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Wicked, and curfed with fuch a heavy curfe - What are thev that 
fct: morcby their ^ then by the f f t c U gift of S t 
G h o f t , yea that hate and deride i t , and plead againft its w ? 
f y ^ g work * The time is near when your Richls will fail Y O t 
and your profperity die, and your fins will l i v € . and hen there 

and oxen, think you, greater Riches t h n t h e 
Mmiftraaon of the Angels of God ? Hek x. i V f l S L ^ 

the ^rld. W e a r e n o w ^ S 

We are members of that well-tempered body - where i t l ? 
members are obliged and difpofed to have the ^ 1 ? e 

that i f ^ W i r * } ^ , J " u h / r r s r 

lefsm your eyes one of their hearty fpirimal prayed^ L d o n e 

word of their holy favoury conference; doth profi/us more then 

i n ? k r ' f o m

L

e w h a i : D l v i n e will proceed from their mouthe/ 
and b e f e c n g their lives which is worth more then aU t h e l S 
Of the world. And O how fruitful are the holy Ordinances 
which we partake o f , both in the Churches Communion and 
alone in our retirements 7 A poor Chriftiancan gee more in a 
Sermon which you fleep under, or deride, then you will get by 
your trades or livings while you lite. He findeth greater Trea-
fures in one Chapter of the Bible, or in one good Book, then 
you can get out of all your lands or labours. The beft of your 
livings will not yield you fo much commodity in feven years, nor 
in feven thoufand years, i f you could fo long keep them, as a 
believing foul can get from God in one hours prayer, even in fe-
cret, where he is not by man obferved. You do not believe this 
that are ungodly : I know you do not heartily believe i t • for 
elfe you would try i t , and not continue in your ungodlinefs' But 
W y that try i t , know it to be true. Or elfe what makes them 
^ t i n u e m i t , and live upon their holy Commugion with God 
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and hisferrants, more refolvediy then you do on your lands and 
labours. Somewhat you may con jefture they find in holy duty, 
that makes them fo inftant in it as they are 

7. Another part of our commodity by Hohnefs, »*•th* ?n™± 
and durance of the Love of God and of our falvation • and the 
Peace of Confcience that folloVetb hereupon. All true Benejers 
have objeaive certainty : that is , the thing 
whether they perceive it or not. And they may hwefubjefove or 
Attual certainty in tbemftlves f t they do their parts. And 11 not 
a certain Titled* LordflAp or a Kingdom , a grea ter W a r e 
then the nofeffio* of *ftra£ ? Much more is Gods Promife ot 
EverlaftingGlory, a greater W a r e then airyou. wcakb A 
Heaven is infinitely better then earth, To the Promife of God is 
the befifccMritj. Though we »o* with Abraham, IJaae and 

and do not yet fee the face of God , yet have:we a Promfi 
thatfpeedily we Jhall be there, and jW/ fee that which they iee 
and enjoy all that which they enjoy. The poorcft Chnflianhath 
all that in Promife under the hand of God him Wf, which Angels 
and Glorified Saints have in pofeffion. They can to^™**^ 
Title to Heaven, though they are unworthy in ^ ^ ' V * ^ 
any of you can (hew to your lands or houfes , in your yccusu 
Leafes. As poor and fimple as that Godly man is whom you ae-
i'pife, he is an Heir of Heaven , and a fellow-Heir with Chnjt 
Rom. 8.17. Gal. 3.29. Heb. 1.14. & W h c n we h ad f Ar 
vafring of Regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy ~G ho ft, and 
vers juftified by grace, we were made the Heirs of eternal life , ac
cording to the hope that is given us by the Gofpel , Tit. 3. 5> 7» 
And God that hath given them thofe £ Setter things that accom
pany falvation~} is not tuerigbteotes to forget their norland labour 
ef love if they do but fliew the fame diligence to the] nil agttrance 
of hopluntotheend,andbenot jloathful, but followers of them, who 
through fait hand patience inherit the Promi(es.~\ Heb. 6. 9, I 0 3 

1 I , 12 . For this caufe was Cbrifl the Mediator of the New Tefta-
ment, that by means of death, for the redemption of the Tranfgref-
ftons under the firfi Teftament, they which are called may receive 
the Promife of the eternal inheritance. Heb.Q. 15. And we knew that 
he is faithful that hath premifed* And i f your Bills, and Bonds 
and Deeds, and Leafes, be part of your Riches, wefhallmucn 
more take the Promife of God, for our everlafting happinefsin 
Heaven^ to be far greater Riches, 
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8. And yet we may pat this among our Riches, br at lcafi as th<= 

Over-fins given us by God that we have better advantage even 
for the matters of this world, then the ungodly have. For we have a 
Promiftr that we (hall lack nothing that is good for m,Pfal 34. i o 
and fo have not they. We have warrant to cafi all our ere on 
Cod, who by promife is engaged to pet % 7 We are 
commanded to be (anxioufly) careful for nothing ] but in all 
things to make known our requefis to God, as little children that 
care not for themfelvcs, but ^go to their father for what they 
want; <Phil. 4.6. I t is enough for us whatever we want that our 
^avenlj Father knoweth that we want it, Matth. 6. 32. who 
iiatn charged us to disburden our minds of thefe vexatious cares, 
zndto feekfirft his Kingdom And the Righteoufnefs thereof, and 
promtfedus that other things fail be added* to HS, Mat. tf.35 We 
have alfo a prormfe^that' all things Jhtli Wor^t ogetherfor our\ood 
Rom S. 28. And therefore we fhall have more from the t h h £ of 
this life, then the ungodly have Yea more by the want of them 
then they by the poffejflon. For if they do us good in our graces and 
communion with God, and in the matter of ourfalvation they 
help us to that which is of far higher value then themfel ves' Po
verty to a true Believer, is better then Riches to the ungodly that 
deftroyeth himfelf by them, when the Believer is helped by his 
poverty. Impnfonmentto Paul and Silas, was better then liber-
ty to their perfeeutors. And thus in the fruits and faving benefits, 
all things are ours, 1 Cor. 3. 22. We have the Loveof God with 
what we poflefs , be i t more or lefs, when the wicked have his 
wrath with i t . And who would have their Riches on futh 
terms t 

p. Another part of the Gain of Godlinefsls, that it puts us in
to a Readinefs to die,and afitnefs to appear before the Lord. Though 
all the Godly have not iogreat a readinefs as to defire to bepre-
fently difolved, yet all of them are in a fafe condition , and are fo 
far ready, that death (hall pafs them into a bleffed ftate. For we 
know that if our earthly houfe of this Tabernacle were difolved, we 
have a building of God, an houfe not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. And in this we groan earnefily,de firing tobe cloathedupon 
with our hottfe which is from heaven ; And God that hath given m 
the earnefi &f his Spirit, hath Wrought in us ; to be alw'ayes confi-
&»t (o r at lead given us caufe) knowing that whilefi we are &t 
^einthebody^wearc abfent from the Lord ( For we walk h 
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faith, and not by fight ) we are confident I fay and willing , rather' 
to be abfent from the body and frefent with the Lord, z Cor. 5. I > 2 » 
8,9< Though the abode of the godly in the pjh is ufualiy more 
needful to thofe about them, yet to themfelves their death is gain, 
and therefore they have caufe to deftre to depart,and be with 
Chrift, as being far better ,Phil. 1.21, 23,24. For fin which is the 
fling of death is mortified, and the curfe of the Law which is the 
flrength of i t , is relaxed or nullified to us by the Gofpel; fo that 
the Believer may triumph and fay, O death where is thy fling ? 
O grave where is thy viElory ? 1 Cor. i f . $$, $6. and to give 
thanks to God that give th asthe viftery , through our Lord J efus 
Chrift, -verf. 57. Verily I would not exchange my pare ( though 
alas too fmall or dark a part ) in this one priviledge of true Be
lievers, for all the wealth and dominions on earth. O the face of 
Death will foon make the Glory of all your greatnefs to vanifh, 
and the beauty of your ftourilhing eftates to wither ; and all 
that you now glory in, to appear as nothing. And then hovv 
glad would you be to change portions with the holy fervantsct 
the Lord , whom you now defpife / When once you hear, 
ZTho* fool, this night Jhall they require thy foul I and whoJetbi» 
are all thofe things that thou haft provided ? j Luke 12. 20.^tnen in 
a moment you will change your minds, and cry out of the worla 
as nothing worth , and w i fh you had bulled your hearts and 
feandsin laying up a better treafure. This is one difference , O 
Bngodly wretch, between a holy fervant of God and thee / Death 
cannot mdo him, but it will undo thee. I t cannot take his Riches 
f rom him • for his(7<^, his Chrift,his Holinefs, ihe Tremifes are 
bis Riches : bat it will feparate thee and thy wealth for ever. It 
fvi l l put an end to all his troubles, and fears, and griefs : and i t 
wi l l put an end to all thy profperity , and to all thy mirth, and 
hope, for ever. A godly mm dare die • or i f he ignorantly fear 
i t , yet (hall it be the end of all his fe ar s: but thou dare ft not die, 
and yet thou muft : or i f thou ignorantly hope of a happinefs 
after i t , yet will it nevenhelefs end all thy hopes. O what a mer* 

is it to be ready to die I 
' }o. But the great unfpeakable Riches of the Saints is in the 
tefe to ceme. We have here the Hope and the fore-tafte j but it is 
only there that we (hall have our Portion. You fee what a poor 
Ghnftian is according to his outward appearance. But you fee not 
mh&i he mil h to eternity. There is the Kingdom for which we 
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hope, and for which we run, and wai t , and faffed I f God be 
true, and his Gofpcl true, then Heaven {hall be the Portion of the 
fanftifled. But i f i t were otherwife, then we would confefs their 
hopes are vain : Heaven is our Riches, or we have none. There 
have we laid up all our Hopes • and in thefe Hopes we will live and 
die , as knowing they will not make us afhamed. Rom. 5. 5, & 
9-33- ifohnz. 28. Webel^eve that we ftiall live with Chnft in 
glory, and fhine as fiarsin the Firmament of our Father, and be 
made lil^e to the esfngels of God, and (hall fee his face, and praife 
his name, and livein his everlafling Love and Joy h For all this he 
himfelf hath promifedu?. 1 Thef. 4. 17,18. Dan. 12. 3. Mat* 
r 3-43- Luk. 20 36. ice^.22.4. i ^ . 2 5 . 2 1 . 

And now, poor worldling, what is all yout Gain and Riches in 
comparison of theleaftof thefe? Do you think in your judge
ments that there is any comparifon / Or rather doth not fin and 
the world even brutifieyou, and make you layby the ufe of your 
reafon,and live as if you knew not what you know ? Tour Trea-
fure is all vifible, when ours is unfeen, and therefore I may bid you 
Bring it forth, and letus fee i t , whether indeed it be better then 
the Treafure of the Saints: Let us fee what that is that is better 
then God, and everlafting glory / What / is a little fleftilyeafe 
or mirth ? a little meat, and drink, and pleafure ? a little more 
money, orfpaceof ground to ufe then your neighbours have ; 
are thefe the things that you will change for Heaven , and prefer 
before the Lord that made you ? Opoor mifcrablefinners / Are 
you not told that you have jour good things here t but what will 
you have hereafter when this is gone ? Luke 16.25. When your 
wealth is gone, and your mirth is gone, your fouls are immortal, 
and therefore your mifery and horrour will continue, and never 
be gone. As the wealth of the godly is within them, and above the 
reach of their enemies, and furer then yours, fo is it the more 
durable, even everlafting: When all your Riches are upon the 
wing, even ready to be gone, and leave you in forrow, when 
you are moft highly valuing them, you have it now, but it is gone 
tomorrow. \_Andwhat is the Hope of the Hypocrite though hv 
hath <rained,whe» God tatyth away his foul ? Will God hear his cry 
when trouble cometh upon him ? fob 27. 8; 9. Let the words of 
Chrift decide the Controverfie, i f indeed you take him for your 
Judge. Q Mat. 16. 24, 25, 26, 27. / / any man will come after 
me3 let him deny himfelf, and take up his Crofs , and fellow me • 
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For whofoever will fave his life fall lofe it, and whfoever will 
lofe his life for my fake /hall find it : For what u a man profited 
if he fall gain the whole world, and lofe his own foul f Or what 
floaU a man give in exchange for his foul ? For the Son of man 
fall come in the Glory of his Father with his Angels, and then he 
fall reward every man according to his workj-

Well firs, you that are all for Getting, and for health, judge 
now i f you have not loft your Reaion, whether a Holy or 
unholy, a Heavenly or an Earthly life, be the mort Profitable 
way / I would not draw you to any thing that you mould lole 
by. I f I fpeak not for your Gain, reject my words as eontem-
ptuoufly as you pleafe. But i f I do, then be not againft your 
own commodity. Wil l fuch filly Gain as the world affords you, 
do fo much with you as i t doth : and (ball not the Heavenly in
heritance do more? ftiall all this ftir be made in the world for 
that which you are ready to leave behind you, and will you noc 
lay up a Treafure in heaven, where ruft and moaths corrupt not, 
and where you may live for ever ? Matth. 6.20. What prohc 
now have all thofe millions of fouls, that are gone fromJ eartn, 
by all the wealth they here poffefTed / Hear finners, and betmnK 
you in the name of God. You are leaving Earth, and pepping 
into Eternity, and where then fhould you lay up your Riches. 
Would you rather have your Portion where you muft ftay but 
a te w day s, then where you muft dwell for ever? O Labour not 
for the meat that perijheth, in comparifon of that ^hich endureth 
toeverlafting life, which firifi will give you,\i you will follow 
him, J oh. 6.27. Make you friends of this wealth that the world 
abufeth to unrighteoufnefs, that when all fails below, you may be 
received into the everlasting habitations, Luk. 16. 9. Make noE 
your felves a Treafure of corruptible riches, and fet not your 
heart on Gold and Silver, left the rust of it be a witnefs againft 
you, and eate your flejh as it were fire and lelt yee heap #P 
another kind of treafure then you dream of , againlt the 
l>*fi drys. How many of you have caufe to weep and ho^h 
for j 0 f t r approaching miferies, even then when you are, glo-

r y i n g in your profperity ? Jam. 5. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5- . A r c 

you for Commodity .? Refufe not then the belt Commodity ? 
Be not enemies to them, or to thofe holy motions, that make 
for your everlafting Profit. Take but the Gainfulleft courfe for 
your felves, and we are plcafed. I f you know any thing better 

then 
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then God and Glory, and any riches that will endure any .longer 
then Eternity, why do you noE /hew it m, that we may joyn 
with you ? But if you do not, why will you not hearken to the 
fervantsof the Lord, and joyn with them ? [Wherefore, faith 
the Lord, do you. fyend money for that which is not bread: and 
your labour for that which fatisfieth not f Hearken diligently unto 
me, and eateye that which is good, and let your foul delight it f elf in 

fatnefs : Enclinejour eare, come unto me, hear and jour foul /hall 
live, and J will make an everlafiing Covenant with you, ~^ Ifa. 
55-2,3. I f there be not more to be Gotten by Chnft,'and by 
prayer, and by the promifes, and a holy life, then there is by fin, 
or then there is by all your friends, or lands, or trades,or care, or 
labour here, then take your courfe,, and turn your back on God, 
and fpare nor. But i f you are afliamed to fay fo, be aftiamed 
to thinks fo, or to live fo. 

Verily firs, i f the Gofpel be true, you muft be every man of 
you Saints or Miferahle. Hdinefs is the only thriving way : 
Yea the only Saving way. I f you forfake this way, you are 
Lofing while you are Gaining, and Loftng by your Gains. Yoa 
are bat making Achans bargain, that by his Gold did purchafe a 
ftorm of ftones that dafhtotit his brains, Jofh. 7. You are run
ning after Gehe^ie'sgains ; that thought he had got Riches, and 
it proved a Leprofte. You are trading with the Devil, though 
you fee him not, and will not believe i t , even as certainly as the 
miferable witches, that fell him their fouls for a few fair promifes, 
and when they have done, have the miferablefl: life of any! 
You are laying up but fudas's trcafures, which quickly grew too 
hot to hold, and too heavy for his confeience to bear : and he 
would fain rid his hands of it i f he knew how, and becaufe he 
cannot he hangs himfelf, and rids himfelf out of the afhes into 
the flames. O covet not fuch undoing gains, which you all know 
as fure as you breath, that you mult let go. Believe but your 
Redeemer and you {hall know, that there are greater and 
better things before you. Gather not ftones when you may 
be gathering pearls. Hear me poor finner ! I f God and 
Heaven, i f Grace and Glory feem not better Riches then this 
world, thou judgeft thy felf to have no part in them. 
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C H A P . I X . 

Hollnefs u the moft Honour die Waf, 

Y W ' E arc refolred i f Scripture and Reafou can refolve us, that 
W Godlinefs is the Safefi, the Honefteft, and the Gainfullefi 

courfe : I (hall next (hew you that it is the Mofi Honourable 
eourfe. I know the world thinks otherwife of it . In moft pla
ces it is a matter of reproach to be but ferious and diligent in Gods 
feryice. And though in this place and at this time, through the 
great mercy of God.it is not fo with us,unlefs it be with here and 
there a fot t i fh drunkard, yet there are too few places that are fo 
much freed from this plague. And it is not yet I fear forgotten 
of God, fince the very practice of a Godly life, was a matter of 
greater fcorn and dcrifion, then to have been the prophancft 
fwearer or drunkard. I f a man would not have gone to the 
Alchoufe with them, nor fworn, or fpoke prophanely as they 
did : and i f he made any ferious mention of the Scripture, or the 
life to come-, i f he r ^ r o w ^ any grofs offendor, i f he prayed and 
inftruEled h\sfamily, and fpent the Lords Day in holy excrcifes, 
this was enough to brand him with the name of Puritan or 
Yrecijtan, and make him the common by-word of the town, 
and ( let him be never fo conformable to Bifhops and Ceremo
nies ) i f once he went under the name of a Puritan, he was lookc 
upon as Lot in Sodom, by the open enemies of Piety, who in-
fulted over them, and lived fecurely in open wickednefs. This is 
the chiefeft fin that God hath been fcourging this nation for, i f I 
am able to underftand his judgements : I know men are ape 
to interpret providences according to their own interefts and 
conceits. But I take the help of the Scripture and the experi
ence of former ages for my interpretation ; and I am verily per-
fwaded ( not excluding other f i n s ) that the great fin for 
which God hath plagued England by a fharp and bloody war, 
was the common fcorn that was caft upon his fervice, it being 
made thederifion of too many in the land. I never came into 
any place, where jxecer ferious diligence for falvation, was not 

5 n ( w W i t h ^ e n a m e o f P t i r ' i t a K i f ^ and too much Precifenefs • 
* n < * f " ° ! e ? n a c abftained from iniquity were as Owles among 
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their neighbours, even the very wonder and the rcDroarh r\? 
thofe about them. When this is made a P r ^ t e \ [ T ^ l 
hold that ever hope to be accepted with the Lord n Heb ™ 6 
that he A a Reorder of them that Diligently f«Vh?m Thi f s 

the next point in our faith, to the Believinn rhlr , t • X , 
And yet among us that called our f e l v S ^ r ^ A n v ^ ' 
Inking of the Lord was fo far from being Z ' e l W ^ o ? 
that it was the furcft way to make a man comempnb eTndlodf* 
pus unto many. The jealous God did long endure th* h o r r h t 

m k f a V H / U C r U l f d T ^ / / e n d a r e " from V r M H f t " : 
S e l ! w £ I " ^ f h , C • / ^rld, and (hall 
t h e , ^ of i t bz derided? Is he our ^ d , having 
byCrm^»andic f «Vw/»/» 0 «rhe riehtof Rwlmonc w Ai n 
/ « r « ' W h a t will be W e ' 
CAr# r«/r W r will furely be d l f l r l j L u k ^ 
fliall thofe efcape that fcom his fcrvice ? S is L 7 ; * n d 

O / ^ , a n d ^ / / « 0 the vmhikttgc : And when the £ £ f f 
*/c7^ is m a d e i a / « « and the Devils image had in w £ 
and that by them that call themfelves Chrifiians, was I Z \ 
time for God toarife to judgement? Was it not enough that 
God was Aughted by them, and his fervice turned out of doors 
but it mull be made a by-Word Ms there but ene way Pleafing 
unto God, and but , « way that leadeth to falvation, and muft 
that one way be zhc common/corn? For thefc things God had a 
controyerhe with this land- and he hath pleaded his caufe with 
hrc and fword, and fpoke by a voice that will not be derided • he 
hath entered into judgement with Priefts and people : He will 
not always fupport and maintain a people to deride him. Oh 
England, hadlt thou none to make the foot-ball of thy /corn, but 
the fervants of the mofi High God ? Dd he not tell thee that 
they were hit Jewels, Mai. 3. 1. and that he that touched therm 
did touch the apple of his eye? Zech. 2 8. Wil l he give his fon for 
them, and will he Glorifie them with himfelf, and make them 
equal to the Angels , LuK. 20. 36. and didft thou think he 
would give thee leave ro make them the fcorn and of-fcouring of 
the world? Hadft thou none to make the football of thy con
temptuous fport, but the fons of God, the sjwfe oj Chrift,yca 
his members, and the heirs of heaven ? Oh foolifh nation, hadft 

/ / A ™ n e t 0 d e r i d e 3 n d m a k c t h y b y - w o r d b»t Cbriji him-
J"T I Yea, it wo* Chrifi himfelf, though thou wilt not be-
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beveit / In as much as" thou didft it to one of the left 9 f . t h

u

e ( e 

hi, Brethren, thou didft it unto him, Mat. 25-40. 1* «l tbetr 
Apttions he was afflitted, tfa.63. 9- and therefore in all m* 
reproaches he was reproached; All thole that were derided tor 
Holinefs.wcve derided upon Chrifts account. I f Holtnejs oe 
*>Vand to befcorned, then Godhimfelf is w/r and to be J corned 
and confeqncntly is no God : and what greater Blafpbcmy couua 
be uttered by. the tongue of man? Foi God is Hohntfsit JtlJ.wi •• 
it is but a beam, from him the fhining glorious Sun. H a lit
tle in m impeded worms be hated by thee, how wcaldit tnoa 
hate the perfect Holinefs of God ? And i f ret deserve tny 
fcorns for our obedience, (alas, our too imperfect ebeatence / 
k muft fall upon him that made the Law, and gave us tfceic 
commands. I f he be too precifeihu imperfe&ly obeyeth God, 
what will you fay of God himfelf that commandcth more then 
any of us all performeth ? and that chargeth us on pain ot 
damnation to obey him. O how much wifelyer would you 
do , i f you daily ftudicd , and diligently obeyed thole Laws 
yourfelves / I f the Rulers of the earth would remember mm 
that is the King of Kings, and did ferve the Lord with fear, 
and rejoyced before him with trembling, and kilt the Son to pre
vent his anger, and their perifhing in the way, Vfal.Z-
O England / had thy difobedient inhabitants never heard, now 
vain their rage and imaginations would be, when they/ct them-
{elves andtool^counfel againft the Lord and his annointed, faying, 
let us break their bands afunder, and caft away their cords from 
us ? Did they never hear that the deriders were derided by him 
that fitteth in the heavens , and how he will portly fie*k 
to them in wrath, that fpeak againft his ways in malice, 
and will vex them in his fore diffleafure, that vest his fcr-
vants for the doing of his pleafure? Wi l l they not believe tin 
Hell have taught them that in defpight of all his Enemies, he 
will fet his Ion the King of Saints upon his holy hill of Sion* 
Pfal. 2 i . to 9. Had they never heard how hard at la ft it wil l 
prove for them to kick againft the pricks ? Act- % S- A n ( * w ! , 
lyQY not know by any other means but feeling, that he will 
deftroy thofe as his enemies that would not have him to raign over 
them, Luk. i 9 . 27. and that he will break them With a Rod of 
yron, and dafh them in pieces like a Potters vefel ? Pfa). 2. 9. 
€) Scormrs, did you never read his words, 1 Sam* 2. 30* 
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[_Them that honour me / honour, and they that defpife me 
fhallbehghtly efieemed-} Behold ye defpifers, and wonder and pc-
r>jh: for tius word (ball be fulfilled upon you, and the work 
be wrought which you would not believe when God foretold 
i t , and will not yet underftand and believe, though it be de
clared to you, AUs 13. 4 i . Think not that the infirmities of 
tne Godly do juftihe your contempt of Godlinefs. Think not 
mat a / m C h r i f t s / W ^ will Juitifie you for making a (corn 
T hp.*mlJ>*n* Persecuting his difciples ? or that a Chamm 
I A I °f „ fin o f ^ ^ w i l l warrant you to make them as 
bad aithedeltroyed world, whom God had done fo much to 
lave ? 1 funk not when you have jeered at a Holy life, that God 
will take it for agoodexcufe, to tell him that you had found 
a fault in his fcrvants, or an hypocntc crept into his Church. 
He hateth their faults much more then you but will you there
fore hate their goodnefs ? Condemn the breaches of his Laws 
andfpare nocj but will you therefore condemn the keeping of 
diem ? O England I i f thou hadft had the grace or wit to ufe 
Chriit better in his waves and fervants, he would have ufed 
thee better, and dealt more gently with thy inhabitants , and 
flames and calamities might have been prevented. Often waft 
thou told from 2 Chren. 36. 14. what it was that captivated 
Jjrael and made their Priefts and people to be the Heathens 
Hayes [ When the Lord God fentunto them by his Prophets, becaufe 
he had companion on his people and his dwelling place, they mockfd 
the meffengers of God, *nd derfifed his words, and mifufed hk 
Prophets, untill the vrath of the Lord arofe againfi his people, 
till there was no remedy. ~\ But alas, thou hail gone much further 
then this. Ifrael mocked the Prophets; but 1 remember not thac 
it is ever faid of them, that the way of godlinefs it felf was made 
a common fcorn among them ; but fli l l they gloried in the Lerd, 
and in the Law, and in the Temple, and the Holy Worfhip. But 
here, i f a man did but talk of heaven, or of any holy Subject, 
or reprove a fwearer, or not joyn with them in their impieties, 
the common cry was [_This is one of the holy Brethren: here 
is one of the Saints'. It will never be well till We are rid of thefe 
Puritans and Preciftans. ] How oft havel heard a'.molt the fame 
words from Enghih men,as Let did from Sodomites, Gen. 19.9. 
l-This one fellow came in to fojourn, and he will needs be a fudge.'] 
Wienthey lived in their Ufcivioufnefs , lufis , exafs of dri*K, 
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r f w ^ » | / , banquettings, and abominable prophanation of holy 
things , they thought it firange that we ran not with them Po the-
fame excefs of riot, sjeakjng evil of us , but forgetting the 
account that their Judge was ready to.require of them, I Pet. 
4- 3,4> 5' . , x t r ill 

* Well / have you yet taken warning by the judgements ol the 
Lord ? God hath begun to take away the reproach of Holinefc, 
and through his great mercy to us, it is more Honourable in 
England then formerly i t hath been. Is it Honoured by you f 
Or are you hardened to perdition? Fearfull is the cafe of him 
whoever he be, that afcer all the gentle and terrible warnin 2S Of 
the Lord , dare think or fpeak reproachfully of a Holy life 7 
Yet hear the calls of [he Eternal Wifdom, Prov. 1.20,2 i,22,&i. 
\_ How long ye fimple ones will ye love fimplicity, and the fcorners 
delight in fcorning, and fools hate knowledge ? Turn you at my 
reproof. ~\ But mercies and judgements are loft on thehard-hearted t 

Ifa. 26. 10, 11. Let favour be {hewn to the wicked, yet will ht not 
learn righteoufnefs : in the land of uprightnefs will he dealun-
jufily, and will not behold the Majefiy of the Lord. When the 
hand of the Lord is lifted up, they will not fee • but they {lull fee 
and be afhamed for their envy at his people , and the enemies oWn 
fire /ball devour them.~\ And then as they fet at nought his coun-
fell, and would none of his reproof, but mocked them that feared 
God • fo will he alio laugh at their calamity, and mock^when 
their fear cometh.*——— For that they hated knowledge, and didnot 
ehoofe the fear of the Lord, ] Prov. 1.2?, 26, 27,29. 

1 will add but this one word of terror. To fcorn at Holinefs, 
is to fee rn at the Holy Ghofi,vjhoie office or work it is to fan-
ftifie us,As the Father hath commanded us to be Holy as he is Holy, 
i P c t . 1. 16. and made it his Jmageoxx us- and as the Son hath 
come to defiroy unholinefs, 1 John 3.8. and give us an example 
^ f perfetl holinefs , and fanclifie to himfelf a peculiar people, 
T i t u s 2 . i 4 . fo is it the undertaken work of the Holy Ghofi, as 
fe»t therefore from the Father and. the Son , to makj Holy all 
that God will fave. And though I fay not that it is the unpar
donable BUfphemy againft the Holy Ghofi to fcorn his very work 
and office, yet 1 fay it is a Blafbhensy afainfi the Holy Ghofi, fo 
mar that which is unpardonable, that the thoughts of icfliould 
wamble all that have been guilty, and make men fear fo horrible 
awn. . But. [Byfed is he that walketh not intheCounfel of the 
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Z?ngodly,mr flandethin the Way of ftnners, nor fittethlnthefeat 
of the fcornful : but his delight if in the Law of the Lord, and in 
his Law doth he meditate day and night..] The curfe of the Lord 
is in the houfe of the wicked, but he bleffeth the habitation of the 
yujt'- Surely he fcorneth the fcorners, but he givethgrace unts 
the lowly, Prov. 3. 33, 34. Ihefe are the true fayings of the 
Lord. J 0 

I thought not meet to pafs by this neeeffary reproof of the 
contempt of Holinefs, which this Land hath been fo guilty of, 
and which hath undone fo many fouls, and made fuch d e f 
lations in the Land. And now you (hall fee, that I am able to 
make good the grounds of thisreproof, and that Holiness is no 
Di'{honourahle thing. 

*• T n c Holy fervants of the Lord have the moft Honourable 
'Mafltr in all the world. This only is fufficient to weigh down 
all the Honours of the world, i f it were ten thonfand worlds.-
When the builders of the Temple were asked their names, by the 
Officers of King D«rim, Ezra 5. 10, 11. their anfwer was 
C We are the fervants of the God of Heaven and Earth ] No King 
on Earth, no Angel in Heaven hath a more honourable Matter. 
To be the higbeft Officer of the greateft Prince, is a Title as 
much more bafe then this, as man is bafer then the Infinite 
God. I f God can not put faffieient Honour on thofe that are 
Related to him , tell us, who can ? When Mofes went to Pha~ 
raohfor the Ifraelites deliverance, he was to fpeak in the name 
of the Lord • and when Pharaoh fpake contemptuoufly of the 
Lord, as one that he knew not and would not obey,how wonde-
roufly doth God vindicate his honour & his people/ Let other men 
be called Knights, and Lords, and Kings,and Emperours ^ may I 
but be truly called the fervant of the God' of Heaven0\ (hall not en
vy them their honourslOur relation to fo glorious a Majeifty doth 
put an unexprefiible Honour upon the pooreft perfon and the 
loweft workj.A fervant of the Lord is more Honourable in rags, . 
in afmoaky cottage, or the meaneft ftate.then the Emperour 
vfConftantinople or Tartary is in all their Wealth and Worldly 
Glory. And if yqu think not fo.your felves, why do you fo 
v^zh honour them when they are dead? What was Peter and • 

and the reft of the Apoftks, but poor defpifed men in the 
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world, that travailed about to preach the Gofpel? arid what 
was their honour but to be the Holy Servants or the Lords ? Yet 
now they are dead, you are defirous to keep Holy dayes in an 
honourable memorial of them: and Kings and Princes reve
rence their names. What were the Martyrs whofe memories are 
now fo Honourable with us, but a company of bared perle-
cured men, that were ufed by others as Butchers do their beaits 
and worfe? But becaufe they were the fervantsof the Lord, and 
fuffered for his truth and caufe, their names are honourable, 
and the names of their greateft perfecutors do even funk. Its 
faidi Of M amine the Great ( who himfclf was Greater by his 
Holinefs then hisViaories; that he was wont to reverence the 
Bifhops that had been fuffercrs for Chrift, and killed the place 
where the eye abode that one of them had loft for the Go-
fpels fake. The Chriftian Princes that ruled the world, were 
wont to Honour the pooreft mortified rerired fcrvants of 
Chr i f t , that had caft off the world > as perceiving that he 
is more Honourable that contemneth it, then he that enjoy-
eth ic. The neareft to God undoubtedly are the moft Honou
rable. , 

2. Conilder, that asit is God that the Saints arc thus Related 
•to , fo their Relation is fo near , and their Titles fo exceeding 
high, which God himfclf hath put upon them, chat it ad vanceth 
them to the greateft height of Honour , that men on earth can 
reafonably expe£t. Yea^with holy admiration we muft fay i t , fo 
wonderful is the Honour which the Glorious God hath put up
on his poor unworthy fervants, thar they durft not have owned 
i t , nor thought fuch Titles meet for men, i f God himfelf had 
•not been the"Author of them / Nor could they have believed 
that God would fo advance them, i f he had not both revealed i t , 
and given them faith to believe his revelation. As i f it were not 
enough for us to be his fervants, he calleth us his friends 1 Job. 15. 

13> I 4, 1 5 . C Greater Love hath no man then this, that a man fdi 
doxvn hts life for his friends. Te are my friends, if ye do whatfo-
ever I command you • Henceforth I call you not fervants : For the 
fervent \noWeth not What his Lord doth: but I have called you 
friends ';. for rM things that- I have heard of my Father , I have 
made liKo-wxt unto you.^\ Jam. 2. 23. [Abraham waf called the 
friendef God.~\ 

2. And they are called the Lords Jewels,M&L 3. 17-
3 .They 
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3. They are called his Beloved, and dearly'Beloved, Deuf 

3 3.12. Pfalw6o.$. & 127.2. Cant. 2. 16. & 6. 3. Scj.io. 
Hclj and Beloved infcparable. i?<jW. 4. 7. £ Behved of God', 
c*//^ fa & J Col. 3.12. f eMh of God, Hdy and Be
loved.] They are the dearly beloved of ins foul, Jer .12.7. For 
they are accepted in the Beloved , Eph. 1. 6. Even in the Beloved 
Son in whom the Father is well pleafed, Match. 3. 17. & 

4- They are called children , or adopted fans , Gal. 4. 6. John 
1. 12. And he difdaineth not to< be calledtheir Father , Heb. 12.9, 
Matth. 23.9. 2 Cor. 6. 18. [ I will fo a Father to you , and ye 
Shall be my fens and daughters, faith the Lord Almighty.] M a i 
3. 17. Re will s~f>are them s as a man Jparethhis [on that ferveth 
him. ] 

5. They are called alfo the jF/wv of Heaven, Rora. 8.17. A 
more Honourable heritage then earth affords. 

6. They are called a peculiar people t» the LordfXit. 2. 14. and 
his peculiar treafure, Exod. 19. 5. Pfa!. 135.4. 

7. They are called Kings and Pricft^toGod, Rev, 1. 6. They 
are a chofen generation, a Royal Prieft-hood,a Holy National pecu
liar people, I Pet. 2. 9. .... 

8. ThefancT hed are called the Spoufe of Chrift , Cant. 4. 8. 
to 13. Becaufe of the fimilitude of the holy Covenant which 
they make with Chrift, to a marriage Covenant - and becaufe of 
the dearnefs of his love to them, and the nearnefs and fweetnefs 
of his Communion wirh them, Mat. 22. 2, 4., 9. The Lord is faid 
to be married to them, Jer. 3. 14. And their Maker calls himfelf 
their Husband, I fa. 54. 5. 

9. Yea more, they are called the Members of Chrifi , 1 Cor. 
6.1$. & 12- 12. They are the Body of Chrifiand members in par
ticular, verf. 27. We are members of his body , of kis fiefh, and of 
his hone, lived and cheriffied by him , as a man doth his own flejh , • 
Ephef, 5 .25,28,29,30,32. They are kept by the Lord as the 
Apple of his eye, Deut. 32. I o. And he that toucheth them teucheth 
the apple of his eye Zech. 2. 8. What nearnefs I what dearnefsdo 
thofe terms exprefs! 

1 o. Yea they are faid to be one with Chrifi, 1 Cor. 6.17. [He 
that is yoynedto the Lord, is one fpirit."] John 17. 21 ,22 ,23» 
L That they all may be one, as thou Father art in me, and T in thee , 
that they alfo may he One in us3 that the world may believe that tho» 
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haft [em me that tkejmay be One, even as We are me, I in them 
and thou in me ,• that they may be made perfect in one. ] Not that 
they are One in God-head, or perfenality, or office with Chrift, but 
molt nearly con joyned as fubjc&s to their Prince, that make One 
Body Political and as a wife to a husband, and nearer then thefe 
can exprefs, in that they have the communications of his 
Spirit. 

Judge now by all thefe wonderful Titles, whether any but an 
Atheift or Infidel can deny, that the Godly arc the moft Honour* 
able people in the world. I f it be not a contemptible thing to be 
the fon of a King, much lefs to be the fons of the eternal King. 
Deny the Honour of thofe that are fo nearly related to him, and 
you deny the Honour of God himfelf, and confe<|uently deny 
him to be God. Atheifm is the beginning and end of all. 

3, Moreover the fervants of the Lord have the moft Honour-
able Natures or Difpofttions in the world. And the Honour that 
arifeth from a mans intrinfecal Difpofition, is far greater then 
that which accrueth to him from his parentage, or Wealth, or 
Worldlygreatmfs, or any fuch extrinflck accidents. Many a proud 
and worthlefs perfon doth boaft of the Nobility of their An-
ceftors, and tell you what blood doth run in their veins; when 
they have debafed fouls, and nothing advanced them or their 
Aneeftors, but their Riches, or the pleafure of fome Prince; and 
they know that the beggars at their doors did come from Noah 
as well as they. The Surgeon findeth no purer blood in their 
veins, then in the beggars nor are their carkafTes any more 
fweet or lovely • and therefore i f their manners are worfe, they 
are more bafe then honeft beggars. I t is the mind that bcaretb the 
true ftamp of Nobility. They are the Noble ft that have the No-
tlefc fouls. All the Silks and Velvets in the world , will not make 
an Ape as Honourable as a Man, nor an Ideot as a wife man. 
S olomon in all his Royalty was not cloathed like fome of the flowers 
in the field, Mat. 6. 28. 29. and yet he was more Honourable then 
they. A Corpfe may be moil f urn: tuoufly adorned : A Crown may 
he fet on the head of an image. Such as t h e w i W i s , fuch is the 
Zt £ A n , d t h a c t h e / " * ^ of c h c fancltfied are more Nobly qualifi-

! rl - « t h e r m e n ' i s e a f l i ? demonftrated. For, 
i ji & ™ e l i e t h i M t h e m f y f"ith* a n d b his Spirit, Ephef. 
ThJ Z ' Z z ' W e are the Temples of the Holy Ghoft, 1 Cor.6.19. 
i fie new nature of the Saints hath no meaner an Author then 
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the Lord himfelf. I t is the Divine Power chat riveth mall rMnL 
that pertain to life and godlineis, 2 Fa. 1. 3. As it is t h e 1 g 

able work of God the Father to be our Creator and «? £ H r J 

the Holy-Ghoft to be our San&ifier. And therefore *< ir ; * 
Bhfphemingof the Creator to vilifie the Crearinn ! P r* 
pheming of the Redeemer to vilifie the L d e r n ^ o n ' t ' ^ 
Blafphemingof theSand.ner to vihfie 
I % not that it is the unpardonable Blafphemy yet a f S 
Blafphemy it is. O that thofe wretches knew t h e V \ r i m ^ 
mockatthefpecialworkof the Holy-Ghoir C n e i r c n r i u > t h a c 

^ I f ^ L ' S W l t . h a H e a v c ^ y «ght, and 

2. 27. And it is mere Honourable t o / , , , then to h h l i J ' ^ ' 
live in the open Light, then in a dungeon. And it is the hiVheft 
matters in the world that the gracious foul is favingly acquainted 
with. I t is more Honourable to have the Knowledge of profound-
eft Sciences, then of fome low and poor employment. And it j s 

more Honourable to have the faving Knowledge of God, and of 
the life to come, which the poo reft fancTified perfon hath, then 
to have the moll admired fleftily wifdom, or aH the common 
learning in the world. What high, and excellent, and necefTary 
things doth Grace acquaint the Chriftian with ? He knoweth him 
that is the caufe of all things elfe, having himfelf no caufe : He 
knoweth him that is knowledge it felf and that knoweth ail 
things : He knowcth him that is Eternal; that never began, and 
fhall never end. That is Greater then the whole world : that is 
more glorious then the Sun: that can do all things becaufe he is Al-
miZhty • and yet can do no evil, becaufe he is molt Good ^nd Holy. 
He knoweth him that made the world and all things, and holdeth 
them in the hand of his Omnipotency , and Ruleth them by his 
wifdom, and doth all things according to the good pleafure of 
his will. He knoweth him that is mans felicity, to know whom is 
eternal life. He knoweth the Redeemer, and the Riches of his 
Grace and Promifes. He knoweth the difcafes of his own foul, 
and their danger and cure. He knoweth what end he hath to aim 
* r» and the work that he was made and Redeemed for to do : the 

S t a t i o n s which he muft rcfift • the enemies which he muft 
I i con-
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conquer, the duties which he muft perform : He knoweth his 
Redeemers Laws and Covenants. What he commandeth;, pro-
mifethandthreatneth.andtowhom. He knoweth what will be 
hereafter - and where he (hall live when this life is ended : and 
what he fliall do ten thoufand years hence, yea unto all eternity. 
He knoweth what will become of all the Godly and ungodly 
( that die fuch ) in the world . and where they (hall be for ever
more. In a word, he knoweth whence he came, whitnet ne is go
ing, and which way he muft go. He knoweth God as his Maker, 
Governour and End : He knoweth that God that he muft Pleafe, 
and how to Pleafe him,and how to be faved, and to live with God 
for ever This is the honourable Knowledge of the Sanctified ; 
which no men have but they alone. The cunning. Politicians o( 
the world have none of i t , fas fuch). The Speculators of na
ture , the great Mathematicians, the Learned Doctors, famous 
for their skill in Languages,Phtlofophy, andtheTheone of D i 
vinity, are oft without i t . They have more of the words, aneU*-
r;<w,and?6r«^,and methods, then unlearned Saints have : but 
they want the Thing- that thefe are made for. They have the 
figns, and the Godly have the thing fignified. They have: the Bony 
i f Theologie, and the Godly Chrijtian hath the Soul, W / ; 
Ztoilers have better skill to breathe fait, but ihrGoM) Chnjtt-
an only knows how to eat the kernel. The Learned may be better 
at the office of a Cook, to drefs the meat ̂  but only the Godly do 
feedonit,znddigefi \t. Knowledge is to be valued, ( asallcrea-
tiaresare) according to its ufefulnefs, As it is more Honourable 
to know how to Govern a Kingdom, Command an Army or Navy, 
or fave mens lives, then to make a fiddleor an hobby horfe^ fo is it 
ten thoufand-fold more Honourable , to know how to Order our 
hearts and lives,and to walk^with God , and obtain the everlafring 
<jlory, then to know how to get. the riches, and pleafures, and 
yain-gloryof the prefent world. 

3. The fan&ifiedare made Alive to God, when other men are 
JDeadmdn. Rom. 6.11,13. Eph. 2. 1, 2. And the pooreft man 
alive is more Hon'.0arablethen the carkafe of an Jiwferour. Ecd. 
S>- 4. A living dog, is better then a dead Lyon. 

4. Thefan&ified are cleanfedfrom the filthynefs of their fins • 
which are the moft odious defilements in the world .- and they arc 
purifiedby the blood and fpiri t of Chrift. 1 John i .7>9- Ephef. 
5 ; 20". 2 Cor. 7, 1. The word of Chrift hath made them clean s 
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fshn i $. 3 • Their hearts are purified by faith, A&s 15.9. I Pet. 
1 2 2 . i ? f ^ » 3.3. And therefore the moft odious pare of their 
dlfhonour is removed ; fin is a reproach to any people, Brov. 14.34. 
Whatever it may feem before ungodly men, it is fin that is yous 
fhame before the Lord : And this reproach the godly are now 
cleanfed from. Though it be a difhonour to them that they were 
ungodly once, it is their honour that now they are not fuch ; and 
that they are cloathed with the righteoufnefs of Chrift. 

5. The Holy nature of the Saints di/pofeth their hearts, and f«-
clineth their wills to the higheft and mofi Honourable things. As in 
their Knowledge, fo in their Inclinations, they are above the bafe-
nefs of the world. The nature of man is not to feed as beafts 
and horfes, and dogs do : he is above their food ; and above their 
converfe and kind of life : that will not content him that content-
cth them. And thznew nature of a fan Hi fie d man, is above the de
lights and contents of the ungodly. His heart cannot endure to 
take up with their kind of life. To mind nothing but this world, 
and to have no pleafure but to the flefti, and live as an utter 
ftranger to God, and not to feed on the Heavenly delights, and 
riches of the Gofpel , but live as if there were no fuch things; 
this fenfual life is beloVo his Inclination , as feeding on drofs, or 
converfing only with fwine or cattle, is below the nature of a 
man. The noble foul is that which is inclined to the noble ft objeUs: 
even to God, and Holinefs, and cverlafting l i fe : and cannot en
dure the poor, and low, and fordid life of men , that have their 
portion here. Pfalm 17. 14- Nothing that is corporeal, or tran-
ficory yeanothingbelowGod,canfatisfieaholyfoul. I t is this 
Hoh birpoStion,ih^^smcri(orhcAy Dnties: and that is their 
fitnefs for eternal Happinefs. I f Angels were not Holyer then 
Devils, and godly men then the ungodly, Heaven could not hold 
them, nor could they any more fee or enjoy the Lord then they 
that are caft into outer darknefs. And therefote f Y™ ^ ? 
that the Holy are no more Homurable then the unholy, yon mutt 
fay that the Holy Angels are no more Honourable the* the d m / / . 
which fureyou will fcarcebe fo defperateas to lpeak. 

6. Holinefs in the godly is the Image of God, in which we were 
created: and according to which we arc renewed by the Holy 
Ghoft. Efh. 4.24. Col, 3. 10. Gen. 1.27. And what can be 
fpoken more Honourable of a creature, then that he hath his Ma
kers image, unlefsas to ths Degree, thatfome have more of »c 
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then others' I t is the honourable Title of the Son himfelf, that 

" he [ is the Brightnefs of his -Fathers glory, and the exprefs image of 
his perfen 1 This is above the honour of any, or of all the Saints 
Bat to have the Image of God in Wifdom, and Holinefs , as all 
have that are f a n c i e d , is a wonderful dignity to be given to a 
creature,and fo low and unworthy creatures as we are. His com
mands teil us what are the qualifications of his people. [ As he 
which hath called you is Holy Jo be ]e Holy, in all wanner of eon* 
verfathn : For it is written, Be ye Holy, for Jam Holy. J _ I Pet. 
* 15, 16. And how high a command, and ftrait a Rule is that, 
given us by Chrift, Matth, 5.48. I Be ye therefore perfett, even 
as your Father which is in Heaven is perfeill ] Well may it be; cal
led an exceeding Righteoufnefs , fnrpaffing the Scribes and Phan-
fees, which all have that enter into the Heavenly Kingdom, 
Matth. 5.20. There is nothing under Heaven, that is known to 
man fo like to God, as a Holy foul. Remember this the next time 
you reproach fucb. Al l you that are the Serpents feed, remember 
when you fpi t your venome againft Holinefs, that it is the Image 
of GWthatyour enmity isexercifed againft. O what a ftrange 
conjun&ton of malignity and hypocrifie appeareth in the enemies 
of God among us / A piBure of Chrift that is drawn by a Painter, 
or a forbidden Image of God that is carved by an Image-maker in 
ftone, that hath nothing but the name of an Image of God, thefe 
they will reverence, and honour, ( though God hath forbidden 
them to make fuch Images of him ) The Papifts will pray before 
them, and the prophane among us are zealous for them : when 
in the mean time they hate the mblefi Images of God on earth. 
Forbidden Images of God have been defended, by feeking the 
blood of his true ft Images. Do you indeed Love and Honour the 
Image of God ? Why then do you hate them, and feek to deftroy 
them ? And why do you make them the fcorn of your conti
nual malice ? Can you blow hot and cold ? Can you both Love 
and Hate , both Honour and Scorn, the Image of God f Search 
the Scripture, and fee whether it be not the fan&ified, heavenly, 
diligent fervants of the Lord that are the Honourable Image 
which he owneth , and magnifieth , and gloryeth in before the 
world. I f this be not true , then go on in your hatred of them 
and iparenot. Thefe are not Images o f / W , but of Spirit :not 
Images made by a Carver or a Painter , but by the Holy-Ghofi 
himfelf : Not hanged upon a wall for men to look on, but living 

Images, 


