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And hereI am évén amazed at that whiehTmuft give you an
account of 3 O wonderful aftonifhing thing, that ever fuch bafe
unworthy trifles fhould by Reafonable men be put into any com-
parifon with God ! Wonderful, that fo much madnefs and wic-
kednefs can enter into the mind and heart of man, as to let go all
this Glory fora toy ? And yet more wonderful, that this fhould
be the cafe of the greateft part of menon earth ! And yet more
‘wonderful, that fo many makefo mad a choice, even when the
cafe is opened to them, and plainly epened , and frequently opened :
and when theyare earneftly entrearedtobe wifer , and imporsaned
to makea better choice !
Inaword, All that is fet againft the Lord, and All thatis pre-
ferred before this Everlafting Life, and All the Portion of un-
godly.men , is no more then this ; The Pleafure of fin for a [ea-
fon 2 The fatssfying of the flefp : Alittlecafe, and pelf, and fair
words from men as miferable as themfelves ; and all this but for a
little, a very little time, when Temperanceis as fweet at leaft; a
Tieele that is exce ffive or forbidden , in wealth, or meat, or drink ,
or cloathes, or luft, or other flefhly pleafures, is the Joy,and the
Heaven , and the God of the ungodly. The flefhly pleafures

which are common to the fe4ffs ; and a little vain-glory among.

men , and this for a fhort uncertain time, ( and then to pafs to
‘everlafting punifhment ) thisis the chofen portion of the wicked.
This i A4/ for which they refufe the Tord, and for which tt}cy
refufe a Holy life : This s 42/ for which they part with Chrift,
and part with their Everlafting Peace ! This is A// that they
have for Heaven and their falvation !and A4/ for which they feH
their fouls ! To the everlafting fhame of finand finners, it fhall
be known t‘?&:& was All ! Tothe abafing of our own fouls,
that femetimid were guilty of this madnefs, I fhall tell you again
that this és 4il 1 T¢ the bumbling of the beft, to the confound-
ing of the wicked, and the amazement of us all, [ muft fay that
thisis All * This dire, this dream , this cheatis eA//, that the
~wicked have for God apd Glory ! This Nothing is All, thatthey
obftinately preferr and E:bbofc, before him thatis A/ in 4/ !
O wonderful madnefs, flipidity, and deceit? fo common ! fo
wilful ! and founcureable ! till tender mercy and grace fhall
cureit, in them that fhall be faved. :
. Well, the ballance is now fet before yon : You fee what is
'nthe Onc'end and in thie other : You fee the Pars that believers

choofe,

-
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choofe , and the part that is chofen by the reft of the world ;
And are you not yet refolved which is Belt ? and which to

.- choofe?

TWo forts T look to meet with here, to whom I fhall apply
my felf diftin&ly,. before I come to the com parative work.

* Firlt fome will tell me thar all thefe are needlefs words ; and

th?u there is no man Jo fenfelefs as to think that Temporal
things are better thew Etermal s or the waorld then Godyor fin thes
Holinefs. :

Anfw. O that this were true / how happy then wereall the
world? Igrant that many are fuperficially convineed, that ate noe
converted ; and that many havea flight opinion that Heaven and
Holinefs isbeft, that yet have no Lovetoit , and will not feek
itaboye All, But their practical judgement doth not go along wich
their Opinons. Thy 7elifs the world as [weeteff unto them. Inthe
prevailing decpeft thoughts of their hearts , they fet moft by the
pleafures of thisworld ; Why elfeis their Hears moft cowards
them ? Why elfe do they choofe them, and 7efnfe vo Livea Holy
life ? Why have they no delight in God 2 and why have we fo
much ado with them, to bring them to a heavenly mind and life,
and all in vain ? What ! will not men be perfwaded to choofe that
which they know is befg for them ?

Objet. Temptations are ftrong , and men are weak , and [o
men go aganf? their knowledge, . :

An{w. 1. What do Temptations prevail with you todo ? Is it
1Ot to think well of finful pleafures, and o think more hardly of
the wayes of God ? Isit notto Jike a worldly flefhly life better
then a Holy life ? If not, how can you follow thofe temptati-
ons ? And if it be fo, then they draw you for that time to think
that flefhly plealures arethe berter pare. ;

2. Butiif indeed it be asyoufay , youare the moft unexcufe-
abie mifcreantsinthe world, What ! do yon kuw that God is
beft for you , and yet will you fly from him ? Do you ksow that

eaven is the only happinefs , and yet will you feck this world
before it 2 Do you know what is Beft for you, and will not have
it ? and what is worft, and yet will keepic? Will you go to hell,
and knew whither you are going 2 And will you ran’ from hea-
ven and damn your felves, and know thatyoudo fo ? Yea, a}?d
that
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that while we day by day entreate you tothe contrary ? If this
bethe cafe of any one of 'you, the God of Juftice fhali teach you
to know what you are doing, by his everlalting vengeance
Heavenand earth fhall be witnefs againft you ; your own Con-
fciences , and fuch Confeffions of your own fhall bear witnefs
againft you, that you juftly perift, and are damned, becaufe you
wonldbe damned, and are thut out of Heaven, becaufe you wow/d
»o be per{waded to come thither, st ador

. Obje&. Bur we hope we may bave Both,Ploafure beve and Hea-
ves bereafter : and that we may be (aved by the mercy of God and
the bloodof Chrift, withou the [antlification of the SPirit s and
though we do wot live a Holy life. :

- Ax[w. Andwhe gave you thefe hopes ? Tsit God on whomyou
Pretend to traft 2 of the Dewil thavdoth deceive you? ‘Cer~
tainly not God ; For he hath told you over and over, that he will
fave none but the fanitificd, A&s 26. 18. and thar except aman be
borm ;;;gain, evenof the Spirit as well asof water , be cannor enter
intot

you.that his Wordss falfe? Doubtlefs it is the Dewil. When God
had told 4dam and Eve,' [ Thar in the day that they did eat the
forbidden frus, they fhonld die the death ] was it not the Serpens
that gave them hopes of living,and rold them that they [ould no
die.2 If you be at that pafs that you will take on you to truf ix

God, and yet will not believe bim , but your truft is but trufting -

that God 7s alyar, you are as fottith in your pref/nmption, as Hea-
thens are in their Infidelity - For who is worfe ? he that believeth
that there i no God (as Asheifts' do’) or hethat believeth that
Godss a Lyar, which is tobe #o God and worfe? - R

If therefore you do believe indeed that Heaven is Beff, you
mult needs believe that Holinefs is Neceflary , yea and Beff too,
when Heaven confifteth fo much in perfeted holine(s. And therea
fore you mult choofe and (eek with greateftdiligence, that Happi-
nels which you confefs is Beff,or never hope that it will be yours,
Odid youatthe heart believe it to be B-/#, and that for yon, you
would love ic, and feek it, and bea holy people without delay.
You cannot fo rurn away from that which you heartily judge co

“ tobe Beft for you indeed.

Buc the mott that T have to deal with, are they that cannot be
Petfwaded ag che heart, but that feafting, and drinking, and tuft,
-l ; ' Q . and

e Kingdom of God, John 3.3,5. and that withour bolinefs
none fball [ee the Lord, Heb. 12. 14, And s it God that perfwadeth
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and wealth, and worldly honour are Better for themthena Holy
life, with fuch promifes of Heaven as God hath leftus. Fo#a/ or
moff ungodly men have this perfwafion next their hearts, whether
they obferve it,and know of it, or not.

Now with fuch deluded unbelieving fouls, T am next to plead
this weighty caufe. If thou that Readeft this be one of them,
that takeft a worldly felicity, with Geds threatnings , to be Berter
and rather tobe chojen, then Helinefs with bis Promife of future
happine(s, I will now debate the cafe with thee , and undertake
by the light of Chrift, toopen the horrible folly of thy miflake :
And if I do not give thee fuch found and weighty wndenyable evi-
dence, that no man of Reafon fhould refift, to prove the chojce
of Holy perfons to be the wifeff, and their parz the beff, T will give
thee leave to call me a Lyar, and adeceiver for ever.

CHAP, 1L

What in Reafon be muft do that wonld be certainly refolved

which i the beft part and way.  And whe [ball be.
Fadge. . :

But before we come to the debate, I have swo Qaeftions to put
to thee, thatin Reafon muft be fir [ refolved. Loy
The firlt is, Whether thon art willing to koW the Trath 5 and

wefolvedto choofe the beff part when thow kueweft-s¢ ? It is in vain

for me or any man to Reafon with thee, if thou wosldf not knew 5
and to fhew thee the Trauth, if thou hasest, and wilt not acknow-
ledge it when thou feeft it ; and to bring thee in ghe cleareft light,

-if thou be before hand refolved to fhut thyeyes. And if thon

wilt not choofe that which thy confcience fhall be convinced thow
thouldft choofe, as being abfolntely beft , to what purpofe then
fhould it be revealed to thee ? wonldff thou be a happy mar or
#zor 2 Wouldft thou have Joy or Sorrow ? Good or Evil? ftop
b _;F,v and before thou goelt any further, make me this Promife,as
clore the Lord, [ Zhat thou Wilt not wilfally reiff the light yand
that thoxwily choofe,and pr:fmtl], and re/ulwdlj choofe that part .

" that thy confeience all tell thee #pom certain eVIAENce,ss the Beft. ]

Promife but this , which no_man of Reafon fhould rcfnfeé ;
: 2 St “L = ? - 3 an 2t
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and then we may make fomething of our debate.

My fecond Queltionis, [ Whoir i thar ball be Trdge between
ws in this debate 2 or whfe witnefs it s that yon will take for
crrrant?] ] Zk

Tam willing to ftand to the Fadgement of any that wnderffand
the cafe, andare smpartial. 1 hope you will confent that we
fhall take the moft comperent witneffesand Judge. And if fo,
1. You know that the Dewil is no competent $udge. Itis be
that perfiwadeth you that prefent delights are ihe berzer part, and
rather to be chofen thena Holylife. ~ But be is Gods enemy, and
therefore no wonderif he fpeak againft him : He is yomr deadly
enemy 5 and therefore no wonder if he would deceive you: He
s caft out of heaven himfelf, and would not have yox pofiefsthe
room that he hathloft : He isa wicked lying fpirit : and there-
fore is not to be believed. He is a murderer from the be-
ginning, and therefore will not fpeak for your falvation, 75,
8. 44. If the Devilbe to be believed, then noeneare wifer then
the ungodly fenfual worldly men ; and nonearein a worfe con-

dition then thofe thar are defpifed by the world for Holinefs, -

and that fuffer all things for a Lifeunfeen.- But the enmity
that is planted in your very natures againft the Dewsl, I hope,
will help you to confefs, that e muft notbe the Judge. .

2. Anderuly Igmorant ungodly men are unmeet fudges. And
itisthey that bawle againft Religion,and fpeak againft they know
not what, 1. They-are B/ind by nature, and more blind by
euftomary fin : And muft a Bl/ind man be your Judge or wit-
nefs, in acafe of everlafting moment ? 2. They are uwexperi-
encedin the ways of God.  How can they judge of aftatethar
they were never in, and of a way that they never wens 2 They
newver tryed the work of the new birth, nor sever tryed the holy
exercife'of faith, or Love or any Grace; and therefore you may
as well rake the Judgement of a fimple man concerning another

- countrey that was never there, or concerning Navigation, that .
b

never was at fea,or concerning Learning that never read a book,
-or concerning Mufick that never toucht anInftrument, as the
Judgement of an unfan&ified man concerning Holinefs, and
Communion with God : unlefs it be thofe that have a common

convincing light, that caufeth them to approve of thar which .

~they neglect themfelves. : 3 %
3. And cectainly your own fenfuality and flefbly minds “E'-u“n .

Judges

e
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Judges of ¢lie cafe: Yortheyalfo are Blind and unexperienced :
- They are not fuited unto fpiritual things.  To which I'mayadd,

3. That they and all ungodly men are Partial in the calc, and
therefote unfit to be witneffes,or Judges? All the Scripture fpeaks
againft the Devil, and the wicked, and the lufts of the fleth : and
thereforethey are 2 parry; even the patrty that 15.t0 be-ejected.
4. Yeathey are enemies, and thereforetheir teltimony or judge-
ment is not to be regarded. And what elfe will fpeakaword againft
a Holylife, but the Dewil; the flefp and wicked men? Not any.
: And therefore let it be coneluded that thefe are.ineompstent
Judges in the cafe. :

But whe then foall be §ndge ? Let God be Judge, let Chriff be
Judge 5 Who can, who dare refufe this fndge ¢ Refufe himnot :
for nonebut heis fit and competent: Refufe himnot 5 for he
will be Judge whether you witl or na 5 and therefore your refu-
fal will be vain, 1. He is: moft wife, and knoweth all things:
and therefore cannot be deceived. 2. Heis Znfinitely Good, and
therefore cannot do any wrong : He isimparrial and refpecteth
not the perfons of the greateft 3 He is moff ju/b, and therefore
cannot pafs an unjuft fentence. . 3. He only is the Judge that hath
fall anthority to make a final decifion of the cafe, 4. And ina
word, he.is {0 abfolutely perfect, thathe is lyable to no jult exr
ceptions, nor can men or Devils.have any thtgg to fay againft .
his judgement. ~Are youagreed then that God fhall be your
Judge ? Willyou take that for the betrer part, wl_ngh be ealls ber.
er ? If fo, the controverfieisatanend. Theliving God bath
given us his judgement long ago.. If you ask me, Where , Ile
tell youanon, when I bave cxamined fome of the wisneffes of the
cafe, ,, o

And thoughTamrefolved to oWn no proper firial Judge but
God, yerunder him thereare many witneffes that are worth the
hearing. IndeedIam contentto refer the caufe to any ugethar.
doth but k#ow what he [4ith, and is no anfaithful, (refervisgto
God the final judgement.) e

And 1. Go to the wifeff men on carth, and ket shem be wit-
neffes. Wehat chink you of all the Prophets and Apoftles,and of
all the antient Fathers of the Church ? Were not thefe men
wifer then you, or then the fottifh fcorners that revile the ways
which they never went, and fpeak evil of that which tl_ley und_cr-
ftand not? 1€ Prophets and Apefiles were not for Heline[s againtt

. &
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apply worldly life, then Twill be of your mind. But if theY
all as with one heart and mouthdo ery down fin,and cry up Ho™
linefs,why fhould youthen refufe theirTeftimony ? Are you witer
then all thefe? ‘ : 2%
5. What think you of all the godly able Miriftérs of Chrift
that are #ow alive, OF ever were 27 Are they not wifer then yow,
anda fewdrunkards that have fearce wit énough to do the Devils
fervice without fuch fottifhnefs as fhames his caufe ? Have none
of Chrifts Minifters, that fpend their daysin ftudying and fearch-
ing after knowledge, more wit even in the matters of God, then
* acarnal Gentleman, or ignorant malicious wretch, that never
ufed the means for Knowledge as thefe have done ¢ ‘Inany other
matter you will allow men that have made it the fiudy of their
lives to know more then you.If you want counfel for your Jates,
you®l go to one that hath fadsed the Law. If you are fick, you
will fooner feek advice of onethat hath made it the: bufinefs of
_“hislife to underftand difeafes and remedies, then ro one that
never @tudied it.  You’l fooner rake the judgement of every
tradefeman in his trade, then your ews or anothers that never
Tearned it. Allow but thofe mento be competent witneffes cthat
‘have bent their thoughts and prayers and cares this way, and
‘the controverfie is refolved. For whatisit that all our Sermons
plead for but Holine[sin order to Everlafiing Happinefs ¥ What s
it that fo many thoufand Books are written for but for Holinefs® -
~Open the Books of the wifeft men,and fee which fide it is that
they are on ? Go to the wifeft ablelt Minifters, and aske them
‘which is the Bett?’ f%art?‘- : l ’h :
< 3. If Wifdom fuffice not, let t € beft and honefteft men be wit- -
‘peffes.~ Who berter then Chrift, thefhis Apofﬁcf, then EH' the
holy Martyrs and Confeffors of the Church, and all the Do-
¢&ors and faithful Minifters of Chrift? which fide thinkyou were
they on that laid down their lives for the caufe of Chrift?{ure they
that would ratherburn ac a ftake, or fuffer all the fcorns and tor-
“ments of the world, then forfake a Holy heavenly life, did take it
-to bebetter then all the pleafuresor profits of the world. Sure
all the holy Do&ors and Paftors of the Church that lived fo Holy
> lives themfelves, and fpent their daysin Praying, and watching, -
and meditating, and preparing for the life to come, contemning
all the vanities of theworld, did think that this was the Better

Quz L s e,
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part, which they followed after with fo much diligence and patis
- ence as they did.
‘Hear me a few words, you proud and felf-conceited finners,
~ that will plead for your ungodly ways, and plead againft a holy
life, and quarrel wich the moft faichful adminiftrations of your
Paftors : Ttisa matter of Everlafting moment that yox and we do
differ about : and which of us is liker to be in the right ? I con-
fels T ama weak and ignorant man ; but is the fotuth ungodly
quarreller any wifer then Iam ? How cameft thouman to thy
knowledge, that thou thinkeft thy felf wifer chen me, and all the
Paftorsof the Church? My Knowledge that is but licle, hath coft
me almoft forty years hard ftudy? Haft thou read and medita-
ted and ftudied more ? Hadft thou better helps and means of
Knowledge? God ufually giveth his gifts in the painful ufe of
means. If Ifhould think my felf wiferin thy trade, and able to
control thee, thou wouldft judge me a felf-conceited fool. What
baft thou done for thy knowledge that I have not done ? Haft
thou prayed for it day and night ? So have I. . Haft thou had
any private way of Learning that no man knoweth ? Truly I
have marvelled at the faces of many ignorant carelefs men, thae
they do not blufh when we have thus expoftulated with them,
when they quarrel wich their Teachers, and fet againft them with
asbrazen a face as if they wereall Do&ors, or had ftudied forty
years, and we were as theyare : Yeaasif they were wifer then
" all the Apoftles, Do&orsand Paftorsof the Church. Were it not
a wonder indeedif God fhould give more knowledge about the
matters of falvation toa fenfual voluptuous Gentleman, or to
anidle droan, or afellowthat fcarce ever read over the Bible,
and to fuch as live a worldly flefhly and ungodly life, then to all
‘his Minifters and Servants that love his Laws, and meditate in
them day and night, and live in Prayer, and other holy exer-
cifes, and make it their daily care and bufinefs, to conform
their hearts and lives to the holy Do&rine which they fludy ?
Surely God will fooner reveal his mind to a diligens [eareher,, that
Jearethand loyerh hins, then to a lufiful Epicnre, or adrunken,
' W‘“-!mhg,\_ worldly for. He that every day abufeth the Holy
Ghaft that fhoul be his Teacher, is not fo likely to come to
Knowledg_e' as be‘thal’bényﬁglm,-m;b and béljﬁb him. It is a
ftrange evidence that moft wicked men do giveus to prove them-
fclves wifer then their Teachérs i when chey can fearce give usa

wife
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wife account of the Principles of Religion eontained ina Cate-
chifm, they will prove themfelves wife by defpifing wifdoms, and
railing ac the Wife. They prove themfelves Learmed by re-
proaching the learned: They prove themfelves godly enough to
be faved, by hatingand feorning them that are Godly ; and prove
themfelves the fervants of Chrift by fpeaking againft his fer-
vice 3 They prove themlelves wifeenough to Z%ach or quarred
with their Teachers, by refafing to Lears,and to be any wifer,
and by babling out their finfull folly. And when they have
done, they prove that their hearts for all this are s good as the
precifeft, by prating againft that FHolinefs which is the only health -
and goodnefs of the heart, and by fhewing us to our grief thae
they neither know what Goodnefs is, nor what is in their bearts.
They prove to us that they have Hopes for all this, of being - -
faved and feeing the face of God, by hating them thar are

Pure in beart, that have the promife of fecing his face, Aar. 8. - ;
and by reviling or forfaking the way of falvation, and by fhew-

ingus on their fouls the open Marks of the wrath of God,and
of a ftate of condemnation. This is the Devils Logick. - And - 3

thisis the wifdom of the wicked. They may next go further,
and prove that they are chaffe by reviling: chafity ; and -

prove that they are fober by fpeaking againft fobriety , and
by wallowing in their vomit: or prove thatthey know allares
and trades, and fciences by reviling them: And as they now :
Prove that they are the freemen of Chrift, by thewing us the De=- - |
Vils fetters upon them, fo if they hold out,they willfhortly have Q
nothing to prove themfelves in Heaven, but by fhewing us the - ;
flames of Hell which they endure. ISEH : \

« If cherefore all the Ho/jeft and wifeft mien on earth may b_e’{l'
mirted to be witneffes, then Hulimefs muft be your Bef,and all
things elfe be noching worth in comparifon of it. -

- 5 Moreover, if yet you would have more witnefs, fhall thofe
be heard that have tryed 4oty fates the ftate of Sin, and the
Rate of Haline/s? andthat have gone bothwayes ; and therefore
are able to fpeak to usby experienced T

If you were to take advice about any worldly bufinefs, you
would choofea man of Experience for your Counfellor y a0 ex |
Perienced Phyficion for your bodies : and an experienced Tradef-

man for your work. You will fooner believe a Traveller that -

Math foenthe places that he fpeaks of, ( if e behoneft): ;g;“ 2

-
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. another ; godly men have tryed both wayes.  Alas they have
‘known, and.¢oe mach known the way of fin ; and they have tryed

the Holy way that you diflike. - Ithink therefore that they are
competent Witneffes : And if their witnefs be worth any thing;
the caufemuft go againft theungodly. Forrheir Livestell you
their Judgement; Their hatred to fin, their diligent fecking
after God, their.conftant endeavours in a Holy courfe, their fuf-
fering any thing rather then forfake this Holy way, when once
they have fincerely chofen it; all thele do fully acquaint you
with their judgement. Do you thinkit s for Nezhing that the holy
fervants of the Lord, do ftick fo clofe to him, and Iabour fo
conftantly in hiswork 2 furely if they hadnot found thac this
way is beyond comparifon the beft, you might draw them from
it, intoaftate of ungodlinefs again ; atleaft fire and fword and
torment might perfwade them to forfake it. Something he
findeth init that is good, that will let go his life andall the
world for it, ;
What fay you now ! have youany jult exceptions againft
the teftimony of thefe Expericnced men? The uugodly cannotbe .
competent witnefles ; for they have njyed bu;:-o_m_:_ﬁd: : lrh.?YT
have had experience of a prophane,a flefbly, wor laly life : but they.
never et tryeda Holylife.  And therefore ho‘w thould they be
fit to tell you, what Goodis in the way of God, which they
never travelled in? Or what Gainisia the Heavenly Treafure,
which they never traded for? Or what Beauty 15 4n the face
of Chrift and Glory, which they never had aneye of faith to
fee? Or what fweetnefs is in the Hidden Manna, which they

- never tafted? If you fay that many that have tryed the way of

Godlinefs , bave turned fromit,and are againft it! I befeeeh you

WE] hm aniwer. - Eies e EoRty IO IOk oS IR © s ’,:.1.
f It isYho:Io;ié\of 4 bundred that doth {o,no not in thefe apoffa-

tizing times,when all feducers are let loofe. And is one mans judge-

ment more regardable then a bundred , yea, mary hﬂnﬁro’;lr:
~.2.Nay,itisno Oe at all ! Thofe that you (a3 tprg igrﬁe oF
only fuch as tryed an Opinionative Religivufref$ s 20 o s
the Ostward duties-of Chriftianity, but they never trye o
POWE?‘O{-Q{;'@",‘H(E‘KQP;@ fﬁl«tb, nor ‘[hc.pﬂdomiﬂﬂﬂt Love Of_Ga 8
the foul, nora Zivixg Hope of the Heavenly Glory,00¢ the fweet
nefs of a Heawenly life 3 nor the mors;fication of the flefply intereft,
which
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which thefefew Apoftates nevertryed ; though fome of them

have had fome acquired counterfeits of them, and fome good
gifts of common grace, and think :that none had more then
they had. A

« Sinner, Ibefeech thee for the Lords fake, deal faithfully with
thy poor foul, when all lies at the ftake. Wilt thou take the

judgement of a {waggering Gallant, or a fcoffing, worldly or

ungodly Sot, that none of them ever truly tried a ftate of Holi-
nels: And wilt thourefufe the judgement of God, and of 4//
his [ervames that haverryedis? Go toany Godly man, and ask
him whieh of thefe wayes he hath found by experience to be
beft ? and hear what he will fay to thee ? He will be athamed
to hear thee make a Queftion of it. He will rell thee [ A/as
friend, I was once deceived by [in, and deceived with the pleafures
of my flefb, andthe glitrering glory and riches of this world, a
Jou archow ! I once Was a_[iranger tothe life of faith , and the
Hopesof Heaven, and the Haliuefr of the Saints. But it was by
the mecy delufion of the Devil, and it Was the frait of the blind-
nefsyand deadnefs of my beart. I knewmor whas 1did, nor where

1 ftood, mor What Ichefe, mor what I fet light by ! I never well

confidered of the matter, but carelefly followed the [way of my
flefbly inclination and defires ! Butnow I [eee I was the Devils
flave , and my Pleafnres were my fetters, andmy own corrupe af=
fettions were my bondage , and Inow findthat I didbut delnde my
fonl I got mothing by all thar the world did for me,but provifion
for my after-forrows: I had been now in Torments if Ihad bus dyed
in that condition. I wonld not be again in the cafe that 1 was
in for all this world, or athonfand fuch worlds ! That life that
once Tthought the befF, bath coft medear, eventhe breaking of my
heart : and a thoufand thoufand fold dearer wonld have coft me,
if the deareft blood, and recovering Grace of my deareft Lord had
bad not prevemtedit. O had T wot been unfpeakably beholden to
the Mercy of the Lord, even to that Mercy which I then made
Lightof , I h:d been undone forever 5 1had been laid under Ever-
Lafting. defperation before this. Now I find that there is no life
fo [weet as that WhichI then was fo loth to choofe ! Now it is
myonlygrief that Iwa boly o fooner, and can be no more Holy
then I am, O that I hadmore of that quickning comforting , faving
Grace I Qthat I Were {wrther from my former finful flzbly fate?
O that I'conld get nearer Gody thongh I parted with all the pre-
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ferity of this world ! I wow find what I loft by my continning in
finfolong + bur then I knew itmot. O friend, as you love your
(oul, take Warning by me, and make ufe of my experience, and give
#p your [elf 1o God betimes ! ] This, or to thispurpofe, wouldthe
anfwer of anexperienced perfonbe, if you fhould ask Lim, Which
is the besrer way ¢ X
But if youfay, that thus we wonld be onr [clves the Fudges, and
bring the matter into onr own bands , 1 anfwer you, 1. Itiscrue,
we would be onr [elyes your Helpers, and do the beff we conld for
your falvation : Andif you will neither belp your [elves, nox
sive us leave to help you, take what you gec by 1t ; we have done.
our part. : v
But, 2. T will notyet fo part with you. I will further make
you thisreafonable offer. 1demand of thee, whoever thou art
that Readefi thefe words, Whether thon know of any manonearth
that thon thinke[F to be a wifer man thes thy [elf ? 1f not,thou art
fo like the Devil in Pride, that no wonder if thou be near him in
malignity and mifery. If thou do know of any wifer thenthy felf 5.
go withme, or withfome faichful Minifter ro that man, andask
him, Whesher a diligent boly life, be not mush Better then any other
life on earth ? and 1f he do not fay as / faybere, and as Chrift
faithin my Text, that [ the godly choofe the betterpart ] or elfeif
Iprove him not a very fot before thy face, I will give theeleaveto -
brand my underftanding in thy efteem, with the notes of infamy -
and contempt. ;
Yea more then fo, T will allow thee to go to one that differeth
from me in the way of his Religion: Ask an Anabaptift, it thon
think him more impartial, whether 4 Holy and Heaverly hear
and life be not the beft ? and try whether be will not fayasIdo.
Ask chofe that you call Epifeopal ; or Presbyterian, or Independ-
ents, or Separatiffs : Ask an Arminian, orone of the contrary
mind : Yea aska PupifF,and fee whether be will not fayas I do?
* Itistroe, they are every one of themof minds fomewhat diffe-
rent about fome paints in the order and manwer of their feeking
God. But allof them,that arebut fober wen, will eonfels as with
One mouth that God fhonld be loved above all,and foughs and ferved
abeve all, and that all thould live a Holy , Dibigent , Heavenly
hfe. : : gk
fz. But vet if all this will not fatisfie you, I will come yet low-
&1« Who is it that you would bave to be Judge or Witnefsin tf!;is_
' ’ : / cate?
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 cafe? Is it thy malignant , or worldly , or dranken, and urgodly

friend ? Iam contented that the cafe be referred ewen to bim, and
to a4 many of them as thou wilt, upon condition that he wili bue

firft Try the way that heis to judge of. Let himbut make anzn.

feigned tryal of alife of Holy Fasth , and Love , and Obedience ,
and Self-denyal, as long asThaye done , and we will receive his
Teftimony : Nay more, let him thus try a life of Ho/ine/s , (in-
wardly and outwardly ) but one year, yea or but one moneth,
orday, or hour, and we will take his Teftimony : But to be
judged by amaninamatter of falvation, that fpeaks of what
Be mever knew nor tryed ome bomr , but fpeaks againft he knows
not what, this is a motion too bad to be made to a very
Bedlam.

6. If yet youare not refolved which is the Betzer parr and
w ay, to whom do you defire to referrit ? Shall Hearhens, fews ,
and nfidels be Judges ? Why if they be, they will give the caufe
againftyou. Zewsand moff of the Heathen world do profefs to
believea life to come, where fomeare happy and fome are mifer-
able ; and they commonly profefs that all men thould obey their
Maker, and make it their chiefeft care and labour in thislife, to be
happy in she next: Hearhens will confefs this. Andyetl fuppofe

you will eafily confefs that thefe men are none of the fitteft

Judges. The way to Life by Jefus Chrift rhey do notunderftand:
But that the wor/d is vanity, and nothing to be preferred before
our happinefs in the world to come, thisthey will commonly ac-
knowledge. Andif the Zives of the moft of them contradict this
profeffion, yet ftill they are forced to confefs the truth: ard
" truthis not thelefs truth | becaufe they that confefs it will not
obeyit. Nay what greater teftimony can you wifh to filence
your unbelieving thoughts, then the witnefles of the enemics of
truth, who as they condemn themfelves by bearing witnesto
that which they refafe to pradife , fo fhall their witnels aggra-
vate your condemnation, if you will live belowir. Whar,are
you Chriftians 2 and yet refufe to come up in your choice and
lives to the do&rine of Heathensand Infidels ?

7. 1 know you will think atleaft chat shsfe Hereticks that are
daily here bawling againft us, will not be partial on our fide :
'you think that this Dotrine is contrived by us for any ends afld
snterefts of our own, hearken then to our enemies. Thefe railing
Raakers that can fearce tell how to fpeak aword of the Mint-
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fers of Chrift, but what is the fpawn of venemous, fiery, bitter
maliee, do for all this cry up Holine/s of life.. Though they cor-
rupt the do@rine of Chrift fo odioufly , and fpeak like Heathens
in many of theirextafics and writings , yet do they openly cry
down your fenfual worldly wayes. Do you not hear how they
tail at us for your fakes that are vicious and ungodly , and tell us
that yoware the fruit and fhameof our Miniftry ? Though thefe
words bethe fruiz and ffume of their malicious Herefie ( for all
the world may know thatit is our daily work to procure your
Converfion, and that you keep your fins, and refufea holy hea-
venly life, in defpight of us ) yer I muft tell you, -that thefe
wretehes {hall condemnyou. ~ The fireets and Congregations
have heard them cry out againft your ungodly lives : and yet
you will not turnto God. Muft goodand bad, muft Minifters
and raging Hereticks givein their teftimony againft you , and yet

will you not be fatisfied and come in ? :
8. If yet you know not the betrer part, to whom will you ap-
peil 2 Will you go to the Mulritude and put it to the vote , not
only among Chriftians, but throughout the world 2 Truly there
is no great reafon for this, when moft men are fo blind and wic-
ked : butyetif youfhould, they would go againft you,twenty,
if not an hundred to One. I know well enough that when it comes
t0 praétice , they will not Jive a holy Life , and fhew thereby a
root of bitternefs : But if you ask them what their judgement is,
Whether God or the world , whethef Heavenor earth , whether
Holine[s ox inbe beft and to be chsfen, moft men are againfk you,
and would giveit you as their judgement under their hands, thae
God and everlafting life fhould be firft fought : Though by this
Confe[fion they condemn themfelves, yetisit their Confefsion. AS
I told you before, the Zews are for this do&rine ; the Z'urks and
other Mahometans are for it ; moff of the Heathen worldis fole,
doitrinally, though they will wor pradtice it : Only there are.
three forts againftitin the world, that ever I heard of. Owe for#
are the Carnibals that eat mens flefh, and go naked, and live like
bealls, and never heard of another life ; and fome fuch favages
asthey. Another fort is afew of the Heathen Philofophers and
and theirfollowers , that differ in this from /L the reff. A third
fort ishereand there a debanched apoffate , that by the righteous
judgement of God are fo far forfaken by his Grace, for their
pride and falfhood againft the truch, chat they have loft the t;_e-f
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lief of aLife tocome, and live under thevifible plagues of God

upon their fouls, as men that have fipned wilfully againft the .

truch, and bave somore facrifice for fin, but a fearful looking for

of judgement and fire that fball devour the adver[ary ; Heb.6.6, 7.

& 10. 26, and are near the flate of the Deyils themfelves , that
are referved in the chains of fpiritual darknefs to the judgement
of thegreat day, fade 6. Fsb21.30. And will you take the
judgement of here and therea forlorn wretch, a deplorate apo-
ftate, an Epicure, or a Countrey of inhumane Cannibals, before
the judgement of the moft wife and godly, and of almoft all.the
world ? What excellency hath the underflanding of thefe fingu~
lar men, that it fhould be fo valued above all others ? You know
Partly in this place, who they be that are of this Opinion: And
1s their Number, or Wifdom., or Converfation fuch as (hould
move you to be of their Opinion 2 Shall half a dozen: defperate
apoftates of ungodly lives, feem wifer to you then all the world »
And yet I am perfwaded thatif you go to any even of thefe few
apoftates, whatever they think,, they will confefs that a Holy life
# beff : And yet bave you not witnefs enough againft
you ? : :
9. Who then fhall be the Judge ? Shall we appeal to the very
T hings themfelves , and to the daily experience of the world 2
You fee that worldlings labour for the wind. You fee that all
their care and pains will not avoid the firoak of death , that
turneth the proudeft flethinto a clod , and maketh dirt of the
greateft Prince. You feethat wealth and honour do but mock
men, and leave them in the grave , to darknefs and corruption..
And when you are fure that this will be the upthot of all your
flefhly pleafure and worldly gains, are you not fatisfied paft
all doubt, that the fmalleft hopes or poffibility of ano-
t-ger? life fhould be fought with far more cafe then
this
“10, If noneof thefe witneffes be regarded by thee, I know
not whom to appeal to, but #hy fe/f ! And' wilt thou needs thy:
felf decide the cafe 2 Haft thou knowledge and experience, ho-
nefly, and impartiality eneughto fit thee to be judge : 1f thom
-hadft, thow would ft make no doubr of it, but have been refolved

for Heaven and Holinefs ere this. Thy mnrefolvednefs proves:

‘thee blind and partial, and very much forfaken by the fpirit of

light : 10uld fi udge? ! , 1 will much
lg:t énd fhould fucha onebc.]ﬁéié?.Butgazo R ferte
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referre thy cafeto thy felf (referving ftill the final judgement to
the Lord ) upon thefe juft and refonabl conditions..
1. Wilt thou firft thy felf but ufe thofe neeeffary means for

' knowledge, in Reading, Fafting, Praying, Watching Meditation,

Conference with the wife,and {uch like, asall thofe do that come
to ripe and faving Knowledge ? If Ireferr my bealthto theeas
my Phyficion, thou muft not refufe to try my pulfe, and fee my
urine,-and ufe the means to find ouc the difeafe. Wouldlt
thou be my Lawyer, and refufe to read my Evidences, and ftudy
my cafe? And wilt thon needs be judge thy felf of the matters of
thine own felicity or mifery, and yet refufe to read and hear and
pray and meditate, and ufe the neceffary means of underftand-

_ing? Wilt thou lieinbed and work out thy {alvation? Wiltthou

make ufe of no ones eyes but thy own, and yee wilt thou wink
ordraw the Curtains, or fhut the windows, and caft away thy
fpe&acles,and neither come into the funfhine, nor ufe a candle ?
This is but to fay, ywill willfully condemn my fonl, and none fhall
hinder me. oy

2. But yetanother conditionI muft propofe. If chou wilc but
( as 1 faid before of others ) a while make Z7yal of a hely life,
and try inthy felf what Fasth,and Hope,and Charity are, and
try what felfdenyal is, Twill then referr the matter to thy felf.
Go back from Godif thou find any Reafon for it : and turn
from Chrift and Heavenand Holinefs if thou do not like them.
Buct if thou wilt needs be the judge, and wilt not be perfwaded to
sy therhing, thouarta partial felf-deceiving judge.

3. Batif this much cannot be obtained, at leaft be Confide-
rate inthy judging.  If thou wilc but take thy felf afide from

~the noife of worldly vanities and deceits, and commune feri-

oufly with thy hearc, and bethink thee as before the Lord, and
as one that knows he muft fhortly dye, Whether Heaven or
Earth thould be fought moft carefully, and Whether God or,
«thy Aeth thould be ferved moft refolvedly and diligently 5 and if
 thou wilt but dwell fo long upon thefe manlike thoughts till they

- aredigefted and Truth have time tofhew its face, I dare then

feave the queftion tothy felf. The next time that the Sermon or
any 2fflicion comes near thee and awakeneth thy Confcience, do -
but withdraw thy felfinto fecret, and foberly bethink thee of the
matter, what hopes thow haft from the world, and what thou maiff
bave from God ; what Timeis, and what Erernity is,and give buc
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Confeience leaveto fpeak, and then I will venture the iffue upon
thy Confejence s Tor theel mean,though Imuf ftick to a berrer
~ judgemy felf.  Doth not Confcience fometime tell thee, that the
Holyeft perfons are the wifeft, and that thy labour is liker ac Jaft
tobe loft and repented of, than theirs? Doth not Confeience
fomerime make thee with that thou wert butin as fafe a cafe as
they : and that thou mighteftbut die the death of the Righteous
and that thy laft end might be as theirs ? :

4. But if allthis will ot ferve the turn,thou ez e Fudee
thy felf : but it fhall be when thon art more capable of judginzf,
If God by Grace fhall Change thy heart, I will fland to thy
Judgement : If he do wor, when thy gracelefs guiley foul fhail
pafs out of thy pampered dirty fleth, and appear before the
dreadful God, I will then leave the cafe to thy Confcience to
judge of. Toall Eferniry it thall be partly Jeft tothe jndgement
of thy Confeience, whether fin or Holine[s be better ? and wheher
Saints OF carele[s finners were the wifer 2 and whether it had no
been be ter for thee to have fpent thatlife in preparing for thy
Eadlefs life, which thou fpentf in {lightingit; and caring for the
world and fiefh, Then thou fhalc be Judge thy felfof thefe mac-
ters: but xnder a more fevere and righteous judge : And fo
as fhall make thy tearing heart to wifh with manya thoufand

groans, that thou hadi} judged wifelier in time.

>

But becaufe chat Judgement will be to delperation, and too i
late for hope or any help,let Confcience fpeak when thou lyeft fick, -

and feeflt that thou arta dying man! Then judge thy felf whether
a Holy or a worldly lifebe better ? and whether it had not been
thy wifer courfe to have fowed to the fpirit, that fo thou maift
reap everlafting life, then to have fowed to the fleth, from-which
thou now lookf: to reap no better then corruption. * Bewnot de-
ceived : ‘Godis not macked : whatfoever « man foweth, that
fhall healfo reap, Gal.6.6,7.

- But becaufe it will be very late to ftay till thy own Deathdraw -
fo neer thee, go butto thy neighbonrs thatliein ficknefs, looking +
for the firoak of death ; Yea to thy companions infimand folly, -
and ask them then whichway is better 7. Ask them then whichis
the berrer part 2 Whether now they-bad: rather be the Holyeft
Saints, or fuch as they havebeen ? Whether now they ‘had ot -

Ea;h_:r they had fpent their.time in the mofk «careful i feeking for
Sverlafting life, thenin doing as they havedone ?: Sayrothyold

companion i

-
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Companion now , [ *“Brother, I fee you are near your end ! the
. mortalftroak of deathiscoming ! youare now leaving all the
¢ pleafures of this world : 1 pray you tell me now your Judge-
¢ ment, whethet mirth, and fporc, and feafting,and drinking,and
*“ wealth, and honour be more to be fought then life eternal? and
¢ whether Hearing and Reading the word of God, and Praying,
* and meditating;and flying from fin, be asbad oras needlefsa
‘ thing as we have formerly takenit to be?Had you rather appear
“ before the Lord in the eafe of thofe that we derided as Paritans
*“ardtoo precife for making fucha doe about falvation, or in the
““ cafe that you and I havelived in? 7] Ask buc this Queftion to
thy old companions,and try whether the Confeiences of almoft
all that approachtheir end, do not bear witnefs againft ungod-
linefs, and do not juftifie the holy diligence of the Saints. It
is but two days fince a poor drunkard of a neighbonr Pa-
rith, being ready to pafs out of this world, did fend hicher
( andto other Parifhes ) in the terrours of his fou!, to defire
our Congregations to take warning by bim, and to frive with
God sf poffible, for [ome mevey for bis fonl, that was paffing -
3n terrosrs into another world, becanfe of the guilt of his edions
(7N .
I.. \:‘}ell firs, I have gone along withyou to all the ‘creatures in
this world, that have any fitnels to judge in this cafe : and if all
thefe will not ferve, we muft go to anothér world for Judgement,
or ftay till you come there. + 0 0 L :
11.And really do you thinkif we could fpeak with Ange/sor
departed Souls, that they would not confent with God and all Be-

~liewers in their Teftimony ? O how they would rebuke their

madnefs, that'make wny dowbr of fo great; fo plain, fo fure a
trath, as this of the” neceflity and the excellency of a Holy
life. None are fo fully refolved of this queftion as they that °
have tafted the End of both,and paft the righteous judgement
of the Lord. ' They that arefeeling the anguith of their Con-
feiences, and the tormenting difpleafure of Almighty God,"are
_ﬁ!t.iﬁ_ﬁfed by chis time : ‘whether the Godly or ungodly were the
Wifer men, and whether fandity or fenfuality were the Bester
courfe? Theythatare rejoycing with Chrift in'Glory, are fatis-
fied perfectly of this queRtion, and are far from repenting of their
choice.. Zuk/16. Chrift tells you enough, inthe cafe of the Rich’
manand Lazarusshowmen judge in the lifeto come. -
BQiL (102 > 12, But
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12. Butif all thefe witnefles will not ferve you, what fhall we- ,
fay ro you? Whom will you choofe to be your Coufelior ? There ’
is none left that Iremember, unlefs you will go the Devi/ far ad-
vice, Butagainit this I have told you enough before. Will e fpeak
for Halinefsthat is a fpirit of mncleanne(s , and will he fhew chee
Heaver thatlaboureth purpofely to bidzit from thee,till thou have
loft it?Qr will he let thee fee the odioufnefs and danger of thy fin, )
when it is the fnare and bait by which he hopeth to yndo thee;But {
yet for all this,let metell thee, that thou mayft learn even from
the Tempting Exewy himfelf, the Truth of that which I am now
aflerting.  For as the Devil himfelf believeth ir, when he per-
{wadeth thee not to believeit ; fo the very marureand manner of
hisT emptations,may help thee to perceive that Heswenis attaina-
ble, and Ho/sne[s is the only way. Would he make fo much ado

aboutit, to keep thee from thi believing it, and feeking ic, if 4
there were nota Heaven for thee to find 2 why is he fo eager o '
draw thee unto fin, if fin be not barsful to thee ? Doft thon noc

feelthe importunity of his Temptations 7 Its eafie to obferve # l’

them. Why is he fo much much againft a Holy do&rine, and a
Holy life,and a Holy people, if it were not that he knows the Ne-
ceflicy and worth of Holinefs for thy good 2 The attions of a
Knowing Enemy, may do very much to acquaint us with the
truth. Befides this, he hath oft appeared in bodily fhapes (as
Iam able to prove by undenyable evidence;) fometime to en-
tice men to fin, and fometime to be Gods executioner to afitic
them for it, and fometime to make a Covenant with witches and
Conjurers for their fouls, as many a hundred of them have con-
fefled at their death.  And why fhould he be fo defirous of thy
foul, if thouhad@t noneto lofe? orfo defirous to deceive thee,
-and deprive thee of falvation, if there were none for thee to
lofe? and if this were not the chief coneernment of thy foul,
why fhould thy chief enemy fo mucleregard is ? Thou feeft that
heis not fo careful to deprive thee of thy flefhly pleafure ; He
careth not how much thou haft of this : The more the glutcon s
pleafed with his chear, and the more the drunkard delightcth in
his cups, and the more the fornicator is pleafed in his filthinefs,
and every voluptuous perfonin his voluptuonfnefs, the Deyil is
‘Pleafed fo much the more. - He cares not if thou have al} che
Kingdoms of the world, if he can deprive thee of the Everlafi-
g Kingdom ; Nor will he grudge thee the glory and honour I(x)f
s soos s 2
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the world , if he canbut keep thee from the heavenly Glory.
He will allow thee the Hypocrites Reward, which is the applaule
of men, if he can but keep thee from the Saints Reward , which.
is the favour of God. He cares not how much of thy Good.
things thou haft here , if he can deprive thee of the Everlafting
Good. Itis hisdefire that thou have thy Portien in this life, that
thou mayft mifs of the Believers Portionin the nexr. Certainly
the Devil himfelf by his Temptations, Apparitions, and Con-
traéts, doth plainly tellus of alifeto come, and what itis that

conduceth moft to our Good or Hure, our Joy er Torment; and.
eonfequently teacheth s what to €haofe, by tempting us {0 palpa..

bly and eagerly to refufeir..

"Youfee now whata Jury of Witnefles T have broughtin, to.

teftifie which is the Bezser part : The Devil and the wicked are

added to the reft, becaufe youwill hear no berter witneffes..

if you will, hereare enow whofe teftimonies are unqueftion-
able. .

But when allis dene, itisthe Lord that is and will be Fxdge.
All thefe are but wiz#e[fes to difpofe thee to receive his fentence.

Thow art »o Believer, till the Authority of the Word of God,

will ferve.to fatisfie and refolve thee.

CHAP. IllL

Eull proof (in twentie Queries ) from Reafonis [elf thas

thereis a Life to come, and Holine[s 4 the way 034 5 and
the Bester Pars : Andthas the Gofpel is the certain word

of God (in fifteen Queries more ) wish Anfwers 10 the:

Infidels Objections.

A Nd by this time I come fomewhat nearer to the 7afide/, and
am ready to anfwer his fore-going Queftion, [ Where fralt
1 find the Fudgement or Teftimony of the Lord #] O, faith the

Unbeliever, if 7 were baur [nre that there were 4 life bereafrer 5.

where the godly and ] ;

4 ly and the wicked fball be differently Rewarded s a5t be
Scrip Zﬂc Speaks, then 1muft confefs be g;re no better tbm,ﬁ mad
manthat wonld prefer this world, or wilfnllylivein i and wonld

wot [eck Heaven with all his mighe ; and be as carneftin Holinefo Z:
she

.




