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_no Vertue, if God ne moreregard it ; and fin isno fin, if againlt
no Law. Indeed while'you liveamong Believers, where vice is in
difgrace, youmay for your credit feems to be werrmons : Buryour

Profeffionalloweth us to judge that youavoid no evil that you .

dare commit , if it do but fuir with your flefbly intereft. He that
believeth no Lifeto come, and tells me fo, doch bid me, in effect,

to {fuppofe him refolved for all the wickednefs imaginable, fo far .

as hedare, and hath remptations and opportunity. Are you of
this Brotifh judgement ! I fhall expe& from you then no better
then a brutifh life : and truft you lefsthenIwould do a brute,

caufe you have more intereft and temptation to do evil , and

more cunning to perform it. Are you Bratiffsin opinion? Then

youare already habitually perfidions , cruel, covetous, malicions ,
murderers, whoremongers thicves, lyars,and worfe, if any thing
be worfe ! For boneft you cannot for (hame expe& that any fhould
elteem yon. Iwillnotbelieve a word you fay, further then fome
intereft of your own is concerned in the truthof itc,

=2 2s. 17 If it be not the very Light and Law of Narure that
teacheth and obligeth a man to believe alifeto come , how comes
$4 £0 pafs; that allthe world, except afew Savages and Canwibals
and bere and there an Apoftate among ns o do nniver[ally profefs to

believeir ? The Jews, the Turks, the Heathens.of moft Nations,

beﬁde_s thg-Chriﬁians , doall'make it an -Article. of their Belief,
Wediffer indeed about the way ( and yetareall agreed that God-

Zinefs and Honefly; fearing God, and doing Rightemfm;{f LAtk

neceﬂ'ary ) but that there 5 another life, we are in almoft all the

world agreed. And will'you go againft the light-of hup ane Na- -

ture it felf ? ‘Or with what face can you expe@ thas hereand there
fach a wretch as you,fhould be though wifer thea all the world,
till you give us becter evidenee of yomrwifd
do they perifh that will follow yon?

Rser. 18. Aig not thofe that Believe the Life to come of* Holyer -

lives (for the generality) then thofe that'do.nor # And whether
18 1t [ike that God fhould reveal his mind to them,or unto W icked
wretches ?! and isit Ziker that he fhould forfake all- thes hqu per-
fons of allages, and give them up to deceit in the greateft mat-

ters, who moft diligently flady and pray for.Knowledge , rather.
then forfake thofe fenfual  wretches that. wilfully, forfake

him ? - i %5 £ e 1O91 S0 W JUGIEEIS S
LDaer. 19, Isthere wot in thy own!Canféience , at deaft [0
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timies, [ome ﬁfem‘ yer Ie{:t of alife tocome ? 1believe thereis: and
when thou haft done thy worft, chou wilt hardly perfectly over.
come them, Doth not confcience fay, 0 but whar if there fhonld
be a Hell for the nngodly ? Where am Ith:s ? Hearken-then to thy
Confcience, :

Luer.20. Doft thou believe thar Spiritsin borrowed fbapes have
oft appeared unio men | andin voioes :%alw« to them, to draw them
1o fin, or to ferdition ? If thou dobelieve it, thou maift eafily be-
lievethat there is a He// whichthey are {o bufie to perfwade us to,
and a Heaven of which they would deprive us. If thou believe
not that there have been fuch Apﬁarit[am,l am able to givethee
undenyable teftimonies. Read what I have faid in my Treatife
againft Infidelity of this. Read Remigins, Bodin, Danaws, Mal-
lesws Maleficornm, &c. of wistches 3 and Read a little Book cal«
led The Devil of Mafcon , where is abundane teftimony of his
Vocal conference, for abouta quarter of a year together, in the
houfe of a godly Minifter in a populous-City ; before Papifts
Proteftants, and all. ManyI could give you that were done here
at home., , '

In thefe twenty Queftions I have but endeavoured o prepare
Jyorto Belseve, by fhcwing you the very Ligbt of Nature : Bpt it
18 A lively faith in the word of God that effeGually prcva1[e§h
againfk Jufidelity : -and therefore next let s come to that, I will
not fo much lofe my time as to cite particular Texts of Scripture,
for that which is the very work and drift of the Scripture. Buc
becaufe thou canft have no fhift in the world for thy Bratifh un-
belief, but by denying the Scripture to be the Word of God , I
referr thee'to that which I have written in the Books forementi-
onedtoprove it : And at this time fhall add to what is there
faid, but thefe few Queftions. ssdan iz 10 |

2. 1. If the Scripture be not the Werd.of God , How. conldit
2l 8 of ‘the making of the world, and [uch like things, which none
but Godalone could 1ell > 1know you willfay , Tksow nos.whether
3 tell s true or mor ' or. whether theworld were nor, as Aiftotle
thoughe, from crernity. Bucrell me thisthen' ( to pafs by the reft
NOW ) How comes it to pafs that in all the world, there areno B ooks
or Monuments knovn of any longer [Fanding then the time that Scrv-
proreaffignerh to the Creation ?- It isnot {ix thoufand years fince
the Creatiou, If the world had lafted thoufands and millions of
years béfore ; is.iv poffible that-allits Antiquitiés fhould be Ioﬁd,

ol : i an
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and not one to be feen, nor mentioned by manin all the world »
( For the fabulous tales of fomein m«, without all proof , are
not worth the mentioning, ). Certaifily fome Book would haye
been favedgor fome Cities, or lafting piles or {tony monuments
preferved, or fome fign or tradition kept alive’, of fome .of all
thofe many thoufand years.

o If yon fay , that writing or. Primipg were not- then knowsn. ;.

you come to that which confounds you more. How isit poflible
that in fo many hundred thoufand years ; theworld grew to no
more experience , and Arts and Sciences were ripened no more
when zo% they have ripened in a fhorter time ¢ How is it thac

Printing and Writing were not found out ? and that all.Sciences

and Artsare of folate invention, andasitwere , but iq their
youth ? Certainly Knowledge is the daughter of Experience,
and Experience the danghter of Time ; and therefore if the
world had been frometernity , it muft needs have been many a
bundred thoufand years ago ata far higher ftate of Knowledge
thenis yetatzained in the world. For every age receiveth theex-
periences and writings of the former , and hath opportunity fill
to make improvement of them. At leaft the world could not
have been ignorant fo long, of Printing, Writing,and a hundred
things that are certainly of late invention. It is therefore an in-

credible thing that'an Eternal worldthould lofe all the memorials.

and monumentsof its Antiquity, before the Scripture-time of the
Creation. And therefore.doubtlefs it began but then.. ,

La. 2: And if God were not the Authorof the Scripture ,
bew come o many clear and notable Prophefies of it to be fulfilled ?

How punctually doth Dawvid, and Ifaiab ( §3.) defcribe the

fufferings of Chrift, and Dapie! foretell the very year ? and 0.0
many others ? ok gl
L. 3. And how comes it all to consain- bus oneentire frame ,
son[piring to reveal the [ame dollrine of grace and life (at firlt
more darkly | andin types and promiles, and afterwards-more
dlearly in performance ) when the writefs lived at hundreds and
thonfandsyears diftance from- each other? - - -

2. 4. And if thou had@ nota blinded pre;

-

i ’

udiced mind; theu. -

-wouldt pereeive am unimitable Majofty and fpivitnality in the:

« Seripture, and wouldft favenr the [pirit of Godin itasitsauthor: -

‘ w“"d wouldft knowby the smage and (uper/criprion , that it is the -

~Yvord of God. It beareth unimitably the Jmage of hkfﬂﬁ?ﬁd‘
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-and Wifdom, and Goodnefs {o that the bleffed Author maytoa

faithful foul be known by eh@work.

_a"lﬂ,- 5. If the Scripture came not'frem the Spirir, it conld not
Zive or canfethe [pirit , and if it bore not Gods Imfge it felf,
how could it prirc bis Jmage upon che fouls of fo many thoufands
asitdoth ? The Image of God is firft engraven on the feal of his
holy Do&rine, and thereby imprinted on the hears. Thereis no
part of that holy change on man, but what that boly Doétrine
wrought. If therefore the change be of God, the Doctrine that
wrought it is of God : For both of them are the fame Image,
anfwering each other , as that on the feal and on the wax, But
it is moft certain that the Euly change-on the foul, is of God.
The passre of it theweth this : For it confifteth in the deftrulli-
onof our fin, and the denyal of our felves, andthe raifing the
heart above this world, and the total Devoting of our felves and
all that we have to God, and conforming our felves to hiswill
and refting init, and feeking and ferving him with all our power,
againf} all temptations, andliving in the fervent Love of God,
and of ourBrethren, and defires after everlafling life; and a
taking Chrift for our Lord and Saviour, to reconcileusto God ,
and do all this in us by his Spirit : And furely fucha workas this
muft needs be of God. If it be Good, it mult needs be Orsginally
from bim that is moft Good : this is undenyable. ( And he that
will fay, this is Ewil, is fo much of the Devils nature and mind,
that itis no-wonderif he follow him, and be Bratified ). And you
cinnot fay, that the Work is good, and the Doftrine bad : Forthe
Work_is nothing but the Imprefs of the Dottrine : And God
doth not ufe to appoint or ufe a frame of falfboods and deceits,as
{Zxrs.l(l)rdinary means to renew mens fouls , and work them to his

ill. o
Perhaps you will fay, that you fee no fuch change made by the
Word , norany fuch{pirit given by itunto men, but only the
effe@s of their own Imaginations. But, 1. The Queftionis, Whe-
ther they are True or falfe Imaginations @ Gods truth caufetl
that Imprefs on the mind of man', whichyou call bis Tmaginats-
ows : For where thould Tr#rh be received, but in the mind 2and
how fhonld it work, but by cogitation # They are cogimtiam,above
and contrary to thofe of flefh and blood , that are wrought by
this boly Doitrime. It is neverthelefs of rh¢ [pirit , becaufe it mo-
YC_Ih man by confiderarion. Sietst :

— ; 2. And
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~“2. And if you fee not a work on the hearts of the regenerate
appearingin their lives, which raifeththemto a far becter fiate
then others, it can be no better then frangene/s or malice that
can fo far blind you.

3. But if itbe (o With yon, give leave yetto the perfons that
k#ow this holy change s themfelves , to believe the more confi-

dently the Word that wrotaghtit. We know that we are rewewed

and pafled from our former fpiritual deach to life : and therefore
thatic was the Z7uth of Godthatdid the Work of God upon us.
Nothing but T7#h can (anétifie : But the Word doth [anétifie :
therefore the Wordis Truth. :
Indeed the Holy Chureh of Chrift throughout all ages of the
wortd, hath been his Ziving Image, and fo a living Winefs of his
Word, as fhewing by thesr lives the tranfcript of ¢ in their bearts.
Itis eafie for any thac know them, except the malicioufly blind,

ro perceive that the truefervants of Chrift are a more purified,

refined, honeft, confcionable, holy, heavenly people then the re
of the world. For my part,Iam fully convinced of it ; I feeijc .
 thereis no comparifon : for all their imperfeions which they
and I lament , I am fully fatisfied thac there is much more of
God on them thenon others. And therefore there is much more
of God in the Do&rine that renewed them, then in any other:
The Churchis the Ziving Scripture , the pillar and gronnd of the
truth, 1 Tim. 3.15.the Law s Wrirtes in their bearts, Heb.8.10.
better then it was in the Tables of fbone, 2 Cor.3. 3. And by their
koly Love and Weorks , the world may kzow shat Fefus Chrift Was
fent of the Father, and may be brought to belicve in him, by their
Unity, Jobn 17.21,22,23. Matrh, 5.16. God would notcon-
curr {oappareritly and powerfully with a falfe doétrine, to make
fo great a change in man; nor fo far own it , asto ufeic for the
doing of the moft excellent work in all this world , even the ga-
thering him fuch a Church, and fan&ifying to himfelf a peculiar
people; zealous of good works, Tsz. 2. 14.

If you fay that fome of the Heathens have been as good : T-an-
fwer, 1. The Goodnefs found in them, is butin temperance ,
fidelity,and fuch like ; and nota holy.fpirimahty, or heavenlinefs,
no nor a through-confciencioufnefs in what they knew.

2. That good was rarein comparifon of that which the Gafpe!
Worketh, as well as (mall. .

3. That good whigh they had, was wrought only by fome
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ferapsor parcelsof che fame boly T rush that is contained in. the
Scriprures,  And thereforeeven fo much Truth among the Hea-

thens as proficed them toany ‘Reformation, was the word.oh.

God,and owned by him:

Oner. 6. Doyon believe that Péfus Chrift did rife again from .
1he dead, or ot ¢ and that be and bus Difeiples did work_ thofe man)

unconsrolled Miracles, or nit 3 1f you do believei, then what nee
you further teftimony to prove the dofirine Lo be of Ged ? or

to prove that there is a Life to come 2 Shall the Captain of out
Salvation him(elf Rife fromzhe dead, and cenguer death, and..
#fccnd up suto Heaven, L0 Joew usthacthereis a Life to come,and -

yet will younot believeit 2 Or would God lend co any man his
Power to confirm a falfe dodrine to the world ? If fo, then

3. It would be God himfelf that fhould miflead us : For itishe -

ghatworketh the Miracles, or granteth fpecial Power to the in-

frument to doit. 2. Manfhouldbe unavoidably mifled. For if .

a manrife from the Dead, and raife sthers,and give to thoufands
the guifts of Zangnages, healing,and the like, and allthis have no
greater contrary evidencefrom 'God of fome contradiction or
controliment, 1 am unavoidably dec
eft innecency, Oor diligence, Or any other help from men, coul

poflibly reiieveme. Andhethat can belicve that the Infinitely
Powerfal Wife,andGood,is either nece/fisared ot difpofed to deceive
the world, and Rule them by deceit and falthood, and to lend bis
power to confirma doctrine that he hareth,and is againit himfelf;
this man indecd believeth not that there is any God.. 3. _Even
the Bratifts them(elves andall the Tnfidels with whom we talks
will confefs that if they fhould feeChrift Rife;-or fee [uch Mi=
vasles,they would believe : and therefore they do confefs that
they are cogens Ewidence to thofe that know of them. '
. ©Obj. Did not the [orcervers sn Egypt work. AMiracles ?
“Axf. 1. Wonders they did, but not Miracles. 2. They were
consrolled and fhamed and difownedby God, by Mofes his contras

<

ditory conquering Miracles.

eived ; and neithermy greaf=

Obj. Bur fome might bavedyed berweenthe M)gi‘é‘id:;#ondeﬂ '

-"d;il?fgunwolmmt, and [o bave beew unavoidably loff. ‘Aniw,
B ]gTh etime was neer, and that not likely of thofe that knew
3? tl _°m-‘~d 2., At the firftwonder of the Magicians, AaronsRod

wallowed up their Rods, Exed.7.12.and therefore the conqueft

“obliged chem o fufpend belief of theacher. 3. The Miracles of

Moﬁé‘ 5
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Mofes were not to reveal a new doitrine of falvation that could

not otherwife be known : but partly to convinee Pharash that F
.the Lord was God and partly to caufe him to let go the Ifraelites. %
*The peoples falvation lay not onthelater ; and the former they 5

‘had abundant means ro know by the works and light of Nature
it felf. And the AMagicians wonders were not to reveal a New
falfe doftrine any further then to contend againg Mofes Mira-
cles 5 and if they had, yet being againft the do&rine of the
whole Creation, that revealeth the Creator, no man could be
excufable for belicving them, becaufe God hath given fo f#l/ 4
teftimony before againft thew, fo that this objection is plainly bue -
animpertinent cavil. :
- ButIdoubt not but youwill fay, that you are not fure that
Chrift rofe again, and that ever fuch Miracles were done. 1 Ask
therefore, :
" Quor. 7. Whether it be poffible, that fo many asd fo wife and
godly men (as their writings prove them ) fhonld give np their ' é

Tives and all that they had and conld have hoped for in this world,
toper[wade the world that they Jaw Chriff Rifen, if it were falfe
and to draw them tobelieve afalfhood that sended co the worldly ruine 4
of them all 2 & , : ‘

Quer. 8. Andisit poffiblethat if they badbeen fo bud and wad, ;
that [s many thoufands wonld bave believed them, When thelr own ¢
frequent Miracles, Langnage, 8c. were the witne[s of their fi-
delity to which they openly appealed? and this in the very age and

place where all tb:{e things might eafily be confured if untrne ? .
If T fhould pretend to convince the world by Zangnages not

learned, and by otber Miracles and guifrs which I never had,
would countreys, or any fober perfons believe me ? or fhould I
not be the common fcorn? Would the Charches of the world
have been planted by pretended Miracles that sewver were ¢ would
they all have given up eftates and livesmpon an eviden-t lye? It
was cafie for thema// to fee and bear whether thefe things were ,
done or not. And therefore he that feeth thofe Churches which
were the proper ¢ffeéts of Miracles, may know the Canfe ; &
real eff:& had a real caufe. frest
Quer. 9. wasit poffible that o many bundredor thonfand per
[ons, difper[ed abont the World on 4 [udden, conld Withons coming
nmeer each other, agree both upon one and the [ame falfe dollrine

shroughout, and on the [ame prattices ro deccive the world? |
i ¥ : 2.4 z : : &E?"o I Q:
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- Buer.10. Is it poffiblethat among [0 many thoufands, that tor=
ments, or death, or common sngennity , would not have forced
Jome to have repented, and opened the deceits of all the reff?
 Rugr. 11, Js it poffible that fo many Hereticks that did fall
from them and fet agasnft the trae Apoftles Wonld none of them hiye
difclsfed the deceit if really the Miracles had not been done ?

Luer. 12. Is st poffible that none of the Fews, their bitter” Ene-
mics, nor anyof the Learned Romans of that age, wonld have dif-
covered the fraud, and by writing confuated the matters of faik,
being- pablik, and if falle, [o eafily confuted ¥ Where are the
Books that ever any one of them wrote to difprove any of
thefe Miracles ? If you fay, Zhe Chriffians burnt them ; give
us the leaft proof of it if you can. When did any Jew com-
plain of fuch athing? Nay how could the difperfed perfecured
Chiriftiars deftroy the writings of their reigning enemies 2
The writings. of Jews and Romans then written remain to this .
day, and had fuller humane advantages of prefervation,
thien any that are againft them. No Jews or Romans
eomplained or to do this.day complain of fuch a thing; nor
tell us of any fuch writings of theirs, that ever were in the
world. :

Qaer. 13, Nay the Zews cenfeffed. the Miracles them[elves,
and bad no fhift feft for their unbelief, but by Blafpheming
the Holy Ghoft,'and faying that they were done by the Power of
the devil.: :
~ Raer. 14. All'the difperfed Churches and Chriftians of the
world, have upiver(ally concurredin delivering us down thefe.mat-
sersof falt, and the Writings that contasn them . and thisasa thing
that they grounded all their hope of Salvation on,and for which
they contemned this prefent world : And the Enemies that
gainfaid cheir do&rine, did not gainfay thefe matters of fad.
Cog this be feigned ?

#uer. 15. Have Inot fully mansfeftedin my Book againft -In-
fisdelizy (to which I maft agaii difr’r}icif/s’}you ) {ha: t%ér‘gis/iﬁ!”
and infallible Evidence, that this Scripture was written by the

- Apoftles, and Evangelifts; and thefe Miracles done, as there

‘sz that . any of the Sratutes of this Land are the carrant
Statutes of thofe Parliaments that are faid to make them? -

And your Lands and Liyes are beld by the credit of thefe- ¢
Statutes.. oy :
A3
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Aword or two tothe obje@ions of a Masked Infidel of this
Countrey, Clem. Writer.
~ Saith he, Men be not commanded to believe thefe Statutes onpain
of damnatien: T bereforethe cafe is not like. :

Anfw.But men are commanded to obey them upon pain of death,
and belicving is prerequifite 10 obeying : therefore the cafe islike.
Deathis the utmoft penalty that mancaninflit : or if therebe
greater, it all runs on the fame foundation: And fure that evi-
dence that proves men culpable for breaking mans Laws, mult
prove him caulpable for breaking Gods. -You have no other eyes
to read the Laws of God, then thofe by which you read mans

Laws: Anddoth it follow that God muft not condemn ‘you for

breaking hisLaws,when men do but hang you for breaking theirs?

Sure Gods Laws and mans may be printed in the fame Character, .

and read with the fame eyes, and both have the fameNatural

- means of delivery., .and yet the {in and punifhinent differ asthe
Authority doth. =

Objecion. But ( faith he ) Can the Miracles confirm

the Scripture , when it is the Scripture that reports the Mira- -

cles?
Anfw. 1. Cannot a Sratnte tell you what Parliament made i,
and what matters of fa& were the occafion, andalfo what fhal

be'your duty upon painof death? fo that the fakers and facts -

fhall give force unto the Law, and yet the Law reveal the

makers and fafls § Do. not Church Conflitutions do the -

fame # The Scripture hath two parts : the Hiffory and the
Dictrine. May not the Hiffory confirm the doétrine, and that do-
&rine oblige us to our dutry ? . ' :

2. But you fuppofe that the Miracles and facts ¢an only be
known by a Djvine belicf of the Hi [fory t But that is falfe. "The

common Evidence thatall Statutes, Hiftories, and «A-&;o’gs in the -
world havero make them certainto pofterity, (asCicero’s or -

Virgils Writings, or Cefars Reign, grc.) the fame have the

Books and Miracles of Scripture to us. And by thefe we can -

know them e fuéfo to be fuch, before we believe them by a

Divine faith. And as the Scripture is a Hiffory that Hath che -

fame Evidence 35 the belt of Hiffories have, fo it may eoncur

“with abundance of other Evidence (whid}lhaﬁc recited in my
my Determination againft Infidelity, and in my Key for (athe

?lick;,) to prove the Fafts: and then thofe Falts will fugly Pf‘a"z
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the Truth of all the Do&:rines which they attelt , and confe-
- quently, we fhalladd to our humane Faithand Knowledge,a Di-
. vine faith concerning the Hiffory it felf.
Obje&. 3. But (faith Writer ) If God had means that the
Scripture foould be a EaWw 1o all, he wonld nat have writitina
< bangnage whick they nnderfrand nos ? ]
_Ar[w. Anything will ferve to make an Infide!, when the
mind is corrupted and deplorate. Were they 0 Laws whichthe
- Romans Wrote in Latin, for the Government of all the Nations
of the Roman World? It was enough that the Rulers of the
Provinses caufed themro be fo farunderflood by the Peopleas
was neceffarytoa righteous Government, Imean, thofe Laws
that were added to the proper Laws of that people. :
_ 2.Was there any oz, Langnage then that all the world un-
derflood? And was it not enough that God appointed the 27;-
#ifferial Office prrpefelyto preferve and pablifhthis Gofpelte the
world from gencration to gencration? Andis not Tranflating
{ whether by Voice or Writing ) a part of that preaching or
explication? Did not the Minilters of Chrift preach the fame
duélrine tothe world then, in the feveral langnages of the Nati-
ons where they came ? And were not the Scriptures prefently
tranflated according to the ufe of the Churches ? Upon how
fillya pretence then would your filly Imperial Majefly impofe
it on the God of Heaven, to write his word in as many

Languages as are in the world, if he would be belicved ?
Fle trouble you with no more fuch wretched Cavils : Thele
three are the main firength of three Pamphlets written againft
the Holy Scriptnres and me, by this Apoffate. Their fumis [ Aan
2 man thercfore we are not_fure that Scriptare 5 true, or that
Godss God: ] 1 mean [ Men canror under fand the minds of others
but by figns: Al [igns whether Words or deeds have fome ambignity,
or lyablenefs to msfnnder[fanding ; therefore nothing can be known
concerning God or man'by figns.] Thefe are not his words ; but the
g&i_t feope and life of all the Writings of him and all che Zrfidek
FOREEF. 5 " : < . ¢
1Fyou chide me for troubling the (hriffian Reader here with
fo muchagainft cthe Infidels and Brutifts :1anfwer, 1.1did it be-
caufe that fort increafe, and threaten che Land.. 2. Becaufe the
ftrengthening of the Belief of the beft Chriftians , is the remo- :
ving the Caufe of all their weaknefs and complaints. 3.And
I Principally
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Principally, becaule when once the certain Truth of another Life
is'manifefted, he muflt be a Bedlam or worfe thar will not be
Godly y or that will open his mouth any more againlt a Hy/y
Life. What! isit poffible fora fober man to Believe that he
is fo near an Everlafting Joy or Mifery,and yetto neglect ir,and
oppofe them that make it their chiefelt care and labour to pre-

- pareforit? “The Bruriff hath drowsed his Reafon , and the care- -

%

lefs Profeffor laid it to fleep; the Malscions ungedly Profeor of
Chriftianity fights againft ir : and only the ferions Holy Chriftian
dothufeit for his Everlatting good. ,

CHAP. 5 2N ;
 Holinefs is Beft for all Sociesics..

Eader, if thoube but 2 manthat hak the free ufé’Of‘thy“"-»; :

.\ reafon,I havealready removed the greateflt impediment our"

of thy way, and faid enough by confutingthy Infidelity, to prove -
that gedline(s is the Better parr. Thou haft rfothing leftc now
to fay againftic,bur what fighteth againft Reafon in the openlighs, .
and thereforeIfhall find an eafier task with thy underftanding -
inall that follows, though with thy corrupted Witl and Concu- -
pifcence the confli& yer may be as ftrong. g
_ Well I if yet thou art not refolved , that Diligent Serions :
Godline(s isthat Good part that all foonld choofe andberter. then all -
t_f:t]"!‘,h&rtdlj pleafnres, 1 thallnow difcover it to thee in thefe par- -
ticuiars.
1.1 &hall (hew you that Godlinels is Beff for all Societies,
2. Thatitis B forevery Perfon. . And that 1.1 is the Jefefp
way. 2.Ttisthe Homeffoft 4y, 3, That it is the moff gainful
way. 4, Thaticis the moff Homonrable way : and 5. Fhat iisthe -
Pleafant and Delightfnl way. Yea, that thereis no other trug
Safety, Honefty, Profit,Honomr or Delight bug what isto be found
dir this way. Ilay not only all the repatation of my underftand-
ing, bot all thehopes and happinefs of my foul upon the proof -
of this point. IfIprove it not,- Iwill confefs my felf a fool -
and undone forever.. Butif I prove-it, lgt the ungodly ,matf}'-” e
' this =
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160 \ A Saint or 4 Brute - Part I1,
this fad Confeffion, and choofe the Berzer part while they may

baveir,
1. And ficlt, That Godline[s is the Beft for all focicties,(that are

juft ) Iprove thus.

1. Godline(s doth Unite or Center all Socicties in the Only Head
and Center of Unity sy that ss, the Bleffed God him[elf. A Com-
mon-wealth will never have Peace in a ftate of Rebellion againft
their Soveraign, (unlefs he be one that they can overcome :) Nor
Souldiers in a ftate of Awriny againfl their General: nor Schollars
in fhutting out their Mafter. God is the only Soveraign of the
whole world. The godly all unite in him. Ungodlinefs is Re-

bellion againft him. The Rebels are alwayes in his Power. .There

is no Peace nor fafety therefore, nor any Uaity, but an Agree-
ment in Rebellion for a while, to any thatare not by Holinefs
united in him,andLoyal fubjects to him, Ifa. 48. 22.. T here is ne
Peace, [aith the Lord, unto the wicked.”] ]

Obje&. But do we not [ee that the main Divifions of the world
are about Religiov? Anfw. 1:1ts true; butnot by the zruly Ren
ligions. Thegreat quarrel of the world is againft Religion 1a
the life and pra&ice of it. 2.Itis snbo/y men that canoot abide
to be accomnted wnholy, thatare the chief dividers. 3. AmODg
the truly Godly , there is no divifion in themain, but only diffe-
rences about the fmaller Branches of Religion, whichare N~
mevons, and le[s difcernable , and lefs neceffary then the common

“Trachs. They ate all Agreed of Truth enough to bring them to

Heaven; and therefore enough to unite them in dear Affcction
upon earth. Nay there is not one of them that hath nota {pe-
cial love to all that he difcerneth to be the fervants of the Lord.
If any be withouc this, he is #ugod/y. And we are not to anfwer
for the mifearriages of every Infidel or ungodly man, that will put
on the Name of Chriftianity and Godlinefs. If there fhould be
fallings out among the godly, they cannot refttill they are healed
and fetin joyntagain. But you muft not thenbe fo unjuftas O
conclude, that we can have no ity , till weare inall things of
a mind. May not men of various complexions be of one. So-
ciety 2 Arenot the multitudes of Veins and Arteries in your
Bodies, united in the trunks and roots ? Ienot the Tree on€, that
,hﬂtfl many branches ? : :

Cbje&. Bwr Godwhom you will weeds unitein, is far from ms :ﬂ/’"‘f{

{ & &
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kis mind nnknown, and [ is not the mindof Princes: and therefore
We cannot unite in God,

Anfw.Inthings Neceffary to our fotare Happinefs and prefens :

ity 10 Special Love , the mind of God is more plainly and fully
opened (o ms, then the mind of any Prince-unto hisfubje&s.
“What preceprs can be plainer, then to Zior God above all, and
onr Neighbour a5 onr felves, and rft-to feck the Kingdom of Ged,
andto Repent and Believe sn Chrift ? How plain are the Articles
of our Faith and the ren Commandments ? Divifions have been
about micesies ; I hope God will call back his Churches to the An-
tient fimplicit 'y and  Prattical Godline[s , and then the Chriftian
world will beagreed , excepr the wicked.

- 2. Godlinefs proponndeth and profecuserh the moft Uniting, Ex-
ctllent, Powerful End, for all that dmty that fhonld advance Socie-
ties o andtherefore muft needs be Beft for all Societies. God and
Heawen is the common End of all the Godly. They are Agreed
every man of them in Oue End; andfo are not otkers. Their End
hath chat Power in its attra@ive Excellency, by which it can do
the greateft things that are to be done with the will of man,
The Ends of the ungodly are fmall and childifh toyes. Osr End
alfois as the Sux, fufficient for all; and therefore not a marter
of contention : All may have God as well as One, without di-
minifhing the bappinefs of any.

3. Godline[s takes away the Ball of the worlds contention, thar
Sets men everywhere toget her by the ears. It teachethmen toflighc
the Honour and Vain-glory that the Gallants will fight and die
for : And to contemn that wealth, that Towns, and Countries,
and Kingdoms are dividedand deftroyed by, It teacheth men to
flight chat Money, the Love of which is the root of all evil, 1 Tm.
6. 10. Ittheweth men a berter Treafure, and not-only Ferbally,
but Effetually teacheth them to trample upon that which the
tumultuous world doth fo much fcramble for y andfeek by fach
rapine, oppreffion, deceit and blood. If all the Ambitious climers
ard State-troublers, were truly godly , they would quietly feek
for higher Honours. If all the covetous Noblemen, Souldiers

' Landlords , and Rich men were truly Godly ,- they would never.

fet both Cityand Countrey into combuftions, and poor oppreffed

families into complaints, for the Love of Money. If thieves

proed godly, you might travail fafely, and fpare your locks, and.

keep your purfes. If Tradefmen were al| sruly Godly , deceit
’ LR : Y % would

“
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3162 A Saintora Brute, Part I1,
swould not fo break their peace. What is there for Socierics to

firive about, when the bone of contention is taken away, and
Godlinefs hath eaft down the Idol of the world, thardid difturb
them ?

4. Godline[s takes down the great difturbing and dividing Prin-
ciple in mans fonl 5 andthat is, Selfifbme[* : Awd it both commana-
eth and worketh felf-denyal Every #ngodly man hath a private End,
and a privare Spirit , and Turereff, that is dearer tohim then any
other. So many ungodly men as there are, fo many Ends and In-
terefls : And how then can there be a Poffibility of Unity? The
wifelt Law-givers could never yet contrive an effectual courfe for
the uniting of all thefe. If Selfifomefs were down, I fcarce know
what fhould trouble the peace of Kingdoms, Cities, Familics, or
any other Societies. Thow [balt love thy neighbour asthy[clf =
Or, [ Thon foalt wot cover ] is the fumme and conclufion of all
the Law of God, concerning our carriage oneto another. And
it is Godline(s and nothing elfe that perfectly teacheth , and truly
{ though imperfedly here) effecterh this Self-denyal s ( But of
this elfewhere.) & ; e W ol

5. Godlinefs bath the moff perfest Righteons Laws 5 and there
fore is beft for all Socicties. 1t God can make becter Laws then

- ‘man, then thisis paft all queftion. His Laws require nothing but

what is for mens good. They preferibe nothing that is dithonelt
orunjaft : They promife the greateft Rewards to the obedients
They drive on the backward by the threatning of the greateft

punifhments. Their Authority is higheft and moft unqueftion-
able. Theyall proceed from one abfolute Soveraign, and are the
fame to all the people of the world : They change not , but are
to endure to the worlds end. Whereas dll the Laws of imen, are

limited to their own Dominions, and endure but while their
power can enforce them, They are fubje& to errour and injuftice;
and are not the fame in one’Countrey asin another ; or inone
age asin the former : an their Rewards and punifhmentsar¢
buttemporal : and therefore though wnder the Zaws of God,
they are neceffary for the Government of Common-wealths,
yet without Geds Laws they would be uteerly infufficient. :
‘ 6. The way of Holine[s 3s contraryto all Ewvil whatfoever and
therefore bath nothing to di farb a Common- wealth = It is true, we
eannot fay fo of the perfons, becaufe they are but imperfectly -
fan@ified. Were they inall things fweh astheir Lord,, and Kﬂled; 4
: g sl e
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and Religion do require, they wouldhave nothing that miglit be
injurious toany. But furely asa fick, man or a lame; isbetter
thena deadcorps, and asaman of mean anderftanding 'is betrer
then an ideor, and a-mean Schollar better then the s/literare , foa
man imperfeltly (antified, is betterina Common. wealth , then
the ungedly. You blame not the-Laws of this Land, becaufe that
Thieves and Murderers break'them : The Lawsare Good, if they
oblige men to nothing but what is' Good, thongh bad men break
them. The Rules of Chriftian Religion are moft perfe&, and
dire& or command men nothing that isevil. There may be faults
in us, but there is none in the holy Laws which we defire and en~
deavour to obey. Religion therefore isthe way-to the perfecting
agd fecuring of all Societies’, and the want of it fubverteth
By per=in e ob (i ' :
7. Holine[s doth not only tell men of aright way, and foew them
their duty , but alfo cffeEually Difpsfeth their very minds to the
performance of it,andcaufeth themto walk therein. The nature of
1tis, to be the very Right Difpofirion of the heart; and rightor-
dering of the life, The truly gracious foulis habitnally an enemy
togall known fin, and addicted to obey in all known Duties : And
furely perfons thus habitmated, areliker to live according to their
Difpofitions , then others to live well that hate the good in their
hearts which they thould pra&ife.- Mens Laws can command good,
but candot give men good hearts topra&ifeit , as God doth by
his fervants. If you cannot tell whether wicked men that love
fin, or godly men that hate i, are better members ofa Common-
wealch, you know not what Societies are for.

8. Holine[s deftroyeth the root of iniquity, and teachethmen to
bate cven [ecret [ins, which arein the beart , or whichnone can fee
bur God alome. The Laws of men reftrain the Subjects but from
open injuries : but Holinefs reftraineth men from doing the moft
fecrer wrong to others, or once thinking, {peaking, or contriving
any evil againft them. It reacheth the confcience ; it cleanfeth the
heart, from whence all evil doth proceed. 2 Sam. 12. 12. Dent.
27.24. P[ilm90.8. Ecclef. 12.14. A man fearing Gpd , a8
fuch-, dare not deceive or wrong another , though he were
fure that it would never be known on earth : For he knoweth

that che Lord # the avenger of [uch things, 1 The[. 4. 6.

9. Holine[s cementeth the members of all Secieties with the

Brasgeff cement of endenred Love, 1t bindeth them together in che
& B I 4 bond
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bond of Charicy. Heis nor Godly that Loveth not allmen, even

* his enemies, with that common Love that is due.to huranity ,

and that Loveth not all that Fear the Lord with a {pecial Love.
Pflalm 15.4. Joh.13.34,35. & 15.12,17. I Joh. 3. 14, 22,
&4.7,11,12,20. Luke6.27.

10: Holine[s maketh Princes and Rulers a donble bleffing 1o thesr
people. 1e makech them the more Divine, and bear the morecx-
cellent Image of God : How precious is the name of a David, an
Hezekish, a Fofiah,a Conflantine, a T heodofims, ( thongh they had
allcheir falls ) in comparifon of the name of a Sax/,a Fereboan,
a0 Ahab,a Nero, a Julian 3 Ohow fweet isthe mame of a Godly
Kingin the Subjects mouthes 2 Even thofe that areenemics to
Gadline[s as in themfelves, ( becaufe they cannot eadure to be
carbed and troubled with it ) do yet ufe to admire-and honour it
i their Kings and Governours. Amtborizy and Holine(s conjunct
are two fuch rayes of the Heavenly Mujeffy and Geodnefs as place
man in the flate of higheft excellency onearth, and make him
fo.much to refemble his Creator , as hath giver fuchthe higheit
place inthe efteem and honour of the world, of any mortals.
And itis not eafie for a people to value fuch Holy and Pious Prin-
ces and Governours too highly, or to be fufficiently thankful for
them unto God.

1. Holine[s effe@nally teacheth Governours to Rule for God =
To'fet him higheft, and make it their work to feek his Glory , and
to avoid all fe/fi/s contradi®ory interefts ; and to own nothing

- that ftands at enmity with his honour : but to judge that. they

have moft happily attained the ends of their Goyernment and
lives, if they have promoted the Gofpel and Kingdom of Chrift,
and the work of Holinefs in theworld. :

2. Holinefs will caufe Rulers to preferr Gods Laws before their
own ; and to be examples to their Subjes of obedience ta God 5
and to defire thatall men fhould fand in far greater awe of God
then of thems : It will makethem eareful to form all their Laws
and Government to the plea{ing of Ged, and promoting mens
Og’c,dxgn_ce to his Laws ; and to take heed thatthere be nothingin
them injurious to Chrift, or contrary to his Will. It will geach
Lhem With Davidtoenguire of God, and make him. their Cosun- -
ﬁ"l""” * And with fofiab , te fearch the Book of the Law, and
humble themfelyes whea they have violated it. And with Fofua,
Nt 1o, ﬂjf}_r Mte depqr; ont of - their mouthes, but 14 weditatg in ic

; s : dey.
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day and night, that they may obferveto do according to all thar 1
written thsrein : And then God hath promifed to make ¢he;y wa),
profperouns, and to %iw themw good [uece(s, Joth. 1. 8. X

3. Holine[s will caufe the Rulers of the world to Love thofe
that are Ho/y, and to promote the Communion of Saints , and
to be Nurfing Fathers to the Church, even that part of the Holy
Catholick Church which they are entrufted with ; and to pro-
tett them from the violence of men: It will keep them from the
fins of Zeroboam that corrupted Godsworthip, and put forth
his hand " againft the Prophet that fpoke againf it : Whereby
- God will be engaged to be their ProteGor in Peace and War :
When Princes and people that fall out with Holinefs and rake part
with the fleth , and fet themfelves againft the fervants, the wor-
thip, and the wayesof Chrift, do put themfelves from under his
protetion, and put themfelves under the battering and piercing
ftroakes of his dilpleafure : And wozo him that friveth with bis
AMaker, and that kicksagainft the pricks of his feverity, If1.45.0:
Aits 9. 5. & 26, 14. The fatal ruine of the Kingdems of the
world, oratleaft thefiral ruine of the perfons, is from their ex-
mity and rebellion againft the Lord , and becaufe they will not be
bis Kingdoms, but hate and guarrel with his wayes, and perfecute
his fervants : And Godlineis prefervech Princes and Magiltraces
from this {in and ruine,

4 Holine[s will caufe the Rulers to hate iz in themfelvesand
others, andto remove the abominable thing from before the eyes
of Gods jealoufic ; and to drive away the froward ; and not to
know the wicked andthbe prosd , and to cut off the flanderer, and
the Wicked doers, and to fer mo wicked thing before their eyes -,
PARlm 101, Tntheir eyes 4 vile perfon will be contemmed , bur they
will howour them that fear the Lord, By this means their Kings
demis may be Huly, and God will delight in them , and dwell
among them, and it fhall be faid of them., as Fer,37.23. [ The
Lord blefsthee, O habitation of Fuftice, and mountain of Holine/s. ]
And when Ifeael is [ Holine[s to the Lord]) all that dewonre bivg
foall offend, evil Joall come upon them, faiththe Lord. ] Jer, 2. 3.
The holy examples , and holy Government of Godly Kings and
Magiftrates, will draw the hearts of the people to Holinefs, and
caufe it o flourifh inche Lands : Whereas the ‘wicked examples
and goyernment of the ungodly,tendeth to make all about theit

wicked : For,as Solomon {aithy Prev.29,12. [ If 4 Ruler bear 'e;@
g : Y23,
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to lies, all bis fervants are Wicked And then they are fuell for
thewrath of God, beth as ffenders, and as enemies: For they
will be {till rebelling and oppofing him ;5 and carnal intereft and
enmity will pervert themto ufe the reprovers as eA/fa, and Awa-
ziah, and Peroboam,and Fezebel, and Foafp did: and to think
with Saxl that Doeg was the beft fubject thac would kill the
‘Priefts at his command, and thofe the worft that would net be-
tray them, or deftroy them : and to fay to falfe accufers as he
did to the Ziphites, 1 Sam.23.31. Bleffed be yee of the Lord, for
gee have compaffion on me.] And faith the Lord, 1fa.27.4. [who
wonld it the briers andthorns againft me in barrel 2 1 wonld go
throngh them., 1wosld burn them together. ] A

5. Holinefs will fave Princes aud Rulers from the great and

dangerous remptations of their Riches,and Honours, and Power,
and Pleafures, and will teach them to mortifie the flefh, and live
after the fpiric ( Rom.8.1,6,13.) and will keep them hereby
from thofe fins that would fubj:& them to the confuming wrath
of theimpartial God, and will bring them to Heaven notwith-
ftanding all the impediments of the world, even as a Camel

through a needles eye, by the power to which all things are pof-

fible. And doubtlefs that which maketh men moft acceptable to
God, and tendeth to the everlafting happinefs of the perfons,
muft needs be better for all focieties then that which preparech
them for damnation, and keepeth them here under the indigna- -
zion of the Lord. See 2 Sam. 23 3. Lev.25.46, §3, 43.
Xfa.32.1. Row.3.4,5,6. ¢ 12.8.

11. Andas Holinefsthus maketh the moft excellent Princes -

-and happy Govermonrs, {0 it maketh the moft Loyal and obedicrt

f}tb_je&:,and isthe moft powerful preferver of peace in all So0-
1eties, : s ‘ : ' '
If anyfhall fay, that the people that are accomnted Holy havs
canfed as great contentions and rebellions in the world, as any other,
witnefs the Wars in France, Savoy, Bohemia, Scotland, Eng-
‘:;}d, &-c.] Ifhallfirft prove undenyably from thenature of the
teﬁ’ that srse Godlinefs muft needs make the belt Swbjects, and
4 to the happinefs of Common-wealchs, and tben I fhall
ore nearly anfwerthe Objeion..
- * H""”e/.'( effe@ually teacheth fubjects to know themfelves :
Lo know their weakpe(s and meanefs and unworthinefs, a0d to
know their places and their proper work, - It kills that pride that
j = - makes
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makes them fo bumble as to think themfelves unworthy of pro-
tecion in the meaneft ftation. And alfo it fo takes them up wicha
higher ambition, and fets their heart onthe greater things, that
they are dead to the Ambition of the world, and can eafily Jeave
thefe things to others : Their Kingdom is not of this world :
They are taught to exped afilittionand perfecution, and not to
afpire after crowns. No man can deny that thisis the leffon fet
them by their Lordsand the Covenant which they make with him
when they become his Servants. Whereas the #ngod/y having
their portion in this life, and relifhing and minding ‘moft the
things of the world, will fnatch and fcramble and turn every
flone and do any thing within their reach for worldly ho-

nours, :
2. Holine[s teacheth fubjests to fee Godin their Ralers, and

honour and obey them as bz officers, even with an honour and-

obedience participatively Diwine ; And nomen can give them a
bigher hononr then they that thus honour them ‘on Gods accomnns
and no men can give them fo fulland firmand conftant obedience,
as they that obey God in their Governours : No man ean give chem
higher titles, then they that take them to be the officers of God.
Carnal men obey their Governours meerly as men that are able
to do themgood or hurt.  If they were fure to receive no dam-
mage by contemningthem, they cared not to trample them in the
dirt. Thoughtbat people finned in defiring a King, yet when

they had chofen that kind of Government, and San/ was fet over _

them, thofe that went with him were fuch [ whofe hearts God bad

touched s but the Childrenof Belial faid, How fball this man fave

s # and they despifedbim andbrought him wo prefents] 1 Sam.
10.27. ' ~

3. Foline[s caufeth [ubjeststo obey and fubmit for confcience
feke : They doit becaule God him/eif hath commanded them to do
it. .They pay tribute, and give honour and obedience begaufe it
is part of their Obedienceto God, required of them in the fifth
Commandment, whichisthefirlt with promife: Outward pro-
fperity 15 efpecially promifed to them that honour their Parents
and fuperiours. And the commands and promifes of¥God with
~the bonds of Confcience do tie men fafter to their duty, and re-
- ftraine more effeGually from difobedience then the words of
men alone can do.  Confcience holdeth fFrongly and tmﬂdﬂfg cf
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makes men think that none are fo fit to Rule as they ; and it
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and it holdeth as well in fecrer as in publike ; foehatif aman

_were fure to do a mifchief and never be difcovered, he would

never the lefs abhor i, as being not unkaown to ‘God and con-
{cience. A man that feareth not God and confeience, will never
ftick to do a mifchief, if he may efcape the eye and revesging
hand of man : Fanux willfet fire to the train to blow up King
and Parliament, if he fee but a probability of efcape. But he
that feelech the bonds of Godupon him, dare notrebel.

4. Holine[s deftroyeth Self-love which is the Spring of all di/-
contents, and difobedience : and teachectha manto own no Ends
orinterefts but what {tand in dwe [wbodination to the bomour of
Godand the common good , and in due coordination with the Wwe/-
fare of our nesghbonrs : Whereas the ungodly are every man of
chem an Idol to himfelf : fe/f is theonly Lordand Law, fet up
againft God and King and Countrey; And if God or King, OF
Lonntreybeferved by chem, it is but in fubferviency to them-
felves, as they look to attgin fome wealth or dignity or honour
byit. The felf-fecking max is faithful and trufty to no man but
himfelf. And the felf-denying man hath no grear tempration to

be unfaithful.

S. Heline[s doth partly comfift of charity, and tcgchct_h men
to do as they wou'd be done by : And how canie goc ill with any
focieties where Love prevaileth, and men aregs loth to swrong
as to bs wremged, and to do hurt to others as to them-

felves !

6. Holine[s brings down Gods blefling an each particular fub-
jed : and makecha people the delight of God ; and brings them
under the promife of his favour. Godlinefs ss prefitable to all
things, havisg the promife of the Life that mow s, and of that
Which 4s to come, 1 Tim. 4. 8. Whart abundance of promifcs are
there to ‘the obedient ? 1/#. 1.19. Dent. 4.30. Ewed. 23.22.

"Deps. 11.27. & 13.4.6 30.2,8,20. Jer. 7. 23. & 11. 4,

75080,
7. Haline[s maketh men meek and patient,and teacheth fub-

je&ts not to make too great a matter of any injury that is done
them; norto cenfure unwarrantably the a@ions of their fupe-
riours : nor to murmur and flir up difcontents ; but qui-
;i)lZdto bear all in obedience to God, and for the common

8. Holihrf.r difpofeth men to Twiry and Concord,and is as
; ; much




