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Temple in fuch a place, rather then another : or to go 
thither to worlhip rather then another place (but by confe-
quence and generall directions: ) nor hath he determined what 
fUct the Minifter (hall ftand to preach in, or where all the 
people f l i i l l have their feats. A l l thefe arc but the circum-
itances of a holy action, which are left to humane pru­
dence. 

§.8. 2. I t is left to man to determine of the Time of holy 
duties, except only where God hath determined of i t already. 
As that the Lords day (hall be the Day for publick holy AflTem-
hliei, is a thing that God himfelf hath determined; and here we 
have nothing to do but to difcern his determination! and obey 
them. But withall he hath in Generall commanded us to 
preach in feafon and out of feafon, and to Aflemble frequently, on 
fcverali great occafions : And here he hath not determi­
ned of the Time, but lefc it to humane prudence upon emergent 
occafions, and according to their feveral cafe*, to determine 
of what hour on the Lords day we (ball begin how long 
the Sermon (hall be ; what hour the Affembly (hall be difmift : 
what daies the Lords fuppcr fhall be adminiftrcd, and how o f t ; 
when any (hall be Baptized : what day the Ledurc (hajl be on, 
or any more private meetings for edification: what $our, or 
jufthowoftmenmulkpray in fecret, or with their families: 
thefe with the like are undetermined by God (and good reafon, 
as I (hall(hew anon,) and left to our felves and to our Go­
vernors -.Seme Tme or other we are commanded by God himfclf 
to choofe. 

$. 9. 3. I t is left to the determination of humane Prudence," 
what Vtenjih to imploy about the publick worfhip of God. 
For thefe in Generall are commanded by God, and fo made 
necefTary ; as alfo in the nature of the thing. He that com-! 
manded us to do the work, that is not to be done without con­
venient Vtenjih, doth thereby command us virtual!, the ufe of 
inftruments fit for the work. What form and proportion the 
Temple where we meet (hall have, is lefc to men; whether we 
(hall preach in a Pulpit? and what (hall be its ftiape? where we 
(hall read? whether we (hall Baptize in a River, or Pond, on 
Spring, or Font, or Bafon, and what materials, whether (tone 
or Silver, or Pewter. &c. they be made of ? whether we (hall 
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receive ^^j**?toisr * Table, or 'n our feats, and whether 
«- r f *~ — - — — — — — , - - * . « i *• 
the Table (hall be of wood or ftone? whether it fhan DC rca.na, 
or long, orfquare? whether it fhall ftand in the Eaft or Weft 
end of the Templc,or the middle? whether it (ball have rai!s,or r.Q 
rails? whether the Bread be of wheat or other convenient grain ? 
what veffel theBrcad fhall be put in?and what grape the wine fliall 
be made of? and what veffcll it fhall fland in ? and be delivered 
m ? whether a cup, or other like veffel ? whether of filver, wood, 
or pewter,&c ? A l l thefc are left to humane prudence.In general, 
it is neccffary that fome fueh ntenfils in each cafe there be.-but the 
lpecial fort is left indifferent to our choice So alfo theBibles them-
iel ves, whether they be Printed,or Written,and in what hand,or 
colour ? Whether bound, or in a Role? are things indifferent 
inttiemfelves, and left to humane reafon to determine. The like 
may be faid of other utenfils of worfhip, neceffary ingenere." 

M o . 4. God hath not determined in what Ungnage the 
Scripture (hall be read or preacht to fuch or fueh a congregation 
fthough by the gencrall Rule, that all be done to edification, and 
that we fpeak to the underftaading.there is fufficient dire&ion for 
i t ; But he that commandeth us to preach ,implyeth that we trati-
fl«e the Scripture, and preach and read'in a language fitteftfor 
the peoples edification. And i f fas in many places of Wales) there 
be two languages equally underftood, we may indifferently 
choofe that which we think raoft agreeable to the gencrall 
rules. 

$ . ' n . 5̂  The Scripture hath commanded us in general! to 
fing PfaliBs but it hath not told us whether they fhall be in 
Rithme, or Meeter, or in what tune we fhall fing them. Thefe 
medet are left to humane Prudence to determine of. 

12,[ 6. When there are divers Tranflxtiom o f the Scripture 
divers verfions of the Pfalms in the fame 

jew, wrme s, minop &tngsy Sands s, Mr. Bxrivnsy ^ j 
hath not told us which of allthefewe fhall ufe, but given u<» 
general! directions, according to which our own Reafon, or our 
Governors fhould make choice. 

§-i3'. 7. God hath commanded us to Read the holy Scripturef, 
sad toexpound thctntothcpeople, that they may u 9 d e " ^ d 



and pra&ife them:But he hath not told us whatToekof Scripture^ 
or what Chapter we (hall read at fuch a day, or on fuch or fuch 
occafions-, nor yet what order we (hall obferve in Reading ; 

whether we (hall begin the Scripture, and go on to the end ; 

or whether we (hall read more frequently fome fubjeds of 
greateft ufe, and which r Thefe therefore are left to humane p ru : 

dence to determine of by generall rules. 
$.14. 8. Though God bath commanded us to Read the 

Scripture, and to fing Pfalms, &c. yet hath he not told us juft 
how much we jlall read at A time, or fing at a time: and there­
fore this alfo is a matter left to humane Determination. 

$. 15. 9. Though God hath commanded us to Preach the 
Gofpell, and told us what to preach, and given £»s general! Rules 
for ourdireftionj yet hath he not told us .what text, ot ftibjebt 
we (hall preach on fuch or fucha day : nor yet what Method we 
ftiall follow, there being* various methods, futable to feverall 
Texts and people: I t is left therefore to humane prudence to 
choofe both Subject, Text and Method. • m 

$. i6. 1.0. 0 o d that bathcommanded us topray, and praife 
him,and preach,&c* hath not told us juft vrhat words we /ball»fe 
in any of thefe holy exercifes. He bath indeed given us the 
Lords Prayer, which is our Rqie for matter, and Method, and 
a lawful l roWorwords : but he hath not tyed us totb,s only 
nor told u s ^ a t Words we (hall ufe befides this .-whether we fliall 
nfe words long before premeditated/call'd a form J or only fob 
as are immediately or neer before our fpeakmg premeditated, 
or in fpeaking, adapted to the matter in hand ? whether onr 
premeditated prayers (hall be expreffed in our ™Jg*> £ 
fuch as are prefenbed us by others ? whether fuch form fl»U be 
cxpreffed in Scripture words, or not r whether we (haU tmg tue 
Pfalms ^ z w ^ V c o m p o f e any Evangelical Hymns our ielvwS^ 
whether many Churches (hall ufe one and the r a m . c * o r m ° ] 
words, or various ? wbetherNpur Sermons, and Catechllms an 
Confeffions of faith, (hall be a ftudted or prefenbed form 01 
words, or the matter and method only ft udied ? &c, J*Wr"? 
many other fuch like,arc left by God, as things 
that men may determine of them prudentially as cccalions re-, 
quire, according to his directions. • . . 

$.17. u . He that hath commanded us to esprefs our minds 
F f f a m 
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in feverail cafes about bis worfhip, (as in Confeffion of cur fins, 
in Profeffion of our fakh, in choofing of our Paftors,in Confent-
ing to the cafting out,or taking in, or reftoring of members, in 
renewing proemfes of obedience, and the like) hath hereby made 
a ProfeffiM neceflary in general, and fo hath made it oar duty to 
ligrufie our Confent in alt thefe cafes, by feme convenient fign : 
For roans mind is not known to others, but by figns. But he 
bath not tied us abfolutely to any particular fign. I f a Confefli-
on of faith be read, and we are called to fignific our Confent, or i f 
we are called to fignifie our Gonfent to be Church members,or to 
be guided by our Paftors,or fubmit to Difcipline ; God hath not 
tyed us in fuch Cafes, whether we fliallfignifie this Confent by 
fpeaking,ov by fubferibingour names ( Ifa. 44. 3, 4 ,5- ) °f" b y 

lifting up the hand, or by laying it on a Took^, C a s i n f w c a r m § ) 
or by ftanding uptOT fuchlikc. A [uffcient fignification or Pro-
/ ^ « o f o u r minds is neceiTary y but the fpecial fign is left to 
our own,or our Governors determination. Of which I flaall 
fpeak more anon. 

§. 18. To this end,and OR thefe terms was xh ftg» ^ftht Croft 
ufed heretoforeby Chriftians, and to this end they ufed ponding 
in pnblick. wcrftip every Lords day ( forbidding kneeling,) * n d 

afterward ftanding up at the Creedias \\toadoring with their faces 
towards the eaft,&c.They ufed thefe only as fignifications of their 
own minds, inftead of words As the Prophets of old were wont 
by other figns, as well as words to prophefie to the people. And 
wEufebiu* tells us how finftantine meafured the length ana 
bredth of a man on the earth with his fpear, to tell the Covetous 
how little muft fcrve them ( only a grave p'ace ) after death. 
And I dare not condemn the Cautelous ufe of fueh Profemflg 
figns as thefe: Though the tongue be the chief inftrument,yet 
not the only inftrument to exprefs the mind j and though words 
be the ordinary fign, yet not the only fign. Dumb men wj* 
fpeak by other figns: Andufually more filent figns are titter 
for AfTemblies,to avoid difturbance: And fomctimes more Per-
manm figns (tofubfcriptionyot a /lone or pillar ™™f*fDr 

brance, as ftjh. 24, &e. J arc more dcfirablc. And this is left to 
humane prudence. . f t h t 

$. 19. And therefore Idu r f t not have reproved any or ru« 
^ c i « ^ ? ! » r i f t i M t , that ufed the fign of the Crop, » * f f j > n £ 
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Frofeffine final *&iontlo foe* to tht Heathen and Jews about 
them, chat they believed in a Crucified Chrift, and were not 
afhamed of his Crofs. The iccafionall, indifferent ufe of this, 
when it is meerlj to this end, I durit not have condemned. Nat-
Will I now condemn a man, that living among theenemies o f a 
Crucified Chrift, (hall wear a Crofs in his hat ,or on his breaft or 
fecit on his doors, or other convenient place, meerly ast apro-
fefsing fign of his mind, to be but inllead of fo many words, q. d. 
[ lttis*rofefsmj{elfthefervaMofa C ^ W C W , ^ 
1 am not \fhameA.j Whether thefe'things be f t or unfit, the ime 
place, occafion, and other circumftances muft lhew . Due tne 
Lawftilnefs I dare not deny. , . • .C*>**&£. 

§ . 2 0 . 1 2 . He that hath commanded us to celebrate the pub-
lickwor(hi P > and to preach, pray, praife God, doth imply 
in this command that we muft do it \nfime Geflure or other : r or 
it is impoffible otherwife to do it. But he hath not tied us to 
any one : In prayer we may kneel or ftand: In fmgmg Prai es 
(and Petitions) to God, we may kneel, ftand, or i n : At inc 
Lords Table.though we have an exmaple of fitting at tne ceieoi ci­
ting and receiving that Sacrament, yet no ex pre ft command, 

dence, to order our f f t u « ^ h i

g

n g , Praying, Hearing, sing-

^ r l f U G o d t h « b a t h required 
ll i ip, doth imply that we muft do it in a decmt H * * . JN 
nefsisa (hame : C l o a t h i n g ™ * f . " ™ n X o £ * whether 
u , what it muft be ; Whether L 7 ! % ° r

n

W ^ h i " t h e r e f o r e i S blackorwhite: orofwhat(hapeandfa(hion ; i w 

left to humane Prudence. , ,„ ,,1ebrate his 
$. 22. 14. God that hath commanded us to ™= a n d 

Praife and other eublick worftiip, hath left u to our J 
P r o d « n e « o m « k e u f e o f r u c h H e / / > , » / 2 ^ 
moft conduce to furtherour obedience, and .unu ^ ^ 
ferviency to his inftitutions. As for i n » a r ' c V „ nrefcribed 
commanded us to ftudy his word and works, natu ' i 
o e . i * f « U f i x my ftudies nor told me what £ « N 
I ^ H V te« I (halllearo (or ^ '<=»«> : B 0 - r w h s t A l U r , ° r 5 
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I (hall read in Logick, Phyficks, Metaphyficks, &c. It is imZ 
plyed that in all I ufe the beft helps, and in the belt order thai 
I can. So he that bids me read the Scripture, hath not tyed me 
to read only a Printed, or only a Written Bible; nor to read with 
fpedacles or without. He that hath commanded me to Preach, 
hath not told me whether I muft write my Sermon before or not: 
or ufe Note/ for the help of my memory, or not , but hath left 
thefe to be determined as general Rules, and emergent accafions 
and arcumftances fhall dire& us. And he that hath commanded 
us to preach and pray, hath not told us whether we (hall ufe the 
talp of aToo^ or not ; nor whether we fhall ufe an hour-glafs 
or a cloc^io meafure our time by. He that hath commanded 
us cheerfully and joyfully to fmg his Praifes, hath not told us 
n r T ? S H ^ ^ t e r f o r a n y mdodicus tune to help 
Z\h°r. w . f a e t h

f

c r w e ^ 1 1 ufe or not ufe aMufical Inftrumenu 
or the help ofmore Artificial fingers,or chorifters?Thefe are left 

* n T l l ^ 0 n t ? d c t ? m l n t of> hV general rules which nature 
and Scripture hare laid down. 

a J K,?D" • ? * C i v i £ a < a i ° n s , that arc Religions only finally, 
i u I f u U C i p r t 0 n ' a n d n o t a * y a** of fpecial worfhip, it 

l a w ; u 1 1 t 0 n fe Symbolical Ritesy thai arc in their kind 
neer of kin to Sacraments in their kind, and may be called, Civil 
Sacraments: fuchisthe fealingand delivery of Indentures, or 
other Covenant wr i t ingsand the delivery of PoiTefiion of a 
houfeby_a Key,and of the Templeby zBoe^nd Bel-rope,, and 
or Land by a twig and turf'. and of Civil Government by a 
Crown} or Scepter, or Sword, &c. And fuch is the ufe of a Ming 
*n Marriage. 

$. 24. 16. Though God hath commanded that certain per-
a n d t h n s S i u a l ^ c d be elecled and ordained Ministers 

otChnft^ndfeparatedtothe GofpelofGod ; yet hath he not 
nominated the individual perfons, but left it to man to choofe 
them,according to the directions that he hath given them .• Pru­
dence therefore is here the judge. 

$.25. In all thefe cafes, it is no ufurpation, nor addition to 
the word or inftitution of God, for man to determine 1 I t is but 
an obeying of Gods commands: Al l thefe are NecefTary in their 
Genus, and commanded us of God, and the Species (or individu­
al* 10 the laft cafe) no where by the word of God determined on 



Jr 

( 4 ° 7 ) 
fo that if we muft not determine of them our felves, the Scripture 
(houldcontradi&itfelf,or oblige us to natural impofs.bilines. 
HadGodfaid, [Thou (halt Pray, at fome Time Place, m fome 
Habit, Gefture,, &c. but neither I , nor thou (hall determine 
what,] this had been no better. . . . 

§. 26. Moft of thefe forementioned particulars, are but abu-
'Gsgto or imorooerlvcalled Ceremonies, they being onlythe.de-. 

only ^ y j ^ ^ i 
cation, being in themfelves but fuch common modi fie anons as 
arenecWary in Civil and Common moral ad ion . Yet be 
caufethe word {Ceremm\f\ is an equivocal, let them DC .10 

$.27. Though all thefe things arc left to humane 
tioh, and-(bare Indifferent in themfelves, before-, f t m a ^ 
become Occident ally Nec<ff*ry or unlawful Ana cwugg 
man muft Determine of them,yet not as he lift,without a1 Kmc. 
but by thofe fufficienc General direftions which Ood batn given 
in Scripture, and the End and Nature of the work. Ana w 
crofs thefe direftions is a firt in-hnn that doth determine. 

€.28. though all thefe are left to humane Prudence, yet not 
al waies to the Governors to be palled into Laws and forced on 
the fubjecU Moft of the points forementioned ought not 
be ftatedly determined by Law, but left to him that is upori 
place to determine of, according to variation of occauorr 
which anon.) 

f . 29. Yet i f Juft Authority (hall (injuriouily) <ietermii^ 
of them, it may be the fubje&s duty to obey; except in fome 
cafes to be after mentioned; Becaufc they are not matters afrene 
to their Power, and without their line: but only its an imprudent 
over-doing in a work that is belonging to them, in its manner 
and feafon to be done. 

$.30. Having (hewed you what man May determine of,in wor-
fhip : I (hail next (hew you what he m<ty not determine of : or 
what is exempted from his power. And 1, Some things as to 
the Subftance. 3. Other things only as to the Manner^ out 
of mans power. 

§. j 1. 1. No man may bring a New Revelation^ which he 
xeceiYed not from God, (whether it be about greater or fmallec 

goto , ) ; 



po in t s j and fay to another, or himfelf, This you or lore bouhd to 
believe, by a Divine faith i For nothing but a Divine Revelati­
on can be the material obje& of a Divine faitft. 

$'.3 2. 2. And as far is it from the power of this man, to 
fay [_1 received'not this from God, butjet you are bound to believe 
it as from me, with a faith as certain and confident, as a faith 
vine.] For this were to equal! man with God. 

$-3 3- 3. And far is it from the power of man to ob­
trude at all upon another any fupernatural matters, and Com­
mand him to believe them, though but with & humane faith, 
wbsnheciinnct: prove that the things are committed to him, 
nor give men an Evidence of their Credibility. He may not fay 
\Though God revealed not thefe fupev-natural matters to me, )(t 

hath he given me Authority to command you to believe then*,** 
made it jour duty to believe them, when 1 ffeakjhem, though with' 
out Evidence of Credibility. ] So that here are three forts or 
things about matters of Belief that man may not do. The firft is, 
rhat he may not Counterfeit a Divine Revelation • a n d 

rhe 2. is, he may not command men to believe his law 
fall humane te/iimony, with a faith squall to Divine : and 
3 • he may not command fo much as a humane faith to fuperna­
tural a/Tertions which he had no authority to utter. 1 fpeak this 
~out mens power in matters of faith, as preparatory to that 

f t wor (hip. 
34. In like forr, 1. Man may not fay [This god hath 

ndedyouinor about his worjhip] when it is not fo : For 
* were to belie God, and to add to his Law, as i f it faid thai 

which it doth not fay. Here none I hope will gainfay me. 
M S - And 2. No man may of his own head Command 

any thing in or belonging to the worfhip of God: but he mutt 
either a Special or General warrant and command from 

God himfelf to do i t . Gods Law muft either make the thing 
Necefjary snffede, and fo leave man nothing about it but to 
ieconditbyhisLaw, and fee i t executed: or elfe Gods Law 
mult make the thing Neceffary in genere, and fo leave man to 
determine of xhtfpecies (as is oft f a i d . /Bu t where neither of 
J ^ e

t ^ < > n e by God, man hath no Power for the impofmg of 

$• 3<5. More particularly, 1. God hath not left it to the 
Power 
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Power of man to add to the ten cemmaudments any univerfal 
precept for obedience. 2. Nor to.add to the Lords Prayer and 
other holy Scripture, anv general article of requeft to God. 
3. Nor to add-any officers to his Church, that are ftri&ly 
Divine, or for Divine ufes. 4. Nor to add any fabftantia'l ordi­
nance ofworjhip. 5 Nor to add any fuhftantial part of holy Difci-
fline. 6. Nor to inftituce any new Sacrament in the Church, 
or any thing that hath the Nature of a Sacrament, though it have 
not the name. 

$•37- I t fecmeth to me that Myfticalftgns ftated by man in 
Gods publick worftiip, directly to work grace on his foul from 
God, and that as infticuted, and alfo to oblige man to God again, 
are unlawfully brought into the Church. 

38- By what hath been faid, you may fee which of the 
late Englifti Controverted Ceremonies, I take to have been 
Lawful,and which unlawfull. Too many years did I fpendlong 
agoe about thefe controversies and the judgement that then I 
arrived at, I could never find reafon fince to change, notwith-
ftanding ail the changes of the times, and the helps I that have 
fince had j And it was and is as followecb. 

$.39- 1. About Epifcopacy (which was the principal point," 
concomitant with the Ceremonial Controverfiej I have given 
you ray thoughts before. 2. The ceremonies controverted 
among us, were efpecially, The furplice, thegefture of Kneeling in 
Receiving the Lords fupper, the ring in Marriage, Laying the 
hand on theBoakin taking an 0at&,th« Organs and Church mnfic)^ 
Holy daies, Altars, Rails > and the Crofs in Baptifm. (To fay no­
thing of the matter or form of the Prayers J > • :. .„ 

$.40. And 1. If the furplicebz Iropofed by the Magiitrate 
fas it was J who is a lawfull Governor, and that diredly but as 
a Decent H*bit for a Minifter in Gods fervice, I think he neea-
lefly (trained his Power,and finfully made an engine to divide tne 
Church, by making fuch aneedlefs law, and laying the Peace of 
the Church upon i t ; But yet he medled with nothing but wai 
within the reach of his Power in the general. Some Decent Ha*: 

&f isNeceffary v Either the Magiitrate or the Minifter himieir, 
or the AlTociatedPaftors muft determine wbar. 1 think neither 
Magiftrate nor Synod (hould do any more then hinder undecen-
cyBut yet i f chey do more,and tye all to one Habit, (and fuppofe 
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i t were an undecent Habit) yet this is but an imprudent ufe of 
Power. I t is a thing within the Magiftrates reach (He doth not an 
aliene work,bnt his own work a mifs: and therefore the thing t» **-
/e//being lawfuRJwould obeyhim,md ufe that gar men t j f l could 
not be difpenfed with. Yea though Secondarily theWhitenefs be to 
fignifie Purity, and fo it be. made a teaching fign, yet would I 
obey :For fecondarily, we may lawfully and pioufly make Teach? 
ing figns of our food and rayment, and every thing we fee. But it 
the Magiftrate had faid that the Primary realon or ufe of the Surr 
plice was to be an in(iituted facramental fignj.0 work grace on my 
foul,and engage me to God,then Ldurft not have ufed it,thougn 
fecondarily it had been commanded as a decentgarmenuNew Sa­
craments I durft not ufe,though a fecondary ufe were lawful!. 

§• 41 • 2. And for Kneeling at the Sacrament, I doubt not 
at all, but the impofing i t , and that on fucb rigorous terms, tying: 
all to i t , and cafting all out of the communion of the Church, or 
from the participation of theSacrament that dnrft not ufe i t , was 
a very grievous fin, and tended to perfection, in/uftice, and 
Church-dividing. I t is certainly in a doubtful cafe the fafeft way 
todoasChrift and his Apoftles, and the univerfal Church did 
for many hundred years* That none fhould Kneel in public* 
worfhip on the Lords day, no not in Prayer, much lefs in recei­
ving theEucharift.was a Cuftorne fo ancient and Univerfalin the 
Church, that it was everywhere obferved before general Counr 
cils were made ufe of - and in the firft general Council of Ntee, it 
w; s made the laft Canon ; and other general Councils afterwara 
renewed i t , fo that I know not how any Ceremony can p o l i c y 
pretend to greater Ecdefiaftical Authority then this had. AD 
to caft out all from Church Communion in Sacraments t f i« oa 
not go againft the examples of Chrift and his AP°M%*f*" 
the Primitive Chrfrch, (who long received * h e ^ u c h f f f l ' f t 

• another gefturc) andagainft the Canons of the ftrit ana1 
famous, and other fucceeding general Councils, this 1 1 ^ , 
inhumane part. Either the geflure is indifferent ° r ' £ 

m be, how dareihey thus divide the Church by it, and^can o 
Christians that fcruple i t , when they have thefe and many o 
reafonsoftheirfcruples ( w b i c h f o r ^ W e . 
ibai KneelingisofitfelfNecejlarj, ^ ^ J ^ ^ L A U ^ -
i ^ J t h J A Z then J. TheymakeChr,f tanImperfe^ 
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giver: 2. They make hirafelf, or his Apoftles,or both to have 
beenfinners. 3. They condemn the Catholick Church of fin. 
4. They condemn the Canons of the Chief general Councils. 
5. And then i f the Bifhops themfelves in Council {hould change 
the gcftore, it were unlawfull to obey them. AH which are 
confequcnts that 1 fuppofe they will difown. What a perverfe 
prepoftcrous Reverence is this? when they have leave to lie in the 
duft before and after the very ac"t of receiving, through all their 
confefBons and prayers, yet they will at other timci ftand,and 
many ofthem f i t at prayer, and fit at fmging Pfalms of Prayer 
and Praife to God, and yet when Chrift doth invite them to a 
feaft,they dare not imitate his Apottles and univerfal Church 
in their gefture, left they fhould be finfuliy unrevcrent. 

$.42. But yet, as finfully as this Gefture was impofed,for my 
part I did obey the impofers, and would do, i f it were to do 
again, rather then difturb the Peace of the Church, or be depri­
ved of its Communion. For God having made feme Geflure 
nccefTary, and confined me to none, but lefc it to humane Deter­
mination, I fhall fubtni* to Magiftraces in their proper Work, 
even when they mifs it in the manner. I am noc Aire that 
Chrift intended the example of himfelf and his Apoftles as obliga­
tory to us that (hall fucceed. I am fure it proves fitting law-
full but I am not fure that it proves it neceffary .* ( t h o u g h ™ ? 
convenient) But I am fitrehe hath commanded me obedience and 
peace. 

$.43 -3. *nd for the Ring in Marriage, I fee no reafon to fcru-
ple the lawfulnefs of i t : For though the Papifts make a Sacrament 
of Marriage, yet we have no reafon to take it for any ordinance 
of Divine worfhip : any more then the folemniz'iRg of a con-
trad between a prince and People. All things are far.cMedand 
pure to thePufe: but that doth not confound the two Ta­
bles, nor make all things to be parts of Worfhip that are fa i & i f i -
ed. The Coronation of a King is fan&ifled as well as Marrtage , 
and is as much a Sacrament as Marriage, and the Ceremmss ot 
itmightaswellbefcrupled: efpecially when God dp:h feem to 
go before them by the example of Anointing, as » he would 
confine them to that Ceremonie ^ which yet was none of his 
intent, nor is it much fcrupled. 

^ 44. 4 . And though the taking of an Oath be a fort of 
G g g 2 woiihip, 
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worfhip,yet not the natural worfhipofthe firft'Commandment, 
nor the Inftituted of the fecond, but the Reverent ufe of his r>ame 
mtbethird fo that it is not primarily an a& of 'worfhip, bus? 
Redublively^nd ConfequemiaU; : I t being the principal ufe of an 
Oath to Confirm the Truth find End firife,by appealing to God, 
which appellation is indeed an acknowledgment of his Govern­
ment and Juftice. And the laying the hand upon the Bock,, or 
Ktffixg u is but a Pro/efling fign of my own Intentions, fuch as 
my words therafelves are : and therefore is left to humane 
choice, and a lawful! thing. And I have met but with very 
lew, among all our Ceremonies that queftioned this. 

$. 45. And for Organs or other infirumenti of Mttfick: 
Oods worfhtp, they bemg a Help partly natural; and partly 
*rtipcMltto\ht exhilarating of the fpirits for the praifeof God,. 
I know no argument to prove them [imply unlawfully but what 
W 0

; ' d P r < > v e a r « f o f wine unlawful, or the tune and meter, and-
melodteof finging unlawful. But yet i f any. would abufe it , 
lv bv rn,nK§ T ^ i p i n t 0 c a r n a I P o m P , and levity, efpecial-
G h o y r S n 0 ? ? C e l , g , b , e finS^g, or bleating as fomeof our 
^ n £ k U l c d > t h e

r

C o m m o n people would thave very great 
reafon to be weary of i t , ^accidentally^ 

45. 6. And as for Holy daies, there is great difference* 
d i d S ?S : I h ° f e a r e l y a b l e t 0 m f i 1*eflio»-ihu are obtru* 
daresaste?n a r C h t h e c^ence. As ** foe* 

Dlac« of rhp Chi u I ' a n d * r e r k K common to all times and 

thef w h P l V ! T™? t h e m ' o r t h c P a ^ r s agree upon them, then whether a ̂ r , . ^ o r j t y ^ . o r tb^Mving^jmay< 
befideT f

mh a nr d e dJ ° r a S r e e d o n : / * * for Gods wolfhip, 
ro d m I- ? r d l D a y m u r t b e *PPointed : AndGod having not 
hit ZZiZ * ' r C M*8^™™*h on fit o c c a n W And tffe 
' s n o e o g a t l o n f r o n ] thefufficiewy of Scripture : For t h e ^ -
ponm tne day was mtexflent, when the Scripture was written ; 
I K nuC T . n s

r

a r e va«"ious according to the various ftate o f 
the Church in fevcral sges and Countries. And therefore co 
^ e £ a " ^nniverfary d a y o f Thankfg;ving,fuch as we keep on the: 
Pith of November for our deliverance from, the-Pap fis powder* 
pm, is no more queftionablcthen to keep4j ale&ure,- tyor.ion 
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my part do I make any fan pie ̂ o Keepa Day in R ^ ^ a r c e J & i j g * o 
®f any eminent fervant of Chrift, or Martyr, to prai e uoa tor F o r C o B V c n i . 
their dodrine or example, and honour their Memorial, but tne e n c y is accor 
bardeft part of the Queft on Whether it be Uwfullto keepd^es, cW to fcve-
^.L i - ,1 . v <^ , ». . i r LA fit Nativity, Ctrcum- r a l accidents, 
as'holy sm celebrating the memorial oj Chrtjrs i V * r ' y * v ; A , 
cifion, Fafting, Tr anffiguration, tstfcention, and fuch It kg. Ana 
the great reafons of t b ! doubt are, i . Becaufe the occafions ot 
thefc holy daies was extent in the Apoftles daies: and therefore 
i f God would hare had fuch daies obferved, he could as wh y 
and fitly have done it by his Apoftles in the Scnptnre as he d a 
other the hke thirgj . 2. And this is a bufinefs that it it were 
iV f«i?V;,would be Squally nectary to all Ages and Parts ottne 
Catholick Church. And therefore it cannot be memory but 
muft be the Matter of an univerfal La*>. And God hath trade 
no fuch Law in Scripture; And fo Scripture fufficiency, as tne 
Catholick Rule of faith and univerfal Divine obedu nee is utterly 
overthrown;: which if we grant, and turn Papifts to day - we 
{hall have as ftrong temptations to make us turn Infidels to mor­
row, fo poor is their evidence for the fupplemental Traditional 
Law of God. 3. And God bimfelf hath already appointed a day 
for the fame purpofes as thefe are pretended for f o r ^cLordi 
Day I* to commemorate the RefurreBUn^s the great Tnum-
p h a n t a a o f t h e R e d e e m e r , ^ ^ ^ ^ / . L ^ a n V 
fo that though it be principally for the Refurrfun ^ovc any 
fmgleworkof Chrift, yet alfo for all the workof ^™\n\« \ 
And the whole ison that day to be commemorared with holy joy 
and Praife. Now when God himfelf hath fet apart one day_n 
every week to commemorate the whole work of R e d e ^ p r ^ 
itfeemsanaccufingofhislnftitutions ofinfufficency, to come 
after him to mend them,and fay we tnufbaye *n « W 
for this orthatpart off^tt^jk4.The fourth Commandment 
one ofthe Decalogue, feems to be offo high a nature, that m 
is not to prefume to make the Uke. Elfc why w ^ n . f ^ 
the ten commandments into twenty or a hundred? ^ 
a doing the fame or of like nature to what bo6b»™™™ 
fourth commandment, if any will make ^ ^ c e f f a 7 r ^ „ th'fe-
day to the univerfal Church. 5. And «t feems alfo th cthJe 
Holy daies (-excepting Eafierand yyhitf^nde and other Lsra 
daiel) are b n t o f L r introduaion. Many pafTagcs-of An -

1 G g g 3 q u ^ f 
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quity Teem to intimate, that Chrifimas. Day it felf was not oF 
many hundred years after Chrift. I remember not any before 
Gregory Naz.ianz.sne that feem to fpeak of it. The allegations 
out of fpurtous authors, and that of later date, fuch as the coun­
terfeit Clement, Dionyfius, Cyprian, &c. are brought to deceive 
and nor to convince. 6. Yea more, the time was a matter of 
controverfie among the Churches of the Eaft and Weft/or many 
hundred years after C h r i a . £ p i / > W ^ , a n d t h e Churches of Iudxa 
andallthofe Eaftern parts, took thejixth of January to be the 
day ( fee Cafaubones Exercitat. on this and Cloppenburgim more 
fully in Thef. jChryfoftome faith, i t was but ten years before he 
wrote that Homilie that the Church at Conftantinople was p « -
fwaded by them at Rome to change their account of the day : And 
is it poffible that, when for about four hundred years or more the 
Churches were utterly difagreed of the day, that it was then 
Commonly kept as an Hdy day ? The keeping of it would fure have 
kep; a common knowledge of the day : Oratleaft, thedifferer.ee 
of obfervation would have raifed contention, as the difference 
about Eafter did can any believe that the famous Council of 
Nice,and the vigilant Emperour, that were fo exceeding impati­
ent or a diverfity ofobfervacions of Eafter, would have let a di­
ver fe obfervation of Chriftraasalone, without once thinking cr 
ipeakmgofir, when they were gathered about the like work, 
it the Church had commonly obfervedit then as a Holy day ? 
Or was the Church of ludaa where Chrift arofe, in any likely-
hood to have loft the true account of the day, i f it had been ob-
lerved by Apoftolic.l Tradition from the beginning? 7- And it 
seems that God did purpofely deny us the obfervation of this 
Th 7 ' ! °c J*" h e h a t h c m a i n b kept the time unknown to the world, 
i he confidence of fome be wrayes but their ignorance. Chrono­
l o g y arc never like to be ag the year, much lefs of the 
moneth or day, fome think we are four years too late, fome two 
years, &c. Many chink that Chrift was born about October (as 
Scahger 'Breughton, Beroaldus, &c.) and many ftill hold to the 
old Eaftern opinion, for the Epiphany being the Nativity, on 
fan. 6. and others are for other times; but none are certain 
o_the time. 8. Sure we are, where there is no Law, there is no 
Tranfgreljlon: but here is no Law of God commanding Chrift-, 
mas day or the other HoJydaies - therefore there is notranf-

grcflion 
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greffion in keeping them. And then 9. it // » > ; t h a t 
there is no tranfgrellion in keeping them : therefore the furer 
fide is to be taken. 10. Anditfeems ftrangcthat we find hot 
fo much as any ancient * general Council making any mention * The Pro­
of Chriftmas or fuch daiesf though of the Martyrs daies fome do.) v i n c i a l 

All thefe reafons (which I run over haftilyj and many more i f f ^ X h S 
(which for brevity I pretermit do feem to make it a very \ remember 
hard queftion, whether the keeping of this fort of Holy daies be mentioning 
lawfull. them. 

§ • 47• And it is not to be much ftuck at, that a Day to Chrift 
doth feera more necefory and pious,then aDay in commemo­
ration of a Martyr, or a particular Mercy: For in the higheft 
parts of Gods worfhip, God hath left man leaft to do, as to 
Legiflation and Decifions: and ufurpations here are far moft 
dangerous. A -weekly Day is fome what more then an Annverfa-
ry : And yet I think there is few of the contrary minded, but 
would doubt whether man might impofc on the Church the ob-
fervation of another weekly- Holy day , in commemoration of 
ChriflsMMit/itjf.Thc wor/hip of God is a more exceliea^nd necef-
fary tbing^then the veneration due to a worthy perfon ; And yet 
we have not fo much hberty to make new waies of worfhiping 
God, as of veneration to men. So is it here, though even the 
Diies that are for the memorial of the Saints, are ultimately for 
the honour of God • yet thofe that are fet apart diretfly and 
immediately to commemorate the work of Redemption, 
are Relatively much higher, and therefore fecm to be more 
exempted from the Determination or humane laws. 

$.48. By this and ranch more, I am fully fatisficd, 1. Tnar 
the keeping of thefe daics is a thing of itfelf mnecefary : 2. And 
that there being none on earth that can juiiiy pretend toa 
power of univerfal Government over the whole Catholick 
Church,it is certain that none on earth can bind the Cathohek 
Church to fuch observances; (The Canons of Paftors are Autho­
ritative Directions to their own flock/ < n a t a r e b o u n , 4 t o y 

them, fo i t be m lawful things- but to other Churches, or to 
their fellow Pafiors they are but Agreements, and how rar they 
bind,l ihallfhew anon.} 3, And even in afingle Church cc 
a Province, or Nation, Ianv fatisfied that it is a great fin tor 
Magiftratcs or Paftors t o / ^ a U that fcroplc i t , to the obferya-

tion, 



tton of thefe dales, and-co lay tfce unity or Peace of tbett Churches 
on :ic,aad to caft our, cenfure,-reproach, or punifh them tl at 
dare not obey fuch impofitions for fear of fining againft God. 
And it is a molt dfingcnuous thing to infinuate and put into 
the minds of men accufatior.s of the Impiety of the diflenters; 
and to perfwade the world that it isirreligioufnefs, or humorous 
Angularity, when it is fo known si thing to all that know them, 
that the perfons that fcrupleor difown thefe daies, do ordinarily 
walk in uprightnefs and the fear of God in other matters, and 
profefs that it is only a fear of breaking the Laws of God 
that keeps them from conformity to the will of others : and 
that they are reproached by the multitude of the obferversor 
thefe daies, for their fpendirg the Lords Day in Holy exercifes, 
which the rep roathers fpend too much in idlencfs, fcnfuality 
or prophanefs; and it is not long fipec many of them were caft 
cut of the Minifterial fervice or fufpended, for not reading 
a Book authorizing Dancing and other recreations on the Lords 
day. In a word, to reproach them as Precifians and Puritans, 
for the ftrtftnefs of their lives, ?nd yet at the fame time to per-
fwademen that they are ungodly for not keeping Holy daies, 
or not kneeling at the Sacrament, is not ingenuous dealing, 
and draws too neer the Manners of the Pagans, who called the 
Cbrifthns ungodly, becaufe they durft not offer their facrifices, 
and when they dragd them to the judgement-feats, they cryd 
Tolhtetmpios,** it them relvcs were the Godly men- I compare 
not the matter ofthecaufes here, but only the temper of the 
perfons, and manner and juftice of proceedings. 

$.49. And yet for all this I am refblved, i f Hive where fuch 
Holy daies as thefe are obferved, to cenfure no man for obfervmg 
them nor would I deny them liberty to follow their judgements, 
ir I had the power of their Liberties; provided they ufe not 
reproach and violence to others, and feek not to deprive them 
of their Liberties. pa„i hath fo long agoe decided thefe cafes. 
Bom. 14.& 15. that if men would be Ruled by the word or 
God, the controverfie were, as to the troublefome part of jr, 
at an end. They that through weaknefsobfervc a Day to the 
Lord, that is not commanded them of God, (hould not judge 
their brethren that obferve it not; and they that obferve i t not, 
fliould not defpife or f«t at naught their weaker (though cenlo-

0 nous) 



r ious) brethren that obferye it ; but every one fhould be 
fully perfwaded in his own mind. The Holy Ghoft hath deci­
ded the cafe, that we fhould here bear with one another. 

$.50. Yea more, I would not only give men their Liberty 
in this, but if I lived under a Government that peremptorily 
commanded i t , I would obferve theou:ward reft of fuch a Holy 
day, and I would preach on i t , and joyn with the Aifemblies in 
Gods worfhlp on it. Yea I would thus obferve the Day, 
rather then offend a weak brother,or hinder any mans falvation, 
much more rather then I would make any divifion. in the 
Church, I think in as great matters as this did Paul condefcend 
when he eircumcifed Timothy, and refolvcd to eat no f k f h while 
he lived rather then offend his'brother, and to become all things 
to all men for their good. Where a thing is evil but by acci­
dent, the greateft Accidents muft weigh down the lefs. 
I may lawfully obey and ufe the day, when another doth unlaw­
fully commandit; And I think this is the true cafe. 

M i - 7. And for thenextceremony, the Name and fo/mof 
an Altar, no doubt ic is a ching indifferent, whether the Table 
ftand this'way or that way : and'the Primitive Churches ufed 
commonly the names of Sacrifice, and Altar,md Priefi-,and 
1 think,lawfully:for my part, I will not be he that (hall condemn, 
them. But they ufed them but metaphorically, as Scripture 
i t f e l f do tb , 10, I ? , I<>. Rom. 12.1. Ephef.$,,2, 
"Phil. 2.17. & 4.18 All believers are called Prtefts, and their 
f e r v i c e , ^ ^ , , 1 Tet.z. 5,9. Rev. 1. 6. & *, 2 f J m 

I conceive that the diflike of thefe things in England ( t n « ™ ™ 
and name of an Altar, and the Rails about i t ) was not as it tney 
were fimply evil: But 1. becaufe they were illegal innovatwnf, 
forced on the Churches without.Law,or any juft a u t n ^ % " And 2. becaufc the way ofthofe times did caufe men to luipecr, 
that fomewhat worfe was intended ro be brought in by iuc 
preparatives ; efpecially when t he Minifters were calt out. 

§ . 5 2 . 8. But of all our Ceremonies, there is none that! 
have more fufpected to be fimply unlawjnll *™™jz"ls" 
Eaptifm. The reft, as I have fa id, I fhould h a v e . f i t t e d to 
rather then hinder the Service or Peace of the Chur en, ^ naoi. 
been p u t t o i t : Forlivingin thofe daiesm 
I had my liberty in all laveDaies and the Geft*n.)*K this I durft 
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never meddle with. And yet I know that many think it as 
icafonable, and more venerable then any of the reft. Yet dare 
I not peremptorily fay that it is unlawfull: nor will I condemn 
zither Antients or Moderns that ufe it : nor will I make any 
dijiurbance in the Church about it, more then my own forbear­
ance will make : only my own practice I was forced to fufpend, 
and mull do if it were again impofed on me, til l I were better 
fat.sfied. The Reafons that moft move me, I (hall give you in 
the end, but fome of them take at the prefent. 

§ .53 . 1. This is not the meer circumffance of a Duty, but a 
fubftantial humane ordinance of worfhip : nor is it necefTary in 
genere that man ordain any fuch fymbolicalMjfiicalfigns'for 
Gods Worfhip: And therefore it is a matter totally exempt 
from humane Power. There mufi be fome Time, fome placey 

fome gefiure, fome vefiure, fome utenfils, &c. But you cannot 
faythat, 7'here mufi be fome teaching fymbols, ormyftical figns, 
fiated by humane inftitution in Gods worfhip : There is no 
command to man in Scripture de genere toinftitute any fuch 
thing. And therefore in the cafe of Circumflantials I fha l lufu-
ally (of which more anon,) obey the Magiftrate, even where 
he docb miftake , becaufe it is his own work, though he mifdoe 
i t ; But here his a&ion is like that of a judge inalienoforo,\t\ 
another court, where he hath no power, and therefore his 
judgement is null. I t is not an a& of Authority to make and 
ftate new rayftical figns (that are fuch in their primary ufe,) 
in Gods worfliip : For there is no Power but of God : And 
God hath given no fuch power: They that fay, he hath, let 
them prove it i f they can. Natural and Artificial helps we 
difallow not t But Infiituted figns, that have what they have by 
institution, and that as afolemn fitted ordinance, I know rot that 
ever God required or accepted from the invention of man. 
I doubt this will prove a meer ufurpation, and nullity, and 
worfe. 

$.54. 2. Yea l fufpe&i t will prove a humane Sacrament-
either fully a Sacrament, or Corner akin to Sacraments, as that 
man hath nothing to do fo inftitute i t . The common prayer 
faith, that [a Sacrament is an outward vifible fign of an inward 
fpiritualgrace,given to us, ordained by Chrift himfelf, as a means 
whereby we receive the fame, and a pledge to a(fure us thereof J (tn 

the 



theCatech.) Let us try by this definition whether 
tn Baptifm as ufed in England,he a Sacrament, 

$• 5S« And i . I may take it for granted that the want of 
the Name, makes it not to be no Sacrament. And 2. whereas 
lh k d c f i n i c i o n » i c i s k id that it is [ordained by Chrifl himfelf'] 
that belongs to a Divine Sacrament only, and not to zhumant 
Sacrament devifed by ufurpers. Other wife you mult fay, that 
there is no fuch thing poffible as a humane Sacrament impofed by 
ufurpers on the Church : what i f all the eflentials of a Sacra­
ment, fuch as are found in Baptifm and the Lords fupper, be in­
vented by man, and forced on the Church, is it therefore no 
Sacrame»t ? or only, no Divine Sacrament ? However, let us 
not differ about bare names and words: I t isthzfame thing 
that you call 4 Sacrament, when God is the ordainer: and fure 
it wmnotproveitlawfullbecaufe *»*«isthc ordainer - that's it 
that makes it ^ w / « / / , b e c a u f e he wants authority, and aces as 
an ulurper. The Papiftsaffirm that man hath not power to 
make new Sacraments • no not the Pope himfelf. Let not us go 
further. r 

$.56. And 1. the outward vifible (ign here is the C r e f i made 
in the fore-head : 2. The inward and Spiritual grace is, a holy 
Rtfolution to fight manfully under the banner of Chrifl,and to perfe -
vere therein. The Crofs fignifieth the Inftrument of the 
fufferings of Chrift, aad that we do own this Crucified Saviour, 
and are not afhamed of him, and will manfully fight under him. 
So that here is i . a fignification of Grace to be wrought on the 
Soulf, and given usbyGod. 2. an engagement to perform theduties 
°f the Covenant our felves. On Gods part, we are to receive 
by thisfign, both Qualitative or ailual Grace, and Relative 
Grace. 1. The Crofs is to teach our understandings, and help 
our memories, and quicken up our dull affections, by minding 
us of a Crucified Chriit and the benefits of his Crofs. 

$• 57. That it if ordained for this ufe, appeareth from the 
words (anon to be recited^ in the ufc of i t , and by thofe words 
prefixed before the the Common prayer-book, [of Ceremonies 
why fome are abolijhed, and fome retained J where they fay th%t 
they {be mtdarke and dumb Ceremonies, but art fo fet forth 
that every man may underfiand what they do mean, and to what 
*fttheydoferve\~} a n d f j W they are fuch as are apt to flir ftp 
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ihe dullmtnd of man, to the remembrance of Us duty to God, By 
fome notable and fpecial Signification, w hereby he might be edified. J 
So that this and fuch other ( i f there be more fuch) arc appointed 
h j t fi&nification to teach the Undemanding, and ftir up 

the dull mind of man to the remembrance of his duty to God i 
Which are good works, bat to be done only by good means. 

$.58. A r d that this is a way of working Grace in the fame kind 
as Gods word and Sacraments do, is undername. For the word 
a»? i f - C r a m e n t s d o w o r , c Grace but Morally, by propounding 
theobjed a n d f o o b j e d i v e l y r ^ ^ , Remembring, and 
W I P A ^ U S w o r k i n 8 o n the Undemanding, Memory,and 
w ii\ and Affections. However the fpirit may work within, its 
t i l ? C h a t t h e or&"*nces work no otherwife. And not only Pro-

! f l 5 8 / ! 3 8 ^ 0 1 1 this, but one would think that thejefuit* 
ana an of their mind fliould be moft of all for i t . For faculties, 
hn7m t I? 1 1 1 n o t c o n f e f s a n y Phyfical determination of the 
f e l fT^ i? K ? r e r a , c i o n s b o t h o f Word, Sacraments.andSpiridt 
mnr , U t ^ f 0 T y o r M o r a l . one would think fliould hold 
S ^ i C M A C , < ? 5 y C h e n o c h ^ , that Sacraments work Grace but 
Morauy. And if no Sacraments do more then objedively Teach 
ana excite ; and the Crofs is appointed to do as much in this, 
tnen there is no difference between them to be found. 
r « ?'u A n d t h e n f o r Rflative Grace, it is plain, that by the 
«gn ot the Croft as well as by Baptifm, we are entredintoa 
u ™ f u f i i 7 ' i t J ; a n d f o i c « a n Invtfiin* Sacramental fign v 

v l r ! t ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f C h r i f l C r u c i i d : And that is the 
very effential nature of the Sacrament of Baptifm it felf.. A* 
X ^ m v e f t e t h t h e f o i d i e r in his Relation, and confequently 
wnisPnviledgei.fodothBaptifin by Gods appointment \ and 
f o i l i n g isfuppofedby roans appointment, to inveft men in the 
Relation of the foldiers of Jefus Chrift, 

$.60. Yea (more then is expreffed in the Definition of a 
Sacrament in the Common prayer-book) if you judge it effential 
Co a Sacrament to be *n engaging Covenanting fign.xbe Crofs is 
mftituted to this end. Yea more then that; i f you judge it effential 
to a Sacrament, to be an engaging fign in the very Covenant of. 
Grace it felf \ and not only in feme particular promife, this alfo is 
the end of its appointment. I t is to engage our feives to a 

Crucified Chrift as our Captain and Saviour bv-his Crofs, and to 
hind-


