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natnres principles. 1t is the Diligent feeckers of God that he will
7eward.  And yet dare a fle(hly negligent finner, reproach the ds-
llgmtfeckingof God , and take ic for a needlefs thing , and fay,
‘What needs all thes ado ? Are not thefe the Atheifts [econds, €ven
next to them that dexy that there is any God , or that biafpheme
him ? And indeed , if he be not worthy of all the Love and
fervicethat thou canft give him,he is not the true God! Confider
therefore the tendency of thy words, and tremble.

~ Quelt.6. Doth not thas wretch fet np the flefh and the world above
the Lord, that thinks not moft of his thonghts, and cares, and words,
-andtime, and Labour for the world to be too much ado, and yet thinks
le[s for God and heaves to be too much ? And doft thou think in thy
confcience that the flefh is becter worthy of thy Leve, and care,
and labour, then the Lord ? or thatearth will prove a betrer re-
wardtotheethen Heaven? Who , thinkeft thou, will have the
better bargain in the end? Thefool that /aid up riches for bim/[elf,
and was mot rich to God, and thall lofe all at once that he fo much

valyed,and fo carefully fought , { Luke 2. 20, 21.)or he that
laid up histreafnre in Heaven,and there fec his beart, and fought

for the never fading Crown ? AMatth. 6.20,21, 33. and count-
ed all 45 lofs and dung for the excellent knowledge of fef/ws C hrift,
Phil. 3.8. Do you think that there is any thing more wort
your c?arc, and time, and labour, or can you more profitably lay
it out :

Quelt. 7. Have youmot immortal fonls to [ave orlofe ® And
are not your fodies for their fervice ? and to be ufed and ruled
by them ? And fhould not your fouls then have more of
YO%T_ careand diligence, then corruptible fleth that muft turn
to dirc?

Quekt. 8. Dare any one of yon [ay that you are wifcr then the All-
krowing God ? Is not thy wifdom lefsto his , thena glow-worms
lightisto the Sun ? And hath not God moft plainly and frequent
ly in his Word commanded thee a holy life ? Yea every parc an
parcell of it, is nothing elfe but the obeying of shat Pord < For if
1tbe N0t prefiribed by the Lord, itis not Holine/s, 10T that which
1o Pleading for. And when theliving God hath rold the world
his mind and will, fhall a finful man ftand up and {3y, 7 am wifer
then my Maker 2 Iknow a better way then this? What need there
all this [Fir for Heaven ? What dolt thou lefs then thus blaf-

_pheme, and fer up thy folly above the wifdomof the Lord,
. % o ; when
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when thou condemneft or reproacheft the holinefs which he com=
mandeth ? ' ] .
Queft. 9. Dare yon fay that God is not only fo unwife, bat fo usn-
vighteons and tyranical, as o give the world snnece [, ary Laws, and
fet them npon a needlef[swork, 2 What King o tyrameal as would
require his {ubje®s on pain of death to go pick Rraws againft the
wind 2 What Aafter or Parent fo foolifbly eruel as to command
their fervanrs or children , to weary themfelves with hunting
putter-ﬂies, and following their own fhadows ? And dareft thou
1mpute fuch foolifh tyrannie to the God of heaven ¢ as if he had
made a world and fec them upon a needlefs work?and command-

ed them to tire themfelvesin vain? :
aelt. 10, Can & man be too diligent absut that work which be
was made for, and 25 daily preferved and maintained for , axd for
which ke barh all the mercies of hislife # Thou hadft never come
1nto the world but on his bufixefs, evento ferve and pleafe God,
and prepare for everlafting happinefs : And are you afraid of do-
ingrhis too diligently ? Why is it, thinke{t thou, that God fuflain~
ech thee ? Why dyedft thon not many years ago ? but only that
thou mighteft have time to feckand ferve him. Was it only that
thou mighteft eat, and drink, and fleep , and goup and down,

and fill up a room among the living? Why bealls, and fools, and

mad-men do all this, as well as thou. Why haft thou thy Reafon
and #nderflanding, bat to kuowand fervethe Lord? Isit only to
know how to fhuft a little for the commodities of the world ? Or
Is it not to know the way to life eternal # Look round about thee
on all the creatures, and onall the mercies which thou doft pof-

fefs; every deliverance, and priviledge , and accommodation ;

cverybic of bread thou cateft ;-and every hour of thy precious

time, are all given thee for this Qe thing needfat : And yer wile
thou fay that this gy, thing is xeedlefs , for whieh thou haft 4/
things? Thou mayet then fay, that God made the warld in vain s
and preferveth and governethicin vain. For all thisis bu forhis
fervice, whichthoucalleftwain, .. = . ... .. Y

Quelt, 11, Doth nor Reafontell thee,thazthe plicesnwhich thes
muft live for ever, fhonld be mare diligmtl] minded ( and prepared

d9r) then thisin which thon maf} coninne bt for a while ? Alas,

itisfo Joort atime that wemuft be here, that it makes all the mats
ters of this world ( as fach )-to be inconfiderable. things ; as

dreams ang thadows, What greatmatter is it for fo fsors dg’igie;
: 2 whether
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whether we be rich or poor , well or fick ,in credit or in corr=-
tempt | whethier we laugh or weep / When our part will be fo
quickly aced , and we maft go naked out of the world as we-
came into it. Eor [s fhort a time,a poor habitation may ferye thie
turn, as-well as the moft{plendid Palace : A painful, obfcure,
afflicted life, may do as-well as-themoft plentiful provifions, and
the greateft - eafe-and worldly honours. The purple and fine
linnen, the filks and bravery will be foon forgotten’; and the fou!
in Hell will be no more the better for them , thenthe rotten car-
kafe in the grave. The tafteof the delicions meats and drinks
will quickly be forgotten  -and fportful youth will be turned into
cold and languid age : and the moft confirmed healch into dolo-
fous ficknefs ; and mirtir and laughter into mournful groans.
-Andis. fuch a sranfitory life as-this , more worthy-of your care
and greateft diligence, then life eternal? O one would think thac
the wor/d that you muft be cver, ever in, fhould never, never be*
forgotten ! There isthe company that you muft live with for-
ever » There is the fate that you fhall never change @ Thereis the
Joy or Torment that fhall have no esd ; and while you forgerit,
youare pofting toit; and are almoft there. And can you be too-
carefnl forerernity-2 .

Quelt. 12. Confider alfo but the infinite Foges of Heaver , ant
tell mme, W hether thow doft think they are not worthy the greattft ¢t
or pains that thon canft be ar to ger them ? Doft thou think- that
Heavenisnot: worthy-of the labour , thatis beftowed forit by
the holyeft Saints on earth-> Will it not requite them to the full 2
Will any that comes thither repent that they -obtained ‘it atfo
deara rate ? If now thou couldft fpeak- with’ one:of thofe Be-
lievers; mentioned in Heb. 11.that Lived ds firangers and pilgrims
enearth, as fecking a better, cvena beavenly Cowntrey, that prefer-
zed the reproach of ‘Chrift before the treafureof the world 5“?'-
chofe affliction with the people of God , before the pleafnres of fin
for-a feafos, that were sorturedy not Aécepting eliverance; that 15ty
might recesve 4 better refurreltion § thac had tryal of ernel moek=
- ugsand feourgings, and of bendsand imprifonments and were
ﬁ”‘d’f“mﬁ/ under tempted, flainwith the [ word , wandred abotit
in ﬁte?e:&ix:;—mdgou.;@m,Jm',,g defhitsses affticted, and torment-
ed, thaugh menof whons the world was nep werthy : -Would any
one of zhefenowtell you that they did or fuffered too much for
Heayen 2 Opthacit was not worgh ten thoufand times more ?hIE

-
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*thy tongue dare-fay that Heavesn 15 not worth the c;ﬁ or trouble of
~abolylife , (O if thy life fay fo., though thy tongue dare not }

thou judgett thy felf wmmorthy of it, and fentencelt thy felf unto

damnation. L
‘Queft. 13, Axd are thetorments of Hell [o [mall and tolerable

< that thow thinkeft a holy life too dear a means for to prevent them 2.

Doft thou believe the threatnings of the Lord, that he will

“comein flaming fire to take vengeance on them thas know not God ,
~andobey not the Gofpel of onr Lord fe[us Chrift s who fball be pani-

fred With everlafting defbruction from the prefence of the Lord, and

. from the glory of bis power | 2 Thef.3.8,9. and yet canft thou

1ay, What needs all this ado , to [eape [uch endlefs mifery ! Thou

wilt take any medicine to cure bug the gows or ffone, if once thou
‘have felt them ? Thot wilt draw out a tooth to prevent the pain
of it. And is Holine[s {o hateful or grievousathing o thee, that

thou wilt venture on Hellit [clf to avoid it ? 1f fo muchof Hell
bg in thy heart already, blame none but thy felf if thou have thy
chio:ce.

Quelt. 14. Why waft thowbaptized into the Covenant of holi-
#efs, to God the Fatber, Son and Holy-Ghoft,if thou think_ it need=
lefs to perform thyCovenant ¥ A holy life 1sno more then im
Baptifm thouwaft folemnly engaged too : There didft chou re-
nounce the flefh, the world and the Devil ;, and rookeft God for
thy portionand abfolnre Lord, and gaveft up thy felf to be rpl_ed
by him , and faved by Chrift, and fanttified by the boly Spirst 5

and doft thou now fay, What necdsall this ade ? Are we allby our -

Baptifinal Viow engaged to a meedle(s thing 7 1tell thee , there s
not the holyeft man on earch, that doth any more then what he is
bound to by the Coyenant-Relations which he undertook in.
Baptifm. - A" )
Queft. 15.. Moreover , What an Hypoerite art thot to profefs
thy [elf amember of the Holy Carholick Charch, if Holine[s which
#s the life of the Church, [ecw needle[s to thee 2. Why doft thou pro-
fefs to beliewe and defirethe Commmnion of Saints , if the life of
Saints feem needle[s to thee , and thou wilz set have Communion
with them in their fan&ity ? Doft thou not plainly renounce thy
Covenans, and faith,and dury, when thou renounceft a holy life as

a thing unneceffary ? gt
&ngﬁ. 16. Doft thow think., or dareft thon [ay , that the bloody
4th, and hsly life of - Fofws Chrift were more then m_u‘lg?(t;éfd”‘t ;;
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zb falvarion ? Walefs thou be a profeffed Infidel , I know thon

dareft not fay fo: And if thy foul were worththe fufferings of the

Lordof Life, isit not worthall the coft and labour of thy duty? -

Chriff lived a life of perfeé? holine[s : be never finned : be fulfilled
altrighteoufnefs: be prayed all night ,and with greatett fervency :
preaching and doing good was his employment. Though he bated
Pharifaical fuperftition , and the teaching for doctrines the Com-
mandments of men | and ferving God according to mens traditi-
ons, yet was there never fo holy,and pure,and precife, and firid,
and heavenly a life as Jefus Chrift’s : And this was for our re-

demption, and.our example. And dareft thou {a
weedlzfs > Should we not eadeavour to imicate our pattern ? Are

they better thatare liks/F Chriff, or they that are moft unlike bim? -

And which doft thou chink is liker Chrift, the holy or the nuboly 2
Sure we that fall fo thort of the example that Chrift hath given
us, are far from being more diligent then needs , when Chrift
went not too far , nor was too {trick, thatwent fo very far be-

yond us,

Quelt, 17. Look #pon all the infbirations of the Lord: On 11(1)414 =
n

giftracy , and Miniftry, and the great Works of their office : O
prayer , and preaching, and Sacraments , and Difeipline, and ail

other Ordinances of God ; and alfo on all the frame of the boly. -
Seriptare 5 and alfo on all the sworkings and graces of the Holy-
Ghoft 5 and tell me whether thou dareft fay , that ail-orany of

thefe arein vain? and whether that Holine[s which all thefe are
appointed for, can be a vain and needlefs thing? -

Queft, 18, Dureff thos [ay that Chrift doth more thenneeds, it

bis Intercefion for s with the Father novs in Heawen? 18 15 bethat
Jendeth the [pirst to fanstifieus’s Iris he that prayeth that we may
be [anétified by the truth > Wehave no grace and holine[s but what
we have from him. And dareft thou fay he doth too much? It
is e that fends his Miniffersto call mentoa holy Jife : Lookin-
tohis Word, and {ee whether the difrine which they preach be
1ot there preferibed to them ; and the duries of holinefs there
commended. If therefore it were erroneous or -exceflive, it
B‘;’;’uld belong of Chrif, and not of. his Meffengers or Difciples »
that fpeak_and do no more for holinefs, then he bids them ; but
fall exeeeding fhor. 4 -
Quekt. 19, A2 thou Wifer in'this, and more 10 be believed 5 then

adlthe antient Pr ophets, and Apofles, and (ervants of Godin former
By g SRR AL
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agesy and then all that are wow alive on earth, thatever tryed a holy
Uife ? The Scripture will tell thee that dbrabam, Ifase, Facob,
Dywid , and all the reft of the Saints that were then moft dear to
God, were fo far fromthinking that a holy life was more then
needs, that they thoughe they could never be holy enongh , and
blamed their defe@s when they excelled fuch as now thou blamelt
astoo precife,  And if thou wile preferr the words and example
- of aworldling, or of afottifh fenfual nran , before the judge-
mentand example of thefe Saints, the company that thou choof-
eft, and the deceivers whom thou followeft, fhall be alfo thy com-
panions in ealamity , where fhall be weeping and gnathingof

teeth ; when ye fhall feethe Saints from Eaft and Welt, from

Norch and South, it down with Abrabam, Ifaac, Facob, and all
the Prophets, in the Kingdom of God, and you, and fuch asyou
thruft our : Even when thelaft in time ¢ whom you here de-
fpifed ) fhall be equal tothe firft and antient Saints, Lake13.
27,28,29, 30. Why do you hypoeritically honour the names
and memorials of the Prophets, Apoftles, and other former
Saints , and keep Holy-dayes for them , and yet reproach their
holy courfe, and preferr the judgement of a drunkard or a ma-
lignant enemy of godlinefs before theirs 2 For fo youdo when
you argueagainfta holy life.

Quelt. 20, Doff thou think that theve isnow one foul in Heaven

or Hell, that u of thy prophane opinion, and wonld (ay, that a dili--

gent holy life is more ado then weeds for mens falvation ? Certainly
thofein Heaver havemore knowledge, and experience, and love
to Ged and man, and goodnefs, then to be of fo impious a mind,

or once to entertain fuch bealtly thoughts : And thofe in Helt,

though fiill unboly, bavelearned to their coff to know the great

Neseffivy of holinefs : And would tell you, if they couldfpeak

with you, that the moft ftri& and heavenly life for -millions of
ages were not tao dear, for the elcaping of the everlafting mife-
1y. Why elle do we find one of them in Luke 16. defcribed as

o defirous, that one from the dead might be fent to his Brethren,

to warn them that they come not to that place of torment # And

whatis it that he would have had them warned of , but that they .

fhould live a holy feif-denying life,and with all their diligence lay
up a treafurein thelife to come, inftead of living fo fenfual, and

Yoluptuous, and ungodly a life as he had lived. The{cope of the

Rory tells us that this would have been his meffage,, if he miﬁ{};

-havcfenr, L3 Quef}. .
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%ﬁﬁ 21. Doft thot think in thy Lonfcience that at the howr of -

thy death, or at leaft ar Fwdgemen: , thon [palt think_thy [elf that
Holine[s was unneceffary ? Doth not thy heart tell thee that then
thou fhalt be of another mind ? and wifh with the deepeft de-
firesof thy foul, that thouhadft livedas firitly , and prepared
for everlatting lifeas ferionfly, and ferved God as diligently , 3

ever did any Saint on earch @ Butalas, thofe wifhes will be then -

too Jate. Now is thy day : and now thou takeft thy, work to be
needlels : And to fee the Neceflity when time is gone, will be
thy torment, but not thy remedy. Not onc in thisCongregatt-
on, or Town, or Countrey , notonein England , or inall the
world, but fhall be forced at laft, whether he will or no, t0 juftifie
the wifdom of the godly , and the worftof you fhall then with
ten thoufand fruitlefs groans defire that you had imitated the
holyeft perfons that you knew. Nota tongue then fhall fay, What
weeds all this ady'for heaven @ Not a man there dare call his neigh-
bour Puritane, nor take up a contemptuous jear, againft the dilts
gent fervants of the Lord. - :

‘Quelt. 22. Jsriot thas man erthe heart againfp the Lord., that
veproachet brhis fevions diligent fervants, and conntshis work a need=
lefsthing 2 Menare more willing to pleafe thofe that they love;
and more ready to do the works they love. If your fon or fer-
vant fpeak againft your fervice, but as you do againt Gods,what
would you think of their affe@ions? Doubtlefs it is no betcer then

afecret hatred to the holinefs of God, anda Serpentine enmiiJ.

to his holy wayes, that caufeth all thefe fenflefs cavils , an
I_mpxous fpeeches , againft the life that he hach commanded usto
ive. " :

Queft. 23, Jsit not moff unreafonable impiety , for that man to
[peak againft too ftrict exattobedience, and againft ferving G.ad too
much, thas bath [ervedthe world, the flefh, and the Devil in the

wigonr and flower of his dayes, and this with ‘pleafnre , and never

faid | It i toomuich 2 When thou waft drioking and fporting,
{hou Wa& not ﬂW{d?‘] H When it.cemcs to a-mateer Of rlchcs‘, 0[‘
honour, or eafe, or pleafiire , to-gratifie thy worldlinefs, pride,
lazmc'fs and voluptuoufnefs, then thou never faift, It 25 too mneh!
And is all ro0 Jittle for fin and the Devil , and all zoo much
gor.tl{x)(y foul and God? Ler Confcience tell thee whether this
e juft. . i
- Quelt. 24¢ Isit not afoolif wickednefs 5 for that man 10 cry owt

againft
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againft meking hufte to heaven, and gosng fo faft in the wayes of God
that bath loyrered already titl the evemng of his dayes, andloft [o
much rime as then baft dene ? 1f thou hadft begun as foon as thou
hadit the ufe of reafon, and remembred thy Creator inthe dayes
of thy youth,and never loft an hour of thy time fince then tiil
now, thou hadft done no more then what thy God, thy foul, and

all right reafon required of thee ! For furely he that madethee,
hathrin wifdom proportioned thy:time to thy work , and hath
not given thee an hour too much. A longlifeis fhort enough
to prepare for everlafting. « And f{hall a loytering Rebell chat
hath wafted fo- muchof his little time, cry out, Whar needs fo-
muchado? : :
U Quelt. 252 Zir notthe gracelefs miferable fort of men, that
cry ont, What needs all thisado? Certainly itis-: For Scripture,
and Reafon, and Extperience tell us, that all that are godly,are of
another mind : The more grace they have, the more they would
have : The more they love God, the more they would love him,
The more good they do, the more they would do. Do you not
fee how they labour after more grace ? ‘and hear how: they com-
plain thiat they are no betrer 2 O"howit would glad them to be
more Holy and more Heavenly /Ttis thereforethe frangersand
defpifers of grace, that never knew by experience, the nature,and
‘power, and fweetnefs of it , that fay , I & more ado then needs.
And is iv not a moft ##reafonable thing for a man that hach #e fa-
ving grace and holsnefs at all, to-ery outagainft excefs of holinefs ©
And for a manthat is in the caprivity of the Devil, and ready

fuddenly to drop into Hel/, if death do but ftrike the fatal blow, -

-before he be regenerate; to talk-againftdoing too much for heaven?
And for a man that never did God one hours pleafing fervice ,
(‘Heb. 11, 6. ) toprate againft ferving God too muech? O poor .
wretch ! werethy eyesbut opened, thou wouldft fec that of any
man in the Town or Countrey, this languageill befeemeth thee,
When God hath been fo long offended ; and thy foul is almoft
loft already, end deathand hell is hard ac hand; and may fwal.
low thee up in endlefs defperation for cught thon knoweft, before -
thou haft read thisBooktotheend , or %cfore thou fee’ another

year, or monetly; or day, is it time for fuch a one as theetofay , .

_Wimz?md:_/o much ado ® Onie would ‘think: if there be any Jife
n thee, chou thouldft ftir as for thy life and if thou havea voice
'ng"CWs thou fhouldt cry out to God ;\bogh»daygs’aqdmﬁ&gt}ts
; ¥ : ; L. lma

!

ey




~zn

e

(80)

in the fervour of thy foul, even now while mercy may be had,
Ieft time fhould over-flip thee , and thoube fhut vp in the place
of torment : If Hell-fire will pot make thee ftir , What will 2
Should a weak Chriftian that is caft behind hand by his negli-
gence, but once fpeak againft a diligent life, he were exceedingly
too blame. But for thee that art yet in the gall of bitternefs, and
the mifery of an unregenerate {late, to fpeak againft holy dili-
gence for falvation, when thouart in fuch greatand deep diftrefs,
and |ikea man thatis drowning , ora houfeon fire, that muoit
prefestly have help or perifh ; this isa madoels that hath no name
fufficiert to exprefsit by ; which its a wonder thata rational foul
fhould be guilty of. .

uelt, 26. Artthonnot dfraid of [ome [ndden vengeance froms
the Lord, for thus making thy [elf hs open encmy, and contradicbing
him to bis face ? Mark hus language, and then mark rhine. Chrilt
faith, [ Enterinat the firait gate : For wide is the gate,andbroad
# the way that leadeth to deftrultion, and many there be which goin

thereat : becanfe [Frait i the gate , and narrow ia the Wiy , which
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. ] March. 7.13,14.
: for many, I [ay unto you, will

[ Striveto enter in at the firait gate
7 Luke 13.24. { Seerhenthat

feek toenter in, and fball not be able.
e walk circum(peitly ( or exadly ) not s fools, but as wife, re=

deeming the rime. ) Ephel, §. 15, 16. [ For I fay unto you , thas
except your righteon[nefs exceed the righteonfne[s of the Scribes and
Pharifes , ye fballin no cafe enter into the Kingdom of heaven.

Matth. 5. 20. [ Wherefore brethren, give all diligence to make your
Calling and Election [ure. 2Det, 1.10. [ work ons your {alva-
tion with fear and trembling. ] Phil. 2. 12, [ Seeing ther allthefe
things fball be diffolved, What manser of per[ons onght y¢ 1o be in all
holy conver[ation and godline(s Jooking for and hafting to the coming
of the day of God. ]2 Pet.3. 11,12, | Andif therighteoss [carce=
Lybe faved, where Joall the nngodly and the finner appear.] 1 PCL.
4.18. [ Lay not np for your [edves atreafure on carth, &¢. but lay
#p for youn [elwes atreafnre in heaven, &<, For where your trea[nre
s, there will your bearts be alfo. | Matth.6. 19 ,20,21. [ Seck
firf the Kingdom of God , and his rigbteou/m,(f] Match. 6. 33.
| Labonr #ot for the meat that persfbeth, but for that Which endwreth
z0 z'verlaﬁmg life. ] John 6.27. [ The Kingdom of heaven [#f-
fererh vislence, and the violent take it by force. ] Matth. 11.12,

L Kanow ye nor thes they Whishrunin avace; vwn all, but one reca_il: :
veth.
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weththe prize ? So runthat Je may obtain: And é@é;} manthat
Srrivetls for the maftery,is temperate in allthings: Now they do it
tocbtainacorruptible Crown 3 but we an incorruptible. X theye-
Jore forun, not as uncerrainly : [o fight I, not as one that beates)y
#he air: bat 1 keep under my body , and bringitinto [ubjestion
Aeft that by any means when 1have preached to others, ] my [elf
Soomldte a caff-away. ] 1Cor. 9. 24,15, 26, 27. [ Wherefore do
e Spend your money for that which is nor bread , and your Labour
Jor that which Jatisfiethnot 3 Hearken diligently unto me, ear ye
Ihf?t which is good , and let your foul delight it [elf infatne(s | en-
cline your ear, and come unto me s bear and yonr fonl fball live , and
Iwill make an everlafting Covenant with you. ] la.55. 1,2, 3.
L Be fervent in [pirit, ferving the Lord. 1 Rom. 12, 11. [ For the
Lrace of God that bringeth falvation,hath appeared to all men 5
teaching ws that denying xnfodlimf: and worldly Infts , we fhould
live foberly, righteon(ly, andgedly inthis prefent world : Looking

Jorthat bleffed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and

- ‘onr Saviour Fefus Chrift 5 who gave bimf[elf for us, that he might
wedeem s from all inignity, and [anttific to himfelf a pecnliar peo-
ple, zealomsof goodworks.] Tit. 2, 11,12, 13, 14. [ Caurfed e
be that doth the work of the Lord deceitfully. | Jer. 48. 10.[ whar-
Soever thy hand findeth to do, de it with thy might s For there is no
worR,, nor device, mor knooledge, nor wifdom in the grave whether
thongoeft. ] Ecclef, 9. 10.

Thele and fuch like are the fapings of God, by which thoun
mayit eafily underftand b4 mind concerning the neceffity of a
ferious, diligent, holy life. And fhall a blind and wretched worm
.comeafter, and dare to contradi® him, and unfayall this ,-and
day, Whar needs (o much ado ? What ! dareft thou thus openly
refift God to his face > Whatart thow? and whar is thy word :
that we fhould regard it before the Word of God ?

- Quelt. 27. Dot thon not know that by thy [peaking againft adili-
gent holy life, thon gratifyeft the Devil , and openly ferveft bim ;
and [aif} the very things that he wonld have thee fay? What can
more pleafe him, and advance his Kingdom, and fuit his malicious
ends, then to ftop and cool men in the fervice of the Lord ,and
make them believe that hbolinefs is but a needlefs thing 2 If
- the Deyil might have leave to walk vifibly among men, and
{Peak to them in their language, he would fpeak to them . rhow

“ft, and fa}’-_thefum»tbing: which he puts into thy mouth ; and
e M NGR4T ok would




\

(82) |
would do all that he could to keep men from a Loly life. And
dareft thou thus openly play bis part 2

Quelt. 28. Canftthon think ( When etcrnal life is at the ke )
that o man fo weak_in the midft of [0 many bindrances and enemies,
Bath canfe to connt his diligence unneceffary # When Satan likea
roaring Lyon, is feeking day and night to devour thee ( I Pet.
5. 8.) when his malice, fubtilty, and diligence is fo grear, and
fo unwearied ; when his inftruments are fo many, fo {ubtile, and
fo powerful ; when the world aboundeth round about thee with

fuch dangerous enticing fnares and baits ; when thy trayterous

4-(h fo near thee is thy moft perilous enemy, unceffantly drawing
:hee from God unto the ereatare; and when thon art fo impotent
co refift all thefe affaults ; arc thouthenina condition fie tocry
out againit the greateft diligence for thy foul * Should a mango-
ing up the fleepelt hill, when it is for his life,, be afraid of going
£00 faft ¢ When thon haft doneall thou canft, it is well for thee
that ever thou waft bornif it fuffice. If weaknefles and enemies
caufe fuch a difficulcy that the righteous themfelves are fearcely
faved ( thatis, with muchado ) isic then time for thee to ask
What needs [omnchado ?

Quelt. 29. Doff thon not deal excecding unthank{ally and wne-
gually with God ? When he thinks not the Sun and Moer and all the
creatures 100 good 10 [erve thee, nor all his mercies tvo great for thee ;
50wt the blood of his belowed Son, nor his Spirie, nor Heaven it [elf
if thow wilr accept themin his way 5 wils thon thixk_ thy beff. 800
goodfor him 2 and thy mo b diligent [ervice tobe too mmeh ? When
thy A/l is nestto Nothing ; and thy Beft doth not profic the
Almighty, bu}t thy felf,and the gain will bethy own. If a man
should think it too much to put off his hatand thank thee, when
thou haft given him athoufand pound ; or togo a mile for thee,
when thou haft faved his life; thou wouldt fay he were not 2
man, but a monfter of ingratitnde. But thy unthankfulnefs isten
thoufand-fold worle to God, who would deliver thee from ever-
lafting torments, and give thee everlafting glory, and fave thee
from Satan and all thy fins, if thou wilc but take his fafe remedies;
:33 thou churlithly refufelt , as if all were 6ot worth fo much

Quett. 30. D'o]f thon know what a life it # that thon accountef
‘}; unneceffary toil 2 Itis alife of the greateft S.qfetj,Comma'diq,
Honour ,and Delight, ( befides the jaffice and honefiy of it ) ofany

: in:
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ir the world ; and indeed thou canft notchoofe any other butat
thy peril, and to thy greateft /ofsand ruine , and to thy prefent
and everlafting Bameand forrow : Itis the fweeteft and moft plea-
fant life onearth, that thou ignorantly accountelt fuch a redions
teyl. The manifeftation of this fhall be my work in the fecond
Part of this Difcourfe. - %

And now I dare affirm, that when the dreadful Ged fhall
fhortly judge thee who haft read orheard thefe words, it will be
found indelibly written upon thy Confcience , that thou hadft
here {uch Reafons laid before thee, to prove the Neceffiry of afe-
rions, dsligent, holy life , as all thewit in earch or Hell, is not able
folidly to confute’; and that an ungodly fenfual life is moftun-
reafonable ; and that , if after this, thou continue inanunfas-
&ified flethly fare , thou fhall juftly perifh as one that wilfully
refufed falvation | as in defpight of God, his mercies and his
meffengers, and of the plaineft undenyable Truth and Reafon :
And thatinrefufing tobea S 4 I N 7 , thou madeft thy felf in
the greateft matters no better then a B RV T E , wilfully fub-
je&ingthy Reafon to thy fenfuality, and judging thy felf unmeet
for everlafting Happines.

Buc here I know the felf-deceiving Hypocrite will obje& ,
That all this that 1am proving fo diligently is_confeft, andno-
thing o the peint in queffion : Which is not, Whether One thing be
needful, and Holinefs be of Neceffity to [alvation.? For Who deny-
eth this 2. But the queftion is, Whather it be this Puritanical: precife
way of ferving God which only deferves the name of Holine[s ?
and wherher they be wot as truly godly and [anlified that [ay their
prayers morning and night, and go to Church on Sdndayes, and fol-
laa’w >tlm’r bufineffes the rveft of the weck,, without any more

ado ? . L
Arfw. Eitherit isthe fulfance of holy duties, or but the cir-
cumftances, which you quarrel ac as Puritanical and precife. If it
beonly the cirenmftances , (as Whether we thould regeive the
Lords Supper [Fandsng, or kneeling , or fitzing 2 Whether we thould
pray publicrly withont Book , or on the Book 2 and Whether a Seri-
ptaure-form ot another be better 2 and Whether a continued Speech,
OF wer ficles, anthems, andoft-repeated words and [entences be bet-
ter 2 What form of Charch-Government is beft 2 by Dine,(ﬂ;.c
’ M > i=
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Biftops, or byalishe Paftors ? and the like) It is not of fach’
things as thefe that I am pleading with thee : Though fome of
them are matrersof confiderable moment, for the helping or

hindring men in godlinefs; yet it is greater masters then thefe,that
T am now contending for. Agree with us pratfically inthe fub-

fance , in Faith , Repentance , Love , Obedience, Mortification 5.

Heavenline[s, Humility, Patience, and ferions diligence and zeal

inall,and then 7 am nome of thofe that will condemn OF eenfure
hofethat 1 hopeto rez

you ; butonethat will 7ejsyeeinyou, ast
joyee with for ever.

Butif itbe the fwbffantial duties of godlinefs that yon refift,.
while you own but the Name of godline(s in the general , 1 muft
zell you that it is not N ames and Generals that will fave you ; nor

prove that you have your felves one fpark of Grace. Nothing
more eafie and common then for the moft ungodlyto fay , they
arc all for a godly life ; and God forbid that any foonld be againft it
when et they hare and reject it indeed , when it comes €0 the

prattice of thofe particular dutiesin which ic doth confift, It is

not godlinefs that they hate and reproach, but it is fervent prayer,
holy conference, meditation; [elf-denyal, mortificarion of the defires”

of the flefh, beavenly mindedne[s, &c. 1n general, they will fay that
Gods Law muft be obeyed, and his Will preferred before their own ¢
But when it comes t6 the particulars , they Love him
all, they take his name in vain, they keep not holy his day, they
difobey fuperiours that would reform them, they are envious,
mahf:mus ,covetous, luftful, and break all the Commandementsif
particular, which in general they profefs to keep. Asif your fer-
vant fhould promife to do your work ; and when you fet him to
it, one thing is too hard, and another he is not ufed to, and fo he
bath his exceptions againft the greate
Asif one fhould wound one of you in the head, and ftab youto
the hearr, and cut off anarmor aleg, and fay, I wifb the mar
:Z ”l;” m 5 It is not the man that 1 haveor burt , bus only the head 5
‘ b;h, e:;g';l” arm, &c. Evenfo , itis net holine[s efe
anfyind peak againft ; butit is fo much prayings and Wdﬂ{ltf”g,
. eading the Scriptures,and mﬂ](;ng fwb 4 /h'r abont .Rcl;gzm P
whenlefs ado may (erve the tars.

But wretched foul, if thou have not the Wit t0
rradictions of thy deceitfial tongue , and the venome: of chy
malignant heart, doft thou think that fachfoutifh fhifts as th;fﬁ

not above

t part which he undertook:
that thefe men-
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will blind cthe eyes of heavenly Juftice ; and fave thee from the
vengeance ¢ ; ‘
rebellious hypocrites » But come on ; let ustry whether the [fe-
wveral parts of godlinefs whichthou queftioneit , or callell puris
tanifm or precifenefs , are not moft exprefly and peremptorily
commanded in the Word of God. n

1. 181t fo much preaching and hearing Sermons that thou quar~
relleft with 2 Hear thenhow Chrift and his Apofiles preached ,-
and how they required mento bear. Mark 1. 35, 37,38, 30.
L 4ndinthe morning rifing up a great while before day | be went
out and deparredinto a folitary place, and there prayed: And Simon
and they that Were with bim followed after him 5 and When they bad
fornd bim they [aid unto bim, Alimen feck_for thee: And he (aid,
Let us go unto the next Towns, that 1 may preach there alfo ; for
therefore came 1 forth: and be preached in their Synagogues thronugh-

ontall Galilee. | Mark 2. 2. [ And firaight-way many were ga= .

thered together, infomuch that there was no room to receive them 3
wo not [0 much as about the dosr , and he preached the Word mnto
them. ] Mark 3. 19, 20, 21, [ Andthey went into an honfe, and
the maltitnde cometh together again , fo that they conld not [o much
aseatbread : and when bis friends beard of it | they went ont to lnay
bold on bim ; for they faid;H: isbefide bimfelf. ] B&s 5. 42. [ And:
daily in the Temple, and in cvery boufe, they ceafed not to tesch and
Preach Jefus Chriff. ] A&s 4. 4. [ They that were [cattered wens
cverywhere preaching the word. | A&s 20.20,28,31, [ I kept

back wothing that Wasprofirable to you , but have frewed you, and

bave taught yor publickly and from boufe to honfe—= Take beed
therefore to yonr (clves andto all the flock over which the Holy-
Ghoff bath made yon Over-feers, to feed the Chureh of Godwhichbe

batly prrehafed with bis own blyod ~——— T, herefors Wasch, and re=

mem&_er that by the Space of three years Iceafed nst to warn every
one night and day with tears, ] Rom. 10. 14, 15.[ How fball they

believe in him of whom they have not beard - and how Joallthey -

bear withont 4 Preacher 27 Phil. 1, 18, [ Every way whether in.
pretenceorintruth Chrift is preached, and 1 do therein rejoyee , yon

andwill rejoyce. J 1 Cor. 1.21. [ It pleafed Godby the Foo onefs
of preaching to fave them that bilicve. ] Col. 1. _38, zgj.r[ ;/ngz -
'Z’ Preach, warning cvery man, and teaching every man, in all wif=

e that we may prefent every man perfest in Chri b Fefus, &c. T

2Tim, 41,2, 17 charge thee therefore before God and the Lord

s

of a Holy God , which he hath denounced againft

B
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efas Chrift, who foall jadge the quick_and the dead-at bis Appearing
and bis Kingdom, preachthe word ; be inftant in [eafon, onr of fear
[on, reprove, rebuke,exhort, with all long-[#ffering and dottrine. ]
1 Cor. 9. 16. [ Neceffity is laid upon me 5 yea woe uwto me if 1
preach not the Gofpel. ] :

What fay you now ¢ do we not £allmuch fhort of thofe that
we fhould'imitate | rather thea do zoo much in preaching ? But
yvhat need we more then the text it felf, where for hearing , Mar)
is fo commended, and her fifter blamed for negleing it, though
it was to make provifion for Chrift himfelf and thofe that were
with him ? A&s 20.7. T And upenthe firft day of the week Wher
the Difciples came together 1o break bread , Paul preacked o them,
being to depars onthe morrow, and continued bis [peech wnril mid-
might. ] Jam. 1. 19. [ Let everyone be [wift to bear. ] Rex. 2.
7. &c. [ Hethat hathear , les him bear.) Luke 8. 21. [ 7o/#s
Jaid , My mother and my brethren are thofe - which hear the,
E{ord of God: and dosr.] 1 hope you fee this duty 15 paft que~,

ion.

+2. Is it the reading of the Scripture that is the Pauritanifm OF

he frequent meditating On

fuch high and holy things ? Hear what the Spirit faith of this =
Plalm 1.1,2.[ Bleffed is the man that walketh notin the conn-
fel of thenugedly, nor fandeth in the way of [finners,nor ﬁttltb 1%
2he feat of the [cornfrl 5 bus bis delight is in the Law of the Loré s
andin bis Law dothbe meditate day andnight— The ungodly 4rt
not fo 7] pfalm 119. 97. [ O how I love thy Law is #7)
meditation all the day.] 99. [ Thy reftsimonies are #) meditation.

v. 148. [ Mine cyes prevented the night watehes, that I might #e.

- ditate onthy Word. ]. Job-23.12. [ Jhave effeemed 1he wordsof

bis mouth mare then my neceffary food. ] Plalm 119.72. [ 7he La#
of thy mouth is bester unto me then thoufands of gold and filver:
Mark 12. 10. [ Have ye not read the Scriptures ?7] John 539
[ Searchthe Scriptares. ] A&s 8. 28. | The Eauuch fizting in bis
Chariot read Elaias the Tropbgf,] 1 Tim. 4. 13- [ Give artend-
:h”f" to reading, to cxbortation, to doftrine. J1hOpe YOU fee alfo thac

is part of godlinefs is paft queftion. %

3. Isit much and fervent prayer thatis the precifenefs or t00
much ado that you make queftion of ? Hear then what the Holy
Ghoft doth fay of that: phil. 4.6. [ Inevery thing by Prayer

and [npplicarion with thanksgiving, let yowr requefts be made know?
. £ . to
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'70 G“i'][ Thef_i- I 7, 18, [ Pra] witheut Ct;!fmg"; In every tbiﬂg’/
yivethanks : for this is the will of God concerming you .’} Luke 1 8.1,
[ 4nd be [pake a parable to them to this end | that men enght al=

wayes topraj 5 and not o wax: faint, &c,| Luke11. 8,9.[ Zfay F
wnto yo o thongh ke Will not rife and give him becanfe he i b -3
friend, yet beeanfe of hisimportunity, he will rifc and give him as -

many as be needeth © Awd I[ay notoyon 5 Ask.and it fball be given
yany [eck and ye [ball find® knock andit fball be opened untoyos. i
Luke 6. 12. | He Went ot into a mountain to pray 5 and contined
-all might in prayer to Gods] Danicl would notgive over praying
three times aday in his benfe, for thirty dayes fpace, at the Kings
command, no not tofave his life from devouring: Lions. David
faith , Plalm 119. 164. [ Scver times a day do I praifethee: ¥
Lam. 2. 10.-[ Arife : cryontinthenight : in the beginning of the
watches ponr ont thy heart lske warer before the face of the Lord:]
Pfalm 14. 4. itispart of the wicked drbeifts defcription, that

[ They call not npon the Lord. ] jer.10.25. [ Pour ont thy fury
aapon the keatben thar knowithee 7ot, and the families that call not

onthy name. ] Plalw 145 18. [ The Lord s nigh to all shat call

apon bim 5 to all that call wpow him in trath. ) When Panl was

converted , the Lordlets Ananias know it by this token , A&s ;

9. 11. [ For behold be prayeth. ] A&s 1. 14. [ Thefeall continte

edwithoneaccordin prayer and {upplication. ] AQs 2.42 The ,‘

hree thoufand Convetts [ continned fredfapply in the ApofHes di- }

Elrine, andfellowfbip , and in breaking of bread, and inprayevs. 1

Col 4. 2 [ Continue in prayer, and watch in the fame, with thanks~

giving 3 withall praying alfo for us, that God would open to s 4

deor of ntterance. to (beak_the myfterie of Chrift.] Row.12.124

L Centinsing inftant inprayer. ). Jam. 5. 16, { The effeitnal fer-

vent prayer of arighteons man availeth much. ) 1 Tim. 4. 5. [ For

( every creature ) is [anchified by the Word of God and prayer,’] /

1 Tim. 5.5. [ She that is a widdow. indeed and defolare , sraficthyin

God, andcontinneibin [upplications and prayers night and day. ]

Jude 20. [ Prayinginthe Holy Ghoff.”) 3 Thel. 3. 10. { Nighs

and day praying exceedingly. ] Bphef. 6.18.[ Praying alwayes with

all prayer and [wpplicationinthe Spirit, and warching therennto with

all perfeverance and (npplication for all Saints ; and for me, &ec.’} {

2 Chron. 6.29. [ What prayer or what [upplication focver foall be :

made of any man, or of all thy people rael, when everyone foall

Raow. kis o fore , and bis own grief ,_and Joall fpread forrl
: i i85
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; bis hands in this boufe , then bear thow from Heaven,, &c.]
4 - Thope by this time , if you haveeyes you fee, that more fre-
quent and fervent prayers then any of us ufe ( and thatwichout
Book ) were ufed by the antient fervants of the Lord, and
were not thought too much ado, nor more ado then God re-
quireth of us. :
4. Isitconffant, diligent teaching, infbrasting , and catechizing
Jour families; and labouring that yonr [elves andthey may ander-
fand and practife the Law of God ? Hear alfo what the Spirit
faith of this : and then judge whether it be too wmch pre-
cifenefs,
Prov, 2. 1,2, 3,4, 5 U Ay fon, if thonwilt. receive words ,
E and hide my Cor;mazde‘r:mm.{fwithf;hee-, fo that tboﬂfﬂ{ﬁﬂltb}'}w
ear unto wifdom, and apply thy beart to anderpanding : yea if thon
cryeft after knowledge, and lifteft up thy voice for ander[Fanding  if
thon [eekeft her s filver,and Jearcheft for her as for hiddentreafnres,
thes fhals thon wnierffand the fear of the Lord , and find the know-
ledge of God.”) Deut.6.5,6,7. & 11. 18, 19, 20. [ And thos
balt love the Lovd thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy fosby
and With all thy might = And thefe words which I command thee this
day fball be in thy beart , and thon [halt teach them diligently unto
thy children, and foalt talk of them when thou fisseft inthy honfe,

# \ " and When thonwalkeft by the way 5 and when thow Lyeft down, and

when thowrifeft up : And thon fhalt bind them for a fign #pon thy
band | and they fball be as fromticts between thine eyes ; and thon
foalt write them upon the pofts of thy honfe, andon thy gares.] (jen.

18, 19. [ For Iknow Abraham that be will command bis childrer

: and his boufbold afser bim, andrhey [oall keep the way of the Lord. |
Joth. 24. 15. [ But as for meand my bowfbeld, we will fervethe
Lord. ) Prov. 22. 6. [ Trainup achildin the way he Shonld g0 s
and when he isold be will wot depart from it. ) Epb.6. 4.[ Brizg
them up in the nurture and admonstion of the Lord. ] Thefe an
many fuch paffages fhew you that the moft diligent infbrnéting of
yoar familics , is not mare ads then God requireth , but.a moft
weighty needful part of ‘godlinefs. 1 - sataad ;
5. Isirthe mefu‘ng of fiim‘r: neighbonrs rogerher (dift '”.&' from
Chnreh-meetings ) that you queftion ? Why, if it be Schifmats-
cal in oppofition to the publick meetings , OF 1o do any unlawfni
‘work; we are againft it as wellas yos Buc if it be buc for the
:?fi”‘!"f””"’f# their -time ,-for their Apiricual advantage , ang oir,—
o e ' erly
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derly, peaceably, and foberly obferved, by fome that haye more
time, or care of their fogls , then the reft of their neighboyrs s
fure you will not for fhame imagine , that neighbours may law-
fully meet to make merry, and feaft, and fport, and conferrabons
their worldly bufinefs, and yer may not meet to pray,and praife
God, and repeat what inftrucions they have reecived of their
Teachers,and prepare for and imiprove the publick Ordinances 2
Hear what the Spiric faith alfo in chis. In the zzxs here you find
jhﬂ fucha meeting, where Chrift was teaching, and Mary and his
Difciples hearing, and A£4rtha cumbred with providing for the
company, and blamed for negle&ing the advantage for her foul,
AQs 12, 12. Peter came out of prilon #o the honfe of Mary, where
many were garhered togesher praying. | A&s 10, 24. [ Cornelius.
called together his Rinfmen and near friends ] to hear Perer ;, who

there preachedto them, converted and bapiizedthem. I need to
-inftance in no more , becaufe this was the ordinary pratice of
Chrift and the Apoftles. If you fay, Thofe were times of perfeca-’
rion ¢ Tanfwer, True : But, 1. yet fuch times in which publick "
Affemblies were ordinarily held, and publick preaching ufed.
2. And as the good of mens fouls required it in.timeés of perfe-
cution, fo when the good of fouls requires it, in timesof liber--
ty, it is from the fame general reafon a duty ; but mever forbidden.
by Chrift in any times of greateft profperity and peace. {44
6. Isit the holy obfervation of the Lords day thatis the precife=
#efsthat you cannot away with? Of al men, it befeems not 1 hem
toquarrel at this, that own our Homilies, and with the Common-
prayer, ufe after the fourth Commandment to fay, [ Lord have,
mercy upon ws, and encline onr hearts to keep this Law ; ] When
they have heard, [ Remember that thonkeep boly the Sabbath day ,
thon,thy Son, thy danghter , thy man-[ervant,thy maid-fervant , thy
cattle, and the fFranger that is within thy gates. ] You fee all the
forefaid duties muft be performed , and publick Affemblies for
Gods worfhip and our inftru@ion continued : And therefore
there muft be fome known appoinzed time for thele, And do you
know amy other day that is fitcer ? Tthink you will hot pretend (o
that : You'would nor have another day -inftead of this ; but you
Would have 70 day at all for fuch holyworks ; but aday for eafe,
and'idlenefs, and fports, and vain difcourfe , and pleafures, with
IO@\ezli;de formal publick worfhi P intermixt to cheat your fouls.
L 15 not then e Day, butthe' ferions, diligent , holy employ meﬁ:l
bt N e
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and dntythat you areagainft ; and that I have proved to be Gods'
will batore. Doubtlefs if you leave allmento ferve Godwhen:
they will, without any flated time, his worfhip will foon be
brought to nothing , and they that pretend to keep every day
holy, will keep none. Lookupon the places where the Lordsdey
is kept holy, ard fee whether godline/s flourifh not rhere incom-
parably above all other places.. AndI thinknone ean doubt but
that more fouls have been converted and brought hometo God,
on that dey , then on any day of the week, if notthen allthereft
befide. And there is not the peevifheft malignant foul of you,
that can with any thew of reafon prove thatthe holy obfervat o1
of the Lords day is swlawfal, if it Were st neceffary s So.that:
we are atleaft on the fafe/? fide of the hedge : Forwe can fay that
we take amoff happy opportunity’ for the good of our own fouls, .
and the worfhipping of God ; and thatwe are fure we do that
whichis # fin ; our adverfaries themfclves do not charge us with
doing that which is forbidden , but that which they conceit. #ne®
eeffary : Burt if we fhould doasthey, and neglect this day , We
are not fure but it may be a great fin ; ( pay indeed we are fureit
wounld be fo. ) : : '

Bue what faith the Holy-Ghoft now to this queftion? To pals:
by the fourth Commandement, at this time, the letter of it, and
the equity and reafonof afeventh day ; theadvantage of ‘reafon
why there fhould be no lefs under the Gofpel, and fuch like s I
fhall only now fay thefe two things. 1. 1Itis plain in Scripisre:
that (de fasto) the Apofiles and Charches ufed to meec for holy
Communion in Gods worfhip on. the Lords day - And qonﬂ:r
quently that this was appointed by the Apoftles:, or immediately.
by Chrilt himfelf, there being then no other that pretenged 0
any fuch authority : andthat Apoftolical allowance no man que
ftioneth. The Apoflles then having the extraordinary gift of the
Spirit, by which they were enabled infallibly to make known the
will of God, and being commiffioned as well as enabled hereun
t0 ; astheir writing of the holy Seriptures, {o their conflitutions
forthe ordering ot the Church, beingthe effe@s of that duthe--
rity veceived from Chrift, and that Akility given them by the:
Spirit, are Divine, and principally the acts of Chrift and the Holy
GhOﬁ,_Whofe agents the Apoftles were. Now that the firft Chur--
ches did by their appointment , obferve the Lords day for holy~
actions, js apparent, . As Chrift fict laid the ground-work bygifé
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ing on that day, fo he began thac very day to preach unto Mary
the ‘comfortable doctrine of ‘his Afcenfion, in wotds that de-
Terve to be written in gold, or vather in the deepeft room of ewery
‘true Believers heart : é]ohn 20. 17. Gotomy Brethren | end [ay
o them, 1 afcend nwto my Father, and your Father,and tomy God
‘andyour God ) 3 The firft Sermon thavever was preached on a
Lords day, even on the fir [} Lords day by Chrift himfelf  evento a
belvved penitent woman, whom he chofe to be as it were his Apoftle
to bis Apoftles, to deliver them this Meflage as from bim.

Onthe fame day the Difciplesbeing Afembled , he ownedand
bleffedtheir Affembly, and gave them thie Hely Ghoff and Apoftuli-
call power. % :

=~ When T hemas beingabfent from the Affembly che firft Lords
day, did mifs the fightof Chrilt and was snbelieving, Chrift [efc
bima whole week_in bis unbelicf , and would not beal him 151/ the
next Lords day, which he bononred withithat care. Then the Dif-
€iples being meragain , Chrift came amng them, and convinced
T homas. : .
‘Onancther Lords day, they were all with one accord inoneplace,
andthe Holy Ghoft was in the cxtraordinary meu[wre giver thoem.
And 4éls 20. 7. it is mentioned as the cultom of the Difciples,
to come together on the firft day of the weck to break bread ;and
Panl thed preachedto them even till midnight. And 1 Cor. 16.1,2.
the Collcetidns for the Saints were made every firt day of the week,
in all the Churches of Galatin, and at Corinth , becaufe they had
then their holy Affemblies. And therefore Rew. I. 10. 111 called
peculiarly rhe Lsrds day. : e ; : :

5. But to clearthis paft all rational doubting, we find in all the
writingsof the antients, and bifforie of the Church, that all the
Churches throngh 'the world vnanimoufly obferved the Lords
dayas infFitared by Chriftor the Holy Ghoft in the Apoftles 5 none
ever queflioning or contraditing it, thatever Iread of, Hethat
hath read the writings of the Antiests, and denyeth this, is un-
worthy to be difputed with. The practice of the umverfal Church
isa full exipofition of the fore-cized Scriptures and though it be
#no Law to us it felf, yetisirafull difeovery of the fait ( telling
us what was the primitive practice ) and fo a difcovery of the
Zaw. And fhallany private ignorant man , come in aiter one
thonfand fix handred and twenty fixyears , and fay the Apoftics
2ud all the Churclics in the world have been deceived till this u::&
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