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Xbe dull mind of man; 1o the ‘remembrance of his duty to God, by
Jome notable and [pecial fignification, whereby be might be edi fied. ]
So that this and fuch other (if there be more fuch ) are appoiated
by their fignification to teach the Uoderftanding, and ftir up
the giu’»ll' mind of man to the remembrance of his duty to God i
fhlch'vate-good works, but to'be'done only by good means.
§..58. “Ardthatthisis 2 way of working Grace in the [ame kind
a5 Gods word and Satramenty 4o, 1s undenable. For the word
and Sagramcnts do work Grace but Morally, by propounding
the objed,and fo obje&ively Teaching, Remembring, and Ex-
csting, and thus working on the Underftanding, I\/Iemory,,i*{“‘i
Will, and Affe@ions. - However the fpirit may work within, its
cereain that the ordinances work no otherwife. And not only Pro-
teltants are agreed on chis, but one would think that the Jefuits
and all of their mind fhould be moft of all for it. For faculties,
;hcy that will not confefs any Phyfical determination of the
Ut make all operations both of Word, Sacraments,and Spiritit
felf, to be but fuafory or Moral, one would think fhould ho!d
more tenacioufly then others, that Sacraments work Grace but
Morally. Andif no Sacramencs ‘do morethen ob jectively Teach
and excite ; and che Crofs is appointed to do as much in this,
then there is no d:fference between themto be found.
9:59. And then for Relstive Grace, it'is plain, that by the
fign of the Crofs-as well as by Baptifim, we are entredinto @
Fare of Chy ifianity 5 and fo it is an Invefting Savramental g5
Itlifteth as wnder the banney of Chriff Cracified: And that isthe
very effential nature ofche Sacrament of Baptifm it felf. As
Lifting invelteth the foldier in his Relation, and confequently
in his Priviledges, fo doth Baptifm by Gods appo.ntment ; and
Crofling is fuppofed by mans appéintment, to invelt men in the
Relation of the foldiers of Jefus'Chrift, .
§.60. Yea (morechenis expreffed in the Definition of &
Sacrament in the Common prayer. book) if you judge it effential
2o a Sacramentto be .an engaging Covenasting fignihe Crofs 15
inftituted to this end. Yea more then that; if you judge it effential’
t0a Szcrament,t0 be an engaging fign in the very Covenist ¢
Grace it felf ‘and not only in fome particular promife, this alfo is
theend of its appointment. It is to engage our felves 0 2

Cracified Chrift a5 our Captain and Savicur by-his Crofs, am‘iir[xO;
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E’}ﬂd our felves to the Duty of Soldiers or Chriltians to our
ivesend : aad confequently to teach us to expect the privi-
ledges of faithfull fervants and Soldiers from a Crucified

brift.

apphcat-xon, in the common Prayer-book : which are thefe
Eiwe receive this Child intothe Congregaiion of Chrifts flack,, and

075 him with the fign of the cvofs, in token that hereafter he [ball
#0¢ be aflamed to confefs the faith of Chriff crncificd,and manfully

20 fight under hisbanner, againf? fin ,the world, andrhe Devil, and

26 continme Chrifis fasthfull foldser and fervant unto bis lives end,
Amen.JSo that yon fee here it is nfed as a lifting,invefting,Cove-

nant fign,engaging us to be Chrifts foldiers,and not to be atham- .

ed of his Crofs, or to confefs his faith, and manfully to fight, &v.
and to perfevere.  Wkhat’s wanting here to make a Sacra-
ment ? : 5 ‘

§. 62. Yet hadit beenbut & bare Profe/fing fign, like writing
or lifsing ap the hand, to fignifie confent, inftead of words, 1 dutlt

- not have concluded fo bardly of it : And thus it feems in ancient

timesit beganto be brought into ufe : and the vo/unrary ufe’ of
the ¢7ofs on fevetal occafions, in many countries at this day,doth

feem ro be no other. But, for my own part, I darenot be -

- guilty by confent, of making a bumane Sacrament, or [lating
fuch an engaging Sacramental [ign, to all thefe ufes, in the:
publick worfhip of God. Ihad rather {uffer or leave my Mini-
ftry, them venture on this, while I fee fo much to make me fear
thatitisa fin, Buot agsin fay,asl reverence the ancients that
ufed the crofs (I chink amifs, and yet more warrantably then
we,) fo I prefume not to cenf B
but only give the reafons that make me doube, and ratherthink
it to be unlawfull, though ftill with’ a fufpicion of my own

- underflanding, and a love and honour to diffenters. :
"o rejeGed

f, Inever :
ualawfull, becaufe-
d would do again

_ §.63. As for the Common prayer it fel
1t becaufe it was a form, nor thoughc it fimply
. it was fuch a forms, but have made ufe of it, an
in the like cafe. But I muft peeds fay, 1. Thattie amng
into fuch abundance of fmall parcels feemeth to me Very tncon-
venient. It feems too light and ladicrous to tofs fentences {or
‘formally between the Prieft and Clerk, and to make fochy

~ Hhb 3 a

’

§.61. Allthisis expreffedin the very words of Minifterial

ure them that judge it lawfull; .

hat the fhreding(t ‘

e



http://IhreUing.it

(422) =

-a-muleitnde of Prayers confifting but of a fentence, or twoat

oft: And ic feemeth to be tautologie and vain repetition to

repeat over the fame word fo oft : and a taking of Gods
name in vain, or too unreverently, to begin with his Tit/es and |

; eAitribates, and end with his name again, and the merits or fake

k. . of ('hrift, and this at almoft every fentence: asif we had done

! with bim, and were taking our leave, and had forgot fomewhat
that cailed us to begin again : and thus we begin and end, and
begia and end again, it may be twenty times together: 2. But
the enforcing impofirion of thefe Prayers, is moft to be condemn-

- ed;, of whichI have fpoken, in the former Difputation. But

for my part, I cenfure none that ufe them, nor take them to be

: therefore men of anothey Religion or worfbip : It is but a modal
differencein the fame worfhip.

§.64. The Emperor Conffantine was very much for Liberty
for Diffenters, and againft perfecution of them, upon tolerable
differences: yet he himfelf was wont to write Prayers and Orati~
ons or Sermons ofhis own making( Exfzb. in vita Confrant. I. 4.
¢33 @ 32. & 29.) and readeth fome common prayers him-
felfto the Congregation in his houfe, ¢.17. (For he made his
houfe a Church, and preached in it ordinarily himfelf, though
he was b?t‘h a Lay.man, and unbaptized ; His fermon about
Chriftianity to the Clergie is publifhed by Eufibins: and be
preached a funeral Oration about the Immortalicy of the foul
in his ordinary preaching place, a little before his death : Exufeb.
47.5. 55. & ¢.29. &c.17.) He giveth his foldiers a form of
Prayer, ib. ¢. 20. commanding them that were Chriftians to ob-

, ferve the Lords Day, and fpend irin holy exercifes, and not t0
labour on that day, (ib.c. 18, 1 9.23. ) and alfo to-honour
.the‘HoI’ydaxes confecrated to the Mareyrs, (c. 23.) thatis, t0
their memorial. -~ And commanding the very Heathen foldiers

. to pray as they conld, though not in the Church butin the fields
ogether,  And in none of this dare I condemn him. ‘

5 $:65. Thefamm of all that I have faid,is chis 3 that Man .

; Ay desermine of modes and circumflances of worfhip, Neci[[ary

= #5d Commanded in gevere, but not determined by God in fpeCies
Batzo make new wor[bip-ordinances, er nftitate Sacraments o

Sacramental fign:, or any thing elfe, for which in genere be hath

30 Commiffion, this is Jimply aslawfull. i

s o Ak AY

. e
+
\




- (423)

§.66. But thisis notall : Thereisa fecond thing anlawfuli
allo ; and tha is the mifderermining of thofe (ame modes and cir-
cumftances , which he is authorized to determine. For heis (as
is faid) to do it by Gods General Rule. Here therefore we
muft thus conclode, = 1, that every mifordering of fuch greae
affairs, isthe fin of them that doit. 2. Butyetthat the fubject is.
not exempted from obedience by every fuch miftakeof the Go-
vernor : but by fome, heis. :

- §. 67. If the mifchoofing of fuch circumftances by Church-.
governors, be but an inconvenience, and do not deftroy the
ordinance-it felf, or fruftrate the ends of it, we are to obey s
1. For heisthe judge in his. own work, and not we: 2. the
thing is not finfull| chough inconvenient. 3. Obedience  is.
commanded to our lawfull Governors. ~ Of this we fhall fay
more in the laft Chap. : '
- §.68. Butifia Governor fo mifdetermine but a modeor
circumflance; as: will overthrow the fkbflance and endr of the
wor[bip, I would ot obey, exceptfome greater evil were like to
follow my not obeyiog at that particular feafon, then the fru~
firating of the dury it felf wounld come to : As for example If
a Governour make a new Sacrament, I will not obey, becaufe
his command is null, and the thing fimply evil. If he mifcom-
mand a Circumftance of Time, or Place,or Gefeure, 1 will confider
the c‘onfeq;{enu, 1f he command the folemn Affemblies to be
held & mile or two or three from the people, I will obey bim, if it
be buras far asl cango without fruftrating the wlrk-it felf.
Bat if he command us alito go ren wriles or twenty miles to wor-
fhip, I would obey for fome time to avoid a greater evil; but
ordinarily T would no more obey, then ifif he forbad all Chrifti-
an affemblies ; for it comes a!l co one. So if he command the
Affemblies to be at break of day, or after [un fittir g,T'would obey.
Butif he command thac we Affemble only at midnight, what
fhould I dothen? The thingis not fimply unlawfuli : Hedoth .
but mifdo his own work. And therefore for fome times Lwould,
obey, if it were neceflary, to avoid a greater evil. Butifbe
make it the ordinary cafe,! would not obcy : becaule 1t deﬂroy~
eth the worfhip it felf in a manner, as if he ﬁmpl}' fo/rbadxr,
and this he bath no power to do. An émconveniest gefiurel

would ufe in obedience, and te avoid a greater evill : Butll
e woB
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would not obey himthat would command me to fand o my
head alwaies in hearing.  An unbanfome vefture 1 woulduic
in obedienceto a lawfull Governour, and to avoid a greater
evil : But not o ridiculous a vefture as would fec all the people
fqn laughing fo as to fruftratc the work that we aflemble
or. el , :
~§.69. Inall fuch cafes where Governors ad not as #/urpers
10 a marter that they have noauthority ir, but only mifdo thesr
oW work | it much concerneth the fubje@sto forefee w_hats like
to be the Confequents of their obeying or difobeying, and
accordinglyto do that which tendech moft tothe Eads of the
work : flill holding to chis Rule, thas we muft obey in all thirgs
Lawfull. ’ : :

. $.70. And when we do obey ina cafe of mifcommanding,
it s not a doing evil, that good may come of it, as fome do mif*

concetve : Butitisonly afubmictingto that which is ill com-
manded, but not evilin him that doth fubmit.It is the determiner
thatis the caufe ofthe inconvenience, and not the obeyer. - Nor
8 1t inconvenient for me to obey, though it be worfe perhaps to

bim that commandeth.  While he finneth in commanding, be
may make it my Duty to obey.
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§u2. 2. Becaufe it fhews that s 16 be tmﬁ (grz
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§+ 3. 3+ It tendethiro che deftrucion bfaﬂDiﬂdtﬂtl‘Nba - 1
obedience : while the fizions of men are pré to be -
do&rines or Laws of God , it tendeth to confound «lth\iﬂgS‘i?W :
and Humane ; and fo to brmg the people to a {ofs, chat they x
thall not kanow what is the will of God, and what 'the wnll of
menl

§. 4. Let men therefore take heed bow they affirm their -
Ceremonics to be vamc as the Papifts do, that fe:gn them tt(:c
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be of Apoftolical Tradition. Some prefume to tell the world,
that it is God by Apoflolical Tradition that bath inftituted
Chriftmas day, or other fuch Holy daies, (befides the Lords;-r
day, ) or that hath infticuted the Crofs in Baptifm, or the faft 0

Lent, yes and fome of their common: prayers ; abundance of
humane inventions are thus andacioufly fathered on God, which:
isenough to make people the more cautelous in receiving them
and Tam fare makes it a more hainous fin in the impofers.. We
jultly take it to be an odious thing of Hereticks and: Papilts, (&
affix the names of [ lemens, Dionyfins, Ambrofe, eAnflin, and:
other holy ancient writers, to their forgeries, and' corrupt

writings : And how much greater is their fin, that dare affix the
name of God himfelf to their Ceremonious inventions or traditi=
ons ? ;

ia §.-5. Such perfons forfake the do@rine of thie common prayer-
0

ok, where the Ceremonies are confe {Ted to be bumane invents*
ons. The fore

faid Preface [ of Ceremonies, €¢.] begins thus
LOf fisch Ceremonies asbe #fed inthe Church, andhave hadher
beginning by the Infitution of man ; fome as the firfFWere of Godly
snrent and purpofe devifed, and Jet atlengeh- turned to vansity-an
fwrperflition : fome entredinto the Church by indifcrect devoticn,
and (uch a Zeal 4s was withom knowledge < ' and becanfe theywere
winked at.in the beginning they grew dailytomere and more abnfes;

ichnot only for their unprofitablencs, but alfo becanfe they have
much blinded the people, »

and obfcured theGlary of God, are worthy
20 be c1at awny, and clean rejected.  Quher there be, which althongh

they have becn devifed byman yetiris thonght good to referve thers:
Rsll——Nfo that you fee here isno pretence to a Divine inftitutt*

o0, or Apoftolical Tradition,bat all is tlie devicesof man.. s
1 S.6. Andafier it is.there faid [that the Ceremonits which®
vemain are retained for- 4 Difcipline and order, which upon juft

altered and changed, and therefore are nor 10 b2

efteemed equal with Ged, Laws.) And 1 hope the juftnels of the:
canfe by this time isapparent, P

CHAP:.



file:///_that

- eIy
TEOSERERReE VTR
' CHABIIY. one

Prop. 3. & 4. If things unlawfull

are commanded a3 indifferent, or things
indifferent as Mcejfary,tbey are fin-

fully impofed, and the more, becaufe of
fuch pretenfes.

lawfull, will not make them Indifferent.
2 Ifmen willinvent and introduce new Sa.
2N crameats, and when they have done, fay
25 [ we intend them not for Sacraments or

i ¥ neceffary things, but as indifferent acci-

dents of other Daties,] this will not make them things in-
different: For itis not the altering of a name that makethit ano-
ther thing. : !
§. 2. Ifchings Indifferent be impofed as Nece[fary, they bes
comea fin to the Impofer, and oft-times to the Pra&ifer. For
1.1cisa falfification, when the thing is pretended to be Neceffary
thatis not: And untruths in Laws, are far from being commenda-
ble. 2. It tends to deceive mens underitandings,to cfteem things
Neceflary thatare not. 3. It tends to draw men to vain endeas
vours : while they ‘tfe thofe things as Neceffary ( Dties or
Means)that indeed are none,they lofe their labour by the miftake,
4. Ittendeth to corrupt mens Affe@ions,by breeding in them a
falfekind of zeal for the chings that they miftake to befo neceflary.
§. 3. Yea worle; it tends to -engage men in parties and

: : ~ liiz - divifions,'

sHE callihg things Indi)ﬁrm;,‘ that are un-
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- devifions, and perfecutions againft diffenters: or at feaft, to
deftiroy their charity, and make them have contempruous
thoughts of their brethren,and perhs ps cenforious bitter words; -
whenall is falfe,and founded intheir miftakes. For who wilk
not think hardlier of him, that differeth from him, or oppofeth
him in @ Neceffary point' (or that“he takes for fuch) then
ina thing Indifferent? the greater the matter, the greater wil
e e o g T D e AR
$-4 Yea more;. it will make’ men Impenitent in fuch {ins.-
For if once they think their ceremonies to be Neceffaty, they
will: think: it no fin, but a fervice of God, to vilifie them that
arcagain{t them, as {chifma icks,andfﬁngu'lar, and proud, and-
bumorous,and Whit ot 2 0 L o,

1§ 5. As therefore it is ahaynous fin of. the Papifts, to im-
pofe their ceremonies,on pain of damnation (if they were the
judges,wo to others, ) fo isit no fmall aggravation of their fin,.
that pretend a Neceflity (of Datyor Means) of any their Cere-
monies, when there is none fach. Maulcicudes taks the keeping:
of Chriftmas day, and fuch other, the Knecling in receiving the
LOde SHPP&,@«:. ‘to be th_in s of themfelves ncceﬂgryr, {o that .
a Governour fhould fin that (ﬁould alcer or difpence with them,
ot the petfons fin that do not ufe them.swhat,fay they, fall we #o¢
keep: & Day for Chorifis Nativity? [hallwe be founveverent as #or 10
Ruee! when we receive, &c 2. And thus they alter the things 0
th@mfﬁ‘ﬂmr‘?hlbf#igsiggfd‘mm to be in themfelves Neceflary,

which are not.fo. -

_ 8.6. Yetdoth noteyery fuch miftake of another,no ot of the
“i’ni!f’eom's, milg thata fin tome which was indifferent. . Other=
i all my Libercy were inthe power of another mans conceis -

20d b might make il my m:af;#iﬁmgga_tﬁwmémim, efture,,
Bec. i fpeciesto be uplawfull, by commanding them as seee{lery>:
o under fome-unfound notion: But this:isnotfo, - - :

§- 7« ‘But in: fuch cafes, though. they..c4a00g - fo. deltroy
our liberties, yet may, they make it -our.duties fometime to-for” |
bear- shat which elfe we.aced not to forbear y.left our pracdiice
make others take it asa Necelfory thing ; and fomerimeshoust
we muft obey or do the a&ios, yet may it become our duty, 10
ﬁg"’*’ (inaconvenient way ) thatwe difclaim the congeit ©
2 Neceflicy. : : - :

2 : ' CHAF-
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| and convenient thing
is ffully commanded, when it 1S
.comr‘mmdga{ on a greater penalty t/.?en,
the nature and ufe of it doth require,
or then the common good will bear.

M5 e the prnaley exceededche erime, e
V) c‘f‘/{ is injuftice. ~ There may be injo-

W VY & ftice as well in punifhing an offender oo
50 VA ‘,@ _mgcb’i,as/ 10 ppup;ﬂgnghxm that ‘is no;
QY45 offender, with a fmaller  punifhment.
- OMSAINIS Bucif the penalry be deltrudtiveto the
Church or common good, it isan aggravated injuftice. - -~

§. 2. When Magiitrates therefore are difpofed to punifhmen
for_croffing their wills inthe mattersof God, it neerly concerns
them to look about them, apdake heed. firft what they punifh-

hiem, for,and then, with what kind of panitiment they dojit. If, -

ok
it be Goo ‘.QWQ&{@:M are punifhied for, it is perfecu~
tion, . If ic be really evil, either its grearor {mall, publick
or.private, &, If.ic be an evil that endangereth the Com-
moawealth, or Church,or. the fouls of men, let them pu-
nifh: men in fuch:a Way. as belt tends to the fecuricy of the
fociety ot [ouls of mep that are endangered. ' Bucifibe perfon
in his calling oz &&Si‘mﬁe wlefall to the Churchjor Common-

wealth, let him not be fo punifhed as to be made vnufefull.  If .

the Bifhops had punihed Noc-conformills as Recafancy was

 Lddo3 panifhed,;
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punifhed , with paying twelve pence a day c&e. 1 fhould, com-
paratively, fcarce have blamed them : For it had been but Ry
make Minifters fare harder, or live peorlier, or work for the_l!‘
livings orto pay their penalties , and che Church might il
have bad their labours : but to filence and fufpend them, and
that whenthere were no better to fupply the room (then fuch
ds were put in, ) this was to punith the Church of Chrift, and the
foulsofmen (and that with everlafting punifhment) for the
(real o{; fuppofed ) faults of the particular minifters : which was
not jult.

§. 3. 0bject. But (faith the Preface to the common prayer-
book) thongh the keeping or omitting sf & Ceremony in it felf con
fidered, be but a fmall thing 5 yet the wilfall and conremptnovs

 tranfgreffion and breaking of a common erder and difcipline, i3 #0

Smalloffence before God,

$-4. Asfw.1. Youfhould therefore put no fuch foares on
men by your commands, as to impofe upon them needlefs thn_igf,
when you think the penairy ofdifobeying you will be damnation,
2. Buthow came you to fee into the hearts of men, that their
bon-conformity is wilfull and contempruous > when they them-
felves profefs thar they would obey you if they durft. They think
they Rtand at the brink of Hell, and fhould wilfully fin againt
God if they did obey you: and you come behind them, with
Hencing and imprifonment, and drive them on, while they cry
out to you for compafiion, and proteft that they are ready o
obey as far asthey can fee the lawfulnefs of thething : and yet -
you fay, its wilfulnes and contempt. 3, And why doth not
your Laws except from punifhment 21| thofe that conform-
ed mot, that were not wilfull or contemprnons ? The A for
conformity makes the penalty to be Imprifonment half & 3o
for the firft fault : a year for the fecond, and-during life for the
third, befide deprivation : and Imprifonment during life for the
fecond offence, if the perfon have no Benefice : and this is befides
the Ecclefiaftical cenfure, 4. Ifthe work of Church Governors
be to make fmall marters great, and make that damnable that
cfore was lawfull, and this without any neceffity at all, it
will tempr the people to think fuch Governors to be the
Plagues of the earth, :
$:5. L confes it is lawfoll for me to wear s Helmet g

- B
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headin preaching: butit were not well if you would inttitute
the wearing of a Helmet to fignific our Spiritual militia, and
chenrefolve thatall fhall be filenced and imprifoned during life
that will not wearie, It is Jawfull for me toufe fpe&acles, or
to goon crutches : But will you therefore ordain that all men
thall read with fpe&acles, to fignific our want of fpiritual fight :
and that no men {hall go to Church but 00 crutches, to fignifie’
our difability to come to God of our {clves? Soin circumftanti-
als , it islawful for me to weara feather inmy bat, and abay-
tope for a girdle, and a hairclotti fora cloak. Butif you fhould

ordain that 4f any man ferve God in any other babit, he’

fhall be banifbed, or perpetually imprifoned or hanged, in my
f you add, that be that

~ opinion you did net well : efpecially i
difobeyeth you muft alfo incur everlafing damnation. Tt isin.

it felf lawfull to kneel when we hear the Scriptures read, or when
we fing Pfalms; but yetitis not {awfull to drive all from bear-
fopthat do it not kneeling.

ing and finging, and lay them in pri

And why men {hould bave no communion in the Lords Supper
that receive it not kneeling(orinany onc commanded gefture,)
and why men fhould be forbidden to preach the Gofpe!, that
wear not & linnen furplice, I canuot imagine any fuch reafon

as will hold weight at the bar of God.. - i s &
§.6. If y,oug,lf‘gy”wb; ﬂ,g'uldqwg‘ho': be obeyed in ind fferent
things ? and why Thonld men crouble the peace of the Church £
Laniwer, 1. Subjc&smult obey inall things lawfull, 2. But
your firlt queftion fhould be,, why you. fhould command, and.
thus command unprofitable thingsPwill you_command.all men to-
wear horns on their Fead in token of pufhingaway thieir fpiritu-
all enemies; and will you refolve that God fhalt bave no fervice,,
nor men any Sacraments OF Church communion; no nor the-
liberty of the common air nor falvation neither, unle(s theyjwill:
obey you ?* And then will you condemn them, and juftifie your
felves by faying [ why (hould not the: Church be obeyed?]!
3. You govern not perfect but imper fech: men and therefore you:
muft rule them as they dre,and fit your laws about things indiffe-
rent to their {tate,and not cxpect perfe&ion of underftandingand’
obedience from them, when God himfelf expecteth it not
fuppofe therefore they manifeft their imperfetion in not dif--
cerning the Lawfulnefs of your commands, profefling that they
: are:
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-are ready to obey them, if they durft ; the queftion that neeriyer

concerneth your own confciences (‘that are the impofers) to
difcu(s, is, what. reafon you have to drive all men from Gods
Church and fervice, that ( fuppofe through their imperfe&ion)
dare not conform themfelves in worfhip to your pleafure ?
Where hath God fet you on fucha work, or given you any fuch
commiffion? 4. And where you fay, They foonld not difturb
the Church ;1 anfwer, Are you {o blind that you fee not that it 15
you that difturb the Church ? If you will make fuch laws without
neceflity, which common wit and reafon may tell you, all
men are never like'to be fatisfied inand obey, and then caftout
all that will not obey them, as the difturbers of 'the Chureh,
this is but an aggravated felf-condemning. If they be
guilty, you are fo much more: If they fin and difturb the
Church by difobedience, you difturb it much more finfully,
by laying fuch fnares as fhall unavoidably procure it, 20
then taking occafion by it, to make a greater diftarbarice by your
cruel execution. Ifthe Fly offend and deferve death by fncau-
telous falling into the Spiders web, what doth the Spider deferve,
that out of her own bowels fpred ths net in the way, and kils the
Fly that’s takenin it * (yet draiw no venom from the fimilitude,
for it runs not orr all four for is it my meaningto apply the
venom toyou.) Your owna&ions moft concern your felves.
Try whether you do wellin commanding and punifhing, as well
as whether others offend in difobeying.I fhall provoke all to obe-
dience in things lawful : Bur if they fhould obey you (more
perfe@ly then God,) you may yet be condemned for your wick-
ederuel Laws. : g MI0L

" CHAP.
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Prop. 6. Itis not lawfull to make any
thing the [ubjetts duty by 4 command,
that is meerly indifferent antecedenta
ly,bothin it [elf, and as cloathed with

its dccidents.

A HE reafonis evident : becaufe No-
@ thing but Good can be the juft mat-

ter or obje& of the Governours de-
s fire : and therefore nothing but
) Good can be the juft matter of his
@ Laws.By[ Good™] Imean, Moral,
P or Civil Good,or Relative Phyfical -
Good: the Good of Profit,or Hone-

fty:And vand;tferen? I mean not [ that which s neither a flac
fin;nor a flat abfolute duty. ] For fo an Indifferent thing may be
fometime commanded.Nor do I mean any Middle thing between
Bonwm 2 '.:gtﬁ,h)ﬁcm and sos bonum : for thereis none fuch.
But I'meanby sndifferens, thar whichis ‘not antecedently Ac;
perible , 2 Defirable Good, though it benot it felf anevill o

avoided, ora hurtfull thing. ~ Bowum prblicsm, thecommon

good is the End of Government . and thexefore it muftbe fome
}vhat conducing to the Common eod, ( o agt lgﬁgézfm ‘:5
ome particular perfon) that is the juft object of th :
defire, and matfeerr of )his law. F’o: nothing but Good , doth
conduceto Good, of it felf. Nay itis therefore Good hnifgf
G B g
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wedii, asa Means, becaufeit conduceth to that which is Goed,
benitate finis, asan End ; or that is defirable for icfelf. Delire
hath no obje@ but guid appetibile , a Defirable Good. And &
Governour fhould make no Laws but for fomewhat thst 1s de-

" firable to himfelf as Governour. !

§.2. And 2.Nothing fhould be made the matter of aLaw
but what is Defirable to the Common. wealth , as welias to
the Governour. ~ For men muft be Governed asmen. Punifh-
ments indeed are not defirabie for themfelves: butyet by scci-
dent they are defirable to the Common good and- the mat-
ter of Precepts fhould be much more dcfirable then Punifh-
ment. :

§. 3. And 3. If unprofitable things be made the matter of

Laws, it will tend to the contempt of Lawsand Government :
and people will think it a burden and not a benefit and will defire

to !)e freed fromit, andthis will tend to the diffolution of
Societies.

§. 4. And 4. All Government s from God, and for God,and

ihpuld beby him: God is the Beginning,and Exd, the firit ef-
ficient and ultimate final caufe of all juft Government : And

therefore all the parts of it muft favour of the Goodnefs of s

firlt Efficient, and be levelled at God as the ultimate end, which
nothing but Good is a means to. Of him,and by him,and for him:
are all things, Rom. 11. 36. sty NN,
- §. 5. Moreover s, Ifidlewords andidle thoughts be fins that
muft be accounted for, then idle Laws much more. And id'e
they muft be if they be about unprofitable things. And.they
‘are not only idle themfelves, but occafionidle words and actions
in others, LA B s _
'§.6. Moreaver 6. It is the judgement of the Tmpofers that

 difobedience to their Laws s  fin againt God, which deferveth

sondemnation ; ( For Proteftants know no venial fins,and Pa-
pifts take fins againlt the Popes and Councils. Decrees 0 be
Mortal.) Batitis & cruelty nextto Disbolical , to lay before
menan occafion of their Damnation for Nothing. When they
firlt make sheir Laws, they know (or elfe they arﬁ'“ﬂ“?.or(bY'
to.be Governours) that fome will ohey them,and fome will not.-

3£ therefore they think thar fome ( and many ) will incu'rg:%;

s v =
B
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guilt of fia unto damnation by their difobedience, they muft
have fomewhat of greater worth then the fouls of thofe men to
encourage them to make thofe Laws.For had there been no fuch
Laws, there would have been none of that tranfgreffion, and
confequently no damnation for it. 2 Tk L 4e7
§.7. Yea 7. It is fufficient to prove that noth!ng.bﬂt fome
Good may be the Aarrer of a Law, 10 that they inflict P‘.ml‘
ties , and fo great penalties upon the breakers ofthem, There
muft bea proportion berween the Precept and the Sanction.
The Commination or penal part of the Sanction , depriveth
men of fome Good : and thereforeit fhould gommand,asgrcat
a good at leaft as it deprivech men of : Efpecially when the pe
 palty is to be caft out of the Church and fervice of God, this s
not to be done for nothing: ... ° L, o0l gings o
§. 8. Quelt. But is it not the Law that 3s fhe: K?f? of Mor al
Good ? and confequently nething Geod or Euill, bt 4s. (onforns
or Difconform to the Law ? And if [o, then mothing bm;thz.ngs
indifferent muft be commanded, For all things are Marally ”?d‘}f‘.’:
252“"‘-""’” the Law take away the Indifferency, by its precepts or proy
LE10RS . : o B ST Sad 8l B0 IELR

© §.9.Anfw. You muft diltinguith between Divine aod Hus
mane Laws,and Primary and fubfervient Laws,and between the
feveral forts of Good before mentioned. And fo I anfwer,
1. The Lawis not the Rule of Natural Good , though it be
of Moral. And therefore that which is commanded,is fuppofed
to have fome Natural Good or aptitude to bea Means of Good,
that foit may bethe fit matter of a command. 2.Gods Laws
are the Primary Laws, which are the firk Rule of Moral Good,
Mens Laws are but fubfervient, to procure the due execution
of Gods Laws. And thereforein the greateft cafes the Indiffe-
rency is taken off before by the Law of God : and mens laws
areto fecond Gods Laws, and rather to drive men on to that
which already is their duty, then to make them new duties:
Though New duties alfo they may make in fubferviency to;
and for the performance of the Oid, But there muft bea Phyf-
cal Goodne[s, whichisthe Apritnds of the marter to, atcain the
Ead as a means before that matter can juftly reccive theimprefs
ofa command, and be made a Dnty. GodsownLaw of Na-
tureis Antecedent to his Pofitive Laws: andin {upernatural

KKk 2 Pofi=
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Pofitives, thereis afupernatural adapting of the Matter before
it receive the fupernataral ftampof a Duty. 473
§. 10. Obje®. But if a Magiftrate way nos wake Laws
abont Indifferent things, then may he not make any Laws at all <
For Evill may not be commanded © And. thar Good which God
hath commanded already, having a bigher ffamp then mans antho:
rity, meeds no [uch Law. ;
* §.11. Anfw.1 haveheard this Argurment infifted on 17 the
reign of the Ceremonies, above any other : butit deferveth not
foch high efteem. For 1. The work of the Magiftrate, at leaft
about the worfhip of God ( and fo of the Paftors } isnot -
7eétlyto make new duties : but to procure Obedience to the
Lawsof God. ‘And therefore they are to command tlic fame
things again that God hath commanded, and to forbid the fame
that he hath forbidden. ' 1fa Magiftrate makea Law,and fec it
difegarded, he may make another to quicken men to obedience
and execution of the former. 2. And this is not vain,chough it
have the ftamp of a higher authority before ( unlefs you willfay
that humane Government is vain; J For Magiftrates are feen
when God is sn/een; Corporal penalties are felt, when Heft
fiteis unfeen | wnfelt | and too little belicved.” Prefent things
b{ve an advantage foroperation. 3. And we grantchat fome
things neither commanded nor forbidden before, may be com-
manded or forbidden by a Magiftrate, fo they be not Indifferent

- asto their Ufefulnefs and Apsitude o be a means for the obrain-

ing of that which s the end of the command.

§.12.Tt ischarged on Mr. %ucob by Dr. Jubn Burgefs and
others, as an error that he th{ught%tbx’ng Zﬂd'ff” ’”;g ‘f’ ¥
and Dr. Burgefs confuteth him by inftancing in variens geff#res
3% heaving where ivis indifferens Which we ufe ; and if 1 havewe
Eggs of aquality and quantity equal, befare me , it is indifferent
whick Ieat s therefore, &c. g

§-13. To thisI fay, 1. Many things fimply confidered ar¢
Indifferent (asto mat?ry or not }"m“yg’s whic‘:)hmel difputeth
of, ) which yet being cloathed with accidents, or Circum-
fatices, thall ordinarily be 8 Dury, or a fin in the Vfe 108
particular perfon. 2. Nothingis Indifferent becween Lawfult
and Unlawfull; but many things arc Indifferent betweer a
Datyanda Sin. 3.1 conceive that where any thing is Jsdiffere”

beiween

e e ——
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between Dty and fin, inthe Ufe, as Circumfantiated | it is
ROt allus hymanws , @ proper morall a&. Bot as Permsiffion
is vainly numbred with proper a&s of Law, it being but a
Non smpedire , a Negation of an a& ; 0 Indifferency is as

-vainly annumerated to the produs ofa Law.  For there needs
no ad of Law to make a thing Indifferent , that is Neker

commanded nor forbidden. For inftance, itis Indifferent for me
10 wink with my eyes ordinarily , becaufeit is not a Moral
a& that 4 man is to ufe hisreafon about, to bring every twink
of the eye to anEle@ion, or Refufal ; but wemay leave it to
Natoral inflin®. Soin Dr. Bargeffes inftances, Whether 1 fis

or. ftand ar Serman, (if 1 be equallydifpoled, ¢ ceserss pari-

bus ) is not a humane Morah & ; Whether Tost, this, Egg or

that when they ‘are eqnal , is not a Morala& : Nor do I pro-

perly Choofe, but take indiFerently without choice. And where

there isno nfe of chaice , the ad is not AMoral, except in the

Intention of the end, or indeliberating acceffes. ) YerIgrane

that Morala&s may beexercifed about thefe objes: A fcrupu-

lous MWWT{, der, whether this Geffare or thar,
GO0/ E.

this Egg or that isto w: but it mult conclude, that

 meither s5 tobe chfen , buteither to-be takes Indifferently. Which

is but to fay, that the Deliberation was a Moral aét; but
the choofing was nat , for it. was but 8 Zaking,and not a Cheof-
ing: And the Deliberation ftopt beforeitcametoa chuice, yea
a0d. parpofely aveided it, concluding that the obje@ wasnot
a Matter of choice, and the a& was not ro be 4 Moral aét:
Morality hath but two Species,Good and Evil : and Indifferency
is 00 third Species, but 8 Negation of Morakity + Viz. of Goed
or Ewvil, ' SRS st sl 4 lnuetd

§. 14.Yet may owe Accidens take off the Indiffirescy, 3nd

. make the a&ion Good .or Evil..: And: hough the Governours

themfelves thould well weigh Accidents, and prefer the cbicf,
and lay no more upon them then they deferve - yei becaufe

the Accidents are oft diftant, and unfeen; andtl}e Ruier isthe
therefore the peoplc‘fhould ordinarily obey , -

Judge of them,
when they fee them not themfelves. 4 %
§.15. Obje®. Bac in cafe the Genns is commanicd by God,
and the Species are equal , may net the Governour Limit us 10
one of the two? Efpecically in cafe the people are dvided abovt
Kkk 3 thew,
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them, or elfe will do mothing becan/e they.cannot refolue whick way
todost. Forinflance : if [isting, Fanding and kneeling be ¢ gnals
1y convenient at the finging of Gods Pmiﬁ: i, B lbf’ E""Pl‘f
be in & donbt which to ufe , or at leaft '3f they fall into con
tention abeur it, may net the Governosrs interpofe , and ll_ml_t
them to one 2 If you be the condutlor of Travailers orfaﬂh{’” J};
and thiy come to' 4 place where the way divideth, thongh bot”
wayes, are equally. | ood and neer , ‘yet yon mnft c?’”’”“”d them
obe-'v';zy‘,' and chaofe for them, becanft elfe they will go no W)
at all. : : .
" §.16." Anfw. 1. Inthis cafe you are not to choofe one Ge-
[ture or one Way rather then another, unlefs they make it oe-
ceffary by Accident. But tell them of the Indifferency and
Equality, and drive them on to-A&ion.~ And fo you only ghoofc
and caufe them to choofe AfFin before Ceffation , but mot
this way before that. 2. 1f this will not ferve, but they
will 4o wothing, unlefs you determine -of their Gefture or 7774)
you  muft _t(%ejn “command” one -rather then “another , " bes
caufe they can ufe bur oneé , - and’fome one they muft ufe,
But in thus doing , “your comparing, ‘taking Thss rather then
the orher, is not to be 'done by Eleftion, nor be a humanc
a&, there ‘being no more Reafon ( thaes fuppofed ) for on¢
then for the ocher. 'But'though' you name them' one Way of
Geftwre only (‘whenthey neceffitate it, ) you do it but s
choofing their. Aftion be?;re their ceffation’; this therefore s all
thatis Mo'_r'al‘in"'your A& : and 'that you Determine them to

A&ion by Nawing Zhs way dnd not the other,is good (' for

the Determination for Duty fake was eligible ) but that
it was rather to. This then ‘the other, was Indifferent, and not
Moral :  For of that you bad o Reafon : and where there1s
#0 Reafon, thereisno Morality. ‘ ‘ ,
~§. 17. Allthis confidered, Ileaveit to the confideration of
common Reafon, and of men that have any pitty for .th'c
Church or their own fouls, whether it be a Prudent or Chrifti-
anconrfeto make Laws for the Church about things Indiffe

‘rent, that have nothing in the Nature of themto induce them

bereunte : andthento caftout Minifters and other Chriftians
#3r niot obeying them, and deprive'men of thegreateft bleflings,
» ‘bz acconnt of chings indifferent,

e

Ay
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§ 18. If God have feft s at Liberty by not commanding ot

forbidding , then man fhould not take that Liberty fromws -
without greac caufe , and without fome Accidental good thar -

is like to come by depriviog us of that liberty , and the

Good muft be greater then the Accidentalevill. © Why fhould =~ .
any man on earth deprive the Church of Liberty inthacthing oo i
where God thoughe not meet to deprive him of it, unlefs he” e

can prove that time, or place, or fome fpecial accident harh

altered the cafe ? Inany cafe which ftandech’ with us juft asic .
did in Scriptare times, we muft no more be deprived of our .
freedom by man, then we are by God v Had it been beft for 'us, -

36y 1pa T

God would have done it.
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