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§ 18. If God have feft s at Liberty by not commanding ot

forbidding , then man fhould not take that Liberty fromws -
without greac caufe , and without fome Accidental good thar -

is like to come by depriviog us of that liberty , and the

Good muft be greater then the Accidentalevill. © Why fhould =~ .
any man on earth deprive the Church of Liberty inthacthing oo i
where God thoughe not meet to deprive him of it, unlefs he” e

can prove that time, or place, or fome fpecial accident harh

altered the cafe ? Inany cafe which ftandech’ with us juft asic .
did in Scriptare times, we muft no more be deprived of our .
freedom by man, then we are by God v Had it been beft for 'us, -

36y 1pa T

God would have done it.
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* ThePope 75 32+ * The Papifts themfelves are convinced of this : and
bound Heryy LErefore fometime granted the Bobemians the ufe of the cup
the fourth *  for the Laity in the Lords Supper : and profefs thatit isin the
limg 0%"”? Power of the Pope and Council to do the fame by other places.
gy YIS Yea when they burn men for:the Proteftant Religion in one
rate Herefie, “-OUNLrey, they tolerate it in another, for fear of a greater
excepe in thac £Vil, | . And when they torment men in one ageand place for
o R Pl?"g ; Bible in the vulgar.tongue, in another place or time,
ut tumule or O£y themfelves tranfiace ir.
war.] Dvila - §+3- Itis therefore a very great finin Governours, unnecef-
p-1362. an.  farily to make fuch things the mazrer of a common flanding Law
;{195-:0;hac whichis fo variable, yea and muft be varied according to di-
cthcrioﬁen;alg- verfity of times and places: Thefe things fhould be lef to the
it himfelf, the Lrudence of the Governours that are on the place. No wife
goodman  General will takea Commiffion for the Command of an Ar-
malf“f“’“fd' my, ifhe muft be tiedup before hand, when tomarch,and when
dorime he” o ftand flill,and which way to go,and how to fight in all the va-

Bt riable Circom{tances. Shall Gove tend to be fo much
thathewil] Ti8 s.. Shall Governours preten :
el hereticks: Wiler then God , as to make a ftanding Law for that which
butacanother God thought bett to leave at liberty , to be varied as occafions
me 30000. vary ? 2

::ffx;?:;i:; §. 4. The Englith Church Laws do tie the Minifters to a
ina fow daies Particular habic, and to che parcicular Chapers of Scripture
( Dawvilafaich that w:smuﬁ :ead : »g‘nd if the Law- gi'“!s.&b‘.ﬂ,d,‘ pleafed ? [hCY.
ﬁﬁ%%ﬁ'ngaﬁf might as well'have tied nsto thar parcicular Texe which they
°% " will have us preach on, and forbid us to choofe s Text asa Cha-

in finging, as in Reading, But allthis isagainft the nature, of
our office, and the good. of .the Church : And therefore it is
not fit matter for g Law. ; If Tknaw my hearers to be moft ad-
died to Drunkennefs, muft I be tyed up from Reading or
pm-ld“ng againit thae fin, andtyedto Read-and Preachonly
againft Covetoufnefs or the like, begaufe it feemeth meet to
VErnours.to tye me to a conftane courfe?-If F-havea tra.
Qable people, it may do, them no harm to limit themtothis or
"b“i Befture, vefiure, ¢c.But whaeif they be pf‘rejd‘icéd;qgainft
athing that init felf is lawfall, gnd take it tobe-a fin, and re-
folvethat they will rather forbear Gods Ordinances then ufe a
thing that their Confcignces are againftymuft A needs exercife %
' Mmoo, O

Pter : And they might have as well tyed us to particular Pfalms
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prefsa Geflure, veflure or fuch Ceremonie, whenl feé it tendeth Ard theretre

to thedeliru&ion of my flock? Mult T needs deny the Lords whendfaid ~
Supper to all my flock, if they darenot receivéir in this or thag before thae in

gefture (jet it be fitting or kneeling, ) and all becaule Iam com~ cafe of Necef
manded ro dofo ? ; a rﬁ::ryhi:;?:i(cil
N 4 3

§. 5. Suppoleit here granted that the thing beinglawfull, thea not com-
it is the peoples finful weakrefs that ‘csufeth them to refufemumicate; yer
it; and that the power commanding me no otherwife to deliver Lrowadd -
1t, s fuch as in things lawful T am bound to obey't yet is it not ;2:;}1‘:[?::& :
a thing lawfull to punifh the peop'esinfirmity in a circumflance racher beim-
fo fevercl.y as with an excommunication, or a denying them the prifoned or
communion of the Charch in thé Lords fupper.infuch a cafemy 0"}““’“?
firfk duty is,co'tell theMagifirate that fuch a Law is finfully cruel gﬁigiﬁi’ :
and deftrué&ive to rhe Churches peace, Ifchat will noc-prevail of che Chigtel
;’t;[h,,h‘m to repeal or fufpend fuch an uorighreousiaw,my: next ches Commu-
tyis,yetto perfwade the people to obey him:(for we fuppofe T1on all chat
the gelture or ceremony commanded now to-be Tawfoll J BUE Lol or con-
i 1 can neither prevail with the Magiftrate to forbear bis impo- form infucha
fition, nor with the’ ﬁtbpﬁ"‘:t'#&ﬁsf’*m, “my ‘vext'duty'is to circunftance:
forbear the execution of his unrighteous penalty : | dare notbe And yet this
his executioner, in excluding alt Chrifts fervants from his houfe X“_c I"{;‘“‘
or holy Communion, that dare not do every circumantial coamanded
a&ionthatjsimpofed on them: Forthe penalty is flat contrary on great pe-
to the Commands of Chrift. ~ Yer would 1 not refift the Mags nalties to de.
ftrate, bur lay down my office, i the Churches neceflity did not <
forbid me to lay it down: but if it did, Twould do My office,
and fuffer what the Magiftrate thouldinfli& upon me.

§.6. Andindzed; { mightelfe be obliged by a Magiftrateto
excommunicate or deny Communion to all Chriftians within my
reach: For all Chriftians are imperfe& ; and thére'is not one
but is liable co error in'a greater mateer the a ‘gelture or
circumftance, fuch as we have now before us: 1o tior one but
doth 2@ually err ivas gréat a matcer: and therefore one as well
as another’ oathisaccount may be caft outr : Bt - Clirift would
not have ehisdaalipgin hisChureh. 7"

§.7: Moty tender are his own exprefiions, M practifeand
hislaws towards thafechatare infirm | He eame ¥ "preactrthe
Gofpelto the poor,and heal the b’rdkeﬁah'eir@d;‘_m fay upon -
them an eafier yoak and lighter turden. He 'will not break the .
: L1l , bruifed
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| Luke 4.18.  bruifed Reed, nor quench the fmoaking flax : be carryeth the
| Marth.11.28.. Lambs in his arms, and gencly driveth thofe with young: The
- Mawth.12.20- {ircle ones that believe in him muft not be effended : It were
; Ifa. 42:2,3.¢7

£0.11.. Mat.
L 18.6. Luke

f

i
!
!

Rom. 14

| 13515520

>21,

23:

better for him that offendeth one of them (by injurious
perfecution) chat a milltone were harged abous lus peck, and

17 2- that he were caft into the fea : Him that is weak (even) In
E; d.I.X@ in the Faith, we mufk receive (and therefore muft not caft bim-
| X5.152.8" 14

out that doubteth of a ceremony.) And they thatare firong;
muft bear with the infirmities of the weak, snd not to pleafe.
our felves, but every one to pleafe his neighbour for his good to
edification. No man fhould put a ftumbling block, ot occafion:
to fall 'zhis brothers way. If we grieve our brother by our
meﬂ;/( or other indifferent things ) we walk uncharizably &
we: muft not for fuch things deftroy them that are the work of
God, and for whom Chrilt died. It is good neither to cat flefb,
nor to drink wine or any thing whereby he ftumbleth oris offend-

ed, or is made weak. He that doubteth is condemned if be eats.

becaufe he eateth not of faith. And we muft no: be too forward in
%amning men for a morfel of bread, or a garment, or 3 =
ure.,

§.8.. Moreover, the Minifiry hath a certain end, to which
all our adminiftrations are Means: cventhe faving of our flocky
and the Plealing of God thereby : And if Magiftrates will
command us to order buralawful Circum®ance fo as fhall not
only crofs, but defiroy thefe erds, we muft as foon leave cur
Minftry as f)bey bim:Our Power is géven s to Edification and #ot
20 Deftraction : Not only thofe things that of themfclves deftroys
but thofe that are like to be the occafions of fuch an events
through the infirmity of the people,muft be by us avoided. To
command us a way of Miniftration chat fhall ( though but
accidentally) damn men, and that unnecefarily, is to deftroy
our office,by deflroying the end, which is mens falvation.If men
will deftroy themfelves by the only means of falvation(¢ hrift and
the Gofpel) thiswill not excufe us from preaching that Gofpel:
bat if men will deftiroy themfelves by a Ceremony, or pROE:
ceffary circumftance; T will take it out of their way if.] can-
Itisa Lawfull thing for all fick people in Exngland. to_eatof one
pacticular difh of meat, as well as on others: But if the Law-
givers command that ali Phy(icians (hall give. no man Phyfick.

thag:
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that will oot be tyed only to fuch or fuch adifh, Iwould noe
be a Phyfician, if I muft obey that command; what if my Patient
have a weak ftomack and cannot eat of that difh, or be peevifh
,,%‘nd wilinot ? moft I cherefore be gui'ty of his death by denyiné
im my neceflary belp, becaufe the Magiftrate forbiddeth me ¢

He may as well forbid us ali to vifit the fick, or relieve the poor
or cloath the naked, if he can bt find thelealt infirmicy that
they are guilty of. And I chink that Chrilt will not take it for
an excufe in judgement if any nan &y [Lord,I would have
relieved them,cloathed them,healed them,but that the Magiltrate
forbad me ; and I chought it the part of a feditious rebell notto
;\);{Eyﬂmy governors, ] Yet I fhould much lefs defire to be in that
th::l be:‘s cafe (whofe labours are ncceflary to the Church)
i i. no b‘j‘tef an excufe for his denying to preach the
L pel, or to admit the fervants of Chrift to holy Communion,
then that the Magn(trate forbade him: Our Mmiftration is @
wor}g of Ch?nty, to be exercifed upon voluntary receivers s
And ifa Magiftrate have power to forbid us to preach or grant
the Sacraments and Communion ofthe Church to any that wear
not black or blew, or white or red, or that kaeel not at the Sa-
crament, or fuch like, then may ke as well or much better forbid
us to give alms to any that wear not a horn on their backs,and
an iron ring about their arms as Bedlams do : No Magiftrate can
difpence with Charity efpecially in {o great a cafe as mens falvatie
on: no more then the Pope can difpence with Qathsand Cove-

nants.
§.9. We bave therefore the ufe of our Reafon lefc us to
ds, even where the

weigh the tendency of 8 Magiftrates comman

a& commanded is- in it felf indifferent : For the Magiftrates.

Power, and the Minifters, are from one Fountain, and are bu

Means to one and the fameend : And neither of them hath any
y accident,

power to deftroy that end : And therefore if by accider
through the weaknefs of my flock,the obfervation ofa trivial cir=
feit, no potin obedi-

cum@tance would undo them,I would notu
th Panl never toeat

ence to the Magiftrate: but would refolve wi
fleth while I live racher then to off:nd or deftroy my brother.
But if [ find by the weighing of all accidents, thacmy obedience
will do no fuch hare to the Ghurch and Sou!s of men,but as much
8504 a5 my not obeying,thzn infuch indiff rent cafes) | would

Lil 2 ‘ readily
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seadily obey : -But otherwifeI would appeal to G.od, and bgaé
the Magiltcates perfecution. No means can bz juflly pleaced
aguaft cheend (and leaft of all, a bare ceremony.) For it 1500
Means wben it deftroyeth the end. : i e
§.10. On this account it is that it hath alwaies by wife m; ;
been reckoned a tyrannical unreafonable thing, to impofe allthe
! fame ceremonies. and cireumftances upon ail places as “PO;
fome ; and ic hath been judged neceffary that every Chu;]c
‘have their liberty to differ in fuch indifferent things, and é;.ac
1 hach been taken for a wife mans duty, to conform his pra {Cg
infuch indifferent circumftances, to the feveral Churches W"l d
b which he {hall bave communion, as Ambyofe profc {feth he wou
do, and would bave others do the fame. .
§-15. Ifany think (as toomanydo ) that fach a diverfity
of circumftances isa diforder and confufion,and not to be endu-
red, 1 fhall furcher tellthefe men anon, that their 0P","°n.£qr
an hypocritical unity.and uniformicy,is the trae bane pf'Chn 1:
aa unity and uniformity, and that which hath brought tbe con 3
g fafionand bloody warsinto the Chriftian world, and that our 9
: - eyes have feen, and our ears have heard of : And it were 3 WUE '
an objection for them, if chey fhould charge us in Brizanic With
Confufion, anddrive ustoa feparation or divifion,becaufe the
Scots wearblew caps, and the Englify hats: or becaufle fome
Englifs wear white hats and fome black , and fo of other cir-
cumftances. ] ' : 2 g
§.12. DidIlive in Franc; or other Popith Countries, 0
bad lived in Eﬂglﬂﬂd at the abovlj[ion of PQPPCI'Y’ I thould have
thought it my duty in many indifferent circumftances to acco;n-
i : modate my felfto the good of thofe with whom I did conver 6(3'
which yet in another Coustrey, or at another time, when thofe
things were a5 offen(ive as then they were cftcemed,, I dur f no;
havefodone. . And therefore our Common Prayer-Bookit I
with its Ceremonies might bethen commendable, in many parti-
culars,which now are reformable, And fo in Ethiopia, Greece, OF
 &pain,thole things would be very laudable that arenowin Eng-
tand defervedly vituperable. And feveral Ceremonies i0 the p; £
mitive times had fuch occafions and concomitants, that mhe
them tolerable thac now feem lefs tolerable : The cafeis not the
fame , though the Materials be the fame.. CHAD:
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CHAP. VIIL

Prop. 8. Thofeorders may be Proﬁtz.zf
ble for the Peace of the Churcbes in
“one N ation, that_are not neceffary 10
“the Peace of the ( burches in many

N ations.

mé'ntioﬁ this 1. Becaufe the Romanifts are
‘3§20 fo peremprory for the Neceffity of cheir
*Es® ceremonies through all the world : as if

Davee» Church, atleaft, didhang on thefe. And
yet fometimes they could difpence with the different rites of the

byit.

fo rigidly on their ceremonies (‘as Private Confeflion, Exor-

cifin, Images, Veltments, ¢c.) asif thefe had been neceflary to

the unity of the Churches.  And the Pacifiers find a difficulty tn

reconciling the Churches of feveral nations,becaufe thefe expect
an uniformity in ceremonies. : :

" §. 3. Andfo neceffary doth it feem in the judgement of fome-
deluded fouls,that all Churches be one in a vifible Policy, and

uniformity of Rites, thatupon this very account they forfake

the Proteltant Churches and turn Papifts. As if Chrift were not

a fofficient Head and Center for Catholick union, and his Laws

and waics fufficient for our terms of uniformity, unlels we are

2 B o L all

T2 2 S

% the unity, peace, or well being of the

§.2. Alfo. 2. Becaufe the Proteftants called Lutherans, tick -
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allof a mind and pra&ice ia every cuftome or variable circum-
ftance that God hach left indifferent.

§. 4. I need no octher Inftance then 1. what Grorins baih
. % Scemy wri- 8ives of himfelf * (in his Difcnfs. Apologet. Rivet.) who p o°
ting of Gro/i- feffeth that be turned off upon thar account, becaufe the Prote-
us Religion frants had no fuch unicy : And 2. What he faid before of
others (by whom he took no warning, but did imitate them )
in his Epilt. to Mr. Dury (cited by Mr. Barksda’ein his Memo-
rials of Grotisslife ) where be aih [ Many do every day for[ake
the Proteftants, and joyn with the Remanifts , for no other Reafon
but becanfe they are mot one Body, but diftracted parties, ﬁgﬂmffﬂ'
Congregations baving every one a peculiar Ceommunson and
rites — 7] And they chat will turn Papifts on fuch an induce-

ment, deferve to take what they get by their folly. :

§.5. Did not thefe men know that the Church hath alwaies
allowed diverficy of Rites ? Did not the Churches differ till the
Necene Council about Ealter day,and one half went one Way»
‘and another half the other way ¢ and yet Poljcarp and the
Bifhop of Rome held communion for all their differences? and
Trenens pleads this againlt ¥ictors temeyity in excommuntcas
ting the 4fian Churches? D.d they not know that the Greek,
and Armenian, and Romane Churches differ in many Rites, that
yet may be parts of the Cathol.ck Church notwithftandirg fuch
differences 2 Yea the Romanifts chemfelves would have allowe
the Greeks, and Abaffines, and other Churches a difference of
ceremonies and cultomes, fo they could buthave fubjugated thea
to the Pope. :

§.6. Yea more, the feveral orders of Fryarsand other. Religi=
ous men among the Papifts themfelves are allowed their diffc-
rences in Rites and Ceremonies ; and the exercife of this allowed
D fference doth make no great breach among them, becaule
they have the liberty for this variety from one Pope in whom
they are all united. What abundance of obfervations do the
Tefuites, F rancifcans, Domsinicans, Benedictines, Carthnfians, and
othersdifferin? And muft men needs turn Papifts becaufe of
the different Rites of Proteltants, when they mult find more va-
ricty among them that they turn to? The matrer’s well amend-
ed with them, when among us, ore countrey uf £ three or
four Ceremonies which orh«rs do difufe : and amorg Fhe

= Papifts,

1
o
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Papifts , one order of Fryars ufeth twice as many different
from the reft; yea in habit, and dier,and ot.hcr o!_)fervances-
they many waiesdiffer. What hypocrifie is this, to )nldge this
tolerable, vea laudable in them , and much lefs {o intolerable
in us, as that it muft remove them from our Communion ?

§.7. And how fad a cafe is it that the Reconciliation between
the Lutherans and other Proteftants fhould in any meafure
{tick at fuch Ceremonies > whatif one cour trey will bave Ima-
ges to adorn their Temples, and will have exorcifm, and othcr
Ceremeonies, which others do difatow and defire to be freed
from ? may we not yet give each other the right hand of fel.

lowfhip ? and takeeach other for the Churches of Chrift ? snd

maintain brotherly Charity, and fuch a correfpondency, as may
conduce to our mutual prefervationand edification ?

§.8. Yea in the fame Nation, why may not feveral con-
gregations havethe Liberty of differing in @few indifferent cere-

monies? Ifone part think them lawfull, and the other think thar

God forbids them, muft we be ferced 1o 8o againft our Confci-

ences, for a thing of no neceflity » If we profefs out Refoluticn

tolive peceably with them that ufe them, and only defirea tole-
ration our feives, becaufe we dare not wilfully fin againft cur
light, will charity deny us this? If men forbear a thing (fup:

pofe) indifferent for fear of Gods difpleafure and damnation,.

and profefs-that‘were it not for chis they would conform to the:
wills of others, are thofe Chriftians or men that will come be-

hind them and drive them into hell without c\ompafﬁon,andxhar.:'

for things ind, ffzrent 2 :

- CHAE.
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CHAP. I1X.

Prop. 9. T here is no meer Humane Unt-
~ verfal Soveraign, (ivil or Ecclefi-
aftical . over the whole Church , and
therefore none tomake Laws Obliga-
tory to the whole. A

ADD this, becaufe of the fpecious
pretences of fome,that fay weare boun
to an uniformity in Ceremonies by the
Charch: and call all Schifimaricks, and
fuch as [eparate from the .tholtfk &

Church | that difown and difufe fuch 1

Ceremonies as on thefe pretences they ‘3

obtrude. And by the Church, that thus obligeth us, tiey mean, -

; either fome Univerfa] Soveraign Power: or elfe an univerfal.

| Confent of the Church effential ( as they callit. ) And tbat

: Soveraign mut be the Pope or a General Council.

. $.2.1f it be Univerfal Confent of al] Believers, that they fup-
pofeto be the obliging power, I fhall anfwer them, 1. That Be-
lieversare not Governours and Law-givers to the Univerfal
Church, no norto a particular Church. i thac point of the
Scparatifts be fo odious that"afferceth the multitude of Belie-
vezs to be the Governours ofa particular Church, and to have
the power of the Keyes: whac then fhall we think of them

ghat give them, ( evento fuch as they callthe Laity ‘hemrdve:hg

_—— - S i . - i —— ———— 5
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the Government , yea inthe higheft point even Legiflation,

over the Univerfal Church it fejf. ;
§. 3. And 2.ladd, that thé¢ Diffeat of thofe Churches that

refufe your Ceremonies, do:lt prove that thereis no Univerfal

confent : If all mufk coafent, we muft confent our felves before
webeobliged., We areas free as others, we gave none power
to oblige us by their confent.  If we had, it had been Null: bes
caufe we had no authority fo to do, and could not have obliged
our felves, bya univerfal Law, or perpetual contra®. Orif
we had, we had alfo power, on juft cccafionto reverfe a felf-

obligation. Butno fuch thing de faffecanba pretended againft

RYe Saitacn
§- 4. And if fuch an obligation by confent {hou!d be prerend-
ed, 3.7 would know whether it was by ¢his ot by fome former
generation? Not by #hi as is certain. Nor byany former : For
former ages had no” power to bind all their fucceffors in Cere-
moniesaboutthe worfhip of God. Shew whence they had fuch
a power, and proveir, if you can: we are born as free men, as
our anceltors wereinthis. -~ - 4 )
~§.5. Aad 4.1 would befatisfied, whether every mans con=
fentin the world be meceflary to the Usiverfality, or not 2
Xf it be ; then there are no Diffenters : or no obligation becaufe
no- Univerfal confent. If sor; then how many muft confent
-before we are obliged ? you have nothing to fay, but [ 4 244~
jor part ] where you can, with any fhew of reafon, reit : And
1. How fhall we know in every Parifh in England, what mind
the Major part of the Chriftians through the world are of, in
point of fuch or fach a Ceremony ? z.Yea by this rule, we
bavereafon to think that both Papifts and Proteftants muft
change their Ceremonies, becaufe the greater part of Chris

ftians ( in Eaft and South,and fome in the Weft) are againft ves

ry many of them. TR oaf oy
§. 6. Butif it be the Authority of a Soveraiga Head that is
pleaded as obliging the univerfal’ Church to an uniformity in
Rites and Ceremonies, we muft know who that Soveraign sy
'None that we know, pretend to it but the Pope and a General
Council. And for the Pope we have by many volumes proved
him an Ufarper,and no authorized Iﬁea of the Church Unl}'clrf
: mm : - fals
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fal: The pretended Vice-Chrift, is 2 falfe Chrift, The firit
ufarpers pretended but toa Soveraignty in the Roman world ,
but had never any fhew of Government over the Churchesin
Ethiopia, India,and the ‘many Churches that were without the
verge of the Roman Emp're. -

~ §.7. And asfor General Councils, 1. They are no more the
Vifible Head and Soversign of the Church then the Pope is.
ThisThave proved in another Difputation by it felf. 2. There
neither is nor can be any Council truly wniverfal, as I have
therealfo fhewed. Its buta delufory nsme. 3. There pever
wasany fuch in the world, fince the Church ( which before

_was confined toa narrow roem)was [pread over the world.Even

at Nice there was no proper reprefentative of almott any put the
Churches under the Roman Emperours power : Few out of the
Welt, even inthe Empire: and none out of almoftany of t
Churches without the Empire: (For whats one Bifhop of Perfia,
or fuch another of another Countrey, and perbaps thofe prove
the Roman fubje®s too, thatarefo called? ) If there was but
one from Spain,and only two Presbyters of Rome from Italy,
and one from Frasce (if any ) and none from many another
Countrey in the Empire,no wonder if there was none from E72-
land, Scotland, ot Ircland, ec. And therefore there can bs no
univerfal obligation on this account.

§. 8. Councils are for Concord by Confulcation and con-’

fent, and nota Soveraign or fuperiour fert of Governing pow-
er. And thefefore we that confented not are not obliged : #nd if
we had confented, we might on weighty reafons have withdrawn
our confent. - -

~ §.9. The Orders eftablithed by General Councils have been
Jaid afide by almoftall and that without the repeal of a Council ¢
Yea fuch Orders are feemed to prefuppofe the caftom of
the Univerfal Church, if noc Apoftolical T radition , to have
been their ground. :

§. 70. Among many others, let us inftance only in the laflt
Canon of the Nicene Council, that forbidding Kneeling, com=
mandethall to pray only ftanding on the Lords Dayes, -
Atd this was the common ufe of the Church before, as Zerrx-
Jian and others thew, and was afterwards confirmed again 102
General Council ; And yet eventhe Churchof Rome hath caft

ee———
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it .off;, much more the Proteftant Churches. No General
Council hath beea of more authority thenthis of Nice : No
Ceremony of more .common ufe then this ftanding in prayer
oathe Lords dayes: Sothat it might as much asany, be called
the confiirution and cuftom of the Catholick Charch. And yet
we {uppole not thefe now to bind vs to it : buthave caftit off
without the repeal of any other General Conncil. And why are
we more bound then by the fame suthority to other Ceremo-
nies then to this? And if to any, then to which,and to bow many,
and where fhall our confciences find reft?

§. 11. Even the Jefuites themf(elves fay that the General dif-
ufe ofa pra&ice eftablithed by Popeand Council , is equall to
an abrogation, without any other repeal,fo it be not by the faid
powers contradi®ed. And certainly all fuch difafe began with
llfgw,and proceeded further : weare allowed then to difufe fuch
things. . s ‘ :

§. 12. It would grievea man that loves the Church to hear
the name of the Church abufed by many dark, though con-
fident difputers, when they are pleading for gheir Ceremonies,
and Holy dayes, and laying about them with the names of
Schifmaricks againft all that will not do astheydo [0 ( fay
they, ) Thefemenwill [eparate fromthe Carholick Church, and
Low then can they be the Children of the Church? JAnd 1.Which
is it that is called by chem the Catholick Church ? Little do I
know, nor am ab'e to conje&ure. Did the Catholick Church -
make the Englifh Common-Prayer Book whatl werethethen
Bifhops in England that confented in thar work, the whole
Church of Chrift on earth? God forbid. Or did ever any
Genersl Council suthorizeit # 1 think not. -YA‘_fld*theY would
tellus what General Council commanded Chriftmas Day , or
Kneeling atthe Sacrament, cc. they would dous apleafure ;
but I chink they will nor. VYA :

5. 13. And 2. What if thefe chings had all been command-

ed by a General Council 2 May not a man difufe them
without feparating from the Charch ? I think, as good as yon
are, ‘you do fome things your felves that God himfelf hath for--
bidden you to do; and yet will be loth to be therefore taken for
“men that feparate eicher from the C harch or God. And when
you read the Books of Heatben iPhilofophers ; when yon adore
. Mmm 2 not’




- C452) :
not teward theEaft or when you pray & receive the Sacrament,,
Knecling on the Lords Dayes, would you be taken to feparate
from the Catholick Church, for eroffingits ancient cuftoms, or
Canons? But thefe pecverfe and faQius reafonings we mufk

ear to the difthonour of Chriftianicy and Reafon it felf,and chac

om men that fcorn the fuppofed meannefs of ochers ; yea and
fee poor fouls feduced inco feparation by fuch empty words !
lAnd this is one of the prefent judgements on this lasd.

RN B D e g Tl AN
CHAP. X

e e s e T s e e e i

Prop. 10. Ifit be por owr Layfull
Governours that command us, but
ulurpers, we are uor Sformally bound to
obey them though the things be law-
Jull whick they command.

>

U £ may be bound by fomeother Obligar
v 4‘;/7,% tion perhaps,to dg’ the thing which they
QoS command us, but we are not formally
SBVAVES  ( though fometime Materially ) bound

S \ Y . ..
@rv‘," Saod 10 obeythem. : For itis not formailly
R 3 obedience unlefs it be done o momine
becaufe commanded, or for the Authority of the Commander.1f
the Pope or. any ufurper fhould command me to pray or to give
alms,I will do it,but not becaufe he commandeth me but becaule
God commandeth me : and therefore I' will not obey him but
God ;. Butif a Parent or Magiftrate or Paftor command it me,
Y will do it both becaufe it is commanded me, by Godand :hemé
4 " , and;
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and {o I willobey both God and them. Ifan ufurper command
me to doathing inic felf indifferent,l will notdo it becaufe he
commandeth it : but yetif accidentallyic become my duty, by
conducing to anothers good, or avoiding their offence or burr,
er any other accideat,l will ufe it for thefe ends,though not for
his command, § o
§.2. The Pope 1. As the Vice-chrift or univerfall Head, is
anufurper; and therefore bath no authority to command me
orany man ( in that relation ) the fmalleft Ceremony. 2.The
“Pope as Patriarch of the Weft,is an humane creature,and not of
Divineinftitution, and was indeed a finfull infticution from the
fgﬁ of hiscreation; butif it had been-Stherwife, yer fince is
that Pacriarchthip become unwarrantable, fince he hath for-
feited it, and the world hath found the mifchiefs ofit.. So that
no man is therefore bound to ufe one lawfull Ceremony becaufe:
the Pope as Patriarch of the Weft commandeth it. 3.1f this were
not {o, yet Brittain and 1reland were from the beginning none of
his Patriarchate, nor did at Nice confent toit 3 and therefore
have the lefs appearance of any obligation. ‘
_§. 3. The Authority of General Councils cinnot' be pretend-
ed as obliging men in Confcience to the Englith Ceremonies..
I. Becaufe indeed General Councils are not a fuperiour Power
for proper Government of the Church baving authority tocom-
mand particular Bifhops, or Synods, as their fubjects; but
they are only neceffary for Waion and Communion of Chur-
ches and mutual affiftance thereby: and fo their Canons bind:
but by virtue of the General commands that require us to main+
tain the Unity and Communion of the Churches:

§. 4. And 2. If it were otherwife, chere is few, if any of thefe

Ceremonies that are commanded by any true General Council.

They that can proveany fuch thing, lec them doit : buttillwe'

feeit, we wilinotbe forward to believe ir. Yea 3. Someof
them,General Councils have made Canonsagainft ;. as 1 before:
fthewed in the Cafe of Kneeling at che Sacrament on the Lord's:
dayes.  And:therefore the negle@ers of our Geremomgs-ﬁn not:
againf a General Council. : e e
§. 5+ The Common plea is, that we are bound to ufe thefe
Ceremonies- in obedience to the Church of Baglasd: and that
weare not true-fons of . h's Church if we refufejr.  Bat wha: is:
: Mmmo 3 it
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it that is called by chem [ Zhe Church of England ] Ina Politi-

cal fenfe, | know no fuch thing as & Church of £ngland, or
ofany Nation on earth ; that is, There is no oneSceiety united
inany one Eeclefiaflical Soveraign, that can truly becalled| 16¢
Church of England | or of any other Nation. The whole Ca-
tholick Church is One,as unired in Chrift the Head: And every
particular Church, affociated for perfonal Communion 0 Gods
Worfhp, isone ; being a part of the Catbolick Church, and

united in, and individuared by ¢ heir relationto their feveral Pa-

{tors; Buta National Church undér one chief Ecclefisttick Go-
Yerowent, [ find no mention of ig Scripture; but contrarily,
L the Churches of Judza, Galatia, ¢#c. | or any atber Coun-
trey wherethere were many, are alway mentioned in the Piural
number 3’ gnd never called sxe Church.

_§: 6. Yet will we quarrel with no men about meer names or

words. Ifby s National Chaurch)| be meant any of thefefollow-
108, we acknowledge that thereis fach a thing. 1.1falkthe part-
cular Charches in a Nation do Aflociate , for Communion
and mutnall affiftance, and fou'e to meec by their officers 10
one Natioral Affembly; I confelsthe Affociation niefull;if not
?ecem‘f}’,and the Affemblies to be maintained, and for unity
fake"be&lfd inthings lawfull : And though Scriptare call not
uch National Aflociations by the name of [ @ Church] 10 the
rlngular number, yet we fhall leave men to their Liberty 1o
(»l;c Dames. If all the Schoolmafters in England fhould hold
seneral Aflcmblies, o agree what Books to read in thetr

Schools, ¢s-c. if any man would (herefore call all the Schoolsin

England in the fingular pumber, by the name of [ the School of

England, I would not differ wich him for a word: 2. Orif the
Churchesare all called One that :::Lh:,?der one Chriftian Magt-
ftrate,, Iwill confefs the thing to be true that is pretended to be
the reafon of tHe name: All the Churches do owe obedience to
the Magiftrate.  But be is no Effential part or Ecclefiaftical
Head of the Church: and therefore it is very improperly deno-
minated from him, or called [ Ore 7] on that account : No
mgre then allthe Schools are oxe becaufe he is their Soveraign.
Itis the Common-wealth that is fpecified and individuated by

* Magiltrate as the Soveraign Power ; and motthe Cl;::?
v ches:
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ches.Bat yet it is but animproper word, to call all the Churches
one Church on that account, which we contend not abour,

§.7. Butitisthe Z'hing that we ftick more at thentbe name.
AGeneral Head doth properly fpecifie and individuate the Body.
Prove either, 1. Thac the Archbithop of Canserbury. or any
other. 2. Or an Affembly of Bifhops or Presbyters, is properly
an Ecclefiaftical Head,having Authority from Jefus Chrift to be
the chief Ruler ofail the Churches in the Land and then I wij]
confels that we have properly and fri&ly 2 National Church.
But no fuch thing can be proved. ,

§.8. Asfaran 4 fembly, 1 have already thewed ( which Bi-
fhop #ber aflerted o me )that they are not fuperior Governors,
nor inflicuted ¢ra'iq Regiminis, buc gratia uniratis | having no
more Rule aver particular Bithops, then a Convention of
Schoolmafters over a particular Schoolmaf'er. If they fay
that Kings and Parliaments give Power to Convocations ,
I anfwer, that canbe but fuch as they have themfelves : which
we fhall ffg‘dk of anon, and is nathir g to this place. .

§. 0. as for a Primate or Archbithop ( of %C‘mr.?-zréyrj,.

¢.8.) 1. Itwill be a hard task to prove Archbithops, as fuch, -

to be of Divire Inftitution. 2. And it will be barder, even
Impofiible, to prove Archbifhops of the Englith fpecies, asfuch,
to be of Divine inftitution. 3. And certainly Chrift hath ne-
where told us, thatevery Natien fhall bave fuch a Head, nor
every Province, nor every County : nor told us whether there

- {hall be one over ten Nations, or ten over one : Their Hmitsare

not to be found in Scripture (fuppofing there were fuch an
office there known. } 4. Nor'is it anywhere det'ermined , that
facha City (hall have the preheminence, and Camerbury, v~ g.
be Ruler of ali thereft. . Alfl thefe are of meer humane inftiro-
tion: And therefore thar which the impofers of Ceremonies call
[2be Church of England ) isa meer humane thing, which chere-
fore can bind us no further then the Magiftrdee can authorize

them to do. <! Foz. o
§. 10. But the fironger pretence will be, that the particular
Bifhops of England were feverally officers of Cbrilt, autho-
rized to Governheir feveral flocks, and therefore a Conveca-
ion of thefe Bithops binds us in confcience graria waitaris.  The
ﬁoplctbey oblige as their Rulers : and the Ievera»-l\Presbj‘:Tfs
. alio
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aifo as their Rulers, and the feveral Bithops, gratia anitatis, for
avoiding of fchifm. ' ‘
§. 11. Anfw. This allo is an infufficient evidence to prove
out Confciences obliged to cheir Ceremonies, eo womine, becaufe
of their Canons or commands.For though we acknowledge 4 /ort
of Epifcopacy to be warranable,yec that ¢4is forc that made the
Canons in queftion  is not warrantable, I have proved at large in
the former Difpucation on that queftion.Such Paftors of a Dio-
cels as our Bifhops were,have no word of God to thew for their
office (further then as they are Presbyters,) but we have fhewe‘d
already, that their office is unlawfull, And therefore though their
actions as Presbyters may be valid, yet their aQions are Null
which were done by precence of chis unlawfull fort of office,(they
being no other way enabled thereto. ) On this ground therefore
We are not bound. « '
§. 12. Ificcould be pretended that at leaft as Presbyters the
Onvocation reprefented the Prefsbyters of England,and chere-
fore thustheir Canons binds us to the nfe of ceremonies,Common
prayer, c5¢.I thould anfwer, that 1. Even Synods of Presbyters
or theLawfullelt fort of Bithops,oblige but graris anitatis.2.That
thelate Synod at Weftminfter was as truly a Reprefentative of

the Presbyters of England, asthe Convcaotion ; where fuch con-

fent,ifany were given, was retracted.3.By a&uall diflike figoi-
fied by d ifufe, the Presbyters of England, for the moft part,have
retradted their Confent.4.Yea moft that are now Minifters never
gave fuch Confent, 5. Eyen 4| particular Paftors and Churches
are free,and may on juft reafon deny confent to fuch impofition®:
§s 13, There remains nothing then, that with any fhew of
rengeh can be pretended, as continuing our obligation to Cere-
monies, from Authority, but that of the Civil Power that com-
manded them. Bugeo hae | fay, 1. So much as was lawfqll,
we.confefs that we were bound to ufe, while we had the com-
mand of the Civil power : But nothing unlawfull could be made
our duty by them. 2. the Civil Power hath repealed thofe
laws that bound us to thefe ceremonies,  The Parliament
repealed them : the late King confented, at leaft, for ‘hg
cafe of tender Confciences ( as he fpoke ) that men fho.nlmc
have liberty to forbear them. And the prefent Rulers are agaio
them , whom we fee even the ceremonious obey in °‘h§r Tl“i”ia

A
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§.14. Letthofethen that would fubjugate our Confciences
to their ceremonies, make good their foundation, even the
Aathority by which they fuppofe us to be obliged, or they do
nothing ¢ ifall their impofitions were proved things indifferent
and lawfull, thats nothing to prove that we muft ufe them,
till they prove that lawfull authority commandeth ¢hem.
The Civil Powers do not command them : And the Ecclefi-
afticks that command them, prove not their authority over
us. Inthé mattersof God, we will yield to any man thar bids
us do that which God hath bidden us do already: But if they
will exercife their power by commanding us more then God
commands us, and that unneceffarily, we muft crave a fight of
their commiffion.. ¢ Signnit :

§.15. And if men that have no Authority over us, fhall
pretend Authority from God, and ‘go about to exercifeit by
Ceremtonious impofitions, we have the more reafon to {cruple
obeying them evenin things indifferent, left we be guilty of
eftablifhing their ufurpation, and pretended office in the
‘Church, and fo draw on more evils then we forefee,or can re-
move. < e il
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NS N A A A R AN N N
CHAP. XL

Prop. 11. The Commands of awfull
Governors abont Lawfull Ceremonses,
muft be underftood and obeyed with
fuch exceptions as do fecure the
End ; and not to the [ubverting
of it. ‘

§: I SESWNSUEHE proofof this.is obvious. Thefe humane:
et reea\ - Ceremonies are appointed but #s means.
| livR, toafurtherend. Butthat which wou'd
.5 crofsand overthrow the end, dotb ceafe
S to be a Means;, and cannot be wled (w6
ratione medii.

§. 2. Order; and Decency are the pretended ends- of the:
Impofed Ceremonies; and the right worfhiping of God, 3nd.
the good of mensfouls are faid to be the greater and remoter
ends, and'the glory of God the ultimate end.. If then] have:
good affurance thatT cannot ufe fuch or fuch a ceremony but it
will provethe fubver(i@h of Order, or Edification, (though it
fhould be by accident, through the infirmity of men,) 1 know:
noreafon [ have to ufe them,when fuch a mifchief wou!d follow, .
uniefi they can thew me fome greater good.that alfo will follow .
which may recompenceit. : ]

§. 3. Therefore the commanding of unneceffaty ceremonics,

on fach Penalty, as was.done in England, and Smland,t;(; _
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