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O that you would / Yea, i f I prove that there is no man truly 
Hofiefi in the world, that is not truly Godly ? Jf you would ftand 
to this, you would foon be changed. Indeed it is nothing but 
but Dijhonefty that we would have you changed from. And i f 
you will not ftand to this , but will refufe Honefty when you 
know i t , for fhame layby the Name of Hone fly, and wifla not 
men to call you Hone ft any more. Either be what you would be 
called-, or give men leave to call you as you are. Let us come 
then to the tryaj, and fee who is indeed the Honeft man the 
Godly or the ungodly\ 

i . I have already told you, that God who is the m&ft infallible 
Judge, hath given hisfentence on his peoples fide. I f you will 
think your felves that it is not thofe that Thieves and Harlots call 
Honefi that arc fo likely to be Horn ft, as thofe that wife men and 
vertuous men call fo : We have then far greater Reafon to con* 
chide, that it is not thofe that you call Honeft, that are fo fit to be 
judged fuch , as thofe that God calls fo. How fay you ? will you 
not freely give us leave to take Gods judgements: or Word before 
yours ? I f not, we will takelefive. And God calls all 'the ungodly 
by the name of Evil and Wicked men / and the godly are they 
that he olleth Vfright,Good, and Horn ft. The whole Scripture, 
you know, i f you know any thing of i t , fpeakcth in this language. 
Luke 8. 15. I t is they that hear the Word and keep it, and bring 
forth fruit with patience , that receive it into hone ft and good hearts. 
This is the life that is acceptable in the fight of God our Saviour , 
which is [_in all Godlinefs and Honefty.1^ Thefe areinfeparable, 
Godlinefs and Honefty. 1 Tim. 2. 2, 3. Indeed the Greek word 
here is that which fignifothgravity andfecmlinefs of behaviour : 
but that which is frequently tranflated [ ^ W ] is it whichfigni-
neth the truly Heneft. And you know none of the ungodly are 
ever called Good in Scripture, but clean contrary. Prsv. U- 6-
The righteoufnefs of the upright Jhall deliver them, buttranfgrejfors 
jhall be taken in their own naughtiness. ] So verf. 18. i £ , 20. 
iThe wicked worketh a deceitful wor^, but to him that foweth 
righteoufne[s Jhall be a fure reward. As righteoufnefs ttndeth U 
life, J0 he thatfurfueth evil, doth it to hk o%n death. They that 
«re of xfreward heart are an abomination to the Lord : but ff»ch OS 
r e 7 r l i **their w <*7>" r e hisdeliihx\ Everywhere yo» fee how 
^oaabnorreth the ungodly, and extol leth thofe that love and 
rear mm. Chrift calleth the ungodly I Evil men, that mt of the 

evil 
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evil treaftire of their heart's Ho bring forth evil things'} Matth. 
12. 35. Ail is evil • the life evil, the heart evil, and the man evil: 
PTGV- 12. 26. [_ The Righteom is more excellent then his neighbour, 
but the way of the wicked feduceth them. ] And Pfalm 16** David 
calleth the godly [ The excellent in whom is. all his delight. ] It is 
sin excellent fpirit thzt ism thzm, Dan. 3. 12.14. and 63. andan 
excellently in which they go, 1 Cor. 12.31. and an excellent 
•knowledge which the fpirits illumination cauleth them to attain, 
Phil.3.18. jEffejfl 3.18,19. You have G'fids judgement of the 
cafe, if that will fatisfie you, who it is that is the Befi and Honefi-
t f i man,the Holy or ihe mholy. 

2. Do you think that man is an Honefi mm , that will deny 
you your ^ , a n d rob you of all that is your own ? Or rather is 
not the fptfi man the Honefi man , thac will give every man his 
own ? I know you will give your voices for the latter. O then 
take heed left you condemn your felves / I f you be not Holy, 
your own teftimony doth condemn you. Tor it is only the Godly 
that give God his own , when the ungodly rob him of it Hail 
thou not thy Life, and Time, and Maintenance from God? Haft 
thou not thy Reafon, and thy Affe&ions, and all thy faculties 
from him ? And fhould not all thou haft be employed for him? 
Thou art a difhonefi man that grudgeft, yea denyeft him one day 
i n feven, when thou oweft him all. Thou art a di/hsnefi man thac 
giveft away thy Makers due unto his vileft enemies. That wafted: 
thy means or ftrength on fin : that fpendeft thy precious time on 
vanity .- that abufeft his creatures to the fatisfying of thy lufts / 
and that liveft to thy flelh , when thou (houldft live to God. 
Thou robbefi him of all which thou giveft to his enemies ; and of 
all which thou doft notufe for his fervice. I t is lefs difhonefty 
to rob thy Mafier that trufteth thee with his goods, then to rob 
the Lord that trufteth thee with thy time, and parts, and all 
things. O blind unworthy finners / What makes you think him 
an honefi man that ribbeth his Maker, or denyeth him his own, 
when you call him z difimefi rmnth&z robbethbutfuch filly worms 
•zsyett, that in refped of God have nothing of your own ! Ar t 
thou better then God, that ic fhould be called difbmefty to wrong 
thee, zndnedi/honefty to wrong him, or deny him that which is his 
own ? God hath an abfolute Title to you, and that on more ac
counts then one. You are his own, as you are his creatures. All 
fcnls are mine, faith the Lord, 18. 4. And he hath Title to 
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thee by Redemption , as well as by Creation : For to this end 
Chrift dyed, and rofe, and revived, that he mipht be Lord of the 
deadandof the living, Rom. 14. 9. We are notour own ; We are 

•bought with a price ; and therefore fhouU glorifie Qod in our bodies 
And our fyirits which are his, I Cor. 6. 19, 20. For if one dyed for 
all, then Were all dead, that they which live fheuld not henceforth 
live tothemfelves , but to him that dyed for them and rofe again, 
2 Cor, 5.14, 15. And as you yourfelves are Gods own as he is 
your Creator and Redeemer, fo all that you have is his own as the 
heftier, or as your Matter that trufteth it in your hands. 
Exod. 1 9 5 . [ Now therefore if ye will obey my voice indeed, and 
keep my Covenant, thenyg fhall be a peculiar treafure to me above all 
people: for all the earth is mine. 2 And faich God to fob, fob 
41 .11 . \_Whatfoever is under the whole heaven is mine*} Pfalm 
\°'a 0 > I I J l 2 ' &eafi °f the Forreft is mine the wild 
beafts of the field are mine : the Veorld is mine, and the fulnefs thtre-
°f-A 1 Cor. 4. 7. What haft thou which thou didft not receive ? ] 
Thou haft not a minute of time which thou oweft not to God-, 
f lora thought, nor a word, nor a farthing o f thy eflate. And is 
i t not the bafeft injaftice and difhonefty to give thefeto thy fldh, 
and deny them to him,and think his fervice an unneceflfary thing > 
I f thou wilt give the world and thy lufts anything, let it be that 
which thou canft truly call thine own. As God faith to the ido-
lators, Ezck. 16.78, 19. [_.Thou haft fet mi»e oyl, and wine in-
cenfe before them • my meat alfo which 1gave thee, &C ] fo may 
he lay to thee: I t is ̂ T/w*? which thou haftconfumed in idle
ness and in finfuJ delights ; and his Provifion by which thou baft 
led thy !ufts. But the fanUifed man is devoted to God. Hisftudyis 
jo give h m bis own. All the bufmefiof his life which you account 
fits over-much ftri&nefs and precifenefs, is nothing but his 
Honefty to GW.in giving him his own. You look your horfe fhould 
sravail for you , and your Oxe fhould labour for you, and your 
Jervant work for you,becaufe they arc your own:Ani fliall not we 
give up all that we have to God,that are much more his own?\Vitt 
yoei hang them thac take ysur Ownhom you ? and count them 
*to*efi chac deal worfe with God ? Say not , / / Chrift were here, 
™\\h\°Hligivc-ithl"*' F o r h e n a t n t o l d you how you (hould u(e 
a '? J e n " in his Laws ; sndif you deny them to the poor, or 

y j ioly u f c that he rcquireth tbem , you deny them unto him. 
Read 4 / ^ . 2 5 . & j0.40,41,42, 

?. Do 
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3. Do yon think that an unnatural man is an Honefi man ? One 

that will abufe his Father or Mother, and fcorn the bowels from 
which he fprung. All the world-is agreed on i t , that fuch are HJ-
honefi : Q Honour thy Father and Mother ~\ is called the firft Com-
mandment withpromfe. Exod .2 i 17. [ He that curfeth hts Fa
ther or Mother, fhallfurely be put to death. ] See Prov. 20.20. & 
30. 17. £ The eye that mockjth at his Father, and de(pifeth to obey 
his Mother , the Ravens of the valley fhall picl^ it out and the 
young Eagles fhall eat it. To be [without natural afftblions~\ is 
the brand of higheft wickednefs, Mom. 1. 31 . and 2 Tim* 

And do you not know that it is worfe to be without holy aft-
Uions to the God that made you, and the Chriflthat bought you ? 
and to defpife, forfake or abufe the Lord ? Thouhadft thy Being 
more from him then from thy Parents. They knew not how thy 
parts were formed / I t was he that gave thee thy immortal foul : 
I t is by him that thou haft lived until now •, much more then on 
the food thou eateft, or the air thou breatheft in. And art thou 
fo unnatural as to be ungodly , and deny him thy love, and care 
and fervice, that hath made thee ? and to call a holy, heavenly 
life, a needlefs toyl ? Deut. 32.6. £ Bo you thus requite the Lord, 
O f00lifh people and unwife ? Is he not thy Father that hath bought 
thee ! hath he not made thee and efUbUjhed thee t ] I f an unholy 
man be an honefi man, that is fo unnatural as to crofs the end of hit 
Creation,a.nd deny his fervice to the Lord that made him -% then he 
is honefi that fpits in his Fathers faee,and defpifech his Mother that 
brought him forth. 

4. Do you think that he is an honefi man that is unthankful ? 
I t is agreed on by all the world, that unthankfulnefs is a principal 
point of dijhenefiy. He is no honefi man that-will abufe or defpifc 
thofe by whom he liveth, or that haveengaged him by kindnefs. 
I f you werefo ufed yourfelves,by one whole lives or eftates you 
bad preferved, would you not fay, [ What an unworthy wretch is 
this ? have 1 deferred this ufage at his hand ? 3 Why all the un-
thankfulnefs againft men in the world, is not to be compared to 
thyunrhankfulnefs againft God. What are the Benefits which 
man hath given thee in comparifon of his ? Did e?er man do any
thing for thee that is comparable to thy Creation , and Redem
ption, and offering thee lalvation from everlafting mifery, and a 
room with Angels in cverlafting glory ? befides every hours mer-

E e cy 
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cy that ever thou hadft here in this world. And is that an knefi 
man that will requite this God with prophanenefs and ungodh-
nefs, and return him fin for all his mercies, and refufe to live a 
holy life ? D o t h ^ y ^ d e f e r v e ^ / / t h y care and labour, and is 
*/ ,*<Wunworthyoi i t , and doft thou call his fervice a needlels 
work? I f , W r ^ * W e c a n m a k e a m a n ^ A » f y r , rhou art then a 
difhoneft man. Bat it is the bafinefs of the godly to give up them-
felvesto him that made them , and to exerafe their thankfulne[s, 
in their capacities, for thefegreateft mercses. < 

5. Do you think that a erurl unmerciful man , or-a loving and 
merciU man is the more honefi ? Surely I fhall here have al your 
voices. Hethathateththofc that hurt him not and would k,U 
them, and fet their houfes on fire, ar.d carrycrh malice m his face 
and fpecches, will be called an honefi man but by few. And he 
that is Living, and ftudyethtodoG^toall abouthim, will be 
counted Honefi : Why try the ungodly and the Saints by this : 
No more malicious men in the world then the ungodly. They 
r ave an enmity even to the God that made them, Col. 1.21. ami 
to the Chrift that bought them, Luke 1 9 - 2 7 - and to the Word or 
God that offereth them falvation, and would lead them to eternal 
l i f e , and hate the Knowledge of the way of life , ,Prov.i . 22. 
They are enemies to the fervants of the Lord , and hate tne*/>-
W^nhatdefire their falvation, and would but draw them from 
their fins, Prov. 29. 10. & 9, 8. They curfe thofe that kiefs them, 
and ferjecute thole t h a t ^ j r for them , Matth.%.^. Thef i r f t 
wicked man that was born into the w o r l d , did kill his father t 

becaufe his&wn workj were evil, and his fathers righteous, 1 j*hn 
3. 12. " . 

But this is not their grcateft cruelty ; They are enemies to 
their own falvation : They will run into Hell in dcfpight of 
Chrift and all the Preachers in the world. Tor there is but one 
way thither, the way of ungodimefs , and that way they will go. 
Yea that is not all, but bloody wretches, they would have all the 
Countrey do as they do, and be damned with them. They are 
angry with a man i f he will not live an ungodly l i f e , and tipple j 
and fwear,and do as they : They revile him i f he will not give 
over his diligent ferving of the Lord : which is all one as to fall 
out with men becaufe they will not forfeit heaven, and run from 
God, and damn their fouls, and all for net king I When they might 
Bipre mercifully fcorn us becaufe we will not give overeating, 
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or that we will not cut our own throats. And are thefe-cruel 
perfons honefi men ? Is that meroiefs wretch an honefi man , that 
is not content to caft away his own everlafting happinefs for no
thing upon his fond conceits, but muft needs have others do fo 
too ? That is not content to wrong the Lord , bat would have 
others wrong him alfo ? The Devil is Honefi if thefe be 
Honefi. 

But for the Godly , it is their defire , their care, their work to 
fave themfelves,and further the falvation of ail others. O how 
they 1 ong to hear of theConverfion of Towns and Countries / 
and how glad are they when they hear it / Not for any worldly 
commodity to themfelves, but becaufe they rejoyceat the good 
of others. And what would they not do to promote i t , which 
they could do ? 

6. Do you think that a perfidious unfaithful man, or a faithful 
man that will not be hired to break his word, is the honefter man ?. 
Sure this is no hard queftion neither. A Knight ©f the Poft, that 
will fay and unfay, fwear and forfwear, aad will betray his dear, 
eft friend for a groat, is taken by few for an honefi man , in com-
panfonof him that will rather die then lye or be unfaithful. 
Why nothing is more plain, then that all you that are ungodly, 
are treacherous to the Lord himfelf : You are perfidious Cove
nant-breakers : You owe him your felves wholly on the grounds 
that I before expreffed : and yet you are unfaithful to him. You 
have all from him, and you ferve his enemy with it : You call hirn 
your God, and wiil not Love, nor honour, nor ferve him as your 
God, Mai. 1.6. You bound your felves to him in your Bapcifro, 
and many a time fince, by a folemn Vow or Covenant : but you 
live in the treacherous breach of it continually. You Covenanted 
to Uke the Lord for your God ; and yet you will not feek him, nor 
be Ruled by him. You Covenanted to take fej'usfor yourfavisur, 
and yet willnot be faved by him from your fins, Matth. 1.21. 
You Covenanted to take the Holy-Ghofi for your Santtifier, to 
purifie your hearts and lives and yet you refift his holy motions^ 
and hate his fan&ifying word and work , and fome of you will 
mock at Sanftiricat'ion and the Spirit. And can the foul of man 
be guilty of grearer unfaithfulnefs or treachery ? You Covenant
ed to forfakc the flelh, the world, and the Devil : and now you 
ferve them more then Chrift , and think your time is better be-
ftowed for them, then in the fervice of the Lord / And is this 

BQZ your 
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your Covenant-keeping ? No Traytors, no perjured wretches 
in the world are difhoneft men, i f thefe be not dif
honeft. 

But now it is the care of godly men to keep the Covenants they 
have made with God. All thac which you reproach them for as 
too much precifenefs, is but the performance of their Baptifmal 
Vow. And i fyou be againft the keeping our Covenants with God, 
fhould you not be againft the making them ? Are you not 
afhamed to be lo forward to engage your children to God in 
Baprifm, and when you have done^ would have them be ungodly, 
and break the Vow they make ? Wil l you by your Profeffion of 
Chriftianity, and coming to the Lords Table, renew your Cove
nants with Chrift your felves, andyet make no eonfeience to 
break them, and plead againft the keeping of them? Wepromiie 
Holinefs,and the lervingof God , and forfaking the world , at 
*very Sacrament, and whenever we promife but to be Chrif t i -
ans : And are you for the making of thele proraifes, and yet for 
the breakjng of them, and reviiersof thofe that endeavour but to 
keep them ? O fearful impudency / Is this your Honefly ? and 
would you have us all as faithlefs and difhoneft, even with God ? 
This was the perfi^ioufnefs of the Jews, Ez,ck? 16. 8. \_Jfwart 
unto thee, and entredinto a Covenant with thee, and thou keeameft 
mine. J Wc are married in Baptifm to Chrift - and is Adultery 
with the world, and forfaking our Husband, no difbenefly I Why 
then what is ? 

7- Moreover, do you think that a Murderer' is an honeft mml 
Tknow you will fay No. Why nothing more fure.then that un
godly men are murderers of themfelves, and as I faid ,. would un-
<W> others, They hate their own fouls, faith God , Prov. 29. 24, 
They deflroy themfelves r Hof. 1 3. 9. There is but one way to Hell 
and that they will take, and that when they are plainly told of i t ' 
^ o t a man in H e l l , but broughr himfelf thither. And O how 
rnany do their mocks, and perfwafions, and evil examples 
top out of Heaven, and bring to the fame rmfery / And are thefe 
rioneft ? J 

trs^o^T y ° U t h e m t 0 b c H m f i m e n t h a t common cheat* 
you d o n o T ^ J . ' a n d t h a t in mattersof greateft value ? I think 

^ m w 5 2 r ^ / ; r h A r e t l l c u n g o d I y : T h e y d c c e i v i *"t V 
inxz thetofclJlhr T h e J A e c ^ themfelves,Gal. 6.3. by think-

h JKmHli*s/*"*tk*£ whentbey are nothing, Jhey make them-
,felyes 
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felves believe that they have Hsnefiy and faving grace when 
they have none h and that they are in a ftate of fafety and in the 
favour of God, when they are near to everlafting mifery, and in 
Gods difpleafure.And thus they will think., though their fouls are 
at the (take, and the miftakebe the greatelt hinderancc of their 
converfion • and though God have plainly told them in his 
word, whom he will fave, and whom he will not : Yet again ft all 
the plain difcoveries in the Scripture, and all the Marks of death 
upon themfelves, and the open ungodlinefs of their lives, and all 
the warnings of their teachers, they will needs believe that thei? 
ftate is fafe,and that they may be faved without converfion^ what 
wilfull felf deceivers are thcfe / Their hearts are deceitful above 
all things ^ and they kvoVe them not, Jer. 17. 9. And thus they are 
hardened by the deceitfnlnefs of their own fin, Heb. 3. 13. fin firfl 
deceiveth them, and fo killeth them, Rom. 7. 11. I f they were 
not foolifh and deceived, they would not ferve their lufis and 
pleafures, Ti t . 3. 3. Thefe miferable men did never yet learn 
thatleiTon, 1 Cor, 3. 18. which one would think they fhould 
willingly learn {_ Let no man deceive himfelf.] They will needs 
think that they are Chriftians, and have fo much Religion as will 
fave them, when God exprelly tclleth the curfer, fwearer, railer, 
fcorner, and all that live in wilfull fin, Jam. 1. 26. that [_If any 
man feemto be Religious and bridle net his tongue (and fo for 
other wilful fins) but deceiveth his own heart, that mans Religion 
is in vain f\ 

And as they Deceive themfelvesy fo they are the' common cheater* 
of the world. They tell them as fmooth a tale as i f all were 
fair and right, when they are pleading againft God, and reafon-
ing men out of their faith.and reafon.When Eve had finned,fhc 
tempted Adam. The drunkard will tempt others to be his com
panions: and fo will the fornicators, and voluptuous fenfualifts0 

The ungodly will perfwade thofe about him to be ungodly and 
when he hath not a word of folid reafon tofpeakagainft the holy 
diHgence of the;Saints, a jeer or fcorn fhall ferve to deceive in

stead of Reafon. And i f he dare not ftand to what ,he faith 
to the face of a minifter, or any but the ignorant that cannot 
gainfay him, he will take his time, and fpeak when none are pre
sent that can eontradid: him. O how many thoufands are now 
in mifery that were cheated thither by the fcorns and cavils 
©f ungodly men I- And how many thoufands have loft all hop?s 
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of Heaven by their deceits / Could you but ask many tboufands 
that are now in mifery, came you to ehoofe fo unhappy <* 
wayf\ they would tell you [We were deceived by the words of 
wicked men / The cavils and /corns of ignorant finners have 
cheated us of our Salvation f \ The very calling a diligent fer-
vant of Chrift bythenameof apuritanor Precifian, hath kept 
many a thoufand even in England, from the fear and diligene 
fervingof the Lord. And furely this is a filly argument. And 
are thefe Bone ft men that are the fa&ors of Satan the 
great deceiver, in cheating themfelves and others into 
Hell ? 

But the Godly deal plainly with themfelves and others. 
They are willing co know the truth of their condition, and not 
to make themfelvcs believe that which God never made them be
lieve. They promife not falvation to themfelves oa £ny lower 
terms then God hath promifed it . They have no hope of being 
faved without Holinefs. They fet not Gods mercy againft his 
Truth, nor the Merits of Chrift againft his Covenant. They 
know that God is better acquainted with the ways and effects 
o f his own mercies then we are. And therefore though they 
hope to be faved by Gods mercy, it is by his fanUifying mercy, 
and not to be faved without fankificatien, that is, without fal
vation it felf and the neceffary means. They know that i t is 
abundant mercy to be faved in a way of Holinefs, and defire 
no other faving Mercy. Yea they know that fanclificatiou and 
glorification both, are greater mercy then Glorification alone, i f ic 
were pofftble to be ahne. This is the doUrine that the Godly 
do believe, and this they practife, and this they teach others, 
and this they have learnt of God : and therefore they are no 
deceivers. 

9. Moreover, do you think that he is an Honeft man that is 
an enemy to the publike Good ? or rather he that is a commen bene' 
factor ? The beft of the Heathens thought it one of the higheft 
parts of virtue, to be ferviceable to many, and devote our 
ielves to the common good. Bat wicked men are the very plagues 
of a land. For their fakes i t is that judgements come upon us. 
I t is they that would let in the plague of fin which would undoe 
as. He that fcts fire to the thatch, doth do no worfe againft 
your towns, then wicked men that would kindle the fire of the 
wrath of God by their crying fins. Read the Scripcuies and 
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fee who it was that caufed Ifraei to perifh in the wildernefs bur. 
unbelieving finners. Who troubled Ifraei, and,made them fly 
before their enemies, but one Achan r Jofh.7. And what but /in 
wasrhecaufe of their captivity, and prefent deflat ion ? was 
it Lot or the Sodomites that brought down from heaven the fire 
of vengeance ? Was it Noah or the world of the unaodly that 
broughc down the flood? Are thefe Honefi men thai provoke 
OoatoforfaketheLand,and are the vermine and dtfiroyers of 
? u r Peace *ndhappinefs> But you know that God hathpromifed 
Bis bhffing to the Godly, and to the places where they live 
orttimes lor their fakes, as fo/ephs cafe and others tell us. 

10. That man can be no Honefi man that wanteth the very 
pnnaple of Honefiy, and that intendeth not the End thats ne-

g o % y m e n m a k C a n y W**&: B u c f u c h a r e a i l 

andeverlaftinghfe.in our undefiandings, a n d f h e ^ V f of God, 
revelations neceffary to theattaining er that lifc.and the pre vail 
>»&Love of&d in the heart, and the Love of man for his fake 
Without thefe Principles -of Hone fly, no man can be Honed 
How can he be an Honefi man that BTieveth not his maker? He 
that takethoW for a/ , f r ,hath no reafon to be taken for any 
better hmfelf. For would he be thought better then he takes 
bod himfelf to be f nor can he in reafon be expedted to he-
"tveany m ( i n e / f e . For none can be better then God. And is 
tnat an honeft man that profeflech himfelf a. Lyer, and taketh 
all men to be fo too t 

And how can that bean Honefi man, that Loveth not God fo 
well a* his fie fitly lufis and pleafuresl And this is the cafe of all 
the wicked. I f they did not their ifiVtar and /&o»<?«r and 
fenfualpleafures more then GW,they would not £ ^ them againft 
his command, nor Iofe his favou* rather then lofe them, nor 
feek them more carefully then they feek him and his Kingdom, 
and think of them and fpeak of them with more delight. And 
certainly he that Loveth his Riches, or Honours, or filthy 
fins, better then God and Heaven it felf, rouft needs be thought 
to prcferr them before his neereft Friends, or the common goodj 
And is that an Honefimkn that would rather cad off Father or 
Mother then caft off his filthy fins ? and that would rather for
sake his chiefefl friend,then forfake his vices? and would fell 

his 
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bis friend, or the Co me] on wealth, for a little gain, or pleafure 
•€ven for a whore, or for drunkennefs or fuch like things? 1 
think you would none of you fay that this were an Honefi man, 
fchat would not leave fofmall a matter for the life of his friend, 
orfortheprefervation of the Commonwealth : And can you 
exped that he fhould prefer any friend before God and his Salva
tion ? I f he will fin againft God, and fell his falvation for his 
f in , can you think heftiouldmore regard any man, how dear 
foever? There is no true Honefty in that man where the Love 
o f God doth not command. , 

2. Moreover i f the Honouring and Vleafing of our Lord, and 
the faving of our fouls be not the End and principal mottve OS 
our actions, there can be no true Honefiy. I t is effential to Ha-
ftefiy t h a t ( 5 W b e o u r £ W . I f you would know what a man is, 
£rft know what he Intendeth, and maketh the End zr\d marke of 
his life : Andfoyoumuf t do if you would judge of his ablins. 
The End\$ the principal ingredient that makes them Godot Bad. 
I f a Thief Love God becaufe he profpereth him in ftealing, or 
becaufe he giveth him ftrength and opportunity; this is a wicked 
Love of God. I f & drunkard Love God for giving him b l S *"»y 
and a Whoremonger Love God for ftrenthening him in his lufi, 
will you call this Hsnefiy? Every wicked man doth make his 
fenfual prefect pleafure his principal End through all his life. 
I f he love his neighbour,it is but carnally, as a dog loveth him 
that fcedeth andftroakethhim. I f he feem to be a good Com
monwealths man, it is but for vain-glory or carnal accommodati
ons : and he righteth for his King or Countrey but as a dog doth 
for his bone. I f he give to the poor, it is but that which he can 
[pare from his Belly; and it is either in a common pitty, or for 
vainappUufe, or he thinks by it to ftop the mouth of Juftice, 
that God may let him alone in his fins, or fave him after ail his 
wickednefs. This is no more an Honefi man, then he that makes 
a trade of ftealing3and will ray Tythes of all that he fteats,ox 
give feme part to the Church or poor, that God may par
don him, and fave him when he hath done. ; Al l the Religion, 
and ali the charity of wicked men, is but for themfelves : and that 
which hath no higher End then Carnalielf, is truly no Religion or 
Charity : I t is only the fanft^fied man that is Honefi : for it is only 
he .hat is dtvoted to God, and doth the works of his life to pleafe, 
and glonfie his maker. There is more Honefiy in the very eat

ing 
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A ^ P I t h c f a n < a i n e d , then in the prayer and facri-

fices and aims deed of the ungodly. Or elfe G o d " d never 
have fa.d as he hath done that \Vnto the Pure all thiZslre plre . 
eZntl ^ 1 *n> ^ and'believing « n . t b £ ? £ l * 
creature ,'Unified by the word of God and by Prayer, I T im. 
minationti ^ and the [acrifice of the wicked it abe-
TraZof l l h e L o r d ^ t 6 M ° m h ««d ^ththern, when the 
n^rofthe upright is his delight, »rov. 1 5 8 . ^ 21 27 I f , 

^ i t l T l ^ f d t ^ d ° m a k C 11 c h C i r £ n d ^ Glorife G^ 
all e l Id.^-hisiervicc, 1 C . 1 0 . 3 1 . But thc ungodly do 
carnal F^H c * u*tks t h a t f e c m m o t t H o l V > b u t f o r * Wf i f l i 
rv PrLA/ V c ] i C u i s p ! a m t h " h e c h a t W A n t e t h the necefra-
^ Principles and Snd, thatmufl: i n f o r m a n t , / ? mind and l i f t 
can have no Honefly of m m d or life. C N J X e n d t f t l 
Commandment u Charity, out of a pure heart, and cf a JQod 

conference, and of faith unfeigned j I Tim. 1.5. T g°°d 

•J£l %VhFSy°u *®{**. there hath been Honefiy found 
w h T L 7 h m a ? { t h « " f ^ this dotlrine cannot hold. To 
£ no comnfrT' X " t h i s « i t « proved, that there 
2 Bu X l 0 ^ t h c t r i i e Chriftiansv 
Iv m,n i n ; e e d } . t h e r e

f

w a s never # < w ^ found in any ungod
l y / ? f o ^ ^ i n g t h a t i s % to ftw^j they may have, 
^ f r r ^ they may do the fame outward ads that men 
• r J 3 1 1 t h e w r / ^ a c c ountc th Honefiy, that feeth not the 

and the Ends, and therefore give the name to the 
ter without the /s rw. And fuch may be Honefi fecundum qnid 
but not fimplicitur. An Analogical Honefty they may have • 
andbe/r/j difbonefi then fome others. And fo as ic<?^/» 
was called anHonefi thief that would rob none but the rich, and 
fometimes bring a yoake of Oxen that he had ftoln and give them 
to a poor that had none -,fo may a Heathen and ungodly man be 
Honeft, But men mud be Denominated (and fo rauft their acti
ons) according to what is predominant in them. And therefore 
wemuftfay^ if we will fpeak properly, that no ungodly man is 
Honefi. 

I f you ask, How then it comes to pafs that fuch are accounted 
yonefi m n , and that the world difcerneth not the Hone sly that cm-
illtethi»aHoly\ik? Ianfwer 1. Becaufethat all the ungodly 

F f have 
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haverftf Enmity to Bolinefst And malice biindeth men, that 
they cannot fee the Good that is in thofe they hate. 2. Be
caufe they do not know what Godlinefs is, and therefore know 
not the Honefiy of it appearing in its Principles, Ends and 
Rple. For i t is not effectually known by any but thofe that 
have it . 3. Becaufe all carnal men do judge after the pfb ; 
and as they are to themfelves their higheft End, fo they do 
judge of all things elfe according to that End. He is an Honefi 
man with them, that is for them, and furthereth their commodity, 
or anfwereth their defire. Mark them whether they judge 
not thofe to be the Honeflefi men, that fuit themfelves moll to 
their minds and -wills, and fay and do as they would have rhem. . 
And fo among Thieves there is none fo honefi men as their com

panions : nor among drunkards none fo honefi as they that 
wil l f i t with them, and wafte their time, and prate like ideots 
over a pot of Ale, forgetting that death and judgement are 
pofting toward them while they f i t there : And among Har
lots their Mates feem Hone si. So that difhonefl men are no 
fi t Judges of Honesty. That which is futedto their corrupted 
mind is best with them. And this is their Honefiy-

By this time you may fee, if you are not willfully blind, that 
the way of Godlinefs is the only Hones! way ; .and. therefore you 
mufl either be Godly or Dijhonefi >, and pretend not any longer 
that you are Hvnefl while you are ungodly, unlefs you will in
crease your fhame by your contradictions. The Scripture de-
fcription o f one that is Honefi is, that [ in fimplicity and godly 
fncerity, not in flefhly wifdom, but by the grace of God, he hath 
his conversion in the world~\ 2 Cor. i . 12. The Honefiy which 
the Gofpelteachcth, and which God will own is this, \_that de
nying ungodlinefs and worldly lufis, we live foberly, righteeufly 
andgqdly in thisprefent world, looking for that blejfcd hope and 
the glorious appearing of the great God, and our faviour fefus 
Chrifl~] Tit. 2 .12,13. £ Godly Seed ] is oppofed to the 
frui t of Adultery, Mai. 2. 15, And when David lamenteth the 
decay of Hone fly in the world, his language tells you whom he 
t o o k , f o r H ^ i ? men,Pfal. 12 I . [Help Lord, for theGodlyman 
smrf *' / ' o t h e f a i t h f u l f*Ue from among the Children of men. ] ana verj. 8. y o u m a y p c r G e i v e w h a c h e t b i n k s c f others, 
i I he wtcked walk, on every fide, Vohen the vileB men areexaled ] 
JO [_ferve God with reverence and godly fears, is the true 

Honesty, 

file:///_that


Part I I J A Stint er 4 Brute. 219 
Honefly, Heb. 12.28. And now choofe you whether you wil l 
be Honefl or ungodly: but be furc that it is the Godly that are 
efteemed Honeft and accepted by the Lord and how ever thc 
world judgeth, [ Know that the Lord hath fet apart him that it 
Godly for himfelf'] as he tells you, Pfal. 4 . 3. 

C H A P . V I I I . 

Hollnefs is the mef Ga in fu l l m f . 

W E E Rave certainly found out already the SAEEST 
v Way, and theHONESEST way: We are next to en

quire which way is moft Profitable. And one would think that 
this (hould be as eafily refolved as the reft. I am furc i f God 
be wifer then man, and his holy word to be believed, the que-
ftion isdecided,andbeyond difpute.Saith Panl%\Tim.6.%£.Men 
of corrupt minds, anddeflitute ef the truth, fuppofe that Gain is. 
godlinefs, ] or that it is better then Godlinefs , and therefore 
their Godlinefs to be fuited to their worldly gain : [_ But f it is ) 
Godlinefs with contentment which is the great Gain] Yea [God-
Unefs^ is profitable to all things, having Promife of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come. ] 1 Tim. 4. 8. 

Bjjt to what end (hould I cite more words of Scripture, for a 
point which all the Scripture proveth ? I t is not pofliblc that 
any man can be unrefolvcd in this, that underftandeth and be-
licveth the word of God. But yet becaufc I fee that Commodity 
is fo much lookt after in the world, andalmoft all are for the 
Gainful way, as they apprehend it> and therefore its plain that 
Godlinefs is not Prailically believed to be the moft gainful Way 
( or elfe men would follow it as eagerly as they do their world
ly gain ) I fhall therefore open to you fomewhat of that Gain 
that Godlinefs doth bring ; and i f you can fay that any other 
courfe will prove as gainful, and make it good, then take that 
courfe: But i f you cannot?, confider what you have to do ; and 
do not refufe your own Commodity. 

i .Thef i r f t part of our Gain, which is thefumof all thereft, 
1* God himfelf who is become Mr God, through JefmChrifi. He 

F f z is 
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is in Covenant with all the Saints, ( Pfalm 50.5 J and this is the 
Covenant [ / w*7/ be your god, and you [ball be my People. J 

£ ^ . 3 6 . 2 8 . fer. 1 1 . 4 . ^ 3 0 . 2 2 . Lev.26.tf. 12. 
- £ • ^ ^ • 1 1 . 2 0 . ^ 3 7 . 2 3 , 27. 2 Cor. 6. 16. He is a GWtooEhers 
as a King is a King to T-raytors whom he will condemn : But he is 
a God to his People, as a King is related to" his faithful fubjetls, 
and a Father to his deareft child. When he caHeth hsmfeif 
[ Our Father ] he fpeaket'h fo much of his children? Happinefs, 
as is their admiration as well as their joy. But when he calleth 
h:mfelf [_Our God~\ he fpeaks as much as much as can be 
ipoken. 

To be £ourGod2 is to be [ the Infinite, Power, Wifdsm and 
Goodnefs engaged to mfor our Good, and to be ours according to our 
neeeffi 'ty and capacity. ] 

This, O ye worldling, is the Riches of the Saints / This is the 
Wealth that we will bcl j ly boaft of. Boaft you of your houfes. 
and lands and money, and we will boaft of our Ged. Have you 
Houfes, and Towns and Countreys at command? Be it fo : but 
the Saints have the God of the world, to be their God. Have 
you Kingdoms and Dominions ? We have the God of all the 
earth • the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. SetL all. your 
Riches in the ballance againft him, and try what they will prove-. 
Sec all the world, and the Kingdoms, and Glory, and Wealth of 
it in the ballance, and try whether they are any more to God, 
then one dtiftor feather to all the world- yea they are nething, 
and lefs then nothing - vanity and lighter then vanity it (elfhfa. 
40.16 17. This one Jewel containeth all our Treafure. He is 
ours that hath all things; What then can we need} Pfal.23'. I . 
He jsours thuknoweth all things.- Who then can overreach us, 
or undo us by deceit ? He is ours that r*»d<? all things What 
. ^ n fhould we fear? and what power fhall prevail againft us? 
He is ours-that is Geodnefs and Love it felf.. How then can we 
bem:fcrable? or what imperfection can there be in our Fell-

fkO- that trufl in their wealth, and boaft themfelves in the 
71! I 1 °f ^ e i r r i c h e s - n o H e °f them can by any means redesm 
fee < * ^ n ° r h i m f d 0 that he fhould live for ever and mt 
the v l Z T T ) P f a i m 4 9 . 6 , 7 , 9 I But God will redeem us from 

• ™ X r V / • • * r a v e * f°r k-Jball receive us ] Ver. 1 5- Let the 
Z *U -T^T'l thcmfelves a while I ( Pfalm 9 4. 4 - J 

JM ^wickedteaft^f their' hearts defire,and kiefs the cwetow 
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whom the Lord abborretb.-] Pfaim 10.3. It is the Lord that ** 
King for ever and ever • that heareth the defires of the hambit \ 
that preparethour hearts;and prepareth his ear to hear. Vcr. 16 17. 
Our fouls fhall malee their boafi in God, pfalm. 3 4* 2. [ Otaft 
and fee that the Lord ts good < bleffed u the man that trufteth in 
TTJ A j ° \ c z t i n o ^ ^ V C Bleffed is the man that hath 
vZt M l - t r ^ ' : * th* >»** that hath Crowns and 

Kingdoms:^ trul}r mayyou f^Curfedistheman that trufteth 
on man, and ma^thflefh his arm, andwithdraWeth huheartfrom 
the Lord. ] Jer. 17. 5. [ Fear the Lord ye his Saints, for there is 
no^anuo themxhat fear him. ] pfalm 34.8,0, 10. But when 
you nave all the world, you cannot fay that you hare no want. 
Confounded then be the covetous Maters, that boafi themfelves of 
their Idols (Pfalm 97. 7-) But in GoA wtll w e boaft all the dA 
long, andprmfe his name for evermore. Pfalm 44' & -What have 
you but the gleanings of our harvrfi? and the crnms that H i 
from thc childrens table} Our God is he thatgiveth yon your pro-
fpenty: He^droppethyou thefe leavings, from the redundancy 
of his Goodnefs, when he hath given himfelf, his Son and all 
thingsfohis own. A l l that we want,and all that our fouls de-
fire, is in God. We have none in heaven but him, nor any irr earth 
that we defire be fides him, pfalm 73.2s. His loving kfndnefs is 
better to us then I f e : pfalm 63. 3 [ 0*rfl>Jb and our heart fail-
ttiorn (andall the creatures fail us) but God is thefirergth of 
our hearts and our portion for ever. ~] Pfalm 73 . 26, Verily the 
Riches of all the Princes of the earth is lefs in comparifon of 
him that is the Treafure and Portion of the Saints, then a ftraw 
is to all the earth, or a littledung to the fhining Sun. 

2. Would you yet hear more of the Riches of Believers 
( though more then God there cannot be ) The Lord Jefus 
Chrift is their Head and Husband their Saviour and Intercfj]"our 
at Gods right hand: They are Married to him ! His Merits arc 
theirs for all thofeufes to which they need them. It is he that 
fufiifieth : Who then fhall condemn them ? Be • that fpared not his 
ewn Son,but gave him up for us all, how fijall he not with him alfo 
freely give us all things } Rom. 8. 32, 34. Chrifi is the Pea? I vf 
infinite value, for whom we have willingly fold all. Matth. s j . 
45,46. And what are ail your TreafurestothisTreafuref Ask 
&auland he will tell you, that had tryed both, Phil. 3.7,8. His 
Gain he comteth L&fs.fer Chrifi 1 yea , all things, he. accosnt^d 

V f 3 hs. 
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butlofs and dung, for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift.'} 
I t is Love incomprehenfible,furpafwg knowledge, that is revealed to 
us in Chrift, Eph. 3.18,19. The Riches of Chrift are unfearch-
able Riches,^\s.l.%. I t is Chrift that bindeth up our broken 
hearts ; that is the Peace-maker and Reconciler of our fouls to 
God. What he hath done for us, and what he will do, I (hall tell 
you anon. But the ungodly have no part in him, nor have they 
any fuch treafure.that will do for them what Chrift will do for us. 
Their Treafure is the wrath of God, which they are heaping up 
againft the day of ^rath^ and revelation of the righteous judgement 
of God Rom. 2. 5. A11 the Treafures of wifdom and knowledge are 
hid in Chrift, Col. 2.3. And he hath them for us, according to 
ourmeafure: asbdngour Treafuric, our Head, and made of 
God to us Wifdem, and Righteoufnefs, and SanSlification, and Re
demption, 1 Cor. 1.30. They are exeeeding Riches of Grace that 
arc (hewed in the kjndnefs of Qod through jefus Chrift, to all that 

* are fan&ihed by that grace, 2. 6 ,7 , 8. Yea, that you may 
fee there is no comparifon, even that which you abhorr in a Chri-
ilianscafe, and account his mifery and the worft of Chrif t , is 
better then the be ft of jour condition,^ then that for which you 
lofe your fouls. For the very Reproach of Chrift, isgreater riches 
then the Treafures of the world, Heb. 11. 26. And it is the reproach 
that we undergo for Chrift , that you moft abhorr, and the trea-

fures of the world that you highlyeft efteem.lt is greater Riches to 
be one of them that are (corned and derided for the fake of C h r i t , 
then to be one of them that hath the wealth of the world at his 
difpofe. And i f the Reproach of Chrift be greater Riches then 
all yours , What then is his Life, and Love, and Benefits ? his 
Grace and Glory ? 

3. Would you have the Riches of the Saints yet further open
ed to you ? Why the Holy-Ghoft is in Covenant with them as their 
Sanblifier and Comforter : And he is not only theirs himfelf, by 
Covenant and Relation, but he alfo dwelleth in them by his graces, 
and rcftoreth the image of God upon them. They are the Tern-
pies of the Holy-Chop which is in them, I Cor. 6. 19. And by the 
Spirit, and by Faith, Chrift dwelleth in their hearts, Ephef. 3. * 7-
Rom. S. 11. l C o r ^ 3 , 6 God himfelf doth dwell in them,and con-
verie with them, and write his Law in their hearts,and teach them 
nimfelf by this his Spirit, z f i r . 6. 16. Heb. 8. 10. & 10. 16. 
L Hereby we k*QW that he dwelleth in m by,the Spirit tyhich he hath 

given 
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given us, I John 3. 24. Yea he that is joyned to the Lord,is One fft'i' 
rit, I Cor. 6. 17. For £ the Lord is that Spirit, and where the *• 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.'] 2 Cor. 3. 17. ^We are an 
habitation of God through the Spirit. Ephef. 2. 22.'] £ Becaufe we 
are fens, God hath fent the fpirit of his Son into our hearts, whereby 
we cry Abba Father, Gal. 4. 6.3 By this Spirit the Saints have ac-
cefs unto the Father, Ephef. 2.18. and by this it is that they are 
quickened to prayer and holy worfhip, and their infirmities are 
helpt,Ephef.6,18. Rom. 8. 11, 26. By this they fight againfi the 
flefcand overcome it, Gal. 5. 17,18. Rom. 8.13. In this they 
live, and W ^ , and work^, Rom.2>. 1,5. Gal. 5.16, 25. This 
Spirit is the Teftimony of their Adoption. Rom. 8. 16. and the 
fealandearnefiof their heavenly inheritance, 2 Cor. I, 22. & 5.5. 
Ephef. 4. 3 o. By this they #ew £<?r», ^oiw 3.5,6. put off 
the old man which is corrupt according to the deceitful lufis, and bt-
ing renewed in the fpirit of their minds,do put on the new man, which 
after God is created in Right eoufnefs ani true Holinefs , Ephef. 4. 
22,23, 24. By the illumination of this f p i r i t , they have anew 
underftanding, and are brought out of darknefs into the marvellous 
Light of Chrifi , 1 Pet, Z- 9. that they may know what is the 
hope of the Chriftian Vocation , and what is tht Riches of the glory 
of Chrifis inheritance in the Saints, Eph. I . 18. In a word, by 
this Spirit their fins are mortified, their fouls renewed, and made 
like to God, and they become a holy Priefihood , a peculiar people 
unto Chrifi, andin this Spirit have Communion Vcith him , Rom. 
8. 13. Tit. 3.5. 1 Pet. 2. p. Tit. 2.14. 2 Cor. 13. 14- A n d 

what is all the Riches of this world, to this Heavenly Treafure , 
the Spirit of the Lord ? They that have this Spirit, are taught by 
it to fet light by aUyour Riches, and to efteem one dayes Com
munion with Chrift, above all the Gold and Glory of this world. 
Arid that which fetsthe foul of manfo far above Riches, is better 
then thofe Riches. As your Lands and honours do fet you above 
the pins and points that children take for their treasure and let 
as much by as you do by yours ; fo the Spirit of Chrifi^and the 
Life of Faith, doth fet the fouls of true Believers a t hou land-
fold more above your Riches, then you are above your childrens 

t 0 tf"Syet you fee not thc Riches of Saints, confider but the wofi-
derfulexpreffion,2 Vet. 1.4. that they \_have exceeding great 
and precious promifcJ givtn them> that b] thefe they may be partakjrs 
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of the Divine nature , having efcaped the corruptkn that is in the 
-worldthrough lufi.~\ And can there be more on earth beftowed 
on man, then to be made partakers of the Divine nature ? As ic 
would be a greater gift to a bruit, to be made a man, and have 
manly Riches, then to have ftore of Provender fuited to his bru-
Eifhnefs fo is ic greater Riches to the ungodly to be fanllified and 
made partakers of that nature that is called Divine by God him-
id f , then to have provifion for unmodified lufts, and to have all 
the contentments of a flefhly mind, I t were a greater gifc to 
an Ideot, to be made a wife and learned man, thea to be 
turnifhed with feathers or flicks to play with. So is ic 
here. 

4. Every truly fanctified man, is refioredfrom the mifery that he 
was brought into by fin. He hath all his fins forgiven him , and is 
freed from the curie of the Law , by the merits of Chrift, and 
tnepromifeofthe Gofnel 

_ j- j-'r>.wj J^HW oj jviuies. ACTS 13. 39. When 
*n our fms, we were quickened with Chrifi, and had all our trefpaffes 
Jorgtven us, Co\. 2. 13. Ask a wounded Confcience that groan-
etii under the weight of fin, and under the fenfe of Gods in
dignation, Whether forgivenefs of fin be a Treafure or not ? I 
am lure chey that now are paft forgivenefs, and feel what.fin is in 
the bitter fruits would give ten thoufand worlds, i f they had 
them, for the pardon of their fins- and would account forgive-
l f r l T \ u u r ™ [ C y t h e n a 1 1 t h e R i c h e s a n d Kingdoms o f the 
ZZ if V ? v y c u r f e d i d t h c s P i r i t o f G o d p a f s u p ° n 

r f T r : r ~ , m k i n § t h a t » w y was a valuable thing to pur-
chaieJie Holy Ghoft with! ^ 8 . 2 0 , 2 1 . Thy money peri/h with 
*>ee, becaufe thouhafi thought thatthe gift ofGod?nay be purchafed 
y money : Thou bafi neither part nor lot in this matter, for thy 

heart „ not right inthe fight of Gad : repent therefore of this thy 

for it ' Bur T*'3' o r c l f c h c w o u l d n o t have offered his money 
the Holy-Ghot I t a £ e t h e i r ™ o m l t 0 b e tetter then the gift of 
yea a lower and"/ / F W ° U l d h , 3 v e P»rchafedthe BolyGhoH, 

and l e f s neceffary gift of the fpiric, was pronounced 
wickedy 
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Wicked, and curfed with fuch a heavy curfe - What are thev that 
ftt rnore by their ^ then by the f p e c } a l gift of S t 
G h o f t , yea that hate and deride i t , and plead againft its w ? 
S f m work r The time is near when your Richls w II f l i l T o t 
and your profperity die, and your fins will live • and hen there 

ffite^.^ ^ « * ™ 

^ T h a ^ ^ 
and oxen, think you, greater Riches t h n t h e 
Mmiftraaon of the Angels of God ? Hek x. i V f l S L ^ 

the world. W e a r e n o w ^ S 
hw-Citiws of the Saints, and If thhoufholdlf ^ 
We are members of that well-tempered body - where i t * ? 
members are obliged and difpofed to h a v e X ^ 1 1 ? e 

mother that i f * ^ ^ r , ^ / . i ^ ^ ^ 
^ 1 C ^ I 2 « 2 5 , 2 6 . A s w e a k a s W r n a n s a r c V K ^ K 
lefsm your eyes one of their hearty fpirimal prayed^ L d one 
word of their holy favoury conference; doth profi/us more then 

n ^ 
InA K c ' f o m

L

e w h ^ Divine will proceed from their mouthes 
and b e f e c n g their lives, which is worth more then aU t S c h e s 
Of the world. And O how fruitful are the holy Ordinances 
which we partake o f , both in the Churches Communion and 
alone in our retirements 7 A poor Chriftiancan get more in a 
Sermon which you fleep under, or deride, then you will get by 
your trades or livings while you live. He findeth greater Trea-
fures in one Chapter of the Bible, or in one good Book, then 
you can get out of all your lands or labours. The beft of your 
livings will not yield you fo much commodity in feven years, nor 
in feven thoufand years, i f you could fo long keep them, as a 
believing foul can get from God in one hours prayer, even in fe-
cret, where he is not by man obferved. You do not believe this 
that are ungodly : I know you do not heartily believe i t • for 
elfe you would try i t , and not continue in your ungodlinefs' But 
W y that try i t , know it to be true. Or elfe what makes them 
^ t m u e m i t , and live upon their holy Commugion with God 

G g and 


