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The Certain N ecefsity and Excelltwgiy

. of Hlinefs,&c. So plainly proved,and urgent-| -

-1y applyed, as by thé blefsing of God may conviace

- and fave the milerable, impenitent , ungodly Senfua-
lifts, if they will not let the Devil hinde them from a}

fober and ferious reading and copfidering. . -
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{ |Tobe Commgﬂé@a{;_&‘i by th‘e‘:Char’gtable, that defire the |

Converfion and Salvation of {ouls, while the Patienceof |
- "God, and theddy‘of ' Grace and Hope continue,
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T my dearly beloved Friends, the Tnhabi-
tants of Kederminfter in W orcefter-
thire ; and my Iate Auditorsin the City
of London™ Cﬂﬂﬁrming Grace, with

Patience, Love and Peace be multi-

plyed.

Dear Friends,
\@» Nce more, through the great mercy

o a5\~ of God, | have liberty to fend you
3 2 Preacher for your private famis

4 2 Jies, which may {peak to you (truly.
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and plainly, though not clegantly)
when I cannot, and when [ lie filentin the
Juft. 1 takeit for nofmall mercy thatl have
been fo much employedabout the Great and-
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‘Neceflary tfaing"s', iri'dcfpight of all the malicc':'\

- of Satan, who would have entangled me, and

taken up my time, in perfonal vindications and
barren controverfies-  As I never knew that
I'had one enemy in the world that ever Wasiq(-

- quainted with me ; {o thofle that knoy me, dif.

= fwadifxlg me from Apologies againft the accufa-

tions of thofe chat know me not | have {pared my
timefor better work, Though there is about
fifty writings (in whole or part ) againft me
publifhed, (by Infidels, Seekers, Eamil; s, Enthy-
fiafts | Quakers , Papifs, Antinomians, Levellers |
Covenant-breaker; s State-fubverters.. Churcl-dicpis

ders, befides iinpbtient‘diﬂenting Bretbren, and De-

pendants that took it for the rifing'way ) | T yet
find no canfe ( as to the prefent age, and thofe that
know me ) to be at any great care or pains for a
defence ; while malicious lyes do but make
men wonder, that wrinkled Envy fhouldbe fo
mad as to come o naked on the Stage and thew
her ugly deformities to the world , and could
not flay at leaft ill Wit had helpt her to 2
Cloak.icvg; ' ' g

L was allo when T firff inrenided Writing un-
der another temptation ; being of their mind
that thought that nothing fhould be made
publike; but what 2 man had firft laid ouc his

ool S -~ choiceft
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choiceft art upon s I'thought to have acquaint-
ed the world with nothing but what was the
work of Time and Diligence : Buc my confi-
ence foon told me, that there was too much of
Pride and Selfithnefs in this ;. and that Huinility

b]

and Se‘lj-denyal required me to lay by the affecta-

- tion of that flile, and fparethat induftrie, which
tended but to advance my name with men,

whenit hindred the main work, and croft my
end : And Providence drawing forth fome
popular unpolifbed Difcourfes , and giving
- them fuccefs beyond my expectation, did there-
by rebuke my felfifh ‘thoughts; and fatisfic me
that the Truths of God do perform their work
more by their Dipine Authority | and proper Ervi-
dence, and material Excellency | than by any orna-
ments of flefbly wifdom : and (as Seweca faith)
though I will not delpife an elegant Phyficion ,
yet will Inot think my felf much the happyer,
for his adding eloquence to his healing art.
Being encouraged then by Reafon and Experi-

ence, 1 venture thefe popular Sermons into the .

world ; and efpecially for the ufe of you , my
late Audicors , that heard them. Iblefs God
. that, when more worthy Labourers are fain to

Weep over their obftinate, unprofitable ;, un-
thankful people, and fome ase driven away by
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their injuries , and put to fhake off the duft of
their feer againft them; I am rather forced to
weep over my own unthankful heare, that did
not {ufficiently value the mercy of a faithful
flock, who parted with me rather as the Ephe-
fians with Paul | Afts 20+ and who have lived
according to this Plain and Nece[Jary dotrine

. which they have received : Among whom Pa«

pifts, that per{wade men that our do&trine tend-
eth to divifions, can find no divifions or feés:
Who have conftantly difowned both the Zmbia
tious ufwrpations which have (haken the Kingdom ;
and the Falions , Cenforioufnefs ; and crucl vio-
lence in the Church | which Pride hath generated
and mowrifbed in this trying Age. Among whom
I have enjoyed fo very large a proportion of
mercy , in the liberty of fo long an exercife of
my Miniftry | with {o unufual advantage and

{uccefs, that I muft be difingenuoufly unthank-

full if I fhould murmure and repine at the

- prefent reftraining hand of God': But I muft fay
-with David, 2 Sam. 15- 25. .LIf I [hollfind fa-
 rvour in the eyes of the Lord , be wilkbring me again

and [hew. meghes Ark and babitation ( There or

elfwhereufe mein his fervice) : But if be fay, |
I hacve no delight in thee, behold here L am  lethimdo. |

tome as it feemeth good unto bims.
And’
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And new with this Treatife let me leave you
thefe fewfeaflonable requefts. '

1. Be faithful to your faithful Paftors : Think |

notchat you can livein order and fafery without
their Miniftry. When you can, attend their
publike Miniftry ! Refufe not their more pricvate
help: Read well my two fheets for the Mini-
ftry : Where the lawful Paflor is, there the
Charch is : Be not either impionfly indifferent in

your worfhipping of God , or peervifbly quar-

relfom with what is commanded or practifed by
others; nordifobedientto Authority in lawful

things.

2. Maintain ftill your antient Loveand Uni-

ty and Peaceamong your felves , and improve

your company and convetfe to theadvantage

~of your fouls. Bedaily interlocutory preachers

to one another : Speak as the Oracles of God ;
and Preach by a holy, patient, harmlefs, chari-
table and heavenlylife. This kind of Preach-

ing none can filence but your owa corrupti-

ons.
3. Improve the profitable books which are

amongyou. 1. Read them frequently, and re-
verently, and feriouly to your families ; when

~you have called them together, and prayed for
Gods blefling: 2. Carry them abroad with

you,

A
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kP you , and when you fall into company where
-+ . you cannot better {pend your time,read to them
~ lpme feafonable paffages of fuch writings.
'3 Gicve or Lend them to thofe that need, and
P want either Purfes ox Flearts to provide them ;.
). and get them to promife you to read them , and
d enquire after the {uccefs. By fuch improve-
‘ - mentBooks may become fuch Seconds or Subli=
tutes to publike preaching; as that they may not
r} be the leaft fupport of Religion and. means to
, mens edification and falvation. : ;
E .-, 4+ Make fpecial and diligent provifion to:
E%T’%{"ﬁ% your fcplvcs and othérsgaga‘igﬁ‘l"dpé?y?',
A whichis like to be none of the leaft of your
P temptations.. To this end, I pray. you. reac:
well the fingle. fheet againt Popery ‘which T
publifhed, and give of them abroad to others
' where there is need ;. Read alfo my other-
* books againftit : ( My Safe Religion , and Key
for Catholicks , and: Difpute with Mr. Johnfon )
and Dr, (halloners Credo Sanétam Ecclefiam Ca-
tholicam : And when their {ophiftry -puzzleth,
you, 1. Call your able Paftors to debate it.
2, And remember that they have the. Scripture
and the far greater pare.of the unicverfal Charch |
andthe fenfes of all the world to confute, before
they.can make good the caulle sz of ambitious:
. e Clergy,
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‘Clergy. ‘1f you are but fure youknow Bread .-
and Wine When you fee, and feel , and finell,
and tafle them | then you are at the end of .

- -controverfie with the Papifts. Aboveall, fee :
1

that you maintain the Love of God, and a
‘beavenly mind | and mortified affeGtions, and
grow not opinionative, {uperficial or loofe in
-your Religion: For hethatis heartily of no Re-
ligion, is prepared to be of any Religion : Andit
is becaule men are falfe to the acknowledged
Trath, thatthey are given up to ‘make a Reli- !
gion of deceit-and falthood: Your fidelity to ' g\
your King and Countrey , obligeth you todo
your part to preferve the {ubjes from a dileale 4
{o injurious to them. Saith Dr. Sherman in his ‘
late [ decount of Faith 7 againft the Papift, Pref-
ps 4, 5. LIf Kings would think upon it, there might
be no Popes ; fince if Popes could [well -belp it there
Jhould be mo Kings. 1~ , b
- 5. Takeheed of all temptations to turbulen-
cy, refifting of Authority , or other unlawfull
means in the obeying of your palsions or difs
contents. As God chofe moft eminently to
Glorifie his Power under the Law of Works , and
the Jpirit of bondage to fear did much prevail ; buc
under the Gofpel he hath chofen moft eminently
to magnifie his Goodnefs, Love and Mercy; {o. ac-
| s ke). Ty
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cordingly is theimprefs made upon his fervancs:
: hearts : Lhey are animated by Love | for the propa-~
I gating of Love ; and therefore muft work wich
~ Auflruments of Love- And if we had well learnt
the Doélrine and Example of our Lord, and made
it our work to Lo-ve all, and to do good to all | and
hart to none, and with meeknefs and patience to let
) any hurt us, rather then do any thing for our
' own defence, which is- againf? the Law of Love:,
we fhould fee that. Chriftianity: would better
thriwe, when it would be better under(tood by the
praclice of the profeflors, Often have 1 noted
that a whole flock of {heep will run away from
the fmalleft dog, and yer there is few of them
killed by dogs , becaufe they are under their
k- Mafters care ; when 2 Woolf or Foxis purfued
3 by all, and few of them fuffered tolive. And
oft have ! obferved , that- when men that fhife
. for themfelves can fcarce pals the fireets, yet
- - children play inthe way of Carts and Coaches -
without hure ; while every onetakes it for his
~careto preferve them | that cannot take care of
and preferve themfelves. . Apd though the Deer
that is within the Park is killed when the Owner
- pleafe,yet he is preferved there from others,when -
| the wild and flragling Deer that are abroad. are -
PICY to..any man that. can. catch..or Kill therm. -
e o dded s
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el Bt Lie Jife Thaliloleic, anilbethat

lofeth it for Chrift fhall fave it

The Lo:d flablifh, ftrengthen , dire&®,and
preferve you to his Kingdom, and keep you
from the palsions of corrupted nature,and from

the {nares and rage of adeceitful and malicious

world ; I befeech you continue yet your prayers

for him that defireth no greater advancement in -

the world, than to be
. = The Jercvaitt of Chrift, and
Fave 74665 ' Helper of your Foy,

Rich. Baxter.
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The Contents,

Part 1.t

Reface : Thecontempt of Godlinefs rebuked,

=" Godline[s deferibed: Whar it comtainer) s and what
2 by Godline(s throug hont this Trearife,
Signs of true Godline(s,

pag. 1 :

Imean -

P-35 -

p-14.
Diretivons for fuch as will be Jonndly and fincerely godly,. P18 S

= Uke 1941, 43 Thedefign of theTreatife,

4 The Text explained, P.3, &c.
1. Obf. Neareft natural redation

the matters of falvation,. :
2.ObS. When Chrift cometh into the boufe

for the hearers fonls

Pt

sare not alwayes of one mindin .

p.8
he ss prefently at work

p-8
3. Obl, Whenibe war,dz);prmched we muft hear,- AT
4. ObL. The humiliry of Difciplesinthofe times, - ib,
T he [enfe of the Text in [even Doblrines,

p..10
Doct. 1. Oxe thing i Needful : It 5 One thing that ;s abfolntely

Neceffary; but they bufic themfelves abous many,

1-Whas-«

that neglett this
ore, : = p.IT
Inwhat refpectit is One, andbur One, ibid.
How the troubling matters of the World are many, P13+
How far the One thing i Neceffary, ; s,
Qu. Are nar sther-things Needf ul in their places 2 p. 18 .
The Application 1.4y way of inquiry , how yon have fonght the One
thing Neceffary, . p.20 .
- How airae Chriftian differeth from all bypocrizes, Piaz .
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1 Whatever you have been doing in the World , you have but loff
yonr Timey if you have not dove the One thing N eedful, p.25

g e A,!djogha've loff all your labonr, : p.26
3. Yosu have been bufily undoing your [elves, P29 -
4. Yonhave gnman’d your [elves, and lived below yonr Reafon , and

asbefide your wits, SREER e

T he madnefs of them that are afraid of being Godly 5 leftit make
- them mad P34

5+ You bave but nbufed and loft a1l your mercies, p-37,38

6: You have neglelled Chriff| his Grace and Spirit, p. 40
7. Yonr hopes andpeace ave but delufions andirrational Poe
Ufe 2. T lament the diffrated conrfe of worldlings, p-43
Ufe 3. Exhortation 2 What conr(e will you take for time £ “”’Zé :
Pras

Confider 1. It ssNeceflity that s pleaded with yor, poys
2. It i but Onething that God bath made Neceffary,  ~ P 56
3. This One thing isthat Good part, i
4. This Good part s cffered yon, and you bave your choise 5 Whether

God or the world, beaven or earth foall be yonr portion, p.61

Qu. How ssit inonr choice ? have wefree-will ? p.63
5. If you choofe it, it fhall never betakenfrom you. p.65

A full confurationof thfe ungodly omesthas demy the Nece[fity of & - v
holy life, p. 69.3n 30 Qucries.

Obj." It ssnot Godline[s, but yonr precife Way that we call needlefs.
The particulars of a boly life examined,p.83. 1. Much preach-

ing and hearing, p.83 ¢
2. Reading Scriptures, 3. and fervent Prayer, p. 86 -
3. Diligent inftracting families, p. 88
4. The holyobfervation of the Lords Day juftified, p.89 -
7. Stri@ucfsof life in avoiding fin, =P, 92
8. Therigour of Church-Difcipline, AR P94 : 3
Obj. It s bt few that are [o firict. - ‘ ' GENE i L :

The {econd Part, .

: CHa p. 1. Holine[s andits fruits are the Beft pare + Wherein the
) Happine[s of Saints confifberh, . 101. why woft men choofe
itnot, what 3 fet in the Ballance againftir, - p.110

o Thecxcufes of refufersan(wered, 324 & Gz
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Chap. 2. What he maft do in reafon, that will be rofolved which 5e

thebeft part undway : ednd who ball be the judge,  p. 114

Chap. 3. Twenry Queries for the full convittion of all Rativnal

men that are Willing to underfland the truth,that Theye is a Life
t5 come of Happinefs to the Godly, and Miferyto the Ungodfy:
With fifteen Queries for the conviction of Infidels, thae ) Go-
Jpel 5 the infallible Word of -God, p.130
L Thofe that have not read the fecond part of my Sasnes Reft,
and Treatife againft Infidelity , and doubt of the Truth of the
Scripture or the life to come, may read this third Chapeer ficft,
and fo proceed to the reft of the Book. S g,
Clem. Writer’s 0bjeitions anfwered, p.157
Chap. 4. Holinefs Beft for all Societies, p- 159
1. It aniteth all in One head and Center, p. 160
3. It hath the moft uniting, exccellent, powerful end of duty, pai61
3. Ittakes away the Ball of the worlds contention thar breaketh So-

Cieties,

ibid,

A It eftroyeth [elfifonefs swhich is the deftroying principle, p. 162,
S. 1t hath the moft righteoss Laws, 1bid.
Q. Itis contrary to all difturbing evil, ibid.

- 7+ decffetnally difpofeth the mind to duty, p.163

8. 1t cleanfeththe very heart, andkilleth [ecret fin. 9. It comenterh
Societies with unfeigned Love, ibid.
Y0. It maketh Princes and Rulers a donble blefing : Manifefted
in five particulars, . p. 164
X1. It maketh the moft Loyal and obedient [ubjects, For 1.5t makes
them know themf:lves, P- 166. 2 And to fee God in their Rulers.
3. Andto obey and [ubmit for confcience (ake , P. 167, 4. And
deftroyeth [elf-feeking. 5o dnd confifberh in Charity. 6. Procureth
Divine bleffings. 7. And makes men meck andpatient, and for-
bearing, 8. Difpofethrosoncord. o, Affnreth of the greaseft re-

Wards of obedience. 10. And confirmeth againft all semptations
to difobodience, p. 168

Obje&. Have not the greateft rebellions been canfed by Jour godly

#en? asthe Waldenles,Bohemians French and others nearer us p
An[wered, p. 169, 170, Jpeciallyto Papifis, P-173,174
12, Godline[s makes men true to their Covenants; ibid. -

13. It scacheth the true method of obe cying, 2 PuI78
14 It makerh men of publike pirits.” 15, It makeshit their bufi-
 mefs to do goed.” 16. It mukes men Jove encmies, and forgive

wrengs,
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" wromgs. 17. It intercfleeh Socictiesinthe favonr ard protetion”

P

. of God, : s Pl
18. Itis the furcft way to all fupplics. 19. It ésthe Homour of So-
cieties. 20. It muft be befFthat is fo beavenly; P.177

Chap.5. Times of Holine[s are the Befp Times, p, 178. Thofe that

- Jays 1t never was a good world fince there was [o much Godlinefs,

and [0 much- preaching , are fully confured by 1wenty Argn=

_ments . Andtheir cavils anfwered. p-181; @
Chap. 6. Holine[sis the only way of [afety, p- 196"

Chap. 7. Holinefsis the only Henelt way. The difhonefty of the

ungodly proved, - pidng: ¢

Chap. 8. Holine(s is the moft Gainful way « proved, - p.219

Chap. 9. Holine[sis the moft Honourabl€ way, p.232. A reproof
ef thereproach of Holine[s in England : And full proof of the
Honour of a Godly life. ibid.
ODbj. It tends to mzke the godly prond to 1ell them of their Hononr.
Anfw. Many Reafons for {4l confutation of this Objcction,p.258

The bafenefs of the ungodly, p: 265 |
Chap. 10. Holine[s isthe moft Pleafant /ife, , p. 269 Q
Proved : 1. From the Nature of the thing, and 1. From the Reve- : N
Lations of Ged,andthe KnoWledge of Beliewers, p.270 " :
2. From the will and Aff:&ions, the nature and operations of Grace
therein, . : p-277
3. From the qualiry of External holy dutiesy p. 282
4. From the Objeits of holy Aéts, p. 302,303
Qbjetions anfwered, p.307,308
I1. Fromthe Helps and Concomitants, p-310 .
From the Eff:éts, p.312- ;
Tbe Aggravitionsof the Delights of Holinc[s compared with the 1
Delights of fin, p-314 - '
Obj. Of the fad lives of Belicvers, Anfwered, p-523 .
Obj. Deth ot God command men to faft and monrn? p. 339~ :
Ufe: Reproof tothofe tha: can find nomatter of pleafure in a holy
Il.fh . 5 4 P 34t A
The greatne(s of their fin and mifery, P. 342 1
DireQions, Shewing [uchgracele(s perfons what ‘10 do , thatthy/
may come to Delight in God and Godline(s, x p. 348
Ufe 2. Réproof tothofe [elf troubling Chriftians, who live as fadly '
- asif “there were lirtle'pleafure to be found in God, . p.353
Configerations fikte cure this (ad difeaft, . e Pi%""’"
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« Qui, Whether it be nor Hypocritical affetation, 1, Jeem confordable
- for fear of difconraging men from Religion . Eully anfwered ,
Bt el St ves S Pr3gD
- Obj. Iconld rejoyeeif Tknew my title tothe promifes, . p.362
Obj. 1bhave canfeof [oriow, et R i p.36%
- T he confiderations profecuted, ‘. {aw " p. 364
 Twelve Divetions to fad [elf-troubling Chriffians , how -.tgj may
- dive a Joyful life, and find Delight in God and Godlinefs, p.374,

Errata.

Ag. 277. linule.for Low read Love 5 p. 351. 1. 3. for that once x. but once;

; L 7. r. fermentations ; 1. ult, r. [oweeter 5 p. 358. L. 30, for unanfwerable t.
_anfwerables p. 367.1. 23. 1. Phyficion ; 1. 38. after of x.in;p
or isx.are3 p. 375.1. 37.blot out whex ; p- 381. L 37. 1. terronrs,
Smaller literall qrrours and mifpointings being not many I emit,
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