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he Charch containingthe works of their
Titms, . ) But weno where find. thag
this is made any parr of their- work, to.make new Teaching
figns and Ceremonies,and impofe them onthe Church,ner have
they any diredions for (acha work : which furely they much
needed, if it had been their work indeed. ;

§. 24. Reaf. 22: When we once begin to letin humane Mys
ftical Rites, we fhall sever kpow where to flop,or make an end,
On the fame ground that one Age inventeth three or four,the
next think they may add as many , and fo itwill grow to be a
point of devotion , to add a new Ceremony (as at Rome it
h,_a_%dpn,e.); till we have more then we well know whatto do
with.. e e R e T R S
_.§. 25, Reaf.23. And:the miferable plight that the Chriftian
world hath lainin many ages by Ceremonies, may warn Us to
bewife. . Anguftine complaineth thatin ‘his time the Church
was burdened with them, and made like the Jewifh Synagogue.

~ onsto: the Paftors, oft
office ( asto Timothy,

pA "" mAigd HE, AL 3
deeply 30 faeremo us formalic:
rant fhews: - The Churche »

ion i0to igNo-

andCeremoiies:fo that millions of the poor blind people worfhip
they know not whew not bow-, . 4 nd if we abate only of the.
number, a0d keep up fome of the fame kind, :.'{,ié’&sc'n Sj{x{'bé[i-f
call Rites;of mans inftication, to teach us,and excice our devo-
tion ) :we {hall harden them in their way, ard be difabled from
confuting them. For a Papift will challenge you to prove juft
how many: (uch figos are lawfull: And why he may not ufe
threefcore as well as you ufe:t ree, wheg he faich he s edified.
By his numberas you {ay you are withkyours: SR
 §.26, Reaf. 24. It is'poé}in'coxi.ld‘er'éble' that God hath
purpolely eftablifheda {piritual kind of worfhip in ‘the Gofpel ,
celling ns. that God s a Spirit,and will be worfhipped in fpirit
- andintruth, ;. Such; worfhippers doth. Godrequire and accept ;.
Bodily. exercife. mﬁ%%‘%‘ “The kingdom of God is not,
in meatsor. in drioks,, buf. 1 Righteoufi s, and Peace,and Joy.
in the Holy Ghoft : . Neither Circamcifion ' 1
in Chrift Jefus, nor ‘uncircumcifion , buot a new creature, and
faith that workesh by Love,  God. would never haye fo_much.

esin Afiaand Africaare drowned t00 -

of Romeis worfe then they; baving .

ifion availeth any thing
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called men off from Ceremonioufnefs to fpiritmality, if he had
elighted in Ceremony. el

kd 527. Reaf. 5. T%e Worfhip of God without hisbleffing
istolictle purpofe. No man can have encouragement to l_:ﬁ;
any thingas a Means to teach him and help his devotion,whic
he hath no greund to believe that God.‘ will blefs, But therre
15 no ground ( that I know of J_to believethar God will blefs
thefe Toftituted Teaching figns of mans inyentions to the Edi-
fying ofour fouls. For God hath no where bid us den&heo‘;
ufefuch figns. 2. Nor no where promifed usa blefling Onrt 5
( thatever I could find ) And therefore we have no mct:m ag“r
Mment to ufe them.  Ifwe will make them, and impofe them o
¢lves,we muft undertake to. blefs them our felves. = for:

- 28. Reaf. 26, As vain thoughts and’ words are ¥4
Bidden us in Scripture; fo rio doube bt pin attions are for ;

den: bue efpecially in the worfhip of God : and yet more efpe-

 cially when they are Impofed.on the Church by Lawswith pes

Daltics, Bug thefe Myfical Rites of humane inftitution are vain.
Youcalf them your felves but [ Zhings indifferent: And-they af;
Yainas to the ufe for whichthey are pretended, that is, to Teac
#nd Edifie, ¢¢c. having no promife of a bleffing, and being
needlefs imitations of the Sacraments of Chrift.  Vanity there-
fore is not to be impofed on the Church, ‘My laft Reafon will
fullier fhew them to be vajn’ SO 1 - \
§-29. Reaf:27. Weare fure the way in ‘which Peter, and
Paul, and the Churches of their times did worfhip God, was
allowable and fafe : and that Princes and Prelates are wife and
righteous overmnc » if they will not only be more wife and

righteous then the A oftles in the mattersof Gods worfhip, -
bnr alfo deny their fnbl;e&s liberty to worfhip God; and goto

heaven in the fame
Panl went to heaven
rofs in Baptifm, kneeling in-receivingthe Lord:'SUPP'f ,and
many fach Ceremonics, why fhoutd not we haveleaveto live in
the Communion of the Church without them fwould youhave
denyed the’ Apofties their liberty herein?  Or will you be parti-
all? Muft they have one way, and we another?They command us
to imitate them : giveus leave thento imitate them, at leaft in

all things that your felves confefs to be lawfull for us.

way asthe Apoftles did. If Perer and

§.30.

withow, the ufe of Images,Surplice, the:



Dimslustis | ( 4_79 ) :
" ! §:30. Reaf. 28. Hath not God purpofely already in the
‘ Seriprure determined the Controverfie , fuppofing your Cere-
monies ( which is their beft ) to beindifferent. He hath in-
terpofed ifo for the decifion of fuch doubts. He hath com-
manded, Rom. 14. 1,3. that we [ Receive bim thatis v‘im/(z'n the
fairh, bat not 1o dowbtfull dsfpmtations ] (much lefs to iwprifon-
mene or banifhment ) [ Zer nor himthat cateth, defpife him that
eateth not  andles not bim thatcateth not, judge him ihat eateth,
for Guodbarh veveived him ] Nay we muft not fo much as of-
fend or grieve our brother, by indifferent things, 7er/e 13.
1521 sotheend, Anddo Chap.15.1.05¢ that are [frong enghe
20 beur the snfirmities of the weak | andwet topleafe owr felves.]
So-that the cafe is decided by ithe Spirit of ‘God expreily, that
lie: would have weak Chriftians have Tiberty in fuch things as
thefe ; and would not have Chriftians fo 'much as cenfure or
defpife oneanather upon fuch accounts. Andtherefore Pre-
lates may not filence Minifters, nor excommunicate Chriftians
on this FECOUAT ;- NOT Mag] enifh them, efpecially to the
5niﬂrydfﬁl#tﬂur§b;‘-‘ shAe gRICATA| 30001, duRiod ks B S0
§-31. Obje®. Bat thisis fpoken only toprivate Chriftians,
andnosve Migiftvases or Prelates, Anfw. 1.1f there had been
any Prelatethen at Rome, we might have judged it fpokento
them with the people. ~And no doubr but it was fpoken to

fuch Paftors as chey then had. Forit was written to allthe

Church, of whom the Paftors were a part. And if the Paltors
muft bear with diffenters in things indifferent, then moft certain-
Jy the Magiftratesmultdofo. 2. If Magiftrates are Chriftians,
thenthis command excendeth alfo unto them. God hath fuffi-
ciently told us here that he would have us bear with one ano-
ther in things. of fachindifferency asthefe. If God tell private
men thistruth, that e would have men born within fuch cafes,
it concernsthe Magiftrate to take notice of it.  Either the er-
YOr is tolerable jor intolerable. If imrolerable, private mén muft
not bear withit. 1 folerable Magifirates and Paffors muft bear
withit. Ttisas much the duty of Private Chriftians to reprove
an erroneous Perfon, and'avoid him, if intolerable and impeni-
- tent, asit is the duty of a Magiftrate to punifh him by the
fword, or the Paftor by Church.cenfures. If therefore it be
the duty of Privatemen ‘to tolerate fuchas thefein queftion,

by
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by aforbearnce of their rebukes and Cenflires ; thenisit the
duty of Magiltrates to tolerare them, by aforbearance of penal-
ties;and of Paftors totolerate them by aforbearanceof excom-
munication. . ‘Who can believe that God: would leave fo full-a
determination for tolerating fuch perfons,and yet defire tl}ar
Prelates fhould excommunicate them,or Princes imprifon, banifh
or deftroy them. _Some Englith. Expoficors therefore do but
unreafonably abufe this. texc ,, when.they .tell us that Magi-
ftrates and Prelates may thus punifhithefe wen,whom thereft of
the Church is fo ftraitly commanded to bear with and not oﬁ"enq.
 §.32, S0 Csl:2.16.to theend [ .Let nomangndge Jo#sn
Meas or Drink, or.n refpetof anholyidey. or of the new Moon, o
of the Sabbaths, erc.) Ver. 26, [ Whenefore if yebe dead with
Chriff from the rudiments ofthe world by as:thowgh living in
the world are_ye [ubject to. Ordimancesi? (T onch not, tafte nor,
handle not, which all are to. perifh with the ufing, ) after the com=
Mandments and doltrinesof men : which things have sndeed a fhew
of Wifdom in will-wor/bip and humility,andneglecting of the body,

ot in any homour to the [atisfying of the fléfh. ] Herealfo God

fheweth thae icishis will thatfuch Matters fhould dot be made
Lawsto the Church, nor be impofed on his fervants;; but their
freedom thould be preferved. Many other texts exprefs the fame,
which I need not cite,the cafe being fo plain. - W 103
§.33. Reaf.29. Moreover, me thinksevery. Chriftian{hould
befenfible, how infufficient we are to perform, the great and
many duties that God hath impofed upon usalresdy.  And
therefore they fhould have little mind to be making more
Work to the Churches and themfelves, till they can better
lifcharge: that which is already impofed on them by God.
Have rot your fclves and _your flocks enough to do  to ob-
Jerve allthe precepts of the Decalogue, and underftand all the
\doctriries of the Gofpel, and believe and obey the Gofpel of
Chrift, but you mait be making your felves and others morc
‘Wwork? 'Have you not {in enoogh already in breaking.che Laws
already made, butyou, muft make. more Laws .and duties, that
fo you may make more fin 2 1f you fay, that your precepts are
not guilty.of this charge, you fpeak againft reafon: The more -
duty , the more negle& we fhall be guilcy.of. Se'e.howv_th_e Lord
Falkland urgech this Obje&ion on the Papifls. - And ’{E(‘i’ c°b‘;'
HOLSEP RIYIO0 TR PR iderable
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fiderable, that by this means you make your felves unexcufs-

_ ble for all your.negleds,
you live up to the height of"Bvangelical San&ity ? Why then

do you make your felves more work ? Sure if you can do more,

it may be expected that you firft do this that was enjoyned
you. If yon will needs be Righteous (materially ) overmuch,
you are unexcufsble for your pnrighteoufnefs. ,
§. 34. Reaf. 30. Laftly, confider aifo, thatall your Myftical
Teaching Signs, are needlefs thinge, and come too late, becaufe
the work is doxe that they pretexdto: God hath already given you
fo perfe@ a dire@ory for his worfhip ; chat there is nothing
more that you can reafonablydefire. Let us perafe the particulars.
1. What want you in order to the Teaching. ofcur nnderftand-
ings ? Hath not God in his word and his works, and his Sacra-
ments,provided fufficient means for our inltrudtion, unlefs you
add your Myflicaifigns? Will your Ceremonies come after and
; E;:ch us better thep all thefe Means of God willdo ? We fee by
the Duleiples of Ceremonies , what er ve, 2. What
want you for the exciting of dull .’i%?gag‘% 'at%""d '!iztyg[gbf
provided you alrcady # Have you Ceremonies that can give
life, and are more powerfull remedies againft Corruptions, and
more cffeGuall means of Grace thenall the inftitutions of God ?
Or bath God left any imperfection in bis inftitations for your
Ceremonies to fupply ? Wou'd you have plin Teaching in fea-
fon and out of feafon? This God bathappointed a}rca?y :and
fetied the Miniftry to that end. Would you have men taught
by a Formof words 2 Why you have a copious Form * The

“omiflions toward God. Cansot

-

whole Scriptare is 8 form of words, for mensinftra&jon. And -

yet we deny notbur our-of this Form yow may gather hore
contraied forms for the infiru&ion of your focks. Carechizing

and publick and privace teaching are Gods own Ordinances.

Would you have a Dire@ory for Prayer , Confeflion and
Thankf{giving? Scripture is a Dire@ory ; 2nd out of it we fhall
be glad of any direGtion that you will gather for us. Would
you have forms of Wordsfor Prayer and Praife? Scripture
hath given you many : the Lords Prayer, the Plalms,and many
more, And if you think you can do betrer, you have liberty
to do it your felves. And is not that enough? God hath left
it indifferent to us, whether we ufe a ftinted form or nor. If

Qq¢ ~ you
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you be not wifer then God, do you leave it indifferént alfo]
Would you have a ftated day for el-worfhip in Commemo-
ration of the work of our Redem(?ﬂéjn ? Chrift and his Apoftles
have taughc you to obferve one, even the Lords day to thefe
Ends. Would you bave exciting myftical inflituced figns > Chrift
hath appointed you Baptifm and the Lords Supper, which fig
nifie the very fubftance of the Gofpel: Can your fignsdo more ?
Orisagreater number more defirabie ? Why may nota few
of Chrilts infticucion, full and clear, that have a promife of his
blefling, ferve turn without the additions of mens froathy wits ?
pper ofter, and with more preparation, and
you will need no Sacramental Rices of yourown.. If Chrifis
figns will not do it, in vain do you hope for it from thedevifes
of men,  Gods Ordinances have - no blemifhes and wanrs that
need your patches, Do that which Scripture hath cut out for
you, and I warrant you, yon’l find no want of fuch additions,
The making of the Law and Rule of Worfhipis Gods work,the
obeyingiitis yours. Its a coutfe moft perverfe when you fail
and deal falfly in your own work, to fall upon Gods work,and
take on youto mend that. Do your own well, in obeying, and

judge not the Law, and trouble not the Church with your addi= -

tions.

9-35- Yetftill remember, that we allow both Magiftratesand
ors to feg to the'execution of Gods laws,and to determine of

&y ¢ rder thereto that are neceffary in gencre. But
itis only 1. Such Myftical figns as i» genere arenot commanded
s, and left to mans determination, that I {peak of. 2. And alfo
the oeedlefs determination of circumftances, and making Laws

for fuch things as fhould belef: to the prudenceof every Paftor,,
. l3° !?fy'd 45 oecafion requireth. ~ 9

CHAP.
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Reafons for ozga;em z'n:):imﬂl/‘ tbings.»

. ~have before written,
1 fhall here annex fome Reafons to per-
fwade men to juflt obedience, and preferve
them from any finfull nonconformlty to
:he commands of their Governours, and the evill effects ‘that

. arelike to follow thereupon. -
“§.2. But firkl will lay gogether fome Propo{‘ tions for de-

cifion of the Controverfie ; How far we are bound' te
obey mens precepts about Rehglon ? Efpecially in cafe we
doubt of the lawfulnefsof obeymg them? and fo canno: obey
them infaith?

1§, 3. Briefly ¢ 1, We muft: obey both Magxﬁrates ard Pa-
ftors in all things lawfall which belong to their offices to

‘command.
a new worfhip ; But to command the Mode and Circum-

ftances of worfhip belongeth to their office : for guiding

them wherein God hath given them’ generall rales. 3. We -

muft not take the Lawﬁlll commands of oir Governours to
be un'awfull. 4. If we do through weaknefs or ‘perverf-,

nels take Lawfull things tobe unlawfull | that «ill not ex- p

cufe us in our difobedience. Our error is our {i n, and one’

2. It belongs not to their office to ‘make God

Q. qq 2 : fn
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fin-wH] not'excufe another fin.. Even as on the other fide,.
if we judge things unlawfull to be lawfull, that will not
€xcule us for our difocbedience t0'God inobeying men. 5.As
1 have before fhewed, many things that are mifcommand-
ed, muft be obeyed. 6. As an erroneous judgement will-
not excufe us from Obedience to our Governours, {o much
lefs will a doubtfulnefs excofe us. 7. As fuch a doubting,
erring judgeméc cannot obey in ( plenary ) faith, fo
much les can he difobey in faith.  For it is a2 known
Comwand of God , that we obey them that have the Rule
ouer x5 ; ~but they have no word of God sgainlt the a&t

- ‘of obedience naw in queftion. 1t istheir own erring judge-

ment that intangleth them in a neceffity of finaing ( cill it
be changed. ) 7. In doubtfull cafes , it is our duty to:
ufe Gods means for our infermation : and one means is t0
-confule with our Teachers , and hear their words wich
teachablenefs and meeknefs. 8. If upon advifing with them
®e-remain in doubt about the lawfulne(s of fome Circum-
ftance of order, if it be fuch as may be difpenfed with,

 they fhould difpenfe wich us + -ifit may not be difpenfed with

without a greater injary to-the Chureh or caufe of God,
then our difpenfation - will countervail , then is it our duty
to obey our Teachers, notwithftanding fuch doubts :
For it being their office to Teach us, it malt be our dutyco

 believe them with a humane faith , in cafes where we bave

no Evidences to the contsary : And the Duty of Obeying
them being certain,and the Ginfulaes of the thing commanded-
ing-uncertain and unknown, and omly fufpe@ed, we mult
20 oo the furer fide. g, Yer muft wein great'and doubifull
cafes, not rake up wich the fufpe@ed judgement of a fingle
Paftor , ‘but ‘apply our felves to the unanimeus Paflors of
other Churches. 10, Chriftians flionld riot be gver-bufie in
prying into the work of their Governours ,. mor too for=
ward to fufpe@ their determinations: But when they know
that it is their Rulers. work to guide them by determining
of due Circumftances of worfhip, they fhould without canfe-
lefs fcruplesreadily obey, till they fee juft reafonto ftop chem
i their obedience ;. They muft not go out of their own places-
: to+
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to fearch into the AQions of another mans office, to crouble E \
themfelves without any caufe. - -

§. 4. Aod now I intreat all humble Chriftians readily to obey
both Magiftrates and Paftors inall Lawfull things ; and to con-
fider, to that end, of thefe Reafons following., Rea/. 1. If
you will not obey in Lawfull things, you deny authority, or
overthow Government it - felf , which is a great ordinance of
God, eftablifhed in the fifth commandment with promife: And
asthat commandment refpe&ing focieties and common good,
is greater then the following commands, as chey refpect the
private good of our neighbours, or are but particular Means'to- -
‘that Pablick good, whofe foundation is laid in the fifth com-
mandment, foaccordingly the fin againt this fifth command-

~ ment mufl be greater then that againft the reft.

§.5~ Reaf. 2. In difobeying the lawfull commands of our fupe- ' |
tiors,we difobey Chrift;who rulethrby them s his officers. Even:
as the difobeying a Juftice of Peaceor Judgeis a difobeying of

- the foveraiga Power § yeain fome cafes when their fentence is
“unjuft.Some of the ancient Do&ors thonght that the fifch eom-
mandment was the laft of the firft Table of the Decalogue; and-
that the Honouring of Governors is part of oar Honour to God,
they being mentioned there as his officers, with whom he him-
felf is honoured or difhonoured, obeyed or difobeyed : For it is
Gods Authority that the Magifirate,Parent and Paftor isendued
with, and empowred by torule thofe that are put under them.

§.6. Reaf. 3. What confufion will be brought into ‘the
Church if Paftors be not obeyed in things lawfull > For inftance =
Ifthe Paftors appoint the Congregation to Affemible ar one
hour, and the people will fcruple the time, and fiy, itisdn- ;
lawfull, and fo will choefe fome of thém one time, and fome "
another, what diforder wilk here be ? and worfe, if the Paftors 8 g

3

appoint a Place of worthip, and any of the people ferple
abeying them, and will come to another place, what confufi- : |
onwill here be ? People are many, and the Paftors are few : ‘
and therefore there may be fome unity if the people be Ruledby :
 the Paftors; but there can be none,if the Paftors muft be ruled by

the people,for the people will not agree among themfelves : and- .
gherefore if we obey one part of them, we- muft difobey and dife |

: Q493 plales. .
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,pklafe the reft. = And their ignorance makes them unfic to
‘ruiec. : £

§. 7. Reaf. 4. Moreover, difobedience in matters of Circum-

Jtance, will exclude and overthrow the fwbfance of the worfhip

itfeli. . God commandethus to pray: If one pare of the Church
willnot joyn withaftinced form of Prayer , and cheother part
will not joyn without it both parties cannot be pleafed, and fo
one part muft caft off Prayer it felf, or feparate from the reft.

 God commandech the reading , and preaching, and hearing

of the Scripture, and the finging of Pfalms : but he hath left 1c
to man to make orchoofe the beft Tranflation of-Scripture, Or
verfionof the Palms. - Now ifthe Paftor appoint one verfion,
and Tranflation, and the Church joyn in the ufe of it, if any
members will fcruple joyning in this Tranflation or verfion,they
muft needs forbear the' whole duty of Hearing the Scripture,
and finging Pfalms in that Congregation, ~ If they prbtend
~afcruple againft theappointed time or Place of worfhip, they
‘will thereby caft off (he worfhipit felf. For'if they avoid our
Z"”“’ or Place, they cannot meet with us, nor worfhip with
§. 8. Reaf. 5. And when they are thus carryed to feparate

. from the Congregation, upon fuch grounds as thefe, they will

penowhere ixt, but may be fill fubdividing, and feparating
Ie ?m one another,till they are refolved into individuals,and have
lf t no fach thing as a Church among them. - For they can
-Jave no aflurance or probability, that fome of themfelves will
not. diffent from the reft in one Circumftance or other, as

;;lrees: did frog heir Paftors and the Cburcp zha:f:hey\ were of be-

8: 9. Reaf. 6. By this means the wicked that are difobedient

Zo,their Teacherssand rejeq the worfhip of God it felf, ‘will be
hi!ldengd in their fin, ami taught by pr(?feﬁ'ors to defend their
}mgodhn_efs : For the very fame courfe that.you take will
ferve their turns. They need not deny any Duty -inthe fub-

ance, but deny the circumftance, and fo put off the fubftance
ofthe Dury.  1fa wicked man will not hear the word preach-
Sd.'; be.may fay 2 am nor againft preaching ;' but 1 .am ur-
fatisfied of the lawfulnefs of your Time or Place, I am 5 jndges
ST .0R - mens
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ment againft coming to your Steeple honfe, or againft the Lords
Day]  Aod fo he fhall never hear, though he fay he is for
* hearing. I a wicked man will not be perfonally inftroded, .
or admonifhed, or be accountable to the Church or Paftors
for any fcandals of his life, nor fubmit toany difciplines be may
fay [ 1 am for difcipline, I knowit is my duty to be inftruéled
bt 1 am ot [atisfred thas 1 am bound to come. 10.yon when you
fend for me, or to appear at [uch a place as you appoint : the
‘word of God nameth no time or place, and yon fhall not deprive me
of my libersy. ] 1f a wicked man would not hear or read the
 Scriptare, o fing Plalms, he may fay that he is for che duty,
but he is only againft this and that Tranflation and verfion ¢
And fo while every verfion is excepted againft, the duty is
as much evaded asif it were denied it felf. = By this device it
is that the Rebellion of unruly peaple is defended : They
run to the circ#mfances of the duty, and ask, [Where are
they bound tg come to a Minifter ? or to ‘be examined by bim
inorder toa baprifm or Lords fupper ¢ or o [peak their confent
~ to be Church members,or to fubicribetoa P ofeffion,or o read
‘an Englifh Bible, or to hear in aSteeple-houfe, with many. fuch
like.] Thus alfo it is that they puc off famyly prayer, andask, -
[ Where are they bound ro pray intheir farisily Morning and £ Vithe.
sng? ] and fo keep no conitancy in family prayer atali, under -
retence of denying only the circumftances. - i
§.10. Reaf. 7. By this difobedience in

» '.‘c‘;w L)

things «wfull, the

. members of the Church will beinvolved in contentions, andfo .

engaged in bitter uncharitablenefs, and cenfares, and perfecu-
tions, and rfeproaches of one apother : which [candalous .
~ courfes will nourifh vice, difhonour God, rejoyce the enemies,
grieve the Godly that are peaceable and judicious, and wound
the confciences of the contenders. We fee the begioning of fuch

fires are fmall ; but: whither they tend, and what will be the

end of them, wefeenot.. ' B gy

§. 11. Reaf. 8. By thefe means alfo Migiltrates will be.
provoked to take men of tender confciences for fadious, untaly,
and unreafonable men, and to turn their en

violence againft them, tothe great in jury of the €D :
bedience in faw-

they fee them fo felf-conceited, and refufing 0 i

full circamftances.

emies, and ufe.
Church : when .
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$. 2. Resf.9. By this ‘means alfo the converfion and
eftablithment of fouls will.be much hindred, and people pof-
feffed with prejudice againft the Church and ordinances, when
they takeé nsto be but bumerous people, and fee usin fuch con.-
kentions among our felves. To my kaowledge, our late dif-
ference abour fome fuch leffer things, hath curped off, or hinder-
ed abundance of people from liking the holy do&rineand life
which we pro‘efs. '

§.13. Reaf. 10. Tcwillfeem to the wifel}, to favour of vo
{mall meafure of Pride, when people on the eccount of lawfull
circamftances, dare fer themfelves againft their Govenors
and Teachers, and quarrel with the ordinances of God, and
with the Churches : Humble men would fooner fufpe th;m-
felves, and quarrel with their own diftempers, .and {ubmit to
thofe that are wifer then themfelves, and that are fet over them
for their guidance by the Lord. There may more dangerous
Pride bevrft}xanifcﬁqd..in thefe martcers, chen inupra’tc", and fuch
4 rtriffes, :

§. ¥4. Reaf 12. Confider alfo what yielding in things
lawfall the Scripture recommendeth to us ? How far yield-
od Payl when he circumcifed Timothy ? A&. 16. 3. And
*ehen he [rook the men | 4y purified bim[elf with them in
- Temple | 0 fignifie the accomplifhment of the daics of
Purification ,  syysipy thar ax offering foonld be offered  for
€Oy one  of them J_and this for almoft feven ‘dayes,
SAE 21. 26, 27 wieh the foregoing verfes.

$: IS Sa v €or 9. 19, 20. [ For thongh I be free
fra m all men, yet bgye | made my ﬁ/f [ervant #nro all,
voas I mighs Z4n the more : Aud ware the fews I became
s & Few, thay 1 might gain the fews ; 1o them that are
awder the Law, 44 under vhe Law , that 1 might gain them
Hhas ave wnder the Laow s To them that are withont Law,
s without I gy ( being not withowr Law to God . bnz ander

e Law ts Chrift ) t‘gn' I might gain them that are with-
out Law. ‘To the weak, I becawe as weak,, thar T might
Lasn the Weak : 1 am made all things to all men, that I
might, by all means fave fome, and this 1 do for the Gofpels [ake,
@ec. ] Stady this exarnple,

.3,
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§. 16. Read alfo Rgm. 14. and 15. Chapters bow much
condefcenfion the Apofile requireth even among equals ,

sbout meats and dayes. And 1 Cor. 8. 13. the Apofile

would tie up himfelf from eating any ficfh while the world
fandeth , rather then make a weak brother to offend.

Many other paflages of Scripture require a condefcenfion in
things of this indifferent nature, and fhew that the Kingdom
of God doth not confift in them. ;

§. 17, And Masthew 12.1,2, to 9. you find that hunger
juftified che Difciples of Chrift for plucking and rubbing
the ears of Corn on the Sabbath dayes. And hunger jufti-
fied David and thofe that were with him , for entriog in-
to the houfe of God and eating the Shew-bread, which
was not lawfull for himto eat, nor for them which were with
him,but only for the Priefts : And the Pricftsin the Temple were
blamelefs for prophaning the Sabbath dsy. ] Now ifthings be-
foreaccidentally evil may by thismuch Neceffity become lawful
and aduty, then may the commands of Magiftrates or Paftors,
and the. : cb; -avoiding .of contention,
and offence, and other evils, be alfo fufficient to warrant us
in obeying , even in inconvenient Circumftantials of the worfhip
of God, that otherwife could not be juftified.

§.18. Reaf. 12. Laftly confider, how much God hath ex3
preffed himfelf in bis word to be pleafed in the Obedience of be=
fievers. Not only in :
‘but alfo to him in his officers, 1 Sam. 1§.22. [ Behold, to
obey is better then Sacrifice, &c. } Col. 3.20, 22. [ (hildren
obey your Parentsin allthings ( that is, all lawfull things ) for
‘this 45 well-pleafing to the-Lord | [ Servants Obey in all things
“gonr Mafbers according to the flefb, &c.] And Obedience toPa-
ftors is as much commanded. 1 Thefi§. 12,
feech yon breshren to know them which labonr among you , and

are over youinthe Lord, and admonifh yon, axd cfteem them very

_highly , &c. ) Heb. 13. 17. [ Obeythem that bave the ruleoyer
*you ,and [wbmit your [elves, for they watch for yonr [oulsas they
“that muft give accomnt , &c. ] So Verfe 7. & 242 L. Tim.
ks. ]7,&€0 : g % ‘ : {
§. 19, Asthe General Commiffion toa Parent,or Mafter, or
‘ : ‘Rrr " Magiftrarg

their Obedience to Chrift immediately,

13. [ We be-
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Magiftrate to Govern their inferiour relations, doth autho-
rize them to many particular a&s belonging to their office,
that were never named in their commifiion : fo your ge-
neral command to obey them, obligeth you to obey them in
the faid particulars. And fo it is alfo betwixc the Paftors
and the flock , in matters belonging to the Office of 3
Paftor.

§. 20. If a Child fhall ask a Parent, [ Where doth Gods
wird allow you to command me to Learn this Catechifm, or
read this Divines writings, or repeas this Sermon, or write
s¢? &c. ] doth not the queftion deferve to be anfwered
with the Tod ? The General Commiffion for parents to Go-
vern their children is fufficient; fo if a Schoolmafter com-
mand his Schollers to come to fach a placeto School, and
to take their places in fuch an Order, and to lesrn fach
books , and do fuch exercifes, ¢c. the General Commif-
fion that he hach to teach and Govern them, will allow
him to do all this. ( Though it will not allow him to fet
his Schollers to any Artifice or Manual Operation alien-
to his profefiion. ) So if a Minifter determine of the vari-
able Circumftances of worfhip , as what place the people
fhall come to , ‘and at what time , to be Catechized, exa
mined, inftru@ed , &c. what Tranflation or Verfion of Pfalms
to ufe, what Utenfils to. make ufe of abont Gods fervice,
or fuch like, he is warranted for this by his General Com-
miffion. And if be mifs it in the manner, by choofing in-
convenient citcumftances, or by unneceffary determination
of points that fhould rather be left undetermined to liberty,
though this be his own fin , it will. not excufe the people
from obedience ; ;uniefs the error of his dire@ions be fo
great ‘as would froftrace the Qrdinance it felf,or do more harm
then our difobedience woulddo ; which in Circumftancials is
“rarely found. e z
B 8 And thus I have finifhed this difcourfe of Ceres
“tonies ; ‘a Subje@ that may feem unfealonable at fuch a
_time when we are disburdened of Ceremonies. But the of-
fence and vehement accufations of the Ceremonions, hath made
it feem neceffary to me , while they accufe Diffenters of

fchifm.
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{chifm~ and ‘obftinacy , ‘end reproach’ them as Puritans, and
feem ready to a@ their' fecond paryin cafting sout zhofe -
that be not of their mind,if it ‘'were in“their power : ‘when'
yer they call the Ceremonies but zhings in)i’}%rut ; and
Preachers and Gods Ordinances are not Iwdifferent things to us,

satisfattion tocertain € A L () M N 14T ;o._‘I‘c‘ s.

Am informed from Lozdon, and feveral parts of theLand, that fome
Iof my Books having lately been fold atexceflive rates by the Bookfel-
Jers, it.is fomewhat commonly reported that it iscaufed by my exceffive
ain,which fay theysis ar leaft three or fourhundred pounds a year, { thank
51@ Lord that doth not only employ me in his fervice, but alfe vouchfafe me
the honor and benefit of being evil-fpoken of for doing him the beft fervice
shat 1 can, Mat.g11,12. 1 Pet.4,13:1451 5,1.6. Blefled Augufiine was pur
1o vindicate himfelf by an eath, from the infamy of a coverous defign
whi 2iled by one oodly woman, upon a diforderly altion of other
oath 3 but yet 1 judge it my dury to imitatchim in patience,and in refcuing
the flanderers from their fin, that they abufe not their fouls by uncharitable
furmifes, nor their tongues by falfe reports. To which end I give them this
¢rue information : The two firft Books I printed, Ileft to the Bookfellers
Will 5 for all the reft, I agreed with them for the fifteenth Book, to give to
fome few of my friends,hearing that fome othersagreed for the tenth. Some-
time my fifteenth Book coming not to an hundred,and fometime but to few
more,when of Pra&ical Books I needed fometime 8o0.to give away.Becaufe
1 was fcarce rich enough to buy {o many,I agreed with the Bookfeller, (my
Neighbour,) toallow 18.d. a Ream (which is nor a penny a qpire,? oue of
his own gain towards the buying of Bibles, and fome of the practical Books
which he printed, fer the poor : Covenanting with him, that he thould fell
- my Controyer{al Writings as cheap , and my Pra&tical Writings fomewhat
ipettheén books. ase ordinarily fold. To this hour I never received for my -
felf'one penny of mony ronithem for any of my Writings, to thebeft of my
remembrance : bur if itfell out that my part came to more thanl gave my
friends, 1 exchanged them for other Books : My accounts and memory tell
me not of 5.1i. that ever was returned for me on thefe accounts, which was
on literary occafions : fo that my many hundreds a year is come to never a
nny in all, but as abovefaid, in fome exchange of Books. And the price I
Fect onmy Beoks which I exchanged for theirs ar the deareft rates, is as fol-
foweth, [ Treat. of Converfion, 2.s. Treat, of Crucifying the World, 2.s.
_ Difput. of Juftificat. 2.5. 4.d. The Call to the Unconverted, 8.d. Difpur,
of faving Faith, 5.d. Of the Grotian Religion, 6.d. Direétions for found
Converfion, 1.5 8.d. Difput.of Right to Sacraments,édit. fecund. 2.s. oi.ld.f]
: Thefe
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. Thefeareall my bargains and my gains, “And 1 chofe the honefteft Book-:
- Tellers chat I could meet withyaccording to my fimall meafure of wit and ac-
- quaintance ; who told me, they ftill made good their Promifes.  Andnow

: :‘('4.92..)» 5

cenforious Slanderer, tell me, what thou wonldit have had me to have done
more 2 If 1 had got Food and Rayment out ¢f my own hard labors ;" had ic.
been unlawful jor -difhondurable,” when Bookfeliers get' fo many hundred
pounds by orie Book, that never ftudied nor fpent their time and coft for it ,
as 1 have done_ 3 -And yet doft thou réproach me. that receive. not a groat
But bécaufe 1 will nor oblige my felf to the fame courfe for the future, and
that thou mayft know at _w%at'rgtc;ﬂ ferve thee s Jet me tell thee, that in
thefelabors early and late my;body s wafted;my. precious time laid out, and
fomewhat of my Eftate; arid fomewhat of the labor of. my friends. - I can-
not have twenty quire of my writing well tranfcribed , under fifty pounds.
And who fhal} pay for this, or maintain me in thy fervice 3 Thaye troubled
a Neighbour-Minifter in the redious work of tranfcribing my ‘Charaétcts

( for fome books,) for which, n¢ither he'nior T had ever one penny.  Thefe
perfonal matters are unfavorytome, :4nd I take it for agreat injury that
thou'puteeft upon-me a'pgégﬂ{ggoﬁ ‘mentioning them. But Thave yielded
thisonce ro thy tinrighteous, importunity , that thou mayeft hereafter learn
what to believe and uter,’ and make more confcience of thy cenfurcsand
reports. And that thou mayft have the utmioft reliefthar I can_ procure thee

for the time to come, I fhall agrec with my Béokfellers; to fsltl%%‘lz-!ﬁ?fl
publifh ar three £: : CEX, 1¢€ Of cvery atthe

bottom of the Title page, ,
Bt Farewel,
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