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&b not work : But’ yor muft burn in Hell, if with fear and diliS

gence you werk #o out your own [alvation, Phil. 2. 12. (forall
that it is God that worketh in yon ). You muitlie in prifon if
your debts be not paid : But you will be caft into outer darknefs,
if by the pardon of your fins, yoube not difcharged from your
debt to God. Youmay become beggars if you be idle in your
Callings : But you will be the prifoners of Hell,, and fhutout of
all the Happinefs of the Saints, if you labour notfor the food'
that doth not perifh, and firive not to enter in at the firait gate,
and give not diligence'to make your
" Jobu 6.27. Mitth. 7. 13. Luke 13, 24. 2
fuffer hunger and nakednefs, if you bavenot '
But you muft faffer everlaftingly the wrath of God, if you have
not the One thing necefary. -You will be the feorn and laughing-
ftoek of men , if you fall under their contempt and lofe your
honour : But you will be the enemies of God, and hated by him,
if you continueto contemn his grace. :
O had you but feen the Life to come, you would fay, Thereisa
Necefsiry of attainingit ! Had yon been one hour in Hell , you
would chinkthat there isa Nece/sity of efcaping it,and that there
1s o Necefiity to this. :

Per. 1. 10. Youmuft

Calling and Election fure. -

food and rayment = -

What {ay youto all this? Ts it not of Truh and Weight 2

Canyou desyiz 2 Or fhould youmake Light of i ? None but an

Infidel can denyir ;] and none but a dead-hearted finner can make *

light of it. Believe the Word of God, and the Trxth of it will
be paft queftion with you : - Confider but that you are mes that

have immortal fonls 5 and the weight of it willappear ineftimable

to you ; -above contempt ; above negle&. Believe ic Sirs, you
may as well:fee without light , and breath without airj and be -
fupported without earth, or live without food, as be faved with- -
out Holinefs, ot happy without the One thing neceffary. Heb. -
12.14. John3.3,5. Marth: 18.3. And when this is refolved

of by God,and ftablifhed as his ftanding Law,and he bath told it

you fo oft and plainly, forany man now to fay , [ 7willyet hope -

for betrer s I hope to befaved oneafier terms  withont all this ado]

15 no becter then to fet hisface againft the ‘God of heaven, and

iaftead of believing God, to believe the contradi®ionof hisown
ungadly heart ; and to hope to be faved whether God will or

not ; and to give the lie to his Creator , under the :pretence of
sy and bope:; 1t is indged 0 hope for impof:iﬁlit;’g&:;:-’ﬁﬂ'b%
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faved without Ho/line[s, is to fee withont eyes | and to live with-
out life : And who is fo foolith as to bope for this ? Few of you
are {o unreafonable as tohope fora crop at harveft , without
plowing or fowing ; or for a houfe without building ; or for
ftrength without eatingand drinking ; or to {leepand play, when
youhave nothing to maintain your families’, and fay, Youhope
that God will maintain both youand them. And yet this were
a far wifer kind of Jope , then to hope to be faved without the One
2hing neceflary to falvation ; and without a heart that is fet upon
it , and alife that is imployed forit, It is the Holy Ghoft that
eaileth you to anfwer the queftion,Heb.2.3. How foall ve efcapeif
we neglect fo great falvation ? 1f you know how,then enter the lifts
with God, and difpute the cafe with bim : How will.you efcape,
if yoube negle@ers of the Only Wway that he hach provided for
your efcape 2 Isthereany device or fhift of wit , that can pro-
cure your efcape ? Isthereany power or intereft of men or An-
gels that can procure your efcape 7 How can that be dose, that
God hath refolyed fhallnotbe? - . .. -
~1befeech you now, beloved Hearers, to remember this urgent
motive of Nece/fity , and ufe it when you ‘are tempted to delay
or trifle aboug the bufinefs of your falvation , asif it were {ome
indifferent needlefs thing. Without worldly Riches you may be
richin faith : Without worldly honours , youmay have the ho-
nour of being the fons of God : and withour worldly pleafures ,
- orhealth, or life, you may have the favour of God and Life eter-
nal : But without the One thing needf nl, you have nothing thatis
durably-or fatisfaorily good , but are undone for ever. Wi:h'.-
out the things of theworld , you will live in want for a lictle
while, and then you will be equal ro the greateft Princes : But
without ¢thss One thing , youmuft live in endlefs woe and mifery,
and be far worfe then the bafefk prifoner in the Dungeon, of
than the toadesand vermine that lie in the uncleaneft holes or
finks of theearth. And yet dare you delay another day before
you make fo Neceffary a change ? 'You have hearts of {tone, if
Your Oy Necefity thus urged upon your Confideration will not
awake you. If your kearts were not dead within you, while you
hear thefe things, one would think [nth a Neceffity fhould make
you feel, and refolve upon a fpeedy change, and make you fir in
the diligent performance, Can you go on in fecurity,in negligence
and worldlinefs , wheo you hear of your Neceffity, that e
byl maff
.
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waft chidnge, Or youare loft for ever 2 O ftupid fouls , that will’
not be moved with Neceffity of everlafting confequence ! O
what hath God, or Chrift, or heaven, or holinefs, doneagainft
thefe men, that will rather liein Hell for ever, then they willlive
in the love and fervice of this God,and in the pra&ice of holinefs,
and in thehopes of Heaven ! How meet are they for Hell, that
will venture upon it deliberately and upon choice, to fcape the
trouble of livingin the holy Love, delight and fervice of the ever
blefled God 7 that is, to fcape the trouble of Heaven. Is it {¢
“great a fin to fhut up the bowels of compaflion againit our bro-=
ther in his need ? 1 Febn 3. 17, And is it not more annatural to.
deny compaffion to your felvesin your own neceffity 2 and in the,
greateft neceffity 2 O poor finners, remember your Neseffities !
Your own, your great, yout abfolute Necefsities : Whenyou
bear men that gather alms cry [ Remember the poor ] doth it make.
thee think [ What apoor necefsirous [onl have I to remember ?
~ As Pasl faith of Preaching to others , I may fay much mote to-
u, of minding and pra&ifing this great work of your fglvauon,
Necefsity is laid apon you, and woe to youif you do it not-
1Cor. 9.16. Woe to you that ever you were born, and that
ever, you were reafonable creatures, or rather, that ever you'
fo abufed your Reafon, if you negle& and mifs of the One thing:
neceffary. ¥ - _ ’
Iknow you have other wants to be fupplyed, and other mat~
ters to look after in theworld : Butalas , how fmall are they £
God will fupplyall your other wants, if you will firft and faith="
fully look after this. Phil. 4. 19. Muatth. 6.33. 1 Pet. §.7.
Or if life and all go, you,willfind allin heaven : Butif you mifs
of this One thing, nothing in the world can make fupply., or do
you good. And thongh now your feeling tell you not thefe:
things, alas how quickly will God make you fee/, and teachyou
by that fenfible way that you would needs be taught by ? :
Awake then you fluggith carelefs fouls  Your houfe over your:
beads is ona flame ! The hand of God is lifted up ! If you love:
your felves, prevent the- ftroke : Vengeance is at your backs »
The wrathof God purfueth your {in; and woe to you'if he find
it upon youwhen he overtaketh you : Away with it fpeedily :-
Up and be gone, returnto God 5 make Chrift and mercy. your:
%c_nd in timne, if yowloveyour lives.- The Judge is coming , for
¥ that youhave heard of itfo long, tillyou believeiznoc : ’}gﬁ?
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fhall thortly fee the Majefty of hisappearance, and the dreadfal
slory of his face; and yet do you not beginto look about you,,
and to make ready for fuch aday ? Yea, before that day, your
feparated fouls fhall begin to reap as you have fowed here.
Though now the partition that ftands berween you and the world
to come, do keep unbelievers firange to the things that moft con-
cern them ; yet Deach will quickly finda Portal to let you in's
and then finners you will find fuch doings there, as you lictle
thought of, orat leaft did fenfibly regard on earth. ‘Before your
Corple can be wrapt upin your Winding-fheets, you will fee and
feel that which will tell you to the quick , that. One thing was ne-
ceffary. If you do die without this Ore rhing Neceffary , betore
your friends can have finithed your funerals, your fouls will have
zaken up their places among the Devils in endlefs rorment and
defpair : and all the wealth, and honour, and pleafure, that the
world afforded you, will not eafe you. Thisis fad , butitis trae,
Sirs ; for God hath {poken it.

~ Up therefore and beftir you for the lifeof your fouls. ' N ecef-
fry willawake che fluggard. Necefsiry we fay , will break ftone
walls : The proudeft will ftoop when they pereeive Neeefsity.
The molt floathful will beftir them when they feel Necefsiry.
The moft carelefs will look about them and be induftrious in Ne-
cefsity. Necefsity is called the Tyrant of the world , that can
mikeé men do any thing that is poifible to be done. And yet can-
not Necefsity make you caft away your fins, and takeup a Holy
and Heavenly life ? *Nece/fi+y will make men fare hard, and work
bard,and travel hard, and go bare , and fuffer much ; yea it
will even cutoff aleg or an arm to fave their lives : And yet
can it not'prevail with reafonable creatures, tO caft away the
poifon of a fruitlefs, filthy,deceitful fin? and to beup and doing

“for their falvation ! O poor fouls ! Is there, think you, a greater

Neceffiry of your fin then of your falvariosn ? and of pleafing
your flefh for a lictle time then of pleafing the Lord, and {eaping

_ everlafting mifery ? I befeech you confider your own Neeef

Bties.

.

& Onfideralfo, that, 7r i bur One thing which God hath made
Neceffary for you. And I fhewed you before, how thac

the means thémfeives though they are many, have a certain unity
: i
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in their harmony and connexion , and as they eenter in the ulth -

mate end,which is 0z, If God had fent youupon fuch® a myl-
titude of errands as the flethand thewotld doth; and fec you on
fuch difagreeing contrary works, thenyoun had been excufable, if
you had negleited fome of them ¢ But he hath fent you but upon
Oneerrand, even to feek and make fure of everlafting life ; and
therefore if 'you negle@ rhiOne, youare unexcufeable. If the
world be dividedinto a thoufand opinions, .or go a thoufand fe-
- veral wayes, they may thankthemfelves who are the Authors of
this confufion ;, but God is ne caufe of it , or friend to it. He
hath made them but @#e work 5 and fer them but One way ta
heaven, and given them One Mafter, Jelus Chrift, to reach that
way; ‘and written but Owe Law, even his holy Scripture, to be
their fure and conftant guide : Andif men would flickto this Ore
Mafrer,and notmake flefh and b/sod their mafter, or the malritnde
their mafter, or the Rulers of the world, orthe caffum of their
fore-fathers the mafter of their fatih : and if they would ftickto
thisOne word of Godand not run after the Traditions of men }
they would not be in {ach a maze, norof fo many mindsas now
theyare : But they do intheir do@rines as they dain their pra-
Qice: God hath marked them out but one way in the holy Scri=
prure, which is the good and the fure way, the way that Pererand
Panl and the reft ot the Apoftles went to heaven in,and this way

will not ferve mens turns; but they will run an hundred waies :

inftead of t44s Ome: and they muft make new Wayes which the Apo-
ftles of Chrilt were never acquainted wich. -

If God had loaded your memories with many things, you might

podfiibly havefaid [ We cannot vemember them a4 | but he hath
fecyou fimally but one thing to remember:, even to lay hold ont
everlafting life, and prefs on to the Crown thatis fet before yous
and he hathan ill memory that cannot remember ore thing , and
fuch a thing as this isgoes iz oy 51w wi 1197 -
[t may be you are Ignorant and cannot learn many rhings ; but
God hath fer you but #his One thing to dearn as of Abfolnte Ne=
ceffiey + And heis dullindeed ‘that cannot feaen ane shing, and fuch
a thing too. If you cannot underftand ¢he depths of Sciences, not
reach the height of learning that others'do attain | yet learn this
Oxe thing, 10 know God in the Redeemer ; and if you know this;

Youknow all. Paul was not only cnrented with this knowledge,”

but refotoedy, Risdw nathizg elfe bms Chrift and him crweified’s cﬁf
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is, Nothing that iswholly alien tothis : Nothing but what doth
keep its due (whordination to this, and fo may be reduced to the
knowledge of Chrift, 1 for.2.2 Hewould not own any other
knowledgeas kxowledge, but difclaimeth it as Jgmorance and Fool-
sfbuefs, thoogh it Jeemed wifdominthe eyesof the world , 1 Cor.
3. 19, This feeming knowledge and wifdom of the world , that is
zotally disjunt from Chrift, is part of the [ 4/ that we muft
feil 1o buy the Pearl , if we will obtainit. Auatth. 13.46. and
part of the [ allthings ] which Paul accounted dung and lofs,
that he might Win Chrift and be fonndin him. Phil. 3.7,8,9,10.
¥For they that know 0ot this One thing, know sothing, whatfoever
ghey may feem toknow: and they that would go beyond the
&knowledge of Chrift,and think it too low forthem, and trouble
heir brains and the Church with their fpeculations, they do not
knowindeed, but dream. And if they would fee their facesin the
glafs of Scripture. I Tim. 6.4. Theyare prowd knowing nothing,
bnt doaring abour Queftions and ftrifes of words 5 whence cometh
€nvy, railing, evil (srmifings, perverfe difhmtings of men of corrnps
aninds, and defrirnte of -the Truth.

Moreover, if your ffrengthbe fo fmall that it will not fuffice
fzf every thing , at leaft you fhould lay it out on this O»e
2ong. !

_ Y‘%m‘tim,l know, is fmall, your Jives are fhort, and therefore

-g;OH.may fay , We have not time for many thisgs; but when you
ave but One thing given you to do, that muft be donc, you

;‘_‘a)’ fure find ume for thss for which you hkave yOUF
ime,

If you fet your fervant to work, and bid him be fare todo oz
#hing, whatever elfe he do, you will not take it well if that o%¢ {hall
be negleded. If you fend him on an errand, and bid him be fure
£0 remember one thing, whatfoever he forger, you will not take1t
well if he forget tkar one. If you truft him but withone rhing, 20
bid him be fure to keep that one, you will not take it well i that
beloft ; efpecially if he wilfully throw it away.

- Oconfider , Whether this be not your cafe. God hatb fent
ﬁ’? mth this world but on ome errand, even to make fure of .ever-
_a'.[i,ng ife , and will younegle& rhar one # He hath trufted yon

- withoneshing,and will you ca& away thac one? He hath given
you one leflonto learn, even to pleafe him and to fave your fouls »-
and will you nog learn and remewmber thas one 7 1f you had for~
Sk thas: ope-d cot.-
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got your food and raiment, or forgot the houfes you dwell in, it
had been 2 fmall matter in comparifon : but to forgec that one
work_that muft be done, that oze friend that you muft alwayes
truft to, that ose place that you mult live in for ever , this is mofe
unreafonable ; and when you have recovered your underftand,
ings, you fhall confefs it to be fo.

3 COnﬁdet further, that this one thing # that good part : Yom
feeitishere called fo.[ Mary hath chsfenthat gaod part ]
Other things feem good to fenfe , and to perverted reafon that is,
blinded by Fenfe s but thisis it that feemeth goed to reafon illomi~
nated by the {pirit of Faith. Other things feem good for a while,
‘but this is thar geod that will fill be good. ki) A
_ Imay not only fay, thacthe Good of other things is [mall 1
comparifon of this, but that it is sorhing atall, butasitisrelase
unco this. This is #4at good that makesall things elfe good that are
good. Asthey comefrom God , and reveal God tous, andlead
us up to God, and are means to this ecernal life, fo they are good 3
but otherwife there is no goodnefs in them. .
Aad therefore , feeing that Goodnefs is naturally the obje&t of
mans will, one would think you fhould quickly l.we‘refolved of
your choice. Senfnal good, is but & nomsinal good, if it reach not
higher, -All that you bunt after fo eagerly in the world, is nothing
but real vanity and vexation , a fhadow of good, a piture ok
profit,a dream of delight , which one frown of God will turn
into aftonifhing horrour and defpair. Like a tender flowre thae
s nipt with one frofty night , or withered with one f{corching
day ; butit isonly this one thing, that is the {olid, fubRantial, and
enduring good. The pleafure of the flefh isa goed that is com-~
mon to mena with brutes 3 7'bey can eat, and drink, and play, and
fatisfie their lufts, and mafter one another as well as you. But ic
is the Spiritnal good that is proper toa reafonable creature. The
pleafure of the flefh may melt youinto foolifh mirth, and make
you like drunken men, that are gallant fellows in theiz own eyes,
while fober men are athamed of them, or pitty them,or they be-
come @ laughing-fteck to others. But it is thus One thing only
Which s ¢t Good which wifdom it felf will juffifie. A man thatis
tickled may langh more then he that is poffefled of a Kingdom ,
Orhach the defires of his heart, buc heis ngtiherefore totbe:;‘f’
s cFae e e C G
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dounnted the bappier man , nor will any wife man fo account him;
©Oh Sirs, one would think, that to men that bave read and heard
what we have done, and have had that experience which we have
had, thefe things fhould be plain and paft all queftion ; and that
fpiritual, heavenly, everlafting things {hould be confeffed by us
all cobe thar goed par: that fhould poffefs all the fervent Defires
of the foul. :

~ But oh that we eould fee the Truth of this Belief in the choice
of your wills, and the drift of your endeavours. If Ged would
openyour cyes and fhew you things as they are , and fave you
from your wilful blindnefs, yon would then fee whichis the fetser
‘part,and you would be athamed that ever you fhould make any

- Aueftionof it. Thatis'the gosd pars, which beareth the moft live-

¥y Image of God, which is goednefsit felf | yea which poffeffeth
a5 of this good : Thatisthe good pars whichwill make us good,
and not that which deceiveth us and makes us worfe : That is the
g004 part which the wifeft and beff men judge to be fo, yea whicit
God bimfelf doth judgeto be {o., and not that which the moft
blind deluded finners do judge the beft : That is the good part
which isbeft at laft, and which is an enduring Good , and not
that which perifheth in the ufing, and fiyeth from us when we-

‘have greateft need : Thatis the good pars which all men will fay

38 good ini the Conclufion, which the wicked themfelves that are
now of another mind, will confefs at laft to be the beft ; and not

‘tharwhich is commended only inprofperity, whilethe. trenfy or

dream of fenfuality doth beguile men, and which they will alt
cry outagainft aclaft,  If yam would know which is the beft part, .
take counfel of God, and fee what be faith, and askmen of wil~
dom and of greateft experience, thathave rried borh , and men
thathave fasd the end , and feen what flefhly pleafures, and pro-
fits', and honours can do for them : For how can men make fo
‘trueajudgement that do not either ffay.the end | or-elfe forefee

- ?heendby faith 2 Do not take their judgements that are drunk

-with their fenfual delights, and that will confefs chey muft repent
Ehemfelves, and therefore confefs they muft be of another mind :
Take not their judgements that neither have feen nor yet forefee
theend ; the worlk s yet to come with them : Their flases and:
minds areneara-change : The day is near when they will fay,
that beatien s the berter part , and be convinced by panifomen: |
ehatwould not be convinged by inflrnition, . 4 {eing
i Rt ;. ‘ Surely:
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-~ SurelySirs, it is fo ealie a Queflion t0 reafon iz [elf , where fin
hath not blinded it, whether God or the werld bethe berter part,
that one would think there fhould be left no room for doubting.
Dare anyof you fpeakoutand fay, that earch is betrer thenhea-
_ven, or fin then grace , OF temporal pleafure then eternal happi-
nefs? Ithink you dare not : Shame wiil forbid you, and Confei-
“ence will contradi@ you, if you fhould fay.fo: And will youcom-~
mend God by your words, and difcommend bim by your lives?2
Will you fay, keaven i beft, and yet feek the World before it 5 and
not let it have the beft of your affeétionsand endeavonrs 2 Shall it
be higheftin your mouthes, and Loweff in your bearts and lives 2
Shall1t have the firft place in your prayers , and the /4ff-in your
fabours ? Why then you commend God but 10 hss difbononr,and
your condemnation : You exeoll beaven and heavenly things
but to the confufion of your own faces, thac your own con-
feffions may be brought in herea‘ter as witnefics againit you.
In the name of God therefore I charge you, if you know which
is the better part , condemn not your felves by making choice
againft your knowledge.

4. Onfider alo, that , this good part 4s offered yon, and you
: have your cheice, Whether God or the world, whetherheaven
or earth fhall be your portion. '

Itis not Purchafing, 0t proper mersting 5 but cheofing the good
prt, that you are cailed ro : Itis not [ Mary hath purchafed
or meritedthe bester part } but [ hath cbofen the betser part. ]

Two things are here contained. 1. That it is not marter of :
Impofsibilicy that you are called to ; you are not exc/wded from
the hopesof falvation, by any exceprions thac God hath put in
againit you, in his promife, but it is conditionally made as well to -
you as to-others. ; ;

2. And the condition is not any thing wnreafonable , but your
own confent Chrift and falvation are offered to your chaice : If
you will but prefer them before the trifies of the world, you may
have them. Thedoor of Graceisopen to you as well as to others; .
if you will but enter you may live : you are not leftina remedi-
lefs cafc,nor given over to delperation:you cannot fay, [ Repent-
ing and Believingwilk do sts no good ; we camiot have Chriffthongh’
@ mare mever Jo wilhing : }.Youcannotay, [ We wonld fainbaze
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_ You give God nothing as a valuahle price for his mercy, butyou
throw away the {in thatis inconfiftent with your happinefs. Stl

R —

(62)

 Ebriff and bis Spivit to [anélifie ws, but we cannat + we are willing

20 be bis Difciples, but be is not willing to accepr us , and tobe onr
Savionr | you cannot fay fo, and fay truly : you cannot fay he
is fet to fale to you, and that he expe&eth fuch a priceasyouare
unable to give ; for you are called to take bim freely; and though
&his be fometimes called buying | yetitis a buying withous money
andwithent price, Ifas §5. 1, 2,3, 4. Andthough you muft el
all yon bave for this unvaluable pearl, Matth. 13,46, yet that
isbuta Metaphorical felling , a parting withyour fin and flefhly
pleafure, as troubles and impediments that would keep you from
falvation : Asa fickman fells his difeafes for health ; or aclealt,
as he hath health by forbearing fome hurtful chings that pleafe
him : Or as a prifoner purchafeth the liberty thatis freely given
him, by confenting to come forth and caft off his ferters. Your
hands are full of dirt,and God cffers you gold, and you cannot
receive it till you throw away the dicc. This 1s your Purchafe :

{

1hall tell you, [ you may have (brift if yonwill] pleafures and
profits are flattering you to your deftruction; and God calls you
trom them, and offereth you his fon and everlafting life, and
intreateth you to accept them. And here you have your choice.
T he offer is, whofocwer will, let bim take of the water of life free-
Iy, Bev.22.17. And if youwill but ¢hufe that happine(s that 13
cffered you,and Chrift the way to that happinefs , all che world
cannot bereave you of your choice : It is brought to your band
andurgedon you. You have now your choice, whether you wil
bave Chriftor the flefh , graceor fin, heaven or beil : As you
chule, fo you fhall have : And if you mifsof life , it will be be-
caufe you did #or ¢hufe it = Even becaufe you wonld not come 10
Chrift that you might bave life, John §. 40. and would not bave
{ﬂ?” rule over yon, Luke 19. 27. and wonld not have the Lors

indeed for your God, Plalm 871,11, and did wor chufe thefear of the
Lord, Proy. 1. 29. yea, when € briff wonld have gathered yos; 7o%
osuld ot be gathered, Matth. 23, 37. Tt isthis rarning away of the
Jmple that dorh lay them , becanfe they refufe when Chrift calls
them, andregard not when he [bretcherh forth bis haud, but et at
nanght bis connfel, and will have none of his reproof , Prov. 1.24,
25, 32. Seethercfore that you refufe not him that [peaketh s forif
Josturn away from him that [peaks frops heaven , and wgletl or
T 3 o make
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make light of fo great {alvation, bow do you think it pofsible Jo#
fromld efeape ? Heb.12.25. & 2.3. Mar. 22. 5.

But perhaps fome of you will think to excufe your felves for
wanc of Free-w;ll and fay, How 75 it in our choice whet Godmuft
givens towill andto do ? and we can do nothing of onr [elVes ? bhave
We frec-will or power to chufe the bester part ¢ Yon muft not fer up
the poWer or will of mantoo bigh. : . ReROYT

Anfw. No: its yon that would fet up your wills too bigh , 18
making us believe that you are not wi/fu/ly ungodly and impent
tent, but omit all the good and do all the” evil that youdo, be
caufe you cannot belp jt. You cannotbut know that be is thefin-
nerto be blamedand punifhed , that Can and Willnot, rather
then he that wen/d but cannot do geed, and forbear the contrary.
You know that itis wilfulnefs, and not wunwilling impotenc) that
the venome of malice and nanghtinefs lyeth'in’, and there-
fore you are excufing your wills, and laying all upon your Impo-
zency, which is but to excufe your faults. I would make you know

* the bafenefsof your wills, and that it is long of your badne[s that

“youare like to be undone,if grace prevent it not by your through
Converfion. T donot fay that you have any power, bur what you
have from God; but I fay you have the Natural and Legal Power,
and more then Power , evena Grantand Offer of fucha mercy
from God : Youhave humane faculties, and leave , and offers,
and entreaties, and youmay have Chrift andlife as he is offered
if you will. When11ay, It ssin your chsice, 1donot fay that you
have the wir or the beart t0 make a right choice. No : if you had:
but (o much wit and grace,1 need not ufe all thefe words to you,-
10 per[wade yOou 10 chufe the better part. Your Wills arefree from

any force that God puts upon them to determine them to fin; or

from any force that Saranor any enemy you have , can ufe to de=-
rermine themeo fin : All they cando is morally to entice you.

God doth not make you fin. "If you chufe yonr death , end for--

[ake yortr ewn mercy, it isnot God that derermineth your Wills to

make this choice. Yea, be commandeth, and perfwadeth, and urgerls:

youto makea bester choice : And though Satan rempr you,he can

do nomore, You have {0 mueh power, that you may have Chrift
if you will : you cannot fay, I am truly willing to bave

Chrift and cannot,. Thus much free-will’ undoubred

bave. #

BucImuft confefs that your w4/is are mor free from ehe mif~

guiding;
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-guiding of a blinded mind | nor from the fedu&ion of a fenfnal
anclination 5 nor from a bale and wicked difpofition of yourown.
This kind of frec-will you fBew usthat you havgsos, But isyonr
wickednefs your excsfe 2 and is your wilfulnefs your innscency ¥
What then can be culpable ?

Sirs , Twould not have you abufe God, and befool your felves
with zames and words, aying | You have not power and free=will ,
as if you might thus exenfe yortr fin: 1 have opened the matterin
plain terms to you, that children may underftand it,though learn-
edmen have endeavoured to obfcure it. God giweth you your
choice , thongh your own Wickednefs do hinder yon from chufing
aright. Yon bave apricein your hands , bus fools have not a hears
20 their awn good, Prov. 17.16. 1 know you want both wifdom
anda\fan&iﬁgd will ; and I know that your minds and willsare
eontrarily difpofed. You need not tell me that you are wilful
and wicked, when there muft be fo many words fpoken , and fo
many Buooks written, and {0 much mercy and parience of God, and
10 many affliftions from his hand, and 4/l will met ferve to make
you chufe the better part. Butif you were willing , if you were
traly willing , the principal part of the work were done : For-
if youare willing , Chrift iswilling , and~if Chrift be willing ,
and you be willing , what canhinder your falvation? :

_ Having laid this ground-work from the plain Word of God,
methinksT may with this advantage now plead the cafe,even wich
common Reafon. One thing is needfrl ; the Good part is thatones
and this is zendred toyou by the Lard : What is it then thacyou
do make choice of ? and what do yo refulve ? Afay you have
Chrift , and Pardon, and Everlafting life , and will younor have
them ? Shallit be faid'of you another day, that you had your
chice, whether you womld bave Chrift and life, or fin and death ;-
and you chofe deltruction and refufed lifé ? I befeech thee Reader,
whofoever thou art that readeft thefe lines , that thou wouldita
little turn thine ears to God , and withdraw thy felf from the
delufions of the ficth and world, and ufe thy reafonfor thy ever=

ARG peace ; and confider wich thy felf whata dreadfulthing ic
Wl_‘fqu, if thou be everiaftingly fhut out of the prefence of God,
upen thy oW chuice 2 Andif thou lofe thy part in Chrift, and
Pardo'n,- and everlalting Glory upon thy own choice Andif thou
muft liein Hell fire, and Confcience muf cell thee there for ever,

Fhanhaft bist she frivit of thine omn choices Heaven was [et apes
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to me a5 well as others. Ihadlife, andtime, and teaching, and per-
Swafions as well as othersy but I chofe the pleafnre of finfor a feafon,
though I'was told and aff ured that hell Wonldfollow , andnow 1 have
that which Imade choice of 5 and tafte but the fruit of my awn
wilfulne[s ! Will not fuch gripes of confcience bea hellifhtor-
ment of themfelves;and an intolerable vexation , if thou hadft
no more ? Had you rather have fin then Chrift and Holinefs ?

Alas, Ifee by yourlives you had ! But had you rather have Hell -

then God and Glory ? if not , then chufe not the way to Hell:
Why do you give God fuch good words, and prefer your fin when
you have done, before him 2 Why do you/pesk_fo well of Chrift
and Heaven, and yet refafe them @ Why do you fpeak [o illof fin
and the world, and yet chufz them to thelofs of your falvation?
Surely if you were toundly perfwaded that Chrift is bester then
the world, and holinefs then fin, you would chufe that which you
fay is the beft : For that which men think indeed to be the bef?,
and beft for them, they will ehufe and feck afcer. And therefore,
when you have faid all that you can in commendation of Grace
and a holy life, nowife man will believe that you are heartily
perfwaded of the Truch of what you fay, as long as you ru» away
from Chrift, and follow the flefh, and take that courle that is
contrary to your profeffion, For that which you /ike beft you will
certainly chufeand feck with the greateft careand diligence. Now
you have your choice ; if you would have the better part , now

chooft it.

5. I Have one other Motive yet from the text to perfwade you

A to chufe the erter pars. If you chufe it , it foall newer be
taken from yorr. Youhear this is the Refoultion of Chrift himfelf
eoncerning Aurie’s choice, and that which is fpoken of her will
be astrue of you,if you make the fame choice. If all the ene-
mies you have in the world fhould endeavour to deprive you of
Chrift and your falvation, they cannot do it againft your choice.
¥ by Power or by Policy they would rob you of your Portion ,
they cannot do it : For which way fhould they do it ? They can-
not zsrn the beart of God againft you, nor make him break his
Covenant with you, nor repent him of his Gif and Calling which
he hath extended to you. For he is unchangeable, and lovech you
With an everlafting love. Aul. 3.6. Fer. 31. 3. Ifa. 54 8=

¢.33. 20, 21, 23.50.5. Rom. 11,29, They cannog under-
e £ . e 5.5 mine
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mine the rock that you are built upon, nor batter the fortrefs of
your fouls, nor overcome your great Preferverand Defence, nor
take you out of the hands of Chrift. Pfal.73.26.¢ 31.2,3: &
. 62.2.0 §9.9,16. Job. 10. 28. Caff not sway the falvation thatis

- offered you, and then never fear lealt it be taken from yon. See
that you chufe the better part, and refolvedly chafest , and it will

. ' becertainly yourown for ever. For man eannot take it fromyou,

not Dewils cannot take it from you, and Gud will not take it from
you. Rultand moths will not corrupe this Treafure ; norcan
thieves break throughand fteal it from you, A4as. 6. 19,20.

But you cannot fay (o of worldly riches, If you chufeto be
Zords and Prizces on the earth, you cannot have your choice sbut
if you could ,you cannot keepit. - If you chafe the wealth and
credir of the world , and were fure to geric, you wereas fnreto
leave it : For naked you cameinto the world , and naked you
muft go out, Fob 1. 21. If you chufe your eafe , and mirth, and
pliafure; thele will be taken from you : 1f you chufe the fatisfy-
1ng of your flefhly defires, and all the delight and profperity that
che wotld can afford you,, yec all muft be taken from you ; Yea
grickly and eafily raken from you. Alas | one ftroak of an Apo~
plexy, or afew fits of a Fever , or the breaking of a fmall vein’,
or many hundred of the like effectoal means, are ready at the
Qg}f}__»%gg}od,,to take you from all thac.you have gathered for
~your fleth : And then, whole fhall all chefe things be # None of
yonrs,Tamfure ; nor willthey redeem your foulsfrom deathor
bell. Luke 12.20. P falm 49.7. 1f you be inhonour, you abide
ot init, but are ( as to your body ) as the beafts that perifh.
If you thinkto perpetnate your houfes and your names, this your
way is but your folly , thouzﬁt‘l your pofterity go on to_approve
%('Jgr fayings, and fucceed youin your fins. Pfalm 49. 11, 12, I3-

I'he worldly wife man dath perifb with the fool = a5 fleep they are
laidinthe grave, Death [ball feed on them, and the upright Thall
: h{l% Dominion over them in the morning , ver.10,14. The Jhalt.
- Ié‘mséﬁ at down Like the grafs, and whether 4 the green :5&;{ pfal.
el B j;ﬁgvg Jeen the wickedin great préfperi}],land Spreading him=,
JEH - ;“E"‘f"ﬁ ~tree yet be paffed aeiuj 5 and loe he was wot
Jea 1 [onght him, bus be comtd nos be found. V- 35,36 oo
~ Youthinkita fine thing to haye the fulnefs of the creature,
9 be elteemed with the higheft, and fedand cloathed with the
beft, and fare delicioufly every day, s die sich man, Luke 16 bu,;_ »
/ e ath
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hath henot paid dear think you for ﬁis riches and plcafﬂré by -

this time ? Hisfeeding and fulnefs was quickly atan end ; but his
torment is not yez ended, nor ever willbe. You think itabrave
thing ro clamber up to riches, and that which you call greatnefs
and honour in the world : but how quickly , how terribly muft

youcome down ! Go énto the Sanétnary of God and mnderfland

Jourends Surely God bath fet them in [lippery places, and cafteth

thews dows into defbrutlion : How are they bronght to defolation a5

in amoment | They are utterly confumedwith terronrs. Asa drears
when one awakeneth , fo at the awakening , foall their Image (or
Joadow of honenr ) be defpifed , Plalm73. 17,18, 19,20,

How fhort is the pleafure, and how longis the pain | HOW foore -

is the bononr, and how long is the fhame | Whartis it under the Sun
thatis everlafting 2 You have friends , but will they dwell with
you here for ever 2 You have honfes, but how long will you flay in
them ? Itisbut as yefterday fince your houfes had other Inhabi-
tants,, and your Towns and Countries other Inhabitants | and
wherearetheyall now ? You have bea/th, but how foon will you
confume in ficknefs ? Youhave /ife , but how foon will it end in.
death ? You have the pleafure of fin you fay unto your felves
Eat, drink,and be merry, but how foon will all the mirch be mar’d,
and turned invo fhdnefs,evertalting fadnefs ! When youhear,Thon

- fool, thisnight hall they require thy fonl, and then whofe fball thefe
things be? Luke12.20. ' :

- Ohmiferable wretch ! If thou hadft chofer Gedinflead of iby
fin , and the eweriafting Kingdom inftead of this worid , thou
wouldft nothave been thuscaft off in thy extremity : God would
have ftuck better tothee: Hesven would have proved a more
durable Inheritance : For itisa Kingdom that cannot be moved,
Heb. 12.28. The day is nearwhen thy defpairing foul muft rake

up this lamentation , L My deareft friends ave mow for[aking me ,

Imnft part with all that ] labonred for, and delighted in. ] have
drunk, up -all my part-of pleafnre, andthere is no more left. My
werry Company, and honours and vecreations are paft and gone T
Poall eaz, anddrink., andfport nomore : but God would ot have
#fed me thus, if I bad fes my heart npen bim axd bis Kinodow. ob
that 1 badchofen him , and made bim my portion, amff pent thefe

thaughts, and cares, ind labowrs, forthe obtaining of his lowe, and.

Mmﬁfed{;‘lqr]-, Wwhich I pent for the pleafing and providing for my
e » Then 1 fhonld bave had happinefs dmtg dmtbpro‘}dﬁfviiwﬁ
ARG ; : K2+ i il e
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meof, and a Crows that fadeth not awzy. Neither life ner deathy,
nor anycreature conld have [eparated me from bis love. 1 neednot
then bave gone ont of the world as a prifoner ont of the Gaol, to the
barr andto the place of execation. My departing foul fhould not
tien meed to bave been afrasd of falling into the bands of an unre-
conciled God, and [ointo the hands of the Dsvils as his executioners,
nor of paffing out of the flefbto bell.

Oh poor finners , for how fhorta pleafure do you-fell your
bopes of everlafling Bleffednefs,and run your felves into endlefs
pains ! O what comparifon is there between the time of your
pleafure,and the everlaftingnefs of your Punifhment ! How fhore
a while is the cup at your mouthes ? or the drink in your bellies ?
or the harlot in your embracements 2 or the wealth of the world
inyour Poflefiion ? And how longa time muft you pay for this
in hell ? How quickly are your merry hours paft / but your tor-
ments will never be paft. When your corpfes are laid in the grave, .
roen can fay, [ Now be bath done has [atsfying the flefb and follow-
ing the World ] but never man can truly fay, | Now he bath done
[nfferizng forit. | Yourlifeof finis pafling as a dream, and your
honours as a thadew, and allyour bufinefsas a talcthatis told -
but the /ife of Glory which you rejected for this, would have en-
dured for evermore. Suppofe asmany thoufand years as there
are fands on the Sea, or piles of grafs on the whole earth, or
hzirs on the heads of allmen in the world , yet when thefe many
are paft, the Joy of Saints and the Torments of the wicked are
as far from an end 2s ever they were : The eternal God doth give
them a duration, and make chem eternal. ,

When our joyes are at the fweeteft, this: thought muft needs
be parz of that fweetnefs, thac their fweernefs thall never have an
end. If our (hort fore-taftebe 7oy unfpeakable and full of glory
what fhall we call that 7oy which flows from the moft perfect
fruition and perpetvation ? 1 Pet. 1.7, 8. We have 7oy here, but
alas how feldors ! Alas how [wallin comparifon of what we may
there expect / Some oy we have, but how ofc do Melancholy
O ¢roffes, or loffes inthe world, or temptations, OF fins, Of deferti-
nsnterrupt it ! Qur fun is here moft commonly under a cloud,
a!?d 20 oftemin an Ecclipfe , and we have the #ight as oftenas
the day. Yea our flate is #nally a Winser , Qur dayes are co/dand
Jort,and our nightsare long. But when the flourifhing ftate of
glory comes, we fhall bave 1o Interfciffions nor Ecelipfes. Tb,:).

pa)




: 2 . ~ . ‘ St

: (69)
pathof the juft 1 as-the fbining light, thas fhineth wiove and more
unto the perfeét day, Prov. 4.18. And the perfe& day is a perpe-
~ tual day, that knows no interruption by the darknefs of the night. 3
< For there Joall be 5o night there | nor need of candleor Sen s for i
the Lord God giveth them light, and they foall reign for ever and
ever, Rev. 22,5, Thisis the Jife that fears no dearh ; and this is
the feaft that fears no wans or furure famine ; the pleafure that
knews 0or fears no pain 5 the health that knows nor fears no fick:
nefs , this is the treafnre that fears no moth, ot raft, orthicf ; ;
the building that fears no fform ror decay; the Kingdom that ]
fears no changes by Rebellion  the friendfip that fears no falling 1
ont 5 the Love that fears no hatved or fruffration ; the Glory g
that fears no envioms eye; the poffeffed Inheritance that fears no
ejection by frand, or force 5 Or any failings ; the oy that feels or
fears no forrow 5 while God who is Life it felf is onr life ; and
while God who is Lowe, is the fountain and obje® of esr Love,
we can never want eicher Zife or Lowve : And whiles he feeds our
Love,our Joyful prasfes will never berun dry , nor ever go out &
for want of fewel. Thisis thetrue perpetnal motion, the cercrla- .
- tion of the holy blood and fpirit from God to man , and from <
man to God. Being prepared and brought near bim, we have the
bleffed #ifion of his face , by feeing him ; and by the bleffed ema-
nation of his /sve, we are drawn out perpetually and unwearied-
lyto Lovehim and Rejoyee in him 5 and from hence uaceffansly to
Prasfeand homonr him. 1n all which | as bis bleffed Image and the
Poining reflections of his revealed glory , he taketh-complacency
Which is the higheft end of God and mar, and the very term of all
1s works and wayes.-

-

_ I ghought here to have ended this Fir{t Part of my Difcourfe ;
& but yet compaffion calls me back : | fear left with the moft I
bave notyet prevailed ; and left I fhall feave them bebind me in
the bonds of ‘tt'xeir iniquity, Idaily hear the voice of men pof-
feffed by a fpiric of uncleannefs, fpeaking againft this Neceffity
of aholy life, which Chrift himfelf fo pcrembptorly aﬂertethljl
 hear that woice which foretelleth a more dreadful voice, if in time
thgy be not prgvailed with to preventit. One faith Hf’hdt need all

\ thisado ? This fbriftne(s ts more ado then needs. Another faich ,
Yonwankd make men mad , by poring [0 much on-masers vhat are

X ;
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ahove them. Another faith, Cannor youkeep your Religion to your
felfe s and be Godly with moderation , a5 yonr neighbonrs be ? Ano-
eher faith , 7hope God ds more merciful then to damn all that be
#st [o precife. Another faith, 1 failnever endure fo frrict a life,
and therefore Iwill venture as well as others. The fumme of allis h
They are fo farinlove with the world and {in,and fo much againit
a holy life, that they will not be perfwaded to it; and therefore
to quiet their confciences in their mifery , they make themfelves
believe that they may be faved withont it | and that itis a thing of
0o Neceffity , but their coming to Church and living hke good
neighbours may ferveche turn withour it:, for their falvation,
And thus doth the malitious Serpene, in the heatrs of thofe that
he poffeffech , rife upagainft thewords of Chrift,” Chrift faith
that chis is 7'he One thing needful : And the Serpent faith, 7 7 \
miore ado then weeds : and what needs all thisado ? ThoughT have i
fully anfwered this mngodly objection already in my Treatife of :
Converfion, [c8. 36, pag.284. &c. and more fully in my Treatife
of Reft, Part 3. Chap. 6. yet I fhail once more fall upon it. For 5 ? :

death is coming, while poordeluded foulsare loytering : and if
Satan by fuch fenflefs reafonings as thefe, can keep them unready
intheir fin, till che fatal firoak hath cur them down , and caft
them into endlefs eafelefs fire ; alas, how great will be their fall?
and how unfpeakably dreadful will be cheir mifery » Whoever
thou be,whether high or low, learned or unlearned, that haft difs
liked, oppofed or reproached (erions Zodly Chriftians, as Puri-
ranes,and 100 precife 5 and that thinkel tle moft diligent labonr. .
for [alvation to be but more ads thes needs , and haft not thy felf
yet reﬁ_)lv_edly fetupona holy life, I requirea¢ thy hands fo muc_h
umpartiality and faithfulnefs to thy own immoreal {oul ,.as ferie
oully to perufe thefe following Queftions , and to go no further !
in thy carelefs, negligent, ungodly courfe, till thou art able to ’
givefach a rational anfwer to them , as thou dareft fland to
now at the Barr of chine own Conftience , and hereafter ac the
Barr of Chrift, : ( iy *d' et
o el 1. Canft thou poffibly give Godmore then % his due ? Or
?ﬁ WM more then he deferverh ‘?g Or ferve him more faithfully then
<o "b"”d; 43d he is worthy of 2 Art thou not his-creature 2
\pade of doching? nd bl chewno ailbat thou artand baf
, from bim ? and if thoy givehim 4/, deftthou give bim any more
thenwhat is his.omn 2 I thou givedim ‘allthe afe@ions of thy
g : Taa foul,
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foul , and all the moft ferious thoughts of thy heart, and every
hour of thy time, and every word of thy mouth,and every penny
of thy wealth (in the way that be requireth it ) is it aoy
more then is his due ? Should not he havea/l thatis Lord of
all ? x ! o
Quefl. 2. Tsitnot the firft and great Commandment, [ Thox
Poalt Love the Lordthy Ged with all thy heart and foul, andmight?]
And do not heathens confefs this by the light of nature s And hath
. 00t 1hy tongse confeft it many a time 2 And doth not thy confei-
ence yet bear witnefs thatit is thy duty ¢ And 1s it poffible thou
thouldft thus Love bim, with all thy heart, and foul, and mighc,
and yernot feck and ferwe him with all thy heart, and foul; and
might »Or can the moft fan&ified perfon do any more, if he were
perfe&? = s rcts ot ¥

Queft. 3. Doft thon not confefs that we are all fiiners 2 And
that the beft is Fill too bad? And that be that leveth and ferverh
God moft, doth yet come exceeding Joort of his dwty ? And yer -
wouldft thou have fuch men come forter 2 and dareft thou per- -
{wade them trodvlefs ? MuZ not the beft confefs their daily fail-
ings, and beg pardon of them from the Lord , and be beholden
to the blood of Chrift, and lament their imperfeions 2 And yet
wouldft thou have thembe fuch odious hypocrites , as to think
- they ferve God too muchalready , while they. confefs that they
come fo fhort ? Shall they confefs their failings, and reproach
thofe that endeavour toavoid the like 2 Shall the fame tongue fay, .
C Zord be merciful to me a finner’) and [ Lord, I am good
enongh already s what need theve fo. much ads to pleafe and -
Lerve thee any berter 2 ] Whar would you. think of fucha
aNEE - : : Gvily o1
= Qaeft, 4. Is it mot an unquefiionable duty togrow in grace.d: and
to prefstowards perfection as men that bave not yet attained ic 2
2 Pet.3.18- Phil. 3.12, 13, 14, And muft Pasl, and Peter, and
the holyeft onearth, fill feek to grow and labour to be more.
: Iﬂa{y ? and {hall {fuch a one as tbay fay'.e Wbat _x“d Iég any more be-
Jyé thatarcurcerly unfanQified. ek} i
-~ Queft. 5. Isit not oneof thetwo grand Principles of fajzh and
all Religion , Without which noman can pleafe God , Heba 11.6..

ReWarder of thew that diligently feck bim? ] yea this.is

. BALATES ;

183 God, moft powerful, wifeand good ) fecondly , that be iz 4 -

Whoever cometh to Godmuft believe, firft, that Ged 45 ( that there * et
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natnres principles. 1t is the Diligent feeckers of God that he will
7eward.  And yet dare a fle(hly negligent finner, reproach the ds-
llgmtfeckingof God , and take ic for a needlefs thing , and fay,
‘What needs all thes ado ? Are not thefe the Atheifts [econds, €ven
next to them that dexy that there is any God , or that biafpheme
him ? And indeed , if he be not worthy of all the Love and
fervicethat thou canft give him,he is not the true God! Confider
therefore the tendency of thy words, and tremble.

~ Quelt.6. Doth not thas wretch fet np the flefh and the world above
the Lord, that thinks not moft of his thonghts, and cares, and words,
-andtime, and Labour for the world to be too much ado, and yet thinks
le[s for God and heaves to be too much ? And doft thou think in thy
confcience that the flefh is becter worthy of thy Leve, and care,
and labour, then the Lord ? or thatearth will prove a betrer re-
wardtotheethen Heaven? Who , thinkeft thou, will have the
better bargain in the end? Thefool that /aid up riches for bim/[elf,
and was mot rich to God, and thall lofe all at once that he fo much

valyed,and fo carefully fought , { Luke 2. 20, 21.)or he that
laid up histreafnre in Heaven,and there fec his beart, and fought

for the never fading Crown ? AMatth. 6.20,21, 33. and count-
ed all 45 lofs and dung for the excellent knowledge of fef/ws C hrift,
Phil. 3.8. Do you think that there is any thing more wort
your c?arc, and time, and labour, or can you more profitably lay
it out :

Quelt. 7. Have youmot immortal fonls to [ave orlofe ® And
are not your fodies for their fervice ? and to be ufed and ruled
by them ? And fhould not your fouls then have more of
YO%T_ careand diligence, then corruptible fleth that muft turn
to dirc?

Quekt. 8. Dare any one of yon [ay that you are wifcr then the All-
krowing God ? Is not thy wifdom lefsto his , thena glow-worms
lightisto the Sun ? And hath not God moft plainly and frequent
ly in his Word commanded thee a holy life ? Yea every parc an
parcell of it, is nothing elfe but the obeying of shat Pord < For if
1tbe N0t prefiribed by the Lord, itis not Holine/s, 10T that which
1o Pleading for. And when theliving God hath rold the world
his mind and will, fhall a finful man ftand up and {3y, 7 am wifer
then my Maker 2 Iknow a better way then this? What need there
all this [Fir for Heaven ? What dolt thou lefs then thus blaf-

_pheme, and fer up thy folly above the wifdomof the Lord,
. % o ; when




