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ing on that day, fo he began thac very day to preach unto Mary
the ‘comfortable doctrine of ‘his Afcenfion, in wotds that de-
Terve to be written in gold, or vather in the deepeft room of ewery
‘true Believers heart : é]ohn 20. 17. Gotomy Brethren | end [ay
o them, 1 afcend nwto my Father, and your Father,and tomy God
‘andyour God ) 3 The firft Sermon thavever was preached on a
Lords day, even on the fir [} Lords day by Chrift himfelf  evento a
belvved penitent woman, whom he chofe to be as it were his Apoftle
to bis Apoftles, to deliver them this Meflage as from bim.

Onthe fame day the Difciplesbeing Afembled , he ownedand
bleffedtheir Affembly, and gave them thie Hely Ghoff and Apoftuli-
call power. % :

=~ When T hemas beingabfent from the Affembly che firft Lords
day, did mifs the fightof Chrilt and was snbelieving, Chrift [efc
bima whole week_in bis unbelicf , and would not beal him 151/ the
next Lords day, which he bononred withithat care. Then the Dif-
€iples being meragain , Chrift came amng them, and convinced
T homas. : .
‘Onancther Lords day, they were all with one accord inoneplace,
andthe Holy Ghoft was in the cxtraordinary meu[wre giver thoem.
And 4éls 20. 7. it is mentioned as the cultom of the Difciples,
to come together on the firft day of the weck to break bread ;and
Panl thed preachedto them even till midnight. And 1 Cor. 16.1,2.
the Collcetidns for the Saints were made every firt day of the week,
in all the Churches of Galatin, and at Corinth , becaufe they had
then their holy Affemblies. And therefore Rew. I. 10. 111 called
peculiarly rhe Lsrds day. : e ; : :

5. But to clearthis paft all rational doubting, we find in all the
writingsof the antients, and bifforie of the Church, that all the
Churches throngh 'the world vnanimoufly obferved the Lords
dayas infFitared by Chriftor the Holy Ghoft in the Apoftles 5 none
ever queflioning or contraditing it, thatever Iread of, Hethat
hath read the writings of the Antiests, and denyeth this, is un-
worthy to be difputed with. The practice of the umverfal Church
isa full exipofition of the fore-cized Scriptures and though it be
#no Law to us it felf, yetisirafull difeovery of the fait ( telling
us what was the primitive practice ) and fo a difcovery of the
Zaw. And fhallany private ignorant man , come in aiter one
thonfand fix handred and twenty fixyears , and fay the Apoftics
2ud all the Churclics in the world have been deceived till this u::&
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-apdwe muft reifie the miftake? Shall thefe fellows comeinar
theend of the world, and call the Apofties andall the Churches

of allages Puritanes , for keeping holy the Lords day? Or will
?l?y{ b;][ a brain-fick perfon hearken to fuch fhamelefs men as
efe \
Obje&. Bat the antient Churchesdid not heep that d -
bathbut only as a day for p'ublick‘ worﬂ:i;.o t.k : S el
- Anfw, We will not ftick with you for the name: We urge you
1{10: to call ic the Sabbath, (though the Antients fometimes did
© : See our Homilies of the Place and Time of Prayer ) if you
will call.jt as Scrsptare and the Churches did, by the name of the
Lords day.” And it was then the cuftom of the Charches, to /perd
almoft all the dayin publick wor/bip and Holy Communion, and
erefore they liad buc little time for any private duties that day,.
And yet ( though the private practifes of particular perfons on
that day be little mentioned in Church-hiftory ) no man can
-Prove that they ufed to fpend an} remaining bours of that day as
common timein cemmon bufinefs. Sothat to quarrel againft the
holy obfervationof. the Lords day, is but to quarrel with the Holy
Ghoft and the Apoftles,andall the Churches of all ages fince,and’
with the bappyeft feafon for the wor bipping of God, and fecking our
own and other mens edification,
. 7-Whatis there yet remaining then that yon quarrel with as -
200 much precifenefs ? 1s itthe fricine(s of mens livesin forbearing
fin,and not doing as their neighbours do, \n rioting and vain recrea-
tions, and delights ? For this I need not ftand to juftifie them,
with any impartial fober man. If finbeewil, and difpleafe God.,
and deferve damnation, he that moft fully and carefully avoideth
it,.is the homefle ff and the wifeft man. You will not blame your
hild or fervant for being loth to offend and difobey you even i
the fmalleft matter. Youlike nothim thatoffereth you the Jeaft
abufe, fo well as him that offereth you #ome. You had rather be -
well then have the /caff difeafe. You will not takea Zirtlefoyfons

- nor. would you feel a lirrle of bell » Why then fhonid we not
~ avoid the Jeaft fin fo far as weare able ? 1 finming be good, thep

Devilsarethe beft creatnres, and Angelsand Chrift (10 his man-

hood ). the worff. Butif fin be the greateft evil, What will you

call thofe menthat do not only wilfully commit it, but P{"”d for
it, and reproach thofe that wonld fain avoid it ? Or what if fome

of thofe that you reproach, are miftaken in fome poiat, and ta;)lﬁ
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that to be afin that is none ? Or what if you think it to be no
fin which they feruple ? Will you blame a man that loves God ,
to beafraid of that which he fufpeceth may offend him » Or will.
you blame him that cares for bis falvation , to make as fure of ; r
ashecan ? and to keep asfag from the brink of hell as he able 3
Howis it that you obferve not that your very reproaches do con-
fute themfelves ? What isit that you are offended a¢ in the [ervants.
of the Lord ? Isit Godd or Evil? Surely it is fome fault or other 4
of theirs, that yon will prezend to be the caufe. For fcarce any ;
but the Devil himfelf will openly and profefledly oppofe Goodnefs.
under the name of Goodnefs. Andif it bea (real or fuppofed)
fanls that you fpeak againft them for |, dothit not intimate thac

 they fhould 4veid all faulss as far as they areable > And yet will
you at the fame time reproach them for being too ftri& and fear-
tulto offend ? asif it were their fauls that they are unwilling to
be fanlty ? . 58S : X

» . Butletus hear what God faith of this. Prov. 14. 9. [ Fuols
make a mock at fin.] verf. 34. [ Righteonfnefs exalteth a Nation »
but fin is a reproachto any people. ] And yer you would make the
avoiding it, a reproach.) Gen, 4.7, LIf thow do Well, fhalt thon
7ot be accepted 2 and if thou doft not well, fin lyeth at the door. ]
Numb. 32.23. [ Befure your fin will find you onr.”] Jam. 1.15.
L Sin when it is finifbed bringeth forth death.] ‘1 Thef, §. 22.
L 4bpainfrom ail appearance of ‘ewsl. ] Match. 12, 36, 37.[ Bur.

A fay unto you, that everyidie Word that men fball [peak_, they fball
Live acconnt thereof in the day of judgement © For b thy words.
thon fhalt be juftificd ; and by thy words thon [balt be condemned. |
Macth. 5. 19. [ Whofoever fpall break one of the leaf? of thefe Com~ ]
mandementsyand bl teach men [0, foall be called leaff in the King- ;
dam of heaven : bur whofoever foall do and teach them , the [ame :
Joall be called great in the Kingdom of heaven.] verf.22. [ Baur ‘

I fay untoyou, that whefocver i angry with b brother without 4 : j
canfe, foall be in danger of the judgement but whofoever fhall 1
fay, Thoufool , foall be in danger of bell fire. verf, 28. [I/a)
#nto youy that whofoever looketh on 4 woman to infp after her , bath
commitied adultery already with her in bis heart. | Verf, 34, 35%
36,37. [ 1/ay unto you, [wear not at all : Neither by heaven for-
3 45 Gods throne : nor by the earth . for it 45 his footffood ¢ ===

4t let your communication be Yea, Tea | Nay , Nay s for What-

Cver s more then thefe cometh of evil. 1 Jam, 4. 12. [ Bm n&az;
N ;
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. teryora railevyor ady ankard, or anextortioncr | wirh fuch a.one no
- mot to catemm—therefore put away from among your felves the wice
ked perfon.] 2 Thel.3.6, 14. | Now We command you, Brethres,.
in the nameof onr Lord Fefus Chrift, that ye Withdraw your felves
from everybrother that walkethdiforderly, and not after the traditi=
on.which be received of #s —— eAnd if any man.obey not.onr word
bythis Epiftle, note that man, and have ne company with him, that
bemay be aframed.] 2 John 10. [ If there come any toyon, and
éfiﬂg not this doétrine, veceive himnotinto your houfe , neither bid
hims God SPeed : for bethat biddeth him God Speed, ic partaker. of his.
€vil decdy. | Jam. §. 16. | Confefs gour faulrs one.to anothersJ.
Joth.7. 10, | Give, 1 praythee, glory rothe Lord Godof Hracl, and’
Make confe/fion unto him, andtellme now what thos haft done  hide
it 5ot fromme. ] Prov, 28. 13, [ He that covercth his fins fhall
#at profper bt whofo confeJeih and forfaketh them fhall have mercy.}
Doth nota'l chis juflifie the exercife of Difcipline, and condemn:
the negled of 12 ' 3
- 9. Bu ( faith theimpious perfon ) why make they (uch a dif-
ference betwees themfelves and other men ? extolling themfelves as’
the onlyfervants of the Lord , and condemning others as ungodly’
and ehildren of the Devil | and terrifying mens confciences with the
fearsof kell 2
Anfw. If any do (0.againft fuch asare (anftified and renewed,
and bave the Spirir of Chrift, and Liveto God, they deal umcharia
tably; and if you diflike their cenforioufnels, fodo 7, and fo do’
al the fober; confiderate fervants of theLord. But if it be only’
againfl the carnal unfantlified world that they do. thus | it is God’
that maketh the difference and not they. Doyeu not find the
whole Seripture dividingall the world into two ranks, the godly’
and thewngodly 2 the regenerare and unregenerare ? 1he eonverted’
and uncenverred ?. the fanclifiedand mnfanitified? the carnal and
the Spiritual 2 the earthly-mindedand the heavenly-minded ? the’
pardencdand unpardoned ? the juffified and unjuffified 2 the chile
drenof God, andtheenemics of God? the fervants of God; and of
the Devil ? theheirsof beaven,and the beirs of hell? To prove:
this would be to repeatthe Bible. Read Pfalm 1. & 37. & 153-
& 10, Mirth, 5. Rom. :8. 7919 3. Marrh, 13. 1 7“@ 3. &,
Do you not find Chrift himfelt aequainting you before hand thas

o7 (st {hall be [et at his 7ight hand in judgement , and the srhir

3t his/eft, and one part fent to Jife cverlafbing, and:the other
i and | o
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goeverlafting punifyment 2 Matth, 25, Do they fpeak any more
of the everlafting torments, the worm that dyeth nor,the fire that 4s
unquenchable, then Chrift himfelf hath done® Matth, 13, 2 Thef:
1. & . Do youlovetobe flattered into Hell ? and deceived in a
matter of everlafting confequence ? Is it not berter for youto
fearch your hearts, and try whether yon have the Spirit of Chrift
or not,and then fearch the Seripture , and try whether any man
be his that hath not bis [piris, Rom.8. 9. or ean be faved that is
not converted and born again of the fpirit, Aarth. 18.3. John
3.3,6. [ Examine your (elves whether you be in the faith : Prove

Josr oWn [clves. Know ye not jour own felves how that Fefus (hrifp
2.3n yonexcept you be reprobares? 2 Cor. 12.5.°

< 10. But you will fay, that the Reafon of your diftafte againft
thefe that are {o forward in Religion is, that they are inwardly as

 bad asorhers | and as prond and worldly 5 andwhy do they not ex-

cell 0t>hers in good works , a5 much a5 they do in their devo-
tious ¢

Anfw. 1.Sothey do, according to their ability : Twenty years
tryal and more I have had of them fince I was a Minifter of
Chrift ; and I cantraly fay, that ordinarily I have known of ma-
ny a fhilling, if not pounds , that have come from the purfes of
thefe that you call Puritanes and precife, for one groat or penny
that I bave known come from moft others about me of their
rank, to any pious and charitable ufe. But 4// thatare godly, are
not rich : and though Chrift extolleth the widows rWo mites, the
fRanders by regarded them not : Matth, 12. 42,43, 2 Cor. 8.1
[ If there be firft awilling mind , it is accepted according tothat a
man hath, and not according tothat he bath not.” | And he that hath
faid, [ T ake heedthas you do mot your alms before men to be [een of
them s otherwife yon have no reward of your Father which #in
beaven, Matth, 6. 1. ] bath hereby kept his fervants from making
the world acquainted with mach of their deeds of charity : And
for thie finsof the heart that you charge them with, they are
“known to none but God, unlefs they be difcoveredin their lives.
But malicein all ages hath been ufed to fuch unproved flanders
©of the fervants of the Lord. X i

2. Bat fuppofe them as bad as malice doth imagine : Ts tha_t
any reafon why both they and you fhould not be better ? Itis

. Holine[s and not fis thatIam pleading for. Is their godlinefs and

care of ‘their falvation zeceffary, ornor 21f is be, why do you not
- , imitate

i




T TR T T e g SRR

j (97) ‘
micate them in that 2 and if yon know any faulc in them, take.
warning and avoid it : But-be not fo mad as to runinto Hell,
becaufe fome fallin the way to Heaven , ‘'or fome:mifs the way
that feemed to go thither. Imitate not the }#das in Chrifls fami.
ly, but the reft of his Difciples , and that not in their falls, butin
their faith and piety. All that fhall be faved, have both Holinefs
towards God, and Faffice and Charity to men. The wifdom from
above is firft pure , then peaceable, gentle, eafietobe entreased , fullt
of mercy and good fruits , Jam. 3.17. If you want the firf#, you
are ungodly , 1f the later, you are hypocrites : And if the hypo-
erite and the ungodly will fland fnarling here at one another, they
thall perifh together, in that mifery chat will convince them that
meither of them were the beirs of life : when Saints indeed,and
none but they, fhall kive with Chrift. : i
Obje&. But it is but afew that are of [o fbrict amind and life

and [hall none be [aved but thefe few ? : e
Ayfw. Chrift hath told you whom he will fave : He will not

falfifie his word, nor take the unfanctified into heaven for want

of company, He hathtold you that the gate is frair,and the way

warrow that leads tolife, andfew there be that fmd it , Matth. 7.

13, 14. and thac itis a Jirtle flock to whom the Father will give the

Kingdom , Luke 12.32. You fhall not want company in heaver,

nor find comfort in your compary in hell. -

But if you would have the number of the godly to be greater,

4 why do you not increafe it by your joyning with them? Why do
nOt all the Town and Parifh agree together, and bind themfelves
ina Covenant to ferve and feek the Lord, as-the I{raelites;

Fo%.24. 2 Chron. 15.12, 13. O happy people that will thus ae-
cord, and heartily perform it,

And now, Beloved Hearers,] have finifhed this firft Part of my
task , and proved to you the Nece/firy of a Holy /ife ; That One
thing s needfnl , while you pittifuily cumber your felves about

“many things, is the meffage that from Chrift I have been hitherto
- delivering to you. What fay you ? Are you yer refolved to feek
this One thing with the chicfeft of your defires, and care,and la-
bour, orare you not ? Dare any ‘one of you fay that you haye
not heard that which fhould refolve a fober confiderace man2
Ithink you darenot. Butif youdare, Tam fure you fhall never
be ableto make it good, and juftifie your words, t0 God, or to
O o e




your Confciences at faft, or to anywife impartial perfon. Now
nake your choice, whether you will now be § 47N 7§ and
foreverlike ANGELS ,ornowbelike BRUTE §, and

foreverlike DEV IL S : For oneof thefe muft be yourcafle
as fure as you have heard thefe words, . sheveems
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The Second Part.

Clearly Proving by Reafon as well as
Scripture: 1, In general, that Holinefs is Beft,
and Neceffary to our felicity. 2. Particularly,
thait is Bef?, 1. For Societies ; 2+ For indivi-
dual perfons ; And more diftinétly , 1. That
it is the only way of Safety. 2. Of Honefly.

nourable. 5. The moft Pleafant; And there-
fore to be chofen by all thac will obey true Rea-
Jom, and be Happy.

~

3- The moft Gainful way. 4. The moft Ho-|
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Printed Anso Dom, 1662,
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A Sant or a Brute.

The Second Pars.

B ' CHAP. L
; Holinefs and its fruits are the Belt part.: Wherein the Hap-
pine(sof Saints confiftesh.

Luke 10, 42.

But One thing is Needfnl : and Mary hath chofen the good part s
which_[ball wot be taken away from her. :

22 Hough [ have before taken up this latcer part
Bo\Y of the Text by way of Motive, in the Con
95~/ \ clufion of the former. Part of this Trearife
)\\ @ Iam very loth that a fubje& of fo great
@y L\v7-\ importance fhould be fo lightly paffed over:
,Kﬁ,—»—i‘. QA2 And therefore by Godsafliftance, I fhall at-

AR

i T > tempt & fuller handling of it. The N{“q‘?t] 3
f - of Holinefs 1have fpoken of already : Itis the Goodnefsof it that 1
/ Tam nexcto fpeak of. ‘ W aniit ‘
i ] And before I enter upon it, let meintreat thee Reader, who- -

ever thou are that openeft this Book, to remember thatIam
writing and thou art reading of the greateft and highelt matters -
inthe world ; and therefore come not to it with common affecti-
©ns, and read not this as thou wouldft doaHiftory or a Rbeto=
‘ricall Oration, to find delight for a curious mind ;- bur confel-
O3s % fing
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; fing thy felf a‘Scholar__to Chrift, withreverence take thy {effon

Pk

#rom him, as that which thou eameftintothe world toLearn,and

‘whichall thy comforts, thy hopes, thy fafety, and thy everlafting

happinefs depend upon. :
. And herein the entrance , I will freely tell you what moveth
me to fall Uﬁgmthisxfébje(‘f , andbe fo earneft withyou in this

_point. Ore thing:is ke obfervation of the carclefnefs and wil-
- fpinefs of the mofk,, that live in the neglect of Holinefs and

‘Everlaltiog Life, for all chat.can be faid to perfwade thefa toa

cwifer courfe : While theyall profefs themfelves to be Chriftians,

- ‘that are the moft Neéefla

the Word of God , and confefs
rue, that it is Heaven and Holinefs
v, and holt tobe defired and fought
after, yet will they not be moved to Ligéaccordinggo rhis Pro-
feffion, not to Love that Ao/ which they fonfefsto be the Bef
1i0r to feek that firff which they confefs to be moft Needfnl. Theyg.
hava the cafe here decided by the mouth of the Lord Jefus Chrift
himfelf, and as plaidy , and fally, and peremptorily-decided as
they could with, If they were In%dﬁg;mxdundafﬁpﬂm “the
Law of Nature , even Reafon might tell.them that thereisno
doube of it, but that Eternal Life is more to be fought after then
tianfitory things : And yetthey liveasif the cafe had never been
decided by Chrify ot by teafon. of asif they had.never heard of
any Lifebut this : Look iato moft Towas, end fee whether chere
be not more at Martha’s work , ( and worfe ) thenat Adary’s.
Look into moft familics, and fee whether they be not with
Martha, trowbling themfelves with many things , when the Good .
partisalmoft caft afide, Even in the Families of Lords, Kaights,
and Gentlemen, that are doubly obliged to God, and pretenq to
be wifer then the ignorant Vulgar, the matter ; of their falvation
are tarned out of doors, or thruft into a corner, and the mateers

and to take the Scriptare £
this Word in pafticular rabé

~ of their bodies do take np the day. How many Muartha'sfor

one- Mary, thallwe findamong both Richand Poorl. - o =
Yea thac is not the worft, but they that are fo blind and wigked
€3 t0 choofe the worfer part themfelves, would haye all about them
do fotoo; Andas Afarthagrudgedat Mary’s pradtice,and com-
plaineth to Chrift againft her , {o thefe repine at the choice of
the Godly, and think them but melancholy crack-braind people,
that make moreado fortheit falvation thea they need : And they
are not contentto keep fuch ungodty chougts in their breafts,
. ’ to
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Part II. A Saint or a Brate, 103
to their Own damnation, but they muft be the Devils mouth to
fpitreproachin the face of Holinefs, and confequently in the
face of Chrift,as if they bid defiance to the Lord, and would
make it their employment to jeere and fcorn mens fouls from
Heaven. If one in a family do with Mary choofe the better
part (_though without any negle® of their calling in the
world,) ‘the reft make a wonder of them, and fome deride them :
and fome hate and vilifie and threaten them, and few will imitate
them:and who more forward to diftafte and defpife them then the
Maflers of the Families that are bound to teach and lead them
inthat way ! fo that a poor foul (evenin aland and Age that
countenanceth Holinefs more then almoft any other i the
world ) ean fcarcely ficat the fees of Chrift,and Learnhisword,
and feek his Kingdom and Righteoufnefs firlt, but they arc gazed
at, and cenfured and derided, as if they did fome very foolifh,
.ineedlefs, yea or wicked thing ! As if it were the only folly for a
man to follow Jefus Chrift, and obey his God, and fave hisToul,
and do thar work with greateft diligence, for which he is a
man, for which he hath his Life, and Time, and Mercies, and. .
which if he neglec, heis 0%t for ever | The Lord have Mercy ;
upon the poor deluded world ! whenee comes this general dampe .
and dottage upon the ander flandings and the hrarts of men! of ; &
Great men, Of Learnedmen, of men that sre accounted wife in
the world ! :
Itis Good and Evilthat confticureth all that wonderful diffe-
rence that is besween the Reafomable creatures, both here and i
hereafter : The Good of Holinefs, and the ewil of fin do make .
the difference, between the Godly and the wicked - the Good Of
Everlafting Happine[s, and the’ Evil of Ewerlafting Mifery A
doth make the difference between the Glorified and the Dumn~
ed. Goodnefsin General is fo natvrally the obje& of mans will,
that Evilas Evilcannot be defired, and Good as Guod cannot
be bated, - What then is the matter that few atcainthe greateft
- good, and few will fcape the greateft mifery ? It is be-
caufe they would not Choofe that Goed 5 and’ refafe the WAy and 3
eanfe of Mifery. But how cometh it to pafs that men will make ,
no wifer achoice ?1s thecafe fo doubtful thar they camnor be re-
folvedinit ? every man wounld have that which he thinks is Befe
for bim. - Why do men follow dfter wealth, or pleafure, or credit |
" theworld, bus becaufc they takeittobe Beft for rhem ? Wgy,‘ ]
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do chey fet fo light by Holine[s,and Chrift and Heaven, but be-
caufe they apprehend them not to be Beft for them ? Would
men refufe, and obftinately againft all perfwafions refufe a
Holy life, if they took it pradically to be Beff for them ?
what ! will they comtrive their ows deftruction ? do they
long to do themfelves 2 Mifchief, and the greateft Mil-
chief intheworld? No, thats not the cafe; Dut the matter is
this : Their [enfes draw them another way ; Their eye, their
ear, their talte, their feeling, every {enfe hath a Pleafure of its
Owsx, and this fenfe or flefh 1s violent and unreafonable, and
would fain be fatisfied : and Reafon that was given us to Rule
it, 1s bribed and blinded and perverted by it, and fo is ready as a
fervant to obey it, andto takeits part ; and the flethly mind
difcerneth not the things of God, for they are fpiritually dif-
cerned : the Will alfo and. the Affedions are by thebyas of a
flefhly inclination corrupted, and habitually lean to the flefhly -
part : And that which men Love, they will eafily think well of
and are glad of any thing like Reaion todefend it ; and that
- which is againft the Inclination of the Will, will hardly be
- thought well of, and any thing like Reafon will ferve againft irt.
This depravation of the mind and will of man, enilaved and ruled
by the Flcth or fenfuality, is the very caufe that moft men will
not choofe the Better part,and fo the canfe of their perpetual
mifery. And till the Holy Ghot fend in a heavenly light of
wifdom into the mind to fhew them the true difference between
the Good and the Evil,and a new Inclination into the Will; thae
fhall turn their hearts from the Evil to the Good,they will ftill go
on,and the matters of God will feem foolifhnefs to them,and they
will take thofe men for the werye/t fools that follow the Wifdom of
the Lsrd, and provide moft carefuily for eternal life; and they,
will take thofe for the wifeff men, thatare moft cowsrary to the.
God of Wifdom, and that dare leap moft fearlefly into Hell; Or
if this be not their Opinion, but conviion force them to a wifer
Kind of Jangnage, yet will it be their Praétical eftimarion and
their Hearrs, as their Choiceand Lives will eafily declare. For
PO Which és born of the flefb 4 flefb, and that which # born of the
/}’[:3" # [pirit, Joh.3.6. The flethly man will have a fle/bly. mind
and will, and openly or fecretly will Live afte” the flefp, and fuch
are the heirs of death, Rom.8.5,7,13.. Flelbly. generation
canuot make a fpiritual mind o heartinany, but it mult be by
G N [pirirnal
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[piritmal Regeneration : and therefore except amar be born again
of the [piris as well as of water, be cannot enter into the Kingdom
¢f Heaven, Joh.3.35.

Thisinward difference of Inclinationsis the true caufe of the
difference of the judgements and the comrfes of men, about the
matters of God and their falvation.

This is it that makes fo many to think #ome wife but thofe that
are more dangeronfly mad then menin Bedlam ; and that makes
fo many others {tand in doubt as.men unrefolved what to choofe,
and what courfeto follow : As if it were really a difficul point
for a man to be refolved in, Whether it be é¢ff and wifef? to fol-
low the teachings of God, or of the flefs : and to feck firff the
Kingdoms and Righteonfne[s of God, or to make a pudder for
#othing in the world ; and to claw this itching fefh a while,
though they muft fmart for it for ever, or to mafter the flefh and

liveto God ¢
In a word, the world are half unrefolved, [whether it be bet.

#¢7 ta be Holy with Gods promife of Eternal Glory, or to take the

Pleafures of fin for a feafon, and neglet this Holinefs, thongh this.

conrfebe threatned by the Living God With Everlafting torments 7]

This is the true ftate of the Queftion, which Ifayene part of the

world doth feem to be unrefolvedin, and another pare are refol-
~wedon the worfer fide, againft their fouls and a Holy life ; and only

thofe that the illuminating fan&ifying fpirit hath refo/ved, do
. €hoofethe needful better part. A

The reafon of this diffracted judgement of the moft, is withix
themfelves. It is not becaufe that there is any f(uch difficulty in
the cafe,as fhould put a wife man toa ftand ; Nor it is not be-
caufe ehey have not fufficient ewidince in the word, or that God
denyed them Teachers, Books, or any Neceffary Means for their
information.  The Lightisamong them , but they Love it s
becaule their hearts and deeds are evil, and their darknefs doth nst
comprehendit and this is ehicir delufion, and their condemnntion,
Job.1,6,7,8. & 3.19.

When I am preaching toa congregation of many hundred of
thoufand fouls, if the falvation of all that people did lie upon
any other queftion no harder then this that we have in bhand, fo it
were fuch as flefhly intereft, and corrupted minds and wills had
B0 quarrel againft, how eafily, how furely thould I favethe fouls

of allthae heard me ! Reader, lec me have thy judgemene. gf
the
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the Queltion were, Whether Light or Darkgefs be the Berter?.
Whether a dead corpsbe better them a Living man @ Whether & cot-
tage for a day, or & Rich habitationfor term of life be better ? Whe=
ther as much drink_as Will make thee drunk , or a wights lodging
with a whore, be better then Lands and Lordfbips for thy life
time, or fora thoufand years 2 Whether one [Weer cnp with
fhame and beggery all thy life afrer, or ome bitter draught with
perpetnal profperity, foonld be rather chofen P Whether a fick.
man were better take an unpleafing medicine that Would cure
timyor apleafant poyfon that would kil him ® Whether he were
betrer pay a little to the Phyficion, or dye to [ave his money 2
Whether that Prince be wife that will [ell his Kingdom for a
cup of wine, or for childrens rackets ® Or whether that child
be wertsons that cannot abide his Fathers [ight er boufe or corm-
mands, but loveth better to do that which he knows difpleafeth bim,
or to tumble in the dirt with [wine? 1 {ay, if any of thefe were the
Lueftion to be Refolved, and the falvation of all that heard me
lay upon the true Refolution, 1leaveit to your ows judgements,
Whether I were not like zo fave the fonls of all that beard me?
Andyetin acafe a4 clear in it felf, and much more ¢lear, how
few do we prevail with ? Isnot the Queftion [Whether God er
the Creatnre,Holine(s or Sin,Earth or Heaven,Short or Everlafting
pleafures fhould be preferred? ] asplain to a wife man as any o,
thofe that I mentioned before ? Is it notas plain a cafe to a man of
judgement, [ Whether Holinefs, with Everlafting joys,be better
then flefbly pleafnres With damnation? ] as whether a Kingdom
- bebetter thena fayle, or Gold then dirt, or health then ficknefs?
Yetdoyour [alvationslie upon this LQuefion, this eafie Qpefti-
on. Imultagain repeatics A/ yonr falvations lic npon the pra-
&ical refolution of vhis eafie Queftion. Be but Refolved once
that God is Beft for jou, and Heaven is Beft for yow, and ac-
sordingly make yonr Refolute Chosce, and faitlafﬂllj Profecute ity
and God will be Yours, Heaven will be yosrs as fure as the Prowife
- of Godis trae.  But if you will not Chasfe God and Glory as
your Beff but will Choofe the world and fimple pleafures as Ber-
ser for you, you fhall have no better then you chofe, and fhall
fuffer a donble condemnation, for negle®ingand refafing /o greas
falvation. - o
You hear now by mens talk, and you fee by their lives that the
world is divided upon this Queftion, whbat it is that is Beft for &
- ' maR,
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man, and which ss his Beft and Wifeft conrfe ? One part (and the

greater) think in sheir bearts that prefent profperity is beft, be-

caufe they think that the promifed happine[s of the fife to
come is @ thing uncertain ; orif there be fucha thing, they may

bave it after the pleafurcs of fin ; Thefe are the Jafi-

dels.
Anotber part havea fuperficial dead Opinion that Heaven and

Holinefs are Beff : but the Love of the flefh and the world
tyeth deeper at their hearts, and beareth the greater {way in their
lives : and thefeare the Hypoerites ; thatis, Chriftians in Opi-
nion and Profeffion, and fo much of their Praétice as will ftand
‘with their fle/bly intereft, but Infidels in their Praétical eftimation,

and at the Heart, and in the referves and fecret bent of their

lives.
Another part, being illuminated and fan&ified from above,

" Believe the Certainty and Excellency of Glory, and fee the va-
ity and vexation of this life, and raffe the fWeernefs of the Love
of God, and perceive the Nece/ffity and [weetnefsof that Holi-
nefs, which others fo abhor, and hercupon give up themfelves to
God, and [et themfelves 1O feck for the Immortal treafure, and
makeit the principal care of their hearts and bnfinefs of their
lives to efcape damnation, and live with Chrift in endlefs
Glory. g 2t

All the world confifteth of thefe three forts of men, Infidels,
Hypocrites, and true Believers. Now the Queftion is, Whith of
the[e three are in the right? Both the other do condemn the Hyps-

erite that halteth between two opinions ; and One thinks that .

Baal i God, that the world is Beft, and therefore he gives up him-~
felf toic: and the other thinks, that ZThe Lord 7s God, and Hea-
wen is befF, and therefore he gives up himfelf to ic. And if it
would do any thing with thofe that doubt, towards the turning
of the fcales, to tell you which fide Chriftis on, itstold you here
in my Text, as plain as the tongue of man can fpeak [ One thin
# Needfnl : Mary bath chofen that Good part, which foall not be

taken away from ber.

U

= "’

THe Do&rine which I am now to handle to you fromthe
4 plain words of the Text, is this. ‘
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Do&. That thofe thar preferthe Learning of the Word of Chrift,
ro guide thew by Holinefs to Ewerlafttng Happine[s , before all
the lower matters of this world, are the) that choofe the Better
part, eventhat which foall never be taken from them.

If now the word of Chrift alone would ferve your turn, 1 had
done my work : I needed not to go any furcher : You wouyld pe
new rtfolved, that Heaven and Holinefs is beft, and would /74 your
besrts and Jiges to feck it 5 and fo it would be your own for
ever. But this Text hath long ftood in the Gofpel, and men have
heard and read it often, and yet the moftare not perfwaded ;
and therefore I muft tryco openica little farthezj to you , and
plead it with you, and work the Reafon of it upon your
minds. ,

Reader, our bufinefs isbatto enquire, Wharitisthat is B
for Adan to fet bis beart on andfeck after in bis Life,and Enjoy for
ever # 1 fay, itis the Everlafting Enjoyment of God in Heavey +
For Chrift faith fo. 1 thom chink otherwife, let us debate the cafe,

Xf thow belicve as Ido, Live asthou profefleft to believe. If men

did buc deeply and foundly know what it is that i beft for them,
it would fet right their bearss and lives | and make them happy,

- Butnotknowing this, is it that keepeth them from God and Ho.

linefs, and everlaftingly undoes them.

Though T have often opened this heretofore on other occafi- -
ons, yet my prefent fubje@ now requireth » . That T tell you,
What that is that here is called L The Good part. ) 2. what it gs
that is [et againft st and by flefoly minds, preferred beforeir ¢ And
having briefly opened thefe rwo things, I fhall come to the Com=
parifon, and thew you which 75 the betrer pars.< iR

I." That which Chrift calls here L thar good part ] is 1. Prine
cipally, the end of man, or our everlafting Happine[s with God in
Heaven, 2. Subordinately , the Mean; by which it isatrained.
3. That Happine(s which is the 4 » comprehendeth in it cthefe
Particulars, whichif you diftintly apprehend, you will much ghe

ctterunderftand the nature and cxcellency of it.

T+ The true Believer hach the (mall beginnings, and earmefts
and foretaftes of the Lverlafting Bl:[fednefs in this Life, in hjs
approaches to God, and Living #49on hiss by Faith and Lswve,and in
hlS é&’(lt‘ﬂlﬂg. ﬂPP"b"”ﬁo”.\' Of lbe Favonr 0f Q‘od, (hf Grace of

’ : Chrif2,
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Chrift , and the Happinefs which in Heaven he fhall enjoy for

ever. : ; ;
2. At death the fouls of trueBelievers do go 10 Chrift, and en-
_ter mpon a ftate of Happinefs. G772

3. Atthe /aft day, the body thall be raifed and united to the

foul, and the Lord Jefus Chrift will come in glory to judge the’

world, where he will openly abfolve and juflifie the Righteous,
when he condemneth the ungodly , and witl be glorified in bis
Saints | and admiredin all them that do belicve , and the Sainrs
Poall alfs judge theworld, and be themfelves adjudged to everlaft-
ing Glory.

4. Theireverlafting habitation fhall be in the Heavens, even
fear unto God, and in the prefence of hisGlory.

5. Their company willbe only Bleffed Spirits , even the holy -«

Angels and glorified Saints, with whom we fhall be One Body,

and conftitute the New Fernfalem, and be perfe@ly one in God

forever.

G. -Tbeir‘B;m"in thall be perfected 'a-nd madcimmorta{,.ffirimkl,- ,
sncorruptible and glorioms bodies, thining as the Stars in the Ce- -

leftial Firmament : No more fubje& to hunger,and thirft, or

cold, or wearinefs, or fhame, or pain , nor any of the frailcies -
that now adhere unto them, but be made like the glorified body

of Chrift.
7. The Souls of the Saints unized to thefe Bodies {hall alfobe

Perfecled, having far Larger capacity to know God and enjoy him - -

then now we have; being freed fromall ignorance, errour, un-
belicf, pride, hard-heartednefs, and whatfoever fin doth now ac=
company us ; and perfectedin every part of the Image of God
TR L i ¢
' 8. The eyes of the Glorified Body fhall in Heaven have a Glory
to bebold that is [nitable to their Eodi/] capacity-: Heaven being
not & place wherethe Effence of God'is confined, but wherea pre-
pared glory will be manifefted to make Happy the Angels and
Saints with Chrilt. And whatever other fenfes the Glorified

Bodies fhall then have (whether formally or eminently, we .
cannot now conceive what they will be ) they will all be farisfied

with f#itable Delightsfrom God.

... The Bleffed perfon of our Redeemer in our Nature Glorified, -
Will there be the Everlafting obje& of “our delightful smtmitios, -

And fruition : An obie& [uitable o the'eye of the Glorified Body
’ . o L %
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it felf. ‘We fhall for ever live in the fight of s facé, and in the
fenfe of b unfpeakable Zsve. : :

_10. The Glorified Soul. ( whether mediately or immediately )

: fhall bebold the Infinite moft Blsfled God, and by kmowing him, be.

perfedted in knowledge : As we fhall fee the perfon of Jefus
Chrift, and the glory of God with open face, and notasina
glafs as now we do, fo we thall know fo much of the Effence of
the Deity as we are capable of, to our felicity. : y

. 11.With the Knowledge of God and the Beatifical Vifion will be
joyned a perfet Love unto him, and clofure with his bleffed wi/ :
?0 tlhatto Love him, willbe the everlafting employment of the

oul. : -

12, This Lowe will be drawn forth into cverlaffing prasfe ; a_nd
it will be our work before the Throne of his Glory, to magnific
the Lord for ever. 1

. 13.Inallthis Love, and Praife, and Glory, and in the full frui-
tion of the Eternal God , we fhall Rejoyee with fall and perfeét
797, and we thall have full content ,delight and reff.

14, In all this Blefednefs and Glory of the Saints , the Glory
of God himfelf will fbine,and Angels thalladmire it,and che con-
demned fpirits wich anguifh fhall difcern it , that God may be
Glorified in onr Glory. '

15. In alt chis Happinz[s of Believers, and his own Glory , the,

- Lord will be well pleafed, and thac Bleffed Wi# which is the Be-
- ginming and the End of all, will be accomplifhed , and will have

an Eternal complacency, as the Saints fhall have an endlefs com-
placency in God,

Thisis the Glory promifed to the Saints; Thisisthat Goodpart
which they choofe. 1 cite notthe Texts of Scriprure that prove all
this, becaufe the things are all fo plainly and frequently expreffed
in the premifes. And I fhall have occafion to do fomewhat of-
thisanon. Andfo (in brief) I have told you what the Good
part is. A
" 2. We are next to enquire, what it ssthat isput by worldy,
carnal mes, into the other end of the fcales , and # [et #p 38 compa~
7ifon with all this Everlafting Glory ? Yea what it is that is pre-
f"’”d by ungodly men before it ? What is it that fin and the
world will do for men ? What do they find that Jefe the Lqrd?
What dothey ger that mifs of Heaven 2 “What do they ehoofe, that -

refufe the Needfnl, Betserpart 7
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And hereI am évén amazed at that whiehTmuft give you an
account of 3 O wonderful aftonifhing thing, that ever fuch bafe
unworthy trifles fhould by Reafonable men be put into any com-
parifon with God ! Wonderful, that fo much madnefs and wic-
kednefs can enter into the mind and heart of man, as to let go all
this Glory fora toy ? And yet more wonderful, that this fhould
be the cafe of the greateft part of menon earth ! And yet more
‘wonderful, that fo many makefo mad a choice, even when the
cafe is opened to them, and plainly epened , and frequently opened :
and when theyare earneftly entrearedtobe wifer , and imporsaned
to makea better choice !
Inaword, All that is fet againft the Lord, and All thatis pre-
ferred before this Everlafting Life, and All the Portion of un-
godly.men , is no more then this ; The Pleafure of fin for a [ea-
fon 2 The fatssfying of the flefp : Alittlecafe, and pelf, and fair
words from men as miferable as themfelves ; and all this but for a
little, a very little time, when Temperanceis as fweet at leaft; a
Tieele that is exce ffive or forbidden , in wealth, or meat, or drink ,
or cloathes, or luft, or other flefhly pleafures, is the Joy,and the
Heaven , and the God of the ungodly. The flefhly pleafures

which are common to the fe4ffs ; and a little vain-glory among.

men , and this for a fhort uncertain time, ( and then to pafs to
‘everlafting punifhment ) thisis the chofen portion of the wicked.
This i A4/ for which they refufe the Tord, and for which tt}cy
refufe a Holy life : This s 42/ for which they part with Chrift,
and part with their Everlafting Peace ! This is A// that they
have for Heaven and their falvation !and A4/ for which they feH
their fouls ! To the everlafting fhame of finand finners, it fhall
be known t‘?&:& was All ! Tothe abafing of our own fouls,
that femetimid were guilty of this madnefs, I fhall tell you again
that this és 4il 1 T¢ the bumbling of the beft, to the confound-
ing of the wicked, and the amazement of us all, [ muft fay that
thisis All * This dire, this dream , this cheatis eA//, that the
~wicked have for God apd Glory ! This Nothing is All, thatthey
obftinately preferr and E:bbofc, before him thatis A/ in 4/ !
O wonderful madnefs, flipidity, and deceit? fo common ! fo
wilful ! and founcureable ! till tender mercy and grace fhall
cureit, in them that fhall be faved. :
. Well, the ballance is now fet before yon : You fee what is
'nthe Onc'end and in thie other : You fee the Pars that believers

choofe,
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