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206 A Saint or 4 Brute, Pare II.
O that you would / Yea, if I provethat there is no man trsly
Honeft 1n the world, that is not truly Godly ? 1fyouwould ftand
to this, you would foon ‘be changed. ' Indeed it-is nothing but
but Difporefty that we would have you changed from. And if
you will not ftand ‘to this,, but will refufe Homeffy when you
know it, for fhame lay by the Alsme of Honefty, and wifh not
men £0 call you Honeft any more, Either e what you would be
called; or give menleave to call youas you are. .Let uscome
then to the tryal, and fee who is indeed the Homeff man ; the
Godly ot the yngodly. =~ : ;
1. Ihave already told you, that God whois the m8tt infallible
Judge, hath given Hhis fentence on his peoples fide. If you, will
think your felves that it is not.thofe that 7'hjeves and Harlots call
. Honeft that are fo likely to be Honeff', as thofe that wile men and
b - vertuous mencall fo : We have then far gredter Reafon to cons
? clude, thatitis not thofe that you call Honeft, thatare fo fic to be
judged fuch , as thofe that God callsfo. How fay you? will you
not freely give us leave to rake Gods judgements or Word before
yours ? If not, we will take leave. And Gad callsall the ungodly

- . by the name of Evi/ and Wickedmen ! and the godly areghey

b thathe calleth Upright, Good,and Honeft. The whole Scripture, :

: you know, if you know any thing of it, fpeaketh in this language. 2

Lnke 8.15. It is they that bear the Wordandkeep it, and brivg

Jorth frait with patience, that receive it into honeff and, good bearts.

This is thelife thar is acceptable in rhe [ight of God enr Savionr ,

which is [ in all Godlinefs and Honefty. ] Thefe areinfeparable,

Godline[s and Honefy. 1 Tim. 2. 2, 3. indecd the Greek word

hete is that which fignifieth gravisy and fecmlinefs of bebayiour s

but that which is frequently. cranflated [ good ] is it which fignir

: ieth the zruty Ham}.f"l&n‘d you know none of the ungodly aré

_ever called Good in Scripture, but clean contrary.. Prev. Li. 6.

« The righteonfefs of the upright [hall deliver them, but tran[greffors

{ball be taken in their own nanghtinefs.]| So verf, 18. 19,20

[.‘Tbe wicked worketh a ‘deceitfnl work., but to bjr}zi;b‘{tfa??’rth

zighteonfuc(s fballbe a [ure reward, As Fsghteonfmefs tendesh 1o

 4ife, [o be that parfucth evil , doth it to bis own death. They that

areof afroward heart are an abomination tothe Lord : bus [weh as

“A'G" #Pright in their Way, are bis delighn] Everywhere you fec how

°d~a.b orreth the ungodly , and exrolleth thofe that love and

e T hm. Chrift callech theungodly [ Evil men, that o of th¢
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 evil treafnre of their hearts o bring forth-ewil things | Marth.
12.35. Allis evil ;%the /ife evil, the beart evil, and the man evil.
Prov. 12.26.[ The Righteons is move excellent then bis neighbonr,
but the way of ‘the wicked [educeth them. ] "And Pfalm 16. David
callethehe godly T 7he exccellent in whom is all bis delight.] Itis
wnexcellent (pivie thacis in them, Dan, 3,12, 14 and 63. andan

excellent way in whichithey go, 1 Cor. 12,31 and an cxcellent

kwowledge whichehe fpiritsiljdmination caufeth them to attain,
Ppil 318, Ephe[3.18,19. You have Gods judgement of the
cafe, if that will fatisfie you, who it is that is the Beff and Honeft-
¢ft man, the Holy orthe snholy, . :

2. Do you think that man is‘an’ Horeff man , that will deny

you your duz,and'rob you of all that is your ows ? Or ratheris .

ot the 7nff manthe Homeff man, that will give every man his
own ? 1 know you will give your voices for the latter. - O then
Take hed Iéft yor®conidemy 'yoiit Telyes"s AF Vou'be"ride ‘Bhly,
your own teftimony doth condemnyou. Toritis ".{‘:’.Y‘he God s
that give God hisows', wher the ungodly 'rob him of it : Halt
thounor thy Life, and Time, and Maintenance from God ?' Ha
thou ‘northy Reafort ; and thy Affe®ions, and all thy faculties
from him ? And fhould not all thou haftbe employed for him
“Thou arta difbomeft man that grudgeft, yea denyeft him one day
infeven, when thowowelt Him all, Thou art a difbeneft man thac
Siveltaway thy Makers due untd his-vileftenemies. That wafteft

thy means or ftrength on fin's that fpendeft thy precious #ime on

vanity : that abufeft his creatufes to the fatisfying of thy lufts ! -

and that liveft to thy fleth ,"when thou fhouldft liveto God.
‘Thou robbeft bim of all which thou giveft to his enemies ; and of
“all ' which thou'doft not ufe for his fervice. It is lefs dithonefty

To riib?tﬁy Mafev that erufteth thee wich hisgoods , then to rob
the Lord that trufteth thee with thytime, and parcs, and all
‘things. ‘O blind unworthy finners ! What makes you think him
an boneft man that bbb hiis Maker, or denyeth him his ows,
'when you call hifn 2 5f%,he f man that 7obbeth bat fuch filly worms |
‘asyon', that it refpe&‘Sf God have ‘norhing of your own ! Art
-thon better then God, that it thould be called difponefty to wrong

thee, and wodifhonefty €0 wrong him, or denyhim that which is his
own ? God hath an abfolute Title to you, and that on more ac-
“counts then one. You areis ows, as you are his creatures. A/

fonls are ming, faith the Lord, Exvk. 18,4, And he hath Ti.d:htct; :
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thee by Redemntion , as well as by Creation : For to rhis end
Chrift dyed, and rofe, and revived , that he might be Lordof the
dead andof the living, Rom. 14. 9. We are notour own  We are

-bought with aprice , andtherefore fhonld glorifie God inour bodses
: 4mfoﬂr/]7irit.c which are Ipf.r, 1Cor. 6. 19, 20. For if one dyed for

all,then Were all dead, thar they which live [bonld not henceforth
live tothemfelves , but to him that dyed for thew and rofe again ,
2Cor-5.14,15. And as you your felves are Gods own as heis

- your Creator and Redeemer, {0 all that Jou haveis his ewn as the

befiowver , or as your Mafter that traftech it in your hands.
Ex0d. 19 §. [ Now therefore if ye will obey my woice indeed , and
keep my Covenant,then ye foall be a pecnliar treafure to me above all
people : for all the carth is mine. ] And faith God to Job, Fob
41.11. [ What[oever is under the whole heaven is mine. | Plalm
50. 10, 11, 12, [:E'mr] beaft of the Forreft is mine : the wild
bmﬁh of the field are mine : the World is mine, and the falnefs there-
of. 1 1Cor. 4.7. What haft thos which thow didff not reseive ? ]
Thouhaft not a minute of time which thou owelt notto God;
nora thought, nor a word, nor a farching of thy eftate. And is
1t not the bafeft injoftice and difhonefly to give thefeto thy ficth,
and deny them to him,and think his fervice an unneceffary thing ?
If thou wilt give the world and thy lufts any thing, let it be thac
which thou canft truly call thine own. As God faich to the Ido-
lators , Ezek. 16,7 8, 19. [.Thou haft fer mine oyl , and wine sn-

cenfe before them 5 my meat alfowhsch | gave thee, &c,] fo may

he fay o thee : It is hss Time which thou haft confumed in idle-
nefs and in finful delights ; and Az Provifion by which thou haft
fed {hy lufls. But fhffﬂnﬁiﬁedm:m is dewoted to God. His fFady 1s
t0 give hm bis own, Allthe bufinefs of his life whichyou account

his over-much ftri@uefs and precifenefs , is nothing but his

Honefty 10 God,in giviog him b own. You look your horfe fhould
fravail for you , and your Oxe thould labour for you, and your
fervant work for you,becanfe they are your own:And fhall not we
8ive up all that we have to God,thar are much more hss own? Wil

.You, hang them thac take Js#r Ownfrom you 2 and count them
Honeft thac deal worfe with God ? Say not , If Chrift were here,
~’ﬁ£’?””’dgiw st iz, For he hath told you how you fhould

Allhis ralents in his Laws ; and if youdeny them to the peor,or
20y Boly ufe that he requireth them , you deny them unto him.

Read.Mat.zs‘&10.40,_5,1,42, ' SYh 1A
s L INIS X L DI0 3 B'Do
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3. Do you think that an swnatural manisan Honeft man ? One
that will abufe bis Farber or Mother, and fcorn the bowels from
which he fprung. Al the worldis agreed onit, that fuch are” ;/-
boneft + [ Honourthy F ather and Mother ] is called the firf Com.
_ mandment withpromife. Exod. 2117, [ He thatcurfeth bis Fa-
sher or Mother, fhall furely be put to death.’) See Prov. 20.20. &
30. 17, [ The eye that mocketh at bis Father, and defpifeth to obey
his Mother | the Ravens of the valley ball pick'it ont. and the
Jousg Eagles fball eat st. To be [ withont natural affections ] is
the brand of higheft wickednefs, Romw. 1. 31.and 2 Zim.
3¢ 3. : 4
And do you not know that it is worfe to be without holy affe-
étions to the God that madeyon, and the Chrsft that bought Jou ?
and to defpife, forfake or abufe the Lord ? Thouhadft thy Being
more from bim then from thy Parents. They knew not how thy
parts were formed ! It was ke that gave thee thy immortal foul
It is by béms that thou haft lived-until now’; much more thenon
the food thou eateft, or the air thoubreatheftin. - And art thou
fo smnarural as to be ungodly , and deny him thy love, and care,
and fervice, that hathmade thee ? and to calia holy, heavenly
life, a needlefs coyl ? Deut. 32.6. [ Do yon thus requite the Lovd,
0 fo'olifb people and mnwife ? Is be not thy Father thathath bonghe
thee 2 hath be not made thee and eftablifhed thee 2} 1f an anholy
man be an honeft man, that is {0 wunarsral as to.crofs the end of hiy
Crearion,and deny his fervice to the Lord that madehim ; thenhe |
18 hone fF that {pits in his Fathers face,and defpifech his Mother that
broughc him forth. s SRR LR
4. Doyouthink that heisan hoseft man that is unthankful 2
Tris agreed on by all the world, that ‘mtbankf_ylﬁe].r_‘-‘iqa_princif_ml
point of difboneFy. He is no honeft man that-will abufe or defpife
thofe by whom e liveth, or that haveengaged him b_Y kindnefs,
. Ifyouwere fo ufed your f{elves, by one whofe lives ot eftates you
- had preferved, would you not fay, | What an_snworthy wretchss
this 2 have 1defervedthis nfage as hishand ?"Why all the un-
thankfulnefs againft meniin the world, is'nor to be compart‘idA e
thy unthankfuloefs'againft ‘God, What are the Bencfits which
man hath given thee in eomparifon of ks 2 Did ever man doany
thing for thee -thar is comparable to-thy Creation , ﬁif}d Redem-
Ption, and offering thee falvation from everlafting mifery, and a
room with Angels in everlafting glory? befides every hours mer-
o e ¢y
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cy that ever thou had®t here in this world, Andis thatan heneff
man that will requite this God with prophanenefs and ungodii-
" nefs, and return him fin for allhis mereies, and refufe tolivea
holy life 2 Doth thy flefp deferve all thy care and labour , andis
this Godunworthy of it, and doft thou call his fervice a needlels
work ? If jngratitade canmakea man difhuncft , thou artthen a
dithoneft man. Bet it is the bafinefs of the godly to giveup them-
felvesto him thatmade them, and to exercife their thankfulne(s,
in their capacities, for thefe greateft mercies.

§. Do you think that a crael usmercifsl man, ora lovirg and
merciful man s the more bonef# ? Surely ( fhall Lere have all your
voices. Hethat hateth thofe that hurt him not , and would kill
them, and fet their houfes on fire, and carryerh malice in hisface
and {pecches , will be called an bonef} man but by few. And he
thatis Lowing, and ftudyeth to do Good to allabout bim, will be
counted Hoxeft : Why try the ungodly and the Saints by this :
No more malicious men in the world then the ungodly. They
Lave an enmity even to the God that made them, Col, 1.21. and
to the Chrift that bought them, Lake 19.27. and to the Word of
God that offereth them falvation, and would lead themto eternal
life, and hate the Knowledge of the way of life , Prov. I.22.
They are enemies to the fervants of the Lord, and hate thewp-
right that defire their falvarion, and would but draw them from
their fins, Prow. 20. 10, & 9. 8. They curfe thofe that ble(s them,
and perfecare thofe that pray for them, Matrh. 5. 44. The ficft
wicked man that was born into the world , did kil his brother o
gmzxnfe bis swn works were evil, and bis broshers righteons, Fobn

P ¢4 : : " 3

But this is not their greateft craclty - They are enemies to
their own (alvarion : They will run into Hell in defpight of
Cbrift andall the preachersin the world. TFor there is but e
way thither, the way of ungedline/s , and that way they wi// go.
Yea thatis not all, butbloody wretches , they would have all the
Countrey doas they do,and be damned with them. They are
angrywith aman if he will not livean ungodly life,, and tipple
2“4 fwear,and doas they : They revile him if he will not give
v 'J.lsif:hgem ferving of theLord : whichisallone as to fall
Godwu dmen becaufe they will not forfeit heaven,and run from

;and damniheir fouls, and all for nerhing ! When they might
opee mercifully fcornus becaufe wewill not give over eating,

e or
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ar that we will notcut ourown throats, And are thefe-cruel
perfons honeff men? Is that mercdefs wreech an howeff wan | that
is not content to calt away his ows everlafting happinefs for no-
thing upon his fond conceits , but muft needs have others do fo
too ? Thatis not content to wrong the Lord , but would have
others wrong him alfo ? The Devil is Honeft if thefe be
Honeft. i, < :

But for the Godly , it is their defire , their care, their work to
fave themfelves,and farther the falvation of all others. O how
they long to hear of the Converfion of Townsand Countries !
and how glad are they when they hear it ! Not forany worldly
commodity to themfelves, but beeaufe they rejoyce at the good
of others. And whatwould they notdo to promoteit, which
they could'do ? :

6. Do you think that a perfidions unfairhful man,ora faithful
man that will not be hired to break his word, is the honefter man 2,
Sure this is no bard queftion neither. A Knigbt of the Poft, that
will fay and unfay, {fwear and forfwear, apd will betray his dear<
eft friend for a groat, istaken by few foran horeff man’, in com-
parifonof him thatwillrather die then lyeor be unfaithful,
Why nothingis more plain, then thatall yo?imt are ungodly ,
arecreacherousto the Lord himfelf : You' aFe perfidions Cove-
nant-breakers : You owe him your felves wholly on the grounds
that [ before exprefled : and yetyou are unfaithful to him. You
have all from him, and you ferve his enemy with it : You call him'
your God, and wiil not Love, nof honour, nor ferve him as your
God, Afal. 1.6. You bound your felves to him in your Baprifm,
and many a time fince, by a folemn Vow cr Covensnt : bur you
live in the treacherous breach of it continually. You Covenanted
to take the Lord for yaur Gods and yet you wlll not feek bim, nor
be Ruled by him. You Covenanted to take Fe/ws for your [avieur,
and yet will not be faved by him from your fins, Matth. 1.21.
You Covenantedto take the Huly-Ghoft for your Sanltifier , 10
purifie your hearts and lives-; and yet you refift his holy morions,
and hate his fan&ifying word and work, and fome of you will
mock at San&ification and the Spirit. Andcan the foul of man
be guilty of greater unfaichfulnels or treachery ? You Covenant-
ed toforfake thefleth, theworld, and the Devil : and now you
ferve them more then Chrift,, and-think your time is better be-
ftowed for them , then in the fervice of the Lord ! And is this

\ Bea your
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your Covenant-keeping ? No Traytors, no perjured wretehes
in' the world are - difhoneft men, if thefe be not dif
honeft. . SRS Sdl

But now it is the care of godly men to keep- the Cowenants they
have made with God. Al that which you reproach them for as
too much precifenefs, is but the pérformance of their . Baptifmal
Vow. Andifyou beagainft the keeping our Covenants with God,
fhould younot be againft the making them ? Are you not
afhamed to be fo forward to engage your children to God in
Baptifm, and when you have done; would haye them be ungodly,
and break the Vow they make 2 Will you by your Profefiion of
Chriftianity, and coming to the Lords Table, renew your Cove-
nants with Chrift your felves, andyet:make no confcience to
break them, and plead againft the keeping of them? We promife
Holinefs,and the ferving of God , and forfaking the world , ac
£very Sacrament, and whenever we promife but to be Chrifti-
ans 1 Andare youfor thie making-of thefe promifes, and yet for
the breaking of them, and revilersof thofe that endeavour but to
keepthem ? O ‘fearful impudency ! Is this your Hoseffy? and
would you haveus all as faithlefs and difhoneft, even with God 2
This was the perfidioufnefs of the Jews , Excks 16.8. [ I/ware
unto thee, and entred into a Covenant with thee, and thon becameft
mixe. | Weare marriedin Baptifm ro Chrift ; and is Adnitery

- with theworld; and forfaking our Husband, no difbenefly ! Why
- then'what is ?- '

7: Moreover, do you think thata Afarderer is an hoseft man?
Iknow you will fay 7vo. Why ‘nothing more fure thenthat un-
godly men are murderersof themfelves, and as1faid »would un-
do others; ‘They hate their ovon fonls, faith God 5 Prov. 20, 244
They deﬁm]»-rhemﬁ;lw;; Hof. 13.9. Thereis but one way to Hell,
and thar they will take, and that when they are plainly told of ir.
Nota maninHell, but brought himfelf thither, And O how

Mmany do their mocks, ‘and perfwafions , and evil cxamples

?l;ﬁ,f;“; of Hleaven, and bring to the fame mifery ! And are thefe
Efr :
',,,;.8 ode? you take them to be Haneft men that are common chears
yox’x don;’“‘"” > and that in mactersof greateft value ? I think
decrived, thWh y fach are the ungodly :. They deceive: and are
ing th: "{ 1 .35 13. They deceive them/elves Gal. 6.3.by think-

B ENCIiElves fomet bing when they are mothing . They make them.
S i " felyes.
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felves believe that they have Horefty and faving grace when

they have none ; and that theyarein a ftate of fafety and inthe

favour of God, when they are niear to everlafting mifery, and in

Gods difpleafure. And thusthey will think, though their fouls are
at the ftake, and the miftake be the greateft hinderance of theic -

“converfion ; and though God have plainly told them in his

word, whomhe will fave, and whom hewill not + Yeragainft all -

the plain difcoveriesin the Scriprure, and all the Marks of death
‘apon themfelves, and the open ungodlinefs of their lives, and all

‘the warnings of their teachers, they will. needs believe that their - .

ftate is fafe and that they may be faved without converfion; what
wilfull felf deceivers are thete I 'Their hearts are deceitfnl above

all things ,and they kxnoW them not, Jer. 17. 9. And thus they are

bardened by the deceitfulné(s of their own fin, Heb. 3. 13. finfirft
deceiveth them, and fo killeth them, Rom. 7. 11. If they were

not foolify and deceived, they would not ferve their lafts and

Pleafnres; Tit 3. 3. Thefe: miferable men did never yet learn

that feffon, 1 Cor. 3.18." which one would - think they fhould -

willingly leatn ‘[ “Let no man deceive himfelf.] - They will needs
- think that they are Chriftians, and have fo much Religion as will
Javethem, when God exprelly tclleth the curfer, fwearer  railer,

feorner, and all thatlive in wilfull fin, Jam. 1.26. that [ 7f any -

‘man [eem to be Religions and bridle not his tongne (and fo for
other wilful fins ) buzdeceiveth bis own heart, that wans Religion
Binvain, | < :

And as they Deceive'rbem/felves, fo tAhcy-':a’rle the common cheaters
‘of the world. ' They tell them as 'fmoogh a tale as if al] were -
fair and right, when they are pleading againft God, and reafon- -

‘ing men. out of .their faith.and reafon.When Eve had fioned, the.

tempted Adam. Thbe drunkard will tempt others to be his com- .

‘panions 1 and fo will'tlre fornicators, and volupruous fenfualifts,

“Fhe ungodly will pecfwade thofe about him to be ungodly 5.and

‘when he hathnor:a word of folid reafon ro fpeak againit che holy
“diligence of the'Saints;«a jeer or fcorn fhall ferve. to deccive in-
“ftead of Reafon:. Andif he dare not ftand to whac:be faith
-to the faee of ‘a minifter; or any but the ignorant that cannect
‘gainfay him, he ‘will take his time, and {peak when none are pre-
fent that can contradi® him. O how many thoufands are now
in mifery that were cheated chither by the fcorns and cavils
of ungodly men | And how many thoufands have loft all-hops®
: ¥y =0
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‘of Heaven by their deceits ! Could you but ask many thoufands

thatare now in mifery, [How came you to ehoofe [o unhappy a
way?] they would telt you [ We were deceived by the woras of
wicked men | The cavils and [orns- of ignovant finners have
cheated us of omr Salvarion.] The very calling a diligent fer-
vant of Chrift by thenameof a Puritan or Precifian, bath kept
many a thoufand even in England, from the fear and diligenc
fervingof the Lord. = And furely thisis a filly argnment. And
are thefe Honeff men that are the fadors of Satan the
great deceiver , in cheating themfelves and others into
Hell 2 ' .

But the Godly deal plainly with themfelves and others.
They are willing to know the truth of their condition, andnot
to make themfelves believe that which God never made them be-
lieve. They promife not falvation to themfelves on 4ny lower
terms then God hath promifed it. They have no hope of being
faved without Holinefs. They fet not Gods mercy againft his
Truth, nor the Merits of Chrift againft his Covenant. They
know that God is better acquainted with the ways and effects
of his own mercies then we are. And therefore though they .
hope to be faved by Gods mercy, it is by his fanitifying mercy,
and not to be faved svithout [anétification, that is, without fal-
vation it felf and the neceflary means. They know thatit is

“abundantmercy to be faved in a way of Holincfs, and defire

no other faving Mercy. Yea they know that fasitificatiox and
glerification both, are greater mercy then Glorification alowe, if it

‘were poffibleto be alene. This is the doétrine that the Godly

do believe, and this they praétife, and this they reach others,
and this they have learnt of God : and therefore they are no
deceivers. 203 :

9. Moreover, do youthink that he is an Honef} man thatis
an esemy tothe publike Good ? or rather he that is a commen bene-
fattor? Thebeft of the Heathens thought it one of the higheft
parts of virtue, to be ferviceable to muny , and devote our
felves to the common good. But wicked men are the very plagues
Of aland. Fortheir fakesit is that judgements come upon us.
‘that would lec in the plague of fin which would undoe
us.  He that fets fire to the thatch, doth do no worfe againft
your towns, then wicked men that would kindle the fire of the
wrathof God by their crying fins. Read the Scriptures and

fee -
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fee who it was that canfed Ifrael to perifh inthe wildernefs, buc
anbelicving finners, Who treubled lrael, and made them fiy
before theirenemies but one Achan ?Jofh.7. And what but fin
was the caufe of their caprivity, and prefent defolation ? was
it Lot or the Sodomires that brought dowa from heaven the fire
of vengeance ? Was it Noahor the world of the mngodly thac
brough: down the flood? Are thefe Honeft men that provoke
God to forfake the Land, and are the vermine and deftroyers of
Our peace and hﬂppimﬁ? But you know that God hath promifed
bis 4leffing to the Goaly, and to the places where they live
ofttimes for their fakes, as fofephs cale and others tell us, ~

1o. That man can beno Heseff man that wanteih the very
Prizciple of Henefty, and thatintendeth not the Exd thats ne.
ceflary to make any adion truly Honeft : But fuch are all un-
godly men. : gt

1. The Principle of true Honefty is the high effeem of God
and everlafting life, in our undeftandings, and the belief of Gods
revelations neceffary to the attaining of that life,and the preyq;s-
#1g Love of G.d in the heart,and the Love of man for his fake,
Without thefe Principles -of Honefty, no man can be Honeft,
How can he bean Hoseft man that Believeth not his maker ? He
that taketh God for a yer, bath no reafon to be taken for any
better himfelf. For would he be thought better then he takes
God himfelf to ke ? nor can he in reafon be expeted to be-
lieve any man elfe : For nonecan be better thew God. And is
that anhoneft man that profefleth bimfelf a Lyer, and taketh
al] men tobe fo too ? : )

And how can thatbean Huneft man, that Loverh nor God fo
wellas his flefbly lufts and pleafures? And this is the cafe of a2
the wicked. 1f they did not Love their Riches and hononr and
[en[nal pleafnres more then God,they would not keep them againt
his command, nor lofe his favous rather then lofe them, nor
feck them more carefully then they feek him and his Kingdom,
and think of them and fpeak of them with more delight. And
certainly he that Loveth his Riches, or Honours, or filthy
fins, better then God and Heaven it felf, muft needs be thought
to preferr them before his neereft Friends, or the common good,
And is thatan Honeft man that would rather caft off Father or
Mother then caft off his filthy fins ? and that would rather for~ .

ke his chiefeft friend, then forfake bis vices 2 and would lf]qll
: : . 15
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bis friend, or the Commonwealth, for alittle gain, or pleafure,

. seven for a whore, or for drunkennefs or fuch like things? T

think you would none of you fay that this were an Honeft mam,
-vhat would not leave fo fmalla maccerfor the life of his friend,
‘or for theprefervation of the Common wealth : And can you
expe& that he fhould prefer any friend before God and his Salva-
tion ? If hewill fin againft God, and {ell his falvation for his
£in, can you think he fhould more regard any man, how dear
foever ? Thereis no true Honefty in that man where the Love
‘of God doth not command.

2. Morcoverif the Homouring asd Pleafing of onr Lord, and
the faving of our fouls be not the -Ewd and principal motive of
our a&ions, there can be no true Honeffy. ltis eﬂ{ntial ‘to Ho-
nefty that Godbe our End. If you would know what a man 1A
firft know what he Intemdeth, and maketh the End and marke of
hislife : And fo youmnft do if youwould judge of his actions,
The Endis the principal ingredient that makes them Gosdor Bad.
If a Thief Love God becaufe he profpereth him in ftealing, or
becaufe he giveth him ftrength and opportunity ; this isa wicked
Loveof God. If a drankard Love God for giving him his drirk_,

. and a Whoremonger Love God for firenthening bim in his /xff,

will you call this Honefly? Every wicked man doth make his

fenfual prefent pleafure his principal End through all his life.

if helove his neighbour, itisbut carnally, as a-dog loveth him

_ that feedeth and firoaketh him. - 1 he feemto be'a good Com-

monwealshs man, itisbut for vain-gliryer carnal accommodati-
oss: and he fighteth for his King or Countrey but asa dog doth’
fqr hisbone. " If he give to the poor, itis burt that which hecan

Jpareiromhis. Belly, anditis cither in a common pirty, ot for
wain applanfe, or he thinks by it to ftop the mouth of Juftice,

that God may let himalone in his fins, or fave him after all his-
wickednefs. This ts no more an Honeft man, then he that makes
a sradeof fealing;and will ray Tythes of all that be ffeals, OF
give fome parc tothe’ Church or Poor, thar God may ‘pat~
don him, and fave him"when he hath done. -+ All theReligion,’
and all the charity of wicked men; is but for themfelves : and that

- which hath nio higher End then Carnal felf,is truly no Religion Ot

C'barir] sItisoniythe fan : ' 3 o ds

:Itisoniy the fan@fied' man thatis Honeff : for icis only

he;”%‘ is devored s God, and doth the works of h{: life to pleafe,

i giorific lus maker. - Thereis more Homefyin the very eas~
= g
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ing and drinking of the fan&ified, then in the prayer and facri-
ficesand alms deed of the ungodly.  Or elfe God would never
have faid as he hath done thar [ Ontothe Pare all things are pure :
but tothem that are defiled and anbelicving is nothing pure, bur
even their mind agd Confcience ss defiled, Tic. 1. 15. And thac every
creatsire is fanitified by the word of God and by Prayer, 1 Tim.,
4-4, 5. And thatthe prayer and the lacrifice of the wicked is abe-
mination to the Lord, and be abhoveth and boatheih them, when the
Prayer of the upright is bis delight, Prov.15.8. & 21.27, Ifa.
I-13. Prov.28.9. & 8. 7. & r1.20. Forthe fan&ified in theig
very eating and drinking do make it cheir end to Glorifie Ged,
and to be firted for his ferviee, 1 Cer.10.31. Butthe ungodly do
4, evenin their duties that feem moft Holy, but for a felfith
€arnal End.  So thae it is plain that he that wanteth the necef{a-
Xy Principles and End, that muft inform an Honeft mind and life,”
can have no Honefty of mind or life. L Now the end of the
Commandment is Charity, omt of a pure heart, and of 4 Zood
confcience, and of fairh #nfeigwed | 1 Tim, 1.5. % b
- But perhaps you will fay, that there bath been Honefty found
among Heathens - and therefore this doftrine cansot bold. To
whichIanfwer, 1.If this were trae, yet it is proved, that there
1S no comparifon between phe;y Honefly and the true Chriftians,
2. Butindeed, there was never rge Honefty found in any ungod-
lyman, By fomething that is Jike to Honefty they may have.
MdtcriaI{] they may do the fame ontward acs that Hoscff men
do; and this the world accounteth Honefty, that feeth not the
3#fide, and the Ends,and therefore give the name to the g7.;-
ter without the Form. And fuch may be Honeft [ecundssm gnid,
but not fmplicitnr. An Analogical Honefty they may have :
and be/efs difboneft then fome others.. And To as Robbin Wiood
was called an Honeff thief that would rob none but the rich, gmd
fometimes bring a yoake of Oxen that he had ftoln andinge t egn
t0a poor that had none ; fo may a Heathenand ungod Yh“?a.“ &F
Honeft, But men muft be Denominated (and fo m“g 6 helr af ik
ons) according to what is predomimant in them. And. there ore
we maft fay, if we will fpeak properly, that o #rgod/y man is
Honeft.

Iff;ou ask, How then it comesto pafs that [#ch are accounted
Honeft mew, and thar the world difcerseth not the Honesly that con-
ﬁ]?etla‘inaHul] life? Ianfwer 1. Becaufle that all the ungodly

2 S have
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have an Enmity to Holine[s+ And malice blindeth men, thac.
they cannot fee the Good that is in thofe they hate. 2. Be--
caufe they do ot know what Godlinefs 75, and therefore know.
not the Hunefty of it appearing in its Principles, Ends and
Rale. For it is not effeGually known by any butthofe that
bave it. 3. Becaufe all carnal men do judge afrer the flefb 5
and as they are to themfelves their higheft End, fo they do
judge of all thingselfe according tothat End, He is an Homeff:
man with them, thatis for them, and furthereth their commodity,
or anfwereth their defire. Mark them whether they judge
not thofe to be the HomesZeff men, that fuic themfelves moft to
their minds and wills, and fay and do as they would have them, .
And fo among T hievesthere is none fo honest men as their com-

Fanions 2 nor among drunkards nooe fo honest as they that

will fit with them, and wafte their time, and prate like ideots -
over a pot of Ale, forgetting that death and. judgement are
pofting toward them while they fit there : And among Har-
dots their Mates {eem Hone§t. So that difbone§t men are no
fic Judgesof Homesty. That which is futed'to ‘their corrupted
mind is be5F with them. And this is their Homesty.”

By this time you may fee, if you are not willfully blind, that
the way of Godline[sis the only Hoves? way ; .and.therefore you
mult citherbe Godly or Diftonest ; and pretend not anylonger
that you are Hozne st while you'are angod/y: unlefs you will in-
creafe your fhame by your contradictions. = The Scripture de-
feription of one thatis Homeft is, that [in fimplicity anil godly
Sncerity, mot in flefbly wifdom, bnt by the grace of God, he hath
his conver(ation in the world ] 2 Cor. 1. 12. The Honefty which
the Gofpel teacheth, and which God will own is this, [ that de-
nying urgodlinefs and worldly lufts, we live [vberly, righteonfly
and godly in ths prefent world, looking for that bleffed hope and
the gloriows appearing of the great God, and our [aviour Fefns
Christ] Tit. 2.12,13. [ oA Godly Seed ] is oppofed to the
gruxt of Adultery, Mal. 2. 15. And when David lamenteth the
t;z?‘y of Howestyinthe world, his language tells you whom he
cmfe;’ié;r\,Honeﬂ.me‘n, Plal. 12 1. [ Help Lerd, for the Godlyman
v w;ff °§ fh; faithful faile from among the Children of men. 2
[ The ey, 308 may perceive what he thinks of others,
To ¢ wicked walk. on every fide, When the vileit men areexaled ]

4 E/ erve God with reverence and godly fears, is the true

Honesty,
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Honefty, Heb. 12.28. And now choofe you whether yon will
be Honeft or ungodly: buc be fure thatit'is the Godly that are
eﬁeemede/f and accepted by the Lord : and how ever the
world judgeth, [ Know that the Lord bath [ect apart him thar #
Godly for bim[elf ] ashe tellsyou, Pfal. 4. 3.

CHAP. VIIL
Holinefs isthe moff Gainfull way,

VVEE have certainly found out already the SAFEST
Way, and the HONESEST way: We are necxt to en=
quire which way is moft Profirable. And one would chink that
this fhould be as eafily refolved as thereft, I am fure if God
be wifer then man, and his holy word to be believed, the que-
ftion is decided,and beyond difpute.Saith Panl 1 Tim.6.5,6. Men
of corrupt minds, anddeftitute of the truth, [uppofe thar Gain is
godlinefs, ] or that itis better then Godlinefs , and therefore
their Godline(s to be fuited to their worldly gain: [ Bas (itis)
Godlinefs withcontentment which is the great Gain ) Yea [ God-
Lime[s 3s profisable to all things, having Promife of the life tha
#ow 15, and of that which is to come. ] 1 Tim. 4. 8.
- Bytto whatend fhould I cite more words of Scripture, fora
point which all the Scripture proveth? It is not poffible that
any man can be unrefolved in this, that underftandeth and be-
lieveth the word of God. But yetbecaufeI fee that Commodity
is fo much lookt afterin the world, and almoft all are for the
Gainful way, asthey apprehend it, and therefore its plain that
Godlsne[sisnot Prattically believed to be themoft gainfnl Way
(or clfe men would follow it as eagerly as they do their world-
1y gain; ) I fhall therefore open to you fomewhat of that Gain
that Godliuefs dothbring ; and if you can fay that any other
courfe will prove as gainful, and make it good, then take that
courfe: Butif you cannoe, confider what youhave to dg , and
do not refufe your own Commodity. :
1, The firft part of our Gain, which is the fum of all thereft,

18 God him(elf who 7 become onr God,f throngh Fefuws Chriff. He
Ff 2 > 13
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isin Covenant with all the Saints, (Pfalm 50.5.) and this is the
Covenant [ 7 will be your God, and you [hall be my People.]
7er.7.23. Ezck 36.287 Jer. 11. 4. ¢#30.22. Lev. 26.45. 12.
Ezck, 11,20 @ 37.23, 27. 2Cor. 6. 16.He is a- Godto others
as a King is a King to Traytors whom he will condemn : But heis
aGodto his People, as a Kingis related to his faithful [ubjects,
and a Father to his dearelt child. When he calleth himfelf
L Onr Father 7] he fpeaketh fo much of bis childrens Happinefs;
as is their admiration as well as their joy. _ But when he calleth
himfelf [Om- G,;d] he fpeaks_,.as, .much .as much as can be
fpoken. ‘ e

Tobe [onr God] is to be [ the Infinite, Power, Wifdsm and
Goodnefsengaged to ws for onr Good,and to be onrs accoring to onr

neeeffity and capacity, | :
This, O ye worldlings, is the Rices of the Saints ! This is the
Wealth that we will boldly boaftof. Boaft you of your houfes
and lands and money, and we will boaft of our Ged. Have you
Houfes, and Towns and Countreys at command?  Be it fo: but
the Saints have the God of the world, tobe their God. Have
you Kingdoms and Dominions ? We have the God of all the
earth; the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. Set.all, your
Richesin the ballance againft him, and try what chey will prove.
Set all the world, and the Kingdoms, and Glory, and Wealih of
it inthe ballance,and try whether they, are any more to God,
then one duftor feacher toall the world; yeatheyare nathing,
and le[sthen nothing 5 vanity and lighter then vanity s¢ felfelia,
40.16,17. This one Jewel containeth all our Treafure. Heis
ours that hash all“things : What then can we need? Plal. 231,
He is ours that knowerh all things: Who then can overreach us,
or undo us by deceit 2 He is ours that can do all things: What
Eben hould we fear? and what power fhall prevail againft us?
He is oursthat is Gsodnefsand Eove it fclf. How then can we
_bemiferable? or what imperfedion can there be in our Feli-
1y 2 | They. that traffin their wealth, and boaff them[elves in the
- ;:j‘lz:':gude of their r;"chu, none of them can by any means redesw
[e:f & other (nor himfelf) that he froild live for ever and mt
L """P”m.,] Paim49.6,7, 0 U But God will redeem ws froms
¢ power of the grave s for be fball receive s J Ver. 15. Let the
S kers ”f iquity boaft themfelves o while! (Pfalmo4. 4. )
: Les the wickedboaf- of their. beartg defire, and blefs the cew;:w’
whoms. ..
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whom the Lord abborreth. 7] Plalm 10.3.- It #s the Lord that *
King for ever and ever , that heareth the defires of the bamble
that prepareth our hearts,and preparerh his ear 1o hear.. Ver.16,17.
Osnr [onls foall make their boaft in God, Plalm. 34.2. L Orap
and fee that the Ford 4 good ! bleffed isthe man that truftethin

kim. | Buc you cannot fav truly L Bleffed 45 the man thas bath -

_Lafndx and Lorfbips : Blefled i the man thar kath Crowns and
Kingdoms: ]Yea, truly mayyou {ay,[Curfed s the man thas trufteth
mman, avd maketh flefb bis arm, andwithdrawerh b beart from

the Lord.] Jer, 17. S« [ Fear the Lord Je bis Saints, for thereis -

Rowant-ro themthar fear him. ] Plalm 34. 8,9, 10. But when
you haveall the world, you cannot fay that you have no want.

Confounded then be the coverous Tdslatrs; that boaft themfelves of
their Idols ( Plalm 97.7.) Batin God will we-boaft all the-day

longy and praife bis name for evermore. Plalm 44. 8. *What have

Jon butthe gleanings of onr harveff? and the crmms that fall

- trom the ¢hildrens table? Our Godis he that giveth you your pro-
Sperity : He droppeth you thefe leavings, from the redundancy

of his Goodnefs, when he hath given bimfelf | his Sox and alf
thingst0 bis-own. Al that we want, and all that our fouls de-
fire, isin'God. We have none in heaven byt him, nor anyin:earth
that we defire befides him; Plalm 73+ 25. His loving kindnefs is
bester to us then life : Plalm 63, 3. LOar flepp and onr beart fsil-
eth s (andall the creatures fail us ) but God is the frength of
our hearts and onr portion forewver.’] Plalm 73.26. Venily the

Riches of all the Princes of the earth is lefs in comparifon of

hbimthat is the Treafure and Porcion of the Saints, then a fraw
is toall the earth, er a Jittledung to the thining Sun.

2. Would you yet hear more of the Riches of Believers
( though more then God there cannot be ) The Lord Fefus
Chrift is their Head and Husband , their Savionr and Interccffour
at Gods right band : They are Married ro him.! His Mfrm are
theirs for all thofeufes to which they need them. ZTeishe tbﬂ.t
Fuftifieth : Who then fball condemn - them? He that ;. Pftred not bis
own Son,but gave him up for ns ally bov fball be _not.w;th.b;m alfo
freely giveus all shings? Rom, 8,32, 34. Chriftis the Pearl of

snfinite valne,for whom we have willingly feld all.. Matth, 13. -

45,46. And what areall jour T'rea(urestothis Treafure? Ask
Panland be will tell you, that had tryed both, Phil; 3,7,8. His

Qain b counterh Lafs for Chrift: yea, all things. he. accoan;!ﬂz &,
: o » oHg
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but lofs and dung, forthe excellency of the knowledge of Chrift.]
Yt is Love incomprehenfible, (nrpaffing knowledge, that 4 revealedto
#sin Chriff, Eph. 3. 18, 19. The Riches of Chrift are unfearch-
able Riches, Eph.3.8. Itis Chrift that bindeth up our broken
bearts ; that is the Peace-maker and Reconciler of our feuls to
God. What he hath done for us, and what he will do, I fhall tell
youanon. Butthe ungodly have no partin him, nor have they
any fuch treafure,that will do for them what Chrift will do for us.
Their Treafure is the wrath of God , which they are heaping up
againft the day of Wrath, andrevelation of the righteons juagement
of God, Rom. 2. 5. All the Treafures of wifdom and knowledge are
bid in Chriff,Col.2.3. And he hath them for us, according to
our meafure : as being our Treafurie, our Head, and made of
God to us Wifdsm, axd Righteon[ne[s, and Sanclification, and Re,
demption, 1 Cor. 1. 30. They are exeeeding Riches of Grace that
are fhewed in the kindre[s of Godthrough jefus Chrift, toall that
are fan&ified by that grace, Ephe/. 2. 6,7, 8. Yea, that you may
fee there is no comparifon, even that which you abhorr ina Chri-
ftians cafe, and account his mifery and the worf of Chrift, is
better then the beff of yeur condition,and then that for which.you
lofe your fouls. For the wery Reproach of Chri f, wgreater riches
then the Treafures of the world, Heb. 11.26. And it is the reproach
that we undergo for Chrift , that you moff abborr , and the trea-
[ures of the world that you highlyeft efteem.Tc is greater Riches to
beone of them that are fcorned and dersded for the fake of Chrift,
then to be one of them that hath the wealth of the world ac his
difpofe. Andif the Reproach of Chrift be greater Riches then
all yours, What then ishis Life, and Love, and Benefirs 2 his
Graceand Glory ?

3. Would you have the Richesof theSaints yet further open-
edto you? Why the Holy-Ghoft s in Covenant with them as their
Sanétifier and Comforter : And heis not only theirs himfelf, by
Cowenant and Relation, but he alfo dwelleth in them by his graces,
and reftoreth the image of Godupon them. They aretbe Zem-
Ples of the Holy-Ghaft which isin them, 1 Cor. 6. 19. And by the
;P‘“‘s and by Faith, Chrift dwellethin their hearts, Ephef. 3.17-

lE 8.11. ¥ Cor. 3. 16. God him/elf doth dwell in them,and con-
;_er ? with them, and write his Law in their hearts,and teach them
imfelf by this his Spirit. 2 (or. 6. 16, H¢b. 8. 10. & 10. 16,
L Herebyweknow that be dwellerh in s bythe Spirit Which he bath
Ko given
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given'us, 1 Jobn 3. 24. Yea he that is joyned ta the Lord,is One Spi-
7it, 1 Cor.6. 17, Yor [ the Lord is that Spirit , and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there 4s liberty. ) 2Cor.3.17. [ % are an
babiration of God throngh the Spirit. Ephef, 2.22.7 [ Becanfe we
are fonsy God hath fent the [pirit of bis Sominto enr hearts, whereby
we cry Abba Fatker,Gal. 4. 6.”) By thisSpirit the Saints bave ac-
cefs wntathe Fatber, Ephef.2.18. and by this it is that they are
quickened to prayer and holy worfhip, and their infirmities are
belpt,Ephef.6,18. Rom. 8. 11, 26. By this they fizht againft the
flefb, and overcome it, Gal. 5. 17,18. Rom. 8.13. In this they
live, and Walk,, and work , Rom.8.1,5. Gal.§5.16,25, This
Spiric is the Teffimony of their Adoption. Rom. 8. 16.and the
feal and earnefb of  their beavenlyinberitance,2 Cor.1.2.2. &5.5.
Epbef. 4. 30. By this they are new born, Jobn 3.5,6. Andput off
the old man which is corrupt according tothe decestful Infbs, and be-
ing renewedin the (pirit of their minds,do put onthe new man, which
after God is created in Righteosfne[s and trwe Holinefs , Epbef. 4.
22,23, 24. By theillumination of this fpirit , they have anew

underftanding, and are brought ont of darksnefs into the marvellous

Light of Chrift , 1 Pet. 2. 9. that they may ksow what is the
bope of the Chriffian Vocation , andwhat is the Riches of the glory
of Chrifts inheritance in the Saints; Eph.1.18. In aword, by

this Spirit their fins are mortified, their fouls renewed, and made

£

like toGod, and they become a holy Prieft-hood , a_peculiar people -

unto Chrift, andin this Spirit have Communion With him , Rom.
8. 13. Tit.3.5. 1 Pet.2.9. Tit. 2.14. 2Cor. 13. 14. And
what is all the Riches of this world, to this Heavenly Treafute ,
the Spirit of the Lord ? They thacthave this Spiriz | are taught by
it.to fet light by all your Riches, and to efteem one dayes Com-

munion with Chrift, above all the Gold and Glory of this world. .

Arid that which fetsthe foul of manfo far abeve Riches, 1s bettcr"
then thefe Riches. As your Lands and honours do fet youabove
the pins and points that children take for th;x_r treyfur? , and fet
as much by as you do by yours ; fo the Spirit of Chrift and the
Life of Faith, doth fetthe fouls of true Believers 2 thoufand-
fold more above your Riches, thenyounare above your ’chxldrens
toyes. ‘ : ;

If yet you fee not the Riches of Saints, confider but t.he wWoR-
derful expreffion, 2 Per. 1. 4. that they [ have exceeding grest
and precioms. proms[es given them. that by shefe they may be parmke:;‘

"
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of the Divine nature , baving efcapedthe corruption that is in the

4 worldtbrmgb luf.] And can cthere be more on earth beftowed

on man, then tobe made partakers of the Divine nature ? As it

- would be agreater gift to a bruiz , tobe made 4 mar, and have

manly Riches, then to have fore of Provender fuiced co'his bru=
tithnefs ; fo isit greater Riches to the ungodly to be fantlificd and
made partakers of that warure that is called Divine by God him-

- {elf, then tohave provifion for unmortified lufts, and co have all

the contentments of a fiefhly mind, It were a greater gift to
an. Jdeot , to be made « wife and learned man , then to be
;;urnifh’ed with feathers or fticks to play with, So is it
ere,
4. Every truly fan&ified man, is reffored from the mifery that he
was bronght into by fin. He hath all his fins forgiven him , and is

 freed from the curie of the Law , by the merits of Chrift, and

the promife of the Gofpel. For in birs We bave Redemption through
bis blood, even the forgivenefs of fins.Col. 1. 14. Ard by bim all
that belicve are juftified from all things, from whichthey conld not
be juftified by the Law of Mofes. A&s 13. 30. #hen we were dead
3n0ur fius, we were guickened with Chrift, and bad all onr trefpaffes

orgiven us, Col.2. 13. Aska wounded Con{cience that groan-
eth under theweight of fin, and under the fenfe of Gods in-
dignation , Whether forgivenefs of fin be a Treafure or not ? I
am (ure chey that now are paft forgivenefs,and feel what.fin isin
the bitrer fruits | would give ten thoufand worlds, if they had
them, for the pardon of their fins ; and would account forgive-
nefs a greater mercy then all the Riches and Kingdoms of the
world. What a heavy curfe did the Spirit of God pafs upon 8-
mon Magus, for thinking that meneywas a valuable thing to pur-
chafe the Holy Ghoft with! 4 8. 20,21. Thy money perifl with

“thee, becanfe fhon haft thessght that the gift of God maybe purchafed

) money i Thou baft neither part nor Lot in this marrer, for thy

beart ;5 uot right in the fight of God : repent therefore of this thy

Wickednefs, &e. The name of S;mion Magunsis odious tous all
and yet ] doubrt that maft among us exceed him in the fin for which
he is'thys curfed. For he thought the Zift of the boly-Ghuft to be
foric T money, or elfe he wonld not have offered his moncy
the Holy.eop 22 men take their money to be betrer then the gift of
the Holy-Ghosy, If he that would have pgn/mﬁdtbe‘_ﬁo{]'GbOﬂ,
neccffary gift of the fpiric, was pronounced

2 wicked,
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Wicked, and carfed with fuch a heavy curfe; Whatare they that
fet more by their money then by the [pecial gift of the Holy-
Ghoft, yea that hate and deride it, and plead againft is Sanéti-
fyibg work ? The time is near when your Riches will fail you ,
and your. profperity die, and your fins will live ; and then chere
dsnone of you all buc will fay ‘that Pardes and Grace are greater
Riches then all the world.

5- Moreover, the godly have Angelsto attend them and be theiy
&rard, as] have proved to you before, And are horfes, and kine,
and oxen, think you, greater Riches then the Guard and
Miniftracion of the Angels of God ? Hip, 1, 14, Plalm g1
&, 1

6. And furely the very Communion of Saints and Ordinances of
God which in the Church we beve enjoy , are greater Riches thew all
the world. Weare now no more firangers and forres gners, but fel-
Low-Citizens of the Saints, and of thehonfhold of God, E phef2.19;
We are members of that well-tempered body ; where ajl the
members are obliged and difpofed to have the fame care ome for
another, thatif one fuffer al [wffer , and if ove be bomonred all re=
joyce, 1 Cor. 12, 25, 26. As weak as'Chriftians are, and as worth-
lefs in your eyes, one of their hearty fpiritual prayers, and one
word of their holy favoury conference, doth profitus more, then

-and be feen in their lives, which is worth more then all the Riches
of the world. And O how fruicful are the holy Ordinances
which we partake of , both in the Chur;hgs Communion\ , and
alone in our retirements ! A poor Chriftian can get more in a
Sermon which you fleep under, orderide, then you will get by
your trades or livings while you live. He findeth greater Trea-
fures in one Chapter of the Bible, or in one good Book, chen
you can get out of all your lands or labours. The beft of your
livings will not yield you fomuch commodity in feven years, nor
in feven thoufand years, if you could fo long keep them ,asa
believing foul can get from God in one hours prayer, evenin fe«
cret, where he is not by man obferved. You do not believe this,
thatare ungodly : I know yon do not heartily bclxe\{e it ; for
elfe you would try it, and not continue in yourungodlinefs. But
they that try it , know it tobe true. Or elfe what makes them:
€oMtiangin i, andlive upon theis holy Commupion wich o
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