
ihe dullmtnd of man, n the remembrance of his duty to God, by 
fome notable and [fecial ftgnification, w hereby he might be edified. J 
So that this and fuch other ( i f there be more fuch) arc apposed 
h j t fi&nification to teach the Undemanding, and ftir up 

the dull mind of man to the remembrance of his duty to God ; 
Which are good works, but to be done only by good means. 

$.58. A r d that this is a nay of working Grace in the fame lynd 
as Gods word and Sacraments do, is unden.able. For the word 
a»? i f - C r a m e n t s d o w o r , c Grace but Morally by propounding 
theobjed a n d f o o b i e d i v e l y r ^ c ^ , Remembring, and 
W I P A ^ U S w o r k i n 8 o n the Undemanding, Memory»and 
w in1, and Affedions. However the fpirit may work wkhin, its 
t i l ? C h a t t h e or<b"*nces work no otherwife. And not only Pro-
»ni n* r r i a g r e e d o n tbis, but one would think that thejefuit* 
ana an of their mind fliould be molt of all for i t . For faculties, 
b n ! U if* T n n o t c o n f e f s a n y Phyfical determination of the 
felf Trt K k ° £ e r a _ c i o n s both of Word, Sacraments.andSpiridc 
mnr . ^ f 0 T y o r M o r a l . one would think fliould hold 
Mor!i TV?acV t h c n ° ^e r$ , that Sacraments work Grace ta 
Morauy. And if no Sacraments do more then objedively Teach 
ana excite ; and the Crofs is appointed to do as much in this, 
men there is no difference between them to be found. 
r « ?'u A n d t h e n f o r tot***™ Grace, it is plain, that by the 
«gn ot the Croft as well as by Baptifm, we are entredintoa 
u ™ f u f i i 7 ' i t J ; a n d f o i c « a n Invefling S atramenul ftgn v 

ir«.« 5? ° « ^ ^ * > f C7r/r^/£| r And that is the 
very effential nature of the Sacrament of Baptifm it felf.. A* 
X ^ m v e f t e t h t h e f o i d i e r in his Relation, and confequently 
wnisPriviledgM.fodothBaptifin by Gods appointment \ and 
p o l l i n g igfuppofed by roans appointment, to inveft men in the 
Relation of the foldiers of Jefus Chrift, 

$.60. Yea (more then is expreffed irr the Definition of a 
Sacrament in the Common prayer-book) if you judge it effential 
Co a Sacrament to be *n engaging Covenanting ftgnyihe Crofs' is 
umitnted to this end. Yea more then that; i f you judge it effential 
to a Sacrament, to be an engaging fign in the very Covenant of 
Grace it felf and not only in feme particular promife, this alfo is 
the end of its appointment, I t is to engage our felves to a 

Crucified Oir i f t as our Captain and Saviour his Crofs, and to 
hind-



) 
bind our felves to the Duty of Soldiers or Chriftians eo one 
lives end: aad consequently to teach us to expect the privi-
ledges of faithful! fervants and Soldiers from a Crucified 
Chrift. 

§. o"1. A l l this is exprefled in the very words of Minifterial 
application, ia the common Prayer-book : which are thefe 
[yve receive this Child into the Congregation of Chrifts flocks, and 
dofign him with the ftgn of the crofs, in token that hereafter he/ball 
not be afhamed to csnfefs the faith of Chrift crucified^and manfully 
to fight mder his banner, againft fin ythe world, and the Devil, and 
to continue Chriftsfaithfull foldier and fervant unto his lives tndy 

Amen.JSo that you fee here it is ufed as a lifting.inveftingjCove-
nant fign,engagingus to be thrifts foldiers,and not to be afham-
ed of his Crbfs, or to confefs his faith, and manfully to fight, &c. 
and to perfevere. What's wanting here to make a Sacra­
ment? 

$. 62. Yet had it been but a bare Prof 'effing fign, like writ ing 
- lifting up the hand, to fignific confetti, inltead of mrh, I dudt 
not have concluded fo hardly of i t : And thus it feeros in ancient 
times it began to be brought into ufe : and the voluntary ufe of 
the crofs on feveral occafions, in many countries at this day, doth 
feem to be no other. But, for my own part, I dare not be 
guilty by confent of making a humane Sacrament or (tatmg 
fuch an ending Sacramental ftgn, to all thefe ufes, in the 
publick worlhp of God. I had rather fuffer or leave my Mini-
ftry, them Venture on this, while 1 fee fo much to make me fear 
that it is a fin. But agairrl fay, as I reverence the ancients that 
ufed the crofs ( I think amifs, and yet more warrantably then 
we,) f o l prefumenottocenfure them--that judge « |awfull| 
but only give the reafons that make me doubt, and rather think, 
i t to be unlawfull, though ftill with'afufptcion of my own 
underflanding, and a love and honour tO diffenters. „ 

$.63. As for the Common prayer it lelf, I never rejected 
it becaufe it was a form, nor thought it /imply unlawfu l , became 
it wufucb a form, but have made ufe of i t , and would do again 
snthelike cafe. But I muft needs fay, * That the IhreUing.it 
intafuch abundance of fmali parcels feemeth to me very mcon, 
venient. I t fecms too light and ludicrous to tofs fentences 10 
formally between the Prieft and Clerk, and to make loc* 
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a multitude of Prayers confifting but of a fentence, or two at 
mof t : Anditfeemeth to be tautologie and vain repetition to 
repeat over the fame word lb oft : and a taking of Gods 
name in vain, or toounreverently, to begin with his Titles and 
Attributes, and end with his name again, and the merits orfakf 
ofCkrift, and this at alraoft every fentence; as if we had done 
with him, and were taking our leave, and had forgot fomewhat 
that called us to begin again ; and thus we begin and end, and 
begin and end again, it may be twenty times together: 2. But 
the enforcing impofttion of thefe Prayers, is moft to be condemn­
ed ; of which I have fpoken, in the former Difputation. But 
for my part, I cenfure none that ufe them, nor take them to be 
therefore men of another Religion or worfhip : I t is but a modal 
difference in the fame worfliip. 
f $ ^ 6 <r T b e E m P e r o r Conftantine was very much for Liberty 
rorDi(renters,andagainftperfecutionofthem, upoji tolerable 
Gifterences; yet he hirnfelf was wont to write Prayers and Orati­
ons or Sermons of his own makingf in vita Conflant. 14. 
fpiL- T & 2 9 ' ) a n d r e a < J e t h fome common prayers him-
h. r° l e g a t i o n in his houfe, c. 17. (Tor he made his 
J o u l « » ^nurch, and preached in i t ordinarily himfelf, though 
I - I ^ A - a L a y - m a n , flnd unbaptized; His ferraon about 
^tinlhanity to theClergie is pubiifhed by Eufebius: and he-
preached a funeral Oration about the Immortality of the foul 
m his ordinary preaching place, a little before his death : Eufeb. 
» r . S $ \ ^ C ' Z 9 ' &C'*7-) He giveth bis foldiers a form of 
rrayer tb. c. 2 a commanding them that were Chriftians to ob­
serve the Lords Day, and fpend it in holy exercifes, and not to 
labour on that day, (ib. c . 18. 19.23. ; and alfo tohonour 
tne Holy daies confecrated to the Martyrs, (c. 2 3.) that is, to 
cneir memorial. And commanding the very Heathen foldiers 
to pray as they conld, though not in the Church but in the fields 
together. And in none of this dare I condemn him. 

$.6$. Thefumm of all that I have faid,is this; *h*tMan 
determine of modes and circumftances of worfhip, Nectjfarj 

mnd Commanded in gencre, but not determined by Godin fpecie. 
E*tto make new worjbip-ordinances, or in/fitme Sacraments, or 
Sacramental Jigns, er any thing eljet for which in gene re he hath 
m commiffisn, this is fimply unlawful!. 

$. 66 



§. 66. But this is not all.« There is a fecond thing mlawfuli 
alfo ; and that is the mifdeter mining of thofefame modes and cir-
cumftances, which he is authorized to determine. For heis (as 
is fatd) to do it by Gods General Rule. Here therefore we 
muft thus conclude. i t that every mifordering of fuch great 
affairs, is the fin ofthemthatdoit. 2. But yet that thefubjed is 
not exempted from obedience by every fuch miftakeof the Go­
vernor : but by fome, he is. 

§.67. I f the mifchoofing of fuch circuroftances by Church-
governors, be but an inconvenience, and do not deftroy the 
ordinance it felf, orfruftrate the ends of i t , we are to obey: 
1 . For he is the judge in his own work, and not we: 2. the 
thing is not finfull, though inconvenient. 3- Obedience is 
commanded to our lawfull Governors. Of this we fhall fay 
more in the laft Chap. 

§. 68. But if a Governor fo mifdetcrmine but a mode or 
circumftance, as will overthrow the fefbftance and endt of the 
worjhip, I would not obey, except fome greater evil were like to 
follow my not obeying at that particular feafon, then the fru-
firating of the duty it felf would come to ; As for example; I f 
a Governour make a new Sacrament, I will not obey, becaufe 
his command is null, and the thing finaply evil. I f he mifcom-
mand a Circumftarce of Time, or Placet Gefture, I will confider 
the confequents. I f he command the folemn Affembhes to be 
held a mile or two or three from the people, I will obey him, i f it 
be but as far asl can go without fruftrating the w*rk it felf. 
Bat if he command us all to go ten mites or twenf] miles to wor-
ihip, I would obey for fomc time to avoid a greater evil • but 
ordinarily I would no more obey, then i f if he forbad all Chrilti-
an affemblies - for it comes all to one. So if he command the 
Affemblies to be at bre*kj>f d*y, or after funfetthg,\ woxx\& obey. 
But if he command tbac we AfTemble only at midnight, whac 
Ihould I do then? The thing is not fimply " ^ w f u l > : ^ e , j ! 
but mifdo his own work. And therefore for fome times l would 
obey, if it were neceflary,to avoid a greater evil. But it nc 
mste it Inordinary cafe^ would not obey . becaufe itdettroy-
eth theworfh p i t felf in a manner, as if he fimply forbad ir 
and this he hath no power to do. An inconvenient gtfturel 
would ufe in obedience, and to avoid a greater evul: But I 



would not obey himthat would command me to ftand on my 
head alwaies in hearing. An unhanfome veflnre Iwouldule 
in obedience to a lawfull Governour, and to avoid a greater 
ev i l : But notfo ridiculous a vefture as would fet all the people 
on laughing fo as to fruftratc the work that we aflemble 
for. 

§. 69. In all fuch cafes where Governors a& not as nfnrpers 
in a matter that they have no authority in , but only mi/do their 
oVc* wor\, it much concerneth the fubje&s to forefee whats like 
to be the Confcquents of their obeying or difobeying, and 
accordingly to do that which tendeth moft to the Ends of the 
work : ftill holding to this Rule, that we mufi obey in all things 
lawfull. 

10. And when we do obey in a cafe of mifcommanding, 
i t is not a doing evil, that good may come of i t , as fome do mis­
conceive : But i t isonly a fubmittingtothat which is ill com­
manded, but not evil in him that doth fubmit.Ic is the determiner 
that is the caufe of the inconvenience, and not the obeyer. Nor 
is it inconvenient for me to obey, though it be worfe perhaps to 
01m that commandeth. While he finneth in commanding, he 
may make i t my Duty to obey. 

C H A P . 
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P r o p , z . h f u c h unlawfulimpo/itions 

Qas aforementioned) it k an ag~ 

gravation of the fin, i f (governors pre* 

tend that their Qeremonies are JDi*-

vine. 

$. i . £hall be brieF in the reft, having been fo 
long on the former. The reafon of this 
Propofition is clear : becaufe i . As is 
aforefaid, fuch pretenders do falfly aCcufe 

- the Lord, and corrupt his word, and add 
to it their own inventions: contrary to thofe fevers prohibitions, 
Deut. 12. 32. Rev. 22. 18. c >r n u 

§. 2. 2. Becaufe it (hews that man to be a faife Prophet 
or falle teacher, that w.tl by tTb*sfaith the Lord, when God 
hath not fpoken i t ; and that will take the name of God m vam, 
affixing it to * lye. Andai many judgements are threaded to 
fuch, fo people are commanded not to hear them. 

$. 3 • 3. It tendech to the deftruftion of all Divinefttth 
obedience : while the fixions of men are pretended to oe 
dodrines or Laws of God, it tcndeth to confound things Dtw* 
and Humane ; and fo to bring the people to a lofs, chat tney 
(half not know what is the will of God, and what the will or 
men. , . 

§.4. Let men therefore take heed how they affirm their 
Ceremonies to be Divine ; as the Papifts do, that feign them to 

I i i b e 
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be of Apoftolical Tradition. Some prefumc to tell the world, 
that i t is God by Apoftolical Tradition tbat bath inftituted 
Chriftmas day, or other fuch Holy daies, (beiidcs the Lords 
day J or that hath infticuted the Crofs in Baptifm, or thefaft of 
Lent, yea and forne of their common prayers; abundance of 
humane inventions are thus andacioufly fathered on God, which 
is enough to make people the more cautelous in receiving them: 
and I am fure makes it a more hainous fin in the impofers. We 
juftly take it to be an odious thing of Hereticks and Papifts,te 
affix the names of Clemens; Dionyftust Ambrofe, and; 
other holy ancient writers, to their' forgeries, and corrupt 
writings: And how much greater is their fin, that dare affix the 
name of God himfelf to their Ceremonious inventions or traditi­
ons > 

$. $. Such perfons forfake the dofirine of the common prayer-
book, where the Ceremonies are confeffed to be humane invent*' 
rv>V / ^ f o r e & M deface Z of Ceremonies, begins thus: 
LOf/uch Ceremonies aj be ufed in the Church, and have had their 
^nmnipthtlnfjtutUn9fm^ • feme at thefirfrKere of Godly 
mentandyurpfe devifed, andyet at length mined to vanity and 
jurperjtmon : femeentredinto the Church by indifcreet devoticn, 
and fuch a Zeal as was without knowledge : 'andbecaufe theyrrere 
Tanked at tn the beginnings hey greVe daily to were and more abnfes; 

LLr 0 " l * f 6 r t h e ' r "»?rofitablenefs, butalfo becaufe they have 
much blinded the people, and obfeurtd the GUry of God, are worthy 
to be cut away, and clean rejccled. Other there be, which although 
theyhavebeendevtfedbym^yetitis thought good to refervethm 
p U - J o that you fee here is no pretence to a Divine inftitutt-
on or Apoftohcal Tradition,but all is the devices of mam 

And after it is there faid \_that the Ceremonies which 
remain are retained for A Difcipline and order, which upon jufi 

i " "i*3 t *?"resl and- changed, and therefore are not to wt 
tfieemedeejual with Gods Laws.] And I hope the juftnefs of the: 
caoie by this time i*apparenr, 
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P r o p , 3 . & 4 . . I f things m l w f t d l 

art commanded as i n d i f f e r e n t , or things 

indifferent as 3 ^ e c e f f a r y y t h e y are fin* 

f u l l y impofed, and the more0 becaufe of 

f u c h pretenfes. 

H E calling things Indifferent, that arc un^ 
lawful!, will not make them Indifferent. 
I f men will invent and introduce new Sa­
craments, and when they have done, fay 
[ we intend them not for Sacraments or 
necelTary things, but as indifferent acci­

dents of other Duties,] this will not make them things in­
different; For it is not the altering of a name that makcth it ano-
tber thing. ) 

$.2. I f t h i n g s / ^ i j f e r ^ b e impofed as Necejftry, they be­
come a fin to the Impofer, and oft-times to the Pra&ifer. For 
1.It is a fabrication, when the thing is pretended to be NecefTary 
that is not; And untruths in Laws, are far from being commenda­
ble. 2. I t tends to deceive mens rmderftandings,tocfteem things 
NeccfTary that are not. $• I t tends to draw men to vain endea* 
vours ; while they ufe thofe things as NecefTary ( Duties or 
Means)t\\&t indeed arenone,they lofe their labour by the raiftake. 
4. I t tendeth to corrupt mens Affe&ions,by breeding in them a 
falfekind of zeal for the things that they miftake to befo neceflary. 

$. 3. Yea worfe; it tends to engage men in parties and 
l i t z divifions/ 



deviiions, and perfections againft diffenters: or at leafiy to 
deftroy their charity, and make them have contemptuous 
thoughts of their brethren,and perhaps cenfbrious bitter words; 
whenallisfalfc/and founded in their miftakes. For who wU 
not think hardlier of him that differeth from him, or oppoietn 
him in a Neceffary point Cor tint-he takes for fuch) then 
ma thing Indifferent? the greater the matter, the greater wil 
be yourdiftafte, \ 

$. 4- Yea more, it will make men Impenitent in fuch 
For i f once they think their ceremonies to be NecefTary, they 
will think it no fin, but a fervice of God, to vilifie them that 
areagain{tthem,asfchifmaticks,and Angular, and proud, and 
harborous, and what not ? 

§.5. As therefore it is ahaynous fin of the Papifts, to ina-
pofe their ceremonies,on pain of damnation ( i f they were the 
3*uclges,wo to others J fo is it no fmall aggravation of their fin, 
that pretend a Neceffity (of Dmy or Means) of any their Cere­
monies, when there is none fuch. Multitudes take the keeping 
of Chriftmas day, and fuch other, the Kneeling in receiving the 
Lords Supper, to be things of themfelves neceffary, fo that 
a Governour (hould fin that fhould alter or difpence with them, 
or the perfons fin that do not ufe them.what,fay they\(hallwe not 
kiep a Day for Chrifis Nativity t fhall we be fo unreverent as not to 
kneel when we receive\ &c f And thus they alter the things to 
themfelves, by feigning them to be in themfelves Neceffary, 
which are not fo. 

i.6. Yet doth not every fuch miftake of another,no not of tbc 
impofers, make that a fin to me which was indifferent. Other-
wife all my Liberty were in the power of another mans conceits; 
and he might make all my meatjdrink,cloaths,time^p^cc,geflure9-
&c.infpecieitobe uolawfuil,by commanding them ascecefwry3 

or under fome unfound notion .• But this is not fo. 
$.7. But in fuch cafes, though they cannot-/odettroy 

our liberties, yet may they make it our duties fomenme to-ror-
bear that which elfe we need not to forbear, left our £ r a # j £ 5 
nifkeotherstakeitas aNecefFary thing *y and foraerime thou^n 
m muft obey or do the action, yet may it become our duty , to 
fignifie f i n a convenient way) that we difclaim the concetto 

* * * * * * C H A P -
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P r o p , j . A l a w f u l l and convenient thing 

is (infully commanded, when it is 

commanded on a greater penalty then 

the nature and uje of it doth require, 

or then the common good mil hear 0 

M . 5 S S S 8 ? K ! 5 H e n t h e P ? n a I t Y exceedeththe crime, is 
is injuftice. There may he inju-
ftice as well in punching an offender too 
much, as in punifhing him that is no 
offender, with a fraalier puniftment. 
But i f the penalty be deftrudive to the 

Church or common good, it i^an aggravated injuftice. 
§. 2. When Magiitrar.es therefore are difpofed to punifh men 

for croffing their wills in the matters of God, it neerly concerns 
them to look about them, and take heed firft what they punifti 
them for, and theq* with what kind of punifhment tley do it. I f 
it be Good and not Evil th&c men are punifhed for, it is perfecu-
tion. I f it be really eyi j , cither its great or fmall, publick 
or private, &c. I f it be an evil that endangered) the Com­
monwealth, or Churci,or the fouls of men, let them pu-
nifh men in fuch a way as belt tends to the fecurity of the 
fociety or, fouls of men sbat are endangered. But i f the perfon 
in his cailing or ftation be ufefuli to the Church, or Common­
wealth, let him not he fo punilTied as to be made unufefull. I f 
the Bifjhops had punifhed Non-conformifts as Recufaxcy wzs 

l i i 3: panifhed,, 
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pumflicd,witb paying twelve pence a day &c. I ftiould, com­
paratively, fcarce have blamed them : For it had been but to 
make Minifters fare harder, or Jive poorlier, or work for their 
hvings,orto pay their penalties, and the Church might mil 
have had their labours: but to filence and fufpend them, and 
that when there were no better to fupply the room (then fuch 
as were put in,) this was to punifh the Church of Chrift, and the 
iou.s oimen (and that wkli everlafting punifhraent) for the 
(real or fuppofed j faults of the particular minifters; which was 
notjui t . 

lll^ptfrct. But (faith the Preface to the common prayer-
book; though the keeping or omitting of a Ceremony in it felf con-
t r T r ' f r ' *AmA\l ***** y " t h e ™*M *** contemptuous 
J mall offence before God. 
nJ^jt A n f a - U You fhould therefore put no fuch fnares on 
when von rh C ? T d n d s > a s t o i m P o f e "P<>n them needlefs things 
2 B « h«L P e n 3 ? f y o f d i ^beying you will be damnation, 
ron c l f o r m T 2 ^ 5? f e e i n t o the hearts of men, that their 
felve, n r l r r I V "< W ' I f u i l a n d «>ntempruous ? when they them-
thev ftP/nJ K a t J b € y W 0 u l d o b e y y ° u i f t h e V *irft.They think 
G o L f h ! , t i l e ^ r , n k 0 f H e , , » a n d ftouW wilfully f in againft 
^\etta!yA d o h i y y ° U : a n d y ° u c o m < b ^ i n d them, with 
out"ta l ^ D d l I n P r i f o n m e n t 1 and drive them on, while they cry 
obev J f f r f o r r r o P a f l i o n , a n d proteftthat they are ready to 
vouVv t ' t f ^ ' awfu lne f so f the th ing : and yet 
lorn U l R f 8 n d COnt™V- 3. And why doth not 

, C p t f r ° m P r ' * " * n t all thofe that' conform-
™JZ1 t f a a t w , e r C , n 0 t w / M o r contemptuous ? The Ad for 
f n X V l 7 ? a , k e s t h e penalty to be Jroprifonment half a year 

life for fhc 
I ZIA **dedePr,yatiO" : and Imprifonment during hfe for the 
ih S ? r I S 1 t h e P c r f o n h a v « no Benefice: and this is befides 
ttie hcclefiaflica cenfure. 4 . I f the work of Church Governors 
ceito make fmall m a t t e r s g r e a f j a n d m a k e t h a t damnable that 
before was lawfull, a n d this without any neceffity at all, it 
« i o ! C e m ? V h e p e o P ! e t 0 t h l n k iuch Governors to be the 
plagues of the earth. 

f>J% l confefs i t i$ lawfull for me to wear a Helmet on my 
. . head 



hni in preaching: but it were not well i f yon would Jnftitntt 
the wearing of a Helmet to fignifie our Spiritual * , / « „ , and 
then:refolvethat ail (hallbe filencedand impnfoned during life 
that will not wear it. I t is lawful! for me to ufe fpeflac o , or 
to go on crutches: But will you therefore ordain that all men 
(hall read with fpeflacles, to fignifie our want of fp.r.tual fight. 
and that no man (lull go to ( hurch but on q ? ^ ^ _ f f " ^ 
ourdifabihty to comeloCodofour felves? So » c . r « » f t . « . -
• U , i t ,s lawful for me to wear a feather m my ha and a ha, 
rope for a girdle, and a haircloth for a cloak. Bu t if J ou lbou d 
otdain that i f any tmn ferve God in any other hab t, he 
fhall be baninied.o/perpetually imprifoned or hanged,.in my 
opinion you did not well: efpecially if you add that he hat 
difobeyeth you tnuft alfo incur everlafl.rgdamna^on. J t ** 
itfeiflawfull to kneel when we hear theScnp ta re r«4 , or when 
we fing Pfalms; but yetit is not lawfull to drive al^trem fear 
ing and finging, and lay them in pnfon tl at do it no. Ki.teLnf 
A f d w h ^ e n L u l d h a ^ ^ 
that receive it not k™el.r.gror i ^ 3 n V ° n

 h t h e Gofpel, ihac 
and why men fhould fij r'eafon 
wearnotahnnen fqrphce, 1 cannot iw b 
as will hold weight at the bar o £ o d „ ^ 

$. 6. I f you. fay, .wi? A e c W c 4 ?; 
f f t * "W°j>ld Tob7vtn a 1 C Uwfi.ll. z. But I anlwer. i . Subjcfts muft obey in an "''>> . ,> a n ( | ; 
your firft queftion fhould be, why you fhould 
L , command unprofitable thing.? will you ̂ ^ " S r f ™_ 
wear horns on their bead in ^ f ^ f ^ ^ ^ S -
al, enemies, and will you r e f o l v r t h a t £ £ : 
nor men any Sacraments or Churcn coraiHuii. , 
liberty of the common air,nor falvation neither, ^ f " 2 e y » ^ 1 ; 
obey you ? And then wi l^ou condemn them, and jultihe^ y our 
felres by faying [ w h y (hould not the Church be obejc^J; 
* You govern no W e ? but imperfeB^ ^ ^ f ^ ^ 
muft rule them as they are.and fit your laws about things ind.ffe-
rent to their ftate,and not expect perfeSion of underftandmgand 
obedience from them, when God himfelf expedeth it not 
fuppofe therefore they manifeft their imperfeSion m not d i U 
cerntngtbcLiwfulnefs of your commands, prokffing that they 
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are ready to obey them, i f they durf t ; the queftion that neetlyer 
concerneth your own confidences (chat are the impofers) to 
difcufs, is, what reafon you have to drive ail men from Gods 
Church and fervice, that (fuppofe through their imperfection) 
dare not conform themfelves in worfhip to your pleafure. 
Where bath God fet you on fuch a work, or given yon any fuch 
coraraifllon? 4. And where you fay, They fhould net difturb 
the Church -I anfwer, Are you fo blind that you fee not that it is 
you that difturb the Church ? I f you will make fuch laws without 
neceffity, which common wit and reafon may tell you, all 
men are never like to be fatisfled in and obey, and then call out 
all that will not obey them, as the difturbers o f the Church, 
this is but an aggravated' felf-condemning. I f they be 
guilty, you are fo much more: I f they fin and difturb the 
Church by difobedience, you difturb it much more finfully, 
by laying fuch fnares as fhall unavoidably procure it , and 
then taking occafion by it , to make a greater difturbance by your 
cruel execution. I f the Fly offend and deferve death by incau-
telous falling into the Spiders web,what doth the Spider deferve, 
that out of her own bowels fpred ths net in the way, and kils the 
Fly that's taken in it e (yet draw no venom from the fimilitude, 
for i t runs not orf all four, nor is i t my meaning to apply the 
venom to you J Your own a&ions moft concern your felves. 
Try whether you do well in commanding and punifhing, as well 
as whether others offend in difobeying.I (hall provoke all to obe­
dience in things lawful : But i f they fliould obey you (more 
^erfe&ly then God,) you may yet be condemned for your wick­
ed cruel Laws, 

C H A P -
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P r o p . 6 . I t is not lawfull to ma\e any 

thing the fubjells duty by a command, 

that is meerly indifferent antecedent* 

lyJ?oth in it f e l f and as cloathed with 

its accidents. 

\ H E reafon is evident: becaufc No-
1 thing but Good can be the juft mat­

ter or objeft of the Governours de-
fire : and therefore nothing but 
Good can be the juft matter of his 
Laws. By[ Good ] I mean, MoraJ, 
or Civil Good,or Relative Phyfical 

, G o o d t f e e G o Q ( 1 o f P r o f i t > 0 r Hone-
fly .'And bypndifferent] I mean not [[that which is neither a flat 
fin,nor a flat abfolute duty . ] For fo an Indifferent thing'may be 
fometirae commanded.Nor do I mean any Middle thing between 
Bonnm MettphtfcHm and nonbonnm' for there is none lucD. 
But I mean by indifferent, that which is not antecedently Af-
petible, a Defir able good, though it be not " f c l f a ? e v i " c ™ 
avoided, or a hurtfuil thing. Bonum ?Mc»™>thZc^£? 
good is the End of Government, and therefore it rou£be ^ J * -
what conducing to the Commongtod, ( or ^ f } 0 ™ * ^ ™ * 
fome particular perfon) that is trie juft ob jed of the Governours 
dcfire,and matter of his law. For nothing but Good doth 
conduccto Good, of it felf. Nay it is therefore G*dt *»w 
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m£t, as a Means, becaufe it conduceth to that which is GooC 
Ornate finis, as an End . or that is defirabie for it felf. W e 
h a t h n o o b j e a b u t ^ 4 j ? ; r f ^ i / f f , a Dcfirable Good. And a* 
Governour fhould make no Laws but for fomewhat that is de­
firabie to him felf as Governour. 

$.2. And 2. Nothing fhould be made the matter of a Law 
but what is DefiraWe to the Common-wealth , as well as to* 
the Governour. ' For men rauft be Governed as men. Pumih.-
ments indeed are not defirabie for themfelves: but yet by acci­
dent they are defirabie to the Common good: and the mat­
ter of Precepts fhould be much more durable then Pum la­
ment;. f 

$. 3. And 3. I f unprofitable things be made the matter oi 
Laws, i t will tend to the contempt of Laws and Government i 
and people wil l think it a burden and not a benefi ted will defire 
to be freed from it v andthis will tend to the dffoluaon ot 
Societies. . 

4. And 4. AH Government is from God,'and for God,ana 
fliould be by him: God is the Beginning, and End, the fir it ef­
ficient and ultimate final caufe of all jaft Government: And 
therefore all the parts o f it muft favour of the Goodnefs of the 
f i r f t Efficient, and be levelled at God as the ultimate end, which 
nothing but Good is a means to. Of him,and by him,and for him 
are all things, tom. 11. 36:. r 

§ . 5 . Moreover 5. I f idle words and idle thoughts be fins that 
muft be accounted for, then idle Laws much more. And idle 
they mutt be i f they be about unprofitable things. Andthey 
are not only idle themfelvcs, but occafion idle words and attions 
mothers* , 

$.6. Moreover 6. I t is the judgement of the Impofers toat 
difobedience to their Laws is a fin againft God, which deferveta 
condemnation • ( For Proteftanti know no venial fins, and Pa-
piftstake fins againft the Popes and Councils Decrees to DC 
Mortal.) But it is a cruelty next to Diabolical, to lay before 
men an occafion o f their Damnation for Nothing. When tney 
f i r f t make their Laws, they know f o r elfe they are unwortny 
eo.beGovernours) that fomewiil obey them,and fome win not-
U therefore tbey think- thas fome ( ™d many ; will ™cut ™ 

fa. 
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guilt of fin unto damnatioa by that difobedtence, they mull; 
have foraewhatof greater worth then the fouls ofthofe men to 
encourage them to make tbofe Laws.For bad there been no fuch 
Laws, there would have been none of that tranfgreilion, and 
confequently no damnation for i t . % 

$.7. Yea 7. I t is fufficient to prove that nothing but fome 
Good may bethe Matter of a Law, in that they inflia penal-
ties, and fo great penalties upon the breakers of them. There 
muftbea proportion between the Precept and the Sanson. 
The Combination or penal part of the Sanson, depriveth 
men of fome Good : and thereforeit ftiould command, as great 
a good at leaft as it deprivech men o f : Efpecially when the pc-
nalty is to be caft out of the Church and fervice of fcod , tins is 
not to be done for nothing. . , 

$. 8. Quelt. But H it not the Law that $4 the Rule of Moral 
good} ancLconfeauentlj nothing Good or Evill.butas ionjorr* 
orDifcenformto the Law! And if fo, then nothing but things 
indifferent mujl be commanded. For all things are Morally ™d>p\ 
rent, till the Law take aw Ay the lndifferencj, bj its precepts or pro* 
hfbitions. „ 

§. 9. Anfw. You raufl: diftinguifti between Divine and Hu­
mane Laws^and Primary and fubfervient Laws,and between the 
feveral forts of Good before mentioned. And fo I anfwer, 
1. The Law is not the Rule of Natural Good, though it be 
of Moral. And therefore that which is commanded,i5 fuppofed 
to have fome Natural Good or aptitude to be a Means of Good, 
that fo it may be the fi t matter of a command. 2. Gods Laws 
are the Primary Laws,which are the firft Rule of Moral Good, 
Mens Laws are but fubfervient, to procure the due execution 
o f Gods Laws. And therefore in the greatefl: cafes thelndiffe-
rency is taken off before by the Law of God : and mens laws 
are to fecond Gods Laws, and rather to drive men on to that 
which already is their duty, then to make them new duties: 
Though New duties alfo they may make in fubferviency to, 
and for the performance of the Old. But there muftbea Phyfi-
cal goodnefs, which is the Aptitude of the matter to attain the 
End as a means ybefore that matter cm juflly receive the imprefs 
of a command, and be made a Dnty. Gods own Law of Na­
ture is Antecedent to his Pofitive Laws: and in fupernatural 
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Pofitives, there Is a fupcrnatural adapting of the Matter before 
i t receive the fupernatural ftampof a Duty. 

$. 10. Objed . But if a Magijtrate may net make LAWS 
about Indifferent things, then may he not make any Laws at all: 
For Evill may not be commanded : And that Good which God 
hath commanded already, having a higher /lamp then wans autho­
rity, needs no fuch LaVv. 
' i, 11 . AnfwA have heard this Argument infifted on in the 

reign of the Ceremonies, above any other : but it deferveth not 
fuch high efteem. For i .The work of the Magiftrate, at leatt 
about the worfliip of God ( and fo of the Paftors} is not ds-
retlly to make new duties: but to procure Obedience to the 
Laws of God. And therefore they are to command the fame 
things again that God hath commanded, and xo forbid the fame 
that he hath forbidden. I f a Magiftrate make a Law, and fee it 
difregarded, he may make another to quicken men to obedience 
and execution of the former. 2. And this is not vain,though it 
have the ftamp of a higher authority before ( unlefs you will fay 
that humane Government is vain; ) For Magnates arcfeen 
when God is unfeen; Corporal penalties Are felt, when Hell 
fire is unfeen , unfele , and too little believed. Prefent things 
have an advantage for operation. 3. And we grant that fome 
things neither commanded nor forbidden before, may be com-
©anded or forbidden by a Magiftrate, fo they be not Indifferent 
arto their ZJfefulnefs znd Aptitude to be a means for the obtain­
ing of that which is the end o f the command. 

$. 12. I t is charged on Mr. Jacob by Dr . John Burgefs and 
Others, as an error,that he thought nothing indifferent at all: 
and Dr . Burgefs confuteth him by inftancing in variousge(Inres 
*n hear ing^wher e i$ is indifferent Khich we ufe \ and i f 7 have two-
Egg* of * quality and quantity eaual, before me, it is indifferent 
•which I eat: therefore, &c. 

$.13. T a t h i s I fay, 1. Many things fimply confidered are 
Indifferent (as to marry or not marry, which Paul difputetb 
9>T, ) which yet being cloathed with accidents, or Circum-
ftantes, (hall ordinarily be a Duty, or a fin in the Vfe to a 
particular perfon. 2. Nothing is Indifferent between Lawfull 
and Vnlawfull; but many things are Indifferent between a 
Duty and a Sin. 3.1 conceive that where any thing is Indifferent 
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etween Duty and fin, in the V f e , as Circumftantia ted, it is 

not humanus, a proper moral, ad . But as Permijfion 
is vainly numbred with proper ads of Law , it being but a 
Non impedire , a Negation of an aft ^ fo Indifferency is as 
vainly annumerated to the produces of a Law. For there needs 
no ad of Law to make a thing Indifferent, that is Neither 
commanded nor forbidden. For inftance, it is Indifferent for me 
to wink, with my eyes ordinarily , becaufeit is not a Moral 
ad that a man if to ufe his reafon about, to bring every twink 
of the eye to an Eledion, or Refufal but we may leave it to 
Natural ini l ind. So in Dr. Burgeffes inftanccs, Whether I fit 
*r fiand at Sermon, ( i f I be equally difpofed, & cater is pari-
hus) is not a humane Moral a d ; Whether J eat this Egg or 
that -when they ar< equal, is not a Moral ad : Nor. do 1 pro­
perly Choofc, but take indifferently without choice. And where 
there is no ufe of choice , the ad is not Moraly except in the 
Intention of the end, or in deliberating accefTes. ) Yet I grant 
that Moral ads may beexercifed about thefe objeds; A fcrupu-
lous mind may be put to confider, whether this Gefture or thac, 
this Egg or that is to be chofeo: but it mutt conclude, thac 
neither is to be chsfen, but either to be taks* Indifferently. Which 
is but to fay, that the Deliberation was a Moral aft ; but 
the choofing was mt , for it was but a Takjng,and not a Choof-
ing: And the Deliberation flopt before it came to a_ choice > yea 
and purpojely avoided it, concluding that the ob jed was not 
a Matter »f choice, and the ad was rot to be a Moral aft : 
Morality hath but two Species good and Evil f and Indifferency 
is no third Species, but a Negation of Morality : viz. of Good 
or Evil. 

14-Yet may one Accident take off the Indiffm.ncj, and 
make the adion good or Evil. And though the Governours 
themfelves (hould well weigh Accidents, and prefer the chief, 
and lay no more upon them then tbey deferveye; becaufe 
the Accidents are ofl diftant, and unfeen, and the Ruier is the 
Judge of them, therefore the people fhould ordinarily obey, 
when they fee them not therofelves. 

$.15. Objed. Bat in cafe the Genus is commanded by God, 
and the Species are equal, may net the Gcvernmr limit m to 
one of the two} Efpecically in cafe the people are d'vided abo'< t 
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them, or elfe will do nothing Jecaife they cannot refohe which way 
to do it. For injlance : if fitting, fianding and kneeling be equal­
ly convenient at the [inging of Gods Pratfes , if the people 
be in a doubt which to ufe , or at leafi if they fall ^con­
tention about it, may net the Governours interpofe , and Unit 
them to one ? If you be the conductor ofTravailers or Sculdiers, 
and they come to a place where the way divideth, though both 
wayes, are equally good and neer , Jtt you mufi command \htm 
one vay, and choofe for them, becaufe elfe they will go no way 
at all. -

16. Anfw. i . Inthiscafe you are not tochoofeoneG^ 
Pure or one W*y rather then another, unlefs theymake it ne-
cefory by Accident. But tell them of the Indifferency ana 
Equality, and drive them on to Adion. And fo you only choole 
and caufe them to choofe AZtion before Ceffation, but not 
this way before that. 2. I f this will not fcrvc , but they 
will do nothing, unlefs you determine of thcwQefture or pray, 
you muft then command one rather then another : be­
caufe they cab ufe but one > and fome one they muft trie. 
But in thus doing your comparing, taking -This rather then 
the other, is not to be done by Eletlion, nor be a humane 
af t , there being no more Reafon (thats fu^pofed ) for o n C 

then for the other. But though you name them one Way or 
Geflme only ( when they ncceffitate i t , ) you do it but as 
choofing their AZIUn before their celfation ; this therefore is all 
that is Moral in your A d : and that you Determine them to 
Af t ion by Naming This way and not the other, is good ( for 
the Determination for Duty fake was eligible •* ) but that 
it was rather to This then the other, was Indifferent, and not 
Moral : For of that you bad no Reafon • and where there is 
no Reafon, there is no Morality. 

1: l7> AH this confidered, Ucaveit to the confederation of 
common Reafon, and of men that have any pirty for the 
Church or their own fouls, whether it be a Prudent or Chrijh-
anconrfeto make Laws for the Church about things Indiffe* 
rent, that have nothing in the Natureof them to induce them 
; e unto : and then to call out Minifters and other Cbriftians 
o not obeying thc^, and deprive men 

ofthegicateftbleffings, 
naccount ofuiings indifferent# * 0 

" *: . " I D . 
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f i & I f God have left us at Liberty by not commanding or 

forbidding, then man {hould not take that Liberty from us 
without great caufe , and without fome Accidental good thac 
is like to come by depriving us of that liberty , and the 
Good muft be greater then the Accidental cvill. Why (hould 
any man on earth deprive the Church of Liberty in that thing 
where God thought not meet to deprive him of i t , unlefs he 
can prove that time, or place, or fome fpecial accident hath 
altered the cafe ? In any cafe which ftandeth with us jail as it 
did in Scripture times, we muft no more be deprived of our 
freedom by man, then we are by God: Had it been beft for us,, 
God would have done iit, 

v.; .-• i . C H A P . V I I . 

P r o p . 7 * Some things may be I m f u l l y 

and profitably\ commandedat'one'Time 

. and I ace 0 and to one f o r t of people, 

that may not at or to another : no nor 

obeyed^ifcommt 

•—•—-

toming all 

H E cafe isfo plain in point of CcwntaxA-
ix<r, that it is paft all doubt. Many Accident* 
may make that deftru&ive at one Time 
and place,that would be profitable at ano­
ther. Pauls precepts and praa ce in be-

•i M- rf«fl rh'.r to all men»do mani&ft this. 


