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and it holdeth as well in fecret as in publike ^ fo that if a man 
were fure to do a mifchief and never be .discovered, he would 
never the lefs abhor i t , as being not unknown to God and con
science. A man that feareth not God and conference, will never 
ftick to do a mifchief, if he may efcape the eye and revenging 
hand of man : Faux will fet fire to the train to blow up King 
and Parliament, i f he fee but a probability of efeape. But he 
that feelech thebondsof Goduponhim, dare not rebel. 

4. Holinefs deftroyeth Self-love which is the Spring of all dif-
contents, and difobedience: and tcachech a man to own no Ends 
or interefts but what ftand in due fubodination to the honour of 
God and the common good and in due coordination with the Wel
fare of our neighbours: Whereas the ungodly are every man of 
themanldoltohimfelf : felf is theonly Lordand Law, let up 
againfl God and King and Countrey ; And i f God or King, or 
Ccuntrey be ferved by them, it is buE in fubferviency to them
selves, as they look to attain fo me wealth or dignity or honour 
by ir. The felf-(eekjng man is faithful and trufty to no man but 
himfel'. And the felf-denying man hath no great temptation to 
be unfaithful. ' , , 

5. Hdinefs doth partly conffi of charity, and tcachctn men 
to do as they would be done by ; And how can it goe ill with any 
Societies where Love prevaileth, and men are as loth to wrong 
as to be wronged, and to do hurt to others as to them-
feives / 

6. Holinefs brings down Gods bleffing on each particular fub-
j e d : and maketh a people the delight of God and brings them 
under the promife of his favour. Godlinefs it profitable to all 
things, having the premife of the Life that new is, and of that 
"tohich u to come, 1 Tim. 4. 8. What abundance of promifes are 
thereto the obedient ? if*. 1. 10. Deut. 4. 30. Exod. 23.22. 
Deut. 11.27. & 1 5 . 4 . ^ 3-0. 2 ,8 ,20 . Jer. 7. 2 3 . ^ I I . 4 > 
7. &c, 

7. Holinefs makcth men meek and patient, and teacheth fub-
je<Hs not to make too great a matter of any injury that is done 
them, nor to cenmre unwarrantably the adions of their fupe-
nours : nor to murmur and f l i r up difcontents • but qui
etly to bear ail in obedience to God, and for the common 
good. 

8. Holinefs difpofech men to Unity and Concord&vA is as 
much 
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the ftrange f o r W a n - ^ rnn^fiV L o v e C 0 9 n e A n ^ e r , and 

- e ^ o much i f truly p r a a i f e d flS&S the S f t ^ 

9- Holinefs affureth us of fo ereat a T?,™„ J * . f , 
° t c y their funenoiivc ;„ X- ? r

C , a to thofe that 

fam.i™, h a t # 4 a U r e a f o n ' f e ^ - f * - " T ^ * 

P e r f e C U t i 0 n t 0 g e t h " ^ ^ ^ " S 

f ^ ^ J S t r C O n t i n u e o b < ^ « « d 

when he was falflv ac• , r S P , ' V b a t h e ? 0 , u I d l * obedient even 

rebellion, w h e n w e a r e l ° f t Q ^ C a " e d L f e d i t i ° u s ' difobedienr, 
loyalty at alT I „ an [ L f r ^ ' ^ ^ n o t m o v e u s &«» our 

t h e a n d and\ M l t y o f 

oetics: .n t h a t i t e n g a g e t h t h e w e i l a s the G o v e r n l ™ " 
in all that tendeth to their peace and wellfare ° ° r s ' 

And now you may fee by what is faid, that there can be no 
wJSLVr 1 t h c , ? b , e * o n v v h i c h Pretendeth from the Cafe of the 
^ t n T i ™ . A , b ' S f f « . Bohemians, French, &c. to produce ex
perience aga.nit what I am proving. H u h b may as truly be faid 
to be the caufe o f M n f i s , as oMitfc to be the caufe o f 
treMterj.rtkUi* or diSloytlty., there being nothing in all the 
world except God himfelf, fo contray to thefe as Godli-

i n f t a f l 0 H

J T , l a r S k e , ) V h e n C c i s i t t b e n that we have the forefaid 
e l t f S ^ . ' anfwer fomeume not authority but malice and cru-

y "fvethpoorChrifl ians to a ftone-wall, and i f they turn 
2 , again 
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again when they can fly no further,accufeth them of Rebellion ; 
As it was with the Waldenfcs, the Bohemians, &c. Sometime 
Princes and States fall oat among themfelves, and cannot agree 
about their Titles, and the Bounds and degrees of their power : 
And then whoever the people are againft, they are furefrom that 
fide to hear the moft opprobrious Titles, and be ufcd accordingly 
i f it be in their power. Sometime the right of Government is 
not eafily or generally known : as in the contention between the 
houfes of fork, and Lancafter here : And then as one party 
conqucrcth one year, and another the next, fo the people mull 
be called Traytors and Rebells by each party that prevaileth, i f 
they obeyed and ferved the other party againft them: And i f 
they refufe to obey and defend either of them, they will be con
demned by both. Sometime the politic of Empires and Com
mon-wealths is foimperfe&andobfcureintheconftitution, that 
the feveral parties that pretend to intcreft, cannot agree about 
their Rights, nor the Lawyers agree among themfelves: And the 
people cannot be thought to be wifer then the Lawyers in the 
affairs of their profeflion : I f AVoand the Senate of &'?g b™' 
each of them commanded the Chriftians to aid them a p n l t t n e 
other, it would not have been eafie for the wifeft and holielt ot 
ihe Chnftians then to know which part they fhould have ad
hered to and aflifted Paul thought not meet to decide any 
fuch controverfie : He commanded every foul to be fubject 
to the higher powers, and not refill:: but he tells them not whe
ther Crf/*r or thcSenate was the higher powers in a cafe of conteft 
and divifion. Sometime a Traytor ufurpeth the Government, 
and ChriOians think when they fee him fetledv and in poiTeilion, 
that, though they hate his ufurpitron, yet they arc bound to 
honour and obey him as being pofTefTed of the Government ; 
Thus Gregory the great too haftily and flatteringly owned and 
applauded Phocat : and the Chrijtian Bifhops ordinarily nih-
je&ed themfelves to the Emperours that came in by blood and 
violence; Thus the Bifhops of Rome, and of ether Churches in 
Italy and the adjacent parts, fubmitted themfelves ( I think too 
foon) as foon as they perceived him to be conqueror, to 
TheodoricHs: and Co they did to other conqueronrs. Sometimes, 
as the General Councils of Baftly Conftdnce, &c. determined 
that a Council is above the pope, and declared the contrary to 
hz a damnable Hercfayand commanded the Biftiops and people 

to 
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to obey them againft the Pope •. fo Senates and Parliaments and 
the Majority of the States men and Lawyers may tell the people 
that arc unacquainted with fuch Law-cafes, that in this or that 
they are bound to obey them, upon higheft penalties, and tha t 
they (hall receive to thcmfelves condemnation i f they refill them 
and fo may miflead fuch as intend nothing but to obey the 
higher powers for Confcience fake. And though the erroutr 
and commands of Councils and Parliaments excufe not a ma an 
illiterate Laicke that nnderftandeth not thofe matters, yet furely 
a tanto it is fomc excufe. 

Andfometimcoppreffionmaketh a wife man mad, Ecclef.j.jl 
And fomctime impatience prevaileth with the weak to do things 
unwarrantable; & humane pailion blindeth,Reafon: & fometime 
Temptations prevail in this as in other cafes: And fomctimes Hy-
jSocrites, that never had any true Religion, do (hew their carnal 
difpofirions, and unmortified lufls and pafiions and pride, by 
their rebellion againft their lawful Govcrnours : and then Re
ligion muftbear the blame of the actions of thofe that counterfeit: 
Religion: and of thofc crimes which it doth moft prohibite and 
condemn. 

In a word,Be theaccufation againft any particular perfon juft or 
enjuft, nothing is more fure and clear then that he is moft unjuft 
that will charge the Chriftian Religion as guilty of Countenan
cing any Rebellions, Confpiracics,fedition,difobedience,fa&ion 
or diviiions-: Chrift went before us in his own example to pay 
tribute to C"afar : and commanded us to give to Cafar the 
things that are Cafars.: and their falfe accufing him and con
demning him as an offender againft C<e/kr, did no whit move him 
from the duty of his ftate of humiliation. What can be more 
againft all Treafon and perfidioufnefs, then that holy dodrine 
which commandeth us the exacteft performance of every lawful 
promifc tmuch more of our Oaths,and duties of Allegiance ? what 
can be more againft Rebellions then that holy do&rine which 
teacheth us a life of patience andmeeknefs, condemning pri
vate revenge, and commanding us rather to turn the other cheek 
to himthatfmiteth us,and to give our coat to him that taketh 
away our cloak, and go two miles with him that would compell us 
to go one, that is, to fufferfet more, rather then revenge our 
(elves or break peace, or order, or raife wars, to efcape fuch in
juries ? i t is a crucified Chrift thai conquered by furTering, that 

Z z * 



172 A Saint or'~a Brutel I * . 
is your example; And our Religion is but our Conformity to 
him in his fufferings and his holinefs. He hath made it part of 
onr duty to himfelfto obey Kings and Rulers,and all Superiours, 
not only the good, but the frow?.rd, and to take it patiently i f 
We fu fh r for well-doing, and not to return fo much as a rcvilirg, 
difhonouring word , or murmuring, rebellions thought, ic 
is not fighting for ourfelves, bur following him with the Crofs, 
and forfakingall that we have, that Chrift hath made the work 
of hisdifciples, and the neceflary condition of his promife of 
falvacion, Lake 14. 3 3. There is no Matter in all the world that 
fo ftri&ly commandeth Patience and forbearance, and forgiving 
and Love, and peace and fubmiilion to one another as Jems 
Chrift doth: He fetsthe hearts of all his fervants on another 
Kingdom, and tells them they have greater things to mind then 
riches or honours or domination upon earth. He taketh the 
bone of contention from before them , and bids them leave ftuh 
things as thefe to the men of the world, that have their portion 
in this life. You may as honeftly fay that the Sun is the greateft 
caufe of darknefs, as that Chrift and holinefs are the caufe of 
feditions, rebellions, treafons, or perfidioufnefs in the world. 
AH the world fet together hath not done fo much as he hath 
done againft them. I f men threaten hanging and quartering to 
fuch offences, Chrift threatneth damnation in hell fire to them : 
And would you wifh him ' to inflict a fharper punifhment, or 
more feverely to manifeft his hatred of the crimes / 

I tell you therefor* i f you (hould find Rebellion and Sedition 
among Chriftians, it is but as you may find corruption in the 
bodies of the living, which is contrary to life and health, and to 
be found much more among the dead. I am not here pleading 
for individual perfons, but for Chriftianity and Godlinefs. I f 
any profeffed Chriftians forfake the way of Patience and Subje
ction, and turn to Rebellion and difloyalty, they do far forfake 
Religion and Godlinefs, and much more wrong and offend their 
heavenly mafter, then their King and Governours, Plead who 
will for the wickednefs of fuch men for my part I will not I 
am fure Chrift will not plead for their fin which he condemneth. 
He rnzy juftifie them from i t , upon repentance; but he will ne
ver juttine them for it and in it . It*s not becaufe they are godly 

I u wam* o f G<>d/inefs, that any men have ever been guilty of 
rsbcLi-onSg or refitting Lawfull powers 1 As Dr . Ward hath fully 

proved 
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proved in his Sermon on Rom. 13. 2. Nothing more tendethto 
the rume of Rulers and people,then to hearken to the Devil and 
the Enemies of Hc/mefs, that would perfwade the world into 
a conjunction with them in the Enmity againft the way of 
Godhne.s and the faithful fervants of the Lord, upon pretence 
mat tneyareadverfariesto Governours and Government. I t 
is a weighty truth that the forefaid Doftor begins his Sermon 
witn i_ Among all the ftratagems of the Devil, tending to the 
4 t undermining of Religion, and the fubverfion of the fouls o f 
t £ men, though there cannot beany moreunreafonable,yet there 
( t was never any more unhappily fuccesful then the creating and 
t t * o m « K i n g a n Opinion in the world, that Religion is an Enemy 

t t to Government, and the bringing fincerity and zeal inReligi-
; on into jeaioufie and difgrace with theCivil Powers. 1 I t was 

by ttus Jeaioufie blown into the heads of the High Priefts and 
< t the Sanhedrim amongft the Jews, and of Herod and Pontius 

PiUtc, that Chnlthunfelf was accufed, condemned and exe
cuted on a tree: By this the Apoftles were haled before the 

< { Governours of Provinces • forced from one City to fly to ano
ther: for this they endured bonds and fundry kinds o f 

«* u u I C w a s t h r o i l S h t b i s &ncy that the Chriftians for 
three hundred years together endured the rage of Heathen 

§ bmperours, being deftitutc, afflided and tormented; Our 
Lord Chrift was traduced as an enemy to Cxfar, a man re
dactor y to the Roman Laws, and a Ncn-conformlft to the 
Religion and Laws of his Countrey. ] Thus and more that 4u« 

tnor. So that it is no new thing for the moft innocent and holy 
and.excelientperfons to fuffer as enemies to the Government: 
where they hved . nay it hath been the common cafe: nor is ic 
itrange to hear Religion and Holinefs charged with thefe crimes 
which they are moft againft. 
t Hi 7 ^ , c h e m a l i c i o u s flanders of the Papifts againft the Re
formed Churches, as i f they had promoted all -their Reforma
tions by Rebellion, they have been confuted fufficiently by rm-
rY' c j . , t m ^ I ftla11 0nlV Mr* the Reader that would be 
J typed tn thu and underftand the Proteftant dottrlne in thefe 

4 9 ! ^ 0 Efpeciallypag. 382. and from 
p u b l i f l i d 2 ) 2 ' A l f o H f l * w laft .Boo^ ( lately 

2 3 AnJ 
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And if he would know whether it bean Article of the very 

Religion of the Papifts, that the Tope may give away the Domini
ons of Temporal Lords that deny Tranfubflantiation, or hold fuch 
like points which he calleth Herefu,or that will not exterminate 
all that held them out of their Dominions, and that he may difcharge 
their fubjttls and vaffals from their Allegiance : I only in treat 
mm with his own eyes to read the Decrees of their approved 
general Council at the Laterane under Pope Innocent 3. and let 
him but believe his eye-fight. And for their cafe and confutation, 
let him alio read King James his Anfwer to Terror's Ora
tion. 

Having thus intcrpofed an Aniwcr to their Objection, that 
fay, Religion bath brought forth Rebellions ( which I confefs that 
Religion which teacheth Rebellion hath done • bat the ChriflUn 
Religion whichcondemneth it, and engageth men againft it as-
aforefaid, doth not) I now proceed to fome other proofs, that 
Godlinefs is the greateft fecurity and eflablifhment to Kingdoms 
and all Societies. 

1 2. Godlinefs above all things engageth men to be true to their 
Covenants to keep all their Oathes and promifes of Obedience 
to Kings and to other fuperiours • and to be faithful and trulty 
in all their duties to one another ? So horrid h the fin of Perjury 
and Covenant- breaking, that G(5d hath condemned i t , not Only 
in the holy Scriptures, but alfo in the Law of Nature. He will not 
bear with it in the Greatefi Princes ; how then ftiall Perfidious 
kbjedts fcape ? What fairexcufes had Saul for his breaking the 
Vow and Covenant with the Gibeonites ? He might have faid , 
1 .They procured it {romfojhua by a meer cheat. And therefore no 
benefit belonged to them from their own fin and fraud. 2. That 
Jojbua not knowing who they were , ignorantis nen e/l confenfus. 
3« That God had forbid to fpare any of thofe Nations. 4. That i t 
was not Saul that made this Oath and Covenant, but JoJbfM. 
5. That Saul did it in zeal for the people of Ifrael. Yet for all 
this in Davids dayes there was a famine in the land, for this fin of 
$«ul, which was not expiated ti l l fevenof his fons ( or poftc-
r j i y ) were hanged at the Gibeonites requeft : And though 
David might well fee that he might becenfured as contriving all 
thishimf elf for the extirpation of the line of Saul, yet would he 
nottorbear the execution, zChron. zt. And when the people 
naurmured at JofbuA and the Heads of yfrael for fparing them at 

firft, 
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firft, they arc anfwered with the Obligation of the inviolable 
Oath,7*/&. o. 

So though Zedekjah was the King of Babylons Captive \ force 
could not excufe his perjury and Covenant- breaking, but God 
feverely condemned and avenged ir. 

So that every Subjed that hath but bound himfelf in Allegi
ance to his Sovcraigri, is under fuch an Obligation as- to a true 
Believer is more dreadful to violate, then it is to fufTer 
death, 

Yea God hath written fuch a Law againft Pfr;*r?,even in Na
ture it felf, that he muft needs be afraid of i t , that is not a flat 
Atheift , left his appeal to God, do bring the vengeance of God 
upon him ; And in this life the perjured ordinarily meet with 
that Divine revenge which is the fore-runner of eternal venge

ance The perjured are unfit for humane Society ; hated by 
God, and never more to be trufted by man , t i l l found Repent
ance make a change : Which made Aftgptftine determine, that he 
that urgcthanother toforfwear himfelf, isas much worfe thena 
murtherer, as killing the foul is worfe then killing the Body, 
Seeing then that Religion doubleth thefe facred bonds, and calt-
eth Hell-fire into the face of the perjured and perfidious, it muft 
needs be a lingularf referver of Kingdoms and all Societies, which 
fall in pieces where thefe bonds are loofed and fall into the 
bands of God, who is aconfuming fire , cfpecially to perjured 
tnen. 

13 • ^Moreover it ucnly Godlinefs that obey tth with true Loyalty, 
and carryeth on all tvorkj methodically for the common Geod. As he 
that will obey every Juftice of Peace in all things that he cone-
mandcth , without refpe&tothe Laws or will of theSovcraign 
Power, may be fooner a Tray tor then truly obedient ( for every 
Juftice or Lord may arm him a^ainft his Prince) fo he that will 
obey the Princes of the earth, without refped to the Will or In-
tereftof the Eternal God, will bebut aTraytor toGod, under 
pretence of obeying Princes, that are but his Officers and Ser
vants. But the godly begin at god in their obedience • and there
fore they proceed methodically, and obey men upon right 
grounds and in their proper places. I t is not the moft abjelffte 
obedience to man that is the it ft. He that fhould command men 
caufclcfly to fire bis Countrey, or to deftroy the innocent, o r s o 

ravi(h Virgins or mens Wives, were nouobe obeyed , as 
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obeyed Saul \ but God is f l r f t to be obeyed. It is he that begins, 
proceeds, and ends with God , that is Aire to do no wrong, nor 
be milled. 

14- Hclinefs poffefeth men -with a publike fpirit, and maketh 
the cafe ef at hers to be our own, and teacheth us to do as we would 
he done by ; and giveth every man that hath i t , a companion to 
others ini their diftrefs, andan earncft defire after their welfare, 
and a rejoycing in i t ; when ungodly men are all for themfelves. 
JP/almi)j. i Cor. 12, 25,26,27. & 13. ^ # J 2 . 4 4 - Mat. 7.12, 
Mark^ 12. 73. 

15. Godlinefs engageth men in Doing good, as the very bujinefs 
of their lives, which u to be Rewarded with everUfting Happi. 
nefs : So that befides what is forced from men by Law , they are 
to be ftill in the exercife of Charity , and to be zealous of good 
•works • and to make it their fludy to do all the good they can: 
And therefore they are certainly the profitableft members in any 
Society, that aremoft truly Godly, Luke to. 29, go, &c. Deut, 
15.9. Luke 6*. 38. Gal. 6.9,10. 

16. Moreover Holinefs teacheth men to forgive Wrongs, andt« 
Love our enemies, and to let go our right, rather then to break. Peace 
and revenge our wrongs: and to forbear even going to Law con-
tentioufly, and where our putting up injuries meerly to our 
felves, may fufiice for the avoiding of if. Luke 6. 27, 28, 29.' 
M*t. 6. 14., 15. 1 Cor. 6. 7. And what contention can there be 
where thefe Rules arc pradifed ? except when the interefi o(God 
or others is violated • which is not in our power to remir. I f you 
fay that Thefe things are good if thy were praBifcd: I anfwer, 
1 V ? U c o n f e ^ then that Holinefs is good : For the Rule is Good, 
whether it be pra&ifrd or not. 2. I anfwer, that fo much as any 
man is fanttified,!* doth pra&ifeit.And therefore if any man live 
not according to the Rule which heprofefTeth to live by , that is 
from the remnant of that fin within him, which the wicked plead 
*or, and for want of more of that Godlinefs which you difhfte. 
Make him more holy, and he will do all this. 

27. Holinefs fecureth every Society, and interefleth them in the 
mojt tmprcgnable defence • even in the Lwe and favour of the Lord; 
\\™\J^™T7tyrea»d?r£€i9M He hath engaged his 
ofhZtv?* F i d c I i l y f o r f u c h > ^ d tendrech them as the apple 
, Q pr f 3 n d h a t h Promifed that he will be their defence, Zach. 
2.5. P/rJm5. 11. & 7 . I 0 > & 5 9 ^ ^ I y . & J 5 a > a > w h e r c a s 

. the 
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teffi!^ n d " h K T f e ' 1 • 6 ' & 3 7- And which of «neie Societies is liker to be hippy ? 

rerr^'m 4 - • & 6 ' 6 ' 6 ' 1 ! u t wickednefs is the 
ccra,n way to nunc £ « . . „ f i n U r J t f i n j f t b m I K t ™ j ^ 

l'r»,Mtfn,i)mul, and many others tells you ' 

w i t h o u ^ r , - " u f ; i l i m [ ' , h M

c * * - ; / « 
the feuer of r l ? n d ° m ' S T ^ a n d t l , e i r R i c h « « but 

which fhalldarnn then, , a?nd their f P t a d ? « r T t t a ^ f i ? / ! " » 
the fign of the.r m.fery in the eyes o f all fore-fee ng men P^l 
J 4 3 4- L Rightemfnl s txaitetb a Nation k„, fi„ i , . , ' 

What Glory can be equal to theGlorv 
tereft M God, and of our being hi? people a n d d o i L h; e T 
and having his prefence ? ' 8 h l s W 0 1 ' ^ 

j ' x"^PerJtttion ef tioUmfs hereafter with rhf M r t i» 

thither. I f the participation of chat which is the fehcifv 
be not xhzfdlcitjoi all < W , V , , I defire non/of . W 

felicity. tveir 
What i f Saints from Heaven would come down and dwell 

among you here on earth ? I befecch you as men of reafon,anfwer 
me thefe two Queftions. 

i Whether you do not know or verily believe, that they 
would be more Holy, and Pure, and Exadt, and f i n d , and more 
averle to all fin, then any of thofe are that now you diflike as too 
precile? 

2. Whether you would therefore call them Puritanes and 

fortC,K ' u. C*r t h g m ^ U t ' 0 r i m P r i f o n t h c m . o r take them 
^orthetroublersof your Countries, or rather for the honour 

A a and 
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andblcflingof your Countries ? What you would do by them, 
that do by thofe that come neareft to them among you. 

A 

C H A P , V . 

Times of Holine[s Are the Bejl Timet* 

N D now I have given you all this Evidence I dare leave i t 
~ to the judgement of any man that is fit to judge, W nether 

it be the godly or ungodly that are the Better M*l$r?%*™ 
Bttter Ptfiorsot the Churches, or Better Members o\ ttie <-om 

ealtb,orof my Society I Judge now whether the FUces 
^dTimes arenot Befi that are mojl Godly ? And whether it 
be the Godly or the Vngodly, that are the Troublers ot tne 
world I - t 

And'yet it hath ever been the pradice of ungodly men to 
charge it upon them that Fear the L o r d , that a l ^ 6 . " ^ ^ 
the world are long of them. We were all fmet, <*?^hey , 
«*£ i fc / t f i** andfrecifenefs troubled us h and thts " " ^ " . f Z f c 
came among us, hath fet us all.together by the ears. J mu 
men beyce reafonable, Idefirethem to conftder, 

i . 7~yW * hath al&ajes been the old complaint of the mojt me-
kedmcn^hkhGodhimfelf hathteftifiedagaitft i When Lot did 
but gently admonifli the abominable Sodomites to forbear a vi i -
lany not to be named , Gen. 19.. 7 ,8 ,9 . C 1 K / Z e v ' ^ t 
not fo wickedly-} What faid they to him ? and how did they taKe 

w «f at werfe wnn mtc wta _i *- -
t ween us now ? How are we unpeaceable ? Becaufe we are agawjt 
fm ? I f we would hinder men from wronging God , and rrom 
condemning their own fouls ,and others, then forfootb, we ar 
their troublers, And we judge thsm , and we difturb their 1 c i te . 
Jeft like the Sodomites , [ 7 V * p r e c i f e f e l h w s f o ) 
be our fudges, and we mufl be ruled by them >Jcffe!h%{*™ 
among us^hadnoneof this ado ; ] But did not God thin* > ua 
decide the controverfie aright 2 He fitft took and his lamny 

- away;, 
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away, that the Sodomites might be troubled with that preeife and 
bufie fellow no more •, and then he fent fire from Heaven on 
Sodom, and confirmed them all, making them an example, fufftrin? 
the vengeance of eternal fire, fudej. Or as it is fully fet forth by 
the Holy Ghoft. 2 Pet. 2. 6, 7 , 8 , 9 . [ Turning the Cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah into afhes, he condemned them with an over
throw, making them an example to thefe that after fhould live un
godly : ( Mark this ) And delivered juft Lot, vexed With the filthy 
conversation of the picked {For that righteous man dwelling 
among themf in feeing and hearing, vexed bis righteous foul from 
day to day with their unlawful deeds) The Lord knoweth how to 
deliver the godly out of temptations, and to referve the unjuft to the 
day of Judgement to be punifhed. ~~\ 

And now who is i t that was troublefom, and the caufe of evil ? 
Was it Lot, or was it Sodom ? Take heed left God take the Lots 
that trouble you from among you , and when you are rejoycinff 
that you are rid of them, he ferve you worfe then he ferved 
Sodom. 

In the daies of Noah ,no queftion but that Preacher of Righte-
oufnefsfeemed to the world a lingular and a felf-conceited fel
low : But did not God decide the controverfie whether it were 
Noah, or they, that were the troublers of the world ? Saith Peter 
2 Pet. 2, 5. [_God Jpared not the old world, but faved Noah the 
eighth perfon , a Preacher of righteoufnefs, bringing in the flood 
upon the worldof the ungodly.~\ 

When Jfrael fell before the men of Ai , it was a doubt who it 
was that was the caufe of that calamity but God proved it to 
be Achany who is ftoned upon this femence of fopjua, lofh.7.25. 
\_Why haft thou troubhd tts 1 the Lord fhall trouble thee this 
day* 

2. And confider I pray you , what a gmetnefs it is that yon 
have,before you are troubled by the Godly ? I t is a f^uietnefs in the 
high way to Bell : You had the priviledge of damning your fouls 
without difturbance from thefe precife controllers. Hath not 
Chrift told us, that the Devil is thus like a ftrong man armed, that 
while he kjepeth his Palace, his goods are in Peace ; but when a 
ftronger then he fhall come upon him and overcome him, he tak^th 
from him all his armour wherein he trufled, anddivideth the ff>oils*~\ 
Luke 11. 21,22. The hearts and the Nations that are not con
quered by Chrift, are the Devils Garrilons and pcfTeflions. £*° 
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you think that it is belt that he poffefs them Hilt in Peace ? Or 
that the Preachers of Chrift , that plant his Ordinance againfl 
them, and batter them, till thev are forced to yield, are therefore 
bufic troublefom fellows ? What is it for , but for your delive
rance , that ate Satans captives at his. will?. 2 Tim. 2. 

3. And might you not on this ground alfo account C hrifi himfelf 
the troubler of the world, as much, and a thoufand times more then 
us ? £ o r he doth more to diflurb men in their fins then any. of 
we : and he doth more for Holinefs then all the world befidc*. 
Andinthislenfe heconfelTethandfore-teilsus, that, he came not 
to fend Peace,hut divifion into the world, into Towns, and Coun
tries , and Families, Luke 12. 5 1 , 52, 53. I f we can have no 
Peace with you, unlefs we will difobeyour Lord , and ferve the 
Devil and the f lefh, and damn our own fouls, and furfer you to 
do the like, then keep your pence among your felvesj we will 
none of that Peace : we have no mind to buy your friendfhip and 
good words at fuch a rate / If jour peace will ftand with our peace 
-with God, and peace of Confcienct , we will gladly accept of i t : 
I f it will not, we can be without if. Your fouls are like fores that 
may not be fearehed, or a broken bone that muft not be fet, for 
fear of hurting you ; You are like men that muft have that 
which would kill them ^ or like children that will cry i f they be 
but taken out of their dung, or kept from fire, or from knives. 
I f we do but crofs you in the way to He l l , we trouble you, and 
we break the peace ? Yea, and i f we will not call away our fouls 
everlaftingly for company ? And is this the cafe ? Is this the 
breaking of your Peace ? The Lord will ftiortly be a Righteous 
Judge between you and us , and tell yon , who it was that 
was the Troubier of the Towns and Countries, and of the 
world. 

You find Ahab and Elijah at this conteft. Ahab takes him for 
the Troubler of Ifrael when a heavy famine was among, them • 
Elijah faith, No but it was Ahab and his Fathers hossfe that had > 
troubled Ifrael by their wickednefs, 1 Kings 18. 17 , 18. 
And which think you was in the r igh t , the prophet or the 
King ? 

Why Sirs, What is it that Godlinefs doth, that it ftould be 
taken for the Trtubler of the world , when ungodlinefs is taken 
for. your peace ? Is it o»r perfwading or hindnng you from fin 

that 
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that troubleth you ? And will noc the everlafting frui t of it 
trouble you more ? Then even fay, that waflimg you or fween-
mgyour houfes, or curing your fores, or ficknefs, or perfwadinj? 
you not to kill your felves, is a troubling of you ' Or is it f as 
theLordhath told us i t w i l l b e , Matth. 5. 10 11 hhn \% 
18 19. 1 P ^ . 4 - 4 , 5 J becaufe we are not fuch as you , and 
will not do as you do , and be of your opinion, and forfake our 
Lord to keep you company ? Is i t noc with good reafon > When 
we know you cannot fave us harmlefs ; and will noc anfwer for 
us before cheLord ? We know that every man muft anfwer for 
himfelf, and therefore we durft not truft you, i f you would pro-
mi fe us to bring us off : It is beft for you to ftudy better how to 
anfwer for jour [elves. But i f you are refolved on it that un
godly you will be, and that you will venture on Helho fcape a 
holy life , why ftiould not you give us leave to piety you and 
to forbear your fol ly , and to fave our felves ? Wil l it dovou 
any harm that others (hould be faved ? Or that others fhould be 
Godly ? Your own fandification indeed cannot ftand with your 
luftsandfleflilypleafures : but another mans may. I t will take 
none of your vain-glory , or wealth, or fenfual delights from 
you, that another man is fandified, or devoted unto God And 
therefore be not angry with us, i f we obey the Holy Ghoft, that 

c a l l e t h t o u s , ^ 2 . 4 a [ Save your feIves from this untoward 
generation/} 

Objed o but ( fa i th the ungodly crew) it WAS never a 
good world ftnee there was fo much Religion , W preaching , *nd 
precifenefs , and fo muck ado about ferving God / It Vpas a better 
world, when we had but a fbort Service read on Sundries And 
flayed, and merrily talkt together the reft of the day l Therl was 
more Love and good neighbourhood then amongfc men then there is 
now : There was not thmfo much deceit, and couftning, and oppref-
fing, and covetoufnefs in the world : There was more peace, and 
flenty, and a better world it was then now. 

Matters of peace and plenty change often in the fame age. 
And certainly you have as little hinderance now, from being as 
good as you have a mind to be, as ever your fore-fathers had. 
Two things I have to fay to your Objection. 

1. I f this be true that the world is fo bad, which part is it of 
the wsrld thaty@u mean ? Is it all, or fome ? Not all fure; that 
were too horrible cenforioufnefs to fay. Then God would pre-

A a 3 fently 
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fcr-try deftroy the world. Sodome had one Lot, and his family in 
i t Well ? it is but feme then that are fo bad. And which part is it ? 
Is it ihzGodly, or the Vngodly ? I f Godlinefs be naught, then 
Heaven is naught, where there is nothing elfe ; And then take it 
not il l to be (hut out > I f i t be the Vngodlj that are naughr, thats 
i t that I am faying. I t is time then to leave i t , and to turn to 
God. Is it not you your felves that make the complaint thac 
are the men that make the world fo bad I Is is not you that are 
fo Covetous and worldly that you have nothing lor the poor, 
and no time to fpare for the work that you were made for ? nor 
fcarcc any room, to think or fpeak of the life to come ? Is it not 
youthathw fo little Charity that you even hate men for Lov
ing and ferving God, and Peeking diligently to/ave the rr 
fouls? Its true, that there was never greater ^ * M H L a 

the world then fince there hath been fo much ^ f f S ' 
But i f t f r f * thatwickfdnefs, and ,» f I t is the 
^ the calls of God . and the hating and neg 
leering o f V h o l y life. Thofe that are faved by the Go-
fpel, may fay that it was a barlpy meiTageunto them • but: hole 
t h a t i t , and willfully fin in the openeft hght, may well fay 
that it fs a bad world with them : and worfe it is, and will be or 
ever, i f they be not converted, then i f they had never heard the 
Gofpel : It is you, and fuch as you that defpife the mercies or tne 
Lord, that make it a bad world • and then you impudently com
plain of i t , and charge it on them that will not be as bad as your 
felves: and take away the candle and (hut the windows, that the 
light may not trouble you. . . 

2. Well / but fay you the world wo*better wkn there was lefs 
preaching, and lefs ad» about the ferving of God , aud our 
falvation. I do not believe you, and I will tell you Why, 
yea, why I am certain that your words arefalfe. 

j.Bccaufeyoucontraditl the Lord. God faith thofe times arebejk 
when there is moll of the Light of the Gofpel, and molt helps for 
our faivaticn, and when the people are moft Holy. The increafc 
of Light and Holinefs is a principal part of the Glory of the 
Kingdom of Chrift, and of the Promifes to the Gofpcl Church, as 
you may fee, / f a . 9. 2. ^36.26. & 42. 6. & 60.3. Mat. 
4. 16. Lt<\. 2, 32. fob. 3, 19,20. The word of God is the 
greateft blefiing under heaven: together with a heart to obey 
and pra&ifeir, 11. 28. Bleifed are they that hear the word 
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of God and keep \t\\PfdL 106.3. & 1 i9 . i ,2 .e£- i . i ,2 .God himfelf 
pronounceth them bleiTed that meditate day and night in his 
Law, and that make it their whole delight • and becaufe of the 
increafe of Light and Holinefs extolleth the times of the Gofpel 
far above thofe of the Law, affirming the ieaft in this Kingdom 
of God to be greater as to the honour and priviledge of his fte-
t.on, then the Prophets, or John Baptift^ Matth. 11.11,12. 
And would you wifh me to believe fuch ignorant men as 
y o u , before the God of Heaven that contradi&eth 
you ? 

2. I will not believe you, becaufe your objeEUon U nothing but a 
BUfphemons accufation ef the Living God. i f it were true that 
Preaching is bad, it is Chrift then that is bad that doth command 
i t . But I am fare that Chrift is not bad : and that fuch as Blaf-
pheme him, do it to their coft. I t is he/ that bath laid a Neceffit? 
en w, and woe be unto us if Vee preach not the Gofpel, I Cor. 9 \ $ ' 
and that chargeth us to feed the flock, of God, 1 Per.5.2. Yea the* 
fpiri t chafgetb us before God and the Lord fefus Chrift who fhall 
judge the quicks and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom, that 
we pleach the Word and he inf ant in feafon, out of feafon, reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all long fuffering and dottrine.} I f any one 
be to be blamed for all this preaching and ftir for heaven, it 
is Chrift that chargeth it fo ftricftly upon us. And i f thou dare 
« y the blame upon the Lord, fpeak out, and ftand to it at judge
ment. 

3-1 know it is falfe chat you fay. that the world is the worfe 
for all this preachig and Godlinefs, becaufe it u againfl the very 
cjfice of Chrift, and of the Holy Ghoft. Chrift was a diligent: 
preacher himfelf, and dare you accufe him for it ? He came inco 
the world to bring us the Light of heavenly Truth • and dare 
you fay that it were better be without i t . l t is the work of theHoly 
Ghoft to illuminate and fandilie men, and do you think that he 
doth us hurt ? Chrtft dyed to wafh and purifie by theword and 
Spirit, the Church which is his Body, that he might prefent it 
ftotlefsto the Father, Eph. 5. 26*. 27. And dareft thou fay that 
Chrift came to do us harm ? By this thy defpifing of his bene
fits, thou fheweft that thou haft yet no part in him or in his fa
cing benefits, but art in the gall of bitternefs and bond of 
t h y iniquities, and thy heart is not right in the fight of 
God, 

4.-
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4. Moreover you are not to be belived becaufej^ fpeakjgah'fi 

the experience of all the Prophets and Apofiles of Chrifi. & a v l d 

had rather bea^oor-keeperin the honfc of Gsd% then dwell in the 
terns of wichdnefs \ and judged a day in his Courts to d?e better 
then a thoufand, Pfal. 84. 10. and accounted them the bldied 
men that might even dwell in the houfe of God, and be daily 
taken up in holy praife and worfhip , Pfal. 6$. 4 & 92. ] 3-
& 23.6/vVhen he was forced from the houfe and pubhek worfhip 
o f God, it was his daily lamentation, and he fainteth , and 
panteth, and longeth after the houfe and worflup of God 
again, Pfal. 42. & 84. 2, 3, 4, 5- [ amiable are thy 
Tabernacles O Lord of hsjls ? My foul longeth,yea even fatntejh 
for the courts of the Lord: My bean aadmy fiefh crjetb out for 
the living God : — Bhffedare they that dwell in thy houfe : they 
will be ftill praiftng thee : Bleffcd is the man whofe fire ngth u w 
thee, in whofe heart are the ways of them ] The Prophet Jfatafr 
faith [ /« the way of thy judgements 0 Lord have we waited for 
thee : the defire of our foul id to thy name, and tithe remembrance 
of thee : -with my foul have 1 defired thee in the night; yea with 
myfpirit within me will I feek^ thee early.) This was ther mind 
of all the Prophets and Apoftles.- and God hath told us that i t 
is the practice o f all blefTed men, to Meditate tn Gods word aay 
xight, Pfal. x. 2. And yet will you fay that i t was a better worm 
when there was lefs of this ? O felf-condemning Hypocrites. 
Why do you fo much profefs to honour the Prophets, Apofiles and 
[Martyrs of Chrift, i f you think that they were the troublers of 
the world, and that their dotlrine and pratiice makes us worle . 
Why do you honour them with the name of Saints, and yet 
defpifc both their doftrine and practice in thofe that do but en
deavour ferioufly to imitate them ! Why keep you Helj days in 
remembrance of the dead Saints, and fay that the Warld u the 
Tverfe for the living Saints f O horrible hypocrifie / to ho
nour their names, and hate their doctrine and eourfe of life, and 
fay that the world was never gsod fince i t was troubled with fueh 
as they! Do we trouble you with our Preaching, and $wfing, 
and our ftir for heaven ? How would Chrifi and his Apofiles 
have troubled you, that went fo far beyond us in all thefe, ana 
made a greater ftir then we, and turned the world ( as their ene
mies charged them) up fide down / A£t. 17- 6 - f o b a ** e w a s 

Chrif i in preaching and doing the work of God, that he neg-
— - 0 ° leered 
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ledecI to cat mYmeat for i t , 7*/,. 4. 3 4. and" bis 'flcfhly kindred 
would have/W £W.f 0* as if he had £u» be fide himfelf 
Markjl^i. Itfeems if you had then lived, you would have 
been among the wicked enemies of Chrift and of his Difciples 
and have laid [ I t was never a good world, fince thefe bu-
fie fellows made lo much a doe with their Religion ' 

5. Moreoveryou fpeah^ againft the inward feeling and cer
tain experience> of all true Chriftiansin the World. They all have 
tailed.and found that exccllencie in the holy ways and Ordinan
ces of the Lord, that they value them above all the world 
With David they efteem them above Gold and Silver ?Ul 
" 9 . 7 2 . With Solomon they fay that all the things that'we r * » 
dejireare not te be compared to them, Prov. Z. I<f. & 8. 11 And 
With J,* they value the word of God above their neceffari food 
Job 23.12. And with Paul they cvunt all things U f l ^ U ^ 

*/fAr ofChriftfmis. 7 8 f W 
know that it is a thoufand times better with them tince r \ S f 
converted them to a holy life then it was before, as Well as voi 
know that you are better in your health, then you were infick-
nefs Try whether you can make men that ever were among 
thofe where plague and war and famine raigned, to believe that 
£ ^ v V e r " S ° o d world/ince this plague and war and famine 
cealed.JYou may as foon make wife men believe this, as make ex
perienced godly men, to believe that it is worfe with them for 
their turning to the Lord.and living,holy.hcavenly livcs.You can 
never by all your doating and felf-eonce.ced prating, make thofe 
believe whom God hath fantlified, that they were in abetter cafe 
before,when they were theflaves of Satan, and ferved fin, & were 
under the wrath and curfc of God.They/^/that within them that 
will never fuffer them to believe you. The health of their re
covered fouls: their experience of the Goodnefs of the ways of 
God : the comforts they have bad in the pardon of fin and the 
hopes of Glory, do make them know that you talke diftradedly, 
when you tell them that they were better before, or that the 
world is the worfe for the grace of God. 

6. And we cannot believe you, when you fpeakevil of a holy 
courfe, be caufe your Words are againft all Religion, and common 
reafrn ; and much mere, de(trutlive of the Chriftian faith. I f God 
°« not to be Loved with all our hearts, and ferved with our 
gfeateft care, then he is not God: or then there is no fuch thing 

B b as 
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as Religion to be regarded. A God that is worfe then the 
Creature, is no God. I f we muft not feek. firfi the King
dom of God, and the Righteoufnefs thereof ( Mattb. 6. 3 3 J as 
Chrift hath commanded, then it is in vain to feek it at all. » 
there be no Heavenm Bell, let us lay by all Religion. But it 
there be, that man that thinks it not worth his greatefi care and. 
d'lig;e*cetobefaved, doth forfeit the -reputation of his reafon 
with his foul. W i l l you believe that man that faith he behevecn 
that there is an Everlafting Glory to be fought, and made fure 
of in this life of our pilgrimage and warfare, and yet t h m k s I ! | 
not worth our feeking for above all, and worthy all our colt and 
labour? He fpeaksa grofs and biockifh contradiction. .A Hea
ven no better then Earth, is no Heaven. A Heaven that is not 
worthy the labour of a holy life, is no Heaven. And a fcodtnat 
is not worthy of all that we can do, is no God. Either plainly 
fay that you are Pagans and worfe, and believe not any hie but 
this : Orelfe liveasChriftians,if you will be called Chnfhansy 
fay not that you believe there is a Hell, if you think a Hoi] life 
too dear tofcapeit. , _ .-n.-,/-

7. Yea this is not all, but your words do tendu Brutijanej 
it. felf Pagans did believe ( for the moft part) a life af ter wu* 
And that Apoftate Infidel himfelf doth prefcribe to au 
his Idols Priefts a very Jlric~l and Religious life, according to tne 
Religion which he owned ; and profelTeth that all care and tem
perance and piety fhould beufed to pleafe God,and obtain the 
happinefs to come. And {hall men called Christians take the very 
Infidels for rPuritanesl and be worfe then Heathens? I f we have 
not another life to look after, then what are we but beafis that 
perijh ? I f you think that you die like beafis, call your felves heap, 
and never more own thename of men.Ifyou are notbeafis'but me n9 

then have you fouls to fave or lofe, to be happy or miferablc for 
ever. And is it not worth all our care&labour to look after them? 

8. Another reafon why I will never believe you,, that the world 
was better when there was lefs preaching and Religion , is be-
caufe you (peak againfi the very end and nature of preaching and 
Religion. For the word of God is written and preached to this 
very end, to make men better. And is that the way to undoc tne 
world, to perfwade them to amend / O Impudent malignant 
tongues ! What doth the word of God fpeak againft but fin I 
•Omh i t anywhere fpeakagainft any thing that is Cod, ? or doth 
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i t anywhere command you any thing that Is &*^? Let the bit-
tereft enemy of God upon earth, fay fo, and prove it i f he can. 
I here in defiance of the Devi l , and all his inftrumcnts and 
fervants , challenge them in their bittereft malice , to fay 
the worft they can of the Gofpel, or of true Religion, and 
prove that ever it encouraged men to fin or that ever any 
wasa lofer by it I O wonderful / Muft the God of heaven in
dite fuch Laws againft all evil, condemning i t , and threatning 
damnation for i t ; and yet will thefe wretches have the face* to 
fay that it is long of the Scripture or of Religion that the world 
as Evtle What! Wil l preaching againft jour wickednefs rrnkc 
you wicked ? I f i t do, be it known to the faces of you, that it is 
you, and not preaching that (hall be one day found to be the 
caufe, and be condemned for it . Muft Princes and Parliaments 
make Laws to hang thieves and murderers / and when they have 
done,will you fay it is long of them and their Laws that men are 
robbed and murdered e Why this is not yet fo impudently unjuk 
as you deal with God. For they threaten but hanging and he 
threatneth everlafting damnation againft fin • and executeth i t 
on aH the unconverted , as fure as he threatneth i t . And 
would you have him yet do more to teftifie his difllke of fin ? 
Tell me, thou that blafphemeft the holy commands of thy Crea
tor? Wouldft thouha\iehimdo more then everlaftingly to damn 
unconverted ftnners, to prove that he is no friend or caufe of 
>»»? whatfhouldhedo more? Is there a greater plague'then 
Hell to threaten? Or wouldft thou have him do more to (hew 
how much he loveth Goodnefs, then to command i t , and per-
[Wade men daily to i t , and to promife Everlafting Glorj for their 
Reward? Is there any greater Reward to be promifed } I tell thee 
blafphemcr, to the Juftifying of my Lord, that all the world hath 
J e v e r . d o n e the thoufandth part againft mens faults \ as God 
hath done. Never were there ftrider Laws againft them, then 
his Laws. And never more terrible executions. And yet u ,it 
thou fay, that its long of God, or Scripture, or Religion, that 
the world is naught ? I f thou ftay a little longer" impenicently 
in thy blafphemy,till death have but given thee the mortal ftroak, 
( and its hard at hand ) thou (halt then be anfwered in another 
manner, and God. will eafily juftifie himfelf, and ftop ail fucfj 
*«»e and arrogant mouths, and confute thee with an everlaft-
J n g Vengeance. Remember that thou waft forewarned. 

Bb 2 9. Yea 


