God with the words, that they
have formed for them , or that are beftin their eftcem. They
: T2 bbF muft

Of Nicodemsws that made him he could not bear the day-lighe,in

worthip publikely without a form, (though it be their error yet) -

that he fhould not be laid by and loft to the Church for fuch a

fary, and of other forms, not only lawfull, but of almoft com- -
mon reception through allthe Churches on earth , Governors -
fhould be very cautelous in denying men liberty in that which

Prop. 6. To prefcribe a Form of Prayer , Preaching ( or LProp. 6.

England; and ic is the main d fference between their party and -
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‘mult be all Schifmaticks that will not ufe their form, and tg‘y
Churches Peace muft be laid upon it,and no man muft be thought
meecto preach or pray that will notbe of their opinion, but

theablelt Paftors of the Church muft be filenced and caft by, !f
they will not ufe the Common-Prayer, The finfulnefs Qf this
practice fhall be manifefied in the next difpute more fully , to
which Ireferve the moft of my reafons againftic: In the mean
time let thefe few be well confidered.

Y. Itisacertain way tothe Divifion of the Chyreh : Wl}tﬂ men
will lay ity Unity or Peaceon that which will not bear it, they
arethe moft defperate difturbers and dividersofic. If oneform
of Prayer or Preaching had been neceffary to the Churches
Unity or Peace, Chrift or hjs Apoftles might as eafily have com-

poledit, asthey did other neceffaries. Nay cxperience tells us, .
- that it isnot held neceflary by men themfelves: For the Ro-

mAnifls ufe one or more formy ; and the Grecians another , and
the Ethiopians another, and fo of other Churches. In the Biblis-
theca Patrum how many Liturgies have they given us? And ifno
one of all thefe js necefliry to all Churches,then not to any one
Church, further then dccidents, and mens impofitions make it
aeceflary. And no man fhould make that neceffary, thatisnot
L0me way neceflary before. Iejs eafieto know that cither the
Form as fuch , or fomewhat in the Form, is like to befcrapled by
ome , even godly, able men : and fo it wil| provean engincof
divifion. = The Church hach been brought to that torn divngled
condition that ¢ is in , by this arrogancy of domineering im-
pofers, thar myft lay its Peace on their unneceflary devices ; and
willnot letus haye unity in Chrift and his Infticutions and prace
apon his terme, : 3
2. By this means the people will be invelved iu the g#ile of bitser
contending, and haring all that conforns wos 1o sheiy whY ARd wiChi=
ritably EProaching them 45 [ehifmaticks, and confequently of dif-
liking the very do@rine that they preach, or hold, and the way
they take; and thys if uncharitablenefs, and all this fin, the

off-fpring of it, be the way toHell, then you may fee what a
 Notable fervice they do o Satan, and how they enfnareand undo -

mens {ouls, that make fuch forms of common Neceflity to the
U nity or Reace of the Church,

5.8y this macan; they will iwvelve themfetves and the Mag {/}MZ
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35 the guilt of perfecution: For no better will it prove, even

w1 many cafes where the refufers feruplesare unjuft.

4 By this means they will hinderthe Edification of the Church,
What if.a Minifter have a Congregation that (fuppofe upon
mlﬂa}fes) do fcruple thele forms, and by prejudice or weaknefs
are hxndere¢from ferving God. with cheerfullnefs and profic;
where they are ufed ; muft we be bound to deny them that
mode of worfhip which their weaknefs dothrequire? and to
force them to that which will not down with them? Mufta
Phyfitian be bound to-give all his Patients onekind of dyet 2

What if it be wholefome ? Will you fay, If shat will not dows.

with him, be fball bave nsne = let him die ? This is contrary to the
end of our office: weare commanded to doallto Edification,
- which this doth contradi&. :

§. Itiscentrary tothe Office, Power and Truf} of the particsm-
lar Paftors of the Church, te be thus compelled in varisble things.
As it is the office of a.Phyfitianto judge what dyet and phyfick:
to prefcribe his Patieats, and to vary it as perfons do vary in
their.tempersand difeafes, and to varyit with the: fame petfons,
as their condition changeth and requireth it - and as it would be:
foolith Tyranny againft the very office of the Phyfitian to re-
{train him from this exercife of his prudence by a Law, and to
tye him to give one kind of food or phyfick to all; fo is it inv
our prefent cafe. What is a Paftor, but the guide of a Congre-
gation in the worfhipof God? & ¢ And if Magiftrates and
Bifhops take this workout of their hands by their unneceffary:
prefcriptions, they fo-far prohibite him to do the workof 8
Paftor. What 8 grief is it-to a Minifter (that being in the
place, and knowing the people, is the moft competent Judge
what is fit for them ) to be conftrained by men that know not
the ftate of his flock, to crofs their Edification, and to be for-

biddento ufe his prudence and ,due power for their fpiritual

good ? - '

6. Andwhat & finfularrogant ufurpationss this, for any man
20 be guilty of ¢ It is Chrift thac bach given his Minifters their-
Power, and that for Edification : and who is he that may pre
fume to take it from them?  If they are unworthy to be Mini-
fters, let them not be Ordained, or let them be degraded or

depofed. But if they muft be Minifters, letthem do A.thci,Wof‘;
. : Aol »
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of Minifters ; left as he that defpifeth them, defpifeth Chrift,
fo hethat refiraineth them fromtheir duty, and depriveth them
of the exercife of their power unjufily,be found one that would
arrogate an authority over Chrift. :

7- eAnd what intolerable Pride is this, for a few Bifhops to
think_fo highly of themfelves, and fo bafely of their more judicions
Brethren , a1 if no man maft [peak to God but in their words ?
Thefe forms of Prayer are conceived and invented by fome body.
And why fhould the Conceiver think fo highly of his own un-
derftanding, as if he were fit to teach a whole Nation what they
mult daily fay co God ? and why fhould he think fo unworthily
of all others in comparifon of himfelf, as if none but he (and

is Companions in this ufurpation ) knew how to pray or uteer
;,h“;' minds, but by his diQates or prefcriptions ? Is this Humi-
ity ?

8. Moreover this Impofirion of forms ( as before deferibed )
doth difzover too much Craceltytothe Church : when they had ra-
ther Minifters were caft afide, and the people lefe in darknefs,
then Minifters thould reach them, and worfhip God with them,
that will not tye themfelves to the very words that they devife

orthem. What abundance of ignorant, drunken Readers and
other Minifters were fuffered in Eugland, while the learned,

- 8odly, painful Minifters were caft out,and filenced, or perfecu-

ted, becaufe they would-not conform toall the forms and cere-

: }nonies impofed by the Bifhops ? And fo how many thoufand

fouls may we think are gone to Hell, through theignorance
, as if their damnation were

~more defirable | then their falvation by the teaching of Minilters
- that dare not ufe the Common Prayer Book and Ceremonies 2

know they will fay, that fuch Schifimatical Preachers do more
burt by breaking the Churches peace, then they do good by
- Butwho was it that laid thefe fnares in their
way 2 Who laid the Churches peace upon your inventions 2

cha fure Rule, and an happy order, and unity,

were born? Why muft the Charch have no peace but upon
fuch terms?Who made this Neceffity,chat all men muft be taken
.for intolerable fchifmaticks that dare not ftint themfelves in the

-publick worfhip by your impofitions?Will you not bc._comfoungé

T e it
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E‘{)bcfore God, when thefe Queftions muft be anfwered ? The
l urchmight have kept both Peaceand her Paftors, if you had
et all alone as the Apoftlesleft it, and had not turned the forms
ofyour Devotions to be a fnare for others.

9. dnditis great unmercifulnefs to the S onls of particalar men, -
when you will drive them into fuch fnares, and ccmpe!l them to
ng againft their confciences in indifferent things : what ever is not
of faith is fin. And whether they believe it good or bad, you will
compell them to pra&ife all that you impofe.Have you not Con-
fCances your felves? Do yoeunot know whatitisfora man to be
driven againft hisConfcience ? If not, youare no Chriftians:and
then no wonder if you want the Charity and compafiion of Chri-
fhan,and fo cafily for nothing, abufe and injure the Chriftian
canfe, ;

10. And in thus deing, you deal anjufily » and do not as you
wonld be done by. You would have Liberty yonr felves now to
ufea Liturgy : And why fhould not othcrs bave Liberty to
difufeit ? Either you take it fora thirg Neceffary init felf, or
for Indifferent. It as Neceffary, then you ar¢ {fo much the -
more arrogant.aﬂd injurious to tke Chprches and your ufur pati-
on is the more intolerable,and you domuch to Juftifiethem that
deprive you of your own liberty:For Iknow no Liberty that you
fhould have ro make univerfal Laws for the Church : or to make
new duties by your own meer wills, or turn Indifferent things
into Neceffary, and fo to mulfiply our work, and burden,and
danger ; and'to filence, fofpend ©F excommunicateall thar dare
not fubmit to your ufurped Dominion. But if youtakeit fora
: a Torm of prefcri-

thing init felf Indifferent, whether we pray in i
ntent that you have your Li-.

bed words,or not,then as-we are conten !
berty on one part, you have as juft caufe to aliow us our liberty
on the other,and to do as you would be done by.
; 11. And by\ thefe Impoﬁ[ions’}oufft np a New O_ﬂfct'or Power
1% the Charch, Confifting of a New Legiﬂation, and a Coversment
of the Church by fuch new bumane Laws. We know no Law-
giver but 1. Chrift as to univerfal Laws of flanding neceffity
-o the Churches, in the matters of Salvation.And 2 Magifirates
ination of thofe

to make by-laws under Chrift for a juft determ: ‘

mutable circumftances that ought to be dererm.tpcd by humane

Prudence yand 3. The Minifters or Paftors of particuclar Churcl‘:
€cc
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es to dire® and guide the people as there is caufe. As for
Bithops or Couscils, we know of no Legiflative Power that
they have over their Brethren, though Agreements they may
make, which may Be obligatory, 1. by confent, as other son-
tra®s, 2. and in order to unity, where the cafe requireth fuch
Agreements. Butto fet upa’New fort of Jurifdiction in the -

- Church, by Legiflation to make Forms and Ceremonies obl:gato-

ry, and by Executions to punifh Paftors that will not practife
them,is a dangerous device.

" 12. Lafly by this means you will harden the Papifts, that by
their Isventions and Impsfitions have divided the Church, andbecn
Zuilty of [0 much ufurpation and tyrannie ; For how can we CoD-
demn chat in themthat is pracifed by our felves? And though
in number of Inventionsand Impofitions they exceed, yet itis
not well to concur with them in the kind of unneceffary 1m-
pofitions,and fo far to Juflifie them in their injury-to the Churcl:

If none of thefe or other Reafors will alloy the Imperious
diftemper of the Proud, but they muft needs by a ufurped LegiF

lationbe making Ind:fferent things become neceffary to others,
and domineer over mens ynfciences,and the Church of God,we
muft leave them to him,that being the Lord and Lawgiver of the.
Ct‘mrch, is Pealous of his Prerogative, and abhorreth Idots, and
will not give his glory to another and that delighteth to pull
down the Proud, and humble them that exalt themfeves. A
But yet how far an Agreement or voluntary Confent of the
Churches is defirable asto a I rgy, 1 thall fhew more anon-

Prop. 7. TH E [afeft wayof compofing a frinted Litnrgse,* .
take it all, or 4smuch as may be, for words as wel
4smaster, ont of the Holy Scriptures. »

Reaf. 1. This way isleaft lyable to fcruple, becaufe sll are
fatisfied of the infallible Truth of Scripture, and the fitnefs of its
expreffions, that are not like to be fatisfied with mans. ~ And
it isa laudable difpofition in the Creature to prefer the words of
God beforeall other, and therefore not to bedifcouraged in
any, -

Reaf. 2. This way tends moft to the peace of the Church.

.

Al will unite in the words of God, that will not unitent
: ey el e forms

em—
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forms and words of men. 1If they underftand not’a word of -
God,yet'knowingiz to be true, they will not quarrel with ic,
but fubmit : Buatif they underftand not the words of men, they
will be ready to fufpe& them,and fo to quarrel with chem, and fo
the Churches peace will be broken. Befides, the judgements of
men being fallible, many will fufpe that its poffible chere may
be fome error in their forms, though we fee them not, and God
fhould be worfhiped in the fureft way. o

Reaf. 3. There is no other words that may be preferred
before the words of God, or ftand in Competition withthem :
and therefore me thinks this fhould eafily be decided.

Obje®. Bar the Scripture bath nor forms enongh for all the
(hurches nfes. Anfw, It hath matter and words for fuch
Yorms. Withoutany additions, fave only terms of Conne&ion,
the fentences of holy Scripture may fuffice the Church for all its
ufes, as to form#. ' 1o

Obje®. But men may [peak untruths in Scripture words if
they will, and by mi/}lariﬁgdnd.érlifdppl]ing them, may make
them (peak what was never mcant in them.  Anfw. Bat 1.When

etheyufe no expofitory terms of their’ own, but meerly recite

- the words of Scripture, e perverting them will not be fo eafieer
common : And 2. When they have plac_ed them how they
pleafe, the people are ieft atliberty to mterpret them ac-
cording to the fence they bavein the Scriprure, and not accord-
ing to what mens: mifplacing may feem to put upon them :
when we profeffzdly make our forms out of Gods word,we do as
it were tell the people that they muft give each fentenceits pro-
per interpretation as’its meantin Scripture,.becaufewe Pm“:‘ ;
not to change it, but to ufe it. But when its our own wor fs
shat we compofe our own impofed forms in, the people are lefe
more uncertain of the foundnefs. . For the maker is the Inter-
preter, O

ObjeR. But the Church bath anticnt venerable forms already s
and who may prefume to alter them ? '

Anfw.1.Hath it any that are more Anc b a
then the Scripture ? undoubtedly it hath not ; nor any but muit.
foop toScriprare. 2. All that is in the words of Scripture,
we are contented be continued ( at leat.) 3. If it were
lawful for the firlt devifers or compilers of thefe Forms, to

Ccc 2 ' make

ient or more veaera ble
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- make a ffew Liturgy, when the Church had fo many :f i(l):rs’
+  thenisitlawful for others to do the like. And if theco lz A
of the firft of thofe Liturgies, might make a new one {l‘: Seri-
own words, why may not others make a new one in t s
-pture words, that will be new ouly as to the co(!{mfe e
Sentences ? 4. The Charch of Rome that is mo Omfon
forms, baveyet fo often innovated, that they baveno
- to condemn it in others.

e

j Lo in Scriptare
Prop. 8. Prop. 8. Hougb';t be fﬂﬁ’ﬂ and mg/} :ygn;rgb[e 1773
P + g T words, yet is not this of [ogreat neceffit), ffﬂf .S't:)r‘:f
| we. may Liwfally nfe a Liturgy thas is not thas. taken-ont 0
pture. . . : 3 5
As long as the matter isagreeable to Scripture, it is mOre

‘ : is-eafil
Conveniency, then necefficy that the words be thence,as!s ¥
‘proved.

SRR R o : hat
-I. Inour Preaching we judge it lawfull to fpeak word: :nay
are not in the Scripture : therefore by parity of reafon, W
do fo in Prayer. : £y 5
Ee R ET our
2. Inour extemporase Prayers we judge it mf'fut‘,l ?:f‘iee we -
own words that are not taken out of Scripture : the
may do fo ina Liturgy. . at
3. Some ggklons gZy be fo ftrange to Scripture hng;?gﬁ;:to k
for a time™more familiar Phrafes may be. more edily :
them. ”
2 fore Our
4. Wordsarebut toexprefs our minds : If thcrlffgiieréd
words are congruous expreffions of found and W-:nt An
€onceptions, they are not only lawful,-but conven! ari’cl i
therefore it i$ not warrantable for any man to q9 plEthe.ufc
expreffions becaufe they are not Scriptural, nor to {cru

st A : f Seri=
of Liturgies, becaufe the forms are not in the words 0
pture.:

okt et et L BL Y

<38 2% : . . £ > hl‘ﬂ‘bwe gx-‘

*Prop. 9. T H E matter of 4 common Lis#hrgy inw J/:

Prop. 9. £0p.9 peid M]";mm{ Concord, fronldnot be any donbifn ’
or snneceffary things. %

: onies,,.
* 1.Itthouid impofe. no doubtfull or unneceflary cerem ok
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(of which I fhall fpeak by it felf in thenext Difputation. )
2. Itfhould not reftrain men needlefly in things indifferent, by
determining of mutable circamftances, as time, place, gefture,
veftures, woflds, ¢#c. ( Ofwhichalfo in the next. ) 3. Tt thould
not make thofe things to be of general indifpenfable immautable. -
neceffity, that are but fometimes neceffary, or mect; but Pa-
ftors thould have their Liberty to vary them as there s occafion.
g-. Mach {efs thould any thing Materialiy dubious and uncertain
eputin, : R sy
For God will be worfhipped in knowledge and faith. And,

asis faid before, the Church will be divided, and the Confci-
ences of men enfnared, by laying fo much on unneceffary
things. Andtherefore though fuch impofers pretend to a perfe-
@er Unity and Concord , then in a few Generals ot Neceflaries
~can be had, yet they will find they mifs their mark. B

3 e g

Prop. 10. H’Umvme Forms of publick, prayer, or other wor- o o?
: . & pip ( exceptinj; Zhe fore?ex{:pted Neceﬁarmep' 2
cafes, as Pfalms, ¢c.) [foanldmor be conflantly afed by Mi-
~ wifters, that have their liberty, and areable to w without thes:
Nor fhouid any be ordinarily admitted into'the iniftry (excepe
“smibe g):m; nece[fities of the C baurch)thas are not able to pray with-
 ons fuch forms. T L
" Jnthis Propofition are thefe confiderable pointsimplyed,and
expreffed. 1. Thatitisnot unfit to have forms by the common
~ Agreement of the Paftors, to be ufed when its meet ( as is be--
~fore and after exprefled. ) There are few Nations it the W(l)rld,
fo well provided for with able Minifters, but :hat‘.fo;n; P acc;s
-muft be fupplied with menthat bave need of forms Of rayer,
-if not of-Prelyu , compofed by others. And therefore it l;s
ficteft chat ould have Forms thatare Agreed on byﬂ: :
And therefore T doubt not butavhen we came newly out .:.’e m‘]’& :
pery , and had not a full fupply of preachers, it wasa Wi .
jawfull courfe to compofe a common form of ﬁm)e;.abuﬁv >
1. Tt will be the fureft way to keep out unfo@d!l; [:“bm_ ot
paflages, when nothing is allowed as ﬂPPb]"khor £ falleft
hath obtained the commou confent.2.1t wnl! be the wafy g n #
concord : - when forms are necc(féry, there s mOrc ¢4+ °"°°§Bf_;
, 56€ 3+




