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C H A P . X I . 

P r o p , i r . T h e Commands of L a w f u t i 

governors about Lavpfull'Ceremonies,, 

m u f l be under flood and obeyed Wth 

fucb exceptions as do Jecure the 

End • and not to the fuhvertmg 

of i t . 

§• i - . f ^ ^ f v U H E proof of this is obvious.Thefe humane 
Ceremonies are appointed but as means 
to a further end. But that which wou* 
crofs and overthrow the end doth ceale 
to be aMeani- and cannot be wled/** 
ration* medii. . , h t 

§. 2. Order, and Decency are the pretended ends oi tn* 
Impofed Ceremonies, and the right worfhiping of God, an ^ 
the good of mens fouls are faid to be the greater and-remoter 
enci*,aaidriie glory of Go4 the ultimate end. I f then! have 
good aflursncechatl cannot ufefuch or fuch a ceremony buuc 
will prove the fubverfion of Order, or Edification, (though it 
Ihould be by accident, through the infirmity of men,; I Know 
no reafon I have to ufe them,when fuch a mifchief would ro ow, 
wnleu they can (hew rac (oroe greater good.that alfo will tollow,. 
which may recompence it. 

«. u Therefore the commanding of unneceffaryceremomes, 
on fuch Penalty, as was done in EngUnd, and SntUna,™^ 
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thefilencing of the Preachers, and diffipatingof the flocks, and 
carting out that wor(hip, or hindring that Edification that was 
pretended to be their end, was prepofterous both in the com
manders and obey ers; and proved not convenient means to the 
ends pretended. 

$.4. I f I be enjoyned by the Magiflratcsf whom I mention as 
of more undoubted authority then onr Biftiops,) toreadfuch 
and fuch chapters,and preach on fuch and fuch texts through the 
yea^I am in reafon to'interpret their commands with this exce
ption [when it doth not apparently crofs the main cnd.~^ So that if 
in my courfe I fhould be commanded to read and preach of an 
aliene fubjeA, when my hearers are running into fchifm, fedi-
tion, herefie, &c,"l will fuppofe that i f the Magiftrate were 
prefent, he w ould allow me to read or preach according to the 
matter of prcfene neceilky. And i f I were commanded to read 
the Common prayer in a Surplice and other formalities, I hope 
i f the Church were all in an uproar, and the ftools flying about 
ray ears, as the women at Edinburgh ufed the Bif l iop, - I might 
think it would not tend in that Congregation to order or Edifica
tion, to ufe fuch Ceremonies. Were they things of Gods inftitu-
tion, they would not edirle the people till they were prepared 
to receive them and therefore that preparation (hould go 
firf t . 

$• 5- Indeed it is the Paftors office to be the guide of his 
flock in the worrtiip of God, and therefore to judge fro re nata9 

what fabjed to fpeak on to them, and what circumftances to 
choofe, that may be moft fuitable to tiroe,and place,and perfoni, 
to promote his end?, even the good of fouls: And therefore no 
Magiftrates (hould take the work or power of Paftors from 
them j though they may overfee them in the ufe of i t . 

N n n a C H A P , 
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C H A P . X I L 

P r o p . n . J * W 4 j ^ 'v&e? fin f u l l to 

command fome ceremonies, when yet 

it may be the fubjeBs'Duty to ufe. them 

when they are commanded. 

> - i . Add this Propofition as necetfary both 
i ® 3 rSS* f<>r Rulers and for Subjects: For Rulers; 

that they raay not think that all may be 
lawfully Commanded which may be law* 

- fully done when it is commanded. And for 
fubjeds; left they thick that all things are unlawful] to be done, 
whichare finfully commanded. 

.$.2. Some Governors think, that the Sermons and Argu
ments that charge the people with fin for difobeying t n « m > ° ° a 

juftifie them for making the Laws,, which others Should obey: 
And all the words that are fpent in aggravating the fin of tne 
difobedient, they think are fpoken in juftification of their 
commands. And on the contrary, many people think that all 
thatisfaidagainftthelawsor penalties, is faid in Juftiftcacion 
of their difobedience. And they are fo lamentably weak thaa 
they cannot difcern, bow that can lawfully beobeyed,thatis lw 
fully commanded ; when yet the cafe is very plain. 

§ . 3. Ifathingbe fimply unlawfull, as being forbidden by 
God himfelf, there no command of man can ©akeitlawtpji. 
But if it be but inconvenient or evil only by fome accident or cir-
cumftanee, it is pofiible for the commands of Governors to taKe-
off the accidental evil, and make it become a duty. For cxampie. 
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It is net lawfullforme to travail one mile in vain: nor is it law-
full for a Princeto command roe to travail a mile in vain i And 
yet i f he fend me fuch a command, to appear before him at fuch 
a place, ( yea though it he many miles) it may become my du
ty to obey him, Orherwifc fubjedis (hould not be bound to 
appear before any judicature, till they, were fatisfied of the 
caufe, which is abfurd. I a Prince command his officers to exe
cute fome unjuft fentenccs, i f they know it not , at Iealt, i t 
may be no fin of theirs, ( in many cafes ) though it be his. 
Every war that is unlawfully undertaken by the P/ince, is not 
unlawfull in all his Souldicrs: Some of them that have not op
portunity to know the evil of his undertaking; may be bound to 
obey C the cafe of others I determine not. ) 

§.4. So i f a Pajlor call the AiTembly at an inconvenient 
hour,. or to an inconvenient place,though it be his fin to do fo , 
yet is it their Duty to obey. I f in the manner of Prayer he 
( tolerably ) mifcarry, thev may not therefore refufcto join 

w i t h

L

h i ^ ; , * U °dzw? Tranflations of Scripture.or two verfions 
of the Pfalmf, he uie the worfer, ( fo ic be tolerable) they mull 
obey. 

$.5. Yet i f the mi ferriage be fo great in the ordering even of 
thefe circumftances, or in the Manner of Duties, as (hall over
throw the Duty it felf, and be incon/Iftent with the ends, or 
bring greater evils upon the Church , ,then our refufing to 
ob?y the Pallors ( in thofe cafes) can do; then ( as I have 
before (hewed ) we are not bound to follow him in fuch a cafe *. 
But 01 her wife we are. 

§.6. The Reafons of this are obvious and clear. Even be-
caufe it is the office-$f the G jvernours to determine of fuch 
Circumftances: I t is the Pajlors office to guide and overfee.the 
flock. And fo the determining of Time and Place of worfhip , 
( thats undetermined ) belongeth to his office : and the choice 
of the fubjs&on which he (hall preach , the leading them in 
prayer,and praife, and choice of verfions, tranflations, and 
other ordinary helps in bis work. And therefore when he de-
termtneth thefe, he is but in his own way, and doth but his own 
workj. and therefore he is therein the judge, i f the cafe be con-, 
trovertible. I f none (hall obey a Magiftrate or. Paftor in the 
works of their own office, as long as they think he did them not 

N 'nn 3. the 
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thebePi way, all Government then would be prefently over
thrown, and obedience denyed.We are fure that God bath com
manded us to obey th:m that arc over us in the Lord, ( i The/. 
5 - i 2 . Heb. 13. 7 J I 7 J ^ C t ) therefore a Certain duty 
may not ba foi born upon uncerrain conjectures, or upon every 
mifcarriage in tbenrKtbatwe owe it to. This would unchurch 
a1! Churches (as they are Political Societies ; For i f Paftors 
betaken down, and the work of Pafton, the Church is taken 
*iown .• And i f Government and obedience be taken down, 1 hen 
Pallors and their work is taken down ; Which will be the fruit of 
this diforder. 

$.7. And the things in which the Paftor is now fuppofed to 
*rr , are not of themfelves unlawful! • but only by fuch an acci
dent, as being over-weighed by another accident, (hall ceafe to 
raake them unlawfull. For inftance: I f the Paftor appoint a 
roore imperfect verfion of the Pfalms to be fung in the Church 

f $ lSf t o S ? m o n l y done in EngUni,) the obeying of him in the 
oie or this, m\\not bring lo much hurt to the Church as the 
oiiODeymg on that account would do : For befides the fin of 
Qiiobcdience it felf, the Church would be in a confufion, i f they 
roriakehis conduft that preferves the union; and fomc will be 
H V V ^ K ' a n d f £ m e f o r t h a t » a n d Totheworfliip it fclfwill be 
c o r r \ t l ° W t ] ' B u t i f ^ e Paftor would command a verfion fo 
non r £ r / S W 0 U , d o v c " h r o w the duty it felf,or be as bad as 
^ " " P r 0 ^ 8 1 1 " ^ ^ ^ Church is then to feek redrefs, and 
to iemki y / ' S o l f fae C O Inmand a Time inconvenient, but 

C / 8 K t 0 ^ e e C a C f u n r i f i « g o r fun fetcing ) it were 

as I M V M m , K . . \ " u , u i ; u t u u c y I except in men neccuuy, 
«r non^J cbc AIQC J fpoke before of other 

the f £ * ? C O t l ! C v C } d t > i fMagiflrates or Paftors foall think 
lhlm r P ° f m o n I a w f u I ] » becaufe the people may lawfully obey 
w a r C " m u c h rai^ken.Even many of thofeDivines that 

f ? ^ , ^ t o t h e , a t c Ceremonies, did take it to be 
™;V)of c n o f e t 0 « irapofed them, as they were impofed, and 

^ k * T e 7 , r i t C e n a s r a u c h a 8 a i n f t d»« Impofit ion, i f they 
naa DU„ had nberty ; i ra-aa fach w r i u n u Mr. Sprint, 

Mr. 
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Mr P4th^tDr.fob»rB^£efs (who told the King of Potto's 
claims that were broken by C</*r,that no more anger and dan -
o«r of mens lives (hould follow ; and would have bad him To 
to have ufed our Ceremonies.) So Ztnchj that judged the 
Ceremonies fuch as might lawfully be ufed, did write to the 
Queen to take them down, and not leave them as fnares to caft 
out theMinifters, and at the fame time he wrote to the M . n ^ 
fterstoufe them , in cafe the Queen would not be pcrfwaded. 
toforbeartheimpofingandurgingofthem.. 

V Ibcbourdtoobey aGovernour i f he fet meropjcfc: 
ftraws or to hunt a feather, it followed not that he may | a w -
f ii immlnd if I have heard many pleading for Ccrei. or.ics 
^ y S ^ M a g i f t r a t e command/them and would not 
otberwife permit them to preach the Gofpel, they womd preach 
Tn a fools Coat, and a fools Cap with a feather, rather then for-
" r B u t i do not think that any of them would jaftifie 

fhat Ruler that would make fucha Law,that no man (hould 
nreach or celebrate theStcfameots.but in a fools Coat and C a P : 
f j S mightespe<3 to be judged by Chnft , . . . the fcorncrsof 
himand his Ordinances, 

C H A B -
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P r o p . 1 3 . The Qonjlant u f e of things 

i n d i f f e r e n t f h o u l d not he {ordinarily ) 

commanded • but they fhould be fome^ 

times u f e d y and fometimes d i f u j e d . 

$• l - ma^ymm^ W I L L fay but little of this, becaufe 
I have opened it before in the Difpura
tion about Liturgies. The Reafons 
of it are plain, i . Indifferent things 
Ihould be ufed as indifferent things,and 
therefore with fome indifferency. 

$.2. And 2. The people elfe will be 
brought to think them Neceflary,if they be conftantlv ufed, and 
cultome will grow to a Law t And no contradicting this by 
doctrine will ferve turn to re&ifle the roiftake: For we cannot 
be alway nor oft preaching on fuch things: And i f we were, 
yer prafttce is much more obferved by them then doctrine; 
which commonly they underftand not, or forget. 

And 3. Hereupon their minds will receive a falfe impref-
fion about the nature of their Religion, and they will be brought 
to worfhip they know not how, and to feta high value on that 
whtchts not to be valued ; and confequently it will kindle a 
fa fezeal in their affections, and corrupt all their devotions. 

§. 4 . And 4. I t will make them difobedient againfl Magiftrates 
or Paftors ttue would take them off from their falfe appreben-
fions, and mifguided practices : and i f they live in a place 

where 



where the Governours are againft their cuftoms, they willdifo-
bey them on pretence of duty toGod,and think that they do him 
fervice in \t. . 

$ 5 Yea 5. They will be uncharitably cenfonous again!* 
their Brethren that are not of their mind, and look on them as 
menth.tare felf-conceited or irreligious, as .thePaputs do by 
all that do no entertain every opinion which they. anonmerate 
with the A-tic'es of their faith, and every pradice which they 

^ f * £ l T J i % b v fad experience among our felves.1 

Theimpofersofour Ceremonies and the mA 
did ftill profefs that they were no parts, but Accident! Ot 
worfhp and they pleaded for them but as thmgstnd;fferen(\ 
And\ec now the Magiftrste, and thjir lawful! acknowledged 
Paftors, would bring the people in fome of thefe Ceremonies 
to ch in^e their cuftoms; they will not do i t , in many places, but 
mike confciencc ( as they profefs) of Gcftures.and forms and 
Dives and fuch like, as if they had been of Divine Institution. 
I f they be things Indifferent, why may not they difufe an Holy 
day one year as they ufe it another or difufe a form of Prayer 
one day, as they ufe it another, or rccieve the Lords Supper one 
time f i t t ing , as they do another time kneeling? But this they 
will not endure to yield to:fo that you fee that conftant uninter
rupted ufe , hath madecuftome a U w with them , and given 
the Lie to the Do&rine of the Bifhops themfelves, that called 
them but indifferent things; and caufed the people to place Gods 
wor(hipin them. , . , r r c 

$. 7. And on the other fide a conftant purpofed difufe ot 
convenient Modes and Circumftances of worfhip, may draw 
people to think them things unlawfull, and to rife up againit 
them as innovations, and ftrange things, when they are i f f l -
pofed. 

$. 8. Yet here we rauft diftinguifh of ind fferent things. 
Some are fo convenient, that we cannot frequently vary, but 
with great inconveniency and wrong to the Church ( a* a due 
hour for Affembling, and a convenient pl2ce,and the beftTrah-
flations, and verfions of the Pfalms, the fitteft llcenftls for 
worfhip, &c. ) In all thefe cafes it were glddinefs to vary fre
quently and without need; andyetworfe to tie men up from 

O o o | j varying 



varying when they find need. Other things are of ordinary, 
inconvenience, which therefore ordinarily fhould be difufed: 
though in fome cafes of necefficy they mud be allowed. Other, 
things depend upon the will of men, and there is no great dif
ference in point of convenience between the ufme anddifufing 
them, but what the will ofman dotb caufe: (as in our veftures, 
our geftures in fome of the Ordinances, as in hearing, fing-
ing Pialms, and m abundance of Ceremonies or Circumftances, 
m Z ^ y T h e f C 3 r e t h C y t h a C l f ^ ^ 0 ^ he ufed, but 

$. 9. As for them that cry out of Confufion and Sacriledge, 
and irrehgioufnefs, and I know not what, i f Ceremonies be not 
conftantly ufed,and all forced to them , but be ufed with an, 

' 7 ^ 5 thediftempers of their own fouls contracted by 
i L . r l m* I S / / u f f i ? C l « argument to move a fober confi-
f»rh ? ' '? d e f i ? t h a t t h e C h u r c h m a y be delivered from 
m«L C n g e r i r , g ^ a f t o m s - T h e y do but tell us that cuftom hath 

W s ^ ^ t h e i r v e r y R d i s i o n ! A n d w h a t a k i n d 
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%eafons againft the Impofing o f o u r late 

Controverted ^ T v f y j t i c a l l Qeremonies? 

as Crofsing, Surplice, S e c . 

§• i - hr&@l£frAff!38Sis£ O W far Ceremonies are lawful! or un
law full co the ufersj have fhewed fuf f i -
ciently alrcady.and therefore may omit 
the fourteenth Propofition as difcuf-
fed before : But fo eager are the minds 
of men to be exalting themfelves over 
the whole world , and puting yoaks 

on their Brethrens necks, even in the matters of God, and fet-
tin^up their own will* to be the Idols and Law-givers to all 
others, that I take it for the principal part of my task, to give 
in my Reafonsagainftthisdiftemper, and to try if it bepoffible 
to take men off from Impofingor defiring , the Irnpofition of 
unnecelTary things. I durft not defire the Impofing of our 
Myfticall Ceremonies, but had rather they wereabohfhed, or 
left indifferent, for thefe followings Reafons. 

Ll.Retf.i. To impofe new fymbolical Rites upon the Church 
which t h r i f t hath not impofed,doth feem to me to be an ufurpa-
tion of his Soveraign power. I t belongeth to him.to.be the 
I aw giver of his Church. No man hath Power to make him a 
new worfhip. Officers are but to fee his Laws executedI .: 
and to determine only of fuch circumftances, « are needfull for 
the "well executing them. To make new Symbols or inftituted 

O 0 0 2 " g n s 
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fignsto teach and excite Devorion, is to make new humane 
©romances: whereas it belongs to us only to ufe well fuch as 
he hath made: and to make no Laws but fuch as are thus need-
ful l for the executing of his Laws. Butofal l this I have more 
largely fpoken already. 

§. 3- Reaf. 2. Theimpofing ofthefe Myftical Rites doth feem 
to accufe Chrift of ignorance or negligence, in ihat he hath 
not hirnfelfiropofed them, when he hath taken upon him that 
Koyall office to ^hich fuch Legiflation doth belong. Jf Chnft 
would have fuch Rites iropofed on the Churches, he could bet
ter have done it himfelf, then have left it to man. Fcri .Thefe 
being not mutable circumftances, but the matter of Handing 
Laws,arc equally neceffary or unneceffary to this egeofthe 
^nurch as to that in which Chrift lived upon earth, and to 
thole Countreys in which he converfed as to thefc. I f Image?, 
f o i l i n g , figoificintgarments, t ^ f . benecdfull to be impofed 

u ' W h y n 0 t i n GaUtia, Cappadocia, Jfia.&c-
^na ittneyarcneedfuilnow, why not then ? No man can rive 
rh r i i f tFJ u°* d i f e e r ' c c > astothisneceiDty. I f therefore 
tL t l r h n C l l'T h y h , i m / e l f n o r hy b i s Apoftles, ( who formed 
m ^ h t $ a

 r

a n < l d e ! i v c r e d u s b i s ™ n d ^ the Spirit ) 
them" n S t ? B p 0 ? t h e / C R i t e s > t b e n ^ ^ impofing of 
thaTch^ft u f * n d . C 0 n ^quencly noxious: or clfe you muft fay 
which ! , a t \ ° T e d 8 n e e d f u ] ] P a r t <>f b i $ ^ a w ^nd worfhip, 
and necTeft We of J i ? e W * S e i ' h e r W o r * R t w b a t t 0 <*<Wareleft 
Mris Ipftnnrh- ° W n a f f a i » , w h i c h are not to be imagined. 

^ nor omitted heanythiig 
Chrift w a s S f i t | , e i n f i , t u t i n g o f t b e Legal worfhip. But 
allhishoufe r V 7 t o b i m appoinredbim as Mo fit was in 
ted norhino Jhar w.?' \ S ' t b e r e

J

f o r e certainly Chrift hath omit-
nor done his w " % J f l d ^ G o f P c l U w a n d w ^ 
i m p ^ a n ^ c ^ ^ ofMyftical Rites doth 

"ficient. T o r i f i r L i ° l y

c

S c n P t u r c $ > as i f they wereinfuf 
W t o i o o o f r t f ^ i ? ° f ^° 5 m p t u r e f Q f f iciency to be thefu! 
and S o1 !S n ^ ^ ^ c e r n n g Ordinances of worfh 

M « V i anivenai orttated Necefiky, then muft we n< 

full 
P 

we not 
imagine 



imagine that any fuch are left out. I f Scripture be Gods Law, 
it is a perfed law: And i f k belong to it as a Law toimpofe one 
{rated Symbol, Ordinance, or matter of worfhip, then fo i t 
doth to impofe the reft of the fame nature that are fit to be 
impofed. I f we will do more of the fame that Scripture 
was given for to do, we accufe i t , while we feem to amend 
it. 

$.5. Reaf A,. And by this meam we frnl l be brought to a 
lofs for the Rule of our Religion. For if once wc leave the 
holy Scriptures, we (hall not know where to fix. I f God 
have not inftituted all the Ordinances of Worfhip ( fuch as 
Sacramental, or Myftical Rires, &c. ) that are meet to be 
ftatedly Impofed on the Churches,then we are uncertain who is 
to be the inftitutor of them. The Pope will claim it: and General 
Councils will claim it and Provincial Councils, and particular 
Bifhops will claim i t ; and Princes will claim i t : and we fhall be 
at a lofs for our Religion. 

§.6. Reaf. 5. But whoever it be that will be thcrnanerof 
our Religion they will certainly be men, and fo it will become 
a humane thing. Whereas Divine worfhip fuppofeth a D i 
vine inftitmion : and it is an set of obedience to God, and 
therefore fuppofeth a Law of God : For without a Divine Law 

. there cannot be obedience to God. 
§. 7. Reaf. 6. Thefe impofitions feem to be plain violations of 

thofe prohibitions of God, in which we are forbidden to add 
to his worfhip, or diminifh from it. As Deut.i 2.32. [What 
thing foever I command you, obferve to do i t : thou (halt not 
add thereto, nor diminifh from it. ] Ob je&. But we add nothing 
to the Word of God, though ve impofe fnch Myftical Rites as he 
impofethmt. isfnfa. The text doth not fay Thou [halt not add 
to my Command ] but \_Theu /halt not add to the thing that I 
command thee.] I t is the Work, Worfhip, or Ordinances thai 
you are forbidden to add to, or diminifi from, and not the Word 
or Law it felf only. 

$.8. Reaf. 7.Itfeemethto be a very great height of Prtde 
that is manifefted in thefe impofitions. 1. When men dare think 
themfelves wife enough to amend the work of Chnft and his 
Apoftles, and wife enough to amend the holy Scriptures: l S not 
this exceeding Pride? How can man more arrogantly lift up 
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hfmfe-f, then&y pretending hirofelfto be wifer then his Maker 
and Redeemer ? Is it not bad enough to equalize your felves 
wiihhirn-, uniefs you exalt your (elves above him ? I f you do 
not io, what mean you by coming after him to correct his 
Laws, or mend his work, and make better laws and ordinances 
for his Church then he himfelf hath done? 2. And I think it is 
no better then Pride for men fo far to exalt themfelvcs above 
the Ch-rf, h of God, as to inftitute new figns and ordinances, and 
'lay, \_1 cvmraandyou all to worfhip God according tothefe my infti-
•tmicns- and .inventions : and he that will net thus Worfhip him, 
fjall not have liberty to worfhip him at ally nor to live in the Com
munion of Chriflians.J What's Pride and arrogancy, if this be 
nor? ' mnarttVH n^dj^sdyiurD j r i j n n ^ V ^ r n l v;b ^ 

§.9. Rcaf.%. Noneknoweth the mind of God concerning 
his worfhip, but by his own Revelation : I f therefore he have 
not Revealed it toman, that he would be ferved by fuch myftical 
R ites, and Ceremonies, then no man can know that it wilJ pleafe 
him. And ifitVltate him not, ic.wiU be loft labour and worfe : 
and wemaycxpeft to hear ^horequimh this at jour hands 
How do you know that it pleafeth him to be ferved by Images, 
Exorciuns Croifings, and many pompous Ceremonies ? He 
ha;h nowhere told you fo. And your will is no proof of the 
will of God. \, 

to i» id. Rcaf. g. God wot-Id not have taken down the Legal 
^erernomes,and delivered us from them as a burden, and com-

^nueaus to f t and faft in the Liberty with wfcich Chrift hath 
™ a ^ u s free, and not again to be entangled with the yoak of 

r ?&*.Ga/-5*r- i f h e would have given men leaveto have im-
poied the hke burdenfome obfervances at their pieafure. I f 
youUay thar-chefe prefent Ceremonies are not burdenfome • 
- aske, why then were thofe of Gods inftitution burdenfonse ? 

^ ha-ryoak was f re igh t and burden heavy \ and Chrift hath 
• i ' u s ^ t a k e uPon us his yoak that iseafy,and his burden that 
iv iignt. Matth. 11.28. I t was not only the cbreatnings conjunct 

the dtfobedient, that made the Jewiln Ceremonies to be 
-a.'burden, which they were not able to bear, Afr.-if* nor vet 
t£cau.c they were but Types (Tor to be T^pesof Chrift, was 
me r h ghdi honour:) But alfobecaufe they were numerous, 
and required labour and time, and were unnecefliry. {"when 
W : u wa;come; andfoagsinft the liberty of the Church, as 
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Col. 2, 16 &c. And is it a likely thing that God would take
down his own infticutions when they became unneceffsry and 
at the fame time give commiffion to the Paftors of the Church 
to fet up unnecelliry Ce emonies of their own ? Yea or 
give them leave to do it , without his coramiffion ? I f it be fuch 
a mercy to be delivered from Divine Ceremonies, when they 
grew needlefs, and a liberty which we are commanded to ftand 
faft in, I know not why men fhould impofe on us unnecetf&ry. 
Ceremonies of their own, and rob us of our Mercies. 

§. i i . Reaf. i o . The impofition of unneceffiry Ceremo
nies, is a certain means for the D.vifion of Chriftians, and 
therefore is but an engine of the Devil!, the great divider. As 
thePapifts fet upa Vicechrift and falfe Center of union, under 
pretence of the unity of Chriftians, when nothing is fo great 
a caufeof their divifionj fo ufually the Impofers of Ceremo
nies pretend the Unity and Peace of Chriftians to be their end, 
when they are moft effedually dividing them. They are pre-
ferving the houfe by calling fire in;o the thatch. There is 
no more effectual means of Divifion, then to fee up impo/Tible 
terms of unity, and tell men, that they muft Ag^ee upon thefe 
or none. All Chriftians will unite in Chrift, and Agree in ail 
the effentials of Chriftianity, and all that is the known word' 
of God : But no wife man will exped that ail Chriftians. 
fhould ever Unite and Agree about the Myftical figns and 
Ceremonies of mans invention and impofition. Come to a 

<A Congregation that walke in unity and holy order in the fim-
plicityof faith and Scripture ordinances, and make Laws to 
this Church, that no man fhall joyne in the worfhip of God-v 
that will not Crofshimfelf, and be fprinkled with holy water, 
and bow toward the Altar, and wear a fwordand helmet, to 
fignifie the fpiritual warfare, and fuch like, and try whether-
this courfe will not divide the Congregation ^ Men are liker 
to agree in few things then in many; in Certain truths, then: 
in uncertain Controverfits j in Divine ordinances, then in H » -
m*ne inventions. Undoubtedly i f you impofe fuch Ceremonies,; 
multitudes of honeft Chriftians will diffent.- And if they dif-
fent, what will you do with them } I f you leave them to their 
liberty, then your Ceremonies are not impofed. I f you do» 
not,, you. will drive them to a feparation> and break s!l in 

pieces * 



pieces by your violence, snd cxafperatton of mens min..sv 
$. 12. Beaf. i f . And by this means you wil l be led, and 

alfo lead others into the havnous guilt of perfecting the reem-
bersofChrift. For when you have made Laws for your Cere
monies, you will expea obedience, and take all for fcbilmaticks 
ordifobedient that refufe them - and its like your kws will be 
backt with penalties \ you will not be content to have the 
liberty of uling thefe Ceremonies themfelves, and to leave all 
other to their liberties We hear (And formerly heard it more) 
how impatient almoft all of this way are of diverfity m Cir
cumftances and Ceremonies. They take it to be ^ t 0 # e " b , e 

confufion to have dtverfity in thefe things i what lay tney t 
(hall one ufe one gefture, and another ufe another ? what contu-
fiori will this be ? or i f a few of the wifer fort have more wit, yet 
cuftome will bring the multitude to this pafs. We fee now, they 
will not endure to joyn with thofe that (it at the Lords Supper, 
though they may kneel themfelves. I f they fee bur twoor three 
(hops in a Town open on Chriftmas day, they throw Hones at 
them and break their windows, where they dare, and are ready 
to rife up againft fuch as enemies in war. Befides you will take 
it as a contempt of your Laws, if men do not conform to them .* 
And i f you ufe the Ceremonies, and others difufe them, you 
will think they cenfure your pra&ice by their forbearance. 
And its like they will be forced to give fome reafonsot their 
forbearance : And thofe Reafons muft needs be againft your 
way, and confequently feem to difparage you, fo that I may take 
it for granted, that thofe that would have Ceremonies, would 
have them forced on the Church, and fo would raife a perfecti
on to maintain them. 

$•13. And then this perfection when its once begun, its ne
ver hke to flay t i l l it reach to the height of Cruelty. For 
1. When you have begun, you will think that you are engaged 
in honour to carry it on, and not to furTer every poor man or 
woman to difoby you, and difparage your wifdom. 2. And 
i f you lay but a gentle penalty on difTenters, it will do no good 
on them ('but perhaps excite them to the more oppofit ionj 
When Confcience is engaged againft you, it is not fmaii mulcts 
nor imprisonment neither that will alter the judgements or 
the waies of fuch. A n i therefore you muft either proceed to 

• olood 
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blood or baniftiment, or you raifs your ends, and Will but be 
oppofed with greater animolity. 

14. Reaf 12. And then this will raife an edi*m upon your 
Government, and make men look upon you as tyrants: For 
naturally men pitty the raftering party, efpecially when it is 
for the caufe of God, or Profcfiion of more then ordinary 
exadnefs in the. obeying of Gods commands.' And then mens 
mindrwiliby this be tempted to dtfloyal jealoulies, and cen-
fures i f not to the oppofi tion of the Rulers. 

§.'15. Reaf. 13. And it were an evil which your Ceremo
nies will never countervail, i f it were but the mcharitablenefs 
that will certainly be raifed by them. When you will perfecute 
men; and force them againft their Conferences in fuch indiffe
rent, things ( as you call them ; you will occafion them to 
judge you perfecutors, and cruel, and then they will cenfure 
you as ungodly, yea as enemies to the Church : And then 
you will cenfure them for fchifmatieaUnd felf-conceited,and 
refra&:©ry difobedient people. Ami fo Chriftian love, and 
the offices of love will be extinguifticd, and you will be mutu
ally engaged in a daily courfe of hatnous fin. 

§. 16. Reaf.i\. And it will be the" worfe, in that your perfe-
cution will oft fall on the moft confeiencious perfons. Hypocrites 
and temporizers dare do any thing ; and therefore will follow 
the ftronger fide, and obey him for their worldly ends. But 
the upright Chriftian dare not do that which is difpleafing to 
God for a world: He is the man that will be imprifoned, or 
banifhed^rrackt, or flain, rather then he will go againft his 
Confcience And is ic not a horrid thing to make fuch Laws, 
that the moft confcionableare likeft to fall under, and to perifK 
bv? May knot make you tremble, to read that God h.mfelf 
dothcall fuch his Jewels (Mai. 3. i<>, i7- j and faith, be that 
toucheth them,touchcth theappleof his eye, and that it were 
betterTor him be caft into the depth of the fea .with a Milftone 
1 Z h , neck that offcndeth one of thefe little ones ? A way 
5 X \ E S ^ f f l that are unneceftVy, and yet have fuch 
.ff-Ss and brine vou into fuch dagger. . 

f 7 Lr- ?l And then a more grieronscv.il w,l! follow : 
the Ceremony w.ll devour the f u b f W ; and fhut out the 
p r e a c i U aad confequently the word and worftup of the Lord. 
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For you will never give men Liberty to forbear them. And 
when godly Minifters will not be conformable to your will , 
you muft (ilence them, left they draw the people from you. 
And fo the ignorant muft be left in their ignorance, and the 
prophane in their prophanefs, and the godly in their forrows 
for want of their faithful Teachers, and the ordinances of 
grace. 

$. 18. Reaf. 16. And then it will follow, that ignorant, idle, 
ungodly Minifters muft be taken in to fupply their rooms: For 
i f the beft difobey you, you will think your felves neceffitated to 
take fuch as wil l obey you. And fo Godjfhall be difhonoured, 
his word and work abufed, his people grieved, his enemies encou
raged, the wicked hardened, and the unworthy Minifters them-
felves undone and deftroyed; and all for afew unnecefTary ce
remonies of your vain invention. 

$. 19. Reaf. 17. And now it were more unexcufable then 
ever before, to Impofe fuch unnccefTary burdens on the Chur
ches, when we have fo lately feen and felt the fad and mifcrable 
effects of fuch impofttions. We are fcarce out of the fire, that 
this ftraw and rubbifli kindled in this land. We are the men 
that have feen the Churches divided by them, and the preachers 
caft out for tbtm, and perfection occafioned by them, and the 
Nation hereupon corrupted with uncharitablenefs* the Biftiops 
againft the people, and the people againft the Biihops; and war 
and mifery hence arifmg. And yet ftiall we return to the occafi-
on ofourmifery, and that while we confefs it to be aneedlefs 
thing ? 

$. 20. Reaf. 18. Yea this courfe is like to kindle and maintain 
JJtwftom between the Churches of fever at Nations, as well as 
among tbofe that are under the fame government. For either 
you wii have all the Chriftian world to join with you in your 
Myttical! and unneceffary Ceremonies, or not : A l l cannot be 
expected to join with you For 1. The world will never 
agree in fuch humane unnecefTary things. 2. There is no uni-
r h f ° V e r n o r t o I m P o f e o n € L a w of Ceremonies on ail the 
h UA' C h r i f t 0 n , y i s t h € u n i v e r f a l K i n 8 a n d H e a < 1 : a n d h e 

hath done his part already. I f you will have more aniverfal 
AT k y ° U m a f t firft h a v e a n o t n e r univerfal King or Head. 
Ana there is nonefucb. Only the Pope and a General Conncii 

pretend 
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pretend to i t ; and they are bmh deceived ( in this J and would 
deceive us. They are none of our Lords, as I have elfewherc 
proved. But if you exped: not univerfal Concord in your 
Myftical fignsand Ceremonies; then i . Why fhouid youcafl 
out your Preachers and brethren, for thofe things which other 
Nations may be fo well w k h o n t a n d hold communion with 
forreigners that avoid them, and deny Communion to neighbors 
as good, that are of the fame mind? And ^JThis will make 
forreign Churches and you to grudge at orflfetther, and the 
diverfity willcaufedifarTedion: efpecially w n ^ ^ o u perfecute 
your members for the caufe thats theirs. We find now by experi
ence, that the Images, Exorcifm, Croffing, &c. of the Lutherans 
doth exceedingly hinder their Peace with other Churches, while 
others cenfure them as fuperftitious ; and they by cuftome are 
grown fo highly to value their own Ceremonies, as to cenfure 
and difdain thofe that are not of their mind. 

§. 21. Reaf. 19. Jteafily brecdeth and cheriftieth ignorance 
and formality in the people. You cannot keep them from pla
cing their Religion in there Ceremonies : and fo from deceiving 
their fouls by fuchaPharifaicalReligioufnefs, in walhings and 
obfervances : And fo in vain will they worlhip God, while their 
worfhip is but a Conformity to the doctrines, traditions, and 
inventions of men. Mat. 1?. 

$.22. Reaf. 20. To prevent thefe evils (and yet in vain) 
your Rites and Signs muft bring New do&rines, and new la
bours into the Church, which will exceedingly hinder the 
doctrine and work of Chrift. The Minifters muft teach the 
people the meaning and ufe of all tjiefe Ceremonies fo r elfc they 
will be dumb figas, contrary to your intent, and the ufe of them 
will be vain,) And if we muft fpend our time in opening to our 
people the meaning of every ceremony that you will impofe: 
I . I t will be but an unfa votary kind of preaching. 2. Jt will 
divert them and us from greater and more needful things. Yea 
we muft teach them, with what Cautions, in what manner, to 
what ends, &c. to ufe all thefe Ceremonies; or elfe they will 
turn them all to fin •, i f not to Popifh, yea to heathenifh forma
lities. And alas, how much ado have we to get our pe op'e to 
underftand the Creed, and the Kernel of the Gofpel, the tftfen-
tialsxjf Cbriftianity, and the two Sacraments of Cbrifts i r f t f tu-

PpP 2 d o n , 
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tion,and fome (hort Catechifm that containeth thefe? And when 
wc have done our beftrirKnublick and in private, we leave many 
of them ignorant what thefe two Sacraments are, yea or who 
Chriithirnfeif is. And muft wc put them tofo much more la
bour , as to learn a Rationale or expofition of all the Ceremo
nies, holy dayes> &c ? We (ball but overwhelm thcro,or divert 
them from the EfTentials.. 

An d here you may fee the unhappy iflue o f humane wifdoni 
and f a l f c m e a j U l t i s to be teachers of the ignorant that men 
pretend thefe^PF, Images and Ceremonies to be ufefull. And 
yet they are the caufes of ignorance, and keep men from ne-
ceffary. knowledge. I f you doubt of this, do but open your 
eyes, and m ke ufe of experience : See whether among the 
common people the moft Ceremonious are not commonly the 
moft ignorant? yea and the moft ungodly too? I t is a truth 
fo notorious, that it cannot bedenyed. Who more ignorant of 
the Sacraments, then they that rail at them that fit in the a d of 
receiving? Who more ignorant of the do&rinc of the Gofpel ?. 
who more obftinatc enemies of a holy l i f e , more worldly, 
felf-conceited , licentious, prophane, defpifers of their faith
ful!. Teachers , then the moft zealous perfons for all thefe Ce
remonies ? 

§ . 2 3 . 'Reaf.zi. Moreover thefe new Laws and ferviccs in
troduce alfo a new office into the Church. There muft be fome 
of pretended Power to impofe all thefe Ceremonies, and fee 
them executed: or elfe all is vain. And no fuch office hath 
Chrift appointed. Becaufe men thought it neceffary that all 
the Chriftian world (hould have but one way and Order in the 
Ceremonious worfliip whichfwas commonly approved, there
fore the,y thought there was a Neceffity of one Head to main
tain this unity of order • and fo came up the Pope, ( as to one 
caufe.) And fo in a Nation, we muft have fome one or more 
Maftcrs of Ceremonies, when Ceremonies are kept a foot. And 
fo whereas Chrift hath placed officers in his Church to teach 
and guide thcm,and adminifter his own Ordinances, we muft 
have another fort of officers, to make Laws for Myftical Irgns 
a n f J Ceremonies, and fee them executed, and punifb the neg-
le«ers 5and teach the people the meaning and the ufe of them; 
The Primitive BiOiops had either kind of work ? we find direS^ 

QCfc 
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g i V n S u S T ; ^ ^ r t h ^ f w ^ o r l . 0 make new Teaching 
fens anTceremonL.and impofc them on the; hurch nor have 
S a n y uTreaionsfor fucha work : which furely they much 
needed if it had been their work indeed. 

T 24 22. When we once begin to let in humane M y . 
fiical R,'teS wc f h a l U m r k»»»r,hrt to ft^or make m end. 
^ he feme ground that one Age f £ £ * 

E o n e ) ^ U w'chave more then we well know what to do 

W t ' v . * « / - 2 3 . Andthe miferable plight that theCbrifcan 
world hath lain in many ages by Ceremonies, may warn u to, 
be wife; Aniupn, complaineth that in his time the unurca 
was burdened with them, and made like the Jew.fh Synagogue. 
Tbe.moftof.the C W i e s in AjU and Afric*are drowned too 
deeply in Ceremonious formality, turning Religion intOiyiu-
rant fhews. The Church of is worfe then they; having 
made Goda worlhip of hiflrionical aaions, and fhews and figns 
andCeremonies.fo that millions of the poor blind people worlhip 
thev know not whom nor how. And i f we abate only of the. 
nulkr, andkeep up fome of the fame ^ W , ( eyen Symboli-
call Rites of mans inftitution, t m & W n * & ? } ^ $ & 
tion) we (hall harden them in their way, aad be difabled from 
confutine them. For a Papift will challenge you to prove juft 
how many Zh figns are lawfujl: And why he may;not ufe 
now many men 5 r » when he faith he is edified 
threefcore as well as you uie tnree, w 
by his numbers you fay you are with yours r 

$.26. Rc«f. 24. I t is not inconftderable that God^hatti 
purpolely eftablifheda fpiritual kind of worlhip in the Gofpel 
tellinc J t h a f God is a Sp i r i t ed will be worlh.pped in fp.nt 

% m m such ^ ^ M k m p m ^ ^ M 
Bodily excrcife profited little. The kingdom of God is not 
ffitiS indrLks, ;but m Righteou(nets, and Peace.and Joy 
in the Holy Ghoft: Neither Circumcifion availeth any th n | 
nChrift Jefus,nor uncircumcifion , but anew creature, and. 

by Love. God would never havefo . » « * . . 
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