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ot reputation of a wife man, that hath not wit enough to fcape-
_ ecernal fire ? nor wit enough to forbear laying hands upon him--
felf,and doing all this againt his own foul ? What think you,is not
the cafe here plain enough ? . :

Be not offended if I fpeak yet plainlyer to you; for ina cafe
fo lamentable, how can we be too plain or ferious ? Suppofeyou
knew a Prince or Lord, that had an itch upon him, which the
Phyficion offereth fpeedily and eafily to cure; but be hath fo
much pleafure in fcratching , that he doth not only refufe the
cure, left it deprive him of his delight, but he will give bis King- -
dom or Lordthip to one that will fcratch him but a little while ,
though he be fure to live a beggar after irall his dayes. Iputitto
your felves, What name you would give this man, or what efteem
you wpuld have of him : Do you think that any #ugodly. worldly
perfonis wifer than this man ? Alas their cafe is fo mach worfe,
that there is #o comparifon : They are more foolify then yout hearts
can now conceive, or then I am able fully to exprefs, You have
now the itch of Pride and Luft ; and your throats muft be pleafed
inyour mears, and drinks 5 and youirch after 7iches, and horosr,
and recreations ;, and Chrift telleth you by his Word, that thefe
arebut your fick defires , and that the pleafing of them tends to
kill you ; and he offereth you for nothing, a fafe , and certain ,
and fpeedy cure : But you refufe t, and will not hearken to him:
You muft be fcratcht whatever it coftyou : You muft have your
riches , and honour , and flefhly pleafure , as the felicity which
you cannot part with,though it ceft you your falvation. Though
God be negle@ed, and his favour loft, and your fouls be loft,and
the One thing needfnl calt afide, you muft have your garnal ima- -
ginarions gratified : And is this your wifdom? The Lord blefsus -
from fuch a kind of wifdom. ,

Yec this is not the worft : 1will fhew you one frain moreof
the diftra&ion of the ungodly world. If thefe men do but fee
anz perfon of an hundredthataremore diligent for. Heaven then
earth, to fallinto Melancholy , 0r diftrefs of foul; or fuppofeit
wereinto fome lofs of reafon ; they prefently cry out agiin
Religion,and fricine(s, and precifenc[s, and making fo muchado
to be faved ; and fay it is the way to make men mad : Hence cOMES
the proverb of the Papifts [ Spiritus (alvinianss eft [pirisats -
melanchelicns ] and of the prophane among our felves , ehat

[ 4 Puritanc s A Prorefpant frightned ont of hiss wits 1} 'l;il:r)é :
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“dare not ftudy the Seripture fo much , nor meddle wich fuch -

bigh matters as their [alvation., nor be fo godly, nor meditate on
the world to come, left it fhould drive them out ot their wits, O
miferable men ! Asif it were poffible for you to be more danger-
onfly mad | then you are already ! (Unlefs by growing unto
_greater wickednefs /) Do you lay out your wic , and ftrength,
and time, in feeding a corrupable body for the grave , and fpend
‘your lives in running after your own fhaddows, while your
everlafting lifeis forgotten or neglected ! Do you fell your Sa-
viour with Fudas for a little money ; and change your part in
God and Glory , for the bratifh pleafures of fin fora feafon ?
And are youafraid of altering this coutfe of life , and rurcingto
God, left it fhould make yon mad ? Lord , whata befotting thing
isfin 7 What a cunning cheater is the Devil | What a deluded
diftra&t:d fort of people are the ungodly ? Will you runfrom

‘God, from Chrift, from Grace, from mercy, from Scripture .

from the godly, and from Heaven it felf for fear of being mad 2
Why what grearer madnefs can you fear then this ? What worfe
is humane nature capable of ? Ualefsit be the addition of a fue-
ther meafure of the fame,and unlefsicbe to hold on in that way,
-and perfecute the contrary with fuch like aggravations of your
‘madnefs , I know not of any worle that you fhould fear. Wil
yourun to Hell to prove your felves to bein your wits ¢ Again
1{ay, the Lord blefsus from fuch a kind of wit. Nay Hell ic felf
hath no fuch diftra&ednefs as yours : The difference between
the Oxe thing necdful,and your many things,is there better, though
tve lare underftood ! Is Loving God the way to be mad ¢ and lo-
wing the world and flefbly pleafures the way to be wife 2 Is con~
verfing with God in bumble prayer , and believing hislove, and
loving him , and delighting in him , and fpeaking of his name ,
and word, and works unto his praife, and hopiag to live with
him for ever, I fay, s rhss (which is the work of a Believer)
_ a liker courfe to make menmad, then ferving the Devil, and
drudging in the world, and living under the curfe of God, and
in continual danger of damnation ? What men are thev,
that dare entertain fuch horrid and uareafonable fuggefti-
ons 2

I confels weare not unacquainted with the fadnefs and melan-
choly that fome perfons bave contracted by. Religious employ-

mengs 3 and perbaps one of a thoufand may lofe gheir wits - Burl
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nuft tell you, all thefe folowing points, that will fhew you that
Religion is not to be blamed for it, nor avoided,” - ;

1. It is ordinarily perfons of the weaker fex, or of wery weak,
brains and very frong paffions, that are waturally inclined to it ,
and are not able ro bear anylong and ferious thomghts , about
matters of that moment, which are apt to make the deepeft im-
preflions : But perfons thar naturally are of found and calme
difpofitions, are feldom troubled with any fuch affecs.

2. Itis ufually the cafe of perfons that miffake the nature of
Religion, though not in the main, yet in fome particulars of grear
concernment : That ftudy not fufficiently the Love of God de-
clared o us in our Redeemer, but feed their griefs and troubles
only by the thoughts of their own infirmities ; and that con-
fider not that the chief part of Religion doth confift inLove ,
and Joy inthe Holy Ghoft, and in Thankfgiving and delightful
praifing our Creator. So that it isnot long of Religion if men
will leave out the chief parts of Religion, and make them-
felves a Religion of fo much only as may breed their
tromble. . 58 '

3. And I muft further tell yon, that asI bave had oppor-
tunity of knowing the flate of as many troubled diftempered
minds, as any one of you whoever he be ; fo I muft needs bear
witnels , that I have met with many that have been diffraited by
Worldly eares, or forrows, or difcontents,for onethatever I knew
diftracted with the cares about the matter of their falvation.
And yet theugh it be worldlycare and forrow that moft com-
monly bringech dearh and madne(s , you will not therefore give
over your Callings, and refolve that you will meddle no more
with meat, or drink,or cloathes, or houfes, or lands, or friends,
or children : Nay it were well if you would be brought to me-
deration , and takenoff your snordinate defires.

4. Andyetin the conclnfion I muft tell you, that, though I
know that thelofs of a mans underftanding is a very grievous
affliction, and fuch asI hope God will never lay upon me, yet
I had a thoufand times rather go diftracted to Bedlam with
the exceflive care about my falvation; then be one pf you
thatcaff away the care of your [alvation for fear of being di-
ftracted, and” will go among the snfermal Bédlams into hell for
fear of being mad.. The height of your carnal wifdom is more
deplorable then their difrattion. For God will. cendemn - no.

man,
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sman becanfe Beis diffratted, nor fo machasélame him for it;
 unlefs asitis the fruitof fin, ) no more then he will condemn
or blame an Ideor or & beaj?, becaule they have no ufe of reafon:

If pavidhad been ashe feigned himfelf eo be, 1 Sam.21.13,14.

it would not have caft him out of Gods favour, fo far as oxe fi
did, muchlefs fo far as the ungodly are. A man may goto
| Heaven from [ushamadnefs. But you that have Reafon for the
world, but none for God ; thatare wife todo evil, that have
wit to deftroy your felves and ferve the flefh, buc none to look
after your recovery and falvation, itsyou that fhall have the
ftripes, the many, the great, the endlefs ftripes. You that have

fo much wic as that you glory init, and think your felves wifer -

then thereft of the world, and yetbhavenot wit to know, and
love,and ferve your maker : nor to value and feek firft the Oxe
thing meceflary, it is you that will prove the miferable

fools. -
If seu had not had a natural capacity of underflanding, you

had nofin : But now you have no cloak for your fin,when
ou have the worldly wifdom which is foolifhnefs with God,
and have a finning, {elf-defiroying wit,and are wilfully void of
the wifdom that thould fave you, (1 Cor.1.25. & 3.19. Fer.8.9.)
when you have not a meacffirated, buta wvoluntary diftra®ion =
and this 5 your condemnation, thar Light is come into the world,
and you have loved darkne[s rather then Light, becanfe your deeds
were evil, John 3. 10, ;

If you think this wilfull and fenflefs neglect of the One thing
needfull is not a fufficient evidence to prove that mifcrable di=
Brastion which 1 charge upon you, will you burt believe your
Maker, and let the word of God be Judge between us, and mark
what language it givethto fuchas1 now defcribe 2 Zhef.3.2.
Jer.4.22. Ecele[.7.25. 2 Per.2.12. ‘?jalmy-’-ﬁ. & 94. 8.
Fer. 10.8.14. Dewr.32. 6. Pfalm73.3.22. 2.8am.14, 10,
In thefe places your courfe bath no better titles, than smrea--

Jonable, foolifb, brutifo, fozib, ¢re.. even from the God of Wif~

h

dom himfelf, who isthe fiteft to give you the charatter thar
you deferve. When youbave truly confidered of your way,.
if indeed you find that youhave dealt like wile men, bhold on.
and fay fo- ar the laft, when you have eaten thefruic of your

doing,and have fecn the End.. ;
5~ Furshermore Confider, thatwhat everclle you._liavzg?fﬂf
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_doing in the wotld, if the one thing seeeffary be yet undone,

“gou bave loft and abnfed <1l the mercies that God hath beftowed

~on you: Many a thoufand prerious mercics have been given
you: Andto what ufe, butto helpyou to everlafting mercy,

and toprevent your everlating mifery ! This is the End, and
this is the Life and excellency of all your mercies: For all pre-
Jent mersies have the Nature of a Means to a further End : And
the Goodnefs and nature of the Means confifteth in its fitnefs
to promote the End. And therefore you have loftall the

‘Mercies that you have received, if you are never the ncarer

your End for them ; and if they have not promoted the Love
of God, and your falvation. - You have had health,and firength,
and time, and peace, and liberty, and fome of you alfo wealch
and honour in the world. But you have loft them all, if your fal-
vation be not furthered by them. Many a prelervation you
have had, when others have been cut off before your faces,
and maay adeliverance from dangers known or unknown, and
much of the fruit ofthat Patience of God,whichhath ¢ill now at-
tended you in your fin : Many aSermon you have heard,and ma-
ny a warning you have had , an _

Vineyard, and daily watered with the Ordinances of grace:
Butail thefeare /off if the Onethizg nec
&ed : Nothingin this world dothyou good indeed, any farther
then it promoteth your Everlafting good. And do you think
that you have dealt kindly or juftly with God, to deal fo con-
temptuoufly with all his mercies, as O caft them away, and
tread them under foot? When you want but food or rayment,
orliberty or health, you value them and pray for them ; and
when you have them , what do you with them, but throw

them s jnghe channel, and facrifice ‘them to your lufts and
:&len Death looketh you in the face, you begin t0
d then O whatwould you not give

for a fictle more, and that God would try you a few years
longer : And when you have Time, what do you with it, but
ferve the Devil, and caftit away for nothing, and fpend itin
preparing for everlafting forrows ? How can you tor fhame

cry 1o God for Mercy in your next diftrefs , when you have

contemptuoufly thrown away the Mercies of twenty,0r thirey,
dren fhould ask you

or forty years already : 1f your own chile :
for meat or drink,and when tey have if fhould throw it €0 the

¢ffary hath been negle-

enemies ; ;
know the worth of Zime, an

d you havebeen planted in Gods
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dogs ; or ask you for money, and caftitinto the dirt , and do
thus an hundred and an bundred times over, would you go on to -
pive it them becaufe they ery for it 2 '

- OSirs, that you could but ufe your Reafon in the matters for
which it was given you by your Maker ! Either time and mercy
is worth fomething,or nothing : If itbe worth nothing , never -
beg for it , and never be fad when it is taken from you. Why
make you fuch'a ftir for that whichis nothing worth? (I mean
your corporal mercies , for fpiritual mercies you can be too well
content to be without ) Butif they be worthany thing, why do
you eafl them away, and make no becter ufe of them 2 What'
good do you with them 2 or what good do they do you? Believe
it, finners, God doth not defpifehis mercies as you do. :He will
not alway give you meat, anddrink , and health, and ftrength,
and life, to play with, and do nothing with. ‘He will teaeh you
becter to value them before he hath done with you. - Not that he
thinks them too good foryou ; but he would have them be ferser
to you then you will let them be. He would have every bit you
eat, to beufed to ftrengthen youin your wa'kto heaven , and
every hour of your time to help you towards eternal happinefs,
and every prefent mercy to further your everlafting mercy ; that
fo by theimprovement , their value may beadvanced, and they’
may be merciesindeed to you. Be rafed by ‘God, and you thall
~ receive morein one mercy, then your donow in a thoufand, Bue
if-you will do mothing with them , blame him not if he takethem .
from you , and leave you defticute of what you knew not how
to ufe. : : s g opdinsd oi iy 2L

- Nay your fin is greater then meerly to-caff amay your mercies '
You do not only Jofe them | but turn themallintoa emfe ,-and
snde YOUur fou/s with that which is given for the fuffentation of
- your budies :+ While youknow ne better ufeof mercies, then to

pleafe your fenfes , and accommodate the flefh, and forgetthe
One thing needful, which is the End of all; you turn them all into
fin, and hght again(t God by them,and {trengthen his enemy-and:
vourown, and block up your way to Heaven by them, and trea-
fure up wrath for thedreadfulday, when your wealch thall bea
witncls againft you, and fhall cat your fefh asic weve fire, $am.
§:1,2.3. Rom. 2. 5. You contempraounfly caft that bread vo’
dogs, which he giveth you to fupply your own neccflivies + You*
treacheroufly carry over his provifionto the. enemy. Confider’

: this;»,
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this, you that fay you hope tobe faved , becanfe God is merciful :
You have found indeed that God ss merciful, by large experience :
But if you do not learn, and quickly learn to make a bettcr ufe
of his mercies, abufed mercy will proveyour everlafting mifery :
O what a reckening will you have ? What aload co prefs you
down to Hell 2 Unlefs youwould have ufed them better , ic had
been cafier for you, if thefe temporal mercies had been denyed
you : Can that man look to be faved by mercy , that would not
be intreated to confent that mercy fbonld fave him in the day of
falvation ? in the accepted time ? but ferved the Devil with
thofe very mercies that would have faved him ? God fendeth you

his mercies to kill your fins, and fan¢tifie you, and engage youto.

himfelf ; and if you will feed your fins with them, and make them
your idols, and forfake God for them, and be falfe to him, to
your Covenant, and your duty, and negle& that Ose thing for
which he gave them to you, you do not only lofethem, but turn
them to a curfe. And,alas,poor finners,what will you have to fly
to,to truft in, or to comfort you, when mercy abufed hath not

- only forfaken you, buc fallsupon you as 2 mountain, and feedeth

your aggravated endlefs mifery ?
6. Moreover, whileft you negle& the One thing neceffary, you

negle® Chrift himfelf, and rejec the faving benefic of his blood-

fhed, and refufe the healing work of his Spirit, and the precious
benefits which he hath offered you in the Gofpel. And how car
you efcape if you negle® fo great falvation ¢ Heb.2. 3. How
will you be faved, when you refufe the only Saviour? There is
indeed enough in Chrift to heal and fave the humbled foul , that

' hirflech for his righteoufnefs and falvation, and valueth and

feeketh him as a Saviour : and if you would thus come to him,
you mighe have life, $ob# §. 40. But whiles you give your felves
©0 pleafe the flefh, and follow the world, and look {o litleafter

hrift, orafter the ends and benefits of his fufferings and grace,
Chrift is as no Chrift to you; and Grace is as no Grace to you ;
and the Gofpel is as no Gofpel to you ; and you will be never
the more faved, then if these had no Saviour ever come into the
world, or there had never Grace been given to the world, or
there had never been promife made , or Golpel preached to the
world : For Chrift will not fave them that continue to neglect

him, and fet light by ail the merey that he offereth , and the fal=’

vatjon which he hagh purchafed, and do not efteem and ufe hims as
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a Saviour, and cannot find enough in God and Glory, totake off
their hearts from the pleafures and idols of the fiefh. If Chrift
Would have gathered you as a ben gathereth her chickens under her
wings 5 and you would not (Marth, 23.37.) you will beas far
+ from being faved by him, as if you had never heard of his
name. _
And yetthatis not all = If you prevent it not by true Con-
verfion, you will with a thoufand and a thoufand times, that this
~wereall : Buc there is worfe them this + For Chrift will not leave
aman of you as he finds you: If you are fo far inlove wich
worldly wealth and ﬂé(hly pleafure, ehat you can tafte no fivees-
nels in his Grace, and fee no defirable glory in his Kingdom, he
Will make you tafte the bitternefs of his wrath,and feel the weight
©Of his fevereft juftice. The moft compaffionate Savionr is the moft
dreadful Judge , torthofe that will not -be faved by his grace. It
Will be eafier tor Sodome and Gomorrab in the day of Judgement,
then for thofe that were the obftinate refufers of bis Gofpel,
Marth.6. 11, 12. He that defpifed Mofes Law dyed without mercy,
#nder two or three witniffes y of how much [urer punifoment hall
_be be thong bt worth] s that bath trodden under foot the fon of God?
Heb. 10.28, 20. s therefore that ye refufe not him that Speakethz
For if they efcaped not that refufed him that Spake onearth , how
much more foall not we efcape, if we turn away from bim that [peak:
€t from heaven ? Heb. 12. 23
7. Aslong as you negle& the 0ne thing Needful , whatever
8ood conceits of Jonr [elves you have entertained, and whatever
hopes, or peace, or comfort, yor have buils upon thofe conceirs | they
ar¢ all bat meer delnfions andirrational,like the laughter of a mad
man, thatis no comfort to the ftanders by", who know thacit is
but the fruit of his diftemper, and maketh him an obje® of more
compaflion. Whar wifdom is it to look highand carry it gallant-

ly in the world |, when you know not but vengeance may over=-

take you the next hour? Alas man, thou haft to de with God =
Though thou fee him not, it is he that upholds thee, and ob~
ferveth thee, and looketh for Love and Duty from thee | and
will be Glorifizd by thee, or thouthalc dearly anfwer it : God will
not be negle&edand abufed at fo cheap a rate as fottith Infidels
1nagine. He defpifeth thee, if thon defpife him, 1 Sam. 2. 30, and

thou defpifefp him, if thoudefpife bjs Meffengers ; and Word, and

honenir

Wee, Lake 10.36. 1 Thel. 4.8, cpndal Qui i ffetbue e
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hononr is it to thee to be ffont-hearted and bigh in thy own con-
ceit, and to live applauded by thy felf and others ? Think of

- your felves as well as you will, God counteth you worfe then the
bafeft brutes, aslong as you make your felves fo, by neglecting
the O7e thing for which you have yourreafon. When you fwag-
ger it out in the world, you do but gingle your fetters, and glory
in your fhame, Phil. 3.18, 19. While fools admire you, God
abhorreth you; he Laugheth you to feorn, and hath Jyon in derifion,.
as he expreflech himfelt after the manner of men, Prev. 1,26.
27, 28, Pfalm 2. 4. When you are proud of your riches, or

onour with fuchas your felves, you are but proud of the bonds
of your captivity, 2 Tm. 2. 26. Though youlive as carelefly and
merrily, and laugh as heartily, and fport your felves as fearlefly
asif all were fafe, and nothing ailed you, yet your mirch is but
your madnefs, Ecclef.7. 4,6, and 2.2. and God [eeth that yonr
day (awoful day ) 4 coming, Pfalm 37.13. and you know not
but you may the next hour be tormented in hell , that this hour
are {o pleafant and confident on carth. And ischisa defirable or
rational kind of mirth 2 Did you but now forefee the end ; did
Jou fee what you muft fee, ox feel alittle of what you muft feel,
you would prefently be far from mirth or laughter ; it would-
fpoil your fport, and turn your tune to doleful lamentations..
O fhort unfatisfattory pleafurey O endlefs, eafelefs woe, how
quickly wilt thou furprize them thatlittle dream of fuch a change!
You fay Religion is a Melancholy thing | but verily your con--
ditionis{o much worfe then melancholy, tha it may makea man-
melancholy to think of men info fad a cafe. If any thingin the
world will make a man melancholy , methinks it fhould be to
ftand in your unhapy ftate , and thence ro lookinto eternity !
and to think of your enmity to heaven, and tha.: you have no
partin Chrift, notitle tohis Kingdom , and to think what hafte
yoware making to your infernal home , and how faft the wheels
of night and day do hurry your unprepared fouls to Judgesent, .
and that your judgement lingreth not , avd yowr damnation flum-
breth xot, as the Holy Gholt fpeaketh, 2 Per. 2. 3. Whether you
fleep or wake, be fure st fleepeth nor.. Inaword , to nepled ‘h"j
Ore thing needful,is o negle& Heawen it felf and your falvanonci ‘
t0 neglelt Heaven is to lofe iz 2 and Jofe Heaven and lo[e all. An
what comfort can the fore-thoughts of /ife everlafting aﬁ'ordz:
foulin aflate of fin, thatis paffing to everlafling mifery ? vﬁfu ,,
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what ‘comfort €an any thing in this tranfiory life | afiord that
man that hath no macter of comfort in the /ife zo come, yea that
muftchere live in endlefs forrows ! O let me not z4ffe of that
frantick and unreafonable mirch, that tendeth to fuch beavinefs,
and driveth away thofe wife recovering thoughts thar are necef-
fary to preventic ! For the Lords fake , and for your fouls fake,
allyou that negle@ the Ore thing needfrl, will you but fearch
the Scripture, and foberly confider whetherall this be not cer-
tain truth : andif it be, howit fhould affect you, and what a
-change in reafon it fhould make upon you ! 1 have done with chis
Ufe: If you have taken a furvey of your own hearts and lives,
willyou next for the exercifing of your compafiion look a little

further.

Tfe 2.

T F One thing be Needf! | and the negie&t of this be fo unrea-
Ifonab!e, founmanly, and fo dangerous , as we have feen it
proved, then what an obje& of compafiion and lamentation is
the diftraded world ? Look upon this text of Scripture, ar‘ldA
look alfo upon the courfe of theearth , and confider of the dif=
agreement , and whether it be not flill as before the flood, that
all the imaginations of mans heart areevil continually : Gen.
6 §. wereit but pofiiblefor a man to fec the affe&ions and mo-
tions of al! the world at once, as God feeth them, what a pittiful
fight would it be ? What a ftirdothey make , alas poor fouls,
for they know not what 2 while they forger, or fhght, or hate
the Onething necef[ary. What a heap of gadding ants fhould we
fee, that do nothing but gather fticks and ftraw ? Lookamong
perfons of every rank, in Citie and Countrey, and look into the:
families about you, and fee what tradeit is thacthey are moft
bufily driving on; whetherit be for Heaven or earth? and whe-
ther you can difcern by their care and labours that they under-
ftand what is the One thing neceffary # They are as bufieas bees,
but not for honey, butin fpinning fucha {piders web, as the bee-
fome of death wiil prefently fweep down, 706 8. 14. Theylabour
hard ; but for what ? for thefood that peritheth , and not for
that which will endure to everlafting life. 7okn 6. 27. They are’
difigent feekers ; but for whar ? 53 firlt for God,"his King
e : 2 om
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édomand Righteoufnefs ; but for : : :
Zs?n addition to their !;lelfcd:crfst.h %E:‘Zhé i p s
romg; but what are they doing ? even n.ndio‘3 3. They are ftill
blt{nnhmg away from God , to hunt after the ing tl}emfclvcs» by
the world : Inflead of providing for th %gft: Shies picsieey
;S‘:)inmal?“% provifion for the flefh to fulfi!l itel "ﬂc g
S e Vo of God, b ey bk 1
Lukzgyx; C'lefce‘tfulnefs of riches and tl‘1e catc'Zscof?a’l:'ulpge-
- - 14. They are careful and SNIT
but t'be One thing that thould be aut[t::zt?lcd gbou; many things,
nothing. Providing for the flefh, and em, is caft by as if it were
::n P lg)l)'men': of their lives.. They’troub'l??l(ziemgf[hc e
b':ltlh e their families, and neareft relations ;r:]slvefs s
T e e i o
B deakobe o av; their l?one to themfelves , and givethem:
eth [ Los by they have taken our coat, and fay as Mephibo-
dog ac his“ca;;”i(:ﬂke ﬂfll there is no living quietly by them. A
| n, or a {wine in hi : e
tl.len miny _of thefe fcnﬁmxi]fgslintll])laxsttli%z%l: ,()1{93)0:;1 s greedy
1:;:4{0 trhcrr trafh : But to Holinefs they have :o a;’;::::‘: 4&;;5&
-Thewog ¢ then indifferent to the things that are indeed defirable s
o an)c]ieda;er;i;z ;ovetou[ue[: for the things which theyare com-
ger and thirft afl £ 1 Cor.12 31. They have [o lirtle hun=-
Totishie th ter rightesnfnefs, that a very lissle or none will
i ¢ them : Here they are pleading alwayes for moderats e
L Zga{ﬂﬂ too much, and too earneft, and too long : And all iswt”"
:n::ifaﬁmth them that is above fark_nanght , or e ;,]P{,,,,-ﬁ:fl.
£ is 200 earneft and teo Jong that would make Religion feem @
f /finefs, or would engage them to feem fersons in their ¢wn pro-
t':gl:‘:at’é;s z; pi“'tbcfn; P‘ﬁjﬂaﬁ’in the worfhip of God and the
: ( their falvation. Let but their f s chatd
sEglSideic worklybuocts, (wlich! contelsahey hould nct
<. ey ear of it with both ears : But if th :
:%ﬁf‘ﬁ God, or neglect his Word or Worfhips ; :h:; lfth;lle)r’ni‘:?
R -th‘:{,’g& patience then E/i’s fons did .. A cold reproof is ufual--
y«d o 5 and it is well if they be not encouraged in their fin;
%: ﬂ:);eg:.l,‘: ; rd?:.‘éafc‘lt [hadt ll:egins to be ferious. for falvation,
ked,derided, and hindred by them. . their daves:
?‘fd labour they over-flecp :hemfel::s;lt)gety ;}‘;ll :)fe(}sstehf:bi?aﬁ‘
l¢d.up o work, (and good reafon );. buc when do they ({?W'
them.




: (45) |
e up-to prayer ¥ When'do they urge them to read, or con=
nget? gx? ciﬁifgrryof the things that ci)ncgm their everlafling life 2
The Lords own day, which isappointed to be fet apart for mat-
ters of thisnature is wafted in idlenefs or worldly talk. Comc‘
at any time into their company, and you may have talk enough,
and too much, of news, or of other mens matters, of their
worldly bufinefs, fports and pleafures : But about God and them
falvation, they have fo little tofay, and that fo heartlefly and on’
the by, as if they were things that belonged not to their careand
duty, and nowhit concerned them, Talk with them about the re-

novation of the foul, and the nature of holinefs, and the life to.

come, and you fhall find them almoft as dumb asa fith , or as dryl
asachip, or as erroneous orinfenfibleas thofe that fP??k bu:‘
words by rote , to fhew you how little they favour or mind the

things of theSpiric. The moft underftand not marters of this n="

ture, nor much defire or care to underftand.them : If one would_
teach them perfonally , they are too old to be catechized or ta

learn, thoughnor too old to be ignorant of the matters which:

they were made for , and are prefetved for in the world : They

are oo wife to learn to be wife, and too good to be taught how-

to begood ; though nottoo wife to follow the feducements of

the Devil and the world, nor too good to be the flaves of Satan,’

~ and thedefpifersand enemies of goodnefs. If they do any thing'
which they calia ferving of God, 1tis fome cold and heartlefs ufe

of words to make them{clves believe that for all their fins they

fhall be faved ; fo thar God will call that a ferving of their fins'

and abomination, which they call 2 ferving of God. Some of them

will confefs that Holinefs is good ;-but they hope God will be

mereiful to them without it = And fome do fo hateir, thatitisa
difpleafing irkfom thing to them, to hear any ferious difcourfe of
holinefs; and they deteft and deride thofe as fanatick. trouble-
fome Precifians, thac diligently feek the Owe thing neceffary. So
that if the Belief of the'moft may be judged by their pradices,
we may confidently fay, that they do not pra&ically believe thar
ever they fhall be brought to Judgement , or thac there is an
Heaven .or Hell to be expected ; and that their confeffion of the
teuth of thie holy Seriptures, and their profeffion of the Atricles
of the Chriftian Faith, areno proofs that they heartily take them
to be true.. Who canbe fucha firanger tothe world,as not to fee
that ehis.is the.cafe of ' the ‘greateft part' of ‘men? And which is
& G e worl
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worfl of all, they go on inthis courfe againftall that ean be
faid to them, and will give no impartial confiderate hearing to
the eruth which would recover them to their wits, but live as if it
would be afelicity to them in Hell to think that they came thither
by wilful refolution, and in defpight of the remedy. Andisit not
a fad profpect to a man that believeth the Word of God, and the
life to come , to look upon fucha diftratted world ? O Sirs, if
Jefus Chrift be wife that condemneththeir courfeand them, then
«certainly all thefe menarefools : And if Chrift knew what he
faid, we muft needs thipk chat they know not what they do. O
what is the matter that reafonable men thould have no more ufe

" .of their reafon in things of fuchimportance,then thus to neglet

their everlafting fate for a thing of naught ? Did God make
them unreafonable, or give them underftandings uncapable of
ghings of fuch high concernment ? Or rather , have they not
drowned their reafon in fenfuality , and wilfully poifoned it with
.malicious averfnefls to God and Holinefs 2 What isthe matter
that the Ore thing needful isno more regarded ? Hath God made
them believe that they fhall dwell here for ever, and never die?
No furely , thisis fo grofs alye, that the Devil himfelf cannoc
make them believe it. They know that they muft-die ; as fure as
they arealive : And yet they prepare not, but wafte their dayes
in feraping in this dunghill world | as if they wereto gono fur-
,ther. Did God never warn them bya Sermon, or fickneSs, to pre-
pare for the life which they muft live for ever ? Yes, many a time,
but they would take no warning. Did God never tell them that
after this life there is another, where they muft live in endlefs joy
ortorment? Yes, and they profeffed that they did believe it :

They heard it an hundred times over , till they were weary of
hearingit. Did God make them believe that they fhall die like
beafts chat have no further to go, nor any other life to live 2 No :

if they do believe this, it is the Devil and not God that maketh
them believe ir. What then is the matter that the 0ze thing netd-
ful isnomoreregarded ? Hath God fhut up cheirfoulsin de-
fg:r,atioh,:'fo thatitis in vain to feek , or trouble themfelves for
t _dt gf Evhlch"t‘here is no hope? Oh no | his compafiion hath pro-
vided them a full remedy : by the death of his Son Redemprion is

procured, and he hath made them a deed of gift, of Chrilt, and

pardon, and eterna life, and tendred it to them, that upon their

aceeptance 1t maybe theirs, ‘Many a gime hath he pffered this
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mercy to them and many a time hath he urgied them to accept’
it He hath fet before them life and death, and given them their
choice, and dire&ed and perfwaded them to choofe arighe : Tm-
 pofiibility of attainment is not their hinderance ; for Mercy be-

feechethand importuneth them to acceptit, and grace and fal-

vationare brought unto their hands. O wonderful ! What then
is left to take off a reafonable creature, from minding and prefer-
ring its own everlafting great concernments ? Is it becaufe they
have done their work already, and having made fure of heaven,
have time to turn themfelves to other matters ? Alas no: the
moft are far from any fuch affurance ; and have done but little to:

procureit. If they were todie this hour , they know not where® -

their fouls fhall be the next : And if death even now fhould lay

its terrible hands upon them, they have no other comfort then

to yield unto neceffity, and leave their fouls by a fhort fecurity »

to try thé paffage of theirunavoidable change : Unlefs they are

comforted by fuch prefumptuous felf-deceit, whieh the next mo-
ment after death will vanifh , and never retarnunto them more.-
F068.13,14. ¢ 11.20. & 27.8. Prov. 11.7.

~ This is the cafe of the miferable world ; but they have not

heartsto pitty themfelves, nor canwe make them willing to be

delivered, becanfe we cannot make them know their cafe, If a
man fall into a pit, we need not fpend all the day to perfwade him

that he is there, and to be willing to be helpt out of it : But with
thefe flefhly miferable fouls, the time that fhould be fpent by

themfelves and us for their recovery, muft be fpent to make them:
believe that they arelalt; and when allis done, we leave them

loft, and have loft our labour , becaufe we cannot prevail with

them to believeit. Drown they will and perifh everlaftingly, be~-
caufe the time that fhonld be fpentin faving them , muft be fpene

in making them know that they are finking , and after all

they will not believe it ; and therefore will not lay hold on the '

hand thatis firetched forth to pull them our. The Narrative of

the favage people of Soldania doth notably reprefent their ftate :
‘Thofe people live naked, and feed upon the carrion.like carkaffes

of bealls, and hang the fkinking guts about their necks for orna-

ments, and wear hats- made of the dung , and carve their skins,
and will not change thefe loathfom cuftoms : Some of them be--
ing drawn into our Ships, were carried away for England: when
they came to London 3nd faw our ﬁateiy_buildings;_apdd_éaﬁﬂg&
e it b o o
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.and provifions , they were obferved to figh much, which was
thought to have been in compaffion of their miferable Countrey,
which fo much differed from ours : When they had ftayedlong
among us, and get fo much acquaintance with our civility, and
order, and all that belongs to the life of man, as thac they were

thought fit to communicate it to their Countrey-men, the next

Woyage they were brought back, and fec on thoare in their own
«Countrey, to draw fome of the reft to come into the Ships, and
fee and enjoy what they had done { who had purpofely been ufed
as might moft content them ) : Butasfoonas they were landed ,
they lept for joy, and eryed , Soldamia, and calt away cheir
cloathes, and came againin the fight of our Ships, with dung on
their heads, and guts hanging about their necks, triumphing in
zheir fordid nakednefs. Jult fodo worldly fenfual men , in the
matters of falvation : If againft their wills they are carryed into
«leaner wayes and company, and the beauty of holinefé; and the
joyes of heaven are opened to them, they areaweary of it-all
the while ; and when we expet they fhould delight themlelves
in che felicity that is opened to them,and draw their old acquain-
zancetoit; and beutterly athamed of their former bafe and fin-
fol Rate , they are gone when thenext temptation comes, and
return with the dog unto their vomit, and with the'wafhed Swine
sto wallow 1n the mire, 2 Per. 2. 21,22. and glory in their filth
and éf,hamc,, and only mind their earchly things, Phi.
37438, , o

Ule 3.

"R Y thistimeyoumay fee your felves that the difeale of fin-
ners is in their own hearts, and itis that that mulk be beale
if they will be fayed,” But what fhould we do to ger 1nto thofe
hearts, to fearch your fores, and work the cure ? I come now t0
the principal part of my meffage to yon ; but will you indeed en-
gertain it, if it prove it felf to be from God? How the cafe ftand-
eth with mankind , you have heard in my Text from Chrift him-
felf : HOw One thing is needful ; and how the bufic-idle world is
diverted from this One thing, by many seedle[s sranblefom things
40 their own deftru®ion : If hence I warn you of your danger,

and ¢l you of your dury, and exhors you t take anoiher cox;]rfe
- RS
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-thenyou have done,I hope you will confels I do but what isneed-
full both for you and me , and what you have no reafon to con-
tradi®. Come then, for the Lords fake, andletustrear pradi-
cally and fuccefsfully about fo great a bufines ; and make fome-
thing of it before we leave it ; and end not till we amend whae
wefind amifs, What- courfe then will you take for the time to
come ¢ Will you go on to troableyour felves about 2fany thirgs,
and negle® the One thing needf»l as you have done ? Dare you
‘harbour fuch a purpofe > Or dare you flifie thofe thoughts and
motiens that would tend to better purpofes ? Or may I not hope
that the Light hath fhamed your fleepinefs and works of dark-
nefs | and chat yonare grieved at the heart for the finful negli-
gence of heartandlife, and refolved now to be new men 2 -For.
Gods fake Refolve, Sirs, What will you do? Waver not, but Re=
folve : Itsmore then a thoufand lives that lyeth on your Refolu-
tion: I come to you this dayas the Minifter of the great Paftor
of the flock, that {pake thefe words, not only to acquaint you;
if you know not, or to remember you if you know, that Oxe
thing i needful ; butal{o with authority to command you in his
. name, to Value it, to Love it, to Choofe it, to feek it, and labour
for it as the One thing needf nl. What {ay you, will you or will you
not ? This unfpeakable mercy I offer you from the Lord : Heis:
willing to put up at your hands, all that is paft, and co lay all your
fins on the fcore of Chrift, and freely to forgive you through the
vertue of his blood , if you will now atlaft bethink you better,
and come to Cbrift, and live as men that know what they have to
do : If you will but fee your former folly, and heartily bewail
it,and fet your hearts on the One thing necdful, he will encourage
you, and help you, and bid you welcome , and number you witl
bis fons, though you have lived as his enemies. Though you have
lived like Swineand Serpents , he will put you into his bofom, if
yoa will but be wafhed and chanﬁcd by his grace. Though you
have fetmore by your worldly riches then by his glory, and haye
fet more by the favour of mortal man , then by his favour , and
though you have fet more by your bellies, and your brutith plea-
fures, and litcle toyes, then you have done by everlafting life, he
will yet be merciful to you,and put up all thefe indignities at your
hands, and take you inco his dearelt love , if you will but New
become new creatures , and give your hearts to him that made

? them, and feck chacfirlt that s worth the finding, and lofe £t

!_! ’ ‘ :.‘.
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thie reft of your lives and labour upon unprofitable things. What
can you fay againft this offer 2 Is it not unconceivable and un~

fpeakable mercy ? O what would the damned give for fuch an

offer 2 O what would you your felves give another day for fuch

an offer, if you now negle& it ? Whar fay you then, will youae-

cept of this offer of mercy while itmaybe had, and clofe with’

Grace, while Grace would fave you , or will you not 2 Asever
you look for mercy in thehour of your diftrels, when nothing

but mercy can ftand your fouls in any ftead, take mercy now while -
1t may be had : Refufe it not when it is offered youn, as you would-

not be refufed by it when Hell and Defparation would devour

wou, If you flight it becaufeit is free, you flight it becaufe it is-
great, and therefore greatly to be valued. Think not hereafter to-

have it at your beck, if you negle& it now when it feeks for your

acceptance, Do not fay, I will a little longer keep my fins; and a-
lictle longer enjoymy pleafures, for I can have Chrifts offer
arany time before die. O little doft thou know whata ftab fuch
a trifling purpofe may give to the very heart of all thy hopes and:

happinefs ! and how terribly God may make thee know, how ill

he taketh thy unthankfulnefs and contempt /"and how dear one
other week of finful pleafure may coft thy foul ? In the name
of GodIwarn you,do not fo defpife everlafting happinefs ! Do~

mot fo trample on the blood of Chrift, if you would be faved by
1t : Do notabufe the Spirit of Grace, if you would be fan&ified

by it : Play not any longer with the confuming fire, the wrath:
of a jealous and Almighty God : Jeft not with damnation. .

Though Grace be now offered you, it will not be at your com-

mand : Defpife this motion, and you may be out of hearing be--
fore the: nexr. What can you exped, if you will flight {neh”
mercy, but either that Deach fhould fhortly bring you o your”
reckoning, or that God fhould leave you to your felves, and give”
you uptothe hardnefs of your hearts : And if you will needs”
<hoofethe world, and flefhly pleafure, and God and Glory fhall-
be thus contempiuonfly paft by, you may take your choice ;- and:
fee what you will gee by it : But remember what an offer you:
had this day , and that heaven was once withinyour reach,
and that ic might have been yours for ever if you”

would.

But becaufe I am loth to leave youfs , Twill try b‘y«fomé fuch: -
Argumentsas the Reafon of man muftneeds approve’; Whether ' *
R OF man muitne ot
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et you may'not be brought to your felves | and yield tograce
that you may be faved. And they fhall be the Arguments thatlic

‘before you here in the Text. :

12 T2 Emember, it is Neceffity that is pleaded with you in'my
%\ Texr. Owething is Neceffary. Neceffiry, and your own
.. Neeeffity | is fuch an Argument , as one would think of it felf
- fhould furn the fcales, and fully refolve you, and put you paft
any further deliberation or delay. If Neceffiry, your own Necef=
fity,and fo grear Neceffiry o [ogreat an End, will not prevail with
you, What will ? Neceffiry is that ingens telum that naturalrea=
{on taketh to be unrefitiible. Men think they may do almoft any
thing, if they can fay Nece/iry commandech it : Ommem legem
frangit | magnum illnd humana smbecillitatis patrocinium , faiti
Sencca. Whatis it that Neceffity feemeth not fufficient to juftifie

wichche moft » And we will grant the Argument to be undeny~

able, if it be from abfolute Neceffiry indeed, andif menwill not

dream that it is mere Nece[fary to be Rich, or Henonrable , or 1o,

Live, then to be Holy, and to be Bleffed with God, and to pleafe
bim that created them. Tbi neceffitas incumbit , non ultra difps-
vandum e, [ed celerrimé & fortiter agendum. Words fignifie ne~
thing againit Neceffity : Reafonis but hindering troublefom folly,

when it pleadeth againft Neceffity. Omsi arte, emne ratione effica=

«cior mece fitas. Cwre. In worldly macters, how quick-fighted, how
refolute, how a&ive is Neee firy ? What conquerable difficulties
will it not overcome ? What labour will it not endure, if it have
buc the encouragement of hope ? And yet this Neceﬂhg is indeed
no rrae Neee[firy at all. For that which is Neceffury but to my
credit, Or eftate, or bealth, or life, can be no more Nece [[ary then
is my credit,and effase, and bealth, and life it felf. When men do
but fancy a Neceffity where there is none, yet that will carry
them through thickand thin, But O Sirs, you havea real unde-
nyable Necefity to be Holy, and to fet your felves to the work
of your falvation ; fucha Neceffity asis founded in your Nature,
andlaid on you by your Maker, and as all the true Reafonin the
world will confefs 1o be indifpenfable Nece iy,

Faxis #libear quod eft neceJe. &

~ Make 5o morg words then, but Refufze and firre when it
Sag R T O T is
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jsa matter that maff be done. Itis pitty-and fhame that the Ami=-

ablenefs of God and Holinefs will not prevail with you of them-
felves : But if you eannot yet perceivethem to be Deleflable.,
acknowledge themto be Neceffary. Be athamed that presended.
Nece[fity for the Body, fhould be more powerful with others,
then real Nece[fity for falvationis withyou. Look upon almoft
all the travel and labour thag is under the Sun, and all the dili-
gence thatis ufed herein the world, and confider Whether it be
not a thoufand fold fmaller Necefiry then Iam now pleading with
you, that fetteth almoft allon work ? The Rich will not toul and
labour but will take theireafe, becaufe they think they areunder
1o Neeefsity : but the poor will labour , becaufe they muff :
Though the command of God to Rich and posr fhould make
them equally. diligent in their feveral callings , in obedience to
their Creator , yet many thoufands that labour all the year in
obedience to their own Necefsities, would foon give it over and
take their eafe, if they could but be well maintained wichout it
notwithftanding the commands of God : And the poor that re-
proach the rich for idlendfs , would be idle themfelves if they
were but rieh. The Tradefman followeth his trade,and the Huf~
bandman his hard labour all the year : and What reafon will they
give you,if youask them why they doit, but this, We cannot live
elfe : pwemufl do st to maintasn onr [elves and families. Andis

- nocthe.reafona cthoufand times ftronger for our fouls? May we

not becter (ay, [ We muft pleafe God, and [er oxr hearts on the life
ta come , andmind and [eek the One thing needful , whatever bee

=4 c;fmf:jof other things , for we cannas live elfe , we cannot be [aved
Chf€eo .

Necefsity makes the Traveller trudgefrom morning till night;
and the Carryer to followhis horfes through fair and foul from
year to year ; it makes fome dig into the bowells of the earth.,
in minesand cole-pits ; and fome to hale Barges, and fome to
cut through.the terrible Ocean , and venture their lives among
the raging waves and ftorms ; and fome even to beg their bread
“l; ragsfrom door to door : And O what will nos Necefsity do
thgncan. be done? And yet hbow many thoufands trifle or dono-
t m%l for their fo_uls., -as if there were no Necefsity of being
[aved; ot no Necefsity of being Ff,/y chat we may be faved. .
When alas, all the Neecflityin the world, is no necefficy at all, in
comparifon: of chis, You.muft beg, or ftarve, or famifh 4 if: you

. ow
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&b not work : But’ yor muft burn in Hell, if with fear and diliS

gence you werk #o out your own [alvation, Phil. 2. 12. (forall
that it is God that worketh in yon ). You muitlie in prifon if
your debts be not paid : But you will be caft into outer darknefs,
if by the pardon of your fins, yoube not difcharged from your
debt to God. Youmay become beggars if you be idle in your
Callings : But you will be the prifoners of Hell,, and fhutout of
all the Happinefs of the Saints, if you labour notfor the food'
that doth not perifh, and firive not to enter in at the firait gate,
and give not diligence'to make your
" Jobu 6.27. Mitth. 7. 13. Luke 13, 24. 2
fuffer hunger and nakednefs, if you bavenot '
But you muft faffer everlaftingly the wrath of God, if you have
not the One thing necefary. -You will be the feorn and laughing-
ftoek of men , if you fall under their contempt and lofe your
honour : But you will be the enemies of God, and hated by him,
if you continueto contemn his grace. :
O had you but feen the Life to come, you would fay, Thereisa
Necefsiry of attainingit ! Had yon been one hour in Hell , you
would chinkthat there isa Nece/sity of efcaping it,and that there
1s o Necefiity to this. :

Per. 1. 10. Youmuft

Calling and Election fure. -

food and rayment = -

What {ay youto all this? Ts it not of Truh and Weight 2

Canyou desyiz 2 Or fhould youmake Light of i ? None but an

Infidel can denyir ;] and none but a dead-hearted finner can make *

light of it. Believe the Word of God, and the Trxth of it will
be paft queftion with you : - Confider but that you are mes that

have immortal fonls 5 and the weight of it willappear ineftimable

to you ; -above contempt ; above negle&. Believe ic Sirs, you
may as well:fee without light , and breath without airj and be -
fupported without earth, or live without food, as be faved with- -
out Holinefs, ot happy without the One thing neceffary. Heb. -
12.14. John3.3,5. Marth: 18.3. And when this is refolved

of by God,and ftablifhed as his ftanding Law,and he bath told it

you fo oft and plainly, forany man now to fay , [ 7willyet hope -

for betrer s I hope to befaved oneafier terms  withont all this ado]

15 no becter then to fet hisface againft the ‘God of heaven, and

iaftead of believing God, to believe the contradi®ionof hisown
ungadly heart ; and to hope to be faved whether God will or

not ; and to give the lie to his Creator , under the :pretence of
sy and bope:; 1t is indged 0 hope for impof:iﬁlit;’g&:;:-’ﬁﬂ'b%
e : = o H 33 faved;
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