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INTRODUCTION.
To all fuch as negle&, dlike, or quar- |
rell at alife of true and ferious God- \

linefs.

===\ T hath beenthemaster of my frequent
S sdmiration, Howis can be confiftent with : |
Bt/ +he Natural felf- love, and Reafonable- }
j 7t nels of man-kind, and the {pecial in- |

genuity of fome above others, for wen
(S HATIZIRN 16 beliewe [ that they muft die, and 3
=2t T2 after live in endlefs Joy or mifery, ac- !
cording te their preparations in this life, Jand yet tomake ‘
no greater amatter of it, nor fer themfebves with all their E
might to enquire what they muft be and do if they will be i
[aved 5 but 1o make as greas a bufinefs and bufsle to bave
their Wills and Pleafure for a little while, in the fmall ims~
pertinent masters of this world, as if they had neither hopes
or fears of amy greater things hereaficr. That a5 fome me-
Lancholy perfons are ceterafani, as rational as other menin
all matters [aving {ome one , imwhich yes their deliration
b - mekah
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maketh them the pitey or derifion of obfervers [omanythat
have wit enonghto avoidfire andwater , and togo out of the
way from a wild beaft or amad man , yet have not the wit 1o
avoid damnation , wor te preferre cternal life before a mer-
7y paffageunto bell : Yeathat fome thas account themsfelves
ingenuous, and men of a deeper reach then the unlearned,
can [ee no further shrongh the promifes or threatnings of God,
then through a Profpective or a Tube 5 and have no wit thas
booketh beyond a grave 5 yea are ready to (mile at the (impli-
cityof thofe that carewhether they livein Heaven or Hell,
andufe but as much diligence for their [alvation, as theynfe
themfelves for that which Pavl accounted dung..

Many atime1 have wondered how the Dewil can thus
sbufe 4 man of reafon , and [uch asthink themfelves no:
fools ! and how [uch unexpre(sible dotage can fand with
either learning, ingennity , or common underfianding 5 and
what (bift the Devil and thefe men make to keep them from
fecing that bave eyes, or from [ecing the Heavens, that can
[ee the [mallefs duft or atome, ~ Bus vy admiration & abared
when 1 confider, 1has the wit that ferveth to move a poppet, 15
ot enongh to Rule a Kingdom 5 andthat {leeping Reafon i
as NON€ 5 and that it i the very art and bufinefs of the De-
wil to charm finners to fleep and wake at once. Dormire
Deo, ac mundo vigilare : 2o be afleep t0God, and amaketo.
the world : A ndibat prefent things engaze she fenles,.
and ¢all off Realon fromits work : And that the [ecming.
diffance of the lifeto come, occafioncth he neglelt of fupid-
half-believing (onls, till they findis &s indeed as hand : even.
s Death though certain, affecterh few in yonrh and health
as it dothwhen they perceive shat they muft prefensly be
gone : Andwirhall, that & wan is not o man in 40t sill be be

confiderate : and that it is as good be withont eyes, as fbill 10

wink, We know what detained our {elves fo long i {leep
and folly , and we know whas makes w yet fo flow : azd-
28 therefore -
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therefore we ma) kngw what it is that thus unmanneth

others,
Reader, if thow be one of thefe unhappy {ouls 5 Whether

thy brain be [ofick as really 1o thirk that there s nolife to
come for man | o that shere needs no fuch care and diligtnce
#0 prepare for it 5 or whether thy heart oe o corrupt andbad
as to be againft the things which thou conf (e[t 1o be Good
and Neceflary 5 or whether thy Realon be caff fo faft afleep,
as newer fobexly toconflider of the only thing of everlaft-
ing confequence &nd concernment to thy [elf 5 or whetber thy
Heart be grown [o dead and fupid, as te be paft fecling, and
never moved and affected with the things which tho heareft,
and knoweft, and cosfidereft tobe [0 great and nece(Jary 5

‘which ever of thefe be thy [ad condition, 1 have now this one

sequeft tothee, as a friend that truly defiresh thy falvations
and 1 tender it tothee with as carneft a defire , as if thow

awef} me upor my knees intreating thee for the Lovds [ake
and for thy [ouls [ake, and asever thow bepeft for the com-
fort of adying man, and as ever thou care [t what becomses of
2by foul for ever , and asever thow wilt anfwer it 10 Chrift
andthy ewn confcience with peace at laft,that thon neither de-
ny me, nor put me off with a carele[s reading, mor with con-
tempt or difregard = Myrequeft to thee is bus this reafonable
thing 5 [ That theu wile {o long make a ftand in thy way,
and grant me fo much of thy time, as once to read
throaghout this 7restife, and SERIOUS LT 1O

CONSIDER of what theu Readeft, and heartily to

beg of God upon thy knees, to teach thee and lead thee

into the trath, and then tobe true to Godand to thy

Confcience, and Refolvedly to do that which thou art
convinced is Right, and Beft, and Neceffary. ] This i all
my requeft to thee at the prefent : Put menot off with a de-
nyall or neglect, as thow wilt anfwer itto God , and as thon

wilt nos be 4 wilful [elf-condewner : Haft thow [pent [o mary
(62) bowrs
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“ Bowrs and dayes in wain , and cannot 1 beg a few hours of

thee, to Read and Think of thy Everlafling flate 2 If.
thon dareft zos Read and Think of what cam be faid about
fuch things as thefe, itis a fign thycafe is indeed Jobad, thas
2hon hafl mereneed then others to Read and Think of thews.
1 know the Devil dare not give thee leave todit, if be can
binder thee; for fearleft thy eyes fhould be openedto fee, and
thy heart awakened to feel | the things which be [0 labonwreth
10 keep away from thy fight and feeling , till it be 100 late :
And wils thow grant hins his de fireto thy damnation, or Chrift
and his [ervants their defire 10 thy falvation 2 Think of is:
wel before thew anfwer it by word or deed.

Being in hope that thou haft granted my requeft (10 Read,
Confider, Pray forhelp, and faithfully do what God
fhall teach thee'y 1hallnow begin 1o open thee the way to the
watter of this Treatife » The [umme of my bufinefs is to
geach thee, 1 Tim, 4, 8. that [ bodily exercife (in Reli=
gion ) profiteth litle, but Godlinelsis profitable to all
things, having the promife of the life that now.s, and
of that which is to come. J I think it meet thereforeto tell
thee here in the beginning [ What. Godlinels is 1 which
the Apoftle diftinguifbesh. from [ bodily exercife ] in
maticrs of Religion, and which 1 have proved [o Necefla-
ry and Excellent in this Treatife. And thus 1mufl do, -
1, left thou deceive thy foul by taking fomeshing elfe for God-
binefs 5 2. and left thew lofe thy labonr inthe Reading of this.
Book, and bearing what Seripiure and Preachers (ay ferGod-
line[s 5 and 3. left thou wrong me and thy (clf (according
tosbe cuflom of this malicious age)), by imagining that by
Godliefs, I mean cither Superfistien, or Hypoorifie, or
Schifm, or that I am per(wading thee 10 [edition, bumor, or
meeale[s fingularity, nnder the name of Godlinels axd Re-

h:gion: 1 fhall therefore tell 50y diftinétly bere, What God-.
linels isindeed 5 and. Whatitisnor,. .

I
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18 Cenersl GODLINESS #4sewr DEVOT-
EDNESS TO GOD., 4ndall thefe things fol-
lowing are Effential tot , and of ind [penfible Necefiity to
Jalvasien,

1. Tharmaerially it contain thefethree things.

- I. The true internal Principle; Soul and Life of God-

lineis s which s the Spirit of God, Rom. 8,9, Tz Di-
vine Nature , 2 Pet. 1. 4, The uew, and [oft, and. [ingle
heart, Jer. 32.39. Ezek. 11.19. The feed of God abiding
inms; 1 John 3, 9.

2. The Intention of the true ends of “Godlinefs
which 4 the Rewardin Heaven, Matth, 5. 11,12, Luke

18. 22. Marth, 6. 20, 21. Rom, 8. 17, 18. The Pieafing.

of God and the Beatifical Vifion and fruition of him with
Chrift and his triwmphant Charchinthe New Jerufalem for

EVLr,

3. The Reception and Oblervation of the true Rule of

Godlinefs : which & [ the Will of God revealed partly
in Nature, and fully in the Holy Scriptures : ] 4% mnft

be in onr wery hearts, Plalm 37, 31. Jer. 31, 33. and with:

delight we muft meditate in it day andnight Plalm 1. 2.
To caft away and defpife the Law of God, is the brand of the

rebeHions, 1(2. 5. 24.
2. It Effential to-Godlinels thas 42 formally contain

thefethree Relations.

1. It is a Devoredne(s of our [elves s H1S OW N

t0 G OD asosr O W NE R, or Proprictary, or Lord 5
quitting all pretence to any co-ordinase title 30 0ur felves, and’

refigning onr [elves abfolutely Cand all that we hawe ) te bim

that by the right of Creation and Redemption s onr Lord,.

Pfal, 100. 3. ¢ 119.94. Job. 17.6.
2. Gedline(s containeth & Devatednefs of onr felves as

fubje@sto God a5 our Supream and Abfolute Governor ,.
t0. Rule.ws by his Laws, bis Officers ard his Spitit + 7 ogive’
(6:3.), i 4
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#p owr [elvesto be Ruled by bim as our Kigg: to Learnof

him as our Teacher ;10 work for him as our Mafter : to fight

under him and follow him 25 ouy Captain and Commander,
Ifa. 63.19. & 0.6. Luk, 19.27. Xc.

3- Godline(s containeth a Devotednelsof onr felues a5
Beneficiaries f0 God in Chrift & oir Great Bgnefacror.is
Loveand Gratitude. 0r as Children toour 'Rcconcil’cd
Father 10 Love him and thankfully obey him, 454
depend on him,and be happy in his Love.

3+ It & cflential to Godlinefs and neceffary to [alvatiorn
that this Devotednefle 10 God, be with 41rue Renuncia-
tion, Refiftance, and Forfaking of the three great con-
trarics or Enemies ts God and us :

1. Of the Devil as the Deceiver and Principle of
wickednes.

2. Of the world (éts Profits, Honours, «xd Plea-
fures ) asthe baite by which the Devil wonld deceive us,
and fteal away our hearts from God, and take np onr time,
and turn our thoughts from the one thing neceffary.

3. of the Fleth, 25 the rebelling faculty that would ¢x-
altit [elf aboveonr Reafon, and be pleafed before God, and
fowauld take its Plealure as our felicity and End, inflead
of the true felicity and End.

4. ItisEffential o Godlinefs fubjeively, that God
have the preheminence above all Creatures, 1. Inthe
Habitual Eftimation of our Judgements, preferring
bim asthe moft Great, and Wile, and Good 5 before all
others. 2. Inthe Wills habitual Confentand Choice 5
refufing all in comparifon of him, and Choofing him as
our Lord, our Ruler, and our Beft, and Confenting truly
10 the Relations 7n which he is offered to us. 3. In the
wills Refolution 20 {eek bim and obey him, and en-
deavonr teexprefs thefe impard principles, o asto prefer no
Competitor before bims,

5. The »
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s. The Soul or Taternal part of Godlinels confifting
E(fensially inthe things already mentioned 5 the Body of i1,
o Godline(s expreflive and v.fible confiffesh in thefe
three things.

1. i our Covenamt with God the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghoft ; osr Creator, Redeemer azd Sanéifiers
onr Qwner, Governour, and Faher (or Benefa&or. )

1t sseffential £o vifidle expreffive Godlinels, that there

be fuch a Covenint mades and regularly it 4 o be fo-
lemnized by Bapifme : And thofe thas are BaptiZed in:
Infancie,mnft necefarily renew, and perform it 1hemfelves:
when they come to age, and that underftandingly, delibes
rately, freely, and ferioudly. :

2. Godline(s vifible and cxpreflive confifteth in osr

Profcflion of that devotednefs to God, and that for-

faking of the Devil ,the world,and the i th,whichwe have
before defcribed as the Effencg of Internal Godlinefs, and-
1o which in the holy Covenant we oblige our [elves..
Chyift will be confefled bfore men, and will be afbamed
of them before God and Angels, who are [0 far afbamed of

him before men, as ordinarily to refufe to own bim and con-
fefs him.  The publike worfhiping of God in Chrift, in

Prayer, Thansgiving, Praifes, Sacrament, i appointed a5
the Profeflinggaéts, by which we openly-own onr Lord &

And therefore ordinarily the Aflembling our {elves to-

gether for this publike woiflip s nor to be forfaken,.
throngh negligence or fear 5 bat with Danicl we muft
pray though we are fure tobe caft 10 the Lyons den 5 For-
_though no duty be at all times a duty, et the difowning of

our God, or denying him, or being afbamed of him, or 1n0r-

dinately afraid of man,is at all simes 4 fin :and ordinarily and /
feafonably 16 profels tie Godlinels, our fubjection and:
devorednefs to God, # ¢Jential to Exicrnal Godli--

3. Vifible:

nefs, .

ot iuaals e xSl lll ) i
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F’r 3. Vifible Expreffive Godlinels dos elfentially confift
: in the Pradlice of our fore-deferibed Covenant and Pro-
feffion: That onr faces be truly Heaven-wards, and thar
our walk be in the way of God, thpongh we fomeiimes flip
and ftumble and if we flep afide 3 har we twrn uop back
again, butreturn by Repentance i;xdgur way : that the Jrift
| and aime, and bent of onr lives'be for God and oyy fal-
: - @ation: andthat there be in us no fin, which traly and bhabi-
/ tually we had not vather leave they keep: And that onr greas
bufine[s i vhe world be the pleafing of God,and the fsving
of eur [onls: and that neither Honours, nor Profits,nor Plea-
fures of the flefb. have the prebeminence,and be preferred:thas
Chrift be not pat under the Great ones of the world, nor put
after your commodity, nor pus off with the leavings of the
flefb, but that all be mad to ftoop 10 him, and take his leaya
ings: Allthis is of necefSity to falvation, and ¢ffential to
expreflive Godlinefs. :
By thistime Reader thon mayfteafily [ee, 1. that God=
: linefs & not an uneffe&@pal opinion,or dead belief s /f thon
F were the moff Orthodox profeflour, or Preacher in the
world, thou art ungodly if thou have no more. Al have
not TLaith that [ay the Creed 5 The notional apprebenfion, -
and the practical judgement are often contrary s The opi=
nion that i infufficient 2o change the Heart, 70 move the

will, 10 renew the life, (hall prove infufficient to fave the
Soul.

2. You may fee that Godlinels i not the adhearing to
aPatty, though fuch aParcy s presenderhy 1o fome pecial
~excellency, or calls it [elf the ooly Church, or the pureft
Church. Ir is a fin'to make 47d cherifh parties, divi
fions, and faions in the Univerfal Church, and it i
w0t Godlinefs to fin, 4 Godly man through weaknefs
may be of a finful party, bus thas s contrary to his Godli-
acls, He will worfbip God with s beft, and be where he

ey
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may have beft advantage to his Soul, and thevefore if he
cany, will bold perfonal local communion with the 620 and
pureft congregations 5 but not as [eparating from the reff,
and betaking himfelf 10 a Party fex againft the Church
univer(al, or 4 Party finfully diftant from others in the
Church univerfal. The grand defign of the Devil &,
when men will needs look after Religion, to make them
beliewe that to be of fuch a Courch, or Party, is to be Re-
ligious, andto truft t0 that inflead of Godlinefs for the
Javing of their Souls. And carnal [elf-fecking T cachers
are the principal inflruments of this deceit 5 who for their
honour or commadity would draw away Difciples after them,
and make poor Sonls beliewe that they muft be their followers,
or of their fide, or opinion, or Church, if they will be (aved :
The Papift [aith, Toumuft follow the Pope,” and be of our
Church, or you are 1o trsie Catholicks, nor in the true Church,
and cannos be [aved : And [ome other Selts [ay the like
of their Churches. And haw many thoufand g/gadl]
wretches do think 10 be [aved, becanfe they are fuch a
Church or party. But the Catholick or Univerfal Church,

#the whole company of Believers Headed only by Chrift:.

4nd Godline(s ‘muft prove thee a Living member of this
fociety,unlefs thou wilt be burnt with the withered branches »
And God will never condemn any one that is truly Godly be-
caufe be is not of this [ec? or party,or of that - And the Papifts
that arethe moft motorions (et and grand dividersof the
Church, and condempers of the juftified, hall know one day,
that Ambicion was mot true Religion 5 and that the name
of unity, and univerfality and Antiquity, were. sumeet
inflruments to be ufed 10 the defiruction of Unity, and con-
tradiction of Llfaixcrfality and Antiquity s and thar God
hach fec aparghim/elf the man that is Godly, thongh
the Accufer of the Brethren would caft [uchout, Plal. 4. 3,
And who thill condemn when it is Chrift that jattifieeh2
Rom. 8. 33, e 3. 7o

-
b s e S St b el vl Bt el i A SR



e i

- =~ A% ; 5
. Z T Cra)) :

“Towmay [ee now, that Godlinefs is not any meer exter-
nal a&or worthip : External worthip there muft be, and
that with all decencie and reverent behavionr < but it is
hypocrifie if there be nothing but the Corps withous the
Internal Godlinels which is the life and foul. Bodily
exercifeds here bythe Apoftle diftinct fram Godliaels.

4. Toumay now [ee thar Godlinels is ot the meer fox-
bearance of the omsward acts or practice of any fin. For
elfe afleep, or a prifon might make a man Godly by re-
Siraining bim from the aitsof fin: Heis ungodly that had
rather live inthe fin whichthrongh [ome reflraint he doth
forbear.  1f you would do it, you have done it, i# Gods
account.

S You may [ec alfo that whatfvever Religion[nefs 0bedisnce,
or Endeavonrs [ubject Chrift to the flefh and world, and make
bim give place tothem and come bebind, do not deferve the
nameof Godlinels. You arenot Godly, how far [ocver
elfe you goe, if God and your Salvation take wot place

before all the honours, profits and pleafures of the world.

As beis not God that hath any Greater, Wifer or Better
thew bimfelfs fo that is mot Godlinels which giveth the
precedency praétically to any thing but God : that pretendetb
rever (o highly to Honour hims, and yet more eftcemerh their
own Honosr with the world : or that profefeth Love and .
Obedience to him, and yet Loverh and obeyeth a Luf} before
bim, and [ets more by Love and Obedience to themfelves,
then by their owun or other mens Love or Obedience 10 God.
Al thefe are the cheating counterfeits of Godlinefs,

- 6. And if none of thefe be Godlinefs, much lefs doth

it confift in any_fin : in fuperftition, 1dolatry, or in cru-

elty, blood and perfecution through a carnal zeal: in abring-
ing all others by violense to our prond impions wills : in mure
muring, [edition, rebellion, or refiting lawful Powers , nder
pretence of propagating religion : Gedline[s confifteth n:t.
».
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in Fefuitical contrivances, and undermining others, and

equivocations and pious frawds : in diftsrbing Kingdoms,

killing Kings, blowing up Parliaments : abfolving [ubjeits
from allegiance, and giving away the Dominions of T empo-
ral Lovds if they will mot obey the Pope in exterminating
their Hereticks, (as is Decreed 10 be donein the Approved
General Cowncil at the Laterane under Innocent 3, Can.3.}

nor doth it confift in murdering thirty theufand or fourty

thoufand treacheronfly in afew weeks, @ in France, or much
above twice as many in Ireland 5 nor in burchering Chrifts-
ans by hundreds or thoufands as they did long agoe by the
Waldenfes and A4lbigenfes, and Bobemians : Norin racking

} 1% o : X ;
and tormenting them bylliqmﬁtzon, nor in frying them in

the flames of fagots, as in Queen Marics days, and fre-

quensly elfewhere : This is the Religion of the father of
malice,thas thirfts for blood, and nos of the Merciful Prince
of Peace,  Godlinefs is not the rupning to armi, and pulling
down Governments, to [et up the prond felf- conceited acitors
under presence of [etting up Chrift and preparing for bis
Kingdon:[natching in their dream at Crowns and Kingdomss
and finding when they awake that they bave catcht agallows.
When the Fryers had [pawned the turbulent people among
us 3» England, thas thought they muft do any thing and
overturn the Governments of the world to make Chyiff the
on earth before he is willing to 6ome, 1 muft confefs 1 oft
thoughs that their cunnisng was much more wonderful to keep
zrlfefeg peovle from being undeceived, then at firft to de-
ceivechem. 7o keep them (indefpight of all ‘our difco-
veries and warnings) in [uch furions blindnefs, a5 to zoe
08.and dotheir fathers work, and rage againft thafe that
told them their original, and whither they were going, . The
peor [edused people never read fuch Books s Fryar Cam-

Panclla’s de Regno Dei, & facerdotio Chrifti, &% -
(ca) whereis

{ifth Monarch, and bring him from heaven 1o Reign vifibly

G ki, 5 & e S
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whereinhe brings up all the Prophetical Texts in 1faiah, D2z
niel, &&c. which thefe men ufe, and laboureth to [hew what
« golden Age is coming o in which divifions [ball ceafe, and
unity become the firength and beamy of the world, and this
by the tniver[al reign of Chrift = and what a happy pesple
the Saints will be y and how they [ball then judge and rule
the world ( and, 0 the comfort | thesime is near 3} and ju 8
[wch words be uferh for his fifth moft glorious univerfal
Monarchy, s sthers now do: But when all comes to all, 1he
myflerie unveiled is but this 5 that Chrift muft reign by the
Pope bis Deputy 5. and that all Princes and Nations muft
[bmit and toop 5 and their Kingdoms muft all becomse the
Kingdoms of the Lord and of his Chrifi , 10 be governed by
bis Depury the Pope : and (the power falfly ca.’fed [piritual,
being firft well fettled ) the other Key or Sword alfo (the
temporal ) muft for unity [ake be pst into the [ame hand :
The Heavens therefore [houldrejoyce, andihe earth be glad
forthe Lord thus cometh to jndge the world : The fifto Mo-
narchy is at hand : The Univer[al holyreign of Chrift , nos
by prophane Princes, byt by his Holine[s the Pope, andby the
Saints ( the Fryars, Fefuites, Monks, and Clergy ) shat [hall.
. judge the world , to whom ere long all knees [ball bow.
But you will [ay , We are (o far from. joyning with thefe
Fryars , that we hate the Pope much more then you do. I
anfwer , Yo have received their frame of dockrine of the
Univerfal fifth Monarchy that s as hand : there is but one
thing ta do, and you are theirs § which is 1o conwince you thas
Chrift ismot to comse and reign bere perfonally , but by his
Great Vicegerent. And they that conld bring youto believe
things more improbable , may more &l eafily bring. yon -
20 them from your unreafonable conceit,.
Pardon. this Digrefsions I thought mees totell yon that:
Godline[s lyeth not 1n breaking the Law of God, nor in obey-
sng Pride, nor being vhe cnemics of Governmsent and order-

i
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inthe warld, nor in animpatient firiving by vight or wrangs
20 break away from the yoak of fuffering, that God for owr fin
(. er for biscanfe)) [ball lay upon sus. And now 1 hawve fully
and- difinitly sold o, What Godlinefsis, and Whatitis
not. :
And now go thy way, malisiows [oul, and [ay, if thou dare,

(45 the Dew:ls informers frequentlydo) that it is [edition s

or faction, or [chifm, or difobedience, that we dramw the people
10 wnder the name of Godlinefs : Hold on if thou wilt a little
longer i fuch impudent calumniations againft me and other
Minifiersof Chrift : Butknow thas thy dayis coming ,
awd that for 21l thefe things thou fhale come to judge-
ment 5 andif thow juflifie she wngodly, yet remember , that
[ It is not good to have refpe& of perfons injudge-
ment 5 and he that faith ro the wicked, Thou art Righte-
ous 5 the peoplefhall curfe him, Nations fhall abhert
him, ] Prov. 24.23, 24. [ He that juftificth the wicked,
and he that condemneth the jaft, even they bothare
abomination to the Lord. ] Prev, 17. 15. [ Wo unto
them that call Evil Good, and Good Evil, that put dark-
nefs for light, and light for darknefs ; that put bitter for
{weet,and [weet for bitter —— which jultifie the wicked
for reward , and take away the righteou(nefs of the
righteous from him : therefore as the fire devoureth the
ftubble, and the lame confumeth the chaff, fo their root
{hall be rottennefs , and their bloffom {hall go upas the.
duft, becaufe they have caft away the Law of the Lord
6t Hofts, and defpifed the word of the holy one of
frael. ] 1fs. 5. 20,23, 24, Let the malicions [erpent ac-
enfe Job before God s inthe end it [hall turs 10 bis own con-

fufion. Andif any of the Princesof the earth, will by Doegs -

be provoked todeftroythe Priefts , or by jealoufie kindled by

maliciows whifperers,be incited to doby the fervantsof Chrift,
as they did by the Walden(es | Bobemians,Proteflants inmany :

(¢3) : places,
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places, 8. we will remember the memorable words of

David, 1 Sam. 26. 18, 19. and les she fufferers imitate bing
i the fubmiffive pars, [ Wherefore doth my Lord purfue

~ after his fervant ¢ for whathave I done ¢ o what evil

1s in my hand ¢ Now therefore | pray thee let my Lord
the King hear the words of his fervant : If the Lord have
ftirred thee up againft me, let him accept an offering .
but if it bethe children of men, curfed be they before

‘the Lord ; for they have driven me out this day from

abiding in the inheritance of the Lord, faying, Go ferye
other Gods | -( By going wherethey are ferved, )

H Aving fully [bewed you T What Godlinefsis 7 1 nomw

befeech thee, Reader, to enquire , Whether this
defcribed cafe be thine 2 Art thow Devered to God withous
veferve, as being not thine own but his 2 And haft thou de-
woted all thon haff to him with thy [elf , to be nfed according
20 bis Will ? A1t thow more [ubjeited to bis Anthority,
and obfervant of his Laws and Government, then of mans ?
and can bis word do more with thee > toen the word of any
mortal man, or then the viclence of thy lufts and pafSions ?
Ars thow beartily engazed'to him as thy felicity , and doft
thon give up thy [cIf 10 bim in filial Love, dependance and
obfervance, as tothy deaveft friend and Father ? Doff thos

% bnggfﬁ efteem him, andrefolvedly choofe bim, and fin-

cerely feek Jim , preferring nothing in thy Eftimation 2

- Choice, Refolution, or Endeavour befare hine ? 77y by
#hefe and the other particulars in the Defeription, whether

You are Godly or ungodly 5 and do it fasrhfally 5 for the day
% at hand, when the ungodly fball nor ftand in judgement’,
nor finners inthe Affemblyof the L 2% Ao o el

A nd befides the marks expre(fed in the defeription , It
me offer you [ome from the plain words of the Textt, thar Yo
= : may
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may fee what God acconvteth Godlinefs , and confequently
how 10 judge your Jelves. :

1, InJohn 3, 3,5,6. it iswritten , Verily except a
man be born again, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of
God — That which is born of the flefhis flefh, and
that which is bornof the Spirit is Spirit. 7 2 Cer. 5, 17.
If any man be in Chrift,he is a new creature 5 old things
are pafled away , behold all things are become new, ]
Rom. 8.9, If any manhave not the {piric of Chrift, the
fame is none of his, ' ‘

From thefe Texts you [ee, that a beart and life made new
by the Spirit of Fefus Chrift, i abfolutely neceffary to true
Godlinefs, :

2, Pfalm 119. 5. O that my wayes were diretted to
kecp thy Statates. 3 Rom. 7. 18. To will is prefent with
me. ] Pfalm 73, 25. Whom have I in heaven but thee,
and there is none onearth, . ) Ifs. 26. 8, Thedefire
og our foul is to thy name , and to the remembrance of
thee. 7 L ,

From the[e and [uch like texts it is evidest | that [ The
principal defires of a godlyman, and the choice of his willyis
10 be what God would have him be, ]

3. Pfalm 1. 2. His delight is in the Law of the Lordy
and therein doth he meditate day and nighe, 1 Pes. 2. 2.
As new bora babes defire the fincere milk of the Word,
that ye may grow thereby. ] Lake 10. 42,

From thefe and [uch like Texts it is manifefbs [ That ak <
the Godly ds Love the iVord of God, as the food of their fouls,

and the direltor of their liwes. ]

4. «AMatth. 6. 20,21, 33, Lay up for your felves a .
treafure in heaven, ¢s. For. where your. treafure is,
there will your hearts be alfo : Seek firft the Kingdom: -
of God and his righteou(nefs, ] Matth.7.13. Luke24, .

L Enter in at the ftrait gate — ftrive to enter in——

for »
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for many fhall feek and {hall not be able. 7 2 Pet, 1, 10,
Give diligence to make your calling and eleion fure, ]
RO TN TT. : <
 Fromthefe and[ach texts you mdy difcerny thas [ Godlinefs
confiffesh in fuch diligence for (alvation , as 10 [eck it before
any earthlything \and nos 10 think the labonr of 4 hely life
too much forit. | :
i 5. Rom.8.1,5,6,7,8,13. Gal.5,18,19. Read thems
’ and you will fee that [ Godline[s confifteth in living after
) the [pirit, and nos afier the flefh, and in mortifying the deeds
) of the body by the [pirit, Living net by fenfuality, but by
Faith. ] : ;

6. Fobn3. 19,20, [ And this is the condemnation,
that light is come into theworld , and men loved dark-
nefs racher then lighe, becaufe their deeds were evil : For
every one that doth evil hateth the light, neither cometh
to the light, left his deeds fhould be reproved : buat he
that doth truth cometh to thelight, & ] 1 King. 21.7,8:
And the King of Ifrael {aid to Fehs(haphat, there is yet
one man ( Micsiah ) by whom we may enquire of the
Lord : butI hate him s for he doth not prophefie good
concerning me, but evil : And 7ebofbapbas faid, Lec not

-the King fay fo. ]

Fromthefe ard [uch like Texts you [ce, that [ The Godly
love the di(covering light , and the mof fearching faithful
preacheé? s but the wngodly cannot endure the light whick
{hewesh them their fins , nor love the Preachors that tell
them of their fin and mifery. ] '

7. 1€or.13. Jehn 13. 35. By this fhall all men know

- that ye are my Dilfciples, if yon love one another. ]
] 1 %0b% 3. 14. We know that we have prled from
- death tolife, becanfe we love the Brethren, ] rfal. 15.4,
[ In whofe eyes a vile perfon is contemaed , buc he ho-
noureth them that fear the Lord.
: .y g From
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_ From thele,and [uch like texes, it is evident that [ All
that are truly Godly, have a [pecial Love tothofe that are
Godly : bty lowe and honosr Chrift in his Image on his
Saints. ] , | . F
8. Affs 3, 42.6 4. 32. You may [ee, that [ The God- |
Iy bove the Communion of Saints, to]oyn with them in holy
docirine, fellow[hip and prayers. ] i A \
9, 1Thef, 5. 17. Pray continually] ZLuke 18, 1. |
‘Chrift fpake a Parable to them to thisend, thac men |
ought alwayes topray, and not to wax faint.] 475 9.11.
Behold he prayeth. JZech.12.10. 1 will pour out——
the {piric of prayer and fupplication ——] Rom, 8. 26.
The Spiric helpeth our infirmities; for we know not

what to pray foras we oughe, ¢, ]
From all thefe, and [uch like i1 is evident, that [ Prayer

i #s the breath of & Godly man : ke is 4 man of Prayer: -
il When he wantesh words , he bath defires with tears or ’
8 groans.}] ' |
10, Matth. 15.'8, 9. This people draweth near me
= with their lips , but their hearcs are far from me —— ]

e

Fohn 4.23,24. God is«Spirit, and they that worfhip
him, muft worthip him in {pirit and trath. ]

From [uch texts is is evident that [ Every Godly man
doth make tire inward exercife of bis [onl the principal pars
of bis worfhip unto God, and doth not flick in bodily exercife,
or lip fervige, ]

11, Fofb 24.15, As for me and my houfhold, we wil
fesve the Lord. ] S0 Deur, 6. ¢ 1. ¢ 1 Pet. . 17,18.
& 3. 10, Fph. 5. &6, '

From mry [uch Texts it is evident, that Godlymen de-

: E fire the fanciification of others , and make confcience of |
E 7 BT

[ the dutics of their relations, and would have their hoxf- |

i bolds o friends 10 [erve the Lord as well s }

they. ] | : |

e e {

' e j




, ; : > (18) = 2 “ » % .
12, Lwk. 14.26,33. & 18,22, Matth, 10, 37. Rem,.

"~ 8,17,18.

© Fromthefeandother texts it is evident, thar [ all things
are below Chrift and heaven in the praitical efeem of a
Godly man, and that he will for[ake them all rather shes e
will forfake him. ] Allthefe are Scripture Marks of Godli-
A4 ER X % re B T - 7
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H,{ving haftilyrun over thefe things to help yon in the
4 Tryal; Iwill add fome DireCions to help you'in the
practice, and'therein yet fullyer 10 acquaint you, Wherein

true Godlinefs doth confift.] |
Brieflyto lay before you firft the meer enumeration of the
chief points wherein found Godlinefs doth confift; to help

your memorics, while you feeshem clofe together. 1.Sound

- Godlinefs confifferh 1n a folid underffanding of the fub

Jantial points of Religion. 2. In a found belief of the
Truth of Gods word, and the reality. of the unfeen things.

3. Inanadhearing tothe holy Scriptures as the Divine Rule:

of faith and life. 4. Inthe Loveof Godin Fefus Chrift,
excited by the belief of bis Love revealed by Fefus Chrift:
5+ In true humility, andlow theughts of owr felves, and low.

~expectation from others. 6. In a heavenly mind that'

moft regardeththe things above, and [ceketh them as our only ‘
felicity at home.. 7. 15 [elf-denyal, and mortificavion, ind

- temperance, and victory over the defires of the fefb. When
wecandenyour own conceits, and interefls and wills-for God's

and aredead to the world, and are not [fervants toonr flefbly :

 Mpperrtesor [enfes, or to the things below. 8. In thankfnl-

nifs for received Mercies, and Praifing the Glorious name of
God, 9 Inthe willing and asligent wfe of the meansthat God
hath appointed us for {alvation. 10, In charity or Loveto:

ol all
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all mew, cven onr enemies 5 and- [pecidl lpe-to srue Be-
Licwers. 11. 17 aloweto the holy communion of Saintss
efpecially in publike worfbip. 12, Ina tender defire of the
anity of the Saints, and their concord and increafe of Cha-
vitys and a trouble at their difcord and divifions. 13- 1%
dealing Fuftly- in, owr-places with all men, and carefully
avoiding all that wiay be injurions 10 any.  14.-1p frudy-
ing to do all the good - we can: and doing it 10 eur power s
 efpecially to the houfbold of faith. 5. I 4 confecionable
difcharge of the duties of our relations, as Rulers, Teach-
ers, Parents, Mafters, [ubjects and inferions, 16.1n watchs
 fulnefs againft Temptasions,and avoiding occafions sf fine
17. In’'[etions preparations for [ufferings. and. death, and

patient bearing them when they come. . Thefe are the things

that Godlinels dvth confift in. , ‘
Andnow our of 21\ 1 will draw up ten pracical dire&ions,

which iz a (pecial manner 1 would intreat you to Praétice,
you wonld be [olidly Godly, and not be deceived with names
.or conmterfeits. &R

Direit. 1. Be fure to live upon the fubftantials of
Religion, and ket them receiveno’ detriment by apretence
of Zeal for leffer points : Lay not your Religion in uneffe=

tualopinionss and let lower truths and duties keep their

places, and not be fet above the higher.

. Dir. 2. Seethat your Religion be pxincip-aaﬂy' feared

inthe Heart.  Underfland it as well as you can (left it -
be taken from yow 5) but never think it is {avingly yout:

own while it i but inthe brain : [o much yon believe 7n-

deed as you Love, and as hath imprinted the Image of God
upon your hearts : Ever [eethat your Wills be Refolved for

God and holinefs y andthat you be able trulyto (ay, T would
e : ( b

d2) be
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