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the world , if he canbut keep thee from the heavenly Glory.
He will allow thee the Hypocrites Reward, which is the applaule
of men, if he can but keep thee from the Saints Reward , which.
is the favour of God. He cares not how much of thy Good.
things thou haft here , if he can deprive thee of the Everlafting
Good. Itis hisdefire that thou have thy Portien in this life, that
thou mayft mifs of the Believers Portionin the nexr. Certainly
the Devil himfelf by his Temptations, Apparitions, and Con-
traéts, doth plainly tellus of alifeto come, and what itis that

conduceth moft to our Good or Hure, our Joy er Torment; and.
eonfequently teacheth s what to €haofe, by tempting us {0 palpa..

bly and eagerly to refufeir..

"Youfee now whata Jury of Witnefles T have broughtin, to.

teftifie which is the Bezser part : The Devil and the wicked are

added to the reft, becaufe youwill hear no berter witneffes..

if you will, hereare enow whofe teftimonies are unqueftion-
able. .

But when allis dene, itisthe Lord that is and will be Fxdge.
All thefe are but wiz#e[fes to difpofe thee to receive his fentence.

Thow art »o Believer, till the Authority of the Word of God,

will ferve.to fatisfie and refolve thee.

CHAP. IllL

Eull proof (in twentie Queries ) from Reafonis [elf thas

thereis a Life to come, and Holine[s 4 the way 034 5 and
the Bester Pars : Andthas the Gofpel is the certain word

of God (in fifteen Queries more ) wish Anfwers 10 the:

Infidels Objections.

A Nd by this time I come fomewhat nearer to the 7afide/, and
am ready to anfwer his fore-going Queftion, [ Where fralt
1 find the Fudgement or Teftimony of the Lord #] O, faith the

Unbeliever, if 7 were baur [nre that there were 4 life bereafrer 5.

where the godly and ] ;

4 ly and the wicked fball be differently Rewarded s a5t be
Scrip Zﬂc Speaks, then 1muft confefs be g;re no better tbm,ﬁ mad
manthat wonld prefer this world, or wilfnllylivein i and wonld

wot [eck Heaven with all his mighe ; and be as carneftin Holinefo Z:
she

.
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the [Frifteft Saint ! Bur I am not fure that thisis true , and that
there is any fuch diffevence after death, to be expelled,
- Anfw. Alas poor wretch ! Are thou at that pafs / Haft thou
 fo far loft the Knowledge of God, and of thy felf, and of thy exd
and bnfinefs bere, and of the word and works of God , asto turn
worfe then few, ot Tark , or Heathen, even to think thy felf a
~beaft, that hath no life nor happiriefs but this ? If this be thy eafe,
I cannot now ftand todeal with thee according to thy neceffity.
Iam now dealing with them that confefs a Life hereafcer «

“And becaufe we cannot inall our writings repeat over the fame.

things | T defire thee to perufe what I have already written for
fuch as thee , inthe Second Part of Z'he Saints Reff , and in a
~Treatife called  The #nveafonablenc(s of Infidelity , and atpre-
fent take only fome brief adverrifments for thy convidtion.
I. And firft, whereas you fay you are mot [ure of a Life heve-
‘after , 1demand of you, Whether Jou are [ure that there is xo [uch
life 2 Lam [are you are nor. If youthink you are, ( which none
‘buca debauched man can think , that hath pue out the eye of NVa-
tural Light)let us hear your Prosf,and you fhall foon be told the
vanity of it. Butif yomare not fure that there is wo [uch life, then
I would know of you, Whether a Poffibility of [uch Everlafting
things deferve nor greater care and diligence then ssnfed by the
Holysft Saint onearsh ? You fay , You aie not (ure that there isa
Heaven for Saints. But whatif it prove trae , (as nothing more

zrae ) will you fit ftill, and lofe it for you know not what ? or for -

‘want of alittle care in feeking it 2 Youfay, 2ox know #ot whe-=
sher there be a Hell for ungodly men,or no : But whatif ic prove
true ( as certainly it will ) where are you then ? Will youven-
ture your felves upon the Poffibility of fuchan Endlefs Lofs and
Torment, which now you might on reafonable terms efcape 2
You will confefs thar a Poffibility of a Kingdom fhould be mqlge
regarded, thena Certainty of a pin orafeather : And a Poffibili-
ty of fome Tormenting “difeafe bue for twenty years, fhould
more carefully be ayoided then the Certain ftinging of a
WNertle, , :

- Raer. 2. Youfay, Yos ape o [rethat there is a life tocome !
But are you fure to continue the life you bave? Qr is 1t any great
matter that yon arecalled to lofe, for the obtaining of thatlife that
You are not [nre of 2 You kumomw the contrary, Or e4fily may do.

Youare fure that you have not longtobe here, Nothing more
~- A . fore
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Jfure then that you will fhortly die. Andyot are not fure butit
may beto morrow. And while youare here, it is nothing worth
the naming ( but what hath reference to another life) that you
o poffefs. What bave you to your flefh, but meat, and drink ,
and fleep, and luft, and fuch kind of beaftial delights * Whichic
is better be withowt, then have , if we could alfo be without the
need of them. Can you call thefe by the name of Happine[s
withour renouncing your Reafon and Experience # You fay,

Zos kxow nor what God will da for you hereafter : But you know
ou here : Even Nothing

what fin and the world will do for y '
but hold you in a tranfitory dream , and then difmifs you into
another life, as

rottennefs and dalt. If youwere mor certain of
long as you are moit certasn of the vanity.of this, dothnot Rea-

fon tell you, that a Poffible Everlafting Glory., {hould be prefer-
red before a Certain vanity ?/If you were not [ure to gerany
thing by Godand a Holy Life, yet aslongasyouare [#nre, even
as fureas you live, that you can Jofe nething by it thatis worth

the talking of, isnot the cafe then refolved , which way is the
Better ? 1f you fay, yon Ball lofe yonr flefbly pleafnres; 1 anfwer,
- The pleafare doth not counter=~

They are not worth-the having. ’
vail the rrouble s nomore then the delight of feratching (asI
faid before) doth eountervail the trouble of theitch. Modera-
gion and temperance is {weeter then excefs. If too muchbe bester
gthen enoxgh , and that which burteth natsve better-then that
which helperh iz, then [elf-deftroying and fighting againft your
bodily welfare, would be bef?. Is ot a temperate meal mote plea-
fant thena glurtonous furfet, that is worfe to the feeling of the
glutton the next day ? Is not common food that coiteth not
much, and kindleth no troublefom itch in a mans appetite, more
pleafant then enticing coftly dainties ? Is not fo much drink as
nature requireth, much better then that which makes the ftomack
fick, the brain witlefs , if notthe purle pennylefs , and breedeth
many noyfom difeafes to. the fleth , and hafteneth death, that
hafteth of it felf? By that time the gawdy apparel , thedainty
f*:ife, and drink is paid for ; and by that time the flefh hath fuffer-
zx:é}l‘h‘f painand ficknefs that are the ordinary followers of
yom':f" me thinks yon fhould fay , that if there were no Hell]
' in weee a punithment it felf, and that in #hs life it brings
morehp.am then pleafure, and that fuch kind of pleafure is not
wosththe keeping,, to the hazard of the lealt Poffibilicy of an
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Everlaftinglife. Wouldft thon under thy hand and feal give
- away thy hopes and pofiibility of everlaftinglife, and run the
hazzard of an everlafting Torment, for the Pleafures of fin, or
to avoid the trouble of a Holy life # Why then thou maift as
well even fell it all for pins, or points, or childrens rackets Then
theu art as foolifh as the worft of Wicches, that fell their fouls
toa lying fpirit, that,whatever he doth promife them, doth pay
them with nothing but calamity and deceir. When thou comeft to
Know betrer whatit is that the world can dofor thee, thouwilt
n confefs there was nothing init, that fhould nét have been
eighted for the fmaleft hopesof an Everlafting life. _ Dot thou
think the world will be mach better to thee, for thetime to come
than hitherto it hath proved ? Deceive not thy felf, it will prove
the fame: yea and worft aclaft. ~Look back now upon all the
Pleafures of thy life, fromthy infancy to this day, and tell me
what the better thou arc for them.  If #4s were the hour of thy
death,“would all the profits or pleafures of thy life, be any
comfort to thee, or make thy death a whit the eafier? Have the
duft or bories of the Carkaffes of Voluptuous finners, any com-
fortor benefit now,by all the pleafure of their former fin ? Surely
I need-not all thefe words toa man of ¢ommon underftanding,
20 -convince him that if Heaven were as wncerrain as the Infidel
doth imagine, a manof Reafon fhould venture all ¢hat he hath
upon the meer Poffibility ; becaufe his A# indeed is Nothing,
and he is fure he can be no /ofer by .the bargain : ‘it being not
fo much as the venture-of a- pin for the ‘Poffibility: of a

Crown - RO Yy onbslion; il
éﬂger. 3. But thats not all,  What if 1 fhall prove to thee
paft-ail ‘denyal, that evenin this life, Holinefs is far the moft
vaclighitful, eainful, honourable life, and that che ungodly live ina
continual' mifery > Will nor 24 ferve tun to convincethee thae
a Holy life, fhould be undertaken for - a meer Poffibility of Hea-
ven, 1f we had'nomiore 2 Read bnt the Proofs of this anon,and
if [ make it not'good to thee; eall me a deceiver. But if Iprove
that Holinefs is the fwaeteft life on Earth, and Heaven ¢, [nre
Rewardbereafrer ; andchat finis a miferyit folf tothe inner and
Hejl the certain punifhment hereafter, “then fee' thax wwhow cons
fefs that God is a good Mafter, and the Devil a bad one': for at
Iaft thou fhale be forced to confefs j¢, . | over- g0
‘&"{.ﬁ. - Well? Yonfay 2y asre.not [wre f?ﬂ!f"ﬁ”‘f‘}%jﬁ
Fe sey,
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. ‘therlife for man, Buthave you wfed the Means to make iz [wre
: *o you, and to bewell-vefolved? 1f youbave, then you haveim-
partially fearched, and prayed, and meditated on the Word of
¢God, and heard what 'ean be faid by Wi fer men, for that which
-youfay you are not fure of ; buc if you have trufted to your
i own underftanding, and negle&ted Meditation,Prayer, Enquiry,
and otherneedful means, what wonder then if you be uncertain,
Even whether there bea Heaven or Hell 2 Its 10 difgrace to
phyfick, or Aftronomy, or Mufick, or Languages,of Navigation,
but to you, if youfay that you are sncertain of all their conclu-
fions , when you never ftudied them, or at fealt never ftu i€
them with that diligence and patience as thofe muft do that will
acrain a certain fatisfying knowledge. % :
- @uer. 5. Moreover, i you are fo uncertain of a Life to come,
I would ask you, - 1Whetherin all your fearch and fudy, Jo# hfi've
behaved yomr [elvesas Learncrs, or rather 4s prowud [elf-conceited
men. , that think, them[elves wife enongh before they bearn, torry
and_judge their Books and T eacherse If this be your cafe, no
wonder if you be Infidels. If you come with fuch a difpofition
‘toread aBookof Altronomy or Phyfick, you will never learn,
If yougo to any Schoolmafter, or to learnany langaage or fci-
- ence,and think your felves able before you have learnt them,
' ~ to try and judge your Teacher and all the Books you read, and
: fo will reje& all that you do not underfiand, or agreeth not
with you former. conceits, yow will fooner prove doting fools
then Schollars, and fooner be the derifion of Rational men,then
: ~ come to the knowledge which you pretend tofeck. Come to
i Chrifts Sehool as little children in meeknefs and humility and a
willingnefs to betaught, and patiently continue in the ule ©
means till Zearning can be atsained, before you think your felves
fittocenfure theT rurh of God which you are learning ,and then cell
me whether God:doth not refolve you. y
Duer. 6. Moreover, I'would know of you that doubt foof
the life to come, Whether yon have been trae 0 fo much Li_gbt
; as youreceived, and bave lived in obedience 1o the Truth which
/ God revealedso you. Or rather whether you have not wilfully
b knowingly lived in fome fecret or open fin, and firiven
againft the Light and Spirit of Chrift, and abufed the cruth which
you have known, and ufed violence with your own confciences?

If fo (. which its ten to.one is your cafe ) it is no wonder if you
. s ; are -
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are Infidels, forfaken of God whom you firft forfock, dnd given
up to Prideand Self-deceic.

Luer. 7. 1f Man havenoLife to live but this., and no fur-
ther Endof his Actionsthen a Beaft, nor any further account
to give, then he is indecd but ome of the bigher: fort of Beafs,
diﬁeripg but gradually from a Dog,as a Dog doth froma Swine.
And if this be indeed thy judgement of thy felf, I demand,

Whether or no thow be content 1o be #fed as & Beaff 2 Wiltthou noc -

-takeitill to be called or judgeda Beaf? by another 2 Or wouldft
thou have others: judge betrer of thee then thy felf 2 Wouldft
thou have no man regard thy Propriety, or Life any more then
aBeaftis to be regarded ? A Beaft hath noPropriety,no not of thae
Wh_lch Nature hath given him. " You accufe not your felves of

doing him any Wreng, when you deprive the theep of his fleece, .

nor when you makea conftant drudge of your Horfe or Ox.
And do you think it lawful before God, for any one that can but

mafter you, to do the like by you? to firip you naked, and to

make pack-horfes of you, and ufe you as their flaves? We take
it to be no fin to take away the Jives of Beafts, if it be but for
our owx commodity: We kill Ozen, and calves, and fheep, and
{wine, and fowle and fithes for our daily food. . And is itlawful
before God for others to doyoby you 2 Should mothing reftrain
them 4us Want of Power to overcome you? If youfaythat you-
are Beafts, as Beafts you fhould be u/ed. “é
uer. 8. Moreover I would know of you, Whether youthink,
2hat there is-anyother world, which fpiritual inbhabitants pole (52
If you fay, No, you go againit all Reafon and experience.. Againft
Experience i becaulethat many a hundred Wisches, and many
~Apparitions and haunted houfes have put the matter out of ‘quefti-
on (forallthat many reports of fuch things have been falfe,)
And againft o/ Reafon ; becaufe we fee that thisinferiour world
is everywhere replenifhed with inhabican ts: Theearthhath mesn
and beafts, the 5r¢ hath birds . the water hath fifbes y And cana
man of common Reafon then think that the [npersonr Regions .
which we fee and which we. fe¢ noz ( which for greatnefsand for
fpendor and excellency are a thoufand fold above this earth )
thould all be uninhabited and deffiture ! and thar there are not
~ereatures alfo there for excellency and Number incomparbly be-
“'Yond the inhabitants of this leffer dower world ?* Cerrainly no--
8IS made in yain, norarethe works of Gedhfomopﬁrotéﬂfy
_ YIS 01.50d. 10 mo i
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difproportioned and difcompofed, as f8t the Nebler parts to be
onlyfor the bafer. The Heavens that are over us, and all «the .
vaft and moft excellent parts of the Creation, have 3 ufe that is
anfwerable to their excellency. ‘God makes not cortages to be
inhabited, and Pallaces and = Cities to lie waft and defert to
no ufe, ;

But if you grantthere 4 another world proportionaby thus
replenithed with creatures, you may eafily fee from thence a
Probability, that man fhall be cranflated thither. Why not the
foul of man, as wellasthofe fpirits that in affnmed fhapes have
made their appearances mnto man? As all things ripen to their
perfeion, why fhould it feem any more improbable that the
foul fhall pafs hence into the world of fpirits, then that the
chicken fhall come out of the fhell, and the infant out of the
wombe, into fo wide and light a world as this, when before they
were fhutup in a narrow darknefs, and never heard nor knew
any thing of that world, which they enter into ?

Quer. 9. Do you knaw Why it i that God hath given man that
knowledge, and free-will,and capacity [feck_ another life, which
beafts bave not, if he be intended for no ether life then beafts *
1f God be no msoff Wife, he is not God. If hebe, then be_maketh
not fo excellent facnities as thefein vain, but fitceth all his Crea-
tures to their »/es. Every workman will do fo by his wark. Why
is a knife made keen, but to cst with ? And what are the wheels
of your watch or clock made for, but to fhew you the hour of
the day » Look nowinto the whole frame of the foz! of man,
and judge byits aptitude whatit is made for. %
1. Maniscapable of Knowing that there s 2 God, and know-
ing his eArtributes, which Beaffs arenot ; becaufe they be not
madcto'mjy_him‘_ g ot i oy s
. 2. Man is capable of knoWwsng his Relation to this God, that he
“is our Crearor,and we his Creatures;he oxr Lordand-we bis 0w7
he our Ruler, and we he Subjelts ;, heour Benefaitor, and wehis
Benificiaries s And we are capable of ‘Kuowing our D#J in
tvhe_fe feveral Relations. And certainly alf this 1s 0ot in

ain, ] adi s il

‘3. Moan is capable of Kmowing that the Everlaffing Lave Of
Godis that'glone that can make him FHappy: ‘And -why would
God foew him thiis, if hewere not capable Of enjoying it 2 Rea-
fon tells men that morhing here can make us Happy, and that Ged
san doit, e 4 Man.

-
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- 4. Manis capable of Kuowing that certain Daties are to be
performed in order to the Pleafing of his Lord, and What thof:

Dyuties are: which would not be, 1f we were not capable of

Pleafing him, and fo of being happy in him. :

5. Man is made capable of Dq/iri#%laftcr the Everlafting Love
of God ; and that above all thingsin this world. And God hath
not made fuch Defiresin vain,

6. Man is capable of Loving Godasan Obje& Everlaftingly to
be enjoyed, and that aboveall other thing.

7. Man alfo is capable of referring all the creatures anto

God, and ufing all things but as Aeans to this Everlafing end.

Thus do believers, And furely all thisis not in vain.

_ 8. Man isa Creature that cannot regularly be moved accord-
ing to his mature, to the performance of his Duty to God and
‘Man, unlefs it be by Afotives fetcht from the /life to come. Take
offthat poife, and all his orderly motion willfoon ceafe. No-
thing below fuch Ewcriafting things are fic or fufficient A,-
lmll; to govern him, and caufe bim to live as man fhould
ive:

9. He is poflefled of uétnal fears of Everlafting Punifbment,
and fhall never perfectly overcome thefe fears by his greatet
Unbelief,

10, Heis capable of fetching his highet Pleafures from the
Jore-thoughts of Everlafting Happinefs, and receiving from
hence his encouragement in well doing and foretaft of the Re-
ward. Now this being the Naz#ral frame of man, as is paft
denyal (when Brutes bave no fuch thing at all,) let Reafon
judge whether the God of Narure have made this nature of man

in vainthat we feehath fuited every other creature to its ufe : our.

horfes to carry us, and our Ox to draw for us, and the earth to
bear its feveral fruits for.them and us : And hath he miftaken only
in the making of mas, and gone beyond his own Intention, and
fitted him for thofe ufes and enjoyments that he was never means
Jor 2 Thefeare not Imputationsto be caft upon the moft wife and

 gracious God, :
- Ruer. 10. Moreover Idemand of you, what is the End of
an and all thefe [pecial faculties, if there be no life for him afrer
this? Either he hath a»° End which he isto intend, or he harh
#one. If none,thenhe bath #othing 1o do in the world, For all
actions of man are nothing elfe but the fnzending of fome L’”&
’ 1 i
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and the chotfe and #fe of means for the atraining it. Man muft
lie down and fleep out his days, if this be true that he hath we.end;
Nay fleep it felf hath fome. And he cannot choofe but Intend
fomc Endand feckit, if he would never fo fain, unlefs he will
take fome opiate ftupifying potion; or run mad.And he that made
him alfo and placed him here, had fome Exd in it : For if man
had thus ns. End, he could have #e Aaker or Efficient canfe: For
every Rational efficient intendeth an end in allhis works. ( And
he that made men Rational, is Eminently much more Knowing
then his Creature ) Andif we had no Aaker, then we have no
Being,and fo areno M. o ok

Butif Afan unqueftionably bave an End, it is either fome-
thing that is Nobler ox Bafer then himfelf; and fome ftate thatis
Better or Wor /e then that i» which he feeks his end. Bafer it cannot
be: for that were Monftrous; that Bafer things fhould be the
Endof the more Noble. Beafts are made for AMan, and there-
fore not Jan for Beafts. The Earth is made for Beafis and
Men, and therefore we are not made for the Earth. Oux
Means is not our End. 1f yougrant that we are made for God
that mad:é s ( as nothing more fure ) then How is it that God
can be our End if there be so /ife butthis 2 1. Herewe arebuc
in [ecking him,and fillare forced to complain that we fall fhort.
Heére we are but in the ufe of means. 2. We find that our
Knowledge, Defires, and Love, will here reach na higher then

' to carry us on towards that perfedtion that is in eur eye, and

not to fatisfe the foul. The ereature that doth attain his Exd,
hath Reffin ic, and is betser then before. - But we bave nothing .
tiere like Ref?, and fhould bein a worfe condition hereafter, i
we had no more. 3. Here we fin againft the Lord, and wrong
Bim more then we ferve him : we know but litcle of him and his
work ; and feryeand praife him but a little, and not according to
the capacity of our natare. And therefore if ‘he have not 2
higher end for us, and we a higher end to feek then any is in this
wozld to be found, our Natures feem tobein vain. For my part;
:!h,?ugb it be in weaknefs, I muft needs fay icis my trade, and
ity work to ferve my God, and feek after an immortal bleffed-
nefs: Andif I thought that there were no fuchthing to be had,
andno fuch ufe for me, I maft nceds ftand fill, and look about
me, orin my practice unman my feif by a brutith life, as { had
brutified my felf in my eftimation and Intention, For whar could
; I
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I find to do inthe world ! What thould I do with my Reafon
and Knewledge, or any faculty above a beaft, if I had no higher

 aworkand end then beafts ? Verily, if Thad loft the Hopes of

another life, 1knew not what to do with my felf in che world 7

but muft become fome other creature , and live fome other kind

of life, then now1 live. :

Quer, 11. Moreover, I defire you to confider, Whether it be
eredibletoa man of Reafon , that God made bis nobleff crearure in
this world With a Naturethat bould be a Neceffary Mifery and
Vexasion to it [elf above all the mifery of the bafer creatnres ? and
that the wifer any mas is, the more wiferable be muff needs be 2

This is not credible. Yet thus would it be, if there were no
life buc this. For 1. the Kwowledge that manhath of a [uperiour
Goaod (which beafts have not ) would Z'anzalize him and tormsent
him : To kzow it, and muft not partake of it, istobe ufed as
a Horfe that is tyed near his Provender , which he muft noc

reach.
2. The Zove,and Defires,and Hopes , that Ibefore defcribed |

would all be our Pexation. To Love and Defire that which we
‘cannot attain, and that with the chief of eur Affe&ions, is buc
to make us miferable by vertue,

3. To ufeall thofe Afeans,and do the Daties before-mention-
ed in vain, when we are not capable of the End , is but to rollac
Sifiphus ftone, and to be madeto wath Blackamores , or to fill 2
bottomlefs tub ? :

4. No creature bere but man, hath Fears of any mifery after
death, and therefore none would be here fo miferable. There is
no Infidel but muft confefs , that for oHghs be knows there may bea
Eife of pumifhment for the wicked. And this [ may be ] will breed
more fearsin a confiderate man , then Death it {clf alone could
do. ,

5. Or if there were no Fear of that, yet Man hath Reafox to
think_before-hand of his Death, and to think of his abodein Dark-
wefs, Which Beafts have not. To think of being turaed ro a ftink-
ing carrion, and toa clod, and fo continuing for ever , without
any Hope of a Refurrection, would be matter for continualhor-
rour to a confidering man , which Brautes are not molefted with.
And wife men that can fore-fee , would be tormented more thea
fosls, Allthisisincredible, that God fhould make his nobler crea-
i#reto be Naswrally moft miferable ; and give him Km"kﬁ

; T2 . :
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and Affeétions, and fet a Certain Dearhy , and -Puffible Torment
continually before his eyes, to Torment him,withouc any Remedy!

- And befides the Hoped Life hereafter, there is none.

 Quer. 12, Doyouthinkthat the Belicf of anather life, i need-
{ul or ufefnl,tothe well governing of this world, er mot ?-1f you.
fay no , 1. Whythendo I»fidelsand Bratiffs fay, that Religion
2 but the device of men for the Governing of the world? andthat
withoutit [ubjeéls wosld not be Rulsd 2 You confefs by this your
frivilous objection, that the world cannot be Ruled well without .
the Belief of a lifetocome. ' 38

2. And it is moft manifeflt from the very wature of man., and
from the common experience of the world, . 1. If man be well-
Governed, it muft be either by Laws.contasntng Rewardsand penal=.
tics; ot without. Not withont. For, 1. All the world dothfind it
by experience , thatit cannot be ; and therefore every Common--
wealth on earth is Governed by Laws, either Written, Cuftomary
or Verbal. ,

2. If theLove of Vertuefor it felf fhould prevail with oxe of
a th(l);fand » that would be nothing to the Government of the
world. : :
3. Nor could any man be effeually induced tolove Vertue
for it felf, accordingtothedo&rine of the Bratiffs : For Ver--
tyeit felf is made no Vertne by them, but a deformisy of the
mind, while they overthrow the End, and Object , and Law that
itis meafured and informed by ( as I fhall more fully open to
you anon ). Itistherefore moft certain that noNation is or can
be Gowverned as befeemeth man, without Propofed punifoments and
Rowards, g : 4

And if fo, then thefe mult be eicher zemporal punifhments and
bencfits, or fuch asare to be hadin the Lifeto some. That Tem=
poral punifments and benefits cannot be Motives (ufficient for an{{
tolerable ( muchlefs perfect or fufficient ) Government, isa mo
cyident Truth : For 1. de fuflowefee by experience , that 6O
People live /ike men that be not Governed by the Belief of ano-
Rerlife. The Nations that believe it not, are Savages almoftally
VINg naked and beftially, and knowing nething of vertue or
vice, bur as they feel the commodity or difcommodity to their
flefh : They ear the fefh of men , for the moft part , andlive as .
brutifhly asthey believe. And if ;'ou fay that in €hina it isnot
st Ianfwer, one part of them there believe the Ipmortality l(])f
Sii B 2 : tne
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the foul, and moftof them takeit as probable, andfo the Na-
tion hath the Government which it hath, from everlafting Mo-
tives. £

And if you fay that theantient Romans had a fufficient Govern-
ment, Ianfwer, 1. Themolt of them believed a life to come,and
itwasbut & few that denyed the Immorrality of the foul : and
therefore it was this that Governed the Nations. For thofethat
believed another life , had the Govermmens of the few thatdid
mot believe it , or elfe the Government it [elf had been more cor-
rapt. 2. Andyetthe fauitinefs of their belief appeared in the
faultinefs of their Government., Every Tyranttcok away mens
livesat pleafure. - Every Citizen that had {layes ( which was com-
mon ) at pleafure kifled them , and caft them into the fith-
ponds. The fervants fecretly poyfoned thejr mafters, and thatin
fo great numbers, that Seneca faith, Epift. 4. ad Lucil. thatthe -
£ Numberof thofe that were killed by their fervants, throngh tres-
chery, deceit, or force, was as grear, as of them thar were killed by .
Kings]3 whichwas nota few. ) :

2. Itis apparent that the world would be a Wildernefs, and
men like wild and ravenous beatls, if thiey were not Governed by
Motives from the Life to come,

1. Becaufethe Nature of manisfo corrupt and vicious, that
we fee how pronethey are to evl, that everlafting Motives thein-
felvesare too much uneffeyal with the moft. :

2. Every man naturally is [elfifb,and therefore would meafure
all Good and Evil with referrerice to themfelyes » s it was com-
modious and incommodious to them. And fo vertue and vice -

- would not be known, much lefs regarded. o\ il e
3. By this means there would be as many Ewds, and Laws, or
Rules , as Men 5 and fo the world would be all in a Confu-.
ﬁon. g . *

- 4. If Neceffity forced any to combine, it would bebut as .
Robbers , and frengrh would be their Law and $afice 3 and he -
that could gethold of another manseftite, would have the beft
Title. =i

5. All thofethathad but frength to do mifchief, would be -
ander wo Law, nor have any fufficient Motive to Reftrain them.
What fhould reftrain the Tyranes of the world, that rule over:
‘Many Nations of theearth, if they believe no Punifhment after
death, bur that their Laws and Pracifes fhould be as }?ng:a;‘al
_ e " beftial .

, .
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beflial, as their lufts can tempt them to defire ? What fhould re-
firain Armies from Rapes and Cruelty, thac may doit unpunifh-

- ed ? Or popular tumults that are fecured by the molcitade.
- 6. Andthere would be no reftraint of any villany that could
‘but be fecretly committed. And a wicked wit can eafily hide the
greatelt mifchiefs, Poyfoning, ftabbing , burning houfes, de-
fsming, adultery, and abandance the like , are eafily kept fecret
by a man of wit, unlefs a fpecial providence reveal them (as ufual-
~lyitdoth ). :
7. At [eaft, the probability of fecrecy would be fo great, and
alfo the probability of finful advantage, that moft would ven-

gure.
8. Andall thofe fins would be committed without fcruple

ewhich the Zaw of man did appoint no punifhment for : asLying,
and many-odious vices,

o. If oneman, or two, Of ten (hould bedeterred from poy-
foning you, or burning your houfes, or killing your cattle , ¢c.
by humane Laws , a thoufand more would be let loofe an

venture, 2 :
10. All the fins of the heart would have full Liberty, and a de-

filed foul have neither cure nor reftraint. For the Lawsand
judgments of menextend not to the hears. All the world then
mighe live in the Hatred of God, and of their neighbours, and in
daily Murder, Theft, Adultery, Blafphemy of the bears. Withis
they might be asbad as Dewls, and fear no punithment ; for man
ean take no cognizance of it. And it is the bears thatis the Man.
You fee then what perfonsthe Infidels and Bratifts would have
ws all pc 1 What hearts and lives mankind fhould have according
to their Zaws ! Be Dewils within , and murder , and deceive,
and commit adulcery as much as you will, fo you have wit (o
fcape the Gallows , and you are Schollars fit for fuch beftial
Mafters. : : '

11. Yea let me add this one more mifchiei : Hereby they
would deftroy all Charity and Gaod works, except the very beftial
Love of thofe that pleafe méns lufls, For no Laws of men compell
3];:1210 the Love of God or man : Nor much to Good works | Who
oo do any thing comparatively , that believed nota Reward
and Punifoment hereafter ? If we give all that we have to the
poor , we can bere haveno Reward » but the breath of a mans
mouth, which at death we underftand nor. Take down the ever-

: e  lafting
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Iafting Ends and Motives , and all good works 5 and inward vir-
t#es too that fhould produce them, are takendown. -

And by thistime you may fee, what a litcer of. bears, what
apack of ravening dogs, what Cannibals the world fhould be

turned into, by the doétrine of the Brarifts, that deny the Jfe :

te come.
~ Well! but perhaps you willby this time bave fo much fenfe,
as to confefs that Threatnings and Punifbments, Hopes and Fears
of the Stateof another Life are neceffary to the well governing of
this world. "And if fo, I defire no more, to fatishie any man
that believes that there is a God, (and that is any man thac
hath not drowned hiswitsin {in.) Fer 1.This will then fhew
that the Narare of man, is formed for another life : and G_Od-
did not make him fach invasn. 2. And certainly if everlafting
Mitives muft be put into the Laws that govern: us, and into
~ ourHopes and Fears, then it is not poffible, but fuch things
there areto beexpeded. For any man to imagine that God
would make a world , which be cannot Gowverm-but by falfe=
hood and deceit, this isto fay that Godismo God. Forall lying
and falthood comes either from a want of Power,or Wifdom,or
Geadre[s, when men either cannor make good their words or
otherwife attain their ends, or when they have notwir to-kmow

whatis, orwas,or will be , or when they are fo bad as to be

dispofedto deceive. But hethat alcribeth any of thefe to God;

doth worfe thento fay that there is no God. If I hate-deceit '

and Lying my felf , the God thac gave me all. that-little Good
which I bave, muft hateitmore. Dream not of any byt a worm;
or fool, or impious tyrant, that needs or loves deceiz and falfheod

to attain their ends. - Judge by the frame of Heaven and Earth,

and by that little Good that is in Good men, whether the /s

fw'ngl fod be one that needs-fuch Hellifh. Engines.to Rule the
world..

If therefore inorder to the Guvernmest of wankind we muft -

needs Belicve a life to come , it is certasnly Trae, And why

ao:not you believe that which. Govermmens requireth you to bee -

Quer. 13. Moreover I demand of you, Whether jo% take God
sndecdto be the Governonr of this world, or not? By LGovernonr]
Ymean properly, One that Ruleth the Rational Croarnre: as [nch,

by Moral Mians, even Laws and |Excentions... 1 exedudenot his
LT : T
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Potential, Efficacions operations, but concludea Neeeffiry of Afo-
val Government, 1knowa felf-conceited Popith Infide! hathen-:
deavoured to perfwade the world, that Gods Soveraignty and
Moral Government are Metaphorical expreflions, arifing from
the mifconceivings of weak men ; and that Wifer men like him-
felfdo conceive of Gods Government only as of an Artificers
difpofal of his works, that Phyfically accomplifheth all his Will.
As if Gods Natural Caufations, and his Aoral were incon-
fiftent; Orasif God were not Wife and Good as wellas Almigh-
ty ! or did not in his Government of man demonftrate his fapj-
encein his Laws, and his Geodnefs in Attrattive Benefirs, as well
as his Power in meer. Natnral Morion! Or as if man were not
a Rational Creature, and a free-agent, and werenot to bego-
-yerned aceording to his Nature, by Obje&s fuited to his Intel-
lect and Will : but muft be ufed and ruled like aftone, or beaft’!
Or asif God could notinfallibly attain his Endsby a Sapiential
Government, and by preferving the liberty of the Will, as well |
-as by ameer Necefitating caufation! This man was fo enamoured
upon his fuppofed skill in Phyficks and Metaphyficks, that he-
notenlyloft his Aforality, but grew to be fuch an Enemy to it,
as to blor out all true Moraliey, Civility, Policy, Oeconomyat a
dafh ; and fands with the reit of the Proud fraternity, as a

- Monument of Gods joftice againft the Proud, fo deplorately for-

faken evenin the Reafon that he glorieth of, that children may
perecive his folly. He thatisall for Operations of Power, as
excluding Sapiential Government by Laws,and their juft execu-
tions, doth think furethata horfe hath more of the Imageof
God thenaman: For heis much ftronger. Bruitifh foree would
bemore excellent then the Accraion of Goodnefs and the
Condud of Wifdom, ifthe Government ‘( which is no Govern-
ment ) thac chefe men dreamof, were the moft excellent. As
he wijl allow his eA7tificer to fhew as much at leaft of his wit,
by making a Warch or Clock that fhall, though by a neeeffity,
;ﬂpve ‘without the fingerof the workman continually mevingit ;
G oethinks he thould:allow the Infinitely Wife and Gracious
#0d, to be neverthelefs Wife or Gracious, if he Rule the Ra-
tional-free.agent, ‘withour aforcible phyfical Neceffiration, by
a Gracious Avera@ion and Sapiential Condu@, agrecable to the
Reafon and Liberty of the Creature, aslong as we exclude not
‘_bECO:Working of Omnipotency, nor deny the infallib]gl.ty Oef
BRGNS g = 1vin
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Divine Predefinition, which may be fecured with the fecurity
of the Creatures Liberty.

-~ In aword, to deny God to be the Soveraign Governour of
the world in proper fenfe, 1. s 4 denying him to be God: ¢
being & term of Relation, €omprizirg Government, and not of

- meer Nature: When itis commanded us that we have #o other
Gods, and when we are required in the holy Covenant toake
the Lord for our Gody and give #p our [elvesto him as his people,
it moft plainly expreffeth that his Governing Authoriry , or his
Soveraignty is comprehended in the term God. And indeed
having made a Rational-free-creatnre, whofe Nature requireth
Moral Government , it followed by necef[ary refnltancy that
he that had fole Aunthority and [#fficiency, muft be his Sove-
rasgn.

é. Thefe Proud Blafphemers that deny Gods proper Go-
vernment, do contradi@ the very drift of Scripture, that calleth
him oar King and Governonr, and requireth our fubje@ion and
obedience. ’ ’

3. They deny the being of Gods Laws, both the Law of Ava-
ture,and the Written Laws, and foblot out the Word of God,
and the fenfe and ufe ofall his works, Though they allow them
a certain Phyfical operation onus, yet as Laws they do oblite-
rate them: that is, as they are Norma officii & jadicii, our
?udleiof duty, and expe@ation, and Gods refolved way of
~ u n 2 % > : N : .

4.8 Tﬁcy hereby overthrow all'z)uty as fuch ; and make Good
actions to be buras the motion of thearrow that hies the white,
and to havenonebut a Phyfical ‘goodnefs in them, For there
can be no proper obedience sWhere there is no proper Govermmens
of Law.

5. Hereby alfo they deny all Inward Zirtne: For this alfo
‘C;m have but a Phyfical Goodnefs, if Government and Laws be
own, : =
" 6. Hereby they denythe Being of fin: For where there is no
Law and Government | but meer Phyfiesl neceffirating motion,
there is no Tranfgreffion. And therefore when they make a
deal of talk about P #rging away fin, it is NOt fin indeed that
j;bey mean ; but a meer Phyfical difeafe to be Phyfically ex-
Bgned. ’ =5
7+ Hereby they' deny all the proper Fndgement of God by
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Chrift atthielaft day, and make his fadgement to be nothing but

Execntion. :
Yea , and 8. All proper Execcution is denyed, as Findiclive,

or Remunerative, and fo all Fuftice.

9. The Authority of every Prince on earth is overghrown.
For there can be no_gathorizy but from Gods Soveraigs Anthority,
any more then any Being without derivation from the firf} being,
They may talk to theignorant of Contraéts, and Peoples Wills
being the Original of Governing Anthority, and deific the muiti-
+#de and make them give that which they mever had; but a mean
underftanding may perceive their folly.

10. Hereby they deftroy all bamane Laws , that muft receive
their firengeh from Gods Laws, OF have none: and fo theyab-
folve all fubj=&s in the world from confcientions obligations to

obedience. If God have no proper Governing Laws but Phyfical .

motions, then we are no farther obliged to obey men, byany
Law of God, then we are effectnally moved to it , and then we
do obey them. Andif fo, then we can OW¢ no more obedience
to Parents, Mafters, or Princesthen they forceustol If they can
make us obey them, well and g

God by difobedience. _
Thele and many fuch like are the confequents of that horrid

do@rine that denyeth God to be the Soveraign Ruler of the
world. Inaword, it datheth out at onee all Governmes? s Laws,
Fuftice, Obedience, Good Works,and all Morality, diffolving the
whole frame of the Univerfal Monarchy of thé wotld, and deny-
ing Godsobe onr God ,and man to be man and his [ubjeit.
But if you yield that God i« the Governonr of the worldi
moftevident that rhere’s a fife.2ocome, . For if he Govern ms \t1s
by Laws, and Judgement : And if by Laws, which are they ¢
There is nothing known among Rational men, by the name of a
Law of God, which containeth not Promifes and T hreaswings of

tisthen

Rewards and Powifoments hereafter. He hath no Laws for the -

Governingof this wotld , ‘that -eontain no Motives but from
Zemporal things. And ] fhewed you before, that he need not,
he canmor Goyern the world by falfhood and deceit.  And we fec
bere by experience, that there is no fuch Exec#tionin ths life, of
‘IF‘C Laws of God, as are fufficient to the ends of Government,
Th‘? wicked profper, and defiroy the juft: The beft do moft deny
their flefh, and are oppreft by others, - You fee this your felves,

and .

ood : If not, webreak no Law- of:
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and makeitan Argument for your Infidelity. But flay a litcle
till the Aflizes come. Itfollows not that there is no Goyein-
-ment-or Juftice, becaufe the Thief or Murderer is not hanged
before the Affizes, or as foon as he hath donethe fa&. Eternity
islong enough for their punithment, If God thenbe the Gover-
nour of the worldas moft certainly he is, then is there a Reward,
and ﬁuni&ment hereafter ; and Gods Day will come, when Mans
is paft,

,inr. 14. My next Queftion is, whether you think thar God
Poonld be Loved, and Obeyed, or nos 2 If not, then certainly nome
fhould be Loved or Obéyed.- For more defervesic, if he deferve
itnot, from whom weare, and have all our benefits. But if he
be, then I farther Queftion you.

Whether it be likely or poffible, tha: any man,or at leaft all the
beft people in the world, fhonld be lofers by God, and their Lowe and
obedience tohim 2 And whether it be Credible, that Goodnefs
and Obedience tothe Lord, thould be the conflant certain way
tomens undoing, lofs or mifery? I think you will fay, if you
believe that there a God, thac this cannot be.” For certainly, he
that fetsus a work, willown us init, and fave us harmlefs.” An
boneft man will take it for a difgrace to him, that his fervice
fhould be the fhame and mifery of his fervants, and he fhould

make them no fatisfaction. It God be'not Ableto bear us out,

he is not God. - And his Wifdom and Goodnefs affure ws that
he will doit. So that there is no Poffibility that Goodnefs thould
be mans lofs,and any fhould finally be /ofersby God, ~ On this
affurance 1 am encouraged tolay out all my time and labour, and
dare boldly venture all that Thave, inthework of God: Forl
am fureT cannotlofe by him, } ¢ 2w & s

But be thou judge thy felf whether his fervice wonld not make
us lofers, if there were no life but this ( though Iconfefs the lofs
would be fmall and fhort : ) Who are fo hated, and perfecuted
asthey that ferve God beft ? How many thoufands of them have
beenfain to give up their bodies to Tormentors, and their lives
to the devouring flames? The very work of God confifteth in
fleth difpleafing things : To deny our felves and contemn this
world, and live foberly, and righteoufly and godly in the world,
ind to be for this the feorn¥of.men, is the lot of the obe-

ient, HEHI. £ : :

If you fay, This is'not the Lot of any bus thofe thar are sver-
‘ : : U2 righteonis,
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righteons, 1 anfwer 1. We cannot be ower obedient to God,
- 2. You contradi® the experience of allages. Even the form of
Godlinefs is hated by the Profane ; and temperance by the
drunkard ; and he fhall be their fcorn that runs not with them
to.excefles of ryot: Seweratellsus that it was fo even at Rome
.among the Heathens, that he was their derifion that would'not be
as baa asthe reft,  If therefore in thislifeonly we bad hope, we
were of all men moft miferable, 1 Cor.15.19. Not but that even

kere we have the far better life then wicked men ; But thac s be-

* caufe it favonreth of the life to come to which it hath relation.
Otherwife we fhould lofe onr credit; eafe, pleafure, profit
in the world, and have nothing for it. Faithfully Labour for
God, O my foul ; and never fear being a lofer by his work.,

© Quer, 15. 1 further aske, whether yon wonld be alone of this
brutifh Opinion, or wonld you bave all others of yonr wind ? If
you would not have others Believe as you do, it feems you think

not well of your own opinionbuttake it to be naught for men .

tohold. 'Andwhy fhould notall mes hold it if it, were true?
- Butif yon would have all of that mind, it were time for you to

look about you. Certainly the Law makers would make other -

d lead other kind of livesz

Laws then now they do, and men woul
oufes, or

And what fecurity you wonld have of your goods, or b
. lives a week, from the malice or covetonfnefs of others; I cannot

imagine. You would not dare to travel by the way, or look out
among men : You could not truft your fervants, nor your wives,
or husbands, becaufe there would be nothing but temporal pu-
nithment to reftrain them, which cunning might efcape. - Ido
not think but you would rather haye fervants, or neighbours ot
husband, or wife, that believe a Life to come, then thofe that do
not,if you had tryed others but alittle while, and feen how little
they wererto be. trufted, and: eonfequently how bad. your opi-
nion s,

Duer.16. And I would know, Whether you pretend ro any
b"’{ﬂ} and Cosfcience, or not 2 If not, you will give us leave
%0 judge of you, and truft youaccordingly, If you do, then
#Pon what gronnd is.ir poffiblefor yonto be boneft 2 1f you believe
no life to come, you muft take your pleafare hereon earth for
your chiefeft happinefs : and you cannot believe any proper.
Government of the world by the Laws, Rewards, and punifh-

ment, fufficient to refirain men from their fin. Vertae ¢an be-
- ; now
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_no Vertue, if God ne moreregard it ; and fin isno fin, if againlt
no Law. Indeed while'you liveamong Believers, where vice is in
difgrace, youmay for your credit feems to be werrmons : Buryour

Profeffionalloweth us to judge that youavoid no evil that you .

dare commit , if it do but fuir with your flefbly intereft. He that
believeth no Lifeto come, and tells me fo, doch bid me, in effect,

to {fuppofe him refolved for all the wickednefs imaginable, fo far .

as hedare, and hath remptations and opportunity. Are you of
this Brotifh judgement ! I fhall expe& from you then no better
then a brutifh life : and truft you lefsthenIwould do a brute,

caufe you have more intereft and temptation to do evil , and

more cunning to perform it. Are you Bratiffsin opinion? Then

youare already habitually perfidions , cruel, covetous, malicions ,
murderers, whoremongers thicves, lyars,and worfe, if any thing
be worfe ! For boneft you cannot for (hame expe& that any fhould
elteem yon. Iwillnotbelieve a word you fay, further then fome
intereft of your own is concerned in the truthof itc,

=2 2s. 17 If it be not the very Light and Law of Narure that
teacheth and obligeth a man to believe alifeto come , how comes
$4 £0 pafs; that allthe world, except afew Savages and Canwibals
and bere and there an Apoftate among ns o do nniver[ally profefs to

believeir ? The Jews, the Turks, the Heathens.of moft Nations,

beﬁde_s thg-Chriﬁians , doall'make it an -Article. of their Belief,
Wediffer indeed about the way ( and yetareall agreed that God-

Zinefs and Honefly; fearing God, and doing Rightemfm;{f LAtk

neceﬂ'ary ) but that there 5 another life, we are in almoft all the

world agreed. And will'you go againft the light-of hup ane Na- -

ture it felf ? ‘Or with what face can you expe@ thas hereand there
fach a wretch as you,fhould be though wifer thea all the world,
till you give us becter evidenee of yomrwifd
do they perifh that will follow yon?

Rser. 18. Aig not thofe that Believe the Life to come of* Holyer -

lives (for the generality) then thofe that'do.nor # And whether
18 1t [ike that God fhould reveal his mind to them,or unto W icked
wretches ?! and isit Ziker that he fhould forfake all- thes hqu per-
fons of allages, and give them up to deceit in the greateft mat-

ters, who moft diligently flady and pray for.Knowledge , rather.
then forfake thofe fenfual  wretches that. wilfully, forfake

him ? - i %5 £ e 1O91 S0 W JUGIEEIS S
LDaer. 19, Isthere wot in thy own!Canféience , at deaft [0
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om? Andhow juftly.
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