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f i & I f God have left us at Liberty by not commanding or 

forbidding, then man {hould not take that Liberty from us 
without great caufe , and without forne Accidental good that 
is like to come by depriving us of that liberty , and the 
Good muft be greater then the Accidental cvill. Why (hould 
any man on earth deprive the Church of Liberty in that thing 
where God thought not meet to deprive him of i t , unlefs he 
can prove that time, or place, or fome fpecial accident harh 
altered the cafe ? In any cafe which ftandeth with us jail as it 
did in Scripture times, we muft no more be deprived of our 
freedom by man, then we are by God: Had it been beft for us,, 
God would have done lit, 

C H A P . V I I . 

P r o p . 7 * Some things may be lawfully 

and profitably commandedat'one'Time 

. and I ace 0 and to one fort of people, 

that may not at er to another : no nor 

obeyed^ifcommt 

•—•—-

toming all 

H E cafe isfo plain in point of Ccwnt^' 
ix<r, that it is paft all doubt. Many Accident* 
may make that deftru&ive at one Time 
and place,that would be profitable at ano­
ther. Pauls precepts and praa ce in be-

•i M- rr-.fl >k!r tQ all men^do mani&ft this. 
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* The Pope * , $f 2" * The Papifts themfelves arc convinced of this : and 
bound therefore fometimc granted the Bohemians the ufe of the cup 
the fourth for the Laity in the Lords Supper : and profefs that it is in the 
t & V f t f a T P o w e r o f the Pope and Council to do the fame by other place?. 
f l m " 3 cokS-" Y e a w ^ e n l h e y b u r n men for the Proteftant Religion in one 
rate Herefie, -Countrey, they tolerare it in another, for fear of a greater 
except m that evil. And when they torment men in one age and place for 
^bichcannoc ufmg a Bible in the vulgar tongue, in another place or time, 
out tumuk o r t h 7 themfelves tranftate it . 
war.] Diviia y • 3 • I1 is therefore a very great fin in Governours, unnecef-
p. >36z. an. farily to make fuch things the matter of a common ftandingLaw 
159 .̂ So that which is fo variable, yea and muft be varied according to di-
ctheiLfinlCaby v e r f l t y o f times and places: Thefc things fhould be left to the 
it himftlf, the P r u <knce of the Governours that are on the place. No wife 
good man General will take a CommifEon for the Command of an Ar-
makes confd- my, i f he muft be tied up before haBd,whea to march,and when 
dcr?ue them t 0 ftand fti,,»*nd w h ,"cb way to go,and how to fight in all the va-
that he will r , * b l e Circumftances. Shall Governours pretend to be fo much 
fcall heretick« wifer then God , as to make a ftanding Law for that which 
but at another God thought belt to leave at liberty, to be varied as occafions 
time 30000. vary ? 
rcdmF^ce h 4- T b e Englifli Church Laws do tie the Minifters to a 
in a few dales particular habit, and to the particular Chapters of Scripture 
( Diviia faith that we muft read : and i f the Law givers had pleafed, they 
ffcflSwork? u ** w e , l havetied us to that particular Text which they 

W l 1 1 h a v e us preach on, and forbid us to choofe a Text as a Cha­
pter : And they might have as well 'eyed us to particular Pfaims 
*n finging, as in Reading. But all this is againft the nature, of 
our office, and the good of the Church : And therefore it is 
A°k A m a t t c r f o r a L a w * I f r know my hearers to be moft ad-
chctedto Drunkcnnefs, muft I be tyed op from Reading or 
macfting againft that fin, and tyed to Read and Preach only 
againft Covetoufnefs or the like, becaofe i t fcemeth meet to 
Wvcrnours to tye me to a conftant courfe ? I f I have a tra­
dable people, it may do them no harm to limit them to this or 
Wat. gefture, vefture, &c.But what i f they be prejudiced againft 
* thing that in it felf is la wfull , and take it to be a f in , and re­
vive that they will rather forbear Gods Ordinances then ufe a 
thing that their Confcience* are againftrmcft 1 needs excrcife or 

prefs 
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prkk a Gefture, veilure or mch Ceremonie, when! fee it tendeth And there? r« j 
to thedeiiruction of my flock? Muft I needs deny the Lords Whetvlfaid 
Supper to all my flock, if they dare not receive it in this or that before that in j 
gefture (let ic be fitting or kneeling,; and all becauie I am com- c ^ f ^ ^ f " 
manded CO do fo ? x rather Kneel, 

$ .5. Suppofeit here granted that the thing being lawful!, thefi hot com­
ic is the peoples finful-weaknefs that caafeth them to refufe• munkate;, yet 
it 5 and that the power commanding me no other wife to deliver rf?J™ *£*m 

it,is fuch as in things lawful I am bound to obey t yet is it not far ail thai 
a thing lawfull to ounifti the peoples infirmity in a circumftance rather beim-
fofeverely as with an excommunication, or a denying them the ^ifonoj or 
communion of the Church in the Lords fupper.ln fuch a cafe my ? 

firft duty is,to tetl thcMagiftrate that fuch a Ea'# w finfoUy cruel 
then caft out 

and deftru&ive to the Churches peace. I f thac wllf nor prevail of the Chur-
with him to repeal or fufpend fuch an unrigh:eouslaw,my next chesCommu-
duty is,yet to perfwade the people to obey him: f for we fuppofe J ™ ^ t c 

the gelture or ceremony commanded now to be lawful! i j But k n s e l o r ^ 
i f I can neither prevail with the Magdtrate to forbear his impo- form in fuch a 
fition, nor with the" people to obey him - my irexc duty is to circuruftance: 
forbear the execution of his unrighteous penalty : I dare not be ^ J j ^ ^ * 
his executioner, in excluding all Chrifts fervants from his houfe J££ ^ 
or holy Communion, that dare not do every csrcumftantial 

commanded 
a&ion that jsimpofed on them: Forthe penalty is flat contrary on great pc-
to the Commands of Cbrift. Yet would I not refift the Magi- nalnes to da 
ftrate, but lay down my office, i f the Churches neceffity did not 
forbid me to lay it down : but if it did, I would do my office, 
and fuffer what the Magiftratefhould'inflicl upon me. 

§.6. And indeed, I might el'fe be obliged by aMag.ftrateco 
excommunicate or deny Communion to all Cbrifoaos within my 
reach: For all Chriftians are imperfect 1 and there $5 not one 
but is liable to error in a greater matter then a gelture or 
circumftance/uch as we have now before us: no nor one hue 
doth dual ly err inas great a matter: and therefore one as well 
a? another, on thi> account may be caft out : ButChntt wouia 
not have this dealing in his Church. n -r „ A 

f . y f Hotvtenderare his own expreffions, M; praftifeand 
his laws towards tbofcthat are infirm 1 He came to preaca the 
Gofpeito the poor.and heal the broken-hearted, and hy uprm 
them an eafier yoak and lighter burden. He wdl not break the 

1-* 1 1 
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Luke 4 . i3. braifed Reed,nor quench the fmoaking flax : he earryeth t § * 
Matth.u 2.S. Lambjs in his arms, and gently driverh thofe with young : The 
Matth.iz.io- [ ; c c [ c o n c s t h a t believe in him muft not be ©funded: I t were 

i8*. 6. Luke persecution) that a mililone were har-ged about ins neck, and 
17 t. that he were cad into the fea ; Him that is wesk (even) in 

Rom. 14.1.^ ^ the Faith, we muft receive (and therefore muft not cafthmr 
V'l3l'?l » t o u c t h a t doubteth of a ceremony.) And they that are lirong; 
3,iS> - v^> k e a r w i r n t n e infirmities of the weak, and not to pleafe 

our felves, but every one to pleafe his neighbour for his good to-
edification. No man (hould pat a {tumbling block, or oecafpr* 
to fall )n his brothers way. I f we grieve our brother by our 
meats ( o r other indifferent things) we walk unchari:ablyf 
we muft not for fuch things deftroy them that are the work of 
God, and for whom Chrift died. I t is good neither to eat flefh, 
nor to drink wine.or any thing whereby he ftumbleth or is offend­
ed, or is made weak. He that doubteth is condemned if be eat, 
becaufe he eateth not of faith. And we muft no: be too forward in 
damning men for a morfel of bread, or a. garment, or a g:-
fture.. 

$.8. Moreover, the Miniflry hath a certain end, to which 
all our adminiftrations are Means: even the faving of our flock, 
and the Pleafing of God thereby : And i f Magiftrar.es will 
command us to order but a lawful CircumOance fo as ftiall not 
only croft, but deftroy thefe ends, we muft as foon leave cue 
Minftry as obey him:Our Power is given us to Edification and not 
to Dcftrnflion i Not only thofe things th.it of therafelves deftroy, 
but thofe that are like to be the occafions of fuch an event, 
through theinhrmity of the pecple,muft be by us avoided. To 
command us a way of Msnift ration, that Anil (though but 
accidentally; damn men, and that onneceffarily, is to deftroy 
our office,by deflroying the end, which is mens falvation.If men 
wil l deftroy themfelves By the only means of falvation(( hnft and 
the Gofpel) this will not excufe us from preaching that Gofpel: 
bat i f men will deftroy themfelves by a Ceremony, or unne-
ceffary circumftar.ee, I will take i t out of their way if I can. 
I t is a Lawfuil thing for all fick people in England to eat of one 
particular difh of meat, as well as on others: But i f the Law­
givers command that all Phyficians (hall.give.no man PJVJIKK. 
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that will not be tyed only to fuch or fuch a difh, I would not 
be a Phylician, i f I muft obey that command; what if my Patient 
have a weak ftomack and cannot cat of that difh, or be pcevifli, 
and wili not ? mull I therefore be guilty of his death by denying 
himmyneceforyhelp bcaufc the Magiflrate forbiddeth me t 
He may as well forbid us all to vifit the fick, or relieve the poor, 
or cloath (he naked, i f he can but find the leaft infirmity thac 
they are guilty of. And I think thac Chrift will not take it for 
an excufe in judgement i f any n an fay [Lord , I would have 
relieved chem,cloathcd tbem,healed them,but that the Magiltrate 
forbad me ; and 1 thought it the part of a feditious rebell not to 
obey my governors. 1 Yet I fliould much lefs defire to be in that 
Minifters cafe ('whole labours are neceffiry to the Ch*TchJ 
that htd no better an excufe for his denying to preach the 
Gofpel, or to admit the fervants of Chrift to holy Communion, 
then thac the Magittrate forbade him : Our Mmtftratton is a 
work of Charity, to be exercifed upon voluntary receivers: 
And if a Magiftrate have power to forbid us to preach or grant 
the Sacraments and Communion of the Church co any thac wear 
not black or blew, or white or red, or that kneel not at the Sa­
crament, or fuch like, then may he as well or much better forbid 
us to eive alms 'o any that wear not a horn on their backs, and 
an 2 ^ngabouttheir arms as Bedlams do : No Magnate can 
dS-p nee with CharitySpecially in to great a cafe as mens falvati-
o n : no more then the Pope can difpence with Oathsand Cove-
T o . We have therefore the ufe of our Reafon left us to 
weigh the tendency of a Magnates commands, e ven 
a d commanded is in it felf indifferent : For the 
Power, and the Minifters, are from one Jountain,andare Wic 
Means to one and the fame end: And neither of them hath any 
power to deftroy that end : And therefore , f by a c c ^ , 
through the weaknefs of my flock,the obfervat.on o**™™^; 
cumftance would undo them,l would not " k W 0 ? " " 0 ™ l t 

ence to the M.g.ftrate: but would 

JJSdo n o t h U to ^ n d ^ o f ^ as much 

i n z 

will do no lucn nurt to cue -u ™>x« - - v * , w 

g 3 o i as my nor obeying,*:n (in> fuch iniirT rent cafes) 1 would 
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Msdtiy obey : But orherwifel would appeal to God, and Beat 
the Magiftrates perfection. No means can b? juftly pleaded 
againft the end (and teaft of all, a b are ceremony.) For it is no 
Means when it deftroyech the end. ^ 

$.10. On this account it is that it hath aiwaiesby wife men 
been reckoned a tyrannical unreafonable thing, to impofe all the 
fame ceremonies and circumftances upon ail places as upon 
fomc • and it hath been judged nccelTary that every Church 
have their liberty to differ in fuch indifferent things, and that 
it hath been taken for a wife mans duty, to conform his pra&ice 
in fuch indifferent circumftances to the feveral Churches with 
which he ftiall have communion,as Ambrofe profcffrth he would 
do , and would have others do the fame. 

M l . I f any think (as too many do ) that fuch a diverfity 
of circumftanCes is a diforder and confufion,and not to be endu­
red, I {hall further tell thefe men anon, that their opinion for 
an hypocritical unity and uniformity is the true baneof Chrifti-
an unity and uniformity, and that which hath brought the con-
tuiionand bloody wars into the Chriftian world, and that our 
e y « « a v e f e c n , and our ears have heard of : And it were as wife 
an objection for them, if they fhould charge us in Britanie with 
Confufton, and drive us to a feparationor divifion, becaufe the 
Scots wear blew caps, and the Englijh hats: or becaufe fome 
Englijh wear white hats and fome black . and fo of other cir­
cumftances. 
, ] • }z' D»dHive in France or other Popiili Countries, or 
toad l i v e d i a £ » £ W a t the abolition of Popery, I (houldbave 
thought it my duty in many indifferent circumftances to accom­
modate my felfto the good of thofe with whom I did converfe 
wh i c h yet in another Countrey, or at another time, when thofe 
things were as offenfi ve as then they were efteemed, I durftnot 
have fo done. And therefore our Common Prayer-Book it feif 
with its Ceremonies might be then commendable, in many parti­
culars, which now are reformable. And fo in Ethiopia, Greece, or 
«*>«'»,thofe things would be very laudable,that are now in Eng-

defervedly vituperable. And feveral Ceremonies in the pri ­
mitive times had fuch occafions and concomitants, that made 
thesn tolerable that now feem lefs tolerable: The cafe is not the 
toe, though the Materials be the fame. 

C H A P . 
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C H A P . V H I . 

P r o p . 8 - T h o f e orders may be profita^ 

hie f o r the Teace of the Churches in 

one 3\(ation, that are not necejfary to 

the Teace of the Churches in many 

3 \ f a t i o n s . 

mention this i . Bccaufe the Romanifts are 
fo peremptory for the Neceffity of their 
ceremonies through all the world : as i f 
the unity, peace, or well being of the 
Church, at leaft, did hang on thefe. And 

yet fometimes they could difpence with the different rites of the 
Greeks, i f they could but have got them under their power 
by it. 

§.2- Alfo 2. Becaufe the Proteftantscalled Lutherans,ftick 
fo rigidly on their ceremonies (as Private Confeffion , Exor-
cifm,Images,Vef\ments, &c.) as i f thefchzd been neceffary to 
the unity of the Churches. And the Pacifiers find a difficulty in 
reconciling the Churches of feveral narions,becaufe thefe exped 
an uniformity in ceremonies. 

§. 3. And fo necefTary doth it feera in the Judgement of fome 
deluded fouls,that all Churches be one in a vifible Policy, and 
uniformity of Rites r that upon this very account they forfake 
the Protectant Churches and turn Papifts. As if Chrift were nos 
a fufficient Head and Center for Catholick union, and his Laws 
and waics fufficient for our terms of uniformity, unlefs we are 

111 3 all 
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all of a mind and practice La every cuftome or variable circoin-
ftancc that God hath left indirferenr. 

$.4. I need no other Infhnce then u what Grotius tattt 
* Sccmywrl, given of himfelf * (in his Difcufs. Apolotet. Rivet.) who p o* 
tin<T of Gioii- fefleth that he turned off upon that account, becaufe the Prote-
us Religion. fonts had no fuch unity : And 2. What he faid before of 

o:hers (by whom he took no warning, but did imitate them) 
in his Epiit. to Mr. Bury ( cited by Mr. Barksda'eln his Memo­
rials ofGrothts l ife; where he fai.h [_Many do every day forfake 
the Proteft*nts7*»djojH with the Remanifts , far no 6ther Reafon 
but bee AH ft they are not one Body, but diftracled parties, feparated 
Congregations, having every one a peculiar Ctmmunion and 
rites ] And they that will turn Papifts on fuch an induce­
ment, delcrveto take what they get by their folly. 

§.5. Did not thefe men know that the Church hath stvaici 
allowed diveriky-Gf Rites ? Did not the Churches differ till the 
fVCer.e Council about Eafter day,and one half went one way, 
and another half the other way ? and yet Poljcarpund the 
Bifhopof icWheldcommunion for all their differences? and 
Jreneus pleads this againft Victors temerity in excommunica­
ting the Afian Churches ? D d they not know that the Greek, 
and Armenian, and Romane Churches differ in many Rites, that 
yet may be parts of the Cathoi.ck Church notwithftandirg fuch 
differences / Yea the Romanics themfelvcs would have allowed 
the Greeks, and Abafllnes, and other Churches a difference of 
ceremonies and cuftomes/o they could buthave fubjugatcd the 
to the Pope. 

$. 6*. Yea more, the feveral orders of Fryars and other Religi­
ous men among the Papifts thercfelves are allowed their diffe­
rences m Rites and Ceremonies • and the exercife of this allowed 
D fference doth make no great breach among them, becaufe 
they have the liberty for this variety from one Pope in whom 
they are all united. What abundance of obfervations do the 
fefuites, Francifcans, Dominicans^ Beneditlines, Carthttjians, and 
others differ in? And mutt men needs turn Papifts becaufe of 
the different Rites of Protefiants, when they muft find more va­
riety among them that they turn to ? The matter's well amend­
ed with them, when among us, ore countrey uf t > three or 
four Ceremonies which Qr>>*$ do difufe : and smog the 

Papifts, 
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Pfcpiftf , one order of Prvars ufeth twice as many different 
from the reft- yea in habit, and diet,and other obfervances 
they many waies differ. What hypocrihe is this, to judge this 
tolerable, yea laudable in them , and much lefs fo intolerable 
in us, as that It muft remove them from our Communion ? 

§. 7. And how fad a cafe is it that the Reconciliation between 
the Lutherans and other Proteftants (hould in any meafure 
ftick at fuch Ceremonies? what i f one com trey will have Ima­
ges to adorn their Temples, and will have exomfm, and other 
Ceremonies, which others do dtfallow and deiire to be freed 
from ? may we not yet give each other the right hand of feli 
lowfhip? and take each other for the Churches of Chrift ? snd 
maintain brotherly Charity, and fuch a correfpondency, as may 
conduce to our mutual preservation and edification ? 

$.8. Yea in the fame Nation, why may not fevera! con­
gregations have the liberty of differing in afew indifferent cere­
monies? I f one part think them lawfuil, and the other think that 
God forbids them, muft we be forced to go againft our Confci-
ences,fora thingofno neceflity ? I f wc profVfs ou-; RefoIunVn 
to live peccably with them that ufe them, and only defire a tole­
ration ourfelves, becaufe we dare not wilfully fin agaioftour 
light, will charity deny us this? I f men forbear a-ihing f f u p . 
pofej indifferent for fear of Gods difplcafure and damnation,, 
and profefs that were it not for this they would conform to the 
wills of others, are thofe Chriftians or men that will come be­
hind them and drive them into hell without compaflion,andthacc 
for things ind.flfcrcnt ?, 

C f l A P I 



C + 4 - 8 ) 

C H A P . I X . 

P r o p . 9 . There is no meer Humane Uni*-

v e r f a l Soveraign, Qivil or Ecclefi" 

aflical j over the whole Church, and 

therefore none to m a h Laws Oblige 

tory to the whole. 

A D D this, becaufe of the fpecious 
pretences of forae.that fay we are bound 
to an uniformity in Ceremonies by trie 
Church : and call all Schifmatlcks, and 
fuch as feparate from the Ctthobck 

i? Church , that difown and difufe fuch 
. , ,' , Ceremonies as on thefe pretences they 

obtrude. And by the Church that thus obligeth us, they mean, 
either fome Univerfal Soveraign Power- or elfe anumverial 
Confentoftbe Church effential fas they call i t . ) And that 
Soveraign mud be the Pope or a General Council. 

$.2. I t it be Univerfal Confent of all Believers, that they fup-
pofetp be the obliging power, I fhallanfwer them, 1. That Be­
lievers are not Governours and Law-givers to the Univerfal 
Church, no nor to a particular Church. | £ that point of the 
Scparatifts befo odious trut'a (Tenet h the multitude of Belie­
vers to be the Governours ofa particular Church, and to have 
the power of theKeyes: what then fhall we think of them 
lhat give them, ( even to fuch as they call the Laity themfelves ) 

the 
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the Government, yea in the higheft point even Legifiation9 

over the Univerfai Church it fejf. 
§. 3. And 2.1 add, that theDifJ&ntof thofe Churches thac 

refufeyour Ceremonies, doth prove that there is no Univerfal 
confent .* I f all rauft confent, we rauft confent our felves before 
we be obliged. We are as free as others, we gave none power 
to oblige us by their confent. I f we had, it had been Nul l : bev 
caufe we had no authority fo to do, and could not have obliged 
ourfelves, by a univerfal Law, or perpetual contract. Or i f 
we had, we had alfo power, on juft occafion to reverfeafelf-
obligation. But no fuch thing de fatto can ba pretended againft 
us. 

§. 4« And if fuch an obligation by confent (hould be pretend­
ed , 3. r would know whether it was by this or by fome former 
generation ? Not by this as is certain. Nor by any former: For 
former ages had no power to bind all their fucceffor* in Cere­
monies about the worftiip of God. Shew whence they had fuch 
a power, and prove i t , i f you can: we are born as free men, as 
our anceftors were in this. 

$.5. And 4 . I would befatisficd, whether every mans con­
fent in the world beneceffary to the Vniverfality, or not? 
I f it be; then there are no DifTenters: or no obligation becaufc 
no Univerfal confent. I f not; then how many muft confent 
before we are obliged ? you have nothing to fay, but \_a Ma­
jor fart ] where you can, with any (hew of reafon, reft : And 
1. How (hall we know in every Parifh in England, what mind 
the Ma jor part of the Chriftians through the world are of, in 
point of fuch or fuch a Ceremony ? 2. Yea by this rule, we 
have reafon to think that both Papifts and Proteftants muft 
change their Ceremonies, becaufe the greater part of Chri­
ftians (in Eaft and South,and fome in the Weft) are againft ve-
ry many ofthem. 

§. 6. But if it be the Authority of a Soveraign Hea'd that is 
pleaded as obliging the univerfal Church to an uniformity in 
Rites and Ceremonies, we muft know who that Soveraign is. 
None that we know, pretend to it but the Pope and a General 
Council. And for the Pope we have by many volumes proved 
him an Ufarper,and no authorized Head of the Church Univer* 

M o m fal • 



fa t : The pretended Vice-Chrift, is a falfeChrtft. The nrit 
ufurpers pretended but to a Soveraignty in the Roman world 
but had never any fhew of Government over the Cburcuesm 
Ethiopia, Udia, and the many Churches that were wituout t M 
verge of the Roman Emp re. , 

§ .7 . And as for General Councils, i.They are no moretnc 
Vifible Head and Soveraign of the Church then the Pope 1?. 
This I have proved in another Difputation by it (elf. 2. f here 
neither is nor can fee any Council truly univerfal, as I nave 
there alfo (hewed. Its but a delufory n8me. 3 • 1 £ e r c , r ^ v e r 

wasany fuch in the world, fince the Church ( which before 
^was confined to a narrow room) was fpread over the world-even 
"atA**Vf,there was no proper representative ofalmoft any but: the 
Churches under the Roman Emperours power : Few out of the 
Welt, even in the Empire: and none out of almoftany of the 
C hurches without the Empire; (For whats one Bifhop of Ptrfia, 
or fuch another of another Countrey, and perhaps thofe P r ° v 

the Roman fubjeds too, that are fo called? ; I f there was but 
one from Spain,&nd only two Presbyters of Rome from Italy, 
and one from France ( i f any ; and none from many another 
Countrey in the Empire,no wonder i f there was none from\tng-
land, Scotland, or Ireland, &c. And therefore there can be no 
univerfal obligation on this account. 

$. 8. Councils are for Concord by Confutation and con-
fem, and not a Soveraign or fuperiour fcrt of Governing pow­
er. And therefore we that confented rot are not obliged: and it 
we had confented,wc might on weighty reafons have withdrawn 
our confent. ., , t o t , n 

§.9. The Orders eftablifhcd by General Councils have been 
laid afide by almoft all,and that without the repeal of a Counoi . 
Yea fuch Orders are feereed to prefuppofe the cuitora ot 
the Univerfal Church, i f not Apoftolical Tradition, to nave 
been their ground. , . . ft 

$. 10. Among many others, let » inftance only in rhelaii 
Canon o f the Nicenc Council, that forbidding Kneeling, com-
rotndeth all to pray only (binding on the Lords Daycs, Cry 
And this was the common ufe of the Church before, as Ttrtui-
lian and others (hew, and was afterwards confirmed again, in 
General Council; And yet even the Church of tf^hathcait 
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it 'Off; tnore the •Protectant Churches. No General 
Council hath been of more authority then this of Nice : No 
Ceremony of more .common ufe then this ftanding in prayer 
on the Lords dayes: So that it rmgbt as much as any, be called 
the conftirution and cuftom of the Catholick Church. And yet 
we fuppofe not thefe now to bind us to it but have caftit off 
without the repeal of any other General Council. And why are 
we more bound then by the fame authority to other Ceremo­
nies then to this ? And i f to any, then to w hiebfitA to how manyt 

and where fhail our confciences find reft ? 
$. 11. Even thejefuifes themfelvcs fay that the General dif-

ufe of a pradice eftabliftied by Pope and Council, is equall to 
an abrogation, without any other repeal,fo it be not by the faid 
powers contradicted. And certainly all fuch <iifafe began with 
a few,and proceeded further .• we are allowed then to difufe fuch 
things. 

§. 12. I t would grieve a man that loves the Church to hear 
the name of the Church abufed by many dark, though con­
fident difputers, when they are pleading for ^heir Ceremonies, 
and Holy dayes, and laying about them with the names of 
Schifmaticks againft all that will not do as they do f fay 
they,) Thefe men will feparate from the Catholick^Chnrchy and 
how then can they be the Children of the Churchy And i .Which 
is it that is called by them the Catholick Church ? Little do I 
know, nar am able to conj*&ure. Did the Catholick Church 
make the Engli(h Common-Prayer Book ? whatl were the then 
Bifhops in England that confented in that work, the whole 
Church of Chrift on earth ? God forbid. Or did ever any 
General Council authorize it? I think not. And if they would 
tell us what General Council commanded Chrifimas Day , or 
Kneeling at the Sacrament, &c. they would do us aplcafure; 
but I think they will nor. 

$.13. And 2. What i f thefe things had all been command­
ed by a General Council ? May not a man difufe them 
without feparating from the Church ? I think, as good at you 
are, you do fome things your felves that God himfelf hath for­
bidden you to do; and yet will be loth to be therefore taken for 
men that feparate either from the hurch or God. And when 
vou read the Books of Heathen |Tphilofophers; when you adore 
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not toward theEaft,or when you pray & receive the Sacrament; 
Kneeling on the Lords Daycs, would you be taken to feparate 
rromthe Catholick Church, for croffingics ancient cuftoms,oc 
J-anons? But thefe perverfe and fadious reafonings we muft 
near to the difhonour of Chriftianity and Reafon it ieif,and that 
Jrom men that fcorn the fuppofed meannefs of others h. yea and 
ice poor fouls feduccd into feparation by fuch empty words-Ii 
andtbis is one oftheprefent judgements on this land. 

C H A P . X . 

P r o p , i o , J f it y e m t o u r L a w f u l ! 

(fovemours that command us r but 

u f u r p e r s , we are not formally bound to 

obey them, though the things be law* 

f u l l which t h e j command. 

' ^ K S ^ S S f f i l E . r c a y bebocnd by foraeother Obb'gar 
tion perhaps,to do the thing which they 
command us, but we are not formally 
(thoughfometime Materially) bound 
to obeytbem : For it is not formdlj 

i i i y obedience unlefs it be done eo nomine 
Decanlccommanded,or for the Authority of the Coramander.If 
the Pope or, any ufurper fliould command me to pray or to give 
alms^I will do it,but not becaufe he commandeth me,but becaufe 
Ood commandeth me : and therefore I will not obey him but 
w d :; But i f a Parent or Magiftrateor Paftor command it me, 

I wil l do i t both becaufe it is commanded me, by God and them , 
and.* 
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and fa I willobey bath God and them. I f an ufurper command 
me to doa thing in it felf indifferent,! will not do it becaufc he 
commandethit : bat yet if accidentally it become my duty, by 
conducing to another* good, or avoiding their offence or burr, 
©r any other accident,! wiilufe it for thefe ends,though not for 
his command. 

§ 2. The Pope i» As the Vice-chrift or univerfall Head, h 
an ufurper j and therefore bath no authority to command me 
©r any man ( i n that relation ) the fmalleft Ceremony. 2.The 
fcope as Patriarch of the Weft,is an humane creature,and not of 
Bivine inftitution, and was indeed afinfull inftitution from the 
firftof hiscreation; but i f it had been otherwife, yet fince is 
that Patriarchfhip become unwarrantable, fince he hath for­
feited i t , and the world hath found the mifcbiefs of it. So that 
no man is therefore bound to ufe one lawfull Ceremony becaufe 
the Pope as Patriarch of the Weft comroandeth it . 3 . I f this were 
not fo, yet Brittain and Ireland were from the beginning none of 
his Patriarchate, nor did at Nice confent to i t : and therefore 
have the left appearance of any obligation. 

$. 3.The Authority of General Councils ctnnot be pretend­
ed as obliging men in Confcience to the Englifh Ceremonies.. 
1. Becaufe indeed General Councils are not a fuperiour Power 
for proper Government of theChurch having authority to com­
mand particular Bifhops, or Synods, as their fubje&s ; but 
they are only neceffary for Union and Communion of Chur­
ches and mutual afliffance thereby: and fo their Canons bind 
but by virtue of the General commands that require us to main­
tain the Unity and Communion of the Churches. 

$.4. And 2. I f it were otherwife, there is few, i f any of thefe 
Ceremonies that are commanded by any true General Council. 
They thac can prove any fuch thing, let them do i t : but till we 
fee i t , we will not be forward to believe ir. Yea 3 . Some of 
thcm,General Councils hare made Canons againft; as I before 
{hewed in the Cafe of Kneeling at the Sacrament on the Lords 
dayes. And therefore the neglecters of our Ceremonies fin not 
againfl: a General Councih 

f . 5. The Common plea is, that we are bound to ufe ihefe 
Ceremonies in obedience to the Church of England-, and that 
we are not true fons of Church if we refufe it. B it wlia: is-

M m ro 3 *Et 



( 4 " ) + ) 
it that is called by them \_ The Church of Bngland ] In a Politi­
cal fenfe, I know no fuch thing as a Church of England, or 
of any Nation on earth • that is, There is no one Society united 
in any one Ecdefiaflical S0veraign,that can truly be called [ the 
Church of 6*gla»d] or of any other Nation. The whole Ca-
tholick Church is One,as united in Chnft the Head: And every 
particular Chu ch, affociated for perfonal Communion in Gods 
Wor fh p,isone j being a pare of the Catbolick Church, and 
united in, and individuated by iheir relation to their feveral Pa­
yors. ButaNationalChurchunderonechiefEcdefiaftick Go-
vernrnerir, I find no mention of in Scripture; but contranly, 
L the Churches of Judsia, Galatia, &c. ] or any other Coun-
trey . . ; ; ; e there were many,are alway mentioned in thePiural 
n u m ^ r ; and never called cue Church. 

h 6. Yet will we quarrel with no men about meer names or 
words. National Church)bz meant any of thefe follow­
ing, we acknowledge that there is fuch a thing, i . I f all the parti­
cular Churches in a Nation do AiTociare , rbr Communion 
«nd mutual! affiftance, and fou'e to meet by their officers in 
one National Affcmbly. Iconfefsthe AfTociation ufefull,if not 
neceiiary.aiid the AITemblies to be maintained, and for unity 

- ^ o b e y e d in things lawfull : And though Scripture call not 
loch National AlTociations by the name of [ a Church ] in the 
lingular number, yet we (hall leave men to their Liberty m 
inch names i f a j i t h e Schooimafters in England (hould hold 
general Affl-mbliea, to agree what Books to read in their 
acnools, &e. , f any man would therefore call all the Schools m 
*nl\*nd in the fingular number, by the name of {the School oj 
f "gland, ] I would not differ with him for a word. M Or i f the 
Umrchesare all called One that are under one Chriftian Magi­
strate I will confefs the thing to be true that is pretended to be 
the reafon of trfe name: A l l the Churches do owe obedience to 
the Magiftrate. But he is no EfTential part or EcclefiaAical 
Head of the Church: and therefore it is very improperly deno­
minated from him • or called [ One 1 on that account: No 
more then al! the Schools are ont becaufe he is their Soveraign, 
Jt isthe Common-wealth that is fpecifiedand individuated by 
thv- Magiftrate as the Soveraign Power ; and nottheChur-
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thes.But yet it is but an improper word, to call all the Churches 
one Church on that account, which we contend not about. 

$. 7. But it is the Thing that we flick more at then the name. 
A General Head doth properly fpecihe and individuate the Body 
Prove either, 1. That the Archbifhop of Canterbury or any 
other. 2. Or an AfTembly of Bifhops or Presbyters, is properly 
an Ecclefiaftical Head,having Authority from Jefus Chrift to be 
the chief Ruler of all the Churches in the Land and then I wil l 
confefs that we have properly and ftri&ly a National Church. 
But no fuch thing can be proved. 

§. 8 As for an Ajfembly^ I have already (hewed ( which Bi« 
(hop Vjber afferted to meJthat they are not fu perior Governors, 
nor inftituted^r* %a Regiminis, but gratia unitath • having no 
more Rule over particular Bifhops, then a Convention of 
Schoolmafters over a particular Schoolmate. I f they fay 
that Kings and Parliaments give Power to Convocations , 
I anfwer, that can be but fuch as they have themfelves: which 
WC (hall fpeak of anon, and is nothir g to this place. 

§. 9. And as for a Primate or Archbiffaop ( of Ca^erbury^ 
e. g. J 1. I t will be a hard task to prove Archbifhops, as fuch* 
to be of Diviae Inftitution. 2. And it will be harder, even 
Jmpoffible, to prove Archbifhops of the Englifh [pedes, as fuch, 
to be of Divine inftitution. 3. And certainly Chrift hath no­
where told us, that every Nation (hall have fuch aHead>nor 
every Province, nor every County : nor told us whether there 
{hall be one over ten Nations, or ten over one; Their limits are 
not to be found in Scripture (Tuppofing there wereiuch an 
office there known.) 4. Nor is it anywhere determined , that 
fuch a City (hall have the prehemineoce, and Canterhtry, vrg, 
be Ruler of all the reft. A l l thefe are of roeer humane inftito-
t ion: And therefore that which the impofers of Ceremonies-rati 
\jhe Church of England] is a meer humane thing, which there­
fore can bind us no further then the Magiftratc can authorise 
them to do. 

§ . 10. But the flronger pretence will be, that che particular 
Bifhops of England were feverally officers of Cbrrit, autho­
rized to Govern their feveral flocks, and therefore a Convra-
iron of thefc Bi(hops binds us in confeience^ratia 0*iMfis. The 
People they oblige as their Rulers .• and the leveral Presbyters 
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aife as t h e i r Rulers, and the feverai Biftops, gratU unhms, for 
avoiding of fchifrn. 

. A n f w ' T h i s l s an infufficient evidence to prove 
out Consciences obliged to their Ceremonies, eo becaufe 

f n C 1 r ° n s o r c o m n iands .For though we acknowledge a fort 
o. fcpiicopacy to be warrantable,yec that this fort that made the 
v-anons m queftion, is not warrantable, I have proved at large in 
tnc torraer Deputation on that queftion.Such Paftors of a Dio-
ceisasour bifhops were,have no word of God to (hew for their 
omce fur ther then as they are Presbyters,) but we have (hewed 
already, that their office is unlawfull.And therefore though their 
actions as Presbyters may be valid, yet their adieus are Null 
L i n n W e r e

k

d Q n e b y P ^ n c e of this unlawfull fort ofoffice,(they 
Deing no other way enabled thereto.; On this ground therefore 
we are not bound. fa 

cj'*2" . I f l c c o u J d be pretended that at leaftas Presbyters the 
fore t h u s t h ° e t - P r e f e n ? d c h e ^cfsbyters of ^ / W . a n d there-
praver r l " ? f b i n d s u s t o the ufeof ceremonies,Common 

t h l a t e Z ^ f f o r t °£ B j ( h °P 8 >ob l ige b u t ^ ; , mmtite.THt 
the P r e i L K Waller wis as truly a Reprefentative of 
fent if !„l o f E f t ^ < as the Convcaotion ; where fuch con-
ficdt f , I C r e K 8 n e n ; W a s retraded.s.By adualldiflike figni-
r e t r a c i e d ^ p ^ y t e i o f E q U n J , for themoftpart,have 
save fnrh r ^ > - o n ( e n t - 4 . Y e a molt that are now Minifters never 

f n h S u ^ n ' 5 a E V C n a 1 1 P a r t i c u l a r P a f t o r s a n d C h u r c b e $ 

are tree and may on juft reafon deny confent to fuch impofitions. 
& L V h « n r e m a i n s l e n g t h e n , that with any (hew of 
m o n l ^ " c o n t i n ™ g our obligation to Cere-
r r S h A " t h o r » t y , but that of the Civil Power that com-
w e c o l f c B u c t o t h a t I % > i .Somuchaswaslawfull , 
we confefs that we were bound to ufe, while we bad the com­
mand of the Civil power, Bat nothing unlawfull could be made 
our duty by them. 2. the Civil Power hath repealed thofe 
laws that bound us to thefe ceremonies. The Parliament 
^pealed them : the late King confented, at lcaft, for the 
eaie oi tender Confciences ( as he fpoke; that menfhould 
nave liberty to forbear them. And the prefent Rulers arc againh* 
tnem, whom we fee even the ceremonious obey in other matters. 

$. 14, Let 



. ;§. 14, Let thofe then that would Tub jugate our Confclences 
to their ceremonies, make good their foundation, even the 
Authority by which they fuppofe us to be obliged, or they do 
nothing: I fall their impofitions were proved things indifferent 
ttnd lawfull, thats nothing to prove that we muft ufe them 
till they prove that lawfull authority commandeth them! 
The Civil Powers do not command them : And the Ecclefi-
afticks that command them, prove not their authority over 
us. In the matters of God, we will yield to any man that bids 
us do that which God hath bidden us do already: But i f they 
will exercife their power by commanding us more then God 
commands us, and that unneceffariiy, we muft crave a fight o f 
their commifiion. 

$. 15. And i f men that have no Authority over us, (hall 
pretend Authority from God, and go about to exercife it by 
Ceremonious impofitions4 we have the more reafon to fcruple 
obeying them, even in things indifferent, left we be guilty of 
eftablifkng their ufurpation, and pretended office in the 
Church, and fo draw on more evils then we forefee or can re­
move. ' " 
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C H A P . X I . 

P r o p , i r . T h e Commands of L a w f u t i 

governors about Lavpfull'Ceremonies,, 

m u f l be under flood and obeyed Wth 

fucb exceptions as do Jecure the 

End • and not to the fuhvertmg 

of i t . 

§• i - . f ^ ^ f v U H E proof of this is obvious.Thefe humane 
Ceremonies are appointed but as means 
to a further end. But that which wou « 
crofs and overthrow the end doth ceale 
to be a Means- and cannot be wled/** 
ration* medii. . , h t 

§. 2. Order, and Decency are the pretended ends of tn* 
Impofed Ceremonies, and the right worftitping of God, an ^ 
the good of mens fouls are faid to be the greater and remoter 
enci*,aaidthe glory of God the ultimate end. I f then! have 
good aifur?ncethatl cannot ufe fuch or fuch a ceremony buuc 
will prove the fubverfiou of Order, or Edification, (though it 
Ihould be by accident, through the infirmity o f m e n j I Know 
no reafon I have to ufe them,when fuch a mifchief would o ow, 
unlet* they can (hew rac (oroe greater good.that alfo will rollow, 
which may recompence it. 

$. u Therefore the commandingofunnecetoy ceremonies, 
on fucb Penalty, as was done in England, and SntUna,™^ 


