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( o f which I lhall fpeak by it felf in the next Deputation. ) 
2. Itftiould notreftrain men needlefly in things indifferent, by 
determining of mutable circumftances, as time, place, gefture, 
vef tures ,wofts ,^ . ( O f which alfo in the next.) 3 . I t f t iould 
not make thofe things to be of general indifpenfable immutable 
neceffity, that arc but fometimes neeeflary,or meet - butPa-
ftors (hould have their Liberty to vary them as there is occafion. 
4- Much lefs {hould any thing Materially dubious and uncertain 
be put in. . . . . ' , 

For God willbeworfhippcdin knowledge and faith. And, 
asisfaid before, the Church will be divided, and the Conla-
ences of men enfnared, by laying fo much on unneceliary 
things. And therefore though fuch impofers pretend to a perte-
£ e r Unity and Concord , then in a few Generals or Neceflanes 
can be had, yet they will find they mifs their mark. 

Prop. 10. O V m t n e Forms of publick fr*Fr> ^ h e r ^ o r m p r o p . 10: 
1 : 1 Jbip ( excepting the fore-excepted Neceffary 

Cafes as Pfalms, &c) fhanldnot be confttntly ufed bj Ml-
nitler) that have their liberty, and are able to pray wtthom them: 
nZLulTa^be ordinarily admitted into the iMtmftrj (except 
mrJhouU any * J c h m h ) t h a t are not able to pray with
in the great necejjtttes oj tne i*vm*»s 
§ " l f f i £ ™ n * * * are thefeconfiderable poiny implyed,and 
ex JreSd T T h ^ i t is not unfit to have forms by the common 
A g ^ m e n t o f thePaftor,, tobe u^ed when its meet (as ^be-
r ^ a n d a f t e r e * ^ 
fo well provided for with able Mmifters but: to r 
rnuft beSupplied with men that have \ £ 
i f n o t o f P r e v W , compofed by other*, A M 
fitteftthat f u W f L u l d have Forms that are Agreed on y 
And therefore I doubt not buwvhen we came newlyouto 
pery , and had not a full fupply of f ^ ^ J ^ e r . F o r , 
lawfull courfe to compofe a common rorm i d t b o f t v c 
1. I t will be the fureft way to keep out ™ ^ ™ ( o Y m b u t w h a c 
paffiges, when nothing is allowed tii » P«P e w o f faUeft 

hath obtained the commoncon^.2. t wi Concord 
concord* when forms are neceffary, there is more v ^ 
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5 / 1 : f ° , ° " e ' t h s t i s «Pproved found) then to have as m£ 
S S w e n p M f e ' 3 T h e t ^ches may the better know whom 
nniki c o m m u n , o n with in Prayer, f thourh the PaRors may be 
unabi e t o pray without forms ) when they kno#the fubftance 
anH K ^ r r a y e r L , t T h e M a gMra te may the better do his duty 
t b > l Y » l % ° f n I C f ° r t h c f e r V ! C e t h a c i s o f c e d to God,even by 

Zrlf^ftPfr

or5

?

a^^^atGodsnarnebenotabufcd. k 
I A ,7r d \ f i r a b I e c h « a Common Litursy be extant. 

ficion b e ! o b K * A ^ , l K £ h e f £ R u l b S C O m ; i n e d m £ h £ P r 0 P ° * 
withnnf n r m 3 n ^ o r d a i n e < * a Mincer that is not able to Pray 
the wnwi• JT» T f u c h a m - n n e r asisnotdiflionourableto 
requTre t> P A M ? o d > u n i e f s c ^ Nccrffity c f the Churches (hail 
the Cmnth h T d s , o f t h e C h u r c h w*H agree to this, that 

Church have the ableft Paftors that can be got. 
carfbe; rhn. f r ^ l * n 0 t r ° b e h o P e d f ° r that all the Churches 
A p £ ™ £ $ U c d - r a t , e a f t i n h V ) i f t h e Ordainersor 
^ & o u , D l l c ^ r ^ a t U i y t o t h e w o r k m . / ^ o r other ne-
craments «L t * r e n o t a b I c ' competently to adminifter Sa-
u f e the Form Agreed o n

C 3 F o r r a o f P r a y e r ' I e t l h e m ^ f u c h w 

t f o V m f h ? p e y a p ? r o v e o n , y ° f f u c h a s a r e a b I e t ° do it without 
che, FH fi y e C f o w c a k , V ( f o m e o f l h c m J a * * lefs to the Chur-
f o m e Z . C a t , ° r V t b e n t h e form would be, let fuch beadvifed, 
are^moreabl^ f e t h e F o r m 3 ^ ^ c t i m c t o forbear i t , till they 

it i s t f ^ i i w \ C * 7 3 y b e n o d i < W u r to the publick Forny hat 
b ,r u, I 2 r h C W M k M t h e Ableft Minifters fometime ufe 

aVainft rhTv 6 C a U C I O n / : 1 < L e c t h ™ not be compelled to it 
agamit their judgements, butperfwaded. 2. Let not the ableft 

men \ ZuWeTs YJ " 2* ™*k> ( " l e f t t h r o w n judge-
morefeldom } " W e a k e r u f e i c o f t e " n d t h e A b l e r 

5 Let neither of them (that'ean competently worfhlp God 
wuhoun t j u f c t CcnfioMtiji but fometime ufe i t , and fome-

™ e ™ ! t - And this is the main point that I intend in 
fons f ™ p o f u i 0 n > a n d therefore (hall now briefly give my Rea-

Reaf. j . The conftant ufe of firms (and fo of Ceremonies and 



C 3 8 ? ) 
my Indifferent things ) doth potently tend to perfwade the peDp/i 
that they are matters of NeceJJity, and not indifferent. All the 
words that you can ufe will not fausfie them that it is indifferent, 
it you ufe it not Indifferently. Wc fee by experience the 
power of cuftome with the vulgar. 

But you will fay , What if they do overvalue it as nt* 
cejjarj, what danger U in that} Ianfwer very much. i . They 
will offer God a blind kind of fervice , while they place 

worihip in that which is no part of worfhip ( as forms are 
not,as fuch ) but an indifferent circumftance. 2. They will be 
hereby induced to uncharitable cenfures of other Churches or 
perfons that think otherwife,or difufe tbofe cuftoms. 3. They 
will be ftrongly induced to rebell againft their Magiftrates and. 
Paftors, if they fhall judge it meet to change thofe cuftoms. 
4-They will turn that {treats of their zeal forthefe indifferent 
things thatfhould be laid out on the matters ofNeceffky; 
and perhaps in vain will they worihip God, by an outfide by-
pocriticall worfhip, while they thus take up with mens Traditi
ons. 5 . They will forfake Gods own Ordinances , when they 
cannot have them cloathed with their defired mode. All this 
we fee in our dayes at home.* The moft ignorant and ungodly 
do by hundreds and thoafands, rejecT Church difcipline, and 
Sacraments, and many of them the Prayers and Afferablies them-
felves, becaufe they have not the Common Prayer, or/becaufe 
the Churches kneel not at the Lords Supper in the ad of Re
ceiving , and fuch like. So that it is a grievous pkgue to our 
peoples fouls to be led into thefe miftakes , and to think 
that Circumftances and things indifferent, are matters of Ne-
ccffity. 

And yet on the other ilde , left the conftant difafe of all con
venient forms, {hould lead the people into, the contrary ex-
tream,to think them all unlawful! ( and fo to be guilty ©f"thc 
like uncharitable cenfures and evils as afor-efaid) I think it fa- . 
feft, that the ableft men {hould fometime ufe them. And this 
Indifferent ufe of them, will lead the people to indifferent 
thoughts of. them, and fo they will not provoke God by blind 
worf t i ip , nor be fo ready to fl y in the faces of their Mmifters 
when theycrofs them herein, as now they are. For example, 
what a ftifrhave we i f men may not kneel at the Sacrameer, or 
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-if the dead ( in cafe of Minifters abfence, or other hinderance ) 
thave not foraewhat faid over them at the grave •, and in fome 
.places, i f Miniftersgo not in pfoceflion in Rogation week, and 
many fuch likecuftoms. I f thefe were fometime ufed (in a good 
and lawfullway ) it would keep men from miftaking them to 
be unlawfull ; and i f they were fometime difufed , people* would 
not take them as things necefTary, nor fo hate and reproach 
both Minifters and brethren that neglect them,or do not alwayc* 
humour them herein , yea or that were againft them: nor would 
men feparate on thefe accounts. 

Reaf. 2. The conflant ufe of Forms of Prayer depriveth people of 
their Minifters gifts, and potently tendeth to work the people into a 

. dull jrot-mailty, and to ameer out fide heart left ki»d offerviceJNtid* 
is as great an enemy to ferious Devotion,and confequendy to 
mens falvation,as almoft any thing thats tobe found among pro-
feffed Chriftians in the Church.How dangeroufly and obftinate-
ly do fuch delude themfeives, and think that they are as upright
ly religious as the beft? and fo refufe all the humbling con
vincing light that (hould bring them to a change, and blindly 
mifapply the promifes to themfeives, and go on in meer prefutn-
ptiontothclaft : and all becaufe' they thus draw neerto God 
with their lips, and fay over a form of words, when their 
hearts are far from him, and they know not, or obferve not what 
they fay. 

And that conftancy in Forms doth potently tend to this 
dead formality, we need no other proof then experience. How 
hard doth the heft man find it to keep up life and ferioufnefs in 
the conftant hearing or fpeaking of the fame words ? I f you 
fay that it is our fault* I grant i t : but it is an uncurable fault 
while we are in the f l e f t i : or at kaft its few that ever are 
very rcuch cuf tdof i t , and non wholly. Theres much alfoin 
nature it fclf to caufe this. A man that delighteth in Mufick is 
weary of i t , i f he have conftantly the fame inftrumcnt and 
tune .* or at leaft cannot polTibly have that delight that Vari
ety would afford him. So is it in recreations, and oft in dyer, 
and other things. Novelty affe&eth : Variety pleafeth : ~ o m " 
monnefs dulleth us. And though we muft not therefore nave 
ft New God, oraNewChri f t , or a New Gofpel ( the /olncis 
4>f thefe affordetb the foul a daily variety <: a?jd alfo their per^ 



fe&goodncfs is fuch as leaves no need of a variety in kind J 
yet is it meet that Miniftcrs fhould have a gratefull variety of 
Mannery to keep up delight and defire in their people. A Cick 
ftoraack cannot cake ftiU the frmePbyfick, nor the fame difh. 
I know that an ancient prudent man, efpecially the Learned 
Paftor himfelf.tbat better comprehendeth what a form of words 
contains, can make a much better ufe of forms, then younger 
Chriftians can do. Bat I think wich all, I am furc with the 
generality, (to whom we muft have refpcd; a conftant form is 
a certain way to bring the Soul to a cold inlenfible formal wor
fhip. r ] J 

And on the other fide.ifa form be Confiantly dtf*fed9*nd peo
ple have not fometimes arecitallof the fame, again and again, 
ic may tend to breed a childilh levity, and giddynefs in 
Religion, as if it were not the matter, but meer Novelty and 
variety that did plcafe > Andfoic may alfoeafily make Hypo
crites, who (hall delude themfelves with conceits that they 
delight in God and in his word, when \t is but in thefe novelties 
and varieties of expreffion, that they arc tickled and delighted 5 
and their itching ears being pleafed, they think it proves a work 
of faving grace on the heart. And therefore to fix C h r i s m and 
make them found, that they grow not ™ « > n 

be not as children carryed up and down with variety 0f doftrme. 
orofmodcs,Ithinkit would beufeful to have a ^ « « « fe«-
fonableufe of fome forms as to the manner as well as often to 
inculcate the fame matter ; Avoiding ftill that conftancy hat 
tends to dull their appetites, and make them weary or formal in 

t b S k ' 3 • The enfant nfe of a ftinted ^ h j j ^ 
Prayer, doth much tend u the remifnefs and neghgence of the Mm 
ftry. When they know that the duty requ.reth no cxerc.ie 
of their invention, and that before the Church they may as we 
perform it with an unprepared as with a prepared mind, it 
ftrongly tempt them (and prevail too ?nnnn\y)to neget t tM 
ftirringupoftheir gifcs,and the preparing ofthat 
they know that before* men they may 0 " ^ ^ ^ t h e 
coJe offas well without « ^ 
greateft fenoufnefs of devotion.we mult expeci 
do accordingly.For we fee tbac M i o i t e . are-nen.aad too many 
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are carryed as well as others, with the dream of temptati
on. But thofe Prayers and other duties that depend upon their 
parts, require preparation, or at leaft fome prefent care and di
ligence for the awakening of their hearts, and excitation of their 
faculties. 

Reaf. 4. But the principal danger of a conftant ufe of pre-
fcribea forms \isjeft it fhould let in an unworthy Miniftrj into tke 
Church. For though I had rather have as weak Minifters as 
I before defcribed, then none; yet it will be very dangerous 
when fuch are tolerated becaufe of Ncceffity Jeft the negligence 
of Ordainersand Approvers will take advantage of this, and 
pretend neceflity where there is none, or hearken to them that 
come with fuch pretences, and fo undo the Church by an igno
rant inefficient Min i f t ry ; fo hard is it for men to avoid one ex-
tream without running into another. Now the utter prohibition 
of ftinted forms will prevent this, but not without an evil on the 
other fide, And therefore to avoid the evils on both fidef, me 
thinks it would be beft to let fuch forms be ufed, but unconitant-
ly , unlefs by men that will lie under the difhonour of being able 
to do no better. And that diflionor will hinder men from reft-
ing in them, and the frequent exercife of other mens gifts, will 
awaken them to their duty, and the neceflity of it will as well 
keep out inefficient men as if there were no form at all. For 
an inefficient man can no more perform the work once a day 
without a form, then twice a day. I (hall add no more Rea-
fons, becaufe they that write againft forms of Prayer, though 
they run too far, have faid enough of the inconveniences. The 
motion that I make being for a voluntary and an unconftant 
ufe of them,I rauft expect to meet with objections on both fides, 
which I fliall briefly anfwer. 

Object 1, Object. 1. Thofe that are utterly againft forms, will fay that 
I am opening under pretence of Peace and Liberty away to let in 
*n mlawfull worfhip and a lazy infufpeient Miniftry. To which 
I anfw. 1. For them that take all forms to be unlawfull, I think 
them fitter for compafsionthen difputes ,and judge their reafon 
to be as low as the Quakers that cry down the ufe of hour-
glafTei, and fermon-notes, and preaching on a Text of Scripture. 
2. And for the reft of the objection, its anfwered before, 
The ufc of a Liturgy in the way defcribed, will not more Counr 

tenance. 
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tenancea lazy inefficient miniftry, nor hurt the Church, then i f 
there were none. 

Ob je&. 2. But what need is there of it ? Are we not well without Ob/eel. 
it ? why wwld you diflurb our peace, to pleafe the advetfaries ? 
Anfw. i . We are not without a Liturgy, at {hall be further 
fhewedy and therefore you cannot fay we are well with-
*t*t it. 2. Some yong weak Minifters (we muft fpeak the 
t ruth ) do wrong both Baptifm and the Lords Supper by many 
railcarriages, for want of further help*. 3. Wales and many 
parts of England muft be fupplyed with Forms, or be without, 
wh ch is worfe. 4. The Confciences of many of thofe that you 
call adverfaries (and I call Brethren) muft be indulged with the 
liberty of a Convenient form, or elfe we lhall not walk charita
bly^ v 

On the otberfide it will be objeded, by them that would Object, 
have all men forced to the conftant ufe of form?, 1. that If wc 
have not forms ^men may vent what they pleafe in prayer : feme 
raik in prayer ,and feme vent error, and fome rebellion, & o Anfw. 
I . This Argument makes againlt all Prayer of Minifters, buC 
what is prefcribed. For i f you force them to a form, andyee 
give them leave with their Sermons to ufc alfo either extempo-
rare or formed Prayers of their own, they may as well vent 
rebellion, herefie or malice in them, as i f they had no Liturgy 
at all. And if you would have Miaifters ufe no prayer but what 
they read out of the impofed books, for fear of thefe inconveni
ences, you will (hew your felvei enemies to the Church, and 
cure an inconvenience with amifchief. 2. And i f men were 
forbidden all prayer but by the Book, yet it is more eafie to 
vent error or malice in a Sermon. So that unlefs you tie them 
alfo to forbear preaching fave out of an impofed book, you are 
never thebetter.And if y ou would do fo,you arc forry helpers of 
the Church. 3. You have a better remedy then thefe at hand. 
Put no fuch Jnfufficient men, or Hereticks into the Miniftry, 
that will fo abufe prayer : or if they be crept in, put them out 
again, and put better in their places, that will not abufe it. I f 
forae Phyfitians kill men by ignorance or malice, will you tie 
them all to go by a Book and give but one medicine, or will 
you not rather caft out the unworthy, and licence only abler 
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Object. 2. Object. 2. But how can 1 Joy* with a Minifter in prayer, If 
I know not before hand what he will fay^ when for ought 1 k*w he 
may pray blafphemy or herefie t 

ijdnfw. i . By this objection, you take it to be unlawful to 
joyn with any prayers at all, whether pubiick or private, but 
what you know before : And fo i t feerns you think all prayer 
but whats by the book, unfit for any but a folitary perfon. And 
if this be your mind,that your Book-Prayers muft needs (hut out 
all others, blame not men fo much to (hut out your Book, when 
you fo far provoke them. 2. According to this Objection you 
muft not fend for the Minifies to pray with you when yon are 
fick, or in trouble, unlefs he tye himfelf to your Book. And 
why then may cot another do it as well as he 5 or at leaft, the 
fillycft man that can read as well as the moft able ? 3. I t is the 
work of the Minifter, to be the peoples mouth in prayer to God, 
and therefore i f he fail in the manner of hisown work.it is his fin,, 
and not yours, and you may no more refufe for that to joyn 
with him, then fubjects may refufe to obey the foveraign power 
becaufe of fome mifcarris ges, yea or to fight for them,and defend 
them. 4. Your prefence fignifiech not your confent to all that 
you hear from a Minifter: And your Heart is not to follow him 
in evil,but in good; and therefore feeing you arc at Jiberty,wku 
caufeoffcruple have you } 5. I t is fuppofed that no man i * 
ordinarily admitted,or toIeratc-J in the Miniftry, that will fo 
abufe prayer that men may not lawfully joy" witfc 
them. I f they are fuch, caft them out : I f you cannot call 
them out, i f they are Herericks or Biafphemer?, come not neer 
tbem.But if they are men fit for to be tolerated in tbeMiniftry, 
you have reafon to truft them fo far in their office, as not to ex-
ped Herefiesor Blafphemies from them,tiil you hear them: And 
i f you bear them guilty offuch.after a Firft and Second admoni
tion avoid them. But let not wicked uncharitable cenfures be 
an argument againft the worfhip of God. You know not but 
a Phyfitian may poifon you, and yet you will choofe thebeit 
you can, and then truft your lives with him. You may much 
fflore do fo by a Minifter, becaufe you proceed not by fo itnphcitc 
a faith in the matters of your Salvation. You may retufe any 
evil that the Minifter offereth. 

Objed. 3. Object. 3. Bnt many of' themfpe*kju*finctandftnreverent 
. 7 ' Words, 
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words \md abufe Gods v9rfiip.Anfw.Gtt better in their fteid,*hat 
are able to do Gods work in a more mitable manner. Bat fee 
that your quarrelfome capricious wits, do not odiouUy aggra
vate impcrfedions,or make faults where there are none. And 
remember that you have not Angels, but men to be your l a 
bors ; and therefore imper&dions muft be expeded: But a 
blefsi g may accompany imperfedadminiftrations. But it leo-
plevPatron, and Ordainer will choofeweak men when tney 
may have better, they may thank themfelves. A Common 
Prayer book will make but an impeded fupply, inftead of an 
ableMmifter: Though in fome cafes I am for i t . " a t o " X ^ V _ . A 

Objeft. 4. But prayer is a fpeakjng to God : and therefore Object 4, 
menfiouldfay nthinv bat what is exattly weighed hejorefoana. ^ 

Anfw. 1. We grant all this. But men may weigh before 
hand the matter of their requefts, without preparing a rorm or 
words: or a man may fore-confider of his words, without a 
Prayer-book. 2. Preaching is a fpeaking ™ G o d s "*meJ J 
thoHghGodfpeak.byus^ndas Cbrifis embaffadors t» b i S J f ' a t 
2 Cor. 5, lL 2 0 / And to fpeak as in Chnfts ftead and Gods 
name, requireth as great preparation, as to fpeak to God in trie 
oeoDlesname. I t feems more, as it were to reprefent Chnftm 
peoples IUIU*. whi!e we reprefent but the peo-

pie And cberefore by tnis MS™?™ 2iV, • t a s m l n that looks 
neicher.but by a book preferred. j .God is not. »s n • , f 

noft atoratory and fine words.lt .s an h u f f i b l c . a m m * * ' ™ u « 
honeft heart that he looks at: And where he ! f « ^ M » g 
defires, and that the matter of Prayer » apeeab le o b « wi l l , °e 
will bear with many a homely word.One Cold ^ ^ ^ ^ 

\ ; the mercyjs more odious with God then a t n o U l * . , m l d 

W \ andSo!*ciftm,and unhandfome words.Yet the n d 

W carefully be bokt to:but men (hould not miftake ^emfelvesana 
think that God judgeth by the outward ap^rance ^ d « m 
iudgeth.4.Still I fay ,getMimftersthat ̂ ^ n t ^ . \ J n it 
have inefficient ones. A man on a / ? m r ^ r t £ f t

,

c n f t 0 i n a r y -
likelier to provoke God, by a carele.s, beai i\cx , 
fervice, and'meer lip labour, let the the words ^ ne*r io 
then another (that fears God j is like tc.provoke h.ra by 
derly or unhandiomc words s Though both (hould be avo 
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ObjiCt. 5. . 5 • winds are not able to go along with a Mnfier 

on toe- f*ddeyi,unlefs we knew what be will fay bej*re hand, 
h i A A d l h & m f o u l that marten what isfaid, may with 
noiy affections go along with a Minifter without knowing what 
he will fay before hand. The experience of Qiriftiansconfuteth 
this objection 2. And this would not only plead for a f o r m > t 
Hut out all other prayer: which i f Efficient to difgrace it with 
any understanding man. 

Objcd. 6. Thepublic^Trajers of the Church are they that 
T T f 7" b y ° m conC{irre*ce : own conceived Prayers are 
l J t U v r l V a t e r P r ^ e r s °f t h e M»&r. Anfw. The Min.fter 
M a pubhck perfon , and his prayers pubiickly made for and in 
the ehurch^areas much the Publick prayers of that Church as 
^ „ y r ^ € r C [ C a d 0 U C 0 f a n impofed Book.- But indeed when 
many Uiurches Agree in a form, that form may fo far becalled 
P„kr " I T 0 0 P r a y e r s o f a ] 1 r h o r e Churches: but its no more the 
pr i ! A 0 f , a n y 0 0 6 C h u r c h then fudden conceived pray-

Object 7 ^ ~ ^ ^ r ^ — 
CwrTado* T , 7 t 4 ' C m f H f t 0 H "tlit make in the Church if one 
kali I f 1Z fif ^ * Form> a»* ™& »™> ™J m n 

J*sU be left to do what he lift i n Prajer t 
d i n n e r l f i i s , s

t

t n e v o k e o f that Ignorance, Pride, and Pivi-
t h e C ^ t h e Schifmsand troubles of 
i r P o f e d r e r m

 C h u r c h e s h a v e n o Peace but on yo«r 

L ^ e ^ f a y y ° U r forms of Prayer,though 
but P r o u d d P 1 ° U S a n d Peaceable as you? Nothing 
i f we Z i I™|anny a n d u nchar i4 le cruelty will fay fo. z.But 
muft ft„? n e e d s , ? " A ^ in the manner oJf our Prayers, we 

T w h i h l T a l l / o r r o s , and agree all to be without them 
vou rTn Z c ° n f e n c n o t t o . ) For there is no one Form that 
invention M ? a t a ! 1 ^ou ld agree in , thats of humane 
invention: Not but that we nsay well d o i t : b n t i t w / W * . 
3 • How nad the Church Unity before any of your forms 
were Known? 4. i f it be no biernifh for feverai Nations to have 
£verai horms , and manners , it is tolerable for feveral 
r h ^ g n g a t J 0 1 5 ^ 5 ' H ° W d i d t h e Ancient Churches maintain 
merr unity, when Liturgies were in ufe, and the variety w*« 

fo 



C 3 P O 
fb great as is commonly known ? Many Churches bad no firg-
ing of Pfalms ( Vid- Pamel. in Cyprian, de Orat. Dom. Not.6.) 
Others ufed it by the whole Aflemblies ( fee Ball's Friendly 

1 ryal, page 60. citing the Authors that atteft i t ) Other Chur
ches did ufe to fing by courfe, or two at a time. ( See it proved 
by Ball ibid, out of many witnelTes.) This variety and much 
more confined then with Unity, and may do now, when forced 
uniformity will not. 6. We are all now at Liberty what Ge-
fture we will ufe in ringing Pfalms, &c and is here any difcord 
hence arifing? But men were forced to kneeling only in Recei
ving the Lords Supper, and there came in difcord. Mens fan
cies makes that feem confufion that is no fuch thing. No more 
then that all that hear or pray, have not the fame coloured 
cloaths, completions, &c. . 

Obje&. 8. But Jbonld not men obey Authority in forms and Object 8. 
matters of iydifferency} Anfve. They Oiould, if they be indeed 
indifferent. Butfhould Authority therefore enfnare the Church 
with needlefs Jmpofitions ? All men will not be fatisfied of the 
Indifferency. I have heard many fay that they would preach in 
a fools Cap and'Coac i f authority command them. Butisic 
therefore fit that Authority (hould command it ? All men will 
not judge it lawfull to obey them in fuch cafes, and fo there will 
be needlefs fnares laid to intrap and divide men. 

O b j e c t antiquity is••for fet forms, and therefore No-<y^§. 9. 
vehy, mu(l mt be permitted to exclude them. , 

Anfw. 1. Let Scripture be the Rule for deciding this, whicn 
is the chief witnefs of Antiquity : and let the oldeft way pre
vail. 2. Forms were at firit introduced in Variety, and not as 
neceffaryfor the Churches Unity to Agree in one : And they 
were left to the Paftors Liberty, and none were forced to any 
forms of other mens coropofing. When ^ / f e t u p b i s N e w 
forms of Pfalmodie and other Worfhip, which the Church ot 
Neocafarea were fo offended at, he did not for all thatimpole 
it on them, but was content to ufe it in his Church at C*/*"*- Qu:^ 10 

Objed. 10. No man can now fay what is the worfap'f ^ < V J 

among usy becaufe there is no Liiurgy , but its mutable as every per-
fen f leafes. F 

Anfw. We have a Liturgy, and are agreed in all the parts or 
worfhip. To have forms or no forms is no part of if, b a L . a 

cumftance or mode, • ** 



The fumm. T " H ^ f u m m " t h i s i 1 • W s h a v e a l r e a h a fiinteti L l t f t r & -
1 i . A form of Dotlrine in Scripture, 2, Real forms i* Sa

craments 3. A verbal formin Baptizing, 4- A form in delivering 
the Lords Supper. %. A Creed ( nfed at Baptifm ) *s a form of 

tildes forms C0MfeJTun' 6 ' W e R e a * t h e Pf*tt»s as Liturgical forms of prat ft 
^r'Cacc-0 m and prayer, 7. We have forms of finging Tfalms. 8. We have 
dvifms. a form of blefsing the people in the End. 9. And of Excommuni

cation Qfee the Government of the Church, & c . ) 10. And of Ab-
folution. 11. And of'Marriage. 12. And Minifters prepara
tion makes much of their Sermons a form. 13. And they Are 
at liberty to pray in a form: they Pleafe. 

z.No more is necejfary {of it f e l f ) unlefs ( accidentally) 
Authority or Peace^ &c. require it. 

3. / / Peace, &c. require a form Jet it be one,by common Ag&* 
ment as neer as may be taken out of Scripture, even in words, 
and us much of the old as is confiftent with this Rule retained. 

1 4. Let it net contain any doubtfull or unnecejfarj things, bat 
be as much certain andneceffaryfor the matter as may be. 

5 • Let none be forced to ufe it, but fuch as by Ordainerf or 
Approvers, are judged inefficient to wor/htp God without it, and 
yet are allowed or Tolerated in the Miniftry. . 

6. Let no Tolerated Minifters be Abfolntely forbidden to uje tt. 
7. Let none be fujferedto lay the Vnity and Peace of the Churt* 

on it, a_nd fufpend, excommunicate or reproach all that diffentfrom 
them in ufing or not ufing it. ., 

In times of Liberty, let none ufe it con ft ant ly {but thet?*bf 
before excepted ) But let the weaker ufe it oftner, and the abler Jet' 
demer,yet fometimes (voluntarily ,and caeteris paribus, ftiU looktrig 
to the ft ate of their flocks ̂ nd fitting all to their Edification.) 

9. When Magiftrates command it, or the Agreement of Pap or s 
and Peace of the Churches{though accidentally by mens infirmity ) 
require it, let none refufe the frequent ufe oflawfullforms. 

10. But let none de fire or endeavour the introducing 6 f a " y l H C , 
Necejfitj of this or any indifferent thing,that is not ^ r l ^ £ C e ^ a r J J ( 

; fome confiderable antecedent occafion to the Edification of 
Church. . 1 

This much wi!I pleafe the moderate, but not the felf ccnctttcA. 
T I N I S . 
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Qu. W h e t h e r H u m a n e C e r e m o n i e s 

b e N e c e i T a r y o r P r o f i t a b l e t o t h e 

C h u r c h i 

C H A P . I . 

DiftinSions and Tropofitions in order to 

tbeDectfion. 

i H E difcuffion of the Controver-
fie about the Etymologic of the 
word I Ceremony 3 f unnecef-
fary to our ends, and would 
be more troublefome then afefull. 
Whether it be derived ab oppdzL* -
re,or a carenK or aCaritateor a 
Cerere^ feveral mens c o n j u r e s 

run , or rather as Scaliger and Martinins think, ironc^t f w . 
which in veteri lingua erat fanSlus^ fufflceth us that it lW™ia 

a facredrite. Servius faith that al} facred things among inc 
Greeks were called w * , and among the Lmna Ceremonu : 
But by Ceremonies we mean only external RJtes or Orders in or 
about the worfhip of God. And by Humane, we mean lucn 
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as arc devifed and appo in t ed beufcd,by men,without any fpe-
cial Revelation from God, or any extraordinary infpiration of 
his Spirit, by which the inftitution might have been juftly afcti-
bed to God as the certain principal caufe. 

§. 2. There is fo much ambiguity partly in the terms, and 
partly in the fuppofed or iraplycd paffages that will rife before us 
inthedifpute, that I judge it nece/Tary to make the way to the 
true decifion of the controverfie,and your right undemanding of 
it by thefe diftindions following, and then to lay down the truth 
in certain Propofkions. 

£ 3 • Difl. i . We muft diftinguifh between fuch Ceremonies 
as God hath Jeft to humane determination in bis worflup, 
andftch as he hath not fo lef t ; but hath either i for" 
bidden them in particular. 2. Or. in* General prohibition for
bidden them, or 3. Hath given no man authority toinftitute 
them. So great difference is there between things that common
ly go under the name of Ceremonies, that they are not in this 
Controvcrfie to be confounded.if we would not lofe the truth. 

j 4 j L ' 2 ' W e m u f t diitinguilh between Ceremonies com
manded by man as in Gods name^nd by pretence of a C^iffi™ 
fromhim y and fuch as are only commanded in mens own names* 
or at Jeaft on pretence of nothing but a General Tower. 

I . 5 . Difi. 3. Werauft diftinguifh between Ceremonies com
manded by men as necefary duties or means of worfhip, and fach 
as arc only commanded as indifferent things. 

$.6. Difi. 4. We muft diftinguifh between Ceremonies'^" 
pofed by a Lawful! Magiflrate, or Church-Goverwurst*ndfoch 
as are impofed by ufurpers, or men without authority. 

$.7. eDifi. 5. We muft diftinguifh between Ceremonies im
pofed as Vniverfally to be praHVedby all ages, or all pcople,m 
the.Church at leaft,and fuch as are impofed only on fome<?»* 
Congregation or Nation by their proper Governours, and that as 
things mutable, that upon fpecial occafion were taken up, and 
may 10 belaidafideagain. 

$. 8, Difl. 6. We muft diftingaifh between Ceremonies com
manded as things necejfary to the being of the Church or Worfhip, 
or only neceffdrj to the Order and convenient adminiftration, 
and better being of them (in the judgement of the impofers.) 

§. 9. Difi, 7. We rauft diftinguifh between the ibfoiute com-
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mandof Governors Lropofing fuch ceremonies, upon grievous 
penalties, or without tolerations and the fimple recommend
ing them, or requiring them to be ufed withf exprelfed or imply, 
ccf) exceptions. 

§. i o . Dift.%. Werauft very much difference the feveral 
Comtrejs where fiich-things are tmpofed, and the feveral forts of 
People on^vhora, and the fveral feafons in which they are 
impofed, and thence forefee the cffe&s or confequents that are 
like to follow. 

§. n.DiJt. 9. We muft diftinguifh between the Commanding 
of fuch Ceremonies, and the Obeying of fuch Commands. Its one 
thing to ask whether it be neceffary, profitable, or lawfull to 
Irapofe them ? and another whether it benecefTary or lawfull to 
ufc them when commanded ? 

§.12. Difi.10. We raufldiftinguifh between that which 
is Neceffary or Profitable to the order or Peace of one Church or 
Nation-, and that which is neceffiry or profitable to the order, 
peaCe-or unity of many Churches or Nati&ns,among themfeives: 
or fuppofed to be fo. 

$.13. ThefeDiftin&ions premifed to remove ambiguity; 
I lay down that which I conceive to be the truth in thefe Propo-
fitions following; which having mentioned, I fhall re-afTumc 
and confirm fuch of them as feem of neereft concernment to the 
Queftion. 

$.14. Prop. 1. Such Ceremonies as God hath wholly exempted 
from humane power to determine of, or injiitute, or bath given man 
m power to ittftitute, are not neceffary, or profitable to the Church, 
nor may they lawfully be inftituted by man. 

$.15. Prop. 2. In fuch mlawfull Impofniens, it is * great 
aggravation of the fin,if men pretendthat they «re the InftitutionS 
ofGod,or that they have a Comasiffionfrom God to inflitute ortmpofe 
them,when it is no fuch matter ; and fo pretend them to be D*vwe. 

$.16. Prop. 3. If things unlawfall (either forbidden *r that 
want authority) are commanded as indifferent, it is a ftnfuU com
mandant if commanded as parts of Gods FTorJhip or neceffary to the 
Being or well being of the Church, it is an aggravation of the fin. 

$. 17. Prop . 4 ; Things indifferent, lawfull and convenient, 
arefmfully Commanded when they are pretended tQ be wre necejja' 
vy then they are, and as fuch impofed. Q 
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$. 18. Prop. 5. A thing convenient and pro fit die, is fitfully 
commanded\when it is commanded on a greater penalty,then the na
ture and ufe of it doth require, and the common good will btar. 
§. I o.Prop.6. It isnot lawfullto make anything the fubfiBst)nty 

by a command, that ismeerly Indifferent,antecedently both in'ttfelf, 
and as cloathed with all accidents. 

§. 20. Prop. 7. Some things may be lawfully an A* profitably 
commanded at one time and place\and to one fort of People, that may 
not be lawfully commanded at another time, or to amther people : no 
nor obeyed, if fo commanded. 

$.21. Prop.8. Thofe Orders may be Profitable for the Peace 
v C h H r c h e s >» °™ Nation, or under the Government of one 
rrwee, that are notneceffary or profitable in order to the unity or 
reace of the Churches undtr divers Princes. 

$.22. Prop. 9. There is no meer humane Vnherfal Save-
r T g n f L1, °r E c c l e M ^ l over the Catholic)^ Church; and 
therefore there is no power given to any from God, to make Laws 
that fhall umverfally bind the Catholic^ Church. 

v 2 1 ' r P i - ° P ' 1 °* ^ %t t e m t m r o w n Lawfull Governors Civil 
or hcclefiafiical, but Vfurpers that command us, we are not there
fore hand to obey them, though the things be lawful/. 

§.24. Prop. 11. The Commands of Uwfull Gevernsrs about 
I t f f u t t Ceremonies arc ordinarily to be under flood with exceptions, 
though there be none cxprefi, as that in certain cafes it is not their 
Will that fuch commands fhouldbindus. 

$. 25. Prop. 12. It maj be very finful to command feme Cere
monies, which may lawfully, yea mufi in duty be ufed by the JubjeB 
n hen they are commanded. 

26. Prop. 1 3. Though they are not Commanded, nor called 
^Necefiary J m profeffed to be indifferent, yet confiar.tly to ufe In-
different things, doth breed that cuftome which maketh them to 
be taken as neceffary by the people, and ufually doth very much hwt. 

27. Prop. 14. Yet certain things th*t are commonly called 
Ceremonies may lawfully be ufed in the Church upon humane impo-
fition, and when it is net againfi the Law of god, no per fin fijonld 
dfobey the commands of their la^cfull Governors, in fuch things. 

h 28. Having laid together thefe Propofitions, 1 fhaii review 
them, in a very fhort explication and confirmation, and infift 
more largcfy on thofe of chief concernment. 
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Such Ceremonies as (jod hath forbidden, 

or given man no "Tower to inflitute, 

are not to be impofed on the Qhurch, as 

profitable or lawful!. 

$• 1 »•• H ^ l ^ S ^ I I H A T fome Ceremonies (things common-
y f e r ^ ly fo called) may Lawfully be command-
^ A W j | v | R ^ ed, and fome not, me thinks fhould eafiJy 
cOlo l a l l 9 be yielded. I meet with none thae are 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ againft all indeed, though fome think the 
*&Wif^\» n a m e ^Ceremony"} unfitly applyed to 

thofe Circumftances which theyconfent to : And that any 
fhould think that the wit and will of Ceremonie-makers hath 
no bounds impofed by God, is moft unreafonable. All the bufi-
nefs therefore is to know what God hath authorized Goverr 
liors to inftitutc, and what not ? , 

$. 2. And here they that claim a Power of introducing new 
Inftitutions, muft produce their Commiffion, and Prove their 
power i f they exped obedience. For we are not bound to 
obey every man chat will tell us he hath fuch Power, 

§ .3 . For the right undemanding of this, it muft be fuppofed, , 
as a Truth that all Proteftants are agreed in, that the written 
word of God is. his law for the government of the univerfal 
Ctmrch to the end of the.world j and confequently that it is 
fufficient in its kind,arid to its ufe, and consequently that nothing 
is to be introduced, that (hall accufe that la w of imperfection 
or which did belong to God hirafelf to have impofed •, 

6 ' by 



by his law. I f we once forfake the Scripture fufficiency ( what 
ever thePapifts or Infidels vainly fay againft i t J we have no* 
thing left in which we may Jrgree. 

§. 4. God hath already in his written Laws, inftituted his 
publick worfhip-ordinances; and therefore he hath done it 
perfectly: and therefore he hath not left it unto man to come 
after him and mend his work, by making other ordinances of 
worfhip, as to the fubftancc of them. He hath given us one 
faith, and no man may preach another, and one Baptifnt, and no 
man may inftitute another : and fo of the like. I f any one 
bring another Gofpcl, though an Angel, he is to be accurfed, 
GW. 1.7,8. 

$•5- Yet is it in the Power of man to determine of fuch 
Modes and eircumftances as are neceiTary to the prrforra^nce 
o t t h a t worfhip which God hath inftituted in his word: And 
therefore lawfull Governors may in fuch cafes bind us by their 
commands. 

$.6.The things, that are committed to humane determination, 
are iuch as are commanded in general by <3od himfelf (either 
in Scripture or nature,; but are left undetermined i * fptde,vel 
tndividm; fo that i t is not a thing indifferent, whether a choice 
or determination be made or not, but only whether it be this or 
the other that is chofen by the determination. But where the 
thing it (elfingenere is not neceiTary, or no humane election or 
determination necefTary,becaufe God himfelf hath determined 
of it already, there men are not to meddle, as having no autho
rity from God. 

$.7. Khallflrftgivefomeinflancesofthe former fort (the 
Lawfull Ceremonies) and then name the latter (that areunlaw-
ful i , ) which I fhall afterward give my reafons againft. And 
1. I t is left to humane determination what place the Publick 
alTemblies fhall be held in. God having commanded us to 
frequent fuch afTemblies, and not forfake them, doth oblige us 
to lome place in general, and to a fit place. He that bids us 
preach, and hear, and pray, and affcroble to thefe ends, doth 
plainly bid us, do this fome where. I t is impoffiblc to meet, and 
not in a Place. And in that he hath not determined of any place 
himfelf, he hath left i t to our reafons to determine of as 
occafion (hail require. God hath not commanded to build a 
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Temple in fuch a place, rather then another : or to go 
thither to worlhip rather then another place (but by confe-
quence and generall directions: ) nor hath he determined what 
place the Minifter (hall ftand to preach in, or where all the 
people fhall have their feats. A l l thefe arc but the circum-
itances of a holy action, which ate left to humane pru
dence. 

§.8. 2. I t is left to man to determine of the Time of holy 
duties, except only where God hath determined of i t already. 
As that the Lords day fhall be the Day for publick holy Aflfem-
bliei, is a thing that God himfelf hath determined; and here we 
have nothing to do but to difcern his determinations and obey 
them. But withall he hath in Generall commanded ns to 
preach in feafon and out of feafon, and to AiTemble frequently, on 
fcverali great occafions : And here he hath not determi
ned of the Time, but lefc it to humane prudence upon emergent 
occafions, and according to their feveral cafes, to determine 
of what hour on the Lords day we (hall begin how long 
the Sermon fhall be ; what hour the AlTembly (hall be difmift : 
what daies the Lords fuppcr fhall be adminiftrcd, and how o f t ; 
when any fhall be Baptized : what day the Ledurc fliajl be on, 
or any more private meetings for edification,: what $our, or 
jufthowoftmenmuhVpray in fecret, or with their families: 
thefe with the like are undetermined by God (and good reafon, 
as I (hall(hew anon,) and left to our felves and to our Go
vernors -.Seme Time or other we are commanded by food himfclf 
to choofe. 

$. 9. 3. I t is left to the determination of humane Prudence," 
what Vtenjih to imploy about the publick worfhip of God. 
For thefe in Generall are commanded by God, and fo made 
neceflary ; as alfo in the nature of the thing. He that com-] 
manded us to do the work, that is not to be done without con
venient Vtenjih, doth thereby command us virtual!, the ufe of 
inftruments fit for the work. What form and proportion the 
Temple where we meet fhall have, is lefc to men; whether we 
(hall preach in a Pulpit? and what (hall be its ftupe? where we 
(hall read? whether we (hall Baptize in a River, or Pond, on 
Spring, or Font, or Bafon, and what materials, whether ftone 
or Silver, or Pewter. &c. they be made of ? whether we (hall 
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