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(of which I fhall fpeak by it felf in thenext Difputation. )
2. Itfhould not reftrain men needlefly in things indifferent, by
determining of mutable circamftances, as time, place, gefture,
veftures, woflds, ¢#c. ( Ofwhichalfo in the next. ) 3. Tt thould
not make thofe things to be of general indifpenfable immautable. -
neceffity, that are but fometimes neceffary, or mect; but Pa-
ftors thould have their Liberty to vary them as there s occafion.
g-. Mach {efs thould any thing Materialiy dubious and uncertain
eputin, : R sy
For God will be worfhipped in knowledge and faith. And,

asis faid before, the Church will be divided, and the Confci-
ences of men enfnared, by laying fo much on unneceffary
things. Andtherefore though fuch impofers pretend to a perfe-
@er Unity and Concord , then in a few Generals ot Neceflaries
~can be had, yet they will find they mifs their mark. B

3 e g

Prop. 10. H’Umvme Forms of publick, prayer, or other wor- o o?
: . & pip ( exceptinj; Zhe fore?ex{:pted Neceﬁarmep' 2
cafes, as Pfalms, ¢c.) [foanldmor be conflantly afed by Mi-
~ wifters, that have their liberty, and areable to w without thes:
Nor fhouid any be ordinarily admitted into'the iniftry (excepe
“smibe g):m; nece[fities of the C baurch)thas are not able to pray with-
 ons fuch forms. T L
" Jnthis Propofition are thefe confiderable pointsimplyed,and
expreffed. 1. Thatitisnot unfit to have forms by the common
~ Agreement of the Paftors, to be ufed when its meet ( as is be--
~fore and after exprefled. ) There are few Nations it the W(l)rld,
fo well provided for with able Minifters, but :hat‘.fo;n; P acc;s
-muft be fupplied with menthat bave need of forms Of rayer,
-if not of-Prelyu , compofed by others. And therefore it l;s
ficteft chat ould have Forms thatare Agreed on byﬂ: :
And therefore T doubt not butavhen we came newly out .:.’e m‘]’& :
pery , and had not a full fupply of preachers, it wasa Wi .
jawfull courfe to compofe a common form of ﬁm)e;.abuﬁv >
1. Tt will be the fureft way to keep out unfo@d!l; [:“bm_ ot
paflages, when nothing is allowed as ﬂPPb]"khor £ falleft
hath obtained the commou confent.2.1t wnl! be the wafy g n #
concord : - when forms are necc(féry, there s mOrc ¢4+ °"°°§Bf_;
, 56€ 3+
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in it, to. haveone / that s approvedfound ) then to heveas m

ny as men pleafe, 3. The ¢ hucches may the better know W;hvo;;
to hold communion with ig Prayer, (though the Paﬁor{s Eﬁ gnce
unableto pray without forms ) when they knoWthe l;l Ly
of their Prayers. 4. The Magiftrate may the betrer d(; l:en e
and be refponfible for the fervice that is offered to God,e

- the weakelt Paftors, and fee that Gods name be not abuled. I

is therefore defirable thar s Common Liturgy bcf_xm‘“'p %3
2- And for the a/z of it le: thefe Rules contained in.the Pr P
fition be obferved, ' i i pray

I. Let no man be ordained a Minifter that is not abletoblc 4
without a Form, in fuch a manger asis not dithonoura

l
- the worthip of God, unlefs the Neceflity o f the Churches fhal

requiteit.  All friends of the Church will agree to this, that

the Church have the ableft Paftors that can be got. ! F
2. But becaufe it is not ro be hoped for that all the Cl u:s ot

°an be thus fupplied ( ar featt in hafte, ) ifthe Ordaine

: her ne-
Approvers thali appeint any to the work in ypales or otl
- ceflicons Places, that are no¢ able-competently to adminifter Sa

Cf}amhfnts, &¢. withouta Form of Prayer,let them tye fuch €0
ulethe Form A reed on, N
3.If they ap%rove only of fuch asare ableto do it W'Ctgz?_t
aform, bue yer fo weakly (fome of them) asis lefs to :bcd T
ches Edification » thenthe form would be, let fuch .bca-]r'lhc .
fometimes tonfe the Form, and fometime to. forbear it, till they
are more able. ; i that
4. And that it may be no dithonour to the publick Form, e
itis ufed only by the weak let the Abjet Minifters fomet]méem e
it, but withthefe cautions : 1. Let them not be wml’f{,"'abI oft
againt their judgements, but perfwaded. 2. Letnott ‘.u gt
ufe it fo frequently as the weak, ( unlefs tﬁ OW‘L ) Abler
ment require it. ) Let the weaker nlfe i oftfand the

‘more feldom.

5 Let neicher ofthem ( that can competently W"‘“‘d‘*,’foﬁfﬁ
without it ) ufeje Conflantly ; bur fometime ufe it, and i@
time forbearit. And this js the main point that I mte,nR@_
this Propofition ; and therefore thall now briefly give 7
fons for,

< ‘ Za
Reaf 1, The conftant ufe of forms ( and [o of Ceremsanies it
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asy Indifferent things ) doth potently tendto perfwvade the pespli
that they are matters of Neceffity, and not indifferens. All che
words that you can ufe will not fatisfie them that it is indifferent,
if you ufeit not Indifferently.  We fee by experience the
Power of cuftome with che vulgar.

But you will fay, Whar if they do overvalue it as ne-
ccffary, what danger ssin thar? I anfwer very much. 1. They
will offer God a blind kind of fervice , while they place
his worfhip inthat which is no part of worfhip ( as formsare
notsas fuch ) bucan indifferent circumftance. 2. They wili be
hel‘€by induced to uncharitable cenfaresof other Churches or
perfons that think otherwife,or difafe thofe cuftoms. 3. They
will be firongly induced to rebell againft their Magiltrates and.
Paftors, if they fhall judge it meet to change thofe cuftoms.
4. They will turn that ftream of their zeal for thefe indifferent
things, that thould be laid out on the matters of Neceffity :
and perhaps in vain will they worfhip God, by an outfide by-
pocriticall worfhip, while they thus take up with mens Traditi-

® ons. §. They will forfake Gods own Ordinances, when they
cannot have them cloathed with their defired mode. Al this
we feein our dayes at home.” Themoft ignorant and ungodly
da by hundreds and thoufands, reje& Church difeipline, and

- Sacraments, and many of them the Prayersand A{femblies them-
felves, becaufe they have notthe Common Prayer, or becaufe
the Churches kneel not at the Lords Supperin the act of Re-
ceiving , and fuchlike. So that itisa grievous plagueto our
peoples fouls to be led into thefe miltakes , and to think .
that CircumRances and things indifferent , are matters of Ne-
ceffity. '

Andyetonthe other fide , left the conffant difufe of allcon-
venient forms, fhould lead the peopleinto.the contrary e€x-
tream,to think them all unlawfull ( and fo to be guilry of the
like uncharitable cenfures and evils as aforefaid ) I chink it fa_- ¢

feft, thatthe ableft men fhould fometime ufethem. A_nd this -
. Indifferent ufe of them, will lead the people to indiff-rent
thoughts of them , and fo they will not provoks God by blind
worfhip , nor be {0 ready to fiy in the facesof their Minifters
when they ¢rofs them herein, as now they are. Tor example,

what s fir- have we if menmay not knee! at the Sacramenr, o;f
A 2 & Sy, | oE

A
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if thedead (in: cafe of Minifters abfence, or other hinderdnee )
‘have not fomewhat faid over them-at the grave; andin fome
Places, if Minifters go not in pfoceffion in Rogation week, and
many fuch likecuftoms. Ifthefe were fometimeufed (inagood
and lawfull way ) it would keep men from miftaking them t0
r - beunlawfull’; andif they were fometime difufed , people would
not take them as things neceffary, nor fo hateand reproach
both Minifters and brethren that negle® them or do not alwaycs
humour them herein , yea or that were againftchem : nor would
men feparate on thefe accounts. :

i Reaf. 2. The conftant ufe of Forms of Prayer depriveth people of
§ their Mirifters gifts, and potently tendeth to work. the people into
- Awll formality,andto ameer onsfide heartlefs kind of [ervice, Which
~§ Isasgreatan enemy to ferious Devotion,and confequently to
mens falvation,as almoft any thing thats to be found among pro-
fefled Chriftians in the Church.How dangeroufly and obftinate-
, lydo fuch delude themfelves, and think that they are asupright=
| ly religious as the beft? and fo refufe all the humbling con-
vincing light thar fhould bring themto a change, and blindly *
, mifapply the promifes to themfelves , and go on in meer prefum=
% ptionto thelaft: and all becanfe’ they thus draw neer to GO
o with their lips | and fay over a form of words , when theif
E hearts are far from him, and they know not, or obferve not what
P they fay. : .
Aund that conftancy in Forms doth potently tend to this
dead formality, we need no other proof then experience. How
bard doth the beft man find it to keep up lifeand {erioufnefs 10
the conftant bearing or fpeaking of the fame words?_ If yolu
F . fay thatitis our faule; I grantic: bucitisan uncurable faule
while weare in the flefh: or ac leaft its few that everare
very much cufed of it , and non wholly. Theres ﬂ}uch alfoin
nature it felf to caufe this. A man that delighteth in Mufick 1s
wenry of it, if he bave conftantly the fame inftrument an
tunc : orat leaft cannot poffibly have that delight that Vari-
ety would afford him. Soisitin rgcreatiqns g _apd oft Ingyf;:'
and other things. Noveity affe@eth : Variety pleafeth ¢ h(:. 2
monnefs dulleth us. And though we muft not tberefor; i3
8 New God, or a New Chrift, or a New Gofpel ( the 1o ﬂcr_
of thefe affordeth the foul a daily variety;: ajdalfo cheit l}c a

S ———— it
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fe& goodnefs is fuch as leaves no need of avariety. in kind )
. yetisicmeet that Minifters fhould have a gratefull variety of
Manner, to keep up delight and defire in their people. A fick
. ftomack cannor take ftill the fame Phyfick, nor the fame difh,
I knowAtbat an ancienc prudeat man, efpecially the Learned
P&ﬂOr..h(mfe]f’ghat beccer comprebendeth whats form of words
contains, can make s much better ufe of forms, then younger
Chrlﬁxgns can do. But I think wich all, I am fure with the
geuerality, (to whom we muft have refpe&) 2 conftant form is
aﬁfertaxn way to bring the Soul toa cold infenfible formal wor-
ip. :
And on the other fide,ifa form be Conflantly difufed,and peo-
. piehave not fometimes a recitaliof the fame, again and again ,
it may tend to breed a childifh levity, and giddynefs in
Religion; asif it were ot the matter, but meer Novelty and
variety that did plesfe ; And foic may alfo cafily make Hypo-
_ erites, who fhall delude themfelves with conceits that they
delight in God and in his word, whea itis but in thefe movelties
and varieties of expreffion, that they are tickled and delighted ;

and their itching ears being pleafed, tbg think it proves a work
offaving grace on the heart. And therefore to fix Chriftians and

make them found, that they grow not wanton in Religion, and
od down with variety of dodrines

be not aschildren carryed upa
feful to have a moderate fea-

or of modes, I think it would be u
* fonableufe of fome forms as to the manner, as weli as often to
inculcate the fame macter 3 Avoiding ftill chat conftancy that

tends to dall their appetites, and make them weary or formal in

the work. :
Reaf, 3. The conftast nfe of & flinted Litsrgy, o form of
Prager, doth much tend to the rems[ne[s and negligence of the Mimi-
g? . When they know that the duty r¢ uireth no cxercife
their invention, and that before the ghur they may as well
perform it with an unprepared as with prepared mind, it will
ftrongly tempt them (and prevail too commonly)tor _
flirring up of their gifcs, and the preparing of their minds. When
they know that before men they may (i Readinga p{zﬂ' )
come off as well wichout any regard to their hearts, &s W the
greateft ferioufnefs of devotion,we muit exped that moft fhould
do accordingly:For we fee that Miaigers are men,and too many
D are

ly)to negled the
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are carryed as well as others, with the ftream of temptati-
on. But thofe Prayers and other duties that depend upon their
parts, require preparation, or at leaft fome prefent care and di-

ligence for the awakening of their hearts, and excitation of their

facalties. :

_ Reall 4. Butthe privcipal danger of a conflant #fe of pre-
feribed Jorms is,lef is oould let in an unworthy Minifiry intothe
Church. YorthoughIhad rather have as weak Minifters as
I before defcribed, then none ; yet it will be very dangerous
when fuch are tolerated becanfe of Neceffi ty,let the neghgence
of Ordainersand Approvers will take advaotage of this, and
pretend neceffity where there is none, or hearken to them that
come with fuch pretences, and fo undo the Church by an igro-
rant infufficient Miniftry ; fo hard is it for men to avoid orie ex-
tream without running into another. Now the utter prohibition
of ftinted forms will prevent this, but not without anevil on the
other fide. And therefore to avoid the evils on both fides, me
thinks it would be beft to let fuch forms be ufed, but unconitant=
ty, unlefs by men that will lie under the difhonour of being able
to d_o no better. . And that dithonor will hinder men from reft-
ing in them, and the frequent exercife of other mens gifts, will
awaken them to their duty, and the neceflity of ic will as well

- keep out infufficient men as if there were no form at all.  For

an infufficient man can no more perform the work once a day
without a form, then twiceaday. I fhall add no more Rea-
fons, becaufe they that write again{t forms of Prayer, though
they run too far, have faid enough of the inconveniences. The
motion that I make being for avoluntary and an unconftant
ufe of them,I muft expe@ to meet with objections onbathfides,
-which I thall briefly anfwer. '
Obje&. 1. Thofe that are utterly again{t forms , will fay that

I am opewing under presence of Peace and Libersy a way to let in
an unlawfsll worfbip and a lazyinfufficient Miniftry. To which
Ianfw. 1. For them that take all forms to be unlawfull, I chink
them fitter for compafsion then difputes ,and judge their reafon
to be as low as the Quakers that cry down the ufe of hout*
glaffes, and fermon-notes, and preaching on a Text of Scripture:
2. And for the reft of the obje@ion, its anfwered before.

The ufeof a Liturgy in the way defcribed, will not more Coun-
: : o 5 : tenance:

S
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tenancea lazy infufficient miniftry, nor hurt the Church, then if

there werc none. 4 , ‘ :
Obje&. 2. But what need is there of 3t 2 Are we not well withows Objc&. 2.

it 2 why wonld you diffurb enr peace,to pleafe the advegfaries ?
Anfw. 1. We are mot withowt aLitnrgy, as fhall be further
fhewed; and therefore yon cannot fay we are well with-
out s¢. 2. Some yong weak Mioifters (we muft fpeak the
truth ) do wrong both Baptifin and the Lords Supper by many
milcarriages, for want . of further helps. 3. Wales and many
parts of England muft be fupplyed with Forms, or be without,
which is worfe. 4. The Confciences of many of thofe that you
call adverfaries (and I call Brethren) muft be indulged with the
liberty of a convenient form, or elfe we fhall not walk charita-

Oa the otherfide it will be objedted, by them that would op-.g. ;.
haveall men forced to the conftant ufe of forms, 1. that If we P
bave ot forms, men may vent whas they pleafe in prayer : fome
vaile in prayer ,and fome vent error, and fome rebellion, &c. Anfw.
1. This Argument makes agsinlt all Prayer of Minifters, but
what is prefcribed. ~ For if you forcethem to a form, and yet
give them leave with their Sermonsto ufe alfo either extempo-
rate or formed Prayers of their own, they may as well veng
rebellion, herefie or malice in therm, s if they had no Liturgy
“atall. And if you would have Misifters ufe no prayer but what
they read our of the impofed books, for fear of thefe inconveni-
“ences, you will fhew your felves enemies to the Church, and
cure an inconvenience with a mifchief, 2. And if men were
forbidden all prayer but by the Book, yer it is more cafie to
vent error or maliceina Sermon.  Sothat unlefs you tie them
alfo to forbear preaching fave out of an impofed book, yon-are
never the better, And if you would do fo,you are forry helpers of
the Church. 3. You havea becter remedy then thele at hand.
Put no fuch Jofufficient men, or 'Hereticks into the Miniftry,
that will fo abufe prayer : or if they be crept in, put them out
again, and put better in their places, that will not abaofe it. If
forme Phyficians kill men by ignorance or malice, will you tie
themallto go by a Bookand give but one medicine, or will
you not rather calt out the unworthy, and licence only abler

men? ’

Ddd 2 Objec.

1
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- Objet.2.  Obje&. 2. Buthowcanl Foyn with a Minifter in prajer, If
1 know ot before hand whar he will [ay, when for onghs 1 know he
may pray blafphemy or berefie 2
_ ednfw. 1. By this obje@ion , you take it to be unlawful 0
joyn with any prayers ac all, whether publick or private, but o
‘what you know before : And fo it feems you thinkall prayer
but whats by the book, unfit for any but a folitary perfon. And ;
‘ ' if this be your mind,that your Book. Prayers muft needs {hut out
: \ all others, blame not men fo much to fhut out your Book, when
youfo far provoke them. 2. According to this Objection you
muft not fend for the Miniftes to pray with you when you ar¢ I
fick, orin trouble, unlefs he tye himfelf to your Book. -And :
why then may not another do it as well as he; or at lealt, the
fillyeft man that can read as well as the mofk able? 3. It isthe
work of the Minifter, to be the peoples mouth in prayer to God,
and therefore if he fail in the manner of his own work,it is his fin,
and not yours, and you may no more refufe for that to joyn
withhim, then fubje&s may refafe to obey the foveraign power i
becaufe of fome mifcarris ges, yea or to fight for them;and defend 4
them. 4. Your prefence fignifieth not your confent o all that 8
you hear frowm a Minifter : And your Heartis not to follow him:
inevil,butin good: and therefore feeing you are at Jiberty what
cau&o!‘ {cruple have you ? §. It is fuppofed that no man is
ordinarily admitted, or tolerarcd in the Minifiry, that will fo
abufe " prayer that men may not lawfully joyn with
them. If they are fuch, caft them out : If you cannot caft
them out, if they are Herericks or Blafphemers, come not DEer
them.But if they are men fit for to be tolerated in the Miniflry,
| you have reafon to truft them fo far in their office, as not to €x:
pe& Herefies or Blafphemies from thenn,till you bear them: And i
} if you hear them guiley of fuch afcer a Firft and Second admoni- . .
tionavoid them. But ler not wicked uncharitable cenfures be 5
an argument again(t the worfhip of God. You know not but kL
a Phyfitian may poifon you, and, yet you willchoofe the beit ht
you can, and then truflt your lives with him. You may much B
more do fo by a Minifter, becaufe you proceed norby fo implicite
a faith in the matters of your Salvation. You may 1efufe any
evil that che Minifter offereth. 53 B
Obje®. 3, . Obje®. 3. Bnt many of them [peak monfence and wnreverene

k- Words,
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words ,and abufe Gods wor/bip.Anfw.Get better in theit {tead that
are able to'do Gods work in a more fuitable manner. But fee
that your quarrelfome capricious wits, do not odioufly aggra-
vate imperfe&ions, or make faults where there are none. And
remember that you have not Angels, but men to be your Pa-
ftors ; and therefore imperfections mult be expeded: But 2
blefsi g may accompany imperfe&t adminiftrations. But if Peo-
ple, Patron, and Ordainer will choofe weak men, when they
may have berter, they may thank themfelves. - A Common

Prayer book will make but an imperfet fopply, inftead of an’

able Miniftet : Thoughin fome cafes I am for ir, as aforefaid.
Object. %

wmen [bonld [ay nathing but what is exallly wes ghed before hand.
Anfw. 1. Wefraat all this. Buc men may weigh before

hand th “thei ~ > i ;
e matter of their requefts, without preparing aform of -

gords i ora mah may fore-confider of his words, without a
Prayer-book. 2. Preaching is @ [peaking in Gods ramt, S5
thongh God [peak by ns,and as Chrifts embaffadors bis [fead.
2 Cor. 5. 19,20, And to fpeakas in Chnifts ftead, and Gods
name, requireth as great preparation, as to fpeak to ‘God inthe
peoplesname. It feems more, as it were to reprefent Chriftin
fpeaking,then to fpeak to-Chrift while we reprefent but the peo-
ple.And therefore by this argament you fhould et no man preach
neicher,but by a book pre(cxibcd. 3.God isnot as man thatfooks
moft at oratory and fine words.Itisan humblc,'contrite,faithfull,
honeft beart that he looks at:And where he fees this,with earnelt

defires, and that the matter of Prayer is apreeable ro his will, he

will bear with many a homely word.One Cold requefbor the left

formality and dulnefs of affection, and carelefnefsand difeftcem of
the mercy, is more odious with God,thena thou(and Barbarifms,
andSolzcifms,and uohandfome words. Y et the tongue alfo fhould
cagef‘ully be looke to:bur men (hould not miftake themfelves,and
think that God judgeth by che outward appcarmfe;md. as man
judgeth, 4.Still I fay ,get Miniftersthat arcable to do better if you
; have infufficient ones. A man on a cOmMMOD pra.y:r;bOOk 15
likelier to provoke God, by a carelefs, heartlefs, coftomary
fervice, and meer lip labour, let the the words be niever focxadt,
then another (that fears God) is like to provoke him by difor-

 derly or unhandfome words: Though both fhould be avoided.
- Ddd 3 Chjec-

. But prager is & [peaking 16 God : and theréfore Objed. 4.
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Objed, 5.

Obj-&. 6.

¢ Objed. 7.

. i8.a publick perfon ,” and his prayers publiékly made for agdin
* the Church,are as much the Publ}icfc pﬁayéféﬁof that Church 2s

— £399) =
- 1Objed 5. Our minds are nas able to g0 along with a Min'fler
om the. [udden, snlefs we bwew whas be will [ay befere baxna. s
Anfw. A diligent foul thar marketh whar is faid, may W‘_‘h
holy affe@ions go along with a Minifter withour knowing what
he will fay before hand, The experience of Chriftians confuteth
this obje&ion. 2. And this would aot only plead for a form,but
fhut out all"other prayer : whichis fufficient to difgrace it with
any underftanding man, o AR i
Obje&. 6. The publick. Prayers of the Church are they that
we mnf} own by onr concarresce s His own conceived Prayers are
but the Private Prayers of the Minifter.  Anfiw. The Minifter

if they wereread out of ap impofed Book : But indeed when
many Churches Agree in 3 form, that form may fo far becalled
the Common Prayers of all thofe Churches : but its no more the
Publick Prayers of any one Church thea fudden conceived pray-

eris. And when thereis no form, yet the matzer may be the
Common Prayer of aif Chyr e ;

0 hurches.

Ob )e&..7. But whar confufion will it make in the Church if ont
Longregation boall have 4 Form, and another nome, and every man
Poall be lef: 20 do what he liff in Prayer ? : BB
. Anfw. Thisis the voice of that Ignorance, Pride, and Divi-

ing ufurpation thac hath caufed all the Schifms and troubles of
_the Charch, Muftche Churches have no Peace but on your

impofed terms » Mot none be endured, but all caft out of e
Chureh of God tHat dare nop fay Your’ forms of prayer,chough
they are as wife and Pious and peaceable as you? Nothirg
ot Proud arrogancy and uncharicable cruelty will fay fo. 2 But
if we muft needs a| Agree in the manner of our Prayers, we
.muft fhut oue aff forms, and agree all to be without them
(which yet I confene notto. ) Forthereis no one Form that
,yOU can expe that ail fhould agree in , thats of homane
1nvention : Not bnt thae we may well doit: but it will not be.
3. How had the Church Uity before any of your forms
were known ? 4.1 it be no blemifh for feveral Nations to have
feveral Forms ,” and manners , it is tolerable for feveral
Congregatiors, 5. How did the Aoncient Churches maintain
their Unity, whep Liturgics were in'ufe, and the variety W?;
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fogreat asis commonly known ? . Many Churches bad no fing-
ing of Plalms ( ¥id. Pamel.in Cyprian. de Orat. Dom. Nat.6.)
Ochersufed it by the whole Affemblies ( fee Ball’s Friendly
Tryal, page 60, citing the Authorsthat atteft it ) Other Chur-
chesdid ufe to fing by courfe, or two at a time. ( Seeit proved
- by Ballibid. out of many witneffes.) This variety and much
. more confifted then with Unity, and may do riow, when forced
uniformity willnot. 6. We are all now at Liberty what Ge- .-
- fture we will ufe in finging Pfalms, ¢5. and is here any difcord
h_ence arifing ? But men were forced to kneeling only in Recei-
ving the Lords Supper, and there camein difcord. Mens fan-
cies makes that feem confufion that is no fuch thing. No more
then that all that hear or pray, have not the fame coloured
cloaths, comple®ions, ez, : R M
Obje&. 8. But honld mot men obey eAnthority in forms and Object 8.
smasters of indifferency? Anfw. They fhould, if they be indeed
~ indifferent. Butfhould Authority therefore enfnare the Church
with needlefs Jopofitions 2 ‘All men will not be fatisfied of the
Indifferency.  Ibave heard many fay thacthey would preachin
a fools Cap and Coa: if anthority command them. Burisit
therefore ‘,ﬁ(khat Authority fhould command it ? All men will
not judge it lawfull to obey them in {uch cafes, and fo therewill
be needlefs fares laid to intrap and divide men. A :
Obje®. 9. But antiguityis for [et forms, and f'bc”f ore No> Objed. o.
Velty, mu net be permitred to exclude them. bl
Anfw, 1. Let Scripture be the Rule for deciding this, which
is- the chief witnefs of Antiquity : and let the oldet way pre-
vail., 2. Forms were-at firit introducedin Variety, and not as
neceffary for the Churches Uaity to Agree inon€ : And they
- were leftto the Paftors Liberty, and none were forced to any-
forms of other ﬁﬂ.it:cbmpbﬁﬁg. “When Bzﬁﬁfc:uphnchw
forms of Pfalmodic and ocher Worfhip, which the Church of
Neocefarca were {0 offended at, he did not for il that impole
it on them, but was content to ufe it inhis Church at,(‘gfnza. Obicd xc‘ _
Obje&. 10. No man can now V) what is the worfbipe God ODbject. 10
‘ ;morflg w5, becane there is no Liinrgy, bus its mutable a3 EVET] per=
on pleafes. : e : T B
Anfw.We have a Liturgy, and are agreedin all the partsof
worfhip. To have forms or no formsis no part ofir, bat acie- .
cumftance or mode, z H 2
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HE [umwmis this, 1.Webhavealready a flinted Litnrgy-
1. A formof Dollrinein Scriptare, 2. Real forms in A?ﬁtj
craments 3. A verbal formin Baptizing, 4. A form in delivering
the Lords Supper. 5. A Creed (nfed ar Baptifm ) as aform of

R S i AT

Befides corms Cfelfien. 6. We Readthe Pfalms as Litargical forms of preife

and prayer. 7.We bave forms of [inging Plalms. 8.17¢ have
a form of ble[sing the peoplein the End. ©. And of Excommon:
cation ( fee the Government of the Church, &c.) 10. And of Ab-
Jolution. 11. And of Marriage. 12. Arnd Minifters prepars”
tion makes much of their Sirmons a form. 13. And they 4re

at libertyto prayin & form if they Pleafe.

2. No more is neceffary (of st felf) unlefs ( accidentally )
Authority or Peace, &c. require it. "

3.If Peace, &c¢. require a form let it be one by comman Agree
mient. as neer as maybe taken out of Scripture, even 8 WO i
and as much of the old asis confiftent with this Rule retained.

4. Let st net cowrain any doubrfull or wwmecefJarythings bnt
be as much certain and neceflary for the marter as may be.

S« Let none be forced toafe it, bus fuch as by Ordainer! 0;
Approvers, are judged infufficient to worflip God withont ¥ , #7
yer are allowed or Tolerated in the Miniftry. - :

- 6. Let no Tolerated Minifbers be Abfolntely forbidden to et

7. Letnone be [ufferedto lay the Unity and Peace of féf Charch
on it, and [u[pend, excommunicase or reproach all that diffent from
them in ufing or not Afing it. w

8. Inssmesof Liberty, let none ufe st conflantly ( o%t the wna ;
before excepied. ) But st the weaker uft is oftmer, andvhe abler fel-
domer, yet [ometimes (voluntarily,and cxteris paribus, ﬂ i1l Looking
ro the fiate of their flocks,and fisting all to their Edificatson: )

9. When Magiftrates command it, or the Agreement _df_ 2 4/.} i34
and Peace of the Churches(thongh accidensally by mens infirmity )

© reguireit, lct nome vefufe the frequens ufe of lawfnll forms..

10. But let none defire or endeavonr the introdncing 3f M].ff‘“ﬁh
Neceffity of this or any indifferent thing thatis wot firiN ;fcd}_‘”z h{
Jome. confiderable antecedent occafion to the Edification o ¥
Church. : e

This much will pleafe the moderate, bnt not the [ebf comcesita
FINIS. :
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Qu. W hether Humane Ceremonies
be Neceffary or Proﬁtable to the
Church 4 gty Asibic

:CHAP 'I_A '

Dz/izn&‘zom and Tropo[ twm m order to.
tbe Deezfon. Ay :

agn H E dxfcuﬁion of the ConcrOVer.
D fic about the Etymologie of the
= word [ Ceremory ] 18 unnecef-
fary to our ends, and would
) be more troublefome, {hen ufefull.
@ Whetherit be derived aboppidsCe-
2 "8,0ramrmfo or a-Carizate, ora
~ (erere,as {everal mens con )c&urés 7

run , or racher as Scaliger and Adartinins thiok from Cerns,
which in veteri lingua eras [anétas;ic {ufficeth us that it fignifieth
a facred rite. Servius feith that au facred things among the
Greeks were called %7+« and among the Latines Ceremonie &
But by Cercmonics we mean only externsl Rites or Orders inor

about the worfhip of God. And by Haumane , We mcan fuch
, as

Eee: 2




as are devifed and appointed o beufed by men,without any fpe-
cial Revelation from God, or any extraordinary infpiration ©

his Spirir, by which the infticution might have been juftly aferi-
bed to God as the certain principal caufe. ’

§. 2. Thereis fo much ambiguity partly in the terms , and-
partly in the fappofed or implyed paffages that will rife before s
inthedifpute, that I judge it neceflury to make che way tothe
true decifion of the controvetfie,and your right underftandiog ©f
it by chefe diftin@ions following, and then to lay down the trut:
1n. certain Propofitions.. v

§.3. Diff. 1. We m’u‘(’c‘diftinguifh between fuch Ceremonics:
as God hath lefc to humane determinatien in his-worfhip,
and fuch as he hath not folefe ; buc hath either 1. Exprefly for-
bidden them in particular. 2. Orin a Generall prohibitionfor
biddenthem, or 3. Hath given no man authority to inftitute:
them. So greatdifferenceisthere berween things that common-
ly 8o under the name of Ceremonies.. that they are not 1n this
Controvcrf}c to be confgunded,if we would not lofe the eruth.

§- 4. Diff. 2. We muft ditinguifh between Ceremenies com-
manded by man s in Gods name,and by pretence of a (emmiJi?%
Jrom bim 3 a0d {uchas are only commanded in mess ownnamesy’
or at lealt on'pretence of nothing buca General Power.

§.5. Diff. 3. We rault diftinguith between Ceremonies €OM”
manded by men 45 nece[Jary duties or means of wor [bip, and fuch
asarconly commanded as sndifferent things. - i

_$.6. Diff. 4, We muft diftinguifh between Ceremonics im*
pofed bya Lawfull Magiftrate, or Church-Governonrs,and fuch
as are impofed by sfs7pers, or men without authority. - b

§.7. Diff. 5. We muft diftinguifh between Ceremonses 10*
pofed as Univer[ally to be prafts/ed by all ages, Or all peOPl‘,‘“
the Church at leaft, and fuch asgre impofed only on fome o
Congregation or N ation by their proper Governours, and thatas-
things mutable, that-upon fpecial oceafion weretaken up, 88
may fo belaid afide again. :

§. 8. Dift. 6. We mutt diftinguifh between Ceremonies cOm=
manded as things necefury 1o the being of the Church or Wor fhip,
or only necef[ary to the Order and” convenient adminiftration,
a3d better being of them (inthe judgement of the impofers- )

§. 9. Dift,; 7. We muft ditinguifh between the abfolure ;‘;‘g& ,
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mand of Governors impofing-fuch ceremonies, upon gfievous
penalti¢s, or without tolcralzﬁms , -and the fimple -ruo%nmgad.
ing them, or requiring them to be ufed with( exprefled or imply.
€d) exceptions, il vomat 14 Dugoil ol
_§. 10, Dift. 8. We muft very much difference the feveral
Countreys where fach-things are impofed, snd the feveral forss of
Pesp’e onswhom, and: the fiveral  feafons in which they are
impofed, and thence forefee the effe@s or confequents that are
like to follow. e % Mg

§. 11. Diff. 9. We muft diftinguifh between the Commanding
of fuch Geremonies; and the Obeying of fuch Commands. .Its one
thing to ask whether it be neceffary, profitable, or lawfulito
Tmpofe them ?. and another whether it be neceflary or lawfull to
ule them when commanded ? » A5 i3
_ $-12. Diff. 10. We muft diftinguith between that -which -
is Neceflary or Profitable to the order or Peace of onz Church or-
Nation : and that which is necefliry or profitableto. the order,
peaceor unity of many Charches or Nations,among themfelvess .
or fuppofed tobefo. ~ - - : G e

§. 13. Thefe Diftin&ions premifed to remove ambiguity ;
11ay down that which I conceive to be the trath inthefe Propo-
' fitions following 3 which having mentioned, I fhall re-affume
and confirm {uch of them as feem.of neerelt concernment tothe!
Queltion. . ~ '

§. 14. Prop. 1. Such Ceremonies as God hathwholly exempted
from bumane power to desermine of, or inflisute, or bath given wan
w0 power to inflitute, are not secefJary, or profisable to the Church, .
nor may they lawfully be inftitntedby man. . .~ . "

§.15. Prop. 2. In fuch unlawfull Impofirions, it 4s & great
aggravation of the fin, if men pretendthar they are the Infliemsions
OPéod,or that they bave a Commi[fion from God to inftitute or M?Paff
them when it is no (uch matter 3 and o pretend shem to be Divine.

§.16. Prop. 3. Ifthings unlawfull (eirher.forbidden,or rbaf :
want.authority) are commanded as indifferenty i is: a finfull com-.
mand,but if commanded as parts.of Geds Fyor foip or nee effary sothe -
Betng or well bejng of the Churoh, i is anaggravarion of the fin..

§.17. Prop. 4. Things indifferent 5 lamfil and convenient,
are finfully Commanded when they are pretended ta be-mare m“ﬂ;‘.‘_
vy shen they are, and as [uch im}’ngﬁ- . . §i8 .

e SISPEC TRV, B
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3 ©§-18. Prop. 5. A thing comvemient and profitable, 4 firfs ’{‘?[f_
commanded whenit is commanded on # greater penalty then the na
viire andwfeof it doth requive, and the common good will bear- Ny
§-19.Prop.6. It isnor lawfullte make any thing the [ubjects : ’Zc]
by acommand, thatis meerly Indifferent jantecedenrly both int / e
andupc{od.tbadgnit‘ha‘zliaccida'riti.‘?»' 5 7gMmi3 N S 4 b
“'§.20. Prop. 7, Some things may ‘be' lawfally az_wf profitably
commanded at one time and place,and 1o one fort of People, that oo
not be lawfully commanded as another time, or to anasher people + o
nor obeyed, if [o commanded, i VIR ik o
“"§.21. Prop: 8. Thofe Orders may be Prqﬁra"ﬁe"ﬁf"’ he Peace
of ‘the Churches #n one Nation, or wnder the Goversment of ‘one

Prince,that are nor ueceff ary or profitable in order to the #nity or
Peace of the Churches

under divers Princes. 7
§.22. Prop. 9. Thereis no meer humane Univerfal ‘S\"’W;{'

f . 78ign Civily o) Ecclefiaftical over the Catholick Church, an
tberdbre&bembup‘bwergiwm to any from God , to make Lm‘
tha fhall wniverfally bind the Catholick Church. .

8.23. Prop. 10. If it be not onr own Lawfull Givernors Civi
or Ecclefiaftical, but Ufurpers that commandss, we are not there-
Jore buand toobey them, thongh the things be lawfull.

-§.24.- Prop.11. The Cainmand; of Lawfnll Governsrs 4_9 ’”f’
Lawfull Ceremonies ave ordinarily to be wnderfFood wt.t/:l.t’-’-‘”?"””f’
though there be none expreff, as'thatin certain cafes it is ot $hor
will that fuch commaxds Joonld bind us. , o ;

§.25. Prop. 12. It may be very finful tocommand fome C’Tg :
mionics, which may lawfully, yea muftindmry be nfed by the ubjett
whenthcy are commanded.” . 8 1ed

< 8.26. Prop.13. Though they ave nor Commanded, wor cal I’
Neceffary, but profe(fed to be indifferent, yer conflantly to ufe In
different things, doth breed that cuftome which maketh tht’f;y:o.
be taken as neceffary by the people, and ufually doth very much b p 7 )

- §.27. Prop. 14, 7e certain things thar are commonly calit g A

- Ceremonits may Lawfully be ufedin the Church mpon bamaneimpo: f

e e o

[tion, and when it is nor againft the Layw of God, no perfon b/'b op;l ,
difobey the commands of their lawfull Governors, in fm'la‘t m‘gc-w

. & 28 Havinglaid together thefe Pcopofitions, I fhall re¥ i
them, in avery fhort explication and confirmation, and 1l
more largely on}thofe of chiefconcernment. ; S

Py el


file:///when

iy

CHAP. Hl.ov

'

Such Ceremonies as God hath forbidden,
or given man no Power to inflitute,

_arenot to be in beedon_ the C hurch, as

. profeableor lawfull,

HAT fome Ceremonies ('things common-.
. ly fo called) may Lawfully be command-
S, €d.and fome not, me thinks fhould eafily
> beyielded.: I meet with nooe thar are
S againftall indeed, though fome think. the
e > name | Ceremony]  unfitly applyed to . -
thofe. Circumftances which they confent to : And that any
fhould think that the wit and will of Ceremonie-makers hath -
no bounds impofed by God, is moft unreafonable. = All the bufi=
nefs therefore is to know. what God hath authorized Gover: -
pors to infticute, and whatnot? - TR el S
~ §. 2. And here they that claim a Power of introducing new -
Inflicutions, muft prodnce their Commiffion, aad Prove their
power if they expe@ obedience. . For we are not bound to -
obey every man that will tell us he hath fiuch Power,, .1

§. 3. For the right nnderftanding of this, it mult be fuppofed, .
asa Truth thacall Protefants are agreed in, that. the written
word of God is his law for the government of the univerfal
Charch o the end of the, world; and confequentcly that. it is -

fufficientinits kind ,and to its ule, ar dg:@nfgqugyetljg;hu pdﬂ!islg '

is to be introduced, that fhall accofe that law of imperfedion, | !

or. which did belong to God himfelf . to. have. xmpgfgd \
|

i
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by his law. Ifwe once forfake the Scripture fufficiency (what
ever the Papifts or Infidels vainly fay againft it,) we have no-
thing left in which we may agree. - ; i

§-4. God hath already in his written Laws, inftituted his
publick worthip-ordinances ;“ and therefore he hath done it
perfedly : and therefore he hathnot leftit unto man to come
after himand mend his work, by making other ordinances of
worfhip, as tothe fubflanee of them. He hath given us ove
faith,and no man may preachanother, and one Baptifin, and 0o
man may inftitute another ; and fo of the like, If any one
bringanother Gofps], though an Angel, he is to be accurfed,
Gal.1.7,8. SAT SO R 3 0% 1

§.5. Yet is-it in the Power of man to determine of fuch
Modes and Circumltances as are neceffary to che prrform2nce
of that worfhip which God hath infitated in his word : And
therefore lawfull Governors mayin fuch cafes bind us bytheir

‘commands,

§.6. The things. that are committed to humarne determination,
are fuch asare commanded in tgrléfiera'lt bl;rmgod‘ himfelf: either
m Scripure or nature, ) but are left underecmined s fpecie, vel
individuo : fothat itis not a thing indifferent, whether a choice
or determination be made or not, but only whether it be sis or
the other thatis chofen by the determination. But where the
thing it felfin genere is not neceffary, or no humane eleion of
determination neceffary, becsufe God himfelf hath derermined
ofitalready, there men are not to meddle, as having no sutho-
rity from God. \

§. 7. I fhall firft give fome inftances of the former fort (the
Lawfull Ceremonies) and then name the latter (‘that areunlaw-
full,) which I fhall afterward give my reafons againft. And
1. Itislefe to hamane determination what place the Publick
affemblies fhail be held in. God having commanded us to
frequent fuch affemblies, and not forfake them, doth oblige us
to fome place in general, and to afit place. He that bids us
preach, and hear, and pray, and affemble to-thefe ends, ﬂ?‘b
Plainly bid us, do this fome where. Itisimpoffible to meet, and
notina Place. Andinthat he hath not derermined of any\P,‘EC,e
himfelf, he hath left it to our reafons to determine of 25

: ) build
occafion fhall rcqul‘re.‘ God hath not commanded to :rgmpk
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Temple in foch a placg rather then anotker : or to go
thither to worfhip rather then another place (but by confe-
quence and generall dire@ions : ) nor hath he determined what
place the Minifter {hall ftand to preach in, or where all the
people thall have their feats. All thefe are but the circum-
gances of a holy a&ioen, which are left to. humane pru-
ence. ; I - :
§.8. 2. Itislefcto manto determine of the, Zime of holy
duties, except only where God hath. determined- of it already.
As that the Lords day fhall bethe Day for publick holy Affem.
blies, is a rhing that God himfelf hath determined ; and here we
have nothing to do but to difcern  his determinations and obey
them. But withall he hath in Generall commanded us to
- preach in [eafon and out of [zafon,and to Aflemble frequently, on
feverall great occafions :  And here he hath not determi-
ned of the Zme, but lefc icto humane prudence upon emergent
occafions, and according to their feveral cafes, to determine
- of what hour on the Lords day we fhall begin ; how long
the Sermon thall be ; what hour the Affembly fhall be difmift
‘what daies the Lords fupper fhall be adminiftred, and how eoft :
when any fhall be Baptized : what day the Lecture fhajl be on,
or-any more private meetings for edification: what our, or
jult how oft men malt-pray in flecret, or with their families =
thefe with the like are undetermined by God (and good reafon,
~ as1 fhall thew anon, ) and Jeft to our felves and to our Go-
vernors: Seme Time ot other we are commanded by God himfelf
to choofe. : FER G :
§. 9. 3. Itislefcto the determination of humane Prudence,
~ what Utenfils to imploy about the publick worfhip of God.
For thefein Generall are commanded by God, and fo made‘
neceffary ; asalfo in the nature of the thing. ~He thatcom-,
- manded us to do the work, that is not to be done without con-
venient Urenfils, doth thereby command us virtuall, e ufe of
infruments fit for the work. What form and proportion the
Temple where we meet fhall have, is lefc to men: whether we
fhallpreach ina Palpit? and whac fhall be its fhape 2 where we
fhall read > whether we fhall Baptizein a River, or Pond, or

Spring, or Font, or Bafon, and what materials, whether {tone
or Silver, or Pewter, ¢c. they be made of 2 whether we fhall
Fff receive
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