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tude of the creatures 5 and will never have Uity till they return’

to'God.

e

- 111. Inthe next place let

us confider , What is:the Neceffity *

‘thavis here fpoken of , and How far thisOne thing i Neceffary

to 4.

i;ou'r' ultimate end : When other things are Nece[fary buc [ for
that. ]

of Godswhich

thatis, Sanétification, is Necefjary 1O the Pleafin (
anclificatio ﬁ Y [i gd A

isto beregarded, 1. Asthe endof Obedience , an
of Love + by the obedicnt fonl inway of duty 5 and b
foul devoted to God, as its Delight. :

“The world hath many contrary Maftérs , and therefore hath
many things to do to jleafe them ; and when theéy have done

their beft,they cannot pleafe them all, but may leaye more difs -

pleafed then they pleafe : For thofe that they muft pleafe,expect

impofTibilities ; and many a fingleper[on -perhaps may look for

as much asyou can give to 2// : And they have fuch contrary

And 1. Onething is Neceffary Morally C for it felf ] which’
2. Comprebenfively of the Means we may fay, that Oe thing, -

y the loving .

interefts, which you muft ferveif you will pleafe them ; and con= :

trary minds which you muft humour , that t

perhaps the more difpicafe the other, becaufe 1t is plesfing L0
that gme.

And our felves have our contrarieties in our [elves,. andareas °
hird to be pleafed by others or enr [elves. We bave our fenfnal

defires which are unreafonable’ and inordinate , unfeafonable and

importunate, and will take no Nay. ove
rious fantafie, is a bottomlefs veffel : Your pouting
whit fillit : Itis a devouring gulf ; aconfuming

Give, Give,

from which it feeketh fatisfaction:

But God is One, and withthis One- thing is he pleafed ; even
with a Holy heart and life: He hath no contradi®ory interefls -

or affertions : and therefore hath no contraditory commands : *
et -

thacwhich muft plgafe bim,mult be fuicable co his blefied nartty

he fame chings that -
one expes 1o pleafe bim, will vehemently difpleafe another 5 and *

A fenfual , covetous , ambi- -
in doth no °
(that I fay -
not an unquenchable ) fire : Like the borfe-leech it cryeth, .
and the more yougive,themore it craveth , and is -
never lefs [atisfied, then when ic hath -glutted ic felf wich that -

g g;\,‘
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Heis infinitein wifdom, and therefore bath o pleafsre in fobls,
-that brmg him Jacrifice, and refufe obedience, -and. know net that
‘they da ¢wil, Ecclef, 5.I. and have not the wit to know

what they do,and whom they fpeak to; and to know that which’
only is worth the knowing: How often do we read him reje-
&ingthe fucrifice of the wicked , and calting their coftlieft offe-
1ings intheir faces, as things that he abborreth, when they come
to him without thac humble, loving, and obedient heart, which
" requireth! Pfalm §50.8, @rc. 1a. 1. 11, 12. to wer.20. « Their
‘&M{’””’ are vain, the multitnde of their facrifie 45 to no parpole,
and incenfe is an- absmination to him  their Feafts and Sabboths
b’t‘. Joul hateth, they are atrouble to bim, he cannot bear them , if

thiey come without che One thing nece([dry.. Withour this he

careth not for their faftings, or formalities, Ifa. §8.5. It is not
t]’”_‘f“”d: of rams, or ten theufand rivers of oyle, ner the fruit of
tl"_“’ é’W/], if they would give it for the fin of their foul, that he
willaccept: But be bath frewedthee O man what 4 good : -and
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to dojaftly, and love mer-
€y, and walk_buamblywith thy God? Mic. 6. 7, 8.” The eonclufion
of the whole matter is this; Fear God and keep his command-
ments : forthis isthe whole duty of man,Ecclef.12.13.
Youare never the better beloved of God for being Rich, or

bonenrable in the world, noryet becaufe you are jpoor, or ina
mean condition,nor becaufe you are fick_or well, “weak Or /froﬂg.
comely or wncomely , but: becaufe you Léve him through his
Son, and Belicvein himwhowm the Fatber hath fent, John16.27.
Without faith it 45 impo/fible to pleafe God : 'Heb, 11.°6. The
wew man muftbe put on, which is renewed in knowledge, after the
Image of him that created bim, wherethere s neither Greek , nor
Few, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, but Chrift is.all ;m.d i
all,7] Col. 3. 10, 11. [ For in Chrift Fefus circumesifion avail:th
nothing, nor uncirenmcifion,but a New Creature, and Faith that
works by Love, and the keeping of the commands of God, Gal. 5.0.
& 6. 15. 1°Cor. 7. 19. . :

“This One thing’ (even Godllne(s which is profisable to all things)
i weceffary inus, (fuppofing the neceffaries 1n Chrift ) toren-
der s acceptable to the Holy God: and without this all the ac-
complifhments imaginable, will make us but as founding brafs,or
o tinkling Cymbal, 1 Cor. 13. 1.

3. One thizg # needfull to the'faving of onr fonls; witl;]qulri
" whic
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wrhich all things® elfe are vain.  There are many wayesto Hell,
but to Heaven there is bar One: There area thisfand wayes to
delude and blind a foul, but only one for its true and faving //»-
mination.  Erronesns Sectaries are blinded in fome particalar
-points, by the feducing words of men: And ungodly [enfnalifts
are blinded in the main, and damnably err from the neceflary
practical do&rines of falvation, being deceived by the inclina-
tion of their own concupifcence : Errors are multifarions , and
abound even in many that inveigh moft fercely againft the er-
roneons : But Trauth is fimple; We have One Teacher o inftruck
Us ; Ore Spirit to enbighten us, One Word of God to be our
Rule, One Light to .guide us throngh all the darknefs and
mazes of the world, and recover our deluded darkened minds,
Thoufands are ready to draw us away from God; Temprati-
ons lye thick on every hand ; Withinus, and wichoutus ; be-

fore us and on each fide: Which way can you look or go,but you
will meet with baits and fnares? Andif Evebe onee deceived,

Adam s the eafilier overcome. . When the apperire and fenfes
are enfnared by their objes, and the imagination corrupted,
the underftanding is in danger of deceit. You may gointo an
Hofpiral, and fee varicry of difeafes: but Healsh is one and the
fame : "Onehath the peftilence, and another hach the leprofie,
and anothera palfie, and anotheris diftracted: bat among a
thoufand people in Healrh, you fee no fuch difference : Health
only is formaliythe cure of all. _

-What abundance of miferable finners be in the world, that

arealmoft at Hellalready ? But only owe fors of men, even the »¢-
Zgenerare, are refcued by grace, and fhall be faved from ic. A4a-

ny inventigns have men found out for their deffraetion; but
there is no way but by Chriff, through faith and boline/s, to cheir
{alyation.  Set as light by Chriftand Holinefs as youwill,"and
deride it as foolifhly and perverfly as you pleafe, you will find

at laft, that rhis way or mone muft bring you to Heaven. Eis.

ther ignorance, or pride, or covetoulnefls, or malice, or glut-
tony, or drunkennef(s, or voluptuoulnefs or luft, or any one
fin of an hundred maybeyour ruine : But therc is only Ose
Jadve to heal thefe fores; andonly one cordiall or antidote thac”

can expell thefe feveral forts of poifon from your heartss .

Godlinefs js profirable to all things, 1 Tim. 4. 8. iEi4s,
Drudge for the world as longas you will, and gape after |
T tho s L T e - honour,

—
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Bonour and applaufe from men, and try a thoufand wayes for
your content ; but when you bave ali done, you muft return

by fawnd Repentance into the way of holinefs, or you areloft for-

ever. When youhave flighted grace, you muft giveup your
felves to the power of that grace: When you have fer light by
a life of holy Love to God, and the fruitionof him in Glo-
ry, you ma [} makeit your treafure and delight, and your hearts

muft be upon it, or you are undone: Matth. 6.21. When.

sou have made a jeaft of a Holy life, you ma/f come about,and
take your [elvesthat courfe that you jeafted at, though you be
as much jeafted at by others; yea, and make it the principal
bufinefs of your lives,or perifhin hell under the vengeance of
the Almighty, whofe juftice you provoked, and whofe mercy
you negleed : Choofe yon whether, but one of them will be
your part. Even as Sanl that was exceeding mad againft Be-
lievers , and perfecuted them even 10 [trange Ciries, Acts 26.
10, 11. was glad to become one of them himfelf though be

[uffered as much as he had canfed them to fuffer ; and account--
ed it the greateft mercy ofhis life,that God vouchafed him fuch:

a change, what everit coft him.

1V. Quelt. Bar is nothing neceffary but this One? Are nos-

other things alfo Needfull s7 their places ?
Anfw. 1told you that ather things are #ot other. , fo far as.

they {tand indwe [ubordination tO this one, OF are the parts of

it : He that faichtoa fickman, [ You would do well if you.

had fuch a skilfull man for your Phyficion) doth not by thefe
words intend to exclude his Apothecary, or his medicines, or the
taking of them, or the inftrumexts and means by which they.
are applyed ; but rather ineludeshand implyerh all thefe in the
Oze thing mentioned to which they do fubferve. So all
Gods graces, and
are contained or implyed in the One thing Neceffary, OF fup-~
pofed toit. Becaufe it is One thing thac is neceffary as the
End, therefore many means are necef{ary to the obtaining of
it: Though therebealfo a kind of #nity (28 hath been fhewed )
among thofe means, : :
Quelt. But are not ostward things alfo neceffary : Mpft we
vit byve food and raymens 2. and. o e pos labosr and. pro-

all the means of grace, and Chriftian duties; .
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wide it, and take eare for our families, and follow oar callings?
Muft we not by lawfull means avoid reproach and poverty in
the world ?

Anfw. In the way of Daty it is as neceffary that welabour
in our callings, and provide things honeft, and fubferve Gods
providence for the maintenance of our felvesand others; And
the things of this life are Needful fo faras Life is needfwl, thac
we may have Time and fFrength to do our works, and be fup=
ported while we feek the Oze thing needful. But that whichis
not Neceffary for st [elf, but for another thing, is not fmply
or dprincipal/] Neceffary.  So far as Heaven may beobtained,
and the work_of Chriftianity done without the accommodations
of the fiefh, fo far thefe worldly things are needlefs. There
is 7o Nece/firythat yoube Rich or Henosrable, or thatyou live
in Health or wealth ; or thatyou efcape the hatred, and re-
proach, and trouble of a malicious world : There is no Necel
fity that you fhould fave your lives when Chri# requireth
them : For he that fo faveth his life,fhall lofe it, Afazch.
16.25. And that Ufefulnefs ( which you may ina lower fenfe
call Neceffiry ) thatany of thefe things are of, is but in their
#efpect to the One thing Neceffary, as they are fan&ified means
to the fervice of God and our falvation: If your daily bread
be to be called Neceflary, it is not for it felf , or for your
fepily pleafure , not slfimately for your life it [elf 5 but to
foltain your /ife while yon are fecking after life erernal , and
[erving him thatis the Lord of life : Your (rediz, or Hosotir,
Or Pleafure in the world, areno further Neceffary or Ufefril
to you, then they promote this greaz End for your felves or
others : Nothing but God is fimply NecefJlary for himfelf, and
Nothing elfe is any Veay troly Neceffarybut for him. -

And therefore as by Neceffity of precept you muft Labom‘_ in
your Callings, and feek provifion for your felves and families,
you muft moft carefully watch your Hearts that your defires
and labours be not carnal, as tending only to carnal ends;
%ut thar you fincerely fubje& the things defired, to the Oze
thing necefary, for which you maf} defire them; and there-
fore that you defire buc fuch meafwres and proportions as are
moft fuitable ro that End which is enly for it felf defireables

Even /ife it feif mult not be defired fimply and slsimately for.

% [elf.
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- As you muft pray but for yonr daily bread | and'be content with
food and rayment , fo you muft fee, that thefe be but for berser
things ; even in order to the doing of the Will of God, the pre-
moting of his Kingdom, and the Hallawing of his Name , which
muit be firf and moft defired. The order of your dury s to feck,
firft the K iﬂgdo_m of God and his Righteonfnefs, and thén other
things are promifed with it, Matth. 6. 33. and therefore forit
mult be defired and fonght. Lt o

And if your very food and /ife muft be defired but for this cwers
lafting End thenitis fill but ome thing that is neceffary, and ﬁ»m[;
{yto bedefired. For the Adeans is willed butwithan imperfecs
Willing, becaufe not forir felf 5 and that only hath our fu//and
perfeit Love,which is Loved for it felf : Even in the ait of Love
anto the Means, itis more properly the End thatis Lowved then the
Means, and the Meansis chofen for that Eud. So that you fee
t.hat for all the neceffity of creatures, and of diligence in our Ca'-
lings, the truth is {fill clear, that it is only Ome thing that is truly
Neceffary.

Ufe. :
HE wnderfandidg is the fubfervient faculty , to let inthat
light, which may by dire&ion and excitation; guide the wi/:

Having thewed you the 77#h , T am next to fhew you how you

may improve it, and fo to apply it, asmay beft belp you toapply

it to your felves. : ;

And if Ifhould here fall upon thingsimpertinent , or makeit
my work to claw your ears, or exalt my felf in your efteem , by
an unfeafonable oftentation of learning-or eloquence, or carry

on any fuch corrupt defign, while I fhould faithfully do the work .

of God , my Zear ir felf would openly condemn me. If Ore

thing be needful, it is that One that ITmuft domy [elf , whileTam
exborting you ro doir : And woebe to me, if 1'fhould lay by thar,
to do any other unneceffary work, even to fifh for theapplaufe
of Carnal wits, while my very fubje@ is the Reproofs of Chrift

again{ta much more tolerable error. e

" And s to the manner of my admonition, if One thing be need-
ful, 1 hope you will allow me to be as plajn and ferioms as'I can |
abont this Ose : And my firftaddrefs to you fhallbe for tryall,

" And ] fhall makeit now my carneft requeft to you,, that. yoiu:

>4 G will
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will bethink you how much you are coricerned, to compare your
heartsand lives with this paffage, and judge your felvesby the
Word of God that is now before you : And for your own fakes
do it ferioufly and faichfully, as paflengers that are hg&mg to the
great Aflize. What fay your Confciences, Sirs, to this Queftion?-
Have you indeed lived in t(ze world as men that believe that One
thing 15 mece(fary 2 Hath this O#e had your chiefeft care and Ja<
bonr, and have you chofen rather to neglectall other things then
this ? Look behind you, and judge of the courfe that you have
taken by che light of this onetext. I do not ask you Whether
you have beardthat Ore thing is Neceffary : nor whether you
have talked of st , and confefled it to be true : nor whether you
have been cafled Chriffians by your felyes and others ; and have
come to Ghurch, and forborn thofe fins that would haveé moft
blemifhed your honour. in the world : This is nothing tothe
queftion : Thus many thoufands do, that were never acquaint=-
ed with the Oxe thing Neceffary. Nor do I'ask you , Whether
you have ufed to allow God half an hours lip-fervice or formal
drowfie prayeratnight, when you have ferved the world and
flethaliday ? Nor whether you have been Religious on the byg
and given God fome lean devotion which coft youlittle, ‘and
which your fleth can fpare without any great diminution of dc«: :
triment in its eafe, and honour, and profit,and fenfual delightsz
Nor whether you run to fome kinde of duties-of Religion, to~
make allwhole, when-you come from wilful reigning fin; and fo -
make Religion a fortre/(s to your Iuffs, to quier your Confcien*
ces whileyou ferve the flefh : I confefs fucha kind of Religiouf
nefs as this, the world is acquained with : But this is unans -
fwerable to the Rule before us. - : sorrdy brprard

But ‘the queltion is, Whether this @ne rhing bath been the -
Treafnre-and Fewel of your effimarion 5 the darling of your -

affe€tions ; the prize of your moft diligens endeavonrs , andthe -

only felicity of your fouls? .

Sirs, as lightly as you: hear this queﬂibn now ; fou’ivili Ose -
day find that your /ives, yea your fs/varion lyeth upon youran- -

fwer to it. Canyou fay truly, as before the fearcher of hearts;, .
thatitis ke that hath bad your bearrs 2 That this Owe thing hath
been more efeemed by you , than sl the worid befides? That

other things have a// ftooped unto this One, and ferved nnderit ?’
And that this hath bad the fream of your hcartieﬁ.g_ffc&iqgfé :
> D 3 - ¥ a e
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and the drift of your endeavours, and hath been the matter that
you have had fir# to do, andthe thing for which you have Zized
in the world? ‘

If this be not fo, never talk of your Chriffianity for fhame :
Your Religion is wain, if #his be notyour Religion. Alas I know
that we haveall.of us yet too much of the fleth, and are too cold
in our affeGions, and too flow and uneven in our endeavours for
our end : But yet for all that I muft Rilf tell you, ( asThave often
done becaufe it is neceffary ) that here lyeth the difference be-
tween the truly (andtified foul, and all the hypocrites and half.
Chriftians in the world : [ Every true Chriftian is devoted ante
God, and hath made an hearty and abfoluse refignation of himfelf
and all that he bath untobin, and therefore loverh bim With his
[uperlatrive, moft appretiative love 5 and ferveth him with the bef}
bt bath, and thinks nothing too geod or too dear for Gody and for the
attasnment of hiseverlafting Reff : Chrift hath the chicfeft room
in bis heart, and the bent and drift of bis life s for bim : He ftudy-
eth how he may bef} ferve and pleafe bim with his time., i interef?,
and allthat be bath = andif befall, as it is contrary vo the habi-
tual refolution of his [oul, and contrary to the [cope and current of
bishearr andlife, fohe rifeth again by repentancewith forrow for
his fin, andloathing of himfelf, and fincerely endeavosnrs toamend,
and goeth on refolvedly in his holy conrfe. ] Thisis the flate of every
one thatisin a ftate of life. X :

But for all bypocritesand half-Chriftians, their cafe is other-
wife : Theworld and flefhis deareft to them , and_b:ghcﬁ in
their pradtical eftimation, though not in their fﬁemlatwe sandit
bath their higheft affe@ions of Love and Delight , and the very
bentand ftream of heart and life, while God 1s ferved heartlefly
onthe by, for fear left they be damned , when they can enjoy
the world and fin no longer , and is putoff Wlth.the leavings qf
the flefh, and hath no more of their hearts, their tongues, th;“’
time, their wealch, then it can fpare : They ask their fieth _hog afl
they fhall be Religious , and will go no further then dwél“ -
with their profperity in the world : With the firft an A oft ft -l
fervethe fle/t, and with the cheapeft and the refafe t 1331'{ f.”{f
the Lord: When they go higheftin their out-fide carna d E'g‘
oufnefs, they'go not beyond this hypocritical referved itate;
(and ufnally, as Can, they hate Abelfor offering @ moreac-

eepuable facrifice ) : God muk rake up with this from them, o¢
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be withont : ‘They alway ferve him with this referve, tliough it

be not alwayes explicite and difcerned by them , L Provided that

it may go well with me in the world , and I may have fome compe-

sent proportion of honour., profit or pleafure, and Religion may not
expofe me 1o be undone : ] 1 God will not take them on zhefe

perms, ( as mofk certainly he mever will ) he muft go look him

other fervants - and fo he will ; and make them know at laft

unto their forrow, that he needed not their fervice , but it was
they that needed him,and the benefitsof his-fervice.

I'thought meet ( though Ihave done it oft: before ) to give

you this d:fference between the Hypoerite and the fincere : And
now it is my earneft requeftunto you all, that you will prefently
call your fouls to an account, and know which qf thefe two-
eourfes you have taken ; and which of thefe two is your own:
condition. :

If nature had madeyon fuch ftrangers to your felves, asthat
you were #nable to anfwer fucha queftion,l would never trouble’
youwith it : butlfuppofe by faithful enquiry,, you may know
this much of your felves, if you are but willing.. You know
where iz 7 that you have dwelr, and what it 45 that you have been’
doing in the world, and you can review the aiions of your lives,.
though they bave been of fmaller confequence.. Why then may
you not quickly know if you will, fo great athing, aS.Wbdt- bath
been the very End and Bufinefs for which yon bave lived inthe
worldtill new ? Have you been running folong, and know not
yet what is the prize that you have ran for 2-Have you forgot the-
errand that you have been fo long going on? Have you been:
bufie all your daies till now, and know not about what or why?'
Certainly this is 2 thing that may be known, if youare willing and -’
diligent o know it : It is for one of thefe two that you have:
lived ; for the wor/d , or for Ged: To pleafe your: flefb, orto:
pleafe God and be fuved : Either to make provifion for Earthor
Heaven: Which of thefeisit - Deal plainly with your felves ,-
for your falvationis deeply concerned in the account.

Perhaps you will fay, that 7z was forboth: for as-you havea:
foul and a body, fo you muft look toboth : Yea, butfoas one-
that knoweth, that Onething s Needful - As your body is buc
the prifun, the cafe, the fervant of yourfouls ; fo it muft be pro-
vided for and ufed but 2s a fervanr, and maintained only in a fic-

helsforitsawork: Butthe queltionis, Which of tbemhath_hahd
: g : the
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the preheminence 2 Which hath bad the life of your affé&ions
and endeavours ? Which of them was your esd ? and about
which hath been the chief bufinefs that you have moft carefully
and diligently carryedoa? Thisis the great queftion,

You cannot have two mafers, though you may have many i»-
Praments and fellow-fervants : You cannot acceptably ferve God,
if you ferve Mammson : Every wicked wan may-do Jomthing in
Religion, a0d every good man may do fomething that is contrary to
Religion : A carnal man may do fomething for God , and for his
foul ; and a {piritual man ought to do fomething fubordinately
for his body, and too often, alas > doth fomething for it inerdi-
#nately : But which bears the [Way 2 and which is firff foughs 2
and which comes bebind » and hath but che leavings of the
other ? . g

Be not decesved : God s mor wocked : What[oever a man foweth,
that fball be reap : If Jou fow tothe flefy, of the flefh you fhall reap
corrmption : baut if you foW tothe [pirie,of the [pirit yon foall reap
everlafting life : Gal. 6.7, 8. Love nat the world , nor the things
that are in the World ( for themfelyes ). for if any mawn love the
world, ( with his chiefet Love ) the Love of the Father is not in

bim, T Jobn 2. 15. Is it not a wonder that any reafonable

man can be fucha ftranger to himfelf , as not to know what he
livesfor, and what hath had his heart , and what hath been the
principal bufinefs of bis life ? Some by-matters you may eafily.
forget or over-look : but can you do fo by your end, which hath

~ been yout chiefeft care and bufinefs?

If indeed you no more know your ewn minds, nor what you

o have all this whilebeen doing in"the world , ask thofe thatyou -
have converfed with ; and judge by the effests and figns ¢ Others

can tell what you have moft ferionfly talked of : They may con-:
jeQure by their - oblervation, what you ha.ve moft caréfully
Tought, and refolutely adhered to. - Whether it be God or the
fleth; this world or Heaven ? The One thing Needful, o the ma-
ny troubling trifles in your way : Itis like that wife and goaly ok~
fervers can help you to difcern it though fenfmalifts will but de-
CCVEYOM: 10 . #o¥ . rodem o . '
A mans Love, at leaft his chiefe /b Love, cannot be hid, but will
appear in his behavionr : If you Lave Godabove the world, you -
will feek him and Ws Glory befure the worid 5 and if you do'fo, it
Amay partly be difcerngd, if you have gonyerfed wich difcerning
men:
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men : Heavenand earth are not /o /ike ; nor the way to each of |
them /o Jike , butitmay partly be difcerned which way nten are i
going, and what they drive atin their daily courfe. 4 ,
But I will urge you no further to the tryal : I will take itfor
granted that your Confciences are telling many of you, that you |
havebeen troubled about many things, while the O#e rhing Need- |
ful bath been neglected : And if indeed this be your cafe, fuffer
énc to tell the guiley plainly , what it is thac they have
-daone, }
1. Whatever you have been doing in the world, yos have loft |
Jour Time, if you have not been feeking the Ose th_iﬂg neceffary. :
If you have been gathering riches, or growing upin bonour as
the rufh groweth in the mire, ( §o4 8. 11. ) or filling your purfes
or your barnes, or pleafing your fantafies and flefh  you have |
but fooled away your time, and done juft nothing, and much |
worfe : Nothing is done, if the One thing Nece[fury be undone.
Believe it, Time 1saprecious thing, and ought noc to have been - K
thus caftaway. When you come tothe end of it , the worft and N
proudeft of you fhall confefs it is precious. Then O for one year .
more ! O for a few daies or hours more, to make fure of this
One thing, whichyoufhould have fpentyour livesin making fure

of. Will you then think thus, and yet can you new afford to caft ’
away twenty or thirty years upon Nothing ? If Time be worth g
Nothing,your Livesare worth N othing : And why fhould a man o
dzfireto Live for Nothing ? You Love your lives oo much, and il

yet will you fo contemptuoufly caft them away 2 He hath /of

bis life, who hath loft the Endof bis life. The lofs of an hundred

pound in moneyisnot ( to your felves) fo great a lofs, asthe
lofs of a dayes or hours time. What then is thelofs of fo many E |

Jears @ Didyouever well confider of this ? If youlivea thou-

e fand years,itisall loft, if you have not fpent it in making fure of
the Ore thing Neceflary. For is not that loft and worfe a thoufand
times chen loft, thatis fpentin croffing the End that it is given

' for ? and which is no comfort ,"but terrour’in the review | and

g which leaveth no fruit,but grief and difappointment ? Let me tell

f you, if youhold on thus unto the end, you will with and witha

thoufand times , either that you had never had an hours time,

or elfe that Iyou had had hearts, to have better perceived the
e

(& worth and ufe of it , then to caft it away as youhave done upon f
Aothing. It isbut One rhing that is worth your Timeand Lives. |
1 ‘ e E " 7 = 3 Wik J
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2. Whatfoever elfe you have been-doing ;. you have loft ali

your Labonr with your Time , if this One thing Needful have been

negleGed. No doubt you have been bufie fince you came into
the world ; butto little purpofe. You might as well have been
idle, as fo laborioufly doing nothing. No doubt many a journey
you haverode and gone, and many a hard daies labour you have
taken, and fharpened perhaps with careand grief : Butyou have
foRtitall, if it were an hundred times more,, if it have notbeen
Yaid out upon the One thing mece fary.

And is 1t not a pittiful thing that men of reafon , fhould vex
themfelves , and toil their bodies , and fuffer hunger, and thirft
and wearinefs, and make fucha ftir and pudder in the world,
and all for netbing, and ina vasn fbew ? How many mornings bave
you rifen to your labour , and how many dayes and years have
you fpent init, and now it isall loft ? How many thoughes and
dears, and cares, have poffeflfed and peftred your minds, and now
zhey are all loft ? Some of you have followed your trades, and
{ome your husbandry, and fome have runup and down afcer re-
«reations: fome of youhavebeen feraping riches,and fome con-
triving to keep up their reputation, and fome to fatisfie theirap-
petites, and livein pleafure and contentment to the flefh ; and
snow look back upon ajl that you have done and gotten , and telf
your felves whether all this be not loft, yea alas much worfe then
loft: If you be not ready to pafs this conclufion at the very
deart, it is becaufe your hearts are yet blinded and hardened in
fin ; but God will foon bring that to your hearts, that fhall
convince you of it. If God have made ufe of any worldiy fen-
{ual perfon of you, for publick good, of Church or ftate,as men
do of thorns for hedging ro their lands , or of bryars to ftop &
gap, or of fire-wood to warm their family ; yer as to any du-
rable benefit to yonr felves , T may well fay thacall your Zabosr
# Dt

And this isnotall ; but the pains alfo that you have taken
dn yout formal kypscritical Religion , your hearing, read}“f} >
receiving Sacraments, and pretended prayer , all thethoughts
that ever you had of death, and judgement, and the life to come,,
and all that yon have done with refervations and by halves for
your own falvation, this alfo isa]l [oft : Except as a/efs meafure:
of mifery may go for gain, If you mifs of the Qne thing neceffa-

7y, you do but lofe yourlabour, whateyer ¢lic you fecm o gaie,
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A great flir youmakein feeking for preferment , or domi- :

nion over others;.or a’bout_yourslands',- your honours or your
delighes ; fo greatthar your neighbours can fcarce live quietly
by you; andthe Kingdom cannot be quiet for fomeof you,
nor your own cofciences bequiet within you for the defperate
work that you engage them in, which they know muft be heard

of angther day: And when all is done, youwiil find youwhave'

been but hunting of a-feather : < You would fee this now if
God would open your eyes by grace: but if you mifs of fo
feafonable an information’, you' will fee it too late in the land
of darknefs : When death hath opened your ‘eyes, and. your.
impenitent fouls do fuddenly awake in another world,  you will
underftand chat: you made all this flix but in your {leep: As
bufily and feriouflyas youa@ed the partsof LordsandLadies,
of Gentlemen, Tradefmen, or Husbandmenin the world, if you
did not ferionfly and firft dothe work of true Believersfor the
werldto come , you will then find: toe late that your labour 1is

foft, and all was a@ed butas na dream. 7 1 nals

Do you believe this now; or doyou not ? If:yéu do ,w:ll
youyetgoon? If you donot believeit, frew me sow whatyou.

have gotten by all the ftir that you bave made in-the worldy
that will follow you one ftep further then the:grave, and thac
you can fay thall be your ewr to morrow? I 'yow were t0 dier
this hour; willit beany lafting comfore to. you,ehatryou have!
laboured to beRich or Honourable, or that you: have atcained
it ? orthat you had your glut of fenfual delights; -and a mer=
ry life as to the flefhiy pleafure aslong as. ic would laft? Will
you dyethe)mere comfortably for any of this2 ormugh rhe lefs?
That yet yoware :alive;isthel greac mercy of ‘God, and novto
be afcribed. toany of thefe.:» And when you-cealeto live, then
thefe will be your greifand torment, ¢~ 1 ;
Beloved Hearers, 1 have no'defire the: Lord knows to dif-
compofe your minds; or to'difquiet you with any malefting un=
neceffary fcruples ;s nor caulelefly te difhehour eitheryou or
your imployments: Bucl muft needs:fay; that it\isa dolefull
cafe, that men in their:wits; fhould fpend a life of precious
time, andalfo a great deal-of care andlabour; in doing Nos
thing, and much worle then Nothing; whenthey bave a work
of everlafting confequence to do, andthey know thatiche De=
vils. chiefeft hopes do confilt.in the fuccefs of thefe &‘i&#ﬁwi
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1 muft ferionfly profefs to you, that Iam confirained by the
word and teachirigs of God, andby undenyabilz:arlcafoni};{gé
k to look mponall the labour of your lives, the higheft, and the:
bufielt, butas the picking of firaws, or playing wich feather,
‘or riding upon a ftaff ora hobby-horfe, or fuch like a&ions as-
children, fools or mad men ufe, as long as you mind not, and
¢ {eek not after the One thing necefflary.  What ever they’ may
be to orhers, they areno mifer ot better to your felves : This
is my judgement ; yea,this is the judgement of the Spirit of
God: Pbil. 3.8. 1f Paul was not miftaken, your gasn itfelf is-
%0 be acconnted Lofs, and all bur dung in comparifon of the b
knowing and winxing of Chrift, thar you might be found inbim,
and have his righteonfne(s: Think not the name of dung too. ‘
: bafe, when God himfelf hath writtenic here upon your higheit"
{ endowments and honours, by hisSpirit. And indeed what will:
, theyall do more thendmng to procure yon the favour of God,
or the pardon of your fins? If you offer him gold, will it do
any more then if yon offered him fo much dirt? Is not the.
prayer of a beggar heard as foon asof a Lord or Gentleman?
f If they would do any thingto buy you peace of Confcience,
[ or everlafting life , or if they would but keep you alive on
2 earth, I fhould not marvail at your courfe: Bat when they
i will do none of this, but make your wayto Heaven more dif-
ficult, yea, your falvation a thing impefiible while you thus
five after the fleth ( Rom.8.13.) how then can any- eafier
fentence be pait npon your choice? Be you the Greateft or:
the Wifeft in your own efteem, or in the efteem of others of.
yout mind, I felieve,yea, I am [ure, thatyouare all this while
but laboriouily idle, and honourably debafing -your felves, and
delightfully rormenting your felves, and wiiely befooling your ;
felves,and thriftily undoing youor felves for ever, I have rea- - &
fon tofay that your rifingand honourable and voluptuous im- [
ployments; are not only like childrens playing in the fand, ;
and making them houfes with' fticks and ftones: but fo much
mare. pitifull, as the reafonwhichyou abufe exceedeth theirs.
And. could you all attain to be Lords and Ladies, T fhould look
upon you but asa King or Queen upon a Chefs-board, astoany
felicicy thatic bringeth to.your felves; whatfoever nfe the over-
ruling providence of God may make of you for his Churches;
! The, wife Merchani is he that fecking pearls doth find chis Oﬂ}" I
‘ 3 ® ,J" i & T
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of grearefp prict, and felleth all that be hath and buyeth st o
even «f the worldly treafures which you fo highly value:
AMat.13: 45, 46. There is more true Riches in this Oze peart
then in athoufand loads of fand or dirt. Ifyouwill load your
felves with mire and clay conceiting it to be your treafure,yonr
bm;,ks will be broken before you will have enough to make youw
rich. :
O Sirs, with whar eyes, with what hearts do you ule to
read fuch paffages of Chrift that fpeak fo plainly to you,asif he
named you, and fo piercingly as one would think fhould make
you feel, Luke 12.19, 20,21. Sosl, thou haft much goods lnid up
for many years; take thine eafe, cat,drink , and bemerry: But
God (uid to him,Than fool, this night foall thy foul be required
of ‘thee 5 and then whofe fball thofe things be which thon hafk
provided? fo is be that layeth up treafure for him[elf, and s not
7ich towards God. ] Would yoa bave Chrift fpeak plainer t0O
to'you: or elofelyer apply it,that-you may perceive he {fpeaks
to you 2 You haveloft all the Labour of your lives 5 but thats -
not all,

3. But farthermore confider, that if the One thing needfult
have been negle@ed, whatever elfe you have been doing, or
whatever you have got, (unlefs as preparatory to this) you
bave not ‘only loff your labour , but you have all this while
been bufily wndoing your [elves , and labomwring for yowr ow#:
perdition. -

If it were but the /ofs of your Time and Labour, youwould
then die butas 4rates, and beas if you had never been: and
‘to thofe:that bhave brutified themfelves, this will feem more
tolerable, thento live in holinefs to God: But alas, you have
done mueh worfe then this ; You have not only been digging
your own graves, but batringup againft your felves the doors
of heaven, and kindling the unquenchable fire to torment you ;
Mar. 9. 44. . :

I befecch you give mea confiderate hearing,: you ambitious
Gentlemen, you covetous worldlings, .and you that ferve your
lufts and pleafures ! Do youw-think you-had been doing the
the work of wifemen, if you had all this while been burning
Yourown fingers, or cutting your own fiefh | or fett ng your
Own or your neighbours houfes on fire 7 What weuld you
haveus call that man that would livein fuch imployments a5
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_ thefe | and yet would be acccunted wife or honourable ? Dol

need to tell thee, as Nathaw did David , that [ Thom ars the
man? | DoIneedinfo plainacafe to tell you , that you have
been doing worfe, (1fpeak notrafhly ) a thoufand times Worle,
againft your fouls, thenthis would have been which is fuppofed
to be only againft your bodies! Alas felf-deftroyers, what doyou
mean ? Did God fend you hither on no better an errand chan to
kindleandblow the fire of his wrath, and fillinto it when you
bave kindled it ¢ Have you no better work in the world to'do |
then to prepare your felvesa placeinhell? and wich a great deal
of care,and coft, and fir , to labour for damnation, as if you
were afraid of lofing it? ;

I know you will fay , [ God forbid', wehope better , weintend
#e [wch thing ] Buralas the queftion’is not, What you intend, but
what you sre doing > Not whether it be your defire that everlaft-
ing death fhould be the wagesof fin,but whether itbe the Law and
unchangeable will of God ¢ Rom. G.23. If you feck not firft Gods
Kingdem and his righteon/nefs, andlook not after the Ore thing
needfwul , with your chiefelt Effimation , Refolntion , and Endea
vonrs, as fure as Chriftis true, this will prove your cafe ac laft,
though how you wink, and wilfully go on, and will not believe it:
As fure asthe Gofpelistrue,thisis crue. There are but two Ends,
Heaven and Hell; and if you mifsthe former, you fall into the
latter. If you live after the flefb, you /ball die , whatever you
imagine : and youmuft morrific the deeds of the flefb by the fpiri
if you will live, Rom. 8. 13. If you fee a man cucting his own
throat, and you ask him, [ what are you doing man | will you kill

wyonr [elf 2 ] and heanfwerethyou, No, God forbid ; I-bave no

Yuch meaning I will hope berrer]. Would you chink that this
would fave his life-? or that hishopes and meanings would prove
him ever the wiferman? }tell you from the Word of God, itis
one of the plaineft eruths that is there contained , thar if you
valuenot, choofenot, and feck not the One thing Needful above all
ether things whatfoever | you areall this while but fowing the
feeds of endlefs mifery, whofe fruir you muft reap in oster Aark=
wefs, where Will be weeping , and wailing | 'and grafbing of testh,
Mar.13. 42, 50. Youare treafuring np Wrath again the day of

: wrath, andthe revelation of the righteous judgemm of God, who

Will give to every manm sccording te bis works , Rom. 2.5, 6. You
are [vwing inpleafuretoche flzb, in eating, and drinking ,_anhd
- mirth,

S
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mirth, and honout : but you fhall reap in corraption, famentation
and woe. Gale 6.7,8. For weeto yom ths now langh, for yom fhall
meonrnand weep s Woe t0yos that are rich ( and have no better,
but want the everlatting riches ) , for yon have received your con-
felation = Woe to youthat arefull, ( and yet are empty of Chrift
and grace ) for you fhull bunger , Euke 6. 24,25. Thefe are the
words of Chrift himfelf ; and therefore true if Chrift be

true, ,
* Yea more then this , let me have leave to tell you, ( for why
‘ and that which is

fhould I not tell you of your greateft folly, is
neceffary for you to know ?) As long as you negle& the O=e
thing necefJary, you are acting the part of ‘the moft deadly enes
mies againit your fetves. No enemy that you have 1n allthe
world, could do that againft you, as you do againft your felves,
You abhorrthe Devil ; and I blameyou not, for his malice an
enmity deferveth it : Butyoudo much worfe againft your felyes
then the Devil himfelf could everdo. To rempt you to {in 1s not
fo much as to Confent toir and commsit it. He can but entice yor,
and not confPrain you,: It is you that are the neglecters of your
Makerand Redeemer , and the wilful rejedter
licity : Satan dothbad enough againft you by temptation ; but
you do wor/e by yielding and finning , much worfe then all the
Devilsin hell could do agairft you,  Yor God hath not given aI'!»
of them fo much power over you, as he bath given you Over
your felves. : : :
Lord, what a diftracted ecafe is theungodly world in ! They
bate any man elfe that they do but imagine is cheir enemy !

Theugh be do butdiminifh their worldly wealch or honour, they g

If a man giveone of them a boxon the
s for the Deyil, who is the common
hink they ) blefs themfelves

cannot forgive him :
ear, he cinnor bear it ; And a
encmy, they fpit at his name, and (¢t
from him : Andyetthele fame men do fpend all their care,and
time, and labour, in doing more againft themfelves, thenall cheic
enemics could do inearth or hell : and are worfe them Devils ta
shemfclves  and yet they never fall ont with themfclves. for it 5,
Il:nc ean forgive themlelves as cafily asif they did themfclves no:
arm..

This is true , too true Sirs, as harfh as it feemetli to your cars;

And if it difpleafe you to hear of i, bethink your felves what

s of your own fe-

itistodoir; and how God and allwife men muft jndge of gﬁoatz
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that have no more mercy on your felves :. Certainly it is much
worfe to do it , then to tell you what you do. God tells men of
their fin, and God doth nothing but what is good ; but it is thems-
Jelves only that commit it : I befeech you do but underftand what
you are doing, aslong asthe One thing seceffary is neglected by
you.

. 4. Confideralfo, that whatfoever elfe you have been doing
in the world, if you have not done the One thing meedful, you
have unman’dyour felves, and lived below your Reafon, andin plain
Englifh, you have lived as befides Josir wits.

I give you no harder language then God himfelf hath frequent=
ly gtven youin his Word , and then you will fhortly give your
felves, if you repent not ; yea and fooner if you do repent. If
you have (in this’) the ufe of your Reafon , you muft needs
know what you have your Reafon for = And I befeech you tell
me for what you have t, if not to ferve and pleafe your Maker ,
and prepare for your everlaflting ftate ? Is it only that you may
know how to plow and fow, and follow your trades and pleafure
inthe world, and fatisfie your flefh a lictle while, and then die as
the bealts thac perifh ? None of you, I fuppofe, will fay fo, thac
calls himfelf a Chrifian : 1f God had made you for no higher
things thenbeafts , he would have given you no higher faculties
and endowments. As theybe not made to enjoy God, fo they bave
00 knowledge of him : he fendeth not his Word to them, and
calleth them not tolearn the knowledge of his will : Buc yo#'
know, or may know, that there is « God, and that he 4s 4 rewarder

‘;f thems that diligently [eck bim ; and are capable of Loving him ,

wtending bim , and [erving bim, and therefore of enjoying him :
Beafts are not ruled by the bopes and fears of a life atter this s
For their nature and end do not requireit. But men muf} be thus
raled, or elfe there can be no fufficient ruling of them, inan
ordinary way : Which fhews thet the Nature of man is ca-
gablc of the things which are the matter of their hopes and
&ars.

. VerilySirs, T think, as to any good that cometh by it, there
s very lirtle difference between having Reafon, and having none,
if we had nothing to do with it , but cunningly to lay up our
food, and make provifion for this corruptible flefh , and had not
another life to mind. It were no fuch great difference, 10 my

opinion, asit commonly goes for, whether we Were z7es 0 dag:-;.
vhether we were / 2
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if it were onle for the matters of this tranficory fife. Tor though
I may not deny but yet man were the nobler creature | yet alas
the difference would be but graduall and fmall, as an Ape or Dog
excells aSwine : Andasto his Happinefs, itis doubtful whether
Man would not have the worft of 1¢, For as brutes have not
mans knowledge, fo they have not his toil and trouble of mind,
hiscare, and fear, and griefs, and difappointments : Nor have
they fo terrible fore-thoughts of death through all their lives, as
énan muft have, much lefs fuch fears of what would follow after
eath.

And therefore I may boldly fay, that you have thrown away
your wits, and laid by your Reafonas to the prineipal ufe of ir,
if you have forgot, or have not chiefly fonght the One thixg neceffa-
7y. Where were your wits when a lamp of flefh was preferred
before immortal fouls ? and when the trouble and dungof a
tranfitary world, was more efteemed then God and endlefs Glo-
ry ? Where were your wits when you might have had Chrift,
and Life in him, and his pardoning, healing , fan&ifying grace ,
and you had no mind of him, and were not fenfible of your ne-
ceffity, and paft him by with as much negle&, asif you could
have been faved withouthim ? When you might long ago have
made fure of Heaven ; and now you are evesready to dropinto.
Hell, and ftaybut fora Feaver, or Confumption, or fome other
difeafe to cut the thred, and turnchekey, unlefs a fpeedy found
converfion fhall yet prevent ir. What have you doneinall your
life-time, that fhould make a wife man judge you Reafonable ? Is
that your Reafon to be penry wife and pound foolifh, to be wile
to do evil, and to have no knowledge to do good ? Ferem. 4.22.
To run up and down for I know not what, and to leave chat un-
done that you were created and redeemed for? Can youthink
that it is Reafonable to make fuch ado for the air of dying mens
applaufe , and to be well thought of, or to live like Gentlemen,
or to the contentment of a flefhly mind , when you know that
you are juft ready to pafs out of this world into an endlefs life of
Joy or Torment, { yea certainly of torment, if youthushold on ) 2
Where all thefe things will aﬂgrd you no relief or benefit ; but
the memory of your courfe will be the fuell of your mifery :
Can that man be wife thatdamns his foul ? Can he deferve the
Name. of a fober man, that will fell his falvation for fo fhort, fo
_fman, fo filtby a pleafure as fin affordeth ? Is he worthy the name
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ot reputation of a wife man, that hath not wit enough to fcape-
_ ecernal fire ? nor wit enough to forbear laying hands upon him--
felf,and doing all this againt his own foul ? What think you,is not
the cafe here plain enough ? . :

Be not offended if I fpeak yet plainlyer to you; for ina cafe
fo lamentable, how can we be too plain or ferious ? Suppofeyou
knew a Prince or Lord, that had an itch upon him, which the
Phyficion offereth fpeedily and eafily to cure; but be hath fo
much pleafure in fcratching , that he doth not only refufe the
cure, left it deprive him of his delight, but he will give bis King- -
dom or Lordthip to one that will fcratch him but a little while ,
though he be fure to live a beggar after irall his dayes. Iputitto
your felves, What name you would give this man, or what efteem
you wpuld have of him : Do you think that any #ugodly. worldly
perfonis wifer than this man ? Alas their cafe is fo mach worfe,
that there is #o comparifon : They are more foolify then yout hearts
can now conceive, or then I am able fully to exprefs, You have
now the itch of Pride and Luft ; and your throats muft be pleafed
inyour mears, and drinks 5 and youirch after 7iches, and horosr,
and recreations ;, and Chrift telleth you by his Word, that thefe
arebut your fick defires , and that the pleafing of them tends to
kill you ; and he offereth you for nothing, a fafe , and certain ,
and fpeedy cure : But you refufe t, and will not hearken to him:
You muft be fcratcht whatever it coftyou : You muft have your
riches , and honour , and flefhly pleafure , as the felicity which
you cannot part with,though it ceft you your falvation. Though
God be negle@ed, and his favour loft, and your fouls be loft,and
the One thing needfnl calt afide, you muft have your garnal ima- -
ginarions gratified : And is this your wifdom? The Lord blefsus -
from fuch a kind of wifdom. ,

Yec this is not the worft : 1will fhew you one frain moreof
the diftra&ion of the ungodly world. If thefe men do but fee
anz perfon of an hundredthataremore diligent for. Heaven then
earth, to fallinto Melancholy , 0r diftrefs of foul; or fuppofeit
wereinto fome lofs of reafon ; they prefently cry out agiin
Religion,and fricine(s, and precifenc[s, and making fo muchado
to be faved ; and fay it is the way to make men mad : Hence cOMES
the proverb of the Papifts [ Spiritus (alvinianss eft [pirisats -
melanchelicns ] and of the prophane among our felves , ehat

[ 4 Puritanc s A Prorefpant frightned ont of hiss wits 1} 'l;il:r)é :
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