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ing on that day, To he began that very day to preach unto Mary 
the comfortable do&rine of his Afcenfion, in wotds chat de-
ferve to be written in gold, or rather in the deepeft room of every 
true Believers hart : £ J o h n 2 0 . I f . Go to my Brethren , and fay 

.unto them, lafcend unto my Father, and your Father, and to my God 
and jour God~] • Thcfirft Sermon that ever was preached on a 
Lords day, even on the firft Lords day by Chrift him/elf, even to a 
beloved penitent Woman, whom he chofe to be as it were his Apoftls 
to his ApolVes, to deliver them this MefTage as from him. 

On the fame day the Difciples being Afcmbled , he owned and 
tiejfedzhar Affetnbly, and gave them the Holy Ghoft and Apoftoli-
call power. 
*** When Thomas bein-gabfent from the AflfefiWy the firft Lords 
day, did mifs the fight of Chriftand was unbelieving, Chrift left 
him a Whole week, *» hk unbelief, and would not heal him till the 
next Lords day, which he honoured with that cure. Then the £)//-
ciples being met again , Chrift came among them, and convinced 
Thomas. 

On ana far Lords day, they were HI with one accord in one place J 
and the Holy Ghoft waf in the extraordinary meafure given tucm. 
And Alls 20. 7. it is mentioned as the cuftom of the Dncipies, 
to come together on the fir ft day of the week. bread^WX 
Paul chen preached to them even till midnight- And 1 Cor. l0'l->2' 
the Colli ftions for the Saints were made every firft day of the wee^ 
in all the Churches of Galatia, and Corinth , becaule they haa 
then their holy Affemblies. And therefore Rev. 1. 10. it is called 
peculiarly the Lnrds day. 

2. But to clear this paft all rational doubting, we find in all the 
writings of the antients, and hiftorie of the Church, that all the 
Churches through the world unanimoufly obferved the Lords 
day as infiitutedby Chrift or the Holy Ghoft in the ^poftles^ none 
ever questioning or contradicting i t , that ever I read of. He that; 
hath read the writings of the Antients, and denyeth this, is un
worthy to be difputed with. The practice of the univcrfal Church 
is a full cxpofttwn of the fore-cited Scriptures ; and though it be 
no Law to us it felr, yet is it a ftafl MfmWj ot the faU ( telling 
us what was the primitive pnftice ) and fo a difcovery of the 
Law. And (ball any private ignorant man, come in alter one 
thoufand fix hundred and twenty fix years, and fay the Apoftlcs 

&M all the Churches in the world have been deceived till this day. 
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andwemuftredifiethemiftake? Shall thefe fellows come in at 
the end of the world, and call the Apoftles and all the Churches 
of all ages Puritanes , fo.r keeping holy the Lords day ? Or will 
any b u t a brain-fick pcrfon hearken to fueh Oiamelefs men as 
thefe ? 

Objeci. But the antient Churches -did not keep that day ai a Sab
bath, but only as a day for publicly worflnp. 
• Anf™- Wcwil l not ilick with you for the name'. Weurgeyou 
not to call ,c the Sabbath, ( though the Antients fometimesdid 

l! n ° U r H o m i l i e s o f the Place and Time of Prayer J i f you 
will call i t as Scripture and the Churches did, by the name of the 
Lords day. And it was then the cuftom of ihe Churches, to fpend 
almofl^ all the day in publick^WorJhip and Holy Communion, and 
therefore they had but little time for any private duties that day. 
And yet (though the private praclifes of particular perfons on 
that day be little mentioned in Church-hiftory ) no man can 
prove that they ufed to fpend any remaining hours of that day as 
common timc'm cemmon bufmefs. So that to quarrel againft the 
holy cbfervationof the Lords day, is but to quarrel with the Holy 
Ghoft and the Apoftles, and all the Churches of all ages fince, and 
with the happyeft feafonfor the worftnpping of God, and fecking our 
own and other mens edification. 

7- What is there yet remaining then that you quarrel with as 
too much prccifenefs ? Is it the (IriBhefs of mens live An forbearing 
yj#,and not doing as their neighbours do, in rioting and vain recrea^ 
tions, and delights I For this I need not ftand to juftifie them , 
with any impartial fober man. I f Jin be evil, and difpleafe God,, 
and deferve damnation, he that moft fully and carefully avoideth 
it,.is the honefiefi and the reifeft man. You will not blame your 
child or fervant for being loth co offend and difobey you even in 
the fmalleft matter. You like not him thatoffereth you the leafi 
abufe, fo well as him that offereth you none.. You had rather be 
•well then have the leafi difeafe. You will not take a little foyfon.; 
nor would you feel a little of hell : Why then fhould we not 
avoid the/^7?/;#lo far as we are able ? I f finning be good, then 
Devils are the be ft creatures, and Angels and Chrift ( in his man^ 
hood ) the vorft. But i f fin be the greateft evil, What will you 
call thofe men that do noc only wilfully commit i t , but plead for 
i t , and reproach thole that would fain avoid it ? Or what if fome 
oi thofe that you reproach a are miftaken in fome point, and take 

that 
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fin which they fciuple ? Will you blame a man that loves God 
to be afraid ot that which he lufpedeth may offend him ? Or will 
you blame him that cares for his falvation , to make as fure o f j t 

as he can ? and to keep as far. from the brink of hell as he able ? 
How is it that you obferve not that your very reproaches do con. 
fute themfelves ? What is it that you are of ended at in thtfervants 
of the Lord 1 Is it Qotd or Evil? Surely ,t is kmc fault or other 
ot tneirs, that you will pretend to be the caufe. For fcarce any 
but the Devil himfelf will openly and profdTedly oppofe t 7 W w > 
anderthenameof Goodnefs. And i f it be a (real or fuppofed) 
fault that you fpeak againft them for , doth it not intimate thar 
they ftiould avoid all faults as far as they are able? And yet will 
you at the fame time reproach them for being too ftrid and fear
ful to offend? as i f it were their fault that they arc unwilling to 
be faulty ? • \ * 

But let us hear what God faith of this. Prov. 14 9 V Fools 
rnake a moc&t fin ] verf. 3 4. [ Righttoufnefs exaheth a Nation : 
tut fin is a reproach to any people.] And yet yon would make the 
avoiding i t , a reproach.) Gen. 4. 7. [ Jf t h o u do Well, JbAt thou 
not be accepted? and if thou dofi not well, fm lyeth at the door.] 
Numb. 32.23. \_ Be fure your fm will find you out.] Jam. 1. 15. 
I Sin when it is finijhed bringeth forth death.] 1 Thef. 5. 22. 
\_ Abftainfrom all appearance of evil.] Match, 12. 36, 37. \_But 
Jf<y unto you, that every idle Word that men fhall$c«k, they flail 
give account thereof in the day of judgement : For by thy words 
thou fiat't be jufifi' d - and by thy words thou fhalt be condemned. ] 
Macth. 5. 19. [Whofoever jlall brea^one of the leafi of thefe Com-
m*ndementsy andfl.dl teach men fo, foall be called leafl in the King-
domof heaven : bur whofoever flail do and teach them, the fame 
flail be called great in the Kingdom of he.iven. ] verf. 22. [ But 
I fay unto you, that whofoever is angry with his brother without a 
c.:ufe, fhall be in danger of the judgement but whofoever fhall 
fay, Thou fool, fhAl be in danger of hell fire. verf. 28. [ i fay 
unto you, that whofoever looketh on a woman to lufi after her hath 
committed adultery already with her in his heart. ] Verf 34', 35-, 
? 6 , 37- C U*J untoyoujwear mt at all: Neither by heaven for 
" u Gods throne : nor by the earth • for it is hu footed : 
#*t let your communication be Tea,Tea • Nay , Nay h for What-

J oever is more thtn thefe cometh of evil.'] Jam 4 12. [But above 
N 3 *lk 
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all things , my Brethren , [wear not • neither by heaven, neither ,J 
the earth, nsr by any other oath : but let jour Tea be Tea, andyour 
Nay, Nq% left you fnii into condemnation. ] Epef. 5-3,4- L B** 
fornication and all unskann-efs or covetoufnefs, let it not once be 
named amongs~t yju as bteometh Saints : Neither flthynefs , Mr 
foolijh talking, nor jeaftin? , which are not convenient but rather 
giving of thinks. An hundred futh piffiges of Scripture 1 
might recite, that might quickly fatisfie you, what God ex? e a > 
eth , and whether ic be too muchprecifenefs to fear the imiUcit 
f i n . 

8. But perhaps it is the rigor of their Church difciplw thirt 
maketh you offended with thofe rhacyou count too pure and pre-
eife : becaufe tiny will nor let other men alone, but are reproving 
them, and bringing them to open penitence and confefponof tbeir opi* 
fins, and cajling thofe out of the Communion of the Church, wJ?te

r^ 
dorefufc it. Anfw. But do they do this of them/elves, or UCK 
God command it them ? Do you think that the Communion «r 
Saints, is to be turned into a rabble of impiety ? and the Cburet. 
into a fwine-ftye t Do you not know that the Canons ™™C£S> 
tient Churches for many hundred years after Chnit , 
in this Difcipline by far, then thofc that now offend you by nicw 
flnftnefs ? And hear what the Holy Ghoft faith , Lev- 19 l7-
[ Thou /halt not hate thy brother in thy heart ; thou fhalt in a«y w*J 
rebuke thy neighbour, and net fuffer fin upon him. 2 Matth. lo- J 5» 
V6% 1-7.1 If thy brother trefpafs againft thee , go and t ( / I h f m ^ 
fault between thee and him alone: if he hear thee , thou ^ o n e 

thy brother. But if he will net hear thee , then take with t e e ^ ^ 
or two more , thut in the mouth of two or three witness every 
maybceftablified : And if he frail negleil to hear them ^ 
to the Church; but if he neglett to hear the Church let 
thee as an Heathen man or a Publican. ) I Cor. $. For• 7 g W 
abfent in body but prefent in jf irlt, h,vejudged already 
vert prefent concerning him that hath done this and 
name of our Lord fefus Chrift when ye are g ^ J 5 J w > * 
my ffirit, with the power of our Lord Jefus Chrft , t« J y 

/one to S-nan, for the deftrncMon of the fief, , that the fpmt t»V 
ftvedinthedayofthe Lord fefus Know ye " ' " ' f ^ l t a -
leaven leaveneth the whole lump ? Purge out therefore W 
Vtn-—N*»lh*™ bitten to you net to &p " ^ I n i d J -
l,n that« f ^ * ^ ^ ^ ^ C Q V m m t " «r, 
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ter,ora railert or a drunhard, cr an extortioner , with fuch Aontm 
not to eat-— " therefore put away from among jour felves the wic
ked perfon. ] 2 Thef. 3. 6, 14. [ Now We commandyou, Brethren^ 
in the name of our Lord fefus Chrift, that ye Withdraw your felves 
from every brother that walkethdij'orderly, and not after the traditi
on which he received of us——• tslnd if any man obey not our word 
by this Epiftl?, note that man, and have no company with him, that 
he may be afhamed.^ 2 John IO. [ If there come any to you, and 
bring not this dctlrine, receive him net into your heufc , neither bid 
him Cod sfced : for he that biddtth him God ffeed,is partaker of his 
evil deeds. } Jam. 5. 16. [ Confefs your faults one to another."] 
Jofti .7. 19. [Give, I pray thee, glory to the Lord God of \i\&c\,andl 

m*ke ccnfcffion unto him, and tell me noW what thou haft done ; hide 
it not from me.] Prov. 28. 13. [He that covercth his fins flodl 
nu prof per ̂ but whofo conftffeth andforfakeththem fhallhave mercy.~\ 
Doth not a'l this juftifie the exercife of Difapline, and condemn 
the negledt of it ? 

9. But ( faith the impious perfon )' why make they fuch a dif
ference between themfelves and other men ? extclling themfelves as 
the only fervants of the Lsrd , and condemning others as ungodly'' 
and children of the Devil, and terrifying mens confidences with the 
fears of hell ? 

Anfw. I f any d o f o ^ j w / K u c h as are fantlifted and renewed\ 
and have the Spirit of thrift, and live to God, they deal unchari
tably', and if you diflike their cenforioufnefs, fo do J, and lb do' 
all thefober, confiderate fervants of the Lord. But if it be only 
agtinft the carnal unf anffif ed world that they do thus , it is God 
that maketh the difference and not they. Do you not find the 
whole Scripture dividing all the world into two ranks, the godly 
and ih^ ungodly ? the regenerate and unregenerate ? the converted 
and unconverted? thefancli'fie^and unfantltfed? the carnal and 
the Spiritual ? the earthly-minded arid the heavenly-minded ? the 
pardoned and unpardoned ? the juftified and unjuftified ? the chil
dren of God, and die enemies of God? the fervants of God, and of 
the Devil? the heirs of heaven, andthe heirs of hell} To prove 
this would be to repeat the Bible. Read Pfalm 1. & 37, & 
& 10. Mmh.%. Rom, %. foh. 3. Mmh. 13. 1 foh 3. &c. 
Etoyou not find Chrift himfelt acquainting you before hand thas 
° ^ j W f h a l l be fet at his right hand in judgement, and the ethtr 
u l l U J l e f t \ and one part lent to life cverlafting, and the other 



to everlaftingpunijhment ? Mattb. 25. Do they fpeak any more 
of the everUfling torments, the worm that dytth not, the fire that is 
ttnqmnchable, then Chrift himfelf hath done ? Matth. 13.2 Thef.-
i.&c. Do you love to be flattered into Hell ? and deceived in a 
matter of everlafting confequence ? Is it not better for you to 
(eareh your hearts, and try whether yon have the fpirit of Chrifi 
or not, and then fearch the Scripture , and try whether any man 
be his that hath not his Jpirit, Rom. 8. 9. or can be faved that is 
not converted and born again of the fpiri t , Matth. 18. 3. John 
3- 3 > 6. [] Examine your felves whether you be in the faith : Prove 
your otyn [elves. Know ye not your own felves how that fefns (fhrift 
is in you except you be reprobates? 2 Cor. 12.5-

10. But you will fay, that the Reafon of your diftafte againft 
thefe that are fo forward in Religion is, that they are inwardly as 
bad as others , and as proud and worldly ; and why do they not ex-
cell others in good workj , as much as they do in their devo
tions ? 

Anfw. 1. So they do, according to their ability Twenty years 
tryal and more I have had of them fince I was a Minifter of 
Chrift h and I can truly fay, that ordinarily I have known of ma
ny a (hilling, i f not pounds, that have come from the purfes of 
thefe that you call Puritanes and precife, for one groat or penny 
that I have known come from moft others about me of their 
rank, to any pious and charitable ufe. But all that are godly, are 
not rich: and though Chrift extollech the widows tVeo mites, the 
fianders by regarded them not : Matth. 12. 42.43. 2 Cor. 8.12. 
\_lf there be fir ft a willing mind , it is accepted according to that a 
wan hath, and not according to that he hath not. ~\ And he that hath 
faid, [_ Take heed that you do net your alms before men to be feen of 
them-, otherwife you have no reward of your Father which is in 
heaven, Matth. 6 .1 .3 hath hereby kept his fervants from making 
the world acquainted with much of their deeds of charity : And 
-for the fins of the heart that you charge them wi th , they are 
known to none but God, unlefs they be difcovered in their lives. 
But malice in all ages hath been ufed to fuch unproved flanders 
of the fervants of the Lord. 

2. But fuppofe them as bad as malice doth imagine : Is that 
any reafon why both they and you fhould not be better ? I t is 
Holintfs and not ftn that I am pleading for. Is their godlinefs and 
care of their falvation necejfary, or hoc ?Jf it be, why do you not 

imitate 
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rmitate them in that ? and i f you know any fault in them, take 
warning and avoid it : But be not fo mad as to run into Hel l , 
beeaufe fome Tallin the way to Heaven , or fomemifs the way 
that feemed to go thither. Imitate not the.fudas in Chrifts fami
ly , bet the reft of his Difciples, and that not in their falls, but in 
their faith and piety. All that ftiall be faved, have both Holinefs 
towards God, and jufiice and Charity to men. The wij'domfrom 
above isfirjf pure , then peaceable, gentle, eafie to be entreated , ful^ 
of mercy and good fruits , Jam. 3.17. I f you want the fir ft, you 
are ungodly-, i f the later? you are hypocrites : And i f the hypo
crite and the ungodly will Hand fnarling here at one another, they 
ihail perifh together, in thaE mifery that will convince them tha t 
neither of them were the heirs of life : when Saints indeed, and 
none but they, (hall kve with Chrift. 

Object. But it is but a few that are of fo firiElamind and life 
and fhall none be faved but thefe few ? 

Anfw. Chrift hath told you whom he will fave : He will not 
falfifie his word, nor take the unfancYified into heaven for want 
of company, He hath told you that the. gate is fir ait,and the way 
narrow that leads to life, and few there be that find it, Match. 7. 
13, 14. and that it is a little pchjo whom the Father'will'givethe 
Kingdom, Luke 12. 32. You (hall not want company in heaven, 
nor find comfort in your company in hell. 

But i f you would have the number of the godly to be greater, 
why do you not increafe it by your joyning with them ? Why do 
not all the Town and Parifh agree together, and bind themfelrcs 
in a Covenant to ferve and feek the L o r d , as the Ifraelitesi 
fofh. 24. 2 Chron. 15.12,13. O happy people that will thus ae« 
cord, and heartily perform i t . 

And now, Beloved Hearers,1 have finifhed this firft Part of my 
task , and proved to you the Necejftty of a Holy life ; That One 
thing is needful, while you pitttfully cumber yourfelves abouE 
many things, is the meffage that from Chrift I have been hitherto 
delivering to you. What fay you ? Are you yet refolved to feek 
this One thing with the chicfeft of your defires, and care and la
bour, or are you not ? Dare any "one of you fay that you have 
not heard that which fhould refolvc a fober confiderate man? 
1 think you dare nor. But if you dare, I am fure you fhall n e v e r 
b e able to make it good, and juftifie your words, to God, or to 

O your 
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yonr Conferences at laft, or to any wife impartial perfom Now 
take your choice, whether you will now be s A IN T s and 
foreverlike A N G E L S or now be like T R V T E S , and 
for ever like DEVILS : For one of thefe mud be your cafe, 
as fure as you have heard thefe words. 
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A S a i n t o r a B r u t e . 

T / t f Second T a r t . 

C H A P . i . 

mti**fi **ditsfr»its *rt the B c f t p a r t : Whtrei* the Hap-
pincfs*/ Saints eonfifteth, 

Lake 10.42. 
But One thing is Needful', and Mary bitfc ^*/<» ^ P r t > 

which fhall not be taken aw ay from her. 

Hough I have before taken up this latter part 
of the Text.by wayof Motive, intheCon-
clufionof the former- Part of this Treatife , 
I am very loth that a fubject of fo g r e r i c 

importance ftiould be fo lightly paffcjj ° y e r : 

And therefore by Gods affiftance, 
- tempt a fuller handling of i t . The Necejfttj 

Of Helinefs I have fpoken of already i I t is the C7««fe'/> oi it that 
I am next to fpeak of. , „ , , 

And before I enter upon i t , let me mtreat thee Reader who-
ever thou art that openeft this Book, to remember that I am 
writing and thou art reading of the greateft and higheft matters 
in the world • and therefore come not to it with common afiecti-
ons, and read not this as thou wouldft do aHiftory or a Rheto-
r i «tU Oration, to find delight for a curious mind •, b w t e o n ^ n " 



i o * A Saint cr a Brute* Part I I , 
fingthy felf aScbolar to Chrift , with reverence take thy teflon 
from him, as that which thou earned into the world to Learn,and 
which all thy comforts, thy hopes, thy fafety, and thy everlafting 
happinefs depend upon. 

And here in the entrance , I will freely tell you what moveth 
me to fall upon this/fabjed:, and be fo earneft with you in this 
point. 'OneifangMHtK obfemt ion of the carelefnefs and ml* 
fulnefs of the molt , that live in the negkd of Holinefs and 
Everlafting Life, for all that can be faid to perfwade them to a 
.wifer courfc : While they all profefs themfelves to be Chriftians, 
and to take the Scripture for the Word of God , and confefs 
this Word in particular toJb6 true, that it is Heaven and Holtnefs 
that are the mod Neceffary , and moft to be defired and fought 
after, yet will they not be moved to Z ^ i c c o r d i n g ^ o this Pro-
feffton, nor to Love that Mo ft which they confefs to be th*e Beft, 
nor wfeek^ that firjf which they confefs to be moft Needful. They*, 
havithe cafe here decided by the mouth of the Lord Jefus Chrift 
htmfelf, and as r^airffy , and fully, and peremptorily decided as 
*hey could wifh . I f they were Inf idel , and underftpod but the 
Law of Nature , even Reafon might tclUthem that there is no 
doubt of i t , but that Eternal Life is more to be fought after then 
uanfitory things: And yet they live as i f the cafe had never been 
decided by Chrift or by reafon •, or as i f they had never heard ot 
any Life but this: Look into moft Towns, and fee whether there 
be not more at Marthas work , ( and worfe ) then at Marys. 
Look into moft families, and fee whether they be not with 
Martha, troubling themfelves with many things, when the Good 
part is almoft caft afide. Even in the families of Lords, Knights, 
and Gentlemen, that are doubly obliged to God, and pretend to 
be wifer then the ignorant Vulgar, the matters of their falvation 
are turned out of doors, or thruft into a corner, and the matters 
of their bodies do take ap the day. How many Marthas iot 
one Mary, (hall we find among both Rich and Poor 1 . 

Yea that is not the worft, but they that are fo blind and wickea 
as to choofe the worfer part themfelves, would have all about them 
do fo too; And as Martha grudged at Mary's practtec,ana corn-
plaineth to Chrift againft her , fo thefe repine at the choice ot 
the Godly, and think them but melancholy crack-braind People, 
that make more ado for their falvation then they need : And they 
are not contentto keep fuch ungodly thoughts in their hreafts, 

— . to 



Part I I . AS AIM or A Brute. 103 
to their Own damnation, but they muft be the Devils mouth to 
fpit reproach in the face of Holinefs, and confequentiy in the 
face of Chri f i , as i f they bid defiance to the Lord, and would 
make it their employment to jeere and fcorn mens fouls from 
Heaven. I f one in a family do with Mary choofe die better 
part (though without any neglect of their calling in the 
world,) the reft make a wonder of them, and fome deride them: 
and fome hate and vilifie and threaten them, and few will imitate 
thenr.and who more forward to diftafte and defpife them then the 
Maftersof the Families that are bound to teach and lead them 
in that way / fo that a poor foul (even in a Land and Age that 
countenanceth Holinefs more then alinoft any other in the 
wor ld ) can fcarcely fit at the feet of Chrift , and Learn his word, 
and feek his Kingdom and Rightcoufncfs firft, but they arc gazed 
at, and ccnhared and derided, as i f they did fome very foolilh, 
needlefs, yea or wicked thing / As i f it were the only folly for a 
man to follow Jefas Chrift, and obey his God, and fave his'foul, 
and do that work with greateft diligence, for which he is a 
man, for which he hath his Life, and Time, and Mercies, and 
which i f he negled, he is lol l for ever i The Lord have Mercy 
upon the poor deluded world / whence comes this general dampe 
and dottage upon the under ft andings and the hearts of men I of 
Great men, oi Learned men, of men that are accounted wife in 
the world / 

It-is Good and Evil that conftituteth all thjit wonderful diffe
rence that is between the Reasonable creatures, both here and 
hereafter : T h e G W o f Holinefs, and the evil of fin do make 
the difference, between the Godly and the wicked: the Good of 
EverUfting Happinefs, and the Evil of Everlafting Mifery , 
doth make the difference between the Glorified and the Damn
ed. Goodnefs in General is fo naturally the object of mans wil l , 
that Evil as Evil cannot be defired, and Good as Good cannot 
be hated. What then is the matter that few attain the greateft 
good, and few will fcape the greateft mifery ? I t is be-
caufe they would not Choofe that Good} and refnft the way and 
eaufe^ of Mifery. But how cometh it to pafs that men will make 
no wiferz choice Ms the cafe fo doubtful that they cannot he re-
folvcdini t? every man would have that which he thinks is Beft 
for him. Why do men follow after wealth, or pleafure, or credit 
3 « the world, but becaufe they take it to be Beft for them ? Why 
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caufe they apprehend them not to be Befi for thtm ? Would 
men refufe, and obftinately againft all periwafions retate • 
Holy l i f e , - i f they took it pradically ^ Befi for•thmt 
what .' w II they their „w d t M o » I do they 
lone o do themfelves a Mifchief, and the greateft Ma-
S i " * world? No, that* not the cafe, « ^ " " * g £ 
this: Their finfe, draw them another J ^ ' ^ ' 
ear, their taite, heir M ^ ^ ^ S A ^ 
Own, and this ienfe or flefh is violent ana unrca ' R , 
would fain befatisfied: andReafon that was ffven n <° ^ 
i t , is bribed and blinded and P a r t e d by at and fo is « a d y ^ a 
fecrant to obey i t , and to take its part * ana tne fieiniy mma 
dTfcerne h not die things of God, for they are fpintually dif-
cerne : the Wil l alfo and the Affections are by thebyas of a 
S j i d i n a t l corrupted, and habitually lean 
part: And that which men Love they will ea ^ / h i n ^ f h

o f » 
and are glad of any thing like Rea on codeknd rc - a n d h a t 

which . A g a i n * ^ » ^ & & a U ! ^ i S S 1? 
thought well of, and any ™ S ^ * m a n , en l l aved and ruled 

^ 1 " C S o r f e n f y ^ S ^ S ^ that moil men will 
V r L the B « t « pare' and fo the eaufe of their perpetual 

n ^ ^ d ^ ^ y Ghoft fend in a heavenly light of 
W fdom into the mind so fhew them the true different between 
the Good and the Evil , and a new Inclination into the W i 1, that 
fhall turn their hearts from the Evil to the Good,they willftt i go 
on and the matters of God will feem foolifhnefs to them and they 
will takethofe men for the verjeft fools that followthe Wtfdom« ot 
the W , and provide moft carefully for eternal Ufe 5 and they 
will take thofe for the wifeft men, that are moft contrary to the 
God of Wifdom, and that dare leap moft fearlefly into Hel l ; Or 
i f this be not their Opinion, but conviction force them to awiier 
kind of language, yet will i t be their Practical efiimation and 
their Hearts a!"their Choice and Lives will eafily declare. For 
that which is born of'the fle/b is flejb, and that which u born of the 
Spirit is fpirit, Joh. 3.6.Thefle(hly man will have a P&J ™** 
and W/,,and openly or fecretly'will Live after the fiefh, and lucn 
are the heirs of death, Rom. 8. 5, 7, i 3- Flefhly generattm 
cannot make a fpiritnal or heart in any, but it rn-uit be by 

ffiriwal 
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fpiritnal Regeneration : and therefore except a man be born again 
ef the/pirit as well as of water, be cannot enter into the Kingdom 
ef Heaven, Joh.3.3,5. 

This inward difference of Inclinations Is the true caufe of the 
difference of the judgements and the courfes of men, about the 
matters of God and their falvation. 

This is it that makes fo many to think none wife but thofe that 
are more dangeroufly wad then men in Bedlam and that makes 
fo many others Hand in doubt as men unrefolved what to choofe, 
and what courfc to follow; As i f it were really a difficult point 
for a man to be refolved in, Whether it be beft and veifefi to fol
low the teachings of God, or of the fiejb: and to feci firft the 
Kingdom and Righteonfnefs of God, or to make a pudder for 
nothing in the world and to claw this itching flefh a while, 
though they muft fraart for i t for ever, or to mafter the flefh and 
Jive to God / 

In a word, the world are half unrefolved, ^whether it be bet
ter to be Holy with Gods promife of Sternal Glory, or to take the 
Pleafures of Jin for a feafon, and negkil: this Holinefs, though this. 
courfe be threatned by the Living God tyith Everlafting torments . ? ] 
This is the true ftate of the Qucftion, which I fay one part of the 
world doth feem to be unrefolvedln, and another part are refol-
vedon the worfer fide, againft their fouls and a Holy life ; and only 
thofe that the illuminating fan&ifying fpirit hath refclved, do 
choofe the needful better part. 

The reafon of this dtftratled judgement of the moft, is within 
themfelves. I t is not becaufe that there is any fuch difficulty in 
the cafe, as fhould put a wife man toaftand • Nor it is not be
caufe they have not fufficient evidence in the word, or thac God 
denyed them Teachers, Books, or any Neceffary Means for their 
information. The Light is among them-, but they Love it not 
becaufe their hearts and deeds are evil, and their darlenefs doth mt 
comprehends jand this is their delufton, and their condemnation 
Joh. 1.6,7,8. & 3. 19. 

When I am preaching to a congregation of many hundred or 
thoufand fouls, i f the falvation of all that people did lie upon 
«»y other queftion no harder then this that we have in hand fo ic 
were fuch asfleflily i Btcreft,and corrupted minds and wills had 
of ?u a K r e l ? 8 a m f t > h o w e a f i l y > ho™f"rttj frould I favethe fouls 

*•* ^at heard me / Reader, let me have thy judgement, i f 
P the 
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the Queftion Were, Whether Light or Darkjiefs be the Better-
Whether a dead corps be better then a Living mart? Whether a cot
tage for a day, or a Rich habitation for term of life be better ? Whe
ther as much dri^ as Will makj thee drunks, or a nights lodging 
with a whore, be better then Lands and Lord/hips for thy life 
time, or for a thoufand years ? Whether one JWeet cup with 
fhame and beggery all thy life after, or one bitter draught with 
perpetual profperity, fhould be rather chofen ? Whether a ftck^ 
•man were better take an unpleafing medicine that Would cure 
him, or apleafant poyfon that would kill him ? Whether he Were 
better pay a little to the rPhyficion, or dye to fave his money ? 
Whether that Prince be wife that will fell his Kingdom for a 
cup of wine, or for childrens rackets ? Or whether that child 
be vertuous that cannot abide his Fathers fight or houfe or com
mands,but leveth better to do that which he knows difpleafeth him, 
crto tumble in the dirt withfwine ? I fay, i f any of thefe were the 
jQueftion to be Refolved, and the falvation of all that heard me 
lay upon the true Refolution, I leave it to your own judgements, 
Whether I were not like to fave the fouls of all that heard me? 
And yet in a cafe as clear in it f e l f , and much more clear, how 
few do we prevail with ? Is not the Queftion [Whether God or 
the Creature,Holinefs or Sin,Earth or Heaven,Short orEverlafting 
pleafures fhuuld be preferred? ~\ as plain to a wife man as any of 
thofe that I mentioned before ? Is it not as plain a cafe to a man of 
judgement, [Whether Holinefs, with Everlafiing joys,be better 
then flejhly pleafures With damnation}'] as whether a Kingdom 
be better then a fayle, or Gold then dirt, or health then fcknefs e 
Yet do your falvations lie upon this Queftion, this eafie Quefti-
en. I muft again repeat i t ; Allyour falvations lie upon the pra-
tlical refolution of this eafie Queftion. Be but Refolved once 
that God is Bcft for jou, and Heaven is Beft for you, and ac
cordingly make your Refolute Choice, and faithfully Prefecute it, 
and God will be Tours, Heaven will be yours as fure as the Pramife 
of God is true. But i f you will not Choofe God and Glory as 
your Befl, but will Choofe the world and fimple pleafures as Bet-
' " " for you, you fhall have no better then you chofe, and fhall 
luffer a double condemnation . for negle&ing and refufing fo great 
falvation. n o 

You hear now by mens talk, and you fee by their lives that the 
world is divided upon this Qu^eftion, what it is that is Beft for a 

ma»y 
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man, and which is his Beft and Wife ft courfe ? One part ( and the 
vreater) think in their hearts that prefent profperity^ is heft, be
caufe they think that the promifed happinefs of the life to 
come is a thing uncertain ; or i f there be fuch a thing, J ^ J may 
have it after the pleafurcs of fin ; Thefe are the Infi-

^lAnother part have a fuperficial dead Opinion that Heaven and 
Holincfs are Beft : but the Love of the flefh and the world 
lyeth deeper at their hearts, and beareth the greater fway in their 
Jives: and thefe are the Hypocrites j thatis, Chriftians in Opi
nion and Profefion, and fo much of their Pratlice as will ftand 
with their flejhly intereft, but Infidels in their Practical eftvmation, 
and at the Bean, and in the referves and fecret bent of their 
lives 

Another part, being illuminated and fanftificd from above, 
Believe the Certainty and Excellency of Glory, and the va
nity and W A - 4 » « . or this life, and tafte xhc fVcetnefs of the Love 
o/^God and perceive the Nectfftty and fweetnefs of that Holi
nefs which others fo abhor, and h e r e u p o n ^ *p themfelves to 
God, and / t 0 M f o r , t h c I m m T f r f Z \ h t 
wkzathi principal care of their p»» °f 
lives to efcape damnation, and live with Chrift in endleis 

G Alhhe world confifteth of thefc three forts of ™ n t £ M j 
Hypocrites, and true Believers. Now the Queftion is, fVkch of 
th f f e three are in the right ? Both the other do condemn the Hype-
cr/^thathaltcth between two opinions j and One thinks ttiac 
Baal is God, that the World is Beft, and therefore he gives up him-
felf to it • and the other thinks, that The Lord ts God, and Hea
ven is beft, and therefore he gives up himfelf to it. And i f i t 
would do any thing with thofe that doubt, towards the turning 
of the fcales, to tell you which fide Chrift is on, its told you here 
in my Text, as plain as the tongue of man can fpeak \_ One thing 
is Needful : Mary hath chofen that Good part, which fhall not be 
taken away from her. 

THe Doctrine which I am now to handle to you from the 
plain words of the Text, is this. 

P 2 j)o&. 
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Doc*. Thatthofe that freferthe Learningof the Wordof Chrift 
to gmde them by Holinefs to Everlafttng Happiness, before all 
the lower matters of this world, are they that choofe the Belter 
fart, even that which fbaU never be taken from them. 

I f now the word of Chrift alone would ferve your turn Thad 
done my work : I needed not to go any further : You would be 
mwrefolved, that Heaven and Holinefs is beft,w& would f c t v o u r 

hearts and Itves to feek^ic ; and fo i t would be your own for 
ever But this Text hath long flood in the Gofpel, and men have 
heard and read it often, and yet the moftare not perfwaded • 
and therefore I muft try to open it a little farther to you and' 
plead it with you , and work the Reafon of i t upon'vour 
minds. r * U L 

Reader, our bufinefs is bnt.to enquire, What it is that is Befr 
pr Man to fethts heart on and feet after *'* Us Life, and Enjoy for 
Torrh P?ll r d l e p ?™i«fi"£Z»h™»tof Godin Heaven ; 
*or Chrift iaith fo. \Uhou think otherwife,fet usdebate thecafe 
I t then believe as I do, Live as thou profefleft to believe I f m e n " 
did but deeply and foundry know what it is that is beft for them 
i t would fet right their hearts and lives , and make them hanov* 
Bat not knowing this, is it that keepech them from God and Ho 
hnefs, and everlaftingly undoes them 

Though I have often opened this heretofore on other occaiT 
on. yetmyprefentfubiednowrequireth, That I ell V o f " 
What that „ that here is called [ The Good part. 1 2 whl h 

M t e b ^ £ * p l r r e d l f o r e Z l 1 ^ 
paving briefly opened thefe two things,! fhall come to the Col 
ftrtfin, and (hew you which Is the better part C ^ 
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Chrifi, and the Bappinefs whieh in Heaven he (hall enjoy for 
ever. 

2. At death ,the fouls of t rue Believers do go toChrift, and en
ter upon a ftate of Happinefs. 

g. Atthz la ft day, the body {hzM be raifed and united to the 
foul , and the Lord Jefus Chrift will come in glory to judge the 
world, where he will openly abfolve and juftific the Righteous, 
when he condesnneth the ungodly, and will be glorified in his 
Saints , and admired in all them that do believe , and the Saints 
fhall alfo judge thewnrld, and be themfelves adjudged to everlaft
ing Glory. 

4. Their everlafting habitation (hall be in the Heavens, even 
Rear unto God, and in the prefence of his Glory. 

5. Their company will be only Bleffed Spirits, even the holy 
Angels and glorified Saints, with whom we fhall be One Body, 
and conftitute the New JerttfaUm, and be perfectly one in God 
forever. 

<?. Their Bodies fhall be perfected and made immortal\Ff>iritttal% 

incorruptible &n&gloriotts bodies, fhining as the Stars in the Ce-
leftial Firmament: No more fubjed to hunger,and thirf t , or 
cold, or wearinefs.or (hame, or pain, nor any of the frailties 
that now adhere unto them, but be made like the glorified body 
of Chrift. 

7. The Souls of the Saints united to thefe Bodies fhall alfo be 
Terfebledy having far larger capacity to know God and enjoy him 
then now we have- being freed from all ignorance, errour, un
belief, pride, hard-heartcdnefs, and whatfoever fin doth now ac
company us ; and perfeded in every part of the Image of God 
Upon us. 

8. The eyes of the Glorified Body (hall in BedDen have a Glory 
to behold that is fuitable to their Bodily capacity : BeaVen being 
not a place where the £ fence of God is confined, but where a pre
pared glory will be manifefied to make Happy the Angels and 
Saints with Chrift. And whatever other fenfes the Glorified 
Bodies (hall then have ( whether formally or eminently, we 
cannot now conceive what they will be ) they will all be fatisfied 
With fuitable Delights from God. 

_ 9. The Bit fed perfon of our Redeemer in Our Nature Glorified, 
*&iU there be the Everlafting objed of our delightful intuition 
^fruition : An obied fuitable to the eye of the Glorified %edy 
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i t felf. We (hall for ever live in the fight of his face, and in the 
fenfe of unfpeakable Love. 

10. The Glorified Soul ( whether mediately or immediately) 
fliall behold the Infinite moft Bis fed God, and by knowing him, be 
perfected in knowledge : As we fhall fee the perfon of Jefus 
Chr i f t , and the glory of God with open face, and not as in a 
glafs as now we do, fo we (hall know / • much of the £ fence of 
the Deity as we are capable of, to our felicity. 
, 11 .With the Knowledge of God and the Beatifical Virion will be 

joyned a perfect Love unto him, and clofure with his bleffed will: 
So that to Love him, wil l be the everlafting employment of the 
foul. 

12. This Love will be drawn forth into everlafting praife; and 
it will be our work before the Throne of his Glory, to magnifie 
the Lord for ever. 

13. In all this Love, and Praife, and Glory, and in the full f ru i 
tion of the Eternal God , we (hall Rejoyce with full and perfect 
py, and we fhall have full content, delight and reft. 

14. In all this Bleffednefs and Glory of the Saints, the Glory 
of God himfelf will fhine, and Angels fhall admire i t , and the con
demned fpirits with anguifh fhal! difcern i t , that God may be 
Glorified in our Glory. 

15. In all this Happimfs of Believers, and his own Glory , the 
Lord will be well pleafed, and that Bleffed Will which is the Be
ginning and the End of all, will be accomplifhed , and will have 
an Eternal complacency, as the Saints fhall have an endlefs com
placency in God, 

This is the Glory promifed to the Saints- This is that Good part 
which they choofe. I cite not the Texts of Scripture that prove all 
this, becaufe the things are all fo plainly and frequently expreffed 
in theprcmifes. And I fhall have occafion to dofomewhatof 
this anon. Andfo ( i n brief) I have told you what the Good 
part is. 

2. We are next to enquire, what it is that is put hyWorldy, 
carnal men, into the other end of the fcales, and is fet up in compa
nion with all this Everlafting Glory ? Yea what it is that is pre-
ferred by ungodly men before it ? What is it that fin and the 
world will do for men ? What do they find that lofe the Lord ? 
What do they get that mifs of Heaven ? What do they d^<?/e, that. 
reMeihtMeedful, Better part i 

And 
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And here I amev^n amazed at that whiehlmuft give yon an 

account of ; O wonderful aftonifhing thing, that ever fuch bafe 
unworthy trifles fhould by Reafonable men be put into any com-
parifon with God .' Wonderful, that fo much madnefs and wic-
kednefs can enter into the mind and heart of man, as to let go all 
this Glory for a toy ? And yet more wonderful, that this fhould 
be the caleof thegrcateft part of men on earth / And yet more 
wonderful, that fo many make fo mad a choice, even when the 
cafe is opened to them, and plainly opened, and frequently opened ; 
and when they are earneflly entreated to be wifer, and importuned 
to make a better choice./ 

In a word, All that is fet againft the Lord, and All that is pre
ferred before this Everlafting L i fe , and All the Portion of un
godly-men, is no more then this ^ The Plea/'ure of fin for a fea-
fon: The fatisfyingof the flcfb : A little cafe , and pelf, and fair 
words from men as miferable as themfelves ^ and all this but for a 
little, a very little time, when Temperance is as fweet at leaft ; a 
little tfaat is exceffive or forbidden , in wealth, or meat, or drink , 
or cloathes, or luft, or other flefhly plcafures, is the Joy, and the 
Heaven , and the God of the ungodly. The flefhly pleafures 
which are common to the hafts, and a little vain-glory among 
men, and this for a fhort uncertain time, (and then topafsto 
everlafting punifhment ) this is the chofen portion of the wicked. 
Th i s* v*7/for which theyrefufe the Lord , and for which they 
refufe a Holy life : This is All for which they part with Chrif t , 
and part with their Everlafting Peace i This is All that they 
have for Heaven and their falvation /and All for which they feH 
their fouls / To the everlafting fhame of fin and finners, it fhall 
be known thazthis TVOS All! To the abafing of our own fouls, 
that femetinfe were guilty of this madnefs, I fhall tell you again 
that this is Ad l To the humbling of the beft, to the confound
ing of the wicked, *nd the amazement of us all, I rouft fay that 
this is All ?his dirt, this dream , this cheat is vAllt that the 
wicked have f Jt God an*4 Glory / This Nothing is All% that they 
obftinately prefcrr and ^ i f c , before him that is All in All t 
O wonderful madnefv Chiptdity, and deceit / fo common / fo 
wilful / and fo uncureable / ti l l tender mercy and grace (hall 
cure i t , in them that (hall be faved. 

W e l l , the balance is now fet before you : You fee what is 
*n the One end and in the other : You fee the Part that believers 


