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all mew, cven onr enemies 5 and- [pecidl lpe-to srue Be-
Licwers. 11. 17 aloweto the holy communion of Saintss
efpecially in publike worfbip. 12, Ina tender defire of the
anity of the Saints, and their concord and increafe of Cha-
vitys and a trouble at their difcord and divifions. 13- 1%
dealing Fuftly- in, owr-places with all men, and carefully
avoiding all that wiay be injurions 10 any.  14.-1p frudy-
ing to do all the good - we can: and doing it 10 eur power s
 efpecially to the houfbold of faith. 5. I 4 confecionable
difcharge of the duties of our relations, as Rulers, Teach-
ers, Parents, Mafters, [ubjects and inferions, 16.1n watchs
 fulnefs againft Temptasions,and avoiding occafions sf fine
17. In’'[etions preparations for [ufferings. and. death, and

patient bearing them when they come. . Thefe are the things

that Godlinels dvth confift in. , ‘
Andnow our of 21\ 1 will draw up ten pracical dire&ions,

which iz a (pecial manner 1 would intreat you to Praétice,
you wonld be [olidly Godly, and not be deceived with names
.or conmterfeits. &R

Direit. 1. Be fure to live upon the fubftantials of
Religion, and ket them receiveno’ detriment by apretence
of Zeal for leffer points : Lay not your Religion in uneffe=

tualopinionss and let lower truths and duties keep their

places, and not be fet above the higher.

. Dir. 2. Seethat your Religion be pxincip-aaﬂy' feared

inthe Heart.  Underfland it as well as you can (left it -
be taken from yow 5) but never think it is {avingly yout:

own while it i but inthe brain : [o much yon believe 7n-

deed as you Love, and as hath imprinted the Image of God
upon your hearts : Ever [eethat your Wills be Refolved for

God and holinefs y andthat you be able trulyto (ay, T would
e : ( b

d2) be

-

-'-\""E" :




| / - (30} ‘ :
be perfedt 2 and 1 wonld fain be better then 1
" am, ]

Direct. 3.Be fure youtake up with God alone as your
whole felicity, and think not thas there is a nese[Sity
of the approbation of men, or of liberty, plenty, life or any.
#hing befides God.. Do not only think that there is 2 God,
and alife of Glory for you : but Live upon them, and
be moved and aduated by them : Truft to them 5

and take them for your part.  Live by faith, and net by,
Aight.. : :

Direél. 4. Live daily upon Chrift as the only Media-
tor, without whem we have ne accefs to God, acceptance
with him, or receivings from him. Lok for all thas
you bave from God to.come by him 5 Live on. him for
Reconc liation, for Teaching, for Prefervation, for Commn-
nication, for Confolation, and for Salwation, Let Chrif}

make your thoughts of God more familiar, as. now Reconci=
led and Condefcending tous.

Direit. 5. Obey the fan&ifying motions of the fpi-
vit : and if you have difobeyed, Kcpents mot defpairing,
but returning to obedience 5 but [ee that you. live not in
any known [in, whicha {an&ified will can enable you to
avoid. Refift fins of pafSion but moft carefully take heed

~ of fins of intcrelt, deliberately. chofen; and kepr sp:as
neceflary or good.

Direit 6. Make itthe principal work of your Reli-
gion ard your Lives, 20 inflame your hearts with the.
Loveof Gad, as he is prefented amiable in his won-
derful Grace in Jefus Chrift.  Srrive w0 forther 1o

affeét




(ary
;;]}Mf yonr bearss with Fearsor Griefs , or other troubling’
affions » then as tendeth 10 the work of Love , or i 4 juft
exprefsion of it, Go daily to promifes,and mercics,and Chrift,
 and Heavengof purpofe for fewel 1o kindle Love : Be much
therefors in Thankfulne(s and Praife, which are werks of
Zove. Al goeth on fweetly, andeafily, and acceptably, rhat
# carryed on by Love, That s the belt foul | and Likeffto
God , that hath moft of Love to God and Godlinefs + And
that is the beft {exrvice, and likef} 1o the work of Heaven,

that bath moft of Love: Let the principal ftriving and’

pleading with your hearts be to kindle Love :. and your prin-
cipalcomplain:s for the want of it. ;

Diret. 7. Keep np Charity toall, even unto enemiess:

awd fpecial Lovetoall the Godly. and therefore hate
back-biting and [landering , and making the worft of ether
mens actions : Take them as thieves that corwe 16 10b you of
your Charity : He that [peaks evil of another | perfwadeth
youfofar to hate bim (unlefs i be in Charity , per[wading
501 10 [eck his cure. ) Hearthe reproacher and back-biter nn-
derfbandingly, @ if he [4idyinwords, ashe doth in fenfe,
L 1prayyonhase [uch aman . or abate your Lowve to bim, }.
As the way to caufe Love isto reprefent the obje& Lovely,
which doth mnch mere them to command me to Love it : S0
the way to caule Hatred , s 7o reprefent the objeét. hateful
or unlovely, which is more them to bid us hate our brother.
And be shat bateth his brother is-a man- flayer 4 and npome
[uch have etcrnal life abiding in them.. Awaytherefore wish
thofe Volumes of Learned flanders and reproaches, begosten
betwixt uncharitablenels and felf love , (or prides ) and
take thems as the Devils Books, that arewritien to draw thee
#obate shy Brother. Frown alfoupon the cenforious : Take
beed.alfo of divifions and pasties ,. becaufe they ars enemics
(43) T e

i)



By it
3@9“’@"%&1'149% 5 and are but Impofthumes or Biles of
the Church, where Zeal and Live are difeafedly drawn inis
8 narvow compafss andthatis appropriated 1o 4 tew, that

- Jhould be commen to all Belicwers. Cherifb meekane(s and pa~ -
sience, andreject all that carnal Zeal or Envy , Contention

-and _Animofities | which are comrary to Leve. Re

. ‘ R d
fiudywell shethird Chapterof Si. James, and tbﬁp"ﬂ;ﬁf’

John, -

Direct. 8. Underftand the precioufnefs and ufe of
time. Love Diligence thebetter, becanfeit is a Redeem-
ing of time 5 4 doing muych in a little time. Hate thas
whichwould 16 you of [0 precions a commodiry.

Diret. 9, See that there be no predominant felfifh-
nefs er worldly intereft unmortified at the hearr, Siugy
“dutyy and dois faithfully , andtruft God with Life, Effate,
and  Events : and. [bift -not for your [elves by [infull
wmesns,

. Direit. 10. Maintain your 2uthority over your fenfe
and flefbly appetites :.Captivate not Reafon toshe Bratifh
part 5 ¢fpecially under presence of liberty. Ufe your bodses

as may firengthen them , asd befl fit them for the work of

God : Let them have fo mauch delight s things allowed as
conduceth to this . but take heed of making the delighss of
and [enfe your end, or allowing yowr [elves in ap wnpre-
fitable pleafing of your cnemy ;5 or of corrupting your minds,
“and rellifhing 100 much [weetnefs in the thingsof the flefb,
and lofing your rellifb of Spiritual things. Ses not the bait too
#earyou : Keep the Gun-powder from the fire. He ihas be-
lieweth shat if cver he be damned, it will be for Pleafing bis
flefb before God s and if ever be be faved, be muft be firft and

-

‘
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 ovincipally faved from the inordinate Pleafures of the flefh s
{,;[z ”fg be [0 forward a5 brutith Infidels are, to feck o{:zt for
delights » and plead for all thas pleafeils them as harms

- l"/:’.* »

< Having thus in the Intreduilion [bewed you [ What
- Godlinels is, ] and How it may be known 5 and What
youmuftdo re be foundly and fincerely Godly, I hope -
yomare prepared for the following Difconr[e, of the Certan:
Neceflity end Excellency ¢f Godlinels, which tends to
 feschover the delaying, refifting , unrefolved wills, of
thofe that are yet 1n the BRUTISH flate , and are
JErangers to the Difpofitions , Employments , Defires,.
- Hopes and Joyes of true Beltevers, The Lord concurre effe<
 Clually wish bis Bl;{{:’ng!. Amen.. :
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Lux s 10, 41,42,

‘ And Fefus anfwered and [aid unto her , Martha, Martha

1 ‘thos art careful and trosbled abont many things 5 but One
8 ‘thing i Needful : and Maty hash chofen the good part
1 which (hall nes be taken away from ber, '

28 N order o the decifion of the Great Con- -

' f ) troverfie practically managed through the
s r : the world, Whetber Godline(s, or worldlsne(s
p | 2N\ and fenfuality be berter 2 1 have already per-
] @& formed the firft part of my task, in proving
- oSS the Certainty of the Principles of Godline(s,
S SRELD) and of Chriftianity 5 which of it felf will

g SNSRI ferr the Conclufion, which Iundertake
e to prove; that the Reafons for Godline[s are fo [ure , and clear,

and greqr, that every one muft be 4 S AINT or 4
B RUT E : Hethat will not choofealifeof HOLINES S,
hath no other to fall intobut a life of SENST ALITY :
Either the [#periour faculties properto a Rational Natnre mult :
be predominant ; and then we canbenolefsthan S A INT S: |
Or elfe theinferionr bratifh faculsies willbe predominant ; and !
then, ( though from your #az#ral Powersyouare called MMEN; ,
yet ) if youmay be denominated from your istended EN D, |

and from the © § E of your faculties in order to that E N Dj |
youare but aningeniouskindof B RV T E § ; exceeding Apes I
and Monkies inthe cunning Contrivap(:?:of your unhappy de-

i

figns ; butincomparably worle in your fuccelles ; becaule you
= V s vourigass e o e e
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were indeed entrufted with the noble faculries and gifts of
M E N, while you captivated themunto your Apperitesand
Sezfe, and lived butrtothe. E N D of BEAST S.

g thatT have to do, for the conquering all op-

. pqﬁ&‘&s ﬁé this Conclufion,is, to provethe N ECESSITT
of HOLINE §S : which (being now to fpeak to fuch as

profefsto believe the holy Scriptures, )1 may eafily do from this
plgﬁrand pregnant Text : To which I fhall annex fuch cogent
R'E A4 50N § a5 may filence thofe thatwill notacquiefce inthe
authority of the holy Word. :
So greatis the difference between a dreaming Opinion in Reli

. gion ( calleda Dead Faith.y . and a ferions; bearty , praétical Be-

Lef , thatif they that fay (and dobut fay ) theybelieve the ho-
lyScriptires, and yetate wigod/y, had foundly-Believed;” Con-
fidered and digefted this very Texc , it would have made facha
change bothin their Heartsand Lives, 8s would have told them
by happy experience,,.that the Gofpel is nota dead letter, nor
faving faith alifelefs inefleGtual ‘thing ; and that God fentnot -
his fon into the world only, to be complemented with, and reve- -
rently treated With 4 few good words ; nor his Gofpel and Miri-
frers meerly tobe enterrained with a demure, filent, and refpet-
fulaudience ;nor hath propofed his Kingdom to be meerly ghe
master of commendation or difcourfe : But that as man isa
éréature 6f-a Noble and Capacions Nature, fo be hath-an high
and ‘nobfe Zyd", ‘and confequently :fh'éibighél%.%blﬁy ent for
bis Reafon’s and that Religion is themot NECESS ART,
and muftbe the moft S E R 10°D'S bufinelsinthe world. Did
they believe ‘this Text , ‘as verily as they pretend t0 believethe
mbitjons ‘and make thie préud dfhamed of thir glory, and
fetele thedrunken alpiring ‘minds®of thofe that thinkit worth
more than-their falvation , to fituponithe higheft pearch # It
\quld call off the covetous worldling from his immoderace feek=

: Gofpei,xt\ggﬂ&‘h&p to the' recovery of the undérftandings of

ing proyifiots for the flefh ] and fave them that are drowned:in
th g : Bﬁi?f’cg"ﬁy‘ﬂﬁ'&gihgﬂthm-mc ‘e and neceffary
e . ould fparethem many a vesatious thought,and a

weat deal of unneceffary labour , and prevent the fhame and.
Horrour that'muft ‘befall them, when inthe ehd they find their
12bout loft, and all their expe&ations fruftrate : It would quitk-
1 Rop'the mouchcs whish prejudice, ignorance, maliguanten.

B cina
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mity‘and défiration, have p“&érjéd againfta fif¢ of faith ‘and"_feﬁ?
ous Godlinefs'’s and ciife them thar feorn it asa Needlefs thing,
to-make it their daily bufinefs and delight, It would tell the flug-
gifh fenflefs finner, that he hath work of, everlafting confequence
‘upon hishand, and that itis:no time to dream or foyter : Andic
wrould tell the Brucifh fenfualift thar chereare mote fweer and du~
rable delights ; and'the titfe-walting fool that time is precious ,
and he hath none to fpare and calt away, baving fo greata work
to do. Tt would fet men on feeking with greateft diligence, the
Kingdom which before they, did but dreamof ; and would torn
the very fiream’ of their hearts 3nd lives on, that which before
they ‘minded but as on theby. Tn"a word , ic would make the

earthly to become heavenly’, and the flefhly fpiritual, and the’

floathful to be diligent, and rotten-hearted finners to become
venewed S A TN'T 8, as all muft do that ever will be,ff‘-f"?d‘
And i§ thge wqr& of Chrift be not thus recgived by you, and
ork not fuch wo! Y AL IS A
33;%05 bf?ﬁﬁ?ﬂ{h’ihé Texr, ufe mens hearts are hard-
ned into a wilful contempt of the moft precious truths, which in
themfelvesare apt to changeand fave'them., . ... s
" Of all waies of Teaching , ,Hi{la’»ijggva,c}cbuhjé& Oneof tée
#00R effectunl ; “becaufe it hath the gre: 't&f&ﬁ@!yﬂ%ag%%s?}i”
appfehenfions’, dsfeteing our leffon §_;§?§“r_¢.dp cyes in the grea
‘chataderof Example, and not only in the fmaller lester of a ne-
" Red précepr. ‘Andof all Hiffory, What can bemore poyrerful,
then 1. Whiere one of “thie a&ors istheete nal fon_of Go :and
“that not abt‘)vlfduf reach in'Hedven, "'t“ﬁr ¢'in OBf gemﬁ%g_‘ggle
"ﬁagébft‘hs\qﬁl‘n‘xm% :2}’) ;Yﬁ', e, af&gfggté ij@gl
“as?mJ%’c'ﬁcryrcpra*cmﬁedm&‘nf,,t.{ ions of Al the world , ac
Teaft <
‘great queftion about which che world'is fo.muckidivided. 3. And
“whenthe mateer ic feif is of the gre: f%tfj’ébifxfsiq&}'ﬁn.cc;»,th%tj@gn
*éﬂﬁﬁwd';:&%%§?Wp§3ﬁ%c.em%h,';}fc;é 2nd fefolation
10f eurtiearts, and that expetiding of our Time,@nd that bufinefs

and employmentof on? lives, on which our Endlefs life depend- -

eth. - All chis you'have here fet our evento the life , beforeyour

“eyes, in'thie glafs of 'this example in my.Text : And cheLord of
your faces injt 5 and here, plair i

; if§_dpf;ﬁf’éai1 ;é)ﬁf'?lmsf g o
Snd Ay R 170 Sl Sk AoE 30 ~-lpﬁ§}‘§%‘ -
D2 ~ :
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ers onmenshearts, itis not becaule there 5.
e bt :

at live within the found of the'Gofpel ; and layopenthe
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(4)
susdifcourfe ; that might overcharge your memoxfes, orweary
yourattentions ; butin very drief, though fiy exprefiions.

As Jefus entred into Bethany, Martha ( who it feems was the
Owner of the houfe ) received and entertained hig : No doubt
but a great company followed Jefus 5 or.his Difciples chat ordi-
narily accompanyed him, at the lealt. AZ4rtha thinks that having

cegtained facha gueft, it werea great negle® , if the thould
t provide for him and for his followers : and therefore the is
bufie in doing what fhe can ; bat. the number is fo great, that
The is opprefied with the care and trouble ,.and. findeth. that fhe
hath moreto do then theis able : Her filter that fhe thoughe
Thould have helped her in fuch.a cafe,

5 is fitting with. the Dif-
ciples, at the feet of Chrift, to hear his Word, Afartha fecing
this, is offended

1at her fiter, and feems to think that Chrift him.
elf is t00 negle®ive of her , Or partial for her fifter ; and
sherefore thus pleads her caufe with Chrilt, [ Zord, doft thon not
care that my [ fber hath beft me 10 ferve alone ? bid ber therefore thas
Joe belp me. ] Asif fhe had faid » [ Isita fic thing that bath thy
felf and allthis company fhould be unprovided for , and have
ncither meat nordrink ? Or is it fit that all fhould be laid on
¢, even more then I can do , while the fits hearing with, the
Difciples ? Deal equally and mercifally and bid her help me. ] -
Andindeed moft people wonld think that this was bu a reafon- .

¢
n

“ablemotion, and that when Chrift was made the Judge between

them, be fhould have decided the cafe on AZarthy’s fide : But he
did not o : But 1. inflead of commending Aarsha for her care
and diligence , he theweth her errour,, by a gentle, bur YEER
clofe reproof : [ Aartha, Martha,thon art careful and tronbled
about many things ], 2. Inftead of reproving Mary for negli- -
gence of her duty in the houfe, he bighly commendsth; her for the
feafonable doing of a greater work, | Mary hath chofes the good
Part.] ‘3. He groundeth the Reafon of his Judgement on thg
different Nature and Ufe of their employments : [ Oze thing s
Needfnl ] in comparifon of which, the reft were all ssmzcefury -
things, and fuch as then might have been neglected. 4. And.

he paffeth fentence on Aarie’s fide, that the good parcwhich ﬂl:z ‘
hath chofen [ fall wor be taken away from. ber ) : In.whxgbh‘E :
not only anfwereth Af4rtha with an exprefs denyal, as if
fhould fay , [ I will not take off Mary from the work which fhe -
bath chofen 1; but.alfg on that ocealion doth point out the dir-

L——‘f rable - | & ”
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B¢ eanfcionably followed, as well as our fpiripual; For-God:

- s)
rable nature of the Good which fhe had chofen, and promife the
eontinuanceof it. : ’
. Coneerning Aartha, fome expofitors run into two extreams.
Some think that fhe was an unregenerate worldling , and favour-
¢d only flefhly things, and that thefe words of Chrift,deicribe
her farte as one that had not yet made choice of the on€
needful, and the better pars. But itisonly ber prefent ailio
Chrift doth reprebend ard cenfure , and not her ftate : :
tertainment of Chrift, and fpeeches to bim, and. other paffages §
give us great probability that fhe was a true difciple, asafter itis
faid that 7¢fus Joved her, Fobn 11.5.

Onthe other fide, One Learned Asnotator thus Paraphrafech
the words of Chrift to Martha, [ Thon takeft agreat deal of wn-
neceflary , thoughnot culpable pasns J; as it Chrifts words were
no reprehenfion of her, nor her courfe blame-worthy.

Butthe plain truth lieth between thefe two extreams: Mar=

tha, thongh moft probably a true Difciple, was here too blame, .

in_preferring a lefler dury before a greater; and- doing that
”";‘f""fWﬂé/],Whic{.in d'u]c time wastgo be done, and in “6%167
€ting an opportanity for the ‘hearing of Chrifts word ,
which Aary took. It was not'only blamelefs, but a daty in
it felf, to make provifion for Chriit.and. his attendants: but
fhie fhould have been hearing firf while be was preaching,
and taken that opportunity for the benefit of her foul : It
was no ordinary Preacher that was come under her roof : His
Tay was not like to belong:his do&rine concerned her falvation: -
She knew not whether ever fhe fhould bave the like opporta- -
nity again : And therefore fhe fhould have rather {tayed for
his own dire@ion, when to go make provifion for their bodies,
shen'to have omitted the hearing of his word.

But youw’l ask perhaps, [ #when a Sermon and ether worldly -
h«'/t'neé.g fallont at once, are We alwayes bannd. to. hear the Ser-
mon? | 9

Ianfwer, No, not alwayes : For elfe in great Cities that have -

frequent preaching; you fhould do morbing elfe but hear: We -
havea Body as wellas a Sonl ; and muft have meet imployment -
for both; and muft make due provifion for beth; and muft be -
feryiceable to the bodily welfare of others, and to the com=-
mon good. - Our bodily labour and temporal employmene muft -

B3: hath
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. (6)
‘aehdetermined thatin the fweat of on facis we Pall'éxs o7
bread, Gen, 3. 19, and even in innocency Adams was put into
the garden 1o drefs or-tiliand keep ir, Gen. 2. 15, with quietnefs
we muft Labourand eat owr own bread ; andif any will not work
seither, foould beeary; 2 Thefl 3. 12,10, See Panls.example,v.8.
. Neither did we cat any mans bread for nonghe + bar wroplht
bour axd travail night and day, thar we might wer by
ol 20 any of you } We mufk Labony, working with our
bands, thatwemay have to géveto him thar needeth, Eph. 4. 28"
Andif our bodies have not competent employment; they will
grow fuch rufly unfic infiruments for the fogl to work by ;
that whea Melanchly, or other difeafes have difabled them, the
foul ix felf will have the lofs ; and he that will d6 gothing But
bear, and pray, 'and meditate, is likely fhortly to be fcarce able
to pray and meditate 4t 411, (unlefs it be one of a very ftrong
_and ‘healthfyl] conftitution, ) : ‘ %

. No one therefore from this determination of Chrift to 2ur-

tha, isto bedriven fromtheir lawfull Calling' into a contrary
extream. - Buc this was not the cafe between Maryand Mar-
tha: It was a Jpecial oppertsmity which then was to be taken :
Wemult firf# feck Gods kingdom, and. its righteoufnefs : and
prudently take: fuch opportunities for our fouls as we can, with-
Qut omitting greater duties, and as our cafe’re uirech : not
taking as much food as we can ingeft, but as much as we can
digeff: 1t is poffible to eat oo much , but not o digeft too well,
AChriftian muft have prudence, when two duties come toge-
aher; to know which ac that preient time is the greatefl, and
10 be preferred : which dependeth much on the neceffity , and
ends: the good that will follow the' doing of them and

the hurt that will follow the omiffion: And without this pruden-
Galdifeerning of rime and duty, 'we fhall never order our con-
~vetfations aright, buc fhall Tive in a continnal fin, when we
j{e,dolﬂg thar, which in its own nature and fealon-is our
o e s S e R Y i oSl
* A poor man may not Read and Hear fo frequently as afg‘?
(ordifiarily,) ‘nor a Servant as the Maffer ; becaufe there

wouldgreater ruils follow the omiffion of their common labour
‘atthat time.. e TRl o Y

** Thus much being faid for the Explication of the Text, there
is no more neceflary but what ‘will-fall in moft conveme;it:%

A
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withthe Matter > The fenfe is as if Chrift’ fhould have faid

L Martha, Martha, Iknow thon doff all this in love to mie, and
meancft well in it andit is'na more then whats thy duty in its
proper feafon : But O what és the food that perifbeth ifz compari-
fonsef that which endureth to everlafting life ! It is my meat
and drink_to do the will of him that fent me , in feeding and g
favivg fouls : Thou hadft new “an' epporinnity to hear my yof@’ 5
#he word of the Son of God', ‘thy Saviewr, and thereby ro_have
Promoted thy Everlafting bappine(s, as Mary doth ; and this [oonld
have been preferred even before this provifion for onr bedies : ,ﬁ?"z'
if for this thow'haift new omitsed thy care and labonr d;{g{lf
mear- and drink y Fwonld not at all bave been offended ?”",h_ 4 h" 5
Thowhadft thy chesce; and Mary bad ber choice 5 Thon baft ¢ k"f?’f“
care and trouble abowt many things , and made thy [elf a great.
deal adoy but Mary hath chofer that one thing that was neceffarys,
Zﬁﬁbbfn z: better part, ;:a; ther:f}rz it _/;)1941! wot be r_’a’(m ‘fram
", but foe fuall poffefs the benefit of her choice. ),
-+« Where note foz {hf; fuller d;fﬁdcr%ddiﬁg‘tif ;!“, “the trae oppo--
[itionbetweenthe cafe of Maryand Murtha. ™~ o
L.As to the Matter, Martha had many things in hand,
a multifarious careand trouble ; but Muyy had butOwe. . .
2. Asto the: Manner and effiéts of theif employments : M‘q{{ :
tha was fall ofcare and' sronles, diftraced or difturbed by the
enmberance’of her ‘bafinéffes : but AZsry was quictly hearing:
and learning how to be free from care and srosble, and how to
attain Everlafting reft. " : ; T T
3. Astothe gualiry of their bufinefs ; Afartha’s was of lefs
#eceffity or concernment, though good and honeft in its place::
but Adary’s was about the thing of zb/olpre neceffiry. .
- AMOArtha’s was Gied inits feafon, but a effer good : but
Mary’s was ' [ that Good part, ] which containeth all other
gaad;:, or referrethto it , and therefore was to be prefer--
% 4. And therefore asto the continuance, Mary’s beinga mote-

eligible imployment;“and about an everlafting treafure, fhall

not betaken fromher ; when the fruit of 2urtha’s imployment
will quickly have an end. ol e X ekl
- 7 Yee in thefe different cafes, each one had her chosce

fmk‘?bt&fmbeti&._ fhe had lgﬂdberiér; s A{} (Tth eck % d’: T cll
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better, and been snclined better, Murtha would have chofen
vetter. '

Before we come to the principal Do&ri
rote thefe Obfervations by the way.

: 1. Notehere that [tbe neere [f Natural Relations (as Broshers
and Siftcrs, yea, Parents and Children ) ave nos alwayes of one
mindor way in the matters of their falvation.]] Greater difference
may be between them, then this berween Agarthe and Maryin
the Text. They may rifcup againft each other, and feck each
others lives, as Chrift forerold, Afark 13.12. And therefore
Facher, Mother, Brother Sifter, and ail are to be denyed for
Chrift ( thacI fay not hated, as Chrift {aith, Zuke 14.26.) when
they fland in oppofition to him. The fame parentage and edu-
€ation made not Efan and Facob of a difpofition, or of one
mind or way : nor J/aac and Ifmael : nor Semand Cham: nor
would reftrain Cain, the firff man born into the world, from
ctuel murdering his. brother, upona difference about their Re-
Jigions, caufed by his own wigodly mind; even becaufe bis ows
works were evil, and bis brothers. righteons and acceptable to God,
1 Fohn 3. 12. -And therefore Parents muft patiently fubmit
(having done their duty ) if even the children of their bodies
fhould prove reprobates : And Brothers and Sifters muft fub-
mit, if thefe in fo neer arelation be Caft-awayes: God hath
not promifed that 4/ our kindered fhall be faved. Rejoyce that
Jon are not your [elves forfaken; and beglad that any, and
fomanyare fan&ified, though further from you in the flefh ,
and love them in their more excellent relation to Chrift and
you,

2. Note here, bow our Lord doth fpend bis time in the place and
€ompany where he 7. When he entreth intoa houfe, he is pre-
Tently at work, in teaching poor foulsthe way to God ; Orelfe
how could 27475 have been imployed in hearing him? In onr
places and meafure we fhould imitate himinthis: Can you come
into any houfe or company, and find nothing to fay or do for
€od ? Is there none wifer then your felves that yos may lears
of, as Aary did of Chrift ? nor none more ignorant whom Cha-
rity requireth youto teach? Nor none that need a quickening
word, to mind them of their everlafting ftate? As foon as
wirldly, Ot vain nngodly people get together, shey are prefently
upon fome worldly, or vain dilcourfe ; And if yoube indeeda
: R S AR e ¥ D heavenly
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“heavenly and fpiritual people, fhould you not be more ready
when you come together , for heavenly fpiritnal difconrfe?
Have you not a thoufand fold more to fet your tougues on
work ? The nec:ffitiesof the hearers : the hopes of doing good
the prefence of God ; thefenfe of the duty; the fweetnefsof
the fubjet; the avoidingof fin; and the bleffing of Gods ac-

- ceptance to your felves? O had we but the skill,and will,and dili-

gence, that this interlocutory preaching by holy conference
_doth require, what a fupply party would it be for the promoting
of mens falvation, where the more publick preaching of the
Gofpel is wanting? Who can forbid us by familiar difcourfe
to exercife our charity, in minding poor regardlefs finners of
the life tocome ? and exhorting themto due preparation, and
repentance , and to opento them the riches of Chrift,and fet
forth hislove, and draw themto embrace him. S
-3. Note here, how carefully we foould take the prefent oppor-
‘tunities for onr fonls , to bear and learn as Mary did. She ftands
“pot cavelling like our full ftomacke hearers, that ask , How can
Jyon prove that I am boundto hear [nch a Lelture , or to éomse to
Church and hear a Sermon twice onthe Lords day, ortocome to the
Minifter to ask advice, or be infbrutled by him ? No more thena
bangry man will ask , How prove you that it is my duty to eat
every day? Orthena fick man will fay , How prove you thatI
am bound to feek to the Phyficion ; to go or fend to his houfe,
and to look after him ? Asthere is much inghe very New nature,
and health, and relifh of a gracious foul , to decide fuch Con-
troverfies as thefe without any fubtilty of argument ; fo a Chri-
JHans prudence and care of his falvation will tell him , that
when Chrift hath a voiceto fpeak tohim , it befeemeth bhim to
havean ear to hear ; and that the Sermon telleth'the' hearer the
feafon of his duty, and the offer of a mercy tellechus when it is
our dury to accept it, without any other more particular obli-
gation : unlefs when we cantruly fay as before God, that fome
duty that atthat time is greater,hindreth us, Thefeare.eafie que-
ftions to thofe that favour thethings of the'Spirit. 'When Chrift
i: fpegjing, Mary will be heating ; and Jeffer things fhall not call
er off. ;

If any fhallfay , [ So world wetoo, sf we conld hear ['hr;gﬁ]
on -

Lanfwer ; Remember that he neverintended to abide himfel
Sarth, and teach his Church perfonally by his own mouth ; b‘f‘

RO
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bach appointed Meffengers and Officers to proclaim his Laws un= -
to the world, and tender them his grace | and faith, [ He that
keareth you heareth me 5 and bethat de[pifeth you defpifeth me, Luke.

10. 16. and he thatdefpifeth , defpifeth not man bus God, 1 Thef.

4.8. And he that will not mow believe and hear Chrift fpeaking

by his Ainifters, when be is acknowledged to be the fon of God,
and bis fealed Word hath had fo long poffeffion in the world )
would hardly have regarded Chrift himfelf in a time when he

- appeared i the form of a fervant » and was found in fathionasa .

man, and wasbelieved on but by a few perfons then counted but.
inconfiderable, : é’

4. Notealfo, the humility and teachablenefs of Difciples in - s
thofe times] who were wont to fit learning ar their Teachers feet : |
Which was then an ordinary cafe , and not of Chrift Difciples
only. Pasnl was brought up at thefeet of Gamaliel , Alts 22.3, .
Notlike the proud and felf-conceited part of onr hearers. in thefe
times, that come to hear fomewhat for their malicious or conten-
tious minds to quarrel with , and expect that their Teachers tell E
them nothing but what is agreeable to their own conceits , and )
think us to be swjurions tothem, if we would heal theirignorance
or impiety , and make them any wifer or better then they are ;
and that reproach us and fet themfelves againft us as their ene- -
mies, if e will not be 7uled by them and humour them inall our
adminiftrations, asif we were the patsientsand they the Phyficion | \
we the learners and they the Teachers, yea we their [ervants, and
they our Guides and Rulers in the matters of our oWz Office. -

Betlet us come clofer to the words themfelves , and confider -
of the Inftru@ions which theyafford us, which are thefe.

Do&. 1. Tedsbut Onething that &5 of abfolute neceffiry ; butir is -
many things that thofe are taken up with, that negleck t has one.

Doq. 2. The One thing needful leadeth to contens 5 but the
many things of the worlddotromble, and difquict ; and diftratt .
the foul. ’ '

DO&.f3. Al men where the Gofpel 4 preached, have their cboige g
whether they will feck and have the one thing neceffary , or trow-
ble and diftract themfelves with the mazy things that are nn~
neceffary .

Do&.x{;’he] that choofe the One thing neceflary ; do choofe the ]
good part  and they that chosfe any otber , 4o make an evil aml»
unbappy choice . Dodt.5.5.
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‘Do&: 3. The One thing needfnl foall sot be taken from. them that
choofe it = but they that choofe it not, foall have %o betser then they

chaofe. .
, Do&.é. T hofe that make thebad unhappy choice, are apt 10 gradge
at them that choofe better, and will not think and do asthey.
‘Do&. 7. When the matter 25 brought before tl{e'Lard 7:[ us Chriff,
ke will not take part with thofe thar murmure. at his [ervants
choice, and Speak againf} them but will commend their choice,
and condemn the covtrary.

All thisyou fee lie plain here in the Text, and it isall worthy
-our larger confideration : But the fir/? is like to hold me fo logg;
that to avoid prolixity , the reft: fhall be but touched unde

' that.

b

.

e e~

DO&.I - Oné thing 7s N‘eedﬂé : It is one thing only that & abfo=
Intely Nece[fary 3 bur many things that men bufie them-=

[elves abeut, that neglelt this one. g\

Tnhandling this, I mu® fhew you, 1.In what refpect it is that
1this Needfnl thing is faid to be but One.
2. How it is that the troublefom matters of the world , are
called many. s g .
3. Whereto and how farthis one thing is neceffary.
4. Whether the reft are indeed wnscccffary. .
5. I fhall affift you in the application of it to your felves, that
it may reach the end to which I do intend it, A AT
L Inwhat re(pect ssthe the Needful thing bnt One 2 {
Which will be the eafier underfiood, when you know What the
Ore thing Needful 7s : And it is, moft directly , that which is onr -
End, Tobe [aved,and to Pleafe the Lord, or 10 Glerifie God and 1
-enjoy himin Glory for ever : Which comprehendeth orimplyeth
the neceffary means.
~ And this bleffed ftate is One, confidered 1. Objectively < It is
Oxe God that we have to pleafe, and to behold, and love, and
_praife forever, 2, 1tis One formally : thatis, It isonly the fouls
. Jruition of this One Godthat is our Endand Bleffednefs. And chus
#he End being principally meant, ic is faid that Qre. rhing s nece/~ e
. F Ca- far) 5
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f;{yé though the Afeansmay be more then One that are necefliry -
to obtaia ir, 5 :
: . And yereven withrefpe unto the means, it may be faid that -
One thing is neceffary , by-a General Comprehenfive d{peech, as -
One containeth many parts: As to cure a ficknefs may be faid to
1 be the O7e thing needful to prefervea mans life;when-yet that cure
muft be done by many a&ts and means : The means are buc gne
thing as denominared fromtheir End 5 even our everlafling hap- -
pinefs. Andthey are but Ozc as denominated from their Orig;- -
nal 5 they being all but the #id of Godrevealed in his Word for
mansdire&ion to falvation. And theyare all O in the principal - ‘
ftock that proceedeth from this Original or root: and thatis, rhe
Lord Fefus Chrift-himfelf, who-is therefore eminently called 1, -
;' Way ; becaufe there is o other way or means | but what ftandeth
inadue [ubordination to the Redeemer as the chicf means,as well a5 5
! t0 the pure God-headas the End. | ‘
. Alfo as all the means of Cods appointment, have aunion of - l
Nature or fimilitude with the End: Andas Gods Image is Onein
all his children, fo isit,in their kind and meafure , in all his Ordi-
nances and Means : They alfo in-their kind and place are par- -
takers of the Divine nature : The name of God is as it were
written upon them, and his bleffed nature legible in them, :
3 Alfo the means are all but One , as allare parts of One holy - '
frame ; which moft harmonioufly concurr to the doing of one "
work ; As all the wheels and other parts are but Ome Coacty
which carryeth us to our journeys end. As Chrift-and his Charch
are ome Body, 1 Cor. 12, 12+ So Chrilt and all fubordinate means
for the recovery and falvation of his own , are one Kingdom of .
God, and one way to the Father, and one falvation : 1fhall fullyer
open it under the next head.-

And now for the Negative, you may difcern by whar is faid, |
1. That here is no fuch unity as even in the end muft confound
God and man,.or bis glory and onr falvation.

2. Nor is here any fuch Unity as doth confound the £xd and
Ddeans ; no not. the God-head with the man-hood of the Redetmer, |
much lefswith the inferiour kind of beings.

3. Nor is there any fuch Unity as doth confound a//the means
~among themfelves,and make a//ome ; or exclude the reft byex~ }
alting omey but rather each one doth [uppofethe reft, to confti- - 5
rugg the perfect frame, Chrift doth not excluds Fairh ; nor b
€XdUde ¢
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exclidé Repentance 5 nor Faith and Repentance exclide Obedi=-
ence 5 NOL doth the office of one of thefe exclude the ufean
office of the reft. Publike duties exclude not private ; nor”do

private eXclude publike : -One part excludeth ‘not another ¢
Reading excludeth:not preaching , nor both of them praying ;5.

butcheir nature and ufe befpeaketh a conjundion, The whole
Body is notan eye or hand ; nor -doth the Uniry exclude butin="

clude even the fmalleft members..

4. Noristhere fuch a Unity as excludeth difference of Degrees 2
For one means may be more nece[fary and excellent then another =
And thefame perfonby growing doth differ from himfelf as he °
was before: and one will hereafter excell another in Glory; .
as now they do-in holinefs and- faithfui-improvement of theit -

talents.

I1. Letus nexelay bothtogether; and fee how the troubling
matrers of the world-are- called ["2447y ] ‘in. oppofition to
this One. " \

And. 1. Every creature to a fenfualman, ismade by himin
fome fort, his Endand God : For he doth not Ufe ir only, and
{cfgrr tt as the godly do, to an end that is'One ; buc he would E»-
joy it, and make it objettively his end it felf, and foidolizeit. And
eherefore thoughin che general notion of Delight they allageee;.
Yet materially what abundance of ends and gods have garnal men’?
Every fenfe muft have its own delight » the ‘eye muft have its de-
light, and the appetite its delight; and fo of thereft.’ P

2. And alfo thefe flefhly baits and pleafures are ‘difcordant
even among themfelves' : They draw the finner feveral waies'y
and one of them fighteth' againft the other : The riches of the
fenfualift do ufually contradi his eafe ; and often his voluptnons
hamonr : and his ambition and pride doth bridle his difgraceful
fwft 5 and one finwill notlet anocher have izsend , but robbeth
him of the poor expected fruit : And chus they do diftra® the
finners ; and tear their very hearts in pieces ; and divide and
difmember- them , where God wonld heal them and unite them
inhimfelf. . And the toilfome cares-and labours' by which thefe

- things muft be obrained, are mary , and oft contrary to each

little pyrpofe. . _Hoi s

other ; and a great desl of ftiricischaca deluded finner makesto -

';Cig'_:,' o Thig.c
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« Chriftians Faith,and Religion, Defire, Hop

_bur One to himiz God. His Faithbeh
< Etions relifh them as anired 441 ;5 God. 1. As their

G14) - 3

The famme then of both thefe Heads is this, The matterof s
€ and Love, is there-
fore called One thing., becaufe God who is O , is the fumme of
all. Itisbut One Sun, thoughit hath many beams , and all thofe
beams are nothing but the emanations of the Sun; and have
nothing but what they have from it : God is All to the Religion
and the Sax/ ofa true Believer : and therefore A4// to him is One =
Creatures, and Duties, and Ordinances which are many, areall
oldech them , and his Affe-

§pring from
whom they flow. 2. And as the Life by whom they are all azi-
mated ; and asthe marter and [enfe which they fignifie and im-

‘pert. 3. Andas their end towhich they serd , and in which they

all terminate and agree.
Many branches arebut OneTree, and have One Stock : and

- many members are One body,becauf: they areanimated with O

Jonl. Manylesters, (yllables and words may make Qwe fentence
and many leaves may make Qe Book,, and treat but of One (wb-

.ject. Many a&ionsof a Plow-man are called Plowing , and ofa
Weaver, Weaving, &c. as being all unitedin Oneend : 1know

thefe fimilics have their diffimilicude, but this is the fumme ; that
1t 43 Godthat the Believer fecth, and fecketh , and loveth, and con-

cwerfethwith, and intendethin all the Ordinances » f grace, inall his

duties, and in all the creatures : and in God they are united, and
One thing to him. He bath nothing to do at Church, or at home,
in private or publike, but Zive 10 God, and feck_after the everlaft=
ing enjoyment of bim. If weaknefs and tempration put any orher
bufine(s into his hands , he is fo far ftept outof the Chriftian

‘way. Inhisvery common labours and mercies, ( fo far as heis

Holy ) God is to him , the $pring , the life , the /i Weeinefs , the

Aeauty, the fFrength, the meaning, and the end of all , and there-

fore 411 in 411,
But the creatures in the hands and ufe of the ungodly , ( or of

- «the godly fo far as they ufe them finfully y have no fuch Unity.

Though in themfelves they fo depend on God , that none can
-make a feparation , nor can they at all exift without him ; yet
inthe fenfe , cffimation , ends and #fe of theungodly , the crea-
tures are feparated from God, and are as branches cut off from
the tree ; and departing from God , thefe menare gone from
“Unity , andare loft, diftra&ed and confounded in the mul:i-

“ tude
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tude of the creatures 5 and will never have Uity till they return’

to'God.

e

- 111. Inthe next place let

us confider , What is:the Neceffity *

‘thavis here fpoken of , and How far thisOne thing i Neceffary

to 4.

i;ou'r' ultimate end : When other things are Nece[fary buc [ for
that. ]

of Godswhich

thatis, Sanétification, is Necefjary 1O the Pleafin (
anclificatio ﬁ Y [i gd A

isto beregarded, 1. Asthe endof Obedience , an
of Love + by the obedicnt fonl inway of duty 5 and b
foul devoted to God, as its Delight. :

“The world hath many contrary Maftérs , and therefore hath
many things to do to jleafe them ; and when theéy have done

their beft,they cannot pleafe them all, but may leaye more difs -

pleafed then they pleafe : For thofe that they muft pleafe,expect

impofTibilities ; and many a fingleper[on -perhaps may look for

as much asyou can give to 2// : And they have fuch contrary

And 1. Onething is Neceffary Morally C for it felf ] which’
2. Comprebenfively of the Means we may fay, that Oe thing, -

y the loving .

interefts, which you muft ferveif you will pleafe them ; and con= :

trary minds which you muft humour , that t

perhaps the more difpicafe the other, becaufe 1t is plesfing L0
that gme.

And our felves have our contrarieties in our [elves,. andareas °
hird to be pleafed by others or enr [elves. We bave our fenfnal

defires which are unreafonable’ and inordinate , unfeafonable and

importunate, and will take no Nay. ove
rious fantafie, is a bottomlefs veffel : Your pouting
whit fillit : Itis a devouring gulf ; aconfuming

Give, Give,

from which it feeketh fatisfaction:

But God is One, and withthis One- thing is he pleafed ; even
with a Holy heart and life: He hath no contradi®ory interefls -

or affertions : and therefore hath no contraditory commands : *
et -

thacwhich muft plgafe bim,mult be fuicable co his blefied nartty

he fame chings that -
one expes 1o pleafe bim, will vehemently difpleafe another 5 and *

A fenfual , covetous , ambi- -
in doth no °
(that I fay -
not an unquenchable ) fire : Like the borfe-leech it cryeth, .
and the more yougive,themore it craveth , and is -
never lefs [atisfied, then when ic hath -glutted ic felf wich that -

g g;\,‘
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