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g i V n S u S T ; ^ f e c f w ; o r t t o m a k e n e W Teaching 
fens a n T c e r S n L . a n d impofe them on the; hurch nor have 
S a n y dTreaionsfor fucha work : which furely they much 
needed if it had been their work indeed. 

T 24 22. When we once begin to let >n humane M y . 
Weal R « s we I h a l U m r k»»»r,hrt to ft^or make an end. 
^ he feme ground that one Age f £ £ * 

E o n e ) ^U w'ehave more then we well know what to do 

W t ' v . * « / - 2 3 - Andthe miferable plight that theCbriftian 
world hath lain in many ages by Ceremonies, may warn u t o 
be wife; Aniupn, complaineth that in his time the Unurca 
was burdened with them, and made like the Jewiftj Synagogue 
Tbewftof . the Churches in AjU and Afric* are gowned too 
deeply in Ceremonious formality, turning Religion mtoiyiu-
rantfhews. The Church of is worfe then they; having 
made Goda worfhip of hiftrionical anions, and (hews and ligns 
andCeremonies.fo that millions of the poor blind people worfhip 
thev know not whom nor bow. And i f we abate only of the. 
numkr, andkeep up feme of the kmc kind, ( even Sypboh-
cail Rites of mans inftkation, 9 ^ M ^ ^ 4 ^ L 
t ion} we (hall harden them in their way, aad be difabled from 
confutine them. For a Papift will challenge you to prove juft 
how many Sch figns are lawfujl: And why he may;not ufe 
now many lutu h r » when he faith he is edified 
threefcore as well as you uie tnree, w 
by his numbers you fay you are with, your* r 

$.26. 24. I t is not inconftderable that God.tux& 
mirpofely eftablifheda fpiritual kind of worlhip in the Gofpel 
S J t h a f God is a Sp i r i t ed will be worfh.pped in fpiri t 

g K I l Such ^ ^ ^ k m ^ ^ M 
Bodily excrcife profitech little. The kingdom of God is not 
m m^tso inarLks, ;but in Ri8hteoulnets, andPeace.and Joy 
in the Holy Ghoft: Neither Circumcifion availeth any th n | 
nChrift Jefus,nor uncircumcifion , but anew creature, and. 

I S W C P I by Love. God would never bay*fo P ; 
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called men off from Ceremonioufnefs to fpirituality, i f he had 
delighted in Ceremony. 
. $. 27. Reaf. 25. The Worfhip of God without hisbfeffing 
» t o little purpofe. No man can have encouragement to ufe 
any thing as a Means to teach him and help hisdevotion,wbich 
ne dath no ground to believe that God will blefs. But there 
th?f¥°£ad C that I know o f ; to believethat God wiH blefs 
wcie initituted Teaching fens of mans inventions to the Edi­
t i n g of our fouls. For God hath no where bid us derife or 
uie rucn figns. 2. Nor no where promifed us a bleffing on them 
Ctnat ever I could find } And therefore we have no encourage­
ment to ufe them, i f we will make them, and hapofe them our 
l c I V € * , w e m u ft undertake to blefs them our felves. 
KAA 2 • R e * f ' 26> A s v a i n thought? and words are for-
Diaden us in Scripture; fo no doubt but VMH anions are forbid-
c S u , - i l ? c i a , , y i n t h c w o r ( h i p o f G o d : and vet more efpe-

a«y wnenthey are Impofed on the Church by Laws with pe-
mes. But thefe Myftical Rites of humane inftitution are vain. 

* on call them your felves but [Things indifferent'.] And they are 
I J? *J ^ t h e u f e f o r w h i c h t h e y are pretended, that is, to Teach 
«y fd>fie, &c. having no promife of a bieffing, and being 
fore L ' L ^ f K ° m ° f r ^ C S a c r a**n t s of Chrifr. Vanity there-
fcSfcr , m p ? f e d 0 0 t h e C h a r c h - % laft Reafon wilf 
ruiiierihewthemtobevain. 

allowablein5 Cf f lr Q r C h ? u

0 f t h e i r times did worfhip God, was 

riSSSJ^C™!?1 \ d t h e y * ' , n n o t o n , y b e m o r c w i * a n d 

bat & n « f h C r A ^ o f t l c s in the matter, of Gods worfh ip , 
h e a v e n i t T ' r f u b ^ e ^ liberty to worfhip God, and go to 
S wen, W a y " t h e Apexes did. I f Peterand 
C r o f s T n ? n r ^oa t^ tbeu fe of rmages,Surplice,the 
manv f ^ h ?P f m ' k n C e I i n 8 i n r e i v i n g the Lords Supper,and 
rhp r ^ ^femonies, why fcoutd not we have leave to live in 
d e m ^ T U A 0 n n 0 f t h e C h u r c h without them?would you have 
M MnfiX £ 0 f t l " t h d r , , b e r t y b e r c i n ? ° r w i l 1 V ° u b e Parti-
to itnii™p , K y 6 ? D C W l y ' a n d W e a n ° t h c r r T h e y command us 
i / E i m : give us leave then to imitate them, at leaft in 

all things that your felve* confefs to be lawfuil for us! 
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- f.30. Reaf. 28. Hath not God purpofely already in the 

Scripture determined the Controverfie, fnppofing your Cere­
monies (which is their beft ; to be indifferent. He hath in-
terpofed aifo for the dccifion of fuch doubts He hath com­
manded, Rom. 14. 1, 3. that we [Receive him that is wakjn the 
faith, but not to dmbtfull difpntathns ] (much lefs to imprifon-
ment or baniibment) £ Let not him that eateth, defpifehim that 
eateth not ; and let not him that eateth not, judge him that eateth , 
for God hath received him ] Nay we muft not fo much as of­
fend or grieve our brother, by indifferent things, Verfe 13. 
15 .21. to the end. Andfo Chap. \%.l.We that art ftrong onght 
to bear the infirmities ofthewtak^, and not to pleafe our felves. 
So that the cafe is decided by the Spirit of God exprefly, that 
fee would have weak Chriftians have liberty in fuch things as 
thefe • and would not have Chriftians fo much as cerifure or 
defpife one another upon fuch accounts. And therefore Pre­
lates may not filence Minifters, nor excommunicate Chriftians 
on fbis acccram - norMagiftrates ptrnrfh them, efpecially to the 
injury of the Church. 

$.31. Object. Bm this is fpoken only to private Chriftianr, 
and not u M*giflrates or Prelates. Anfrv. i . I f there had been 
any Prelate then at Rome, we might have judged it fpoken to 
them with the people. And no doubt but it was fpoken to 
fuch Paftors as they then had. For it was written to all the 
Church, of whom the Paftors were a part. And i f the Paftors 
muft bear with difTenters in things indifferent, then moft certain­
ly the Magiftrates muft do fo. 2. I f Magiftratcs are Chriftians, 
then this command extendeth aifo unto them. God hath fuff i -
ciently told us here that he would have us bear with one ano­
ther in things of fach indifferency as thefe. I f God tell private 
men this truth, that he would have men born with in fuch cafes, 
i t concerns the Magiftrate to take notice of it . Either the er­
ror is tolerable,or intolerable. I f intolerable, private men muft 
not bear with i t . lftolerable,Wlsig\{lrates and Paftors muft bear 
with it . I t « as much the duty of Private Chriftians to reprove 
an erroneous perfon, and avoid him, if intolerable and impeni­
tent, asic is the duty of a Magiftrate to punifh him by the 
fword, or the Paftor by Church.cenfures. I f therefore it be 
the duty of Privfitemen to tolerate fuch as chefein queftion, 
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by aforbearnce of their rebukes and Cenfures; thenisit the 
iiuty of Magiftrates to tolerate them tby a forbearance of penal-
ties^and of Paftors to tolerate them by a forbearance of excom­
munication. Who can believe that God would leave fo full a 
determination for tolerating fuch perfons,and yet defirc that 
Prelates fhould excommunicate them4or Princes imprifon, banifli 
or deftroy them. Some Englifh Expofitors therefore do but 
unreafonably abufe this text , when they tell us that Magi­
ftrates and Prelates may thus punifh thefe mcn,whora the reft of 
the Church is fo ftraitly commanded to bear with and not offend. 

$. 32. So Cel. 2 .16. to the end £Let no man judge you in 
Meat or Drink, or in refoft of an holy day, or of the new Moon, or 
of the Sabbaths, &c] ver. 20. £ Wherefore if ye be dead with 
Cbrift frsm the rudiments of the world, why as, though living in 
the -world are je fubject to Ordinances! ( Touch not, tape not, 
handle not, which all are to ferijh with the uftng,) after the com-
mandmentj and doElrines of men : which things have indeed ajbeW 
of Kifdom in wilLworJhip and humility,and negktting of the body, 
not in any honour to tbe fatisfying of the pfh. J Hcrealfa God 
iheweth that it is his will that luch Matters ftioufd not be made 
Laws to the Church , nor be impofed on his fervants; but their 
freedom lhould be preferved.Many other texts exprefs the fame, 
which I need not cite,the cafe being fo plain. 

§ 3 3 - Resf.29. Moreover, me thinks every Chriftian fhould 
befcnfible, how inefficient we are to perform the great and 
raany duties that God hath impofed upon us already. And 
therefore they fhould have little mind to be making more 
work to the Churches and themfclves, till they can better 
ojicharge that which is already iropofed on them by God. 
Have not your felves and your flocks enough to do to ob­
serve all the precepts of the Decalogue, and underftand all the 
jdottrines of the Gofpel, and believe and obey the Gofpel of 
Chrif t , but youmuftbe making your felves and others more 
work?. Have you not (in enough already in breaking the Laws 
already made, but you, mult make more Laws and duties, that 
fo you may make more fin ? I f you fay, that your precepts are 
not guilty, of this charge, you fpeak againft reafon : The more 
duty , the more negled we fhall be guilty of. See how the Lord 
Falkland urgeth this Objection on the Papifts. And k is con-

fiderable 
WBL, 1. . , . 
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that by this nseans you make your felves tmexeufa* 

bieforali your.negleets, and onvftions toward God. Caneot 
you live up to the height of "fcvangelical Sanctity ? Why then 
do you make your felves more work ? Sure if you can do more, 
it may be expected that you fir ft do this that was enjoyned 
you. I f you will need* be Righteous (materially ; overmuch, 
you are unexcufab'e for your unrighteoufnefs. 

$. 34. Reafso. Laftly, confider aifo, that all your Myftical 
Teaching Signs, are needlefs thing?, and come too late, bccaufe 
the work is done that they pretend to: God hath already given you 
fo perfect a directory for his worftiip , that there is nothing 
more that you can reafonablydefire.Let us perufe the particulars. 
1. What want you in order to the Teaching of our onderftand-
ings ? Hath not God in his word and his works, and his Sacra-
ments,provided fufficient means for our inftruciion, unlefs you 
add your Myfticaifigns? Will your Ceremonies come after and 
tesch us better then all thefe Means of God will do ? We fee by 
the Dofctp'es of Ceremonies, what a Mafter they have. 2. Whac 
want you for the exciting of dull affections, that God hath not 
provided you already ? Have you Ceremonies that can give 
life, and are more powerfull remedies againft Corruptions, and 
more crfectuall means of Grace then all the inftitutions of God r* 
Or bath God left any imperfection in his inftitutions for your 
Ceremonies to fupply ? Wou d you have plain Teaching in fca-
fon and out of feafon? This God hath appointed already r and 
le tied the Miniftry to that end. Would you have men taught 
by a Form of words ? Why you have a copious Form * The 
whole Scripture is a form of words, for mens inftrncrion. And 
yet we deny notbuc out of this Form you may gather more 
contracted forms for the inftruSion of your Mocks. Catechrzing 
and publick and private teaching are Gods own Ordinances. 
Would you have a Directory for Prayer , Confeftion and 
Thankfgivingr Scriprure is a Directory ; and out of it we fhall 
be glad of any direction that you will gather for us. Would 
you have forms of Words for Prayer and Praife ? Scripture 
hath given you many : the Lords Prayer, the Pfalms^od many 
more. And if you think you can do better, you have liberty 
to do it your felves. And is not that enoughs God hath left 
i t indifferent to us, whether we ufe aftintedform or not. I f 

d / H you 
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you be not wifer then God, do you leave it indifferent alfbC 
Would you have a ftated day for Go/pel-worfhip in Commemo­
ration of the work of our R e d e m ^ n ? Chriftand hisApoftles 
have taugac you to obferveone, even the Lords day to thefe 
Ends. Would you have exciting rayftical mfiituted figns ? Chrift 
hath appointed you Baptifm and the Lords Supper, which fig-
nine the very fubftanccof the Gofpel: Can your figns do more ? 
Or is a greater number more defirabie ? Why may nor a few 
of Chriftsinftitution, ful l and clear, that "have a promife of Jlis 
i i r h" ^ r V e t U r n W i t h o u c t h e additions of mensfroathy wits ? 
l i fe the Lords Supper ofter, and with more preparation, and 
you will need noSacramentalRi.es of your own. I f Chrifts 
figns wil l not do i t , in vain do you hope'for it from the devifea 
Of men. Gods Ordinances have no biemifhes and wants that 
need your patches. Do that which Scripture hath cut out foe 
you, ana I warrant you, yon'] find no want of fuch additions, 
ihe maxingofthe Law and Rule ofWorfhipis Gods work.tbe 
obeying !c I S yours, its a courfe moft perverfe when \ou fail 
and deal falfly in your own work, to fall upon Gods work,and 
take on you to mend that. Do your own well, in obeying, and 
judge not the Law, and trouble not the Church with your addi­
tions. 1 

* • 3 S • Yet ftill remember, that we allow both Magiftrates and 
Paitors to tee to the execution of Gods la ws,and to determine of 
circumftances in order thereto that are neceffary ingenere. But 
m i y i J ' S u c h M y f t ' c a l figns as ingenere are not commanded 
*hl ^Vt r J° m a n $ d e t e r i ™ a t i o n , that I fpeak of. 2. And alfo 
forfifl l l t C r 5 i n a t i o n o f circumftanccs, and makingLaws 
tobev«™ T 8 s ( h o u I d b c , e f c t 0 *e prudenceof every Paftor, 
tobevaryedas occafionrequirctb. * 

C H A P . 
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I^ea/ons f o r Obedience in LCNPf ull things. 

$• *• E S T raen c ^ a c a r e a P c t o r u n from one 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 1 extream into another, (hould make an ill 
3£3 I ^P^^P u { l c o f c ^ a c w hich I have before written, 
j p E a S ^ i I 'flwll here annex fome Reafons to per-
^ I g ^ i S * fwade men to juft obedience, and preferve 

them from any finfull nonconformity to 
the commands of their Governours, and the cvill effects that 
are like to follow thereupon. 

§.2. But firft l will lay together fome Proportions for de-
cifion of the Controverlie ; How far we are bound to 
obey mens precepts about Religion ? Efpecially in cafe we 
doubt of the lawfnlnefs of obeying them ? and fo cannot obey 
them in faith ? 

s\ 3. Briefly: i . W e muft obey both Magiftrates and Pa­
ftors in all things lawfull which belong to their offices to 
command. 2. It belongs not to their office to make God 
a new worfhip But to command the Mode and Circum-
ftances of worfhip belongeth to their office : for guiding 
them wherein God hath given them generall rules. 3. Wc 
muft not take the Lawfull commands of our Go/ernours to 
be un'awfuil. 4 . I f we do through weakne'fs or perverf-
nefs take Lawfull things to be unlawfull , that will not ex-
cufe us in our difobedience. Our error is our fin, and one 

Q . q q 2 fla 



C 4 - 8 4 0 
Sn w f i not excule another fin. Even ai on the other fide3 

i f we judge things unlawfull to be Jawfull, that will not 
excufe us for our difobedience to God in obeying men, 5. As 
I have before (hewed, many thing9 that are raifcommand-
ed, mull be obeyed. 6, As an erroneous judgement will 
not excufe us from Obedience to our Governours, fo much 
lefs will a doubtfulnefs excufe us. 7. As fucb a doubting, 
erring judgement cannot obey in ( plenary ) faith , fo 
much lefs can he difobey in faith. For it is a known 
Comrrand of God , that yet obey them that have the Rule 
over us : but they have no word of God againft the fid 
or obedience now in qaeftiorr. I t is their own erring judge-
ment that intangleth them in a neceffity of finning (fill it 
be changed. ) 7. I n doubtful! cafes , it is our duty to 
ufe Gods means for our information : and one means is to 
confult with our Teachers , and hear their words with 
ieachablenefs and meeknefs. 8- If upon advifing with them 
*e remain in doubt about the lawfuinefs of forae Circum-
ftance of order, i f it be fuch as may be difpenfcd wi th , 
they (hould difpenfe with us i f i t may not fee difpenfed with 
without a greater injury to the Church or caufe of God, 
then our difpenfation will countervail, then is it our duty 
to obey our Teachers ,. notwithftanding fuch doubts : 
For it being their office to Teach us, it muft be our duty to 
believe them with a humane fa i th , in cafes where we have 
no Evidences to the contrary : And the Duty of Obeying 
them being certain,and the finfulnefs of the thing commanded 
freing uncertain and unknown, and oaly fufpeftcd, we mud 
go on the furer fide. 9. Yet muft we in great and doubtfuil 

P ft ' n °u U k e U p w i c h r h e f u f P c A c d judgement of a fingle 
Pattor , but apply our felves to the unanimous Paftors of 
other Churches. 10. Chriftians (houid not be <>ver-bufic in 
prying into the work of their Governours , nor too for­
ward to fufpe& their determinations: But when they know 
that it is their Rulers work to guide them by determining 
of due Circumstances of worfhip , they fhould without caufe* 
iefs fcruples readily obey, t i l l they fee juft reafon to flop them 
in their obedience; They muft not go out of their own places 



to fearch into the A&ions of another mans office, to trouble 
themfelves without any caufe. 

§. 4. And now I intreat all humble Chriftians readily to obey 
both Magiftrates and Paftors in all Lawfull things ; and to con-
fider, to that end, of thefe Reafons following. Reaf. i. I f 
you will not obey in Lawfull things, you deny authority, or 
overthow Government it fclf , which is a great ordinance of 
God,eftablifihed in the fifth commandment with promifer And 
as that commandment refpecting focieties and common good, 
is greater then the following commands, as they refpect the 
private good of our neighbours, or are but particular Means to 
that Publick good, whofe foundation is laid in the fifth com­
mandment, fo accordingly the fin againft this fifth command­
ment muft be greater then that againft the reft. 

$.5 . Reaf. 2. In difobeyingthe lawfull commands of our fupe-
riors,we dtfobey ChriftNwho rulcth by them as his officers. Even 
as thedifobeying a Jufticeof Peace or Judge is a difobcying of 
the foveratgn Power s yea in Tome cafes when their fentence IS 
unjuft.Some of the ancient Do&ors thought that the fifth com­
mandment was the laft of the firft Table of the Decalogue j and 
thic the Honouring of Governors is part of our Honour to God, 
they being mentioned there as his officers, with whom he him-
felf is honoured or difhonoured, obeyed or difobeyed : Tor it is 
Gods Authority that the Magiftrate,Parent,and Paftor is endued 
with, and empowred by to rule thofe that are put under them, 

$.6. Reaf. 3. What confufion will be brought into the 
Church if Paftors be not obeyed in things lawfull ? For inftance s 
I f the Paftors appoint the Congregation to AfTemble at one 
hour, and the people will fcruple the time, and f i y , it is un­
lawful^ and fo will choofe fome of them one time, and fome 
anorher, what diforder will here be ? and worfe, if the Paftors 
appoint a Place of worfhip, and any of the people fcruple 
obeying them, and will come to another place, whatconfafi-
on will here be ? People are many, and the Paftors are few z 
and therefore there may be fome unity if the people be Ruled by 
the Paftors; but there can be none,if the Paftors muft be ruled by 
the people,for the people will not agree among tbemfelves: and 
therefore if we obey one pare of them, we enuftdifobty and dif-



pleafe the reft. And their ignorance raakei them unfit to 
rule. 

$.7. Reaf*^ Moreover, difobcdience in matters of Circum-
ftance, will exclude and overthrow thefubflance of the worfhip 
i t (elf. G< d commandeth us to pray: If one part of the Church 
wil lnoi joyn with a fhn.ca form of Prayer, and the other pare 
will not joyn without i t , both parties cannot be pleafed, and fo 
one part muft caft off Prayer it felfj or feparate from the reft. 
God coramandeth the reading , and preaching, and hearing 
of the Scripture, and the ringing of Pfalms: but he hath left ic 
to man to make or choofc the beft TranfUtion of Scripture, or 
verfion 01 the Pfalms. Now if the Paftor appoint one verfion, 
and Tranflation, and the Church joyn in the ufe of i t , if any 
members wil l fcruple joyning in thisTianflation or verfion,they 
muft needs forbear the whole duty of Hearing the Scripture, 
and finging Pfalms in that Congregation. I f they pretend 
a fcruple againft the appointed time or Place of worihip, they 
wHl thereby caft off the worfhip it felf. Tor if they avoid our 
Ttme or Place, they cannot meet with us, nor worfhip with 
us. 

§. 8. Reaf. 5. And when they are thus carryed to feparate 
from the Congregation, upon fuch grounds as thefe, they will 
be no where fixt, but may be ftill fubdividing, and feparating 
from one another . t i l l they are refolved into individuals.and have 
h i 0 0 i h t h i n S a s a C h u r < * among them. For they can 
nays noafluranceor probability, that fome of therafelves will 
rhl A A*?* r 0 . r a t b e r e f t i n one Circumftance or other, as 
fore. P a f t ° r S a n d t h c C h u r e h t h a t t b e y w e r e 0 f b e " 

rJ*h9' T ' A 6 , B Y l h i s means the wicked that are difobedient 
UA J e a c b e r s > a n d « i e d the worfhip of God it felf, will be 
Hardened in then-fin, and taught by profefTors to defend their 
ungodhnefs : For the very fame courfe that you take wil l 
jervethdr turns. They need not deny any Duty in the fub-
itance, but deny the circumftance, and fo put off the fubftance 
o f the Duty. I f a wicked man will not hear the word preach­
e r , m a V a m not againfi preaching ; but 1 am un-
fttisficdofthe lawfulnefsef your Time er Place, 1 am in judge­

ment 
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rnsnt agalnfl cmlng to your Steeple houfe, or againfl the Lords 
VayT And fo he (hall never hear, though he lay he is for 
hearing. I f a wicked man will not be perfonally inftruaed, ^ 
or admonifhed, or be accountable to the Church or Paftors 
for any fcandals of his life, nor fubmit to any difciplme, he may 
fav \_l am for difcipline Jk"™'itis mJ i m ) tQ h e inPr»aed-
but I am not fatisfied that I am bonnk to come to you when you 
ftnd for me. or to appear at fuch a place as you appoint : the 
word ofGodnameth no time or place, andyou Jhall not deprive me 
of my liberty.! I f a wicked man would not hear or read the 
Scripture, orfing Pfalms, he may fay that he is for the duty, 
but he is only agairift this and that Tranfktion and verfion .-
And fo while every verfion is excepted againft, the duty is 
as much evaded as if it were denied it felf. By this device i t 
is that the Rebellion of unruly people is defended : They 
run to the cir aim fiances of the duty, and ask, [[Where are 
theyboundtocornetoaMinifter ? or to be examined by him 
in order to a bapcifm or Lords fupper i 01 to fpeak their conleut 
to be Church members,or to fubicribe to a Profeffion.or to read 
an Englifli Bible, or to hear in aSteeple-houfe, with many fuch 
l ike. j Thus aifo it is that they put off fanujy prayer, and ask, 
[Where are they bound to pray in their family Morning and Bvm-
L j ? ] and fo keep no conftancy in family prayer at ah, under 
orfitence of denying only the circumftance*/ 

$.. 10. Reaf. 7. By this difobedience in things ^wfu l i , tne 
members of the Church will be involved in contentions, and fo 
engaged in bitter uncharitablenefs, and cenfures, and perfec­
tions , and reproaches of one another : which fcandalpus * 
courfes will noun(h vice, difhonour God, rejoyce the enemies 
grieve the Godly that are peaceable and judicious, and wound 
the confciences of the contenders. We fee the beginning of fucti 
fires are fmall i but: whither they tend/and what will be the 

' l ^ ^ t ^ y thefe means aifo Migrates will be 
provokea to take men of tender confciences for ^ > ™ * f c 
and unreafonable men, and to turn t h e i r ^ 
violence againft them, to the V ^ * ? * * * ' * ^ 
they f « them fo felf-conceited, and refufing obedience m law 
fuUrircuraftances. 



*n kt Ji?' Re*f*9- B y t h i s roeans alfo the converfion and 
J I ™ , f r . ™ « H of fouls will, be much hindred, and people pof-
r h T P r e J«dice againft the Church and ordinances, when 
tney take us to be but numerous people, and fee us in fuch con­
tentions among our felves. To my knowledge, our late dit-

j r c n i f e a J o u c f o m e f u c h ^ffer things, hath turned off, or hinder­
ed abundance of people from liking the holy doftrineand life 
which we pro "efs. 

$• i 3. /fo-/". 10. Ic will feern to the wifeft, to favour of oo 
imall mcafure of Pr /^ , when people on the account of lawful 1 
cir^umftances, dare fct thcmfelves againft their Govcnors 
and Teachers, and quarrel with the ordinances of God, and 
wa.n the Churches; Humble men would iooner fufpert them-
\hr \ q a a r r c l w i t h t h e i r o w n diftempers^ndfubmitto 
tnoie that are wifer then themfelves, and that are fet over them 
or tneir guidance by the Lord. There may more dangerous 

lower C d i n t b e f e m 4 t c c r 5 » c b e n -n-Appare/, and fuch 

h l ' ^ ' , u R e ^ ' - 1 1 ' C o n f i d e r a!fo what yielding in things 
e d P h \ S c r ' P ^ e recommendeth to us f How far yield-

the Temple t r r ' Z ' * " / ^ him felf with them m 
VurifcAt't* ' * PZ**pe the accomflijbment of the daies of 

^ 4 om \f"*l[U th** «» ^ring Jbould be offered for 
t^itls 2 -* a n < * t n i s * ° r a * m 0 ^ ^ e v e n 'dayes, 

*. i f *So V r W i t h t h e A g o i n g verfes. 
fr°>* «li men ' ^ * \*> ^ ^ th**& 1 h / f W 

/ W ^ \I-n tu m * d e my w f e i A n t m t , ° a l t * 
a s * few, t% 7 Y n o r e ' A y > d H 7 1 t 0 t h e f e w f 1 Yearns 
***der the Lor*** m i l h t the fews • to them that are 

«re under' The^L '*? 1 ^ ' f i t 
*s without f t "* ' t h e m t h a t a r e ™ t h Q f i t L*w* 
^e Law t,Chrih ) 5 W h b o " L*W U G ° d < h i % n n d e r 

°vt Law T u J might gain them that are with-
the weah 1 f e c a w e *s ™K* t h a t 1 ™%ht 

"*kht biailjjj- r * m ™ade a / / thi»& t 0 *11 men> t h a t 1 



§ 16. ReadaifoRem. 14. ^ x 5 ' Chapters, how roach 
condefcenfion the Apoftle requireth even among equals , 
about meats and dayes. And 1 Cor. 8. 13. the Apoftle 
would tie up himfelf from eating any f k f b while the world 
ftandeth rather then make a weak brother to offend. 
Many other paffrges of Scripture require a condefcenfion in 
things of this indifferent nature, and (hew that the Kingdom 
of God doth not confift in them. 

§ 17 And Matthew 1 2 . 1 , 2, to 9. you find tbathunger 
iuftified the Difciples of Chrift for plucking and rubbing 
the ears of Corn on the Sabbath dayes. And hunger juftt-
fied David and thofe that were with him , for entnng in­
to the houfe of God , and eating the Shew-brcad, which 
was not lawfull for him to eat, nor for them which were with 
him,but only for the Priefts: And the Pricfts in the Temple were 
blamelefs for prophaning the Sabbath day. ] Now if things be­
fore accidentally evil,may by this much Neceffity become lawful 
and a duty, then may the commands of Magiftrar.es or Paftors, 
and the Unity of the Church, and c he avoiding of contention, 
and offence, and other evils, be aifo fufficient to warrant u i 
in obeying, even in inconvenient Circumftantials of the worftiip 
of God, that othcrwife could not be juftificd. 

$.18. Reaf. 12. Laftly confider, how much God hatb ex* 
prefled himfelf in bis word to be plcafed in the Obedience of be­
lievers. Not only in their Obedience to Chrift immediately, 
but aifo to him in his officers, 1 Sam. 15.22. [ Behold, t§ 
obey is'better then Sacrifice, &c. ] Col. 3- 20,22. [ Childre* 
obey your Parents in all things (that is, all lawfull things J for 
this is mll-Vleaftng to the Lord] [Servants Obey in all things 
purMaftersaccordingtothcflefa&c] And Obedience to Pa­
ftors is as much commanded. 1 Thef $. 12, 13. [_We be-
(tech you brethren to know them which labour among you, and 
are over you in the Lord, ana admonijh you, and ffieem them very 
hijrhh, &c. ) Heb. 13.17. [ Obey them that have the rule over 
^ou,and fubmit your [elves y fortkey watch for jour foulsasthey 
that mttftgive account, &c. ] So Verfe 7. & 2 4« i,Tm. 
5.17, &c. 

§.19, As the General Commiffion to a Parent,or Matter, or 
R r r Magutrats 
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Magiftrate to Govern their inferiour relations, doth autho­
rize them to many particular ads belonging to their office, 
that were never named in their comraifiion : fo your ge­
neral command to obey them, obligeth you to obey them in 
the faid particulars. And fo it is alfo betwixt the Paftors 
and the flock , in matters belonging to the Office of a 
Paftor. 

$. 20. I f a Child (hall ask a Parent, [ where doth Gods 
vard allow you to command me to Learn this C#techifm, or 
read this Divines writings, or repeat this Sermon, or wrtte 
it? &c . ] doth not the queftion deferve to be anfwered 
with the rod ? The General Commiffion for parents to Go­
vern their children is fufficient; fo i f a Schoolmafter com­
mand hii Schollcrs to come to fuch a place to School, and 
to take their places in fuch an Order, and to learn men 
books» and do fuch cxercifes, &c. the General Commif­
fion that he hath to teach and Govern them, will allow 
him to do all this. ( Though it wil l not allow him to let 
his Schollers to any Artifice or Manual Operation alien-
to his profeffion. ) So i f a Minifter determine of the vari­
able Circurnftances of worfhip , as what place the people 
lhall come t o , and at what time , to be Catechized, exa 
mined, in t ruded, tfr. what Tranflation or Verfion of Pfalms 
to ufe , what Uccnfils to make ufe of about Gods fervice, 
or fuch l ike , he is warranted for this by his General Com­
miffion. And i f he mifs i t in the manner, by chooiing in­
convenient circumftances, or by unneceffary determination 
of points that (hould rather be jefc undetermined to liberty, 
though this be his own fin , it will not excufe the people 
from obedience ; un!efs the error of his dircdions be fo 
great as would fruftrate the Ordinance i t felf.ordoraore harm 
then our difobedience would do which in Circumftantials is 
rarely found. 

f . 2 1 . And thus I have finifhed this difcourfe of Cere* 
monies ^ a Subjed that may feem unfeafonaWe at fuch a 
time when we are disburdened of Ceremonies. But the of­
fence and vehement accufations of the Ceremonious, hath made 

~*t feem neceflary to me , while they accufe DifTenters of 
fchifna 
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fchtfm and obftinacy, and reproach them as Puritans, and 
feem ready to aft their fecond part in catting oat ihofe 
that be not of their mind,if i t were in their power: when 
yet they call the Ceremonies but things indifferent ; and 
Preachers and Gods Ordinances are cot Indifferent things to us. 

F I N I T V R . July p. 1658. 

5at/sfaction to certain C A L U M N I A T O R S . 

I Am informed from London, and feveral parrs of the Land, thatfomc 
of my Books having lately been fold at exceflive rates by the Bookfel-
lers it is fomewhat commonly reported that it iscaufed by my excefTive 

rairuwhich fay they,is at leaft three or four hundred pounds a year. I thank 
the Lord that doth not only employ me in his fervice, but aifo vouchfafe me 
the honor and benefit of being evil-fpcfcen of for doing him the beft fervice 
that lcan,^^ . ! ! , ! ! . 1 Pef.4.l3>H3 W 6 - Blelfed Attgujhne was put 
to vindicate himfelf by an oath, from the infamy, of a covetous defign, 
which was, xAlkd by onegodly woman, upon a diforderly action of other 
men, and to that end~he wrote hi-i zz.5. Eplftic. I £« 4 noralj to ufchis 
oath; but yet 1 judge it my duty to imitate him in patience,and in reletting 
the flanderers from their fin, that they abufe not their fouls by uncharitable 
furmifes, nor their tongues by falfc reports. To which end I give them this 
true information : The two firft Books I printed, I left to the Bookfcllers 
Wi l l ; for all the reft, I agreed with them for the fifteenth Book, to give to 
Tome few of my friends,hearing that fome others agreed for the tenth Some­
time my fifteenth Book coming not to an hundred,and fometime but to few 
more,when of Practical Books I needed fometimc Soo.to give away.Beeaufc 
I was fcarcc rich enough to buy fo many,I agreed with the Bookfeller,(my 
Neighbour,) to allow 18 - d. a Ream (which is not a penny a quire,) out of 
his own gain towards the buying of Bibles, and fome of the practical Books 
which he printed, for the poor : Covenanting with him, that he fhould fell 
my ControYerfal Writings as cheap , and my Practical Writings fomewhat 
cheaper then books we ordinarily iold.To this hour I never received for my 
felf one penny of mony from them for any of my Writings, to tlubeft of my 
remembrance : but if it fell out that my part came to more than I gave my 
friends, 1 exchanged them for other Books : My accounts and memory tell, 
me not of S .li- that ever was returned for me on thefe accounts, which was 
on literary occafions : fo that my many hundreds a year is come to never a 
penny in all, but as abovefaid, in fome exchange of Books. And the price I 
let on my Books which I exchanged for theirs at the deareft rates, is as fol­
lowed*, [ Treat, of Convcrfion, i.s. Treat, of Crucifying the World, z.s. 
Difput. of Juftificat. z.s. 4-d. The Call to the Unconverted, 8.d. Difpur. 
of laving Faith, f.d. Of the Grotian Religion, ̂ .d. Directions for found 
Converfion, i.s. S.d. Difput.of Right toSaaamcnts,£</tf./fc#«d. z.s. 4-d.] 

Thefc 
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Thefe are all my bargains and my gains. And I chofe the honefteft Book-
rdlcrs that I could meet witk,according to my (mall meafure of wit and ac­
quaintance , who told me, they ftill made good their Promifes. Andnow 
cenforious Slanderer, tell me, what thou wouldlt have had me to have done 
more ? I f 1 had got Food arid Rayment out of my own hard labors, had it 
been unlawful Or dilhonqurablc, when Bookfcliers get foj many hundred 
pounds by one Book, that never, ftudied nor fp'ent. their time and coft for i t , 
as 1 have done, ? And yet dofi thou reproach me .that receive not a groat ? 
But becaufe 1 will not oblige my felf to the fame courfe for the future, and 
that thou mayft know at what rates I fcrVej.hecJtt me tell thee, that in 
thefe labors early and late my.body is wafted}myprecious time laid out, and 
fomewhatof my Eftate; arid fomewhat of the labor of. m^ friends. Ican-
not have twenty quire of my writing well transcribed, under fifty pounds. 
And who fhalj pay for this, or maintain me in thy fervice. ? I have troubled 
a Neighbour-Miniftc'r in the tedious work of tranferibing my Characters 
( for fomc books,j for which, neither he nor 1 had ever one penny. Thefc 
perfonal rnatters arc, unfavory to me, .and I take it for a great injury that 
thou'putteft upbn me a neceflity^of mentioning them. But I have yielded 
this.once to thy;unrigh*teous\im^ thou mayeft hereafter learn 
what to believe and utter,!anil makc,ffi6rc;Ctinfdence of thy cenfurcsand 
reports. And that thou riiayft have thc„utm6ft relief that I can procure thee 
for the time to come, I lhall agree with my Bookfellcrs, to fell all that I 
publifh ac rhrcc farthings a tfiect,ancl toprint enc price ot every book at the 
bottom of the Title page. 

FartmB. 

^ c h a r d B a x t e r . 




