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NS N A A A R AN N N
CHAP. XL

Prop. 11. The Commands of awfull
Governors abont Lawfull Ceremonses,
muft be underftood and obeyed with
fuch exceptions as do fecure the
End ; and not to the [ubverting
of it. ‘

§: I SESWNSUEHE proofof this.is obvious. Thefe humane:
et reea\ - Ceremonies are appointed but #s means.
| livR, toafurtherend. Butthat which wou'd
.5 crofsand overthrow the end, dotb ceafe
S to be a Means;, and cannot be wled (w6
ratione medii.

§. 2. Order; and Decency are the pretended ends- of the:
Impofed Ceremonies; and the right worfhiping of God, 3nd.
the good of mensfouls are faid to be the greater and remoter
ends, and'the glory of God the ultimate end.. If then] have:
good affurance thatT cannot ufe fuch or fuch a ceremony but it
will provethe fubver(i@h of Order, or Edification, (though it
fhould be by accident, through the infirmity of men,) 1 know:
noreafon [ have to ufe them,when fuch a mifchief wou!d follow, .
uniefi they can thew me fome greater good.that alfo will follow .
which may recompenceit. : ]

§. 3. Therefore the commanding of unneceffaty ceremonics,

on fach Penalty, as was.done in England, and Smland,t;(; _
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the filencing of the Preachers, and diffipating of the flocks, and
cafting out that worthip, or hindring thac Edification that was

pretended to be their end, was prepofterous both inthe com. -

maunders and obeyers ; and proved not convenient means to the
ends pretended. - :

§. 4. If I be enjoyned by the Magifirates whom I mention as
of more undoubted auchority then our Bifhops,) toread fuch
and fuch chapters,and preach on fuch and fuch texts through the
year;I am in reafon tointerpree their commands with this exce-
ption [whesn it doth not apparently crofs the main end.] So that if
in my courfel thould be commanded to read and preach of an
aliene lubje&, whenmy hearersare running into fchifm, fedi-
tion, herefie, ¢rc.' 1 will fuppole that if the Magifirate were
prefent, he wou!d allow me to read or preach according tothe
matter of prefent neceffity. And if 1 were commanded to read
the Common prayerin a Surplice and other formalities, I hope

ifthe Church were all inan uproar, and the {tools flying about
foy ears,as the womenat Edinburgh ufed the Bithop, I might

think it woa'!d not tend in that Congregation to order or Edifica.
tion, to ufe fuch Ceremonies. Were they things of Gods inftitu-
tion, they would not edifie the people till they were prepared
;io pfmi" them ; and therefore that preparation fhould go
rit.
§-5. Indeed it is the Paftors office tobe the guide of his
flock in the worfhip of God, and therefore to judge pro re nata,
what fubjed to fpeak on to them, and what circumftances to
choofe, that may be moft fuitable to time,and place,and perfons,
to promote his ends, even the good of fouls : And thereforeno
Magiftrates fhonld take the work or power of Paftors
them ; though they may overfee themin the ufe of it.
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CHAP. XIL

ProP Iz It may be very fmfull to
" command fome - ceremonies, When yeé
it may-be the Jubjelts Duty to ufe them

.- when they are commuanded.
91 MSIE NG Add this Propofition as neceffary both

= £5OF for Rulers and for Subje@s : For Rulers;
(" ES&S) that they may not think that all may be
oW, lawfully Commanded which may be !a;v—
: DT fully done when it is commanded.” And for
fubjes; left they think that all things are unlawfull to be done;
which are finfully commanded. G 0
§.2. Some Governors think, that the Sermons and ArgﬂH
ments that charge the people with fin for difobeymg'thcm,%p -
juftifie them for making the Laws, which others fh(’?’[do.f"vh' :
And all the words that are fpent in aggravatiog the fin of the
difobedient , they think are fpoken in juftification of .‘h“ﬁ
commands. Andon the contrary, many people th{pk"thtt‘a
that is {aid agaioft the laws or penalties, is faid in )uﬁxﬁcatxhon‘
of their difobedience. And they are fo lamentably weak that
they cannot difcern, bow that can lawfully be obeyed,that is fin-
fully commanded : when yet the cafeis very pl.am, _ A
§.3. Ifathingbe fimply unlawfull, as being forbfxddenf ”Y
God himfelf, there no command of man can makeit lawin'l.
But if it be but inconvenient or evil only by fome accident o c:;;
cumftanee, it is poffible for the commands of Govergors to ta} |
offthe sccidental evil, and make it become a duty. For examp ;{

S

A




€461)

Is ssnot lawfull for me to travail one imile in vain: norisitlaws
full fora Princeto command me to travail amilein vains And
vetif he fend me fuch a command, to appear before him at fuch
aplace, ( yea though it be many miles ). it may become ‘my du-
ty to obey him. O:herwife fubjeds thould not-be bound to
appear before any judicature, till they, were fatisfied of the
caufe, which is abfurd. I a Prince command his officers to exe-
cute fome unjuft fentences, if they know. itnot , at leaft, ¢
may beno fin of theirs, (in many cafes ), thoughit be his:
Every war chat is unlawfully undertaken by the Prince, is not
unlawfullinall his 'S!”;)uldieré: Some of them that have not. op«
portunity to know:the evil of : his nndertaking; may be bonnd ¢

obey ( thecafe of others I détgf@':gffldz. }ng, ‘}ybng ?d .o>
8 §.4. So if a Paftor call ;he“XKembly at an-inconvenient
hour , or to an inconvenient place,though it be his fin todo fo,
yet isittheir Duty to obey. If in the manrer of Prayer he
(ﬁt}olerablyQ mifcarry, they may not therefore refufeto jon
Plalm: .“{1 the wor 5..‘ 0 it .‘?-.‘,'f{.":: :'

obe’

throw the Duty.it felf, and, be inconfiftent with the ends, ox
bring greater evils upon the Church ,. then our refufing to
ob:y the Paffors ( inthofecales) cando; then ( as I have
before fhewed ) we are not bound to follow him in fuch a cafe .
_ But otherwife we are. : SN it
§.6. The Reafons of this are obvious, and clear, Even-bes-
caufe it is the offcesf the Governours:to determine ‘of fuch
Ciréumﬁ:a?ctys, £\IL is the, Paftors office o %’dc and overfeethe
t

aly

flock. And {o the determining of Time a

of the fubje&.on which he fhall preach , the leading them in
prayer,and praife, and choice of verfions., trapflations, aad
other ordinary helpsin bis work, = And cherefore when he de-

termineth thefe, be isbut in his own way, and doth but his ows:
work; and therefore he is therein the judge, . if the. cafe be con-.
trovertible. Ifnone (hall obey a Magiftrate or, Paftor in the
works of their own office, as long asthey think he did them not:

3 s Nnn 3 the:

5.5 ”Y"etx" the nfiT;;;ir{idge §e fo great inthe or;iéfing' Jé{lc‘n,of '
thele cnrcumlla‘nce,s?or inthe Manner of Duties, asfhall over.

{o the : me ang Place of worfhip;,.
( thatsundetermined ) belongeth to his office : and the choice
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thebelt way, all Government then would be prefently over-

thrown, and obedience denyed.We are fure chat God bath _COm"
‘manded us to obey them that are overus in the Lord, { 1 Thef.

5-12.Heb. 13.7,17, ¢5c. ) And therefore a Certain d.ucy;
tuay not bz for bZrn Zfaon unzetrain conjeures, or upon e
mifcarriage in them.that we owe itto. This would unchurc
all Churches (as they are Political Societies ) For if Paftors
be taken down, and the work of Paftors, the Churchis taken
down : Andif Government and obedience be taken down,‘.hﬂ}
Paltors and their work is taken down ; Which will be the fruit o
this diforder, : 5
§.7. And the things in which the Paltor isnow fuppofed t0
€rr, are not of themfelves unlawful! ; but only by fuch an acct-
denr, as being over -weighed by another accident, fhall ceafeto
make them unlawfull, For inftance: If the Paftor 3PP°‘"‘;
more imperfe@ verfion of the Pfalms to be fung in the Churc
as is eommonly done in England, ) the obeying of him inthe
uleof this, will nor bring fo much hure to the Church as the
difobeying on that account would do : For befides the fin of
difobedience ic feif, the Church would be ina confufion, if they
forfake his condud thar preferves the union ; and fome will be
for this, and fome for that, and fo the worfhip iz felf will be
overthrown, But if the Paltor would command a verfion fo
corrupe as would overthrow the duty it felf or be as bad as
non-performance , ‘the Church s then to feek redrefs, and
not obey him.  So if he command a Time inconvenient, but
tolerable (as to mee: at fun riingor fun fetting ) it were
becter obey then difolve the Church (if we cannot be other-
wife relieved ) By if he appoint a Time thats inolerably unfic
(asac midnighe ) would not obey (" except in fuch neceffity,

asleaves to that time or none) the fame 1 fpoke before of other
Lircumftances.

§.8. On the other fide, if Magiftrazes or Paftors (hall think
Raeir Tmpofition lawfuli, becaufe che people may lawfully obey
them,they are as much miftaken.Even many of thofeDivines that
wrote for conformity to the late Ceremonies, did take it to be
the finof thofe that impofed them , asthey were impofed and
would have written as much againft the Impofition, if they
had but had liberty © I mean fuch wriicrs as Mr, Sprint ,
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M‘r.Ptyﬁal]‘,Dr. fobn fnrgeﬁ {who told the King of Po/lio’s

{affs that were brokenby C«far,that no more anger and dan-
ger of mens lives fhould follow ; and would have bad-him fo
£ have ufed our Ceremonies. ) So Zanchy that judged the
Ceremonies fuch as might lawiully be ufed, did wrice to the
Queen to take them down, and not leave them as fnares to calt:
out the Minifters, and at the fame time he wrote to the Mini--

‘flers toufe them, in cafe the Queen would not be pecfwaded: |

to forbear the impofingand urging ofthem.
§.9:.If 1 be bourd to obéy a Governour ifhe fet metopick
firaws, or tohunt a feather, it followeth not that ke may law-
fully command it,. 1 have heard ‘m_ar‘;y leading for Cerercorics
fay, thatif the Magiftrate commande them, and would not
otherwife permit them to.preach the Gofpel, they would preach:
inafools Coat,and a fools Cap with a- feather, rather then for-
bear. But 1 do not think that a0y of them would juflifie
that Ruler that would make fucha Law, that noman fhould
reach or celebrate the Sacraments,but in a fools Coatand Cap
Pich might expe@ to be judged by Chri
‘him and his Ordivances.

ft , as thefcorncrsof
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- ‘Prc}p,‘lg. ,7/9é COhﬂdﬂf ufe of things

indifferent fhould not be { ordinarily )
commanded 5 - but they fbould be fome-
times ufed, and fometimes difufed.

T B e svey Py

W [LL fay but fictle of this, becanfe
1 have opened it before in the Difputa-
tion about Liturgies. = The Reafons
of it are plain. 1. Indifferent things
thould be ufed as indifferent things,and
therefore with fome indifferency.

§. 2. And 2. The people elfe will be
brought to think them Neceffary,if they be conftantly ufed, and
cultome will grow to a Law: And no contradi&ing this by
dodrine will ferveturn to reQifie the miftake : For we cannot
be alway_no? oft preaching on fuch things : And ifwe were,
yet pra&tice is much more obferved by them then do&rine;
which commoniy they underftand not, or forget. ;

§.3. And 3. Hereupon their minds will receive a falfe impref-
fion about the nature of their Religion, and they will be brought
to worfhip they know not how, and tofeta high value on that
whichis not to be valued ; and confequently it will kindle 3
falfe zeal in their affe@ions, and corrupt all their devotions.

§. 4. And 4. Tt will make them difobedient againft Magiftrates
or Paftors that would take them off from their falfe appreben-
fions, and mifguided pra®ices : and if they live in a plllacc
g iz waere
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where the Governours are againft their cuﬁoms,' they will difo=

bey them on pretence of dury toGod,and think that ¢ ey do him

fervice in it,

§.5. Yea §. They will be uncharirably cenforious againft
their Brethren tharare not of their mind, andlook onthem as

men that are felf-congeited or irteligious, as the Papifts do by
all that do no entertain every ¢pinion which they anoamerate

with the A-tic'es of their faich, aod every pra&ice which they

place their Religion in. s
§, 6. Wefee all this by fad experience among our felves.

T he impofers of oar Ceremonies and the m'aincai’ncrs.;'of'_th‘cm

did il profefs that they were no parts, but Accidents Ok
worfh'p; andthey pleaded for them but as thingsindifferent.
And yec now the Magiftrate, and chir lawfull acknowledged
Paftors, would bring the people in fome of thefe Ceremanies
to change their cuftoms; they will notdo it in many places, but
mike confcience ( asthey profefs) of Geftures,and forms and
Diyes, and fuch like, asif they had beeno{l)_;yqumgﬁgglion.'

1f they be things Indifferent, why may not they difufe an Holy
day oe year as they ufe it another or difufea form of Prayer

one day, as they ufe it another, or recieve the Lords Supper one
time ficting, astheydoanother time kneeling? But this they

" will not endure to yield to:fo that you fee that conftant uninter-

ruptedufe , hath madecuftome aLaw with them, and given
the Lie to the Do@&rine of the Bifhops themfelves , that called
them bat indiffzrent things; and canfed the people to place Gods
worfhipin them. : 2%

§.7. And on the other fide a conftant purpofed difufe of
conveniens Modes and Circumftances of worfhip, may draw

 people to.think them things unlawfull, and to rifeup againft

them as innovations , and firange things, when they are im-

§.8. Yet here we malt diftinguifh of ind ffecent thingsd
Some arefo convenient, that we cannot frequently.vary ~bat
with greatinconveniency and wrong to the Church ( as adue
hour for Aflembling, and a convenient place,and the beft Tran.
flations , and verfions of the Pfalms, the firteft Utenfils for
worfhip, &c. ) Inallthele cafesit were giddinefs to vary fre-
quently and without need , and vet worfe to tie men up from
Qoo . i varying

g
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varying when they find need. Other things areof ordinary.
inconvenience , which therefore ordinarily fhould be difufed:.
thoughin fome cafes of neceflicy they muft be allowed. Other.
things depend npon the will of men, and there is no great dif-
erence in poin: of convenience between the ufing and difufing,
them, but what the will of man doth caufe : (as in our veftures,
_ our geftures in fome of the Ordinances , as in hearing, fing-
, ing Plalms, and in abundance of Ceremonies or Circum{tances,
this isthecafe. ) Thefe are they that I fay thould be ufed, but
unconftantly. :
§. 9. As for them that cry out of Confufionand Sacriledge,
and irreligioufnefs, and I know not what, if Ceremonies be not
; - conflantly ufed ,and" all forced to them » but beufed with an,
i indifferency; the diftempers of their own’ fouls contrated by
L fuch Cuftoms, isa fufficient argument to movea fober confi-
derate man, to defire that the Church may be delivered from.
fuch endangering cuftoms. They do but tell us that cuftom hath

made ceremonies become their very Religion ! And what a kind
of Religion is that ?
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Reafons againft the i kypoﬁng @f onr '[élt‘e

_ :@n;foverted Myfticall (eremontes,
-as( rofsing, Surplic’e,'&c. ¢ 16 3

T OW fa Ceremonie sarelawfull or un-
5‘;’\ (6 lawfullro thcuus;mgﬁéﬁfe‘ﬂf uffi-
7y ;

IR ' fed before : But fo cager are the minds
2 of mento be exalting themfelyes over
‘ " the whole world , and puting yoaks
‘on their Brethrens necks, eveninthe matters of God, and fet-
tingup their own wills to be the Idols and Law-givers ro all
others, that [ take it for the principal parc of my rask, to give
in my Reafons agaiaft this diltemper, and tocry ifit be poflible
“to take men off from Impofing or defiring , the ‘Tmpofition of
unnéceffary chings. I durlt not defire the Impofing of our
M, fticall Ceremonies, bac had rather they wereabelifhed , or
lefe indifferent, for thefe followings Reafons. =
" §.2.Reaf.1. Toimpofe new fymbolical Rites upon the Church
‘which Chrift hath not impofed doth feem to me to be an ufurpa-
‘tion of his Soveraign power.. It belongeth :q;hf[‘n‘f;o;be;‘: h
Law. giver of his Church.  No man bath Power o 'make him a
new worfhip, = Officers are but to fee his Laws qucuted.‘{_;’:
and to determific only of fuch circamftances, as ate needfull for
the wel exceatingth
FES Qoo 2 : . figos

i

ciently already:and therefore may omir
the fourteenth Propofition_as difcuf-

em. Tomakenew Symbols or infticuted .
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figasto teach and excite Devorion; is to make new bumane
Ordinances : whereas it belongs to us only to ufe well {uchas
he hath made : and to make no Laws buc fuch asare thus need-
full for the executing of his Laws. But ofall this I have more
largely fpokenalready. ‘
§. 3. Rea/. 2. The impofing of thefe Myftical Rites doth feem
to accafle Chrift of ignorance or negligence, in that he hach
not himfelf impofed them, when he bath taken upon him that
Royall office to which fuch Legiflstion doth belong. I1f Chrift
Ritesimpofed on the Churches, be could bet-

ter. havedone it himfelf, then bave left it to man.. For 1. Thefe
being not mutable circamftances, but the matter of flanding
Ldws, are equaily neceflary or unneceffaty to this sge of the
Church asto thatin which Chrift lived vpon earth , end to
thofe Countreys in which he converfedss tothefe. IfImages,
Crofling, fignificant garments, ¢#¢. beneedfull to be impofed
0 Exgland, why nat in Fudea, Galasia, C appadocia, Afia,&c:
And it they are needfuil now, why not then? No man cas give
arational canfe of difference, asto this neceflity. If therefore

Chrift did neither by himfelf nor by his Apoftles, ( who formed
the firll Churches, and delivered us his mind by the Spirit )

inflitate and impofe thefe Rites, then either the impofing of

them is needlefs, and confequently noxious : or elfe you mult fay
full parc of his Law and worfhip,

that Chrift hath omitted g need
whtch;!mph_es that he was eicher ignorant what to do,orycarelefs
and negle&xve of hisown affairs,which are not to be imagined.
AMofes lefe nothing out of the Law that he delivered, thac was
-‘gb? the ﬂand!bg matter of the Law: nor omitted he any thizg
- é{-{??d required in the inflituting of the Legal worfhip. But
alli;is Zvasrfaxthﬁﬂi tohim thet appoinred him as Mofes was in
ted h?“ ¢, Heb. 3. 2, 3. therefore certainly Chrift hath omit-
€d nothing that was ro be g ftanding Gofpel Law and Worfhip
nor done his work imperfeQly. :
‘o 8.4 Reaf 3. And asthis Impofition of Myfical Rites doth
Dl an accufation of Chrift, fo doth it imply an accufation
fhis Laws, and ofthe holy Scriptures, as 'if they were infuf-
Jictent.  For if it belong to Scripture fufficiency to be the full
Yevelation ofthe will of God concernng Ordinarices of worfh'p
and duties of univerfal or flated Neceflity, then muft we noc

ima gine
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imagine that any fuch are lefc out. If Scripture be GodsLaw,
it isa perfed law: And ific belongtoit asa Law toimpofe one
ftated Symbol, Ordinance, or macter of worfhip, then fo ic
- doth to impofe the reflt of the fame nature that are fit tobe-
- impofed.  If we will do more of the fame that: Scripture -

was given for todo, we accufe it, while we feem to amend
(1 ; 151 ¢ :

§.5. Reaf. 4. Andby this means we fhallbe brought toa
lofs for the Rule of our Religion. For ifonce-we leave the
holy Scriptures, we fhall not know where to fix. . If God
have not inftituted all the Ordinances of Worthip ( fuchas
-Sacramental, or Myftical Rites, ¢3¢, ) that are meet to be
ftatedly Impofed on the Churches,then weare uncertain who s
to bz the inftitutor ofthem. The Pope will claim it:and General
- Councils will claimit : and Provincial Councils , and particular

Bifheps will claim it : and Princes will claimit: and we fhall be
atalofs for our Religion. 32 B,
- $.6. Reafisss Butwhoever it be that will be the mafter of
our Religion they will certainly be men, and fo it will become
a humanething. Whereas Divine worthip fuppofeth a Di-
vine inftitution : and it is an & of obedience to God, and
therefore fuppofeth a Law of God : For without-a Divine Law
. there cannot be obedience to God. - botdis
 §.7. Reaf. 6. Thefe impofitions feem to be plain violations of
thofe ‘prohibitions of God , in which we dre forbidden to add.
to his worfhip, or diminifh fromit. As Deut.12.32. | What
thing foever Icommand you, obferve to do it : thou fhaltnoc
-add thereto, nor diminifh from it. | Obje&.Bat we ndq’;natbmg
tothe Word of God, thowgh we impafe [woh Myftical Rites as he
impofethnor. wAnfiv. The text doth not fay 7 kon fbalt not add
tomy Command | bur [ Theu [balt not addtethe thing that I .
command thee. | It is the Work, Worfhip, or Ordinances thae
youare forbidden to «dd e, or diminifb from,and not the Word
‘or Law it felf only. ‘ b
§.8. Reaf: 7.1t feemeth to beavery great height of Pride

that is manifefted in thefe impofitions. 1. Whenmen dare think

themfelves wife enough to amend the work of _Chrnﬁfan.d his
Apoftles, and wife enough to amend the holy Scriptures 1s not
this exceeding Pride ? How can man more arrogantly lift up

g ot Qo0 3 . him/elf,

oo ’ — i T e IS e
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: bim(eH, thenby pretending himfelfto be twifer then his Maker
and Redeemer ? Ts iv novbad  encugh to equalize your felves
with him.; unlefs you exale your felves above him ? If you do
not fo, what ‘mean you by coming afrer him to corre@ his
T.aws, or mend hiswork| and make: bectes laws and ordinances
for his Churchithen he him(Elf bach:dope? 2. And’I:think it is
no better then Pride for men fo far to exalt themfelves above
the Chirilyof God, astoinftitute new figns and ordinances, and -
{8y, [l compand you all to worfbip God according tothefe roy infhi-
tations! andiinvestions s and he that will net thas Wor/bip hims,
“allnorhave liberty toworfhip bim at all, nor-to live in the Com-
“munion'of Chriftians.] Whac’s Prideand arrogancy, if this be
AOBH NiS1100 1MBIW nad1 2odyagdD) adi fo s ’

~ §.9. Reaf.8. Noneknoweth the mind of God concerning
his worfhip, bucby his own Revelation : If therefore he have
ot Revealed it toman, that he would be ferved by fuch ‘myftical
Rites, and Ceremonies, then no man canknow that it will pleafe
“him e And if icPleafe hitn nocyjinwiltbe loft tabour and worfe :
and we may expe& o hear, [ whoveguireth this ar yorir hands 7]
How do youknow thatir pleafeth bim to be ferved-by ‘Images,
Exorcifms; Croflings, and ‘many pompous Ceremonies ?- He
‘haih-nowlicre: told youfo. - And your willis no proof of the
1 2 _will of God. b0 01 sonsihedo snnss a1stl
- ' 80105 Reaf:5. :God would niot have taken down the Legsl
‘Ceremonies and delivered us from themas a burden; and ‘com-
smanded.us o ftand fafk in the Liberty wich which Chrift hath
mgdcm_ free,and not-again ro. be entangled with the yoak of
| gh@ndagg.-Gul. 5+1. ‘ifhe would haye given men leavero have inr-
: - “pofed elie like burdenfome obfervances at ' their pleafare.  If

: e fﬂy‘ thavchefe prefent Ceremonies are not burdenfome;,

Taske; why then were- thofe of Gods inftitution burdenfome ?
, “Fhac yoak was feeighe and burden heavy ; and Chrift hath
¢ - “calledustocake upon ushis yoak that is eafy,and his burden that
s light. March. 11.28, Te was not only the threatnings corjun&
“agaii it che difobedient, that made the Jewifth Ceremonies to be
Aaburden, which théy were not able-to’ béar, A 15-nor yet

tcauie they were but Types (for to be Ty pesof Chrift; was
the rhrgh;ﬁ honour : ) But alfo becaufe they were numerous,
"d required labour and time, and were unoeccflary (when
Chriftwas come) andfoagsinft the literty of the Church, as

it ot
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Col. 2, 16. ¢c. Andisit alikely thing that. God would take
down hisown inlticutions when they became unneceflary, and
at the fame time give commiffion to the Paftors of the Church
to fet up unncceflary Ce emonies of 'their’ own » Yea or
give them leave to do it, wichout his commiffion ? Ific be fuch:
a mercy to be delivered from Divine Ceremonies, when they
grew needlefs, and adiberty whichwe are commanded to ftind’
faltin, 1 know notwhy men fhould impofe 6n us noneceffury’
Ceremonies of theirown, ard rob us of our Mercies. e

§. 11. Reaf. 10. The impofition of unnecefliry Ceremo-
nies, is a certain means for the D.vifion of Chriltians, and.
therefore is butan engine of the Devill, the greac divider.  As
the Papifls fer upa Vicechrift and falfe Ceater of union, under
pretence of the unity of Chriftians, when nothing is fo great
acaule of their divifion; fo ufually the Impofers ‘of Ceremo-
nies pretend the Unity and Peace of Chriftiansto be their end,
when they are molt effeGually dividing them.. They are pre-

fezngg,;!:ﬁnnl; i e.,hm.c%ﬁr inio-the thatch.. = There is:
no more effe®ual means of vﬁg?}wf%"iﬁ’éﬁ to fecup impofiible

‘terms of unity, and tell men, that they muft Agree upon thefe:

or none. All Chriftians will usite in. Chrift, and Agree in-ali
the effentials of Chriftianity, and all thar is the known word!
of God : But no wife man will exped thar all; Chriftians.
fhould ever Uaite and - Agree: about the Myfical figas and
Ceremonies of mans invention and impofition.. -Come to a.
Congregation that walkein unity and holy order in the fim-
plicity of faith and Scripture ordinances, and make Laws to-
this Church, that no man fhall joyne in the worfhip of God:;
that will not Crofs bimfelf, and be fprinkled.with holy water,.
and bow-toward the Altar; and wear a {word and- helmet, to
fignifie the fpiricual warfare; and fuch like, and try whether-
this courfe will npt-;diyid:-,the;cong:ega-tion-, ‘Men are liker:

‘toagree in few things then in -many; in Gertain truths, then:

in uncertain Comtroverfies 5 inDigine ordinances, then in Hu»
mane inventions.. -Uadoubtedly if you impofe fuch Ceremonics,:
multitudes of honeft Chriftians, will diffent. And if they dxf-~
fent, what will you do with them 2 If you leave them to their-
liberty, then your -Ceremonies are not impofed. If you do-
not, you. will drive them to a feparation; and - break ail in:
A picces;
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‘ pieces by your violence , and exafperation of mens minds. - i

'» §. 12, Reaf.t1.” And by this means you will be led, and i

. alfolead ochers into the haynous guilt of perfecuting the mem. :

;  bersof Chrift; - For when you have made Laws for your Cere-

;, monies, you willexpe& obedience, and take all for febifmaticks

ordifobedient that refufe them ; and its like your laws will:b

. backt with penalties; you will not be content. to have the

- liberty of ufing thefe Ceremonies themfelves, and to leave all

other to their hiberties.  We hear (and formerly heard it more)

‘, how impatient almoft all of this way are of diverfity 1o C];T

‘; cumftances and Ceremonies. They take it to be mtokga e

b _confufion to have diverfity in thefe things : what fay they?

fhallone ufe one gefture, and another ufe another ? what (Eonfu-

fion will this be ? or if a few ofthe wifer fort have more wit, yet

cuftome will bring the multitude to this pafs. We fee now, they

will not endure to joyn with thofe that fit at the Lords Supper,

though they may kneel themfelves, If they fee but two or three

fhopsina Town open on Chriftmas day, they throw {tonesat

them and break their windows, where chey dare, and ate ready

to rife up againtt fuch as enemiesin war. Befides you will rake

it as a contempt of your Laws, if men do not conform to them :

. And if you ufe the Ceremonies, and others difufe them, you

i will thiok they cenfure your praice by their forbearance.

k- And its like: they will be forced to give fome reafons of theit

forbearance : And thofe Reafons muft needs be againft your

way, and confequently feemto difparage yon, fo that I may take

it for granted, that thofe that would have Ceremoni:s,.woul_d

ave them forced on the Church, and fo would raife a perfecuti-
On to maintain them, e P

i §. 3. And then this perfecation whien its once begun, its ne-

ver like to flay till it reach to the height of Crucley. For

I. When you have begun, you will think that you are engaged

in honour to carry it on, and not to fffer every poor man of

woman to difoby you, and difparage your wifdom. 2. And

: if you lay but a gentle penalty on diffenters, it will do no good

| ‘on them "( but perhaps excite them to'the more oppofition. )

i When Confcience is engaged againft you, it isnot froall mulcs

‘ - Por imprifonment neither that will ajter the judgements OF

L the waies of fuch, Andthercfore you muft either proceed to

= .

blood:
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‘blood orbanifhment, or you mifs your. ends, and will but be
- oppofed with.greater animofiry. yHai Saaie, -

_+§s 14.: Reaf. 12.- And then this will raife an odinm uponl your
Government, and make men ‘Jook npon-yon as tyrants: For

naturally men pitty the fuffering party, efpecially when it is

for the canfe of God, or Profeffion of more then ordinary
exa&nefsin the obeying of Gods commands: And then mens
minds wili by ‘this be tempted to difloyal jealoufies, and cen-
fures; if not to the oppofition of the Rulers.’ M sibognn

§: 15. Reaf. 13. And it were an evil which your Ceremo-
sies will never countervail, if it were but the ancharitablenefs
that will certainly beraifed by them. . When you will perfecute

men}andforce them againft their Confciences in fuch indiffe- -

rent;elings - as .you: call thém ) .you will hoccafion them to

judge you perfecutors, and cruel, and then they will cenfure

you as ungodly, yea as -enemies to the Church : “And then
you will cenfure them' for {chifmatiéal, and felf- conceited, and

ey difobedient.people... And. fo Chriftian love, and
the-offices of love will beextinguithed, and you will be mutu-
ally.engagedin a daily courfe’of hainous fisl}idday b ) sida

§.16. Reaf. 14 And it will be the’ worfe, inthat your perfé“

cation will oft fall on the moft corifciencious perfons.: Hypocrites
and temporizers dare doany thing ; and therefore will follow
the ftronger fide, and obey him for their worldly ends. ‘Bue
the uprighe Chriftian dare'not do thar which is difpleafing to
God, for a world: He is the man that will be imprifoned, or
banifhed, or racke, or flain, rather then he will go agaioft his
Confcience.. -And is:it not a horrid thing to'make fuch Laws,
that che moft confcionable arelikeft ro fall under, and to perifhi
by? May it not make you tremble, €0 read that God himfelf
doth call fach his Jewels (Aal. 3+ 16, 17.) and faith, be that
toucheth them, toucheth the apple of bis €ye, and thar it were

better for him be calt into the depth of the fea with a Milltone

about his neck,tha;;oﬁendeth one of thefelittle ones? -~ Away
with the Ceremonies that are unpeceflury, and yethave fuch
¢ ff2&s, and bring you into fuch daoger. - i3 st
"§.17. Reaf- 15+ And thenamore grievous evill will follow
the Ceremony will devour the fubftance ; and fhur out the

preachers, and confequently the word and worfhip of the Lord.
e _ Ppp For
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For you will never give men Liberty to forbear them. An

" when godly Minifters will not be conformable to your will,
you muft filence them, lelt they draw the. people from you.
And fo the ignorant muft be left in their ignorance, and the
prophanein their prophanefs, and the godly in their forrows
for waat of their faithful Teachers, and the ordinances of
grace. « :

§.18. Reaf. 16.; And then itwill follow, thatignorant, idle;
ungodly Minifters.mult be taken in to fupplytheir rooms :-For
if the beft difobey you, you will think yout felves neceflitated to
takefuch as will obey yon. And fo God fhall be difhonoured,
his word and work abufed, his people grieved, his enemies encou-
raged, the wicked hardened, and the unworthy ‘Minifters them-
felves undone and deftroyed:; ‘and all for afew: noneceffiry ce
remonies of your vain invention. '

- §.79. Reaf. 17. And now it were more unexcufable then
ever before, to Impofe fuch unneceflary burdens on the Char=
ches, whenwe have fo lately feer: and felt the (ad and miferable
effets of fuch impofitions. ~ We arefcarce outof the fire, that
this ftraw and rubbith kindled in this land. We are the men
that have feen the Churcties divided by them, and thé preachers
caft out for them, and perfecutionoccafioned by them, and the
Nation hereupon corrupted with uncharitablenefs; the Bifhops
again(t the people; and the people againft the Bifhops § and war
and mifery hencearifing. And yer fhall we returnto the occafi-
:!?i ogf gur mifery, and that while we confefs it to be a needlels
n : ,
§-20. Reaf 18, Yea this courfe is like to kindle and maintain

Dtﬁﬁom berween the Charches of fewveral Nations, 85 well as
among thofe tha areunder the fame government. ' For either
you will have allthe Chriftian world to join with you in your
Myftical and unneceffary Ceremonies, or not : All cannot be
expedted to join with you : For 1. The world will never
#grecin fuch humane unneceflary things. 2. There is no uni-
verfal governor to Impofe one Law of Ceremonies on all the
Churches,  Chrift only is the univerfal King and Head : and he
hath done bis pare already. If you will have more univerfal
Laws, you muft firft have another univerfal King or Head.
And thereis none fuch, Only the Pope and a General Coancg

: . preten



. _ﬂ (475 )

pretend to it ; and they are both deceived (inthis) and wonid
deceive us.  They are none of our Lords, as I have elfewhere
ed. But if you expe® not univerfal Concord in your
Myftical ignsand Ceremonies; then 1. Why fhould you caft
ouc your Preachers and brethren, for thofe things which other
Nationsmay be fo well withont : and hold communion with
forreigners that avoid them, and deny Communion to neighbors
- s good, that are of the fame mind? And 2. This will make
forreign Churches and you to grudge at ther, and the
diverfity will caufe difaffe@ion : efpecially wh®¥ou perfecuce
your members for the caufe thats theirs. We find now by experi-
ence, that the Images, Exorcifm, Croffing, ¢c. of the Lutherans
dothexceedingly hinder their Peace with other Churches, while
others cenfure them as fuperflitions ; and they by cultome are
- grown fo highly to value their own Ceremonies, as to cenfure

and difdain thofe that are not of their mind.
§.21. Reaf.19. Iteafily breedethand cherifheth ignorance

and formality inthe people. You cannot keep them from pla- -
cing their &mﬁ%tm:" i’rjtP r&ﬁ*&:ﬁ.ae‘c'eiv‘;m e

theirfouls by fuch a Pharifaical Religioufnefs, in' wathings and
obfervances : And fo in vain will they worthip God, while their

worfhipisbut a Conformity to the do&rines, traditions, and

inventionsof men. AZat. 15.
- §.22. Reaf. z0. To preventthefe evils (and yet in vain )
your Rites and Signs muft bring New do&rines, and new la.
bours- into the Church, which will exceedingly binder the
do@rine and work of Chrift. The Minifters muft teach the
people the meaning and ule of all thefe Ceremonies (or clfe they
will be dumb figas, eontrary to your intent, and the ufe of them
wilkbe vain) And if we'muft fpend our time in opening to our
le the meaning of every ceremony that you will impofe :
1. It willbe butan unfavoury kind of preaching, 2. It will
divert them and us from greaterand more needfulthings. Yea
we muft teachthem, with what Cautions, in what manser,to
what exds,@c. toufe all thele Ceremonies ; or elfe they will
tarnithem all'to finr § if not't6 Popifh, yea to heathenith. forma-
lities.  And alas, how much ado have we to get our peop'e to
underftand the Creed, and the Kernelof the Golpel, the ¢{fen-
tials.of Chriftianity, and the two Sacraments of Chrifls irftita-
~ Ppp2 : tion,
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tion,and fome fhort Catechifm that containeth thefe? And when
we have done our beﬂ*i-n\g;xblick and in private, we leave many
of them ignorant what thele two:Sacraments are; yea or who
Chrilt himfelf 1s.. And mult we pucthem. to fo much more la-
bour , astolearn:a Rationale or expofition of all the Ceremo=
nies, boly dayes, ¢c 2. We (hall but overwhelm them,or divers
them from the Effentials., :

~And here you may fee the unhappy iffue of humane wifdom
and falfe meag is to .be teachers of the ignorantthat men
pretend cthef ,Images and Ceremonies to be ufefull. ~ And
yet they arethe caufes of ignorance, and keep men from ne-
ceflary, knowledge. If you doubt of this, do but openyour
eyes, and make ule of experience :. See! whether ‘among the
common people themoft Ceremonious are not' commonly-the
moftignorant ? yeaand the moft ungodly too? It is atruth
fo notorious , that it cannot be denyed. Who moreignorant of

the Sacraments, then they that rail at them that fitin the ac of
receiving ? Who more ignorant of the do&rine of the Gofpel 2

‘who more obftinate enemies of a holy life, -~ more worldly;

felf-conceited , licentions; prophane, defpifers of their faith-
full, Teachers , thenthe moft zealous perfons for allchefe Ce-
remonies? : ;

§.23%. Reaf. 21. Moreover thefe new Lawsand fervices.in-
eroduce alfo a new.officeinto the Church,  There muft be fome
of ‘pretended Power. to impofc all:thefe Ceremonies; and fee
them-exectited : or elfe allis vain, . And no fuch- office hath
Chrift appointed. Becaufe men thought it neccflary that all
the Chriftian world fhould have but one way and Orderin the
Ceremonious worfhip which®was commonly approved,: tbere-
fore thay thought there wasa Neceffity of one Head to main-
tain this unity of order : and fo came up the Pope, (stoone
caufe.) And fo ina Nation, we, muft have fomeone or more
Maftersof Ceremonies, when Ceremonies are kept: a foot. And
fo whereas Chrift hath placed officers in his-Church toteach
8nd guide them,and adminilter his.own Ordinances, we muft
hﬂe another fort of officers, to make Laws. for Myftical figns
and Ceremonies, and fee them cxecuted, and punifh the neg-
ka‘t",?nfl teach the people the meaningand the ufe of them:
E}*be Primitive Biftops had other kind of work ; we find directis

ons.
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he Charch containingthe works of their
Titms, . ) But weno where find. thag
this is made any parr of their- work, to.make new Teaching
figns and Ceremonies,and impofe them onthe Church,ner have
they any diredions for (acha work : which furely they much
needed, if it had been their work indeed. ;

§. 24. Reaf. 22: When we once begin to letin humane Mys
ftical Rites, we fhall sever kpow where to flop,or make an end,
On the fame ground that one Age inventeth three or four,the
next think they may add as many , and fo itwill grow to be a
point of devotion , to add a new Ceremony (as at Rome it
h,_a_%dpn,e.); till we have more then we well know whatto do
with.. e e R e T R S
_.§. 25, Reaf.23. And:the miferable plight that the Chriftian
world hath lainin many ages by Ceremonies, may warn Us to
bewife. . Anguftine complaineth thatin ‘his time the Church
was burdened with them, and made like the Jewifh Synagogue.

~ onsto: the Paftors, oft
office ( asto Timothy,
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deeply 30 faeremo us formalic:
rant fhews: - The Churche »
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andCeremoiies:fo that millions of the poor blind people worfhip
they know not whew not bow-, . 4 nd if we abate only of the.
number, a0d keep up fome of the fame kind, :.'{,ié’&sc'n Sj{x{'bé[i-f
call Rites;of mans inftication, to teach us,and excice our devo-
tion ) :we {hall harden them in their way, ard be difabled from
confuting them. For a Papift will challenge you to prove juft
how many: (uch figos are lawfull: And why he may not ufe
threefcore as well as you ufe:t ree, wheg he faich he s edified.
By his numberas you {ay you are withkyours: SR
 §.26, Reaf. 24. It is'poé}in'coxi.ld‘er'éble' that God hath
purpolely eftablifheda {piritual kind of worfhip in ‘the Gofpel ,
celling ns. that God s a Spirit,and will be worfhipped in fpirit
- andintruth, ;. Such; worfhippers doth. Godrequire and accept ;.
Bodily. exercife. mﬁ%%‘%‘ “The kingdom of God is not,
in meatsor. in drioks,, buf. 1 Righteoufi s, and Peace,and Joy.
in the Holy Ghoft : . Neither Circamcifion ' 1
in Chrift Jefus, nor ‘uncircumcifion , buot a new creature, and
faith that workesh by Love,  God. would never haye fo_much.

esin Afiaand Africaare drowned t00 -

of Romeis worfe then they; baving .

ifion availeth any thing
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