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natures principles. I t is the Diligent feekers of God that he will 
reward. And yet dare a fkflaly negligent finner, reproach the di­
ligent feeking of God, and take it tor a needlefs thing , and fay , 
What needs all this a/io ? Are not thefe the Jtheifis feconds-, even 
next to them that deny that there is any God, or that blafpheme 
him ? And indeed, i f he be not worthy of all the Love and 
Tervice thattbou can ft givehim,he is not the true God.'Confider 
therefore the tendency of thy words, and tremble. 

Queft.6. Both not that wretch fet up the flefi and the world above 
the Lord, that thinks not moft of his thoughts, and cares, and Words, 
•find time, and labour for the world to be too much ado, and yet think/ 
lefs for God and heaven to be too much? And doll thou think in thy 
confclence that the f k f h is better worthy of thy Love, and care, 
and labour, then the Lord ? or that earth will prove a better re­
ward to thee then Heaven ? W h o , thinkeft thou , will have the 
better bargain in the end ? The fool that laid up riches for him [elf, 
and wa* and (hall lofe all at once that he fo much 
valued,and fo carefully fought, (Luke 12. 20, 21.) or he that 
laid up his treafure in Heaven, and there fee his heart, and fought 
for the never fading Crown ? Matth. 6. 20, 21 , 3 3- and count­
ed all as lofs and dung for the excellent knowledge of fefus C hrifr, 
Phil. 3. 8. Do you think that there is any thing more worth 
your care, and time, and labour, or can you more profitably Jay 
it out? 

Queft. 7. Have you not immortal fouls to fave orlofe ? And 
are not your bodies for their fervice ? and to be ufed and ruled 
by them ? And (hould not your fouls then have more of 
your care and diligence, then corruptible flefh that muft turn 
to dire ? 

Qneft. 8. Bare any one of you fay that you are wifcr then the Alh 
knoyfiing God ? Is not thy wiidom lefs to his, then a glow-worms 
light is to the Sun ? And hath not God moft plainly and frequent­
ly in his Word commanded thee a holy life ? Yea every pare and 
Parcell of i t , is nothing elfe but the obeying of that mrd : Font 
it be not prefcribedby the Lord, it is not Holinefs, n o

f
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I am pleading for. And when theliving God hath told the world 
his mind and will,{hall a finful man ftand up and fay, Jam wifer 
then my Maker ? I know a better way then this ? What need there 
all thisftir for Heaven ? What doft thou lefs then thus blaf-
pheme, and fet up thy folly above the wifdom of the Lord, 

when 
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when thou condemned or reproached the holinefs which he com-
mandeth ? 

Qued. p. Dare yon fay that God is not only fo unwife, but fa un­
righteous and tyramcal, as to give the world unnectffary Laws, and 
fet them upon a needlefs work. ? What King fo tyranicalas would 
require his fubjeds on pain of death to go pick draws againd the 
wind ? What Majier or Parent fo foolijhly cruel as to command 
their feryaius or children, to weary themfclves with hunting 
butter-flies, and following their own fhadows ? And dared thou 
impute fuch fooliftr tyrannic to the God of heaven ? as i f he had 
made a world,and fee them upon a needlefs work?and command­
ed them to tire themfelves in vain ? 

X«ed . i o. Can a man be too diligent about that work, which he 
was made for, and is daily pre ferve d and maintained for , and for 
•which he hath all the mercies of his life i Thou hadd never come 
into the worldbut on this bufinefs, even to ferve and pleafe God, 
and prepare for everlading happinefs : And are you afraid of do-

I h t t0°,uu%Tl\l W h > ' i s i c > t h i n k d l t h ™ > that God fuflatn-
CLD tnee ? Why dyedd thou not many years ago ? but only that 
thou mighted have time to feek and fervc him. Was it only that 
tnoumightedeat, and drink, and fleep, and go up and down, 
ana mi u p a room among the living ? Why beads, and fools, and 
maa-men do all this, as well as thou. Why had thou thy Reafen 
and undemanding, but to ^ * a n d ferve the Lord ? Is i t only to 
Know how to fh i f t a little for the commodities of the world ? Or 
is it not to know the way to life eternal > Look round about thee 
on all the creatures, and on all the mercies which thou dod pof-
lefsi every deliverance, andpriviledge, and accommodation; 
every b l t of bread thou eated, and every hour of thy precious 
time are a,l given thee for this One thing needfuli And yet wilt 
thou lay that this One thing is needlefs , for which thou had all 
things ? Thou^mayeft then fay, that God made the world in vain * 
and preiervethand governeth it in vain. For all this is but for his 
Jervice, which thou called vain. 

Q^ed. 11. jyoth mt Reafon tell thee, that the place in which thon 
mult live for> ever Juuld be more diligently minded (andprepared 
^ then thu * which thou mufi continue but for a while ? Alas, 
ter of a t , nJ5 ^ W / b c h e r e > t h a E i E m a k < * all the mat? 
dreamt M°r} ( *- h c h ) t 0 b e i n confiderable things, «f 

sandihadow5. What great matter is it for iofmt a time, 
L whether 
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whether we be rich or poor , well or Qck, in credit or in corr--
tempt! whether we laugh or weep / When cur part will be ib 
quickly acted, and we muft go naked out of the world as we 
came into it. For fo fhort a time, a poor habitation may ferve toe 
turn , as we!! as the moft fplendid Palace : A painful, obfcure 
aiBffted life, may do as well as-the moft plentiful provifions, and 
the grcateft eafe and worldly honours. The purple and fine 
iinnen, the filks and bravery will be foon forgotten • and the foul 
in Hell will be no more the better for them , then the rotten car-
kafe in the grave. The tafte of the delicious meats and drinks 
w i l l qukk-ly be forgotten and fportful youth will be turned into 
cold and languid age ; and the moft confirmed healch into dolo­
rous fieknefs - and rairtir and laughter into mournful groans. 
And is fucha t ran fit ory life as-this , more worthy of your care 
and greateft diligence, then life eternal ? O one would think that 
the world that you muft be ever,ever i n , ftroutd never, never be 
forgotten / There is the company that you muft live with tor 
<ver: There is the ftate that you (hall never change : There is tire 
Joy or Torment thatfhall have no end ; and while you forget i t , 
youarepoftingtoit.andarealmoftthere. And can you be too-
careful tot eternity ? , 

Queft. 12. Confider alfo but the infinite Joyes of Heaven , ana 
tell me, whether thou dofi thinly, they are not worthy the greateft CSjV 
4>r paim that thou-canft be at to get them ? Doft thou think that 
Heavenismt worthy of the labour, thatisbeftowedfontby 
the holyeft Saints on eanh ? W i l l it not requite them to the full . 
Wi l l any that comes thither repent that they-obtained'it atio 
dear a rate? I f now thou couldft fpeak -with one of tnole Bc-
iievers, mentioned in Heb. 1i. that livedas ft rangers and ptlgnW 
*>» earth, zsfeeking a better, even a heavenly Cou»trey< that P r c ' c r " 
ted the reproach of Chrift before the treafure of the world,*™ 
chofe affliflh* with the people of God, before the pleafurts 0} f » 
for afeafo^thu were tonurffd, not accepting deliverance, that they 
might receive abetter refurrettion; that had tryal or tr/teimefc 
'i»ls*»dfcourgi*g^ and ofband/and imprifonments , anOwc r e 

fond, [aim mfmmdtr., tempted, fla'm with the fword, wandred about 
in {heep-skin^ and goat.skins, being deftitute, affliBed, and torment­
ed, though men of .whom the world was mt worthy : Would any 
one of thefe now tell you, that they did or fuffered too much tor 
Heaven ? Or that i t was not worth ten thoufand times more ? I * 

-T- - — im 
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thy tongue darefay that 'Heaven u not worth the cofi or trouble of 
* holy life, ( or i f thy life fay fo , though thy tongue dare n o t ) 
thou judgeft thy felf unworthy of i t , and fentenceft thy felf unto 
damnation. 

Qoeft. 13. And are the torments of Hell fo fmalland tolerable 
that thou thinkeft a holy life too dear a means for to prevent them^ ? 
Dof t thou believe the threatnings of the L o r d , that he will 
come in flaming fire to take vengeance on them that kno^Q not God 9 

and obey not the Gofpel of our Lord fef Hi Chrift ; who Jhall be pmi-
fied ypith everlafting deftruftionfrom theprefence of the Lord,, and 
from the glory of hts power I 2 The/. I . 8,9- and yet eanft thou 
fay, What needs all this ado , tofeape fuch endlefs mifery ! t h o u 
wilt take any medicine to cure but zhzgowt or {lone, if once thou 
have felt them ? Thou wilt draw out a tooth to prevent the pain 
o f i t . And is Holinefs fo hateful or grievous a thing to thee, that 
thou wik venture on Hell it felf to avoid it ? I f fo much of Hell 
be in thy heart already, blame none but thy felf i f thou have thy 
choice. 

Queft. 14. Why wuft thoubaptUtd into the Covenant of holi­
nefs, to God the Father, Son and Holy-Ghoft, if thou think, it need', 
lefs to perform thy Covenant f A holy life is no more then m 
Baptifm thou waft folemnly engaged too : There didft thou re­
nounce the flefh, the world and the Dev i l ; and tookeft God tor 
thy portion and ab(olute Lord, and gaveft up thy felf to be ruled 
by him , and faved by Chri f t , and fanBified by the holy Spirit; 
and doft thou now fay, What needs all this ado? Are we all by our 
Baptifmal Vow engaged to a needlefs thing ? I tell thee , there is 
not the holyeft man on earth, that doth any more then what he is 
bound to by the Covenant-Relations which he undertook in 
Baptifm. 

Queft. 15. Moreover , What an Hypocrite art thou to profefs 
thy felf a member of the Holy Catholicisehurch, if Holinefs which 
is the life of the Church, feem needlefs to thee ? Why doft thou pro-
fefs to believe and defire the Communion of Saints , if the life of 
Saints feem needlefs to thee , and thou wilt not have Communion 
with them in their fan&ity ? Doft thou not plainly renounce thy 
Covenant, and faith,md duty, whenthou rcnounccft a holy life as 
a thing unnecefTary ? 

Queft. 16. Doft thou think,, ar dareft thou fay , that the bloody 
^"th, and holy life of fefm Chrift were more then needs in order to 
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thyfalvation ? Unlcfs thou be a profeiTed Infidel, I fcnowthoo 
dareft not fay fo : And i f thy foul were worth the fteftringa of the 
Lord of Llfes is it not worth all the coft and labour of thy d»ty ? 
Chrift lived a life of perfecl holinefs : hs never finned he fulfilled 
allrighteoufnefs: he prayed all night, and with greateft fervency ; 
preaching and doing good was his employment. Though he hated 
Pharifaical fuperftition , and the teaching for doctrines the Com­
mandments of men, and ferving God according to mens traditi­
ons, yet was there never fo holy, and pure,and precife, and ftridt, 
and heavenly a life as Jefus ChrilVs : And this was for our re­
demption, and our example. And dareft thou fay that this was 
ncedlefs ? Should we not endeavour to imitate our pattern ? Are 
they better that are like ft Chrifl\ or they that are moft unlike him ? 
And which doft thou think is Hker Chrifl, the holy or the unholy ? 
Sure we that fall fo fhort o f the example that Chrift hath given 
us, are far from being more diligent then needs, when Chrift 
went not too f a r , nor was too M&% that went fo very far be­
yond us. 

Queft. 17. Lookjipon all the in/titutious of the Lord ' On Ma­
gi flracj , and Miniftry, and the great Works of their office : On 
prayer, and preaching, and Sacraments, and Difetplinetindiil 
other Ordinances of God • and alfo on all the frame of the holy 
Scripture ; and alfo on all the workings and graces of the Hsly 
Ghofl and tell me whether thou dareft fay , that all or any of 
thefe are in vain} and whether that Holinefs which all thefe are 
appointed for , can be a vain and needlefsthin^? 

Qgeft. 18. Darefl thou fay that Chrifl doth more then needs in 
his InterCeffion for us with the Father now in Heaven ? I t is he th it 
fendeth the ftirit to fanttifieus : Ic is he that prayeth that we m<*y 
he fanclified by the truth ? We have no grace and holinefs but what 
we have from him. And dareft thoufayhe doth too much PU 
is he that fends his Miniflers to call men to a holy life : Look in-
tohis Word, and fee whether the doBrine which they preach be 
not there prefcribed to them and the duties of holinefs there 
commended; i f therefore it were erroneous or exceflive , i t 
jwould be long of Chrift, and not o f his Meffengers or Di ic iplw, 
tnatipcak and do no more for holinefs, then he bids them ; out 
iall exceeding fhort, 

Qaeft. 19. Art thou wifer in this, and more to be believed, then 
'•*Uthtmim Prophets\md dpi)flles, and fervants of God in former 
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$ges, and then all that are now alive on earth, that ever trjed a holy 
life 1 The Scripture will tell thee that Abraham, Jfaac, Jacob , 
David, and all the reft of the Saints that were then moft dear to* 
God, were fo far from thinking that a holy life was more then 
needs, that they thought they could never be holy enough , and 
blamed their defects when they excelled fuel) as now thou blameft 
as too precife. And i f thou wilt preferr the words and example 
of a worldling, or of a fot t i fh fenfual man , before the judge­
ment and example of thefe Saints, the company that thou choof-
eft, and the deceivers whom thou followed, (hall be alfo thy com­
panions in calamity, where fhall be weeping and gnafhingof 
teeth g when ye fhall fee the Saints from Eaft and Wef t , from 
North and South, ftt down with Abraham, Jfaac, Jacob, and all 
the Prophets, in the Kingdom of God, and you, and fuch as you 
thruftout : Even when thelaftin time ( whom you here de-
fpifed) fhall be equal to the firft and antient Saints, Lake 13. 
27,28 ,29 ,30 . Why do you hypocritically honour the names 
and memorials of the Prophets , Apoftles , and other former 
Saints, and keep Holy-dayes for them , and yet reproach their 
holy courfe, and preferr the judgement of a drunkard or a ma­
lignant enemy of godlinefs before theirs ? For fo you do when 
you argueagainft a holy life. 

Queft. 20. Doft thou th'mkthat there is now one foul in Heaven 
or Hell, that is of thy prophane opinion,and would fay, th&t a dili­
gent holy life is more ado then needs for mens falvation ? Certainly 
chofein Heaven have-more knowledge and experience, and love 
to Got! and man, and goodnefs, then to be of lb impious a mind, 
or once to entertain fuch beaftly thoughts .* And thofe in Hell, 
thougk ftill unholy, have learned to their cofi to know the great 
Keeefttyoi holinefs : And would tell you , i f they couldfpeak 
with you, that the moft ftrictand heavenly life for millions of 
ages were not too dear, for the efcaping of the everlafting mife­
ry. Why elfe do we find one of them in Luke 16. defcribed as 
fo deMrous,thac one from the dead might befentto his Brethren 
to warn them that they come not to that place of torment ? And 
what is it that he would have had them warned o f , but that shey 
ftould live a holy feif-denying life,and with all their diligence lay 
«P a treafurein the life to eome, inftead of living fo fenfual, and 
y>luptuous, and ungodly a life as he had lived. Thefcopeof the 
^tory tells us that this would have been his mefTace3 i f he might 
tavefcnr. L 3 £ucf t , 
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Qucrt 21. Doft thoU thinkin thy Corifciettce that at the how of 

thy death, or at leafl at Judgement, thou/halt thinly thy fdf that 
Holinefs was unnecefary f Doth not thy heart tell thee that then 
thou flialt be of another mind ? and wifh with the deepelt de~ 
firesof thy foul, that thou hadft lived as ftridly , and prepared 
for everlaftinglifeasferioufly,andferved God as diligently , as 
ever did any Saint on earth ? But alas, thole wifhes will be then 
too late. Now is thy day: and now thou takeft thy work to be 
ncedlefs : And to fee theNeceffity when time is gone, will be 
thy torment, but not thy remedy. Not one in this Congregati­
on , o rTown,or Countrey , not onein England, or inalrthe 
world but (hall be forced at laft, whether he will or no, to jultine 
the wifdomof the godly , and the worft of you fhall then with 
ten thoufand fruitlefs groans defire , that you had imitated the 
holyeft perfons that you knew. Not a tongue then Oiallfay, What 
needs all this ado for heaven ! Not a man there dare call his^neigu-
bour Puritane, nor take up a contemptuous jear, againit tne om-4 

gent fervants of the Lord. - n . . 
Queft. 22. -Is not that man at the heart againft the Lord , tnaj 

repr^chethhisferious dUigent fervants, and counts his »"l* *"*m 

lefs thing'? Men are more willing to pleafcthofe that they love* 
and more ready to do the works they love. I f your ion or ler-
vant fpeak againft your fervice, but as you do againit l*ods9W"* 
would you think of their afTeftions? Doubtlefs it is no better tnen 
afecret hatred to the holinefs of God , and a Serpentine enmity 
to his holy wayes, that caufeth all thefe 4enflefs cavils, ana 
impious fpeeches, againft the life that he hath commanded u s e 
live. . 

Queft. 23. Isitnotmoftunreafonable impiety , for tvat mn to 
fpeah a?ainft too ftritl exatlobedience, and againft fermng GodW 
much, that hathfervedthe world, the flefh, and the Devil t* the 
vigour and flower of his dayes, and this wit h pleafure , and never 
faid, It is too much ? When thou waft drinking and *P°™ n J ' 
thou waft not aweary : When it comes to a matter ot rtcnes 
honour, or eafe, or pleafurc, to gratifie thy worldltncls, price, 
lazinefs and voluptuoufnefs.then thou never faift, It is too m*fh\ 
And is all too little for fin and the Devi l , and all too much 
for thy foul and God? Let Confcience tell, thee whether this 
be juft. 

Qweft. 24. Is it not afoolifh wichdnefs , for that man to cry out 
againft 



atainft making ^':fie t 0 heaven, and going fo fa ft in the wyes of God 
that hath lojtered already till the evening of his dajes, andloft f& 
much time as thou haft dene ? I f thou hadft begun as foon as thou 
hadft the ule of reafon, and remembred thy Creator in-the dayes 
of thy youth,and never loft an hour of thy time fincethen t i l l 
now, thou hadft done no more then what thy God, thy foul, and 
all right reafon required of thee / For furely he that made thee, 
hath in wifdom proportioned thy time to thy work , and hath 
not given thee an hour too much. A long life is fhort enough 
to prepare for everlafting. «And (hall a loytering Rebell that 
hath wafted fo-much of his little time, cry out , What needs fo 
much ado} 

Queft. 25: Isit nofthe graeelejs miferable fort of men, that 
cry out, What needs all this ado? Certainly it is : For Scripture, 
and Reafon, and Experience tell us, that all that are godly,are of 
another mind : The more graee they have, the more they would 
have : The more they love God, the more they would love him. 
The more good they do, the more they would do. Do you not 
fee how they labour after more grace ? and hear how they com­
plain that they are no better ? Q how it would glad them to be 
more Holy and more Heavenly / I t is therefore the ftrangers and 
defpifcrs of grace, that never knew by experience, the nature,and 
power, and fweetnefs of i t , that fay , It is more ado then needs-. 
And is it not a moft unreafonable thing for a man that hath no fa­
cing grace and holinefs at all, to cry out againft excefs of holinefs ? 
And for a man that is in the captivity of the Devil , and ready 
fuddenly to drop into Hell, i f death do but ftrike the fatal blow, 
before he be regenerate, to talkagainft doing too much for heaven? 
And for a man that never did God one hours pleafing fervice s 

(Heb. IT. 6.) to prate againft fervin* God too much? O poor 
wretch / were thy eyes but opened, thou wouldft fee that of any 
man in the Town or Countrey, this language ill befeemeth thee. 
When God hath been fo long offended h and thy foul is almoft 
ioft already, and deathand hellishardat hand , and may fwaK 
low thee up in endlefs defperation for ought thou knoweft, before 
thou haft read this Book to the end, or before thou fee another 
year, or moReeh, or day, is i t time for fuch a one as thee to fay , 
What needs fo much ado ? One would-think-if there be any life 
l r* theei thou (houldft ftir as for thy l i f e : and if thou have a voice 
$0 cry, thou,ftaouldft cry out- to God .both day. and night: 
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in the fervour of thy fou l , even now while mercy may be hada 

left time fhould over-flip thee , and thou be flint tip in the place 
of torment: I f Hell-fire will not make thee ftir , What will ? 
Should a weak Chriftian that is caft behind hand by his negli­
gence, but once fpeak againft a diligent life, he were exceedingly 
too blame. But for thee that art yet in the gall of bitternefs, and 
themiferyof an unregenerate ftate, to fpeak againft holy dili­
gence- for falvation, when thou-art in fuch great and deep diftrefs, 
and like a man that is drowning, or a houieon fire, that muft 
prefertly have help or perifh-, this isamadneis that hath no name 
faflkiect to exprcfsitby; which its a wonder that a rational foul 
fhould be guilty of. 

Queft. 26. Art thou not afraid of fame fudden vengeance from 
the Lord, for thm making thy felf his open enemy, and contradicting 
him to bis face ? Mark his language, and then mark thine. Chnlt 
faith, [ Enter in at the ftraitgate : For wide is the gate, and broad 
is the way that leadeth to deftruttion, and many there be which gotn 
thereat: because flrait a the gate , and narrow is the Way , which 
leadeth unto life,and few there be that find it. ] Match. 7. 13, i f -
C Strive to enter in at the flrait gate : for ms.ny, I fay unto you, wilt 

feekjo enter in, and [hallnot be able.'] Luke 13.24- \_Stt then that 
yewalkcircumfpemy f o r exa&ly ) not as fools, but as wife, re­
deeming the time. ] Ephef. $. 15, 16. [_ For I fay unto you , that 
except your right eoufnefs exceed the righteoufnefs of the Scribes and 
Pharifts , ye fhall in no cafe enter into the Kingdom of heaven. ] 
Matth. 5. 20. [ Wherefore brethren ,'give all diligence to naakijour 
Calling and Ehtiion fure. ] 2 Pet. i .JO, [ Work-out your falva­
tion with fear and trembling.] Phil. 2. 12. Seeing then all thefe 
things fhall be diffolved, What manner of perfons oughtye to be in all 
holy converfation and godlinefs, looking for and hafting to the coming 
of the day of God. ] 2 Per. 3. 11,12. L And if the righteous fcarce-
Iy be faved, where fhall the ungodly and the fmner appear. ] I Pe r* 
4. 18. £ Lay not up for your felves a treafure on earth,&c. but lay 
*p for your felves a treafure in heaven, &c. For where your treafure 
is, there will your hearts be alfo. ] Matth. 6. 19 , 20 ,21 . |_ See*i 
firfi the Kingdom of God, and his right eoufnefs] Match. 6. 33. 
t Labour not for the meat that perifheth, but for that Which endureth 
to everlafting l i f e . ] John 6. 27. £ The Kingdom of heaven f u f -
fereth violence, and the violent take it by force.] Matth. H . 12. 
C Knowye not that they Which run in a race, run all, but one recei-

veth. 
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^eth the prize f So run that ye may obtain': And every man that 
finveth for the maftery,is temperate in all things: Now they doit 
to obtain a corruptible Crown ; but wean incorruptible. 2 there­

fore fo run' not as uncertainly: fo fight I , not as one that beateth 
i n a t r , H t 1 keep under my body, and bring it into fubjetlion • 
left that by any means when 1 have preached to others, I my felf 
fhouldbe a caraway. ] I Cor. 9. 24, 25, 26, 27. [ Wherefore do 
ye spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labour 
for that which fatisfieth not ? Hearken diligently unto me, eat ye 
™*t which is good, and let your foul delight itfelf infatnefs ; en-
c line your ear, and come unto me; hear and your foul fhall live \ and 
I will make an everlafting Covenant with you. ] Ifa. 55. 1, 2, 3. 
L Be fervent in fpiritjerving the Lord. j Rom. 12. I I . [ For the 
grace of God that bringeth falvation,hath appeared to all men -
teaching us that denying ungodlinefs and worldly lufts , we Jhould 
live foberly, righteoufly, andgedly in this prefent world : Looking 
for that b/ejfed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and 

• our Saviour Jefus Chrift; who gave himfelf for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, andfantlifie to himfelf a peculiar peo­
ple, zealous of good works.2 T i t . 2. 11,12, 13, 14. [Curfedbc 
he that doth the work^ofthe Lord deceitfully. ] Jer. 48. 1 o. £ what-

foever thy handfindeth to do, d§ it with thy might : For there is no 
"work,, nor device >nor knowledge,nor wifdom in the grave whether 
thougoeft.^ Ecclef. 9. 10. 

Thefe and fuch like are the fayings of God, by which thou 
mayft eafily underftand his mind concerning the neceffity of a 
ferious, diligent, holy life. And fhall a blind and wretched worm 
come after, and dare to contradict him, andunfayall this , and 
fay, what needs fo much ado ? What 1 dareft thou thus openly 
refill: God to his face ? What art thou? and what is thy w o r d , 
that we fhould regard it before the Word of God > 

Queft. 27. Doft thou not know that by thy Jpeaking againft a dili­
gent holy life, thw gratifyeft the Devil, and openly ferveft him , 
and fat ft the very things that he would have thee fay > What can 
morepleafe him, and advance his Kingdom,and fuit his malicious 
ends, then to flop and cool men in the fervice of the Lord and 
make them believe that holinefs is but a needlefs thing > I f 
ft L D e v i i m i g h t h a v e l e a v e t 0 walk vifibly among men, and 
do(T l°A r u t h d r l a n § u a 8 e > h e w o u ^ fpeak to them as thm 

J » and lay the fame things which he puts into thy mouth ; and 
M wouM 
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would do all that he could to keep men from a holy life. And 
dareft thou thus openly play his part? , n i , \ 

Queft 28. Can? thou think ( Vohtn eternal life u at the jt>.Hi J 
that a W » ™ * . i» '*« «f / » * f ] } ^ i T l T k e a hatbcaufe to count hU diligence unneceffarj t When Satan lite a 
roat inf t tyon, is feeking day and night to devour thee £ 1 
, 8 f when his malice, fubtilty, and diligence 's/o g r e « , and 
foBiiwearied s when his inftruments are fo many fofubtile, and 
fo powerful when the world aboundeth round about t h e e h 
.£uch dangerous enticing fnares and baits s when thy «y t* row 
fUf t i fo near thee is thy moft perilous enemy, unceffimdj- drawing 
thee from God unto the creature, and when thon ar t fo .mpotent 
eo refill altthefeaflaults; arc thou then in a condition he tocry 
out asainft the createft diligence for thy foul >• Should a man go-
^ ^ t L X p f f t h i l l > e n it is for his life be. afraU. o . going 
too r i f t ? When thou haft done all thou canft rt » well for thee 
that ever thou waft born if i t fcfifce. I f we.kn. fe . and nem s 
caufe fuchadifficuUythaccfae righteous themidvesare fcarcey 
-faved (chat is, with much ado > is.t then time for chee to ask. 
What needs fo much ado ? '- , 

Qucft.29. D,ft the* not deal exceeding unthantffj and'une­
qually mth God ? When he thinks not the Sun and Moon and Mtte 
creatures too good toferve thee, nor alt his mercies too great J or tnec, 
no mt the blood of his beloved Son, nor his Spirit, nor Heaven tt jeij 
if thou wilt accept them in his way , wilt thou think thy 
good for him? and thy msft diligentfervice to be too much. W 
thy All is nest to Nothing ; and thy Heft doth not P r 0 « c ™ 
Almighty, but thy felt, and the gain will be thy own. n a » * 
ihould think it too much to put of t his hat and wank tnee,wuc 
thou haft given him a thoufand pound , or tago a mile tor tnee 
when thou haft faved his life; thou wouldft fay he: wereriot a 
man, but a monfter of ingratitude. Eut thy unthankfulnels is-ten 
thoufand-fold worfc to God, who would deliver thee• froiri ever, 
lafting torments, and give thee everlafting glory and1 lave^ence 
from Satan and all thy fins, i f thou wilt but take h.s fafe remedies 
and thou churlifhly refufelt, as if all were not worth lo muco 
ado. 

Queft. 30. Boft thou know what a life it that thou accounted 
an unneceffary toil ? I t is a life of the greateft Safety, Commodity, 
Honour\and Delight} ( kfidcs the juftice and honeftyoi i t ) of any 
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if. the world and indeed thou canft not^hoofc any other but at 
thy peril, and to thy greateft/o/} and ruine, and to thy prefent 
and everlaftingfhame and farrow : I t is the fweeteft &nd moft plea-
{ant life on earth, that thou ignorantly accounted fuch a tedious 
tojl. The manifeftation of this (hall be ray work in the fecond 
Part of this Difcourfe. 

And now I dare aff irm, that when the dreadful God fhall 
Ihortly fudge thee who haft read or heard thefc words, it will be 
found indelibly written upon thy Conscience , that thou hadft 
here fuch Reafons laid before thee, to prove the Neceffity of afe-
rious, diligent, holy life, as all the wit in earth or Hell, is not able 
iblidly to confute; and that an ungodly fenfual life is moft un-
reafonable- and that, i f after this, thou continue in an unfan-
ftified flelhly ftate , thou fhali juftly perifliasonc that wilfully 
refufed falvation , as in dcfpight of God , his mercies and his 
meffengcrs, and of the plaineft undenyable Truth and Reafon: 
And that in refufing to be a S A I N T , thou madcft thy felf in 
the greateft matters no better then a B RV T £ , wilfully fub-
je&ingthy Reafon to thy fenfuality, and judging thy felf unmeee 
for everlafting Happinefs. 

"DUt here I know the felf-deceiving Hypocrite will objeft , 
That all this that lam proving fo diligently is confeft, and no­

thing to the point in queftion : Which is not, Whether One thing be 
needful, and Holinefs be of Neceffity to falvation ? Tor YVho deny 
eth this I But the queftion is, Whether it be this Puritanical precife 
way of ferving God which only deferves the name of Holinefs ? 
and whether they be not as truly godly and fanUifed that fay their 
prayers morning and night, and go to Church on Sundayes, and fol­
low their bufineffes the refl ef the weck^, without any more 
ado ? 

Anfw. Either i t is the fubftance of holy duties, or but the cir-
cumftances, which you quarrel at as Puritanical and precife. I f i t 
be only the cireumftances, (as Whether we fhould receive the 
Lords Supper ftanding, or kneeling, or fitting ? Whether we fhould 
pray publicity without Bock,, or on the Book) and Whether a Scri-
fture-form or another be better ? and Whether a continued speech, 
®rver/icles, anthems, and oft-repeated words and fentences bebet-
t e r ? What form of Church-Government is be ft ? by Tliocefane 

M z m ' 



Bifieps, or b y a l l r k p 4 > r / ? and the like) I t is not of foch 
things as theft that I am pleading with thee : Though lone ot 
them aremattersof eonfiderable moment, for the helping or 
hindring men in godlinefs 5 yet i t \s greater matters then theft 
J am now contending for. Agree with us pratlically in the }Wr 
fiance , in Faith , Repentance , Love , Obedience, Mortification , 
Heavenlinefs, Humility, Patience, and ferhus diligence and zeal 
in all, and then lam none of thofe that will condemnor cenfurs 
you ; but one that will rejeyct in y o u , as thofe that I hope to «q 
j ^ j r e with for ever. rn 1 

But i f it be the fubftantial duties of godlinefs that yon reiut 
while you own but the Name of godlinefs in the general, I mult 
tell you that it is not 2{ames and Generals that will fave you; nor 
prove that you have your felves one fpark of Grace. Nothing 
more eafie and common then for the moft ungodly to fay , they 
are all for a godly life ; and God forbid that any fhould be againfi it; 
when yet they hate and refill iz indeed, when it comes; to tne 
pratlice of thofe particular duties in which it doth coniilt. I t is 
not godlinefs that they hate and reproach, but it is fervent prayer, 
holy conference,.meditation, felf denyal, mortification of the defires 
cf thefiefh, heavenly mindednefs, &c. In general, they will lay tnac 
Gods Law mufi be obeyed, and his Will preferred before their own . 
But when it comes to the particulars , they Love him not aDOv 
all, they take his name in vain, they keep not holy his day, tney 
difobey fuperiours that would reform them, they are envious, 
malicious, covetous, luftful, and break all the Commandements in 
farticnUr, which in general they profefs to keep. As if yoxxr lef-
vantlhould promife to do your work ; and when you let him 
i t , one thing is too hard, and another he is not ufed to , and 10 
hath his exceptions againft the grcateft part which he undertook. 
As i f one fhould wound one of you in the bead, and ftab you to 
the heart, and cut off an arm or a leg, and fay , 1 wifh the i*** 
*• harm ; / ; U K o t the man that 1 hate or hurt , but only ™<heaa , 
*he heart, the arm, &c. Even f o , it is net holinefs that thefemen 
hate and fpeak againft . but it is / , much praying, and meditating, 
and reading the Scriptures, and making fuch aftir dout Rehg^n, 
when lefs ado may ferve the turn. .. r . r n n ; 

But wretched fou l , i f thou have not the wit to fee the con 
rradi&.ons of thy deceitful tongue , and the venorne ot t»y 
malignant heart, doft thou think that fuch fot t i f t i Mm fct»«* 



( « 5 ) 
will blind the eyes of heavenly Juftice, and fave thee from the 
vengeance of a Holy G o d , which he hath denounced againft 
rebellious hypocrites ? But come on • let us try whether the fe­
deral parts of godlinefs which thou queftioneit, or calleO.Puri-
tanifm or precifenefs, are not moft exprefly and peremptorily 
commanded in the Word of God. 3 

i . Is it fo much preaching and hearing Sermons that thou quar­
reler with > Hear then how Chrift and his Apofties preached, 
and hew they required men to hear. Mark i . 35, 37,38, 3 p ' 
L And in the morning rifing up a great while before day , he 'went 
tut and departed into a folitary place, and there prayed : And Simon 
find they that Were with him followed after him ; and When they had 

found him they faid unto him, All men feck for thee : Andhefaid, 
Let us go unto the next Towns, that 1 may preach there alfo ; for 
therefore came 1 forth: and he preached in their Synagogues through­
out all Galilee. ] Mark 2. 2. j^And flraight-way many were ga­
thered together, infomuch that there was no room to receive them • 
mnotfo much as about the door , and he preached the Word unto 
them. ] Mark 3. 19, 20, 21. Q And they went into an houfe, and 
the multitude cometh together again , fo that they could not fo mush 
as eat bread : and when his friends heard of it , they went out to lay 
held on him -Jor they faid,He is befide himfelf. ] Ads 5. 42. \_And 
daily in the Temple, and in every houfe, they ceafednot to tetch and 
preach Jefus Chrift.'] Acts 4. 4. [ They that were fcattered went 
everywhere preaching the Word. ] Ads 20. 20, 28, 3 1. [ / kept 
bac^ nothing that profitable to you , but have /hewed you, and 
have taught yon publicity and from houfe to houfe ' Take heed 
therefore to your fclves and to all the flock over which the Holy-
Ghofthath made you Over-feers, to feed the Church of Godwhichhe 
hathpurchafed with his own blood — Therefore Watch, and re­
member that by the sjace of three years Iceafedmt to warn every 
one night and day with tears.] Rom. 10. 14,15 [ How fhallthey 
believe m him of whom they have not heard ? and how fhall they 
hear without a Preacher t ] Phil. 1. 18. [ Every way whether in 
pretence or intrnth Chrift is preached, and I do therein reioyce ye4 
«ndwillrejoycc.] I Cor. 1.21. £ It plea fed God by the foolijhnefs 
CI preaching to fave them that believe.] Col. 1.28,29 [ Whom 
dQ

eIretch' ™ r n i n £ e v e r ) wm> a n d teaching every man, in all wif-
2 Tim W £ m V r e f e m e V e r J m a n P^fecl in Chrift fefus, tec. ] 

- * * 4. 1, 2. [ / charge tke therefore before god and the Lord 
M 3 ~ f e f w -
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Jefus Chrifi, who fhatl jxdge the quick. ^ h e dead a M W»»t 
and bis Kingdom, preach the word , be infiamjn feafon 
/ « , reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long-fuffer.ng j 

I Cor fp . 16. I Neceftty is laid upon me ; p* m > 1 

Preach not the Gofptl. J - r , f ft^oj. 
' what fay you now ? do we not fall much fhort of t h o f t M t 
weihouldimitate, rather then do to, much m preachng .'But 
what need we more then the text i t felf, where ^ M " " / - ^ r l 
is fo commended, and her filler blamed for neglecting it tnougn 
it was to make provifion for Chrift himfelf and thofe that.were 
Withhim? A & a o . 7 . Z ^ « P ' " > h e W i J ° f l h i 7 X h , m 
the DifciPlescame toother,, break.bread Paul ; « W ' thm, 
t i n X depart on themorroV, and continued bis fpeech U»t,l mi 

7.&C. iHethat hath ear let km W . ] - ^ V 
laid, Ml mother and ml brethren are thofe whi'D »' 
Word of God and do it/] I hope you fee th.s duty is pait que , 

(el ,f the m,g.My,nor flandeth in the way °f/"mrs>"JrJ' 'y"d , 
the feat of thefcornful; hut bis delight is inthe Law of <k<jra' 
andinhis Law dothhe meditate day andnight — The »«lmJ 
notfo ] Pfalm 119. 97- {.Oho* 11™ thy I>*»\« ""\ 
meditation til the day. ] 99- C Thy 
v. 148. C Mine eyes prevented tbe night watches, that 1 m& 
iitate on thy Wo r l l Job U%» ' ^ ' { f X l U 
of thy mouth is better unto me then thoufands of gold and fin J 
Mark 12. 10. I Have jemt read tbe Scriptures ! J Jonn y >* 
ISearchtbe Scriptures^ A ^ 8 . z 8 i r i . E « u « c h ^ / ^ « 
Chariot read Efaias the (P 1 1 Tim 4- « J;• L fcg l I f o t h a t 

*e reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. J l J 
this part of godlinefs is paft queftion. : , m o 

3, Is it » «;6 ani fervent Prayer that is the P " « f 5 n c f s . f H T 
much ado that you make queftion of ? Hear then what t n i n iy 
Ghoftdoth fay of that ; Phil. 4 .6 . £ /» everything by trayer 
and frfflicmin with thanksgiving, let your requefts be maAe ' 
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to God.] i Thef 5. 17, 3 8. [ /Wy without ceafmg ; /* fwry I&MQ}'' 
givethankj ' f e r this isthe will of God concerning you] Luke 18.1. 
|~ £ f fpake a parable to them to this end, that men ought al-
-wayes to pray , and not to wax faint, &c. ] Luke 11. 8,9. £ I fay 
-unto you , though he Wi// not rife and give him becaufe he Is his 
friend, yet becanfe of his importunity, he will rife and give him as 
many as he needeth s And I fay unto you , Ask^and it fhall be given 
jof'-i !£tkand ye fhall finU* knock,andit Jhall be opened unto you.] 
Luke 6. 12. \_ fie Went out into a mountain to pray , and continued 
all night in prayer to God.] Danul would not give over praying 
three times a day in his houfe, for thirty dayes fpace, at the Kings 
command, no not to fave his life from devouring Lions. David 
fa i th , Pfalm 119. 164. [Seven times a day do I praife thee.]} 
Lam. 2. 19. [ Arife : cry out in the night : in the beginning of the 
watches pour out thy heart like water before the face of the Lord: J 
Pfalm 14.4. i t is part of the wicked Atheifls defcription, that 

f They call not upon the Lord. ] jer. 10. 25, [ Pour out thy fury 
upon the heathen that know thee not, and the families that call not 
onthyname.] Pfalm 145. 18. [The Lord is nigh to allthatcall 
upon him; to all that call upon him in truth.] When Paul was 
converted, the Lord lets Ananias know it by this token, Acts 
9. 11. [ For behold he prayeth. ] Ads 1. 14. \_Thefe all continu­
ed with one accord in prayer and [application. ] Ads 2.4 2. Hie 
three thoufandConverts [continued fiedfafily in th; Apoftles do-
c~lrine,andfelhwfbip , and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. J 
Col 4. 2 [ Continue in prayer, and watch in the fame, with thankj" 
vivinq^ ; withall praying alfo for Pit, that God would open to us a 
door of utterance , to (peak^the myfterie of Chrifl.] Rom. 12. 12* 
£ Continuing inftant in prayer. ] Jam. 5. 16. ^ The effectual fer­
vent prayer of a righteous man availeth much-] 1 Tim. 4- 5-C For 
( every creature) is fanSli§ed by tloe Word of God and prayer J] 
1 Tim. 5. 5- C She that isawiddow indeed anddefolate , trufieth in 
God, andcontinuethin fupplications and prayers night and day."] 
Jude 20. [ Prayinginthe Holy Ghoft.'] iThef . 3. 10. [ Night 
and day praying exceedingly. ] Ephcf. 6,18. [Praying alwayes with 
all prayer andfupflication in the spirit, and watching thereunto with 
all perfeverance and fupplication for all Saints ; andforme,8cc] 
2 Chron. 6. 29. [_ What prayer or what fupplicationfoever fhall be 
made of any man, or of all thy people Ifrae!, when everyone fhall 
k«ow his own fort, and his own griefand Jhall fpread forth 

hiss 
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Uaven, & c j 
that more fre-

bh hands in this hotife, then hear thou from Beai 
I hope by this t ime, i f you have eyes you fee, t n a . i . ™ . . . . 

quent and fervent prayers then any of us ule ( and that witftout 
Book) were ufed by the antient fervants of the Lord ana 
were not thought too much ado, nor more ado then Godre-
quircthof us. . _ 

4. U'xtconftant, diligent teaching, inputting *»d catwht***l 
-jour families* and labouring that your fdves and they mar undue; 
ftand andpraSife the Law of God ? Hear alfo what theSp.nt 
faith of this : and then judge whether it be too much pre-
cifesefs. . , • 
PtOV. 2. I , 2, 3,4, 5- C My fen, if tbeuwilt receive my words , 
,nd hide myCommaldemen/swi,h thee, o that thouencline,hue 
ear unto wifdern, and apply thy heart to underfiandmg: yea tftto* 
cryefi after knowledge, andliftefl up thy voice for ; ' / 
tiufeehefi her as filver;and fearchefl for her * f > r ^ ™ [ " £ 
thecal thouunderfiandthefe.tr of the Lord, and find the k» w 
ledge of God.-\ Dent. 6. S , 6,7. & H ; 18, W.ioZ f£thm 
Shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy hear,, and with M ' h g * 
and Kithalltk, migit: Andthefe words ^ h ^ m ^ f ' ^ ' f „ " 
day fl,allbe in,hy heart, and thou Shalt teach them f%™>\«« 
thy children, a/dJbal,talk.of them when thou fittefi m thy boufe 
aL vben thou walkj/l by the way , and when thou lyeft dow.> and 
•wbenthourifeftup : And thou ftialt bind them for a ftgn upon thy 
hand, and they fball be as frontlets between thine eyes; and thou 
(haltwrite thtm uponthe pofts of thy houfe.andon ' V g f f ' - J y j " ' 
"18, 19. TForlknoVe Abraham that be will command ha c h , l a " - . 
and his houjhetd after him,and the] fhall let<f the way of A 
Jort,. 24.15. iButasformeandmyhenfhold, ™^lJt™t™ 
Lord.} Prov. 22. e.^Trainup H**^**™* e ^ f e 
ml X n he isoldhewill n o t . ^ f ^ ' f i f f i Z A - V f « 3 
them up i» ,he nurture and admonition of he .Lord.l Thete z™ 
many U paff.ges fhew you tha,: the nx>H.d^gent - f i ^ f 
your families , is not more ado then God requwetn , » 
weighty needful part of godlinefs.^ k r ( diftinll from 

$. Is it the meeting of divers neighbours together ^ , j 
Chnrch-n.eetin.s) t&c youqudKon i 
cal tn oppofifion to the pubhckmeetmgs , or to uu a«j » J 
ytork, »tfare againft it as well as j ^ . But i f it be but for toe 
redeeming of their time, for their fpiritual advantage , and or-
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derly, peaceably, and foberly obferved, by fome that have more 
time, or care of their fouls, then the reft of their neighbours -
fureyou will not for fliame imagine, that neighbours may law­
fully meet to make merry, and feaft, and fport, and conferrabom 
their worldly bufinefs, and yet may not meet to pray,and praife 
God, and repeat what inftru&ions they have received of their 
Teachers, and prepare for and improve the publick Ordinances ? 
Hear what the Spirit faith alfo in this. In the text here you f ind 
jttft f uch a meeting, where Chrift was teaching, and Mary and his 
Difciples hearing, and Martha cumbred with providing for the 
company, and blamed for negle&ing the advantage for her foul. 
Acts 12. 12. Peter came out of prifon to the houfe e/Mary, where 
many>were gathered together praying. ] Acts 10.24. [Cornelius 
called together his kjnfmen and near friends ] to hear Peter who 
there preached to them, converted and baptised them. I need to 
inftance in no more , becaufc this was the ordinary practice o f 
Chrifl and the Apoitles. I f you fay, Thofe were times of per/ecu- ' 
tion : Ianfwer,True ; But, 1. yet fuch times in which publick 
AlTemblies were ordinarily held, and publick preaching ufed. 
2. And as the good of mens fouls required it in times of perfe­
c t i o n , fo when the good of fouls requires i t , in times of liber­
ty, it is from the fame general reafon a duty ; but never forbidden 
by Chrift in any times of greateft profperity and peace. 

6. Is it the holy obfervation of the Lords day that is the precife-
nefs that you cannot away with ? O f all men, it befeems not them 
to quarrel at this, that own our Homilies, and with the Common-
prayer, ufe after the fourth Commandment to fay, [ Lord have, 
mercy upon m, and encline our hearts to keep this Law • J When 
they have heard, f Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day , 
thou, thy Son, thy daughter, thy man-fervant,thy maid-fervant, thy 
cattle,and the fir anger that is within thy gates. ] You fee all the 
forefaid duties muft be performed , and publick AlTemblies for 
Gods worftiip and our inftru#ion continued ; And therefore 
there muft be fome kno^n appointed timeTor thefe. And do you 
know any other-day that is fitter ? I think you will not pretend to 
that : You would not have another day inftead of this - but you 
would have no day at all for fuch holy works • but a day for eafe, 
and idienefs, andTports, and vain difcourfe , and pleafures, with 

me l i t tk formal publick worftiip intermixt to cheat your fouls. 
n o t then the Bay, but tht ferious, diligent, holy employment 

N and 
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and duty that you arc againft and that I have proved to be Gods 
wilib:iore. Doubtlefs i f you leave allmento ferve God when 
they will ' without any ftated time, his worfhip will foon be 
brought to nothing , and they that pretend to keep every day 
holy, willkeep none. Look upon the places where the Lords d.y 
is kept holy, ftfcd fee whether godlinefs flourifh not there incom­
parably above all other places. And I think none can doubt but 
that more fouls have been converted and brought home to God 
on that day , then on any day of the week, if not then all the reft' 
feefide. And there is not the peevifheft malignant foul of you, 
that can with any (hew of reafon prove that the holy obfervat 01 
of the Lords day is unlawful, if it were not neceffary : So that: 
we are at leaft on the fafeft fide of the hedge : For we can fay that 
wetake awsej(? happy opportunity for the good of our own fouls,, 
and the worfhippmgof God • and that we are fure we do that 
which is no fin ; our adverfaries themfclves do not charge us with 
doing that which is forbidden:., but that which they conceit unnr 
ceffary ; But i f we (hould do as they, and negled this day , we 
are not fure but it may be a great fin j ( nay indeed we are fure it 
would be fo. ) 

Bus what faith theHoly-Ghoft now to this queftion? To pals' 
by the fourth Commandement, at this time, the letter of it , and 
the equity and reafon of a feventh day • the advantage of reafon 
why there (hould be no lefs under the Gofpel , and fuch like I 
lhaiJ only now fay thefe two things, i . I t is plain in Script tire 
that (defailo) the Apoftles and Churches ufed to meet for holy 
Communion in Gods worfhip on the Lords day : And confe-
quently that this was appointed by the Apoftles , or immediately 
by Chrift himfelf* there being then no other that pretenaed to 
any fuch authority : and that ApoftoIicaJ allowance no man que-
ftioneth. The Apoftles then having the extraordinary gift of the 
Spirit, by which they were enabled infallibly to make known the 
will of God, and being commiftioned as well as enabled hereun­
to • as their writing of the holy Scriptures, fo rheirconftitutions 
for the ordering of the Church, being the effects of that Autho­
rity received from Chr i f t , and that Ability given them by the 
r ^ ' n a r e D i v i n e . a n d principally the acts of Chrift and the Holy 
Ghoft, whofe agents the Apoftles were. Now that the firft Chur­
ches did by their appointment, obferve the Lords day for holy 
a&ions, js apparent, .As Chrift Erft laid the ground-work by.Ri-
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ing on that day, To he began that very day to preach unto Mary 
the comfortable doctrine of his Afcenfion, in wotds that de-
ferve to be written in gold, or rather in the deepeft room of every 
true Believers heart : £ J o h n 2 0 . I f . Co to my Brethren , and fay 

.unto them, lafcend unto my Father, and your Father, and to my God 
and jour God"] • The firft Sermon that ever was preached on a 
Lords day, even on the fir ft Lords day by Chrift him/elf, even to a 
beloved penitent Woman, whom he chofe to be as it were his Apoftle 
to his JpoiVes, to deliver them this MelTage as from him. 

On the fame day the Difciples being Affer/ibled , he owned and 
blejfedzhar Affetnbly, and gave them die Holy Ghoft and Apoftoli-
call power. 
*** When Thomas beingabfent from the AfTernbly the firft Lords 
day, did mifs the fight of Chriftand was unbelieving, Chrift left 
him a Whole week, in his unbelief, and would not heal him till the 
next Lords day, which he honoured with that cure. Then the Dif-
ciples being met again , Chrift came among them, and convinced 
Thomas. 

On anther Lords day, they were all with one accord inone place£ 
and the Holy Ghoft was in the extraordinary meafure given tocm. 
And ^cls 20. 7. it is mentioned as the enflom of the Dnciples, 
to come together on the firft day of the week. bread^na 
Paul then preached to them even till midnight- And 1 Cor. l0'l->2' 
the Collisions for the Saints were made every firft day of the wee^ 
in all the Churches of Galatia, and at Corinth , becaule they haa 
then their holy Affemblies. And therefore Rev. 1. 10. it is called 
peculiarly the Lnrds day. 

2. But to clear this part all rational doubting, we find in all the 
writings of the antients, and hiftorie of the Church, that all the 
Churches through the world unanimoufly obferved the Lords 
day as inftitutedby Chrift or the Holy Ghoft in the ^P°ftles^ n ( ? n e 

ever queiiioning or contradicting i t , that ever I read of. He that 
hath read the writings of the Antients, and denyeth this, is un­
worthy to be difputed with. The pratlice of the univerfalChurch 
is a full cxpofnwn of the fore-cited Scriptures ; and though it be 
no Law to us it felr, yet is it a fatt difcovtry ot the fall ( telling 
us what was the primitive pnftice ) and fo a difcovery of the 
Law. And (ball any private ignorant man, come in alter one 
thoufand fix hundred and twenty fix years, and fay the ApofHcs 

&M all the Churches in the world have been deceived till this day. 


