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then others' I t is the honourable Title of the Son himfelf, that 

" he [ is the Brightm!s of his -Fathers glory, And the exprefs image of 
his perfon 1 This is above the honour of any, or of all the Saints 
Bat to have the Image of God in Wifdom, and Holinefs , as all 
have that are f a n c i e d , is a wonderful dignity to be given to a 
cre?.ture,and fo low and unworthy creatures as we are. His com­
mands teil us what are the qualifications of his people. [ As he 
which hath called yon is Holy Jo be ]e Holy, in all wanner of eon* 
verfation ; For it is written, Be ye Holy, for lam Holy. J _ I Pet-
i - 15, 16. And how high a command, and ftrait a Rule is that, 
given us by Chrift, Matth, 5. 48- \_Beye therefore per ft Si, even 
as your Father which is in Heaven is perfedll ] Weil may it be; cal­
led an exceeding Sighteoufnefs , fnrpafling the Scribes and Pnan-
fees, which all have that enter into the Heavenly Kingdom, 
Matth. 5.20. There is nothing under Heaven, that is known to 
man fo lily to God, as a Holy fonU Remember this the next time 
you reproach fucfe. Al l you that are the Serpents feed, remember 
when you fpi t your venome againft Holiness, that it is the Image, 
of GWthatyour enmity isexercifed againft. O what a ftrange 
conjun&ion of malignity and hypocrifie appeareth in the enemies 
of God among us / A piBure of Chrift that is drawn by a Painter, 
or a forbidden Image of God that is carved by an Image-maker in 
ftonc, that hath nothing but the name of an Image of God, thefe 
they will reverence, and honour, ( though God hath forbidden 
them to make fab Images of him ) The Papifts will pray before 
them, and the prophane among us are zealous for them : when 
in the mean time they hate the mblefi Images of God on earth. 
Forbidden Images of God have been defended, by feeking the 
blood of his true ft Images. Do you indeed Love and Honour the 
Imxge ef God ? Why then do you hate them, and feek to deftroy 
them ? And why do yon make them the fcorn of your conti­
nual malice ? Can you blow hot and cold ? Can you both Love 

Hate , both Honour and Scorn, the Image of God f Search 
*he Scripture, and fee whether it be not the fan&ified, heavenly, 
diligent fervants of the Lord that are the Honourable Image 
which he owneth , and magnifieth , and gloryeth in before the 
world. I f this be not true , then go on in your hatred of them 
and 'pare nor. Thefe are not Images o f / W , but of Spirit :not 
Images made by a Carver or a Painter , but by the Holy-Ghofi 
ounfelf : Not hanged upon a wall for men to look an, but living 
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Images, a&uated from Heaven, by fpiritual influence from 
Chnft their head, and fhining forth in exemplary liyes to the 
honour of their Father whom they refembie, A4atth.$. 16. I t is 
not in an outward fhape, but in fpiritual rvifdom^and Love, and 
Hdinefs of heart and life, that they refembie their Oeatour. 
Whetheryou will believe it now or not, be fure of i t , you ma­
lignant enemies of Holinefs, that God would fhortly make you 
know i t , that you chofe out the mod excellent Image of your 
maker under Heaven, to pour om your Inured and contempt 
againil:. And in as much as you did it to his nobleft Image, you 
did it unto him. 

7« ^ f all this be not enough to (hew you the Honour able Na­
ture of Hslinefs, I wiil fpeak the higheft word that can be fpo-
&en of any created nature under heaven, and yet no more then 
God hath fpoken ; even in 2 Pet.1.4.. where it is exprefly faid, 
that the Godly are [partakers of the Divine Nature.^ I know 
that it is not theEpnce of God that is here called theDivineNature 
that we partake o f : we abhor the thoughts of fuch blafphemous 
arrogancy,as i f that grace did make men Gods. But its called the 
]}ivine nature,in that it is caufed by the Spirit of G°d,and floweth 
frosTj him, as the Light or fi-infhine floweth from the fun. You ufe 
to fay, the fun is in the houfey when i t fhineth in the houfe, 
though the fun it felf be in the firmament : fo the Scripture 
faith that Goddwelleth in us, and Chrift and the fpirit dwelleth 
in us, when the Heavenly Light and Love and Life, which 
flreameth from him dwelleth in us; and this is called the Divine 
Nature. Think of this, and tell me whether higher and more 
Honourable things can eafily be fpoken of the fons of men, 
I Joh.4. 16. [| God is Love ; 4nd he that dwelleth in Love dwcl-
leth in God^andGodin him.~] O wonderful advancement / high 
cxprcfiions of a creatures dignity £ BlefTed be that Eternal Love 
that is thus communicative, and hath fo enobled our unworthy 
fouls: with what alacrity and delight fhould we exalt his name 
by daily praifes thatthus exalteth us by bis unfpcakable mercie? 
Pfa!.75. 10 .&89. 16, 17. [Bleffed is the people that know the 
joyful found ; they Jhallvealk^O Lord in the light of thy coun­
tenance : In thy name pall' they rejoyce all the day : and in thy 
righteoufnefs fhall they be exalted ; For thou art the glory of our 
firength ; and in thy favour cur horn fhall be exalted : For the 
Lprd is our defence, And the holy one of Ifrael is our K'wg- 3 
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pfal. 148. 13, 14. £ Let them praife the name of the Lord : for 
his Name alone is excellent : his Glory is above the Earth and 
Heavens : He alfoexalteth the horn of his people; the Praife of 
all his S'dints.] He hath fir ft exalted our bleffed Head, even 
highly exalted him by his own right hand, and given him a name 
Above every name, A d . 2.33. & 5. 31. Phil. 2. 9. and wichhim 
fee hath wonderfully exalted all his fan&ified ones, Heb.2.10.11. 
For it became him for whom are all things, and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many fons to Glory, to make the captain of their 
falvation perfect through fuferings : For both he that fanclifieth 
and thej that are fanUifed, are all of One : for which caufe he 
is not ajbamedte call them Brethren^ 1 Cor. 12. 12. I For as the 
Body is One, and hMh many members, ani all the members of that 
ene body, being many are one body : f t alfo is Chrift.~] What great­
er honour can man on earth be advanced to ? And the Honour 
o f the jaftis communicative to the focieties of which they are 
members. The Churches are called Holy for their fakes- [Prov . 
* 1. 11 . By the bleJp»g of the upright the City is exalted : but it 
is overthrown by the msuth of the wicked ] Prov. 14-34- C RK&}~ 
teoufnefs exalttth a nation : but fin is a reproach to any people J 
Let therefore both the perfons and Congregations of the Saints 
continually exale the name of God : [ 0 Blefs the Lord for ever* 
and ever, and bleffed be his glorious name, which is exalted above 
all blefling and praife.~] Neh.9.5. \_The Lord liveth : and bleffed 
be our Rock: and exalted be the God of our Rock^of our falvati-
c»."} 2 Sam. 22. 47. [Pfal . 30. 1. I will extoll thee O L@rd, 
for thou haft lifted me up. ] Pfal. 27. 6. £ And now fhall my 
head be lifted up above mine enemies round ab0Ut me : therefore 
will 1 cfer in his tabernacle faerifices ef joy ; I will ftng, 
jea J v,M fmg praifes unto the Lrrd, ] Pfal. 28 .8 ,9 . t^he 
•Lord is their ftrength, the faving (Irength of his annointed : He 
Veill fave his people, and blefs his inheritance, and feed them alfo, 
and lift them up for ever.'] Pfal. 147.6. The Lord lifteth up 
the meck^, and cafteth the wicked do^en to the ground. ] Thus 
ftiall it be done to them whom God doth delight to Honour. He 
"friil Deliver them and Honour them ? Pfal. 91.15. 

4. And as the fanAified have the mo ft Honorable difpofitians, 
•io have they the higheft and moft Honorable Befigns. The End 
<8 their lives is incomparably above other mens. The reft of the 
world (though they may talk, of Heaven, and wijb for \t rather 

then 
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then Hell, when they can live no longer) do indeed drive on no 
greater trade,then providing for the fltjh, and feathering them 
a neft which will quickly be pulled down : and like the fpider, 
fpinning themfelves a web, which death will (hortly fweep away. 
But the Defign and daily bufinefs of the Godly is for everlaRing 
Glory. Htb. 11.1 o. Thej look^ for a City that hath foundations, 
•whofe builder and maker is God.~\ verf. 13, 1 ^ 16. They 
confers themfelves grangers and pilgrims on earth, thereby decla­
ring th.it they feek^a CgmtreJ' truly if they were mind­
ful of that ( deceitful world ) which they came out of ( and have 
forfaken) they may have opportunities (and too many invi­
tations) to return to it : But #<?w they dcfire a better Couutrej, 
that is, an Heavenly : Wherefore God is not a/hawed to be called 
Their God : for he-hath prepared for them aCity~] This Noble 
i*/^ennobleth both the perfons aud conventions of believers. 
To Rule a Kingdom is a Nobler defign then to play with children 
for pins or points. But to-feck the Everlafting Kingdom is far 
above all the higheft defigns that are terminated upon earth. I f 
Everlafting Glory with God in Heaven, be a nobler ftate then 
a-worldly l ife, then muft the feeking it be a nobler defign. Paul 
ftieweth you the difference very pathetically, Phil. 3. 18,19,20. 

*{_For many walk ( °f whom 1 told you often, and now tell yon weep­
ing ) that they are the enemies of the Crofs of (fhrift ; Whofe end 
is de&rpelicn, whofe God is their belly, and vhofe glory is in thdr 
Jhame, who mind earthly things : But our Converfation is in Hea~ 
ven~\ that is, we live as Citizens of the heavenly Jerufalem, and 
not as thofc that are here at home. It is Heaven that fandifjed 
pcrfons mind , that they ftudy and care for, and labour and live 
for in the world. And therefore, though in their Natural capa­
city, they are but as other men, yet in their Moral and Relative 
capacity, I think I may fay without Hyperbole, that they are 
much more advanced above the dignity of the great unfanftified 
princes upon earth, then Reafon,and learning, and manly de­
figns advance a man above a bcaft. I t is the Noblenefs and bafe* 
mfs of the end that doth honour or abafe the agent: and there­
fore none are truly Honourable but thofe that feek the fpiritual, 
the high, eternal Honour. 

5. The Employment • as well as the Txfigns of the Godly* 
do prove them to be the molt Honourable, Both the End and 
Matter do Ihcw the excellency of their As the E»A 
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Honoureth the per fort, fo doth it Honour all the works that arc 
Means thereto. The f i r f t thoughts of a Godly man when he 
awaketh, and the laft when he lyeth down ( i f heobfervehis 
Rule ) are ufually for Heaven. When you are eonverfmg 
with worldly men, about thefe common worldly things, 
they are in prayer or holy meditation converging with God, 
about the matters of his fervice and their faivation. Their 
hearts are toward him : their thoughts are on him : They 
are devoted to him : Their daily bufinefs is to ferve him. [When 
1 awake ( faith David, pfal. i 39. 28. ) 1 am ftill with thee.] 
Pfal.16.7.8. £ I Voillblefs the Lordwho hath given me counsel: my 
reins alfo inftruEb me in the night feafons.I have fet the Lordalways 

hefere me : becauft he is at my right hand, I fhall not be moved] The 
life of the Godly is called in Scripture £a talking with God] fuch 
was the courfeof Henoch Noah, and Abraham^ Gen. S. 22,24. 
dc6.g. & 17.1. & 24.40. They Walked before God, Gen. 48. 
15.and in his ways, Deut. 28,9. They love the Lord their God with 
all their heart and foul ( as to the fincerity of i t : ) and walk, 
after him, and. fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey 
his voice, and ferve him and cleave unto him, Dear. 13- 3»4« 
And can an inhabitant of this world have a more honourable. 
imployment then to ferve the Lord ? and a more honourable ft Ate 
then to walle^ with God ? fliould we not hare thought fuch 
words intolerable to be ufed of the beft on earth, i f God had 
not been himfelf the author of them, and put them into our 
mouths ? Hear more of his own exprefiions concerning the 
conventions of his fervants [_i Cor. 1.9. God is faithful 
by whom ye were called unto the fellowfbip of hisfon feftu Chrift] 

I Joh. 1, 3. [" dad truly our Fellowfbip is with the Father, and 
Vfith his Son Jefus Chrift ] By \_fello^fhip ] is not meant here 
\_a fociety of equa/s.] God forbid we fhould think fo blafphe-
moufly : But it is a Communion of the beloved fancTified Crea­
ture with his blefTed Creator, agreeable to his diftance. In 
their fecrctaddreffes, his fervants have communion with him : 
r v S P ?™ycr i s n o t h i n S e l f e b u t a bumble fpeaking to the living 
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Re^e™r, Pfai. 19. I 4 They poure out their 
iouls before hi* « a n d he opencth his ears and his bofome 
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like* fief herd : ** gather the lambs withlns arm, and carry 

. . | • ^ <J it* t/f urn, uit vvull Hill J . I t 
is Aw that they Awr whoever be the meffenger : I t is him 
tnat tney f and praife and rnagnifle [ Come ( fay they ) 
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord , to the houfe 
of the God of Jacob, and he mil teach us of his rvayes, and^e 
Vtll walk his paths—-Come, and let *s wallg^ in the lithe 
of theLord ] Ifaiah 2. 3, 5. [We have thought of thy h-
vmg kindmfs, 0 Gtd,inthc midft of thy Temple \ Pfalm 48. 9. 
L 1» his Temple doth every man fpeal^ of his glory. ] Pfalm 
2 9 f \ V C c , o m m o n employments of the Godly are fanrjtified 
and thereby advanced above the higheft arsons of the wicked* 
For it is God and Glory that is in al] their ultimate End* 
L Whether they eat or drinks, or what ever thej do, thej do it 
to his glory, 1 Cor. 10. 3 1. That is, They intend his Glory as 
their end, and they doit in reverent obedienceto his Will,and 
in a holy manner behaving themfelves as may honour him 
whofe work they do. And he that hath the face to fay, that 
Prayer, Praife, Thanksgiving, Meditation, holy conference and 
other works of Holinefs and Righteoufnefs, are not a more 
Honourable employment then the fordid drudgery of the world, 
mutt fay alfo that the life of a worldling is more Honourable 
then the life of the holy Angels and the heavenly hoft. They 
are obeying and praifing God, and living in the fenfe of his 
deareftlove, while you are finning andferaping in this Earth. 
And can you believe that your life is more Honourable then 
theirs? I f not-, youmuft confefs, that the Godly that come 
neareft the work of Angels , do live a more Honourable life 
then you. When Chrift called Peter to leave his fiftiing and 
follow him and be his fervant, he tells him that he will make 
him a fijher of men : as intimating that it was a more honourable 
work to catch fouls by the Gofpel,and win them to God and to 
falva ion,then to catch fijhes.To pleafeGod and fave our £ouls,and 
further others in obeying him to their falvation, is the Higheft 
work that the fons of men are capable of while they live in flefh. 

As the Priefts werefanftified to draw ^ n r u n t o God, then 
t h c common people, and to be employed in his moft Holy ferviee, 
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fo are the godly Separated by grace from the mgodiy world, 
end brought nearer God , and ufed by him in the nobleft works. 
[_In a great houfe there are not only vrjfelsof Gold and of Silver, 
but al/o of wood, and of earth, and feme to honour % and fome to 
difbomur. ] i Tiro. 2.20. [If a wan therefore furge himfelf from 
fin , he Pw.ll be a veffel unto honour , Janftifled , and meet for 
the mafters ufe, and prepared unto every good work: ] Ver. 21. 
The Veffel that Swine are fed in, is not fo Honourable as that 
which is ufed at a Princes table. I f you would know what uie 
the Godly are employed in , read 1 Pet. 2. 5,9- V*?Wy 
ftones they are built up a spiritual heufe : they are a holt 
JPrieflhosd to effir up spiritual facrifices unto God, which Jha 11 
be acceptable by J ef us Chrift. They are a c ho fen generation, a 
royal Priefthood an holy Nation , a peculiar people that they 
fhould fhewferth the fraifes of him who hath called them cut of 
darknefs into his marvellous light: ] The holy Seriprurcs tell 
you the work of Saints: Compare them with the work of the 
drunkard, the glutton, the gamefter, the fornicator, or the co­
vetous or ambitious worldling, and let your reafon tell you which 
is the more Honourable, Pfalm34-9- C 0 f e a r t h s ^e 

Saints : for there is no want to them that fear him- ] Pia'.3 1 * 2 ^ • 
£0 Love the Lord nil ye his Saints: for the Lord preferveth the 
faithful. ] Pfaf. 89. 5,7. £ The heavens Jhatt praife thy wonierS 
O Lord: thy faithfulnefs alfo in the Congregation ef the Saints. 
God is greatly to be feared in the A§embly of the Saints : and t& 
be had in reverence of all them that are about him. ~\ Tkcfcare the 
employments of the Saints.. 

6. Moreover, the Godly have the moft Honourable entertain-* 
ment by the God of all the world. They are bid Welcome when 
others are rcjecled. The door i< opened to them that \sjbkt agaiftfff. 
the wicked. They are familiar with Jefus Chrift, as the children 
of the family, when others are ftrangers whom he will not know. 
Gant. 5. r. Matth. 25. 10. Matth. 7. 23. [_ I will profefs nnta 
them, I never knew you: depart from me ye workers of iniquity.] 
Ffalm 1. 6. [] Tor the Lord knoweth the Way of the Righteous: but 
*h* -»ay *f*he ungodly fhall peri/h.] The faithful are feaftedby 
njm, when the reft are examined with a [_ Friend, hew comeft 
thou t» hither, not having Cn a wedding varment I bind him hand 
*»dfo-ot and eafi him into outer darknefs,] Matth. 22. 12, I 3, 

Met^kdihs children that have the bread, and the reft are 
called 
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called the dogs •, of which fome are without, and ihofe-with in 
do feed but on the crums that fall from the childrens table 
Match. 15- -6 , 27. Revel. 22. 15. Hear the Lords invitation' 
and his promife • Ifa. 55. 2, 3. [ Hearken diligently unto me% 

and eat ye that which is good ; and let ysur foul delight it felf in 
fatnefs ; Eveline your ear, and come unto me, hear and your foul 
pjall live, and J will make an ever I a fling Covenant with you. ] 
Who is it that is admitted into the Tabernacle of the Lord, and 
•who frail dwell in his holy hill} He that Vvalketh uprightly and 
workjeth rightecufnefs, andfpeakjth the truth in his heart. * In 
whoje eyes a vile perfon is contemned, but he honoureth them that 
fear the Lord , Pfalm I 5. 1,2,4. The upright fhall dwell in 
the pre fence of the Lord. ] Pfalm 140. 13. [ God will fave 
Sion and tiJe yec^ py fa fervants fhall inherit it I 
and they that love his name frail dwell therein.^] Pfal.69. 35, 36. 
And Q Bleffedii the man whom thou choo[eft,0 Lord, andcaufefi 
to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy Courts: he Jhall 
be fatisfied with the goodnefs of thy Houfe , even of thy holy 
Temple. ] Pfal. 65. 4, Saith David [ Mine eyes frail be upon the 
faithful of the Landt that they may dwell "with me ' he that walkj 
ethin a perfect way,he frail ftrve me*~\ Yea, Chrift entertaineth 
faithful* fouls with a fpiritual feaft of his own flefr and blood. 
His flefr to them is meat indeedpnd his btmd is drinkjndeed, John 
6. 55. and he that eateth and drinketh t he fe, Jhall live for ever, 
,Vei fe 54,56/rhe returning Prodigal is met with joy, and quickly 
embraced in his Fathers arms j the fatted Calf is killed for him r 
a ring and new apparell is provided him and mufick muft ex-
ptefs the Joy for his recovery, Luke 15. O how welcome are 
converted finncrs to the God of mercy? And as they are wel­
come at their firfl return, fo are they in all their attendance on 
him, and addreffes to him, and ferviceof him, while they con­
tinue in his family. They have beldnefs now fo enter into the 
Hilieft, by the neV? and living way that is cenfecrated: and are 
invited to draw near with a true heart in full ajfurance of 
faith, Htb. 10. 19, 22. [JnChrifi we have boldnefs and accefs 
with confidence by the faith of him.~} Ephef. 3.12. And God hath 
made ta accepted in the beloved, to the praife of the glory of his 
grace, Ephef, 1.6. We are living facrifces,acceptable ttnto God, 
Rom. 12 .1 . And our fervices, though weak, are /'acrifices ac­
ceptable and mll-fleafng fo him, Phil, 4» 18. 2 Tim.2.3. & 5 • 4-
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when the prayers of the wicked are abhorred of the Lord; his people 
ferve him acceptably in reverence and godly fear, Heb. 12. 28. He 
anfwcreEh their prayers v and often ipeaketh peace unto them, 
and fignifieth his acceptance of them. I f they could bring him a 
houfe full of Gold and Silver , they would not be fo welcome to 
him as they are in bringing him their hearts, their humbled hearts, 
tneir broken, tender,melted hearts, that burn in Love to him, and 
fl.ameup towards him in defiresand in holy praife. \_ To this man 
will I look^, faith the Lord, even to him that is peer and of a contrite 
fptrit, and tremblethat my Word 2 If a. 66. 2. This is the Honour­
able entertainment of theSaints. 

7- And they are members of the moft Honourable Society in 
the world. The Church is the Kingdom of Jeftss Chrift, Luke 
1.33. Col. 1.13. TkeKingdomof God,Luke 17.21. & 18.17. 
The Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. 3.2. & 13.31,33, 44. I t is the 
School of Chrift, or his Vniverftty, in which Believers are his 
Schollars, learning to know him , and ferve him, and praife him 
forever, and trained up for everlafting l i fe , Alls 11.26.Luke 
6-13. Mat. 5. 1, 2, &c. In is the family or houfiold of God, Eph, 
2. 19. 1 Tim. 3. 15. Heb. 10 .21. 1 /V/. 4. 17. It is the Spoufe, 
yea the Body of Chrift, Eph. 5.25, So laved by him, that he gave 
himfclf for it, becoming the price of our Redemption , and 
thought not his life too dear a Ranfom,nor his blood too precious 
to c l e a n f e a n d f a v e u s , ^ . 5 . 25,26. Tit. 2. 14. The Church, 
which every godly man is a living member of, is a Society chofen 
out of the world, to be neareft unto God, and deareft to him, as 
the beloved of his foul j to receive the ehoiccftof his mercies, 
and be adorned with the rightcoufnefs of Chr i f t , aod to be em­
ployed in hisfpecial fervice, 1 ^ . 2 . 4 , 5 , 9 . John 1$. 19. Eph, 
* 4 - Pfalm 132.13. & I 3 5 . 4 - Eph.$. i. The Lord that Re­
deemed them is their King and Head , and dwelleth in the midft of 
them, and walketh among them , as the people of his fpecial pre­
sence and delight, Tfalm 2.6. & 8 9 . 18. & 149.2. cV 46. 5. 

f/alm 95. 2. The Church is a Heavenly Society , though the mi-
^an t part yet live on earth : For the God of Heaven is the So-
H e a c l 1 3 0 ^ e F a c h € r o f i c : T h e glonfied Redeemer is their 
L a w s r e v e , i e 5 p i n t , o f C h r i f t doth guide and animate them : His 
diem . H J . • , c o n f i r m ^ f r o m Heaven , dired and govern 

- * . neaven j S their end b and heavenly are their difpofitioos,, 
empioy-
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employments and conventions : There is their portion and 
treafure, Matth.6. 20, 21. and there is their very heart and hope. 
They are rtftn with Chrtft, and therefore fetk^ the things that are 
above : For their life is hid with Chrifl in God , Col. Z, 3,4. 
Their Root is there : and the noblelt part of the Society is there *: 
Tor the glorified Saints, and in iome fore the Angels , are of the 
lame Society with us • though they are in heaven and we on 
earth. T he whole family in Heaven and earth is named from one 
and the fame Head, Eph. 3.15 [ Heb. 12. 22, 23. 24, We are 
come unto AfountSion, and unto the City of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerufalem , and to an innumerable company of Angels , 
to the General Affembly and Church of the firfi born, which are 
written in Heaven, and to God the fudge of all, and to the spirits of 
jufi men made perfeEl, and to Jefut the Mediator of the New Covs-
nant , and to the blood of sprinkling , &c. j This is the Honour­
able Society of Saints : the eye, the pearl of the whole Crea­
tion. 

8. Moreover, the Godly have the moft Horourable Attendance. 
The creatures are all theirs : though not in point of Civil pro­
priety, yet as' means appointed and managed by God their Fa­
ther, for their beft advantage, The Angels of God are minifiring 
fiirits for them: not as our fervants, but as Gods fervants for our 
good. As Miniflers in the Church are not the fervants of wen, but 
the fervants of God for wen: And fo whether Paul, or Apollo,or 
Cephas,cr the World, or life, or death, or things prefent or to come 3 

all are ours. ~] 1 Cor. 3. zz. The Shepherds fervant is not the 
fervantof the fin'ep , but for the fheep. And fo the Angels difdain 
not to ferve God, in the guarding of the weakelr Saints. As I 
formerly (hewed from Heb. i . 14. & Pfalm 91. 11, 12. •& 34 7. 
£ The Angel of the Lordencampeth roundabout them that fear him,, 
and delivereth thtm. For hegiveth his Angels charge ever us, to 
kfep us in all our wajes : they fhall bear us up in their hands, left wc 
dafh our foot againfl a flone. J Sua and Moon , and all the crea­
tures, are daily employed in our attendance. O how wonderful 
is the Love of God to his unworthy fervants, in their advance­
ment / Remember i t , when thou art fcorning at the fervants of 
the Lord, or fpeaking againft them, that thole poor, thofeweak 
defpifed Chriitians, that thou art vilifying, have their Angels be­
holding the face of God their gather in the Heavens : Take heed 
therefore that yon defcife not the leaft of thefe. I t is the warning of 
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Chrif t , Matth. 18. i o . The fame bleffed fpirits that attend the 
Lord , and fee his face in bhfsful Glory, do"attend and guard the 
meaneft of the godly here on earth. As the fame fervants ufe to. 
wait upon the Father and the children, in the fame family, or the 
bigger children to help the lefs. 

o. And it is the Honour of the Godly, that they that are them-
felves moft Hon our die, do Honour them. To be magnified by a 
fool,or wicked flatterer, is fmall Honour : but to be magnified 
by the beft and Wifeft men , this is true Honour. We fay that 
Honour is in him that givethi t , and not in him that receiveth. 
But it is God himfelf that Honoureth his Saintstlt is he that fpeak-
cth all thefe great and wonderous things of them which I have 
hitherto recited. Search the Texts which I have alledged,and_try 
whether it be not he. And furely to have the God ot Heaven to 
applaud a man, and put Honour upon him, and fo great Honour, 
is more then i f all the world had done it. Yet we may add, ( i f 
any thing could be confiderable that is added unto the appro­
bation of God ) that all his fervanrs, the wifeft, and thebeft,evcn 
bis holy Angels, are of the fame mind, and honour the godly in 
conformity to their Lord. _ 

And here Chriftian, I require thee from the Lord, to confider 
the greatnefs of thy f in and folly, when thou art too defirou's of 
the appiaufeof men, efpeciaiiy of the blind ungodly world ; an$i 
when thou rmkeft a great, matter of their contempt or fcorn, or 
o f their flanderous cenfurcs. What / is the approbation of the 
eternal God fo fmall a matter in thy eyes , that the fcom of a 
fool can weigh it down , or move the ballance with thee ? I f a 
feather were put into the fcalcs againft a mountain, or the whole 
earth , i t fhould weigh as much as the efteemOr dif-efteem of 
men, their,honouring thee, or difhonouring thee, fhould weigh 
againft the efteem of God, and the honour or difhonour that he 
puts upon thee, ( as to any regard of the thing it felf though 
as it refle&eth on God, thou maift regard it. ) He is the wife man 
that God calls wife : and he is the fool that God tails foo l : ( and 
that is every one that layeth up riches for himfelf, and k m ffch 
towards God, Luke 12. 20 ,21 . ) He is ihe Happy fcarftfiat 
God callsH appy . and he is a miferafelc man that <3fod counts 
imterable - a n t i w h 0 c i 1 G f c y O U m a y f ? c i n f f o f o j . a n d many 
Scriptures before-cited. Hear the words < and you that are Be-
?ievers,lay up the biefled promifc ) of Chrift himfclf, ftb» 12.26. 
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C V ayl7 m m fa™ me-> hit* will my Father Honour. ] And who 
cares then for the difhonoers of ail the wicked o f the world? 
Our tryed faith as precioufer then Gold, will be found unto praife, 
mdhonourhi and glory, at the appearingoffefusChrifi.'J I Pet.i.y. 
See 2 Tim. 2 . 21 . vVe muft learn therefore to imitate our Lord , 
fohn 5. 4,1. and not to receive our Honour from men [ and not to 
imitate the wieked, verf. 44. that receive Honour one of another , 
andfeek^ not the Honour that comcth from Gcd.There is enough for 
us in Gods approbation. And yet all hisTervants do imitate their 
Lord • and his Judgement is their judgement-, and whom he 
honoureth, them do they honour Angels, and Saints, and all 
that enter into the Tabernacle of the Lord , do contemn the vile, 
and honour them that fear the Lord, Pfalm 15.4. And though no 
mans Judgement or Praife be valuable in comparifon of the 
Lords- -, yet the Honour and Praife that is given by the wife and 
Godly, is more then a thoufand times as much from ignorant un­
godly men. I f the Athenian Orator regarded the cenfurc of So­
crates more then of all the reft of his auditors, we have eaufe to 
judge heElogies of experienced holy men a greater honour then 
of thoufands of the wicked^ greater then all their contempt or 
fcorn is able to weigh down. The applaufe of the wicked is one­
times a dilhonour in wife mens eyes. Was it not Balaams chiefeR. 
honour to hear from Bab.h^, [I thought to promote thee to great 
Honours, hut the Lord hath kept thee bath^from Honour. 3 Numk. 
24. 1 r. The Honour that God ksepeth a manfrom, is no Honourc 
but it is an Honour to be kept from fuch Honour by the Lord : 
Innocent poverty is incomparably more Honourable then Riches 
byiniquity,whichisthegreateft(harne. 

10. Lailly it is unfpetikable evtrlafting Fhnour that holmefs doth 
tend unto, and which holy men fhall enjoy with God. The very Re­
lation of a Godly man to his everlalting Glory , is an Honour 
ten thoufand times furpaffing the Honour of all the Kingdoms 
of the world. I f you did but know that one of your poor neigh­
bours fhoutt certainly be a King,would you not prefently honour 
him, even in his rags ? You may know that the Saints fhall raign 
with Chrift, as fare as if an Angel from heaven had told you fo , 
and more and thercfore'how fhould a Saint be honoured ? I f 
God had but legibly marked out feme among you ' o r falvation, 
and written in their fore-heads \ This man fhall be faved^ 
**ould notallthe.Par.ifti reverence that man ? Why a Heavenly 

mindj 
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jnind, and the Love of God,and felf-denyal, and holy obedience, 
PIC Heaven-marks infallible, as true as the Gofpel, and written 
by the fame hand as the Gofpel was, I mean by the Spirit of God 
himfelf : I f a voice from Heaven fhouldfpeak now of any per-
fon in the Congregation, and fay, [ This man fhailraign In Hea­
ven for ever J would it not be an Honour above all your worldly 
Honours } Why Holinefs is Gods Image, and the Spirit is the 
earneft of our inheritance, and beareth witnels with our fpirits, 
that we are the ions of God, and we have the promife, and feals, 
and oath of God for oar confirmed certainty • yea and the 
Knowledge of God in Chrift is the beginning of eternal life , 
John 17.3. and what would we have more ? The prefence of 
Chnft m a Jittle of his Glory upon the Mount, traniported the 
three Difciples ; And the giympfe of the Glory of God which 
Mofeshw, did make his face fhine that the Ifraelites could not 
behold i t . The approaches of the Saints to God in holy Worfhip 
here on earth, are exceeding Honourable, becaufe they partici­
pate of heaven, and it is upward that they look; 1 Chren.16.27* 
I Ghry and Honour are in his prefence : frength andgUdnefs are in 
h^p/ace.Jlhe foul that is beholding God by faith,and converting 
with the Heavenly inhabitants, is quite above all earthly things : 
and as Angels are more honourable then men , and Heaven then 
Earth, fo are Believers that converfe in Heaven with Angels, yea 
with Chrifl himfclf by fa i th , more honourable then terreftrial 
carnal men. 

But the great Honour is behind ^ yet near at hand when the 
promifed Crown is fet upon their heads .• O mark the Honour 
that is promifed them by the Lord of truth. The foul it felf be­
fore the Refurre&ionof the body, (hall be with Cbrift, Phil. 1.23. 
^nprefent with the Lsrd, 2 Cor. 5. 1.8. John 12. 26. [ If any 
manferve me , let him follow me , and where 1 am, there fhaR alfo 
w j fcrvantbe.-] And at the Rcfurrecton Chrift that hath loved 
the Church and gave himfelf for it, that he might fwclifie and 
clesnleit will prefent it to him ft If a gloriom Church , not 
n*^g jf ot or wrinkle, or any fuch thin^ but that it fbould be holy 
evernJ\ T ^ ' E p h < 5 > 2 * ' 2 6 ' c h e ? n o t b c Honourable 
rence o f r h C y C S ° ' t h e u n S 0 % world, when thev hear the fen-
Kin?dom*L°Ti^ [ComeJ>e^ffed of wy Father, inherit the 
2% ZA J r e ? a r e d f o r J o u fro™ the foundation of the world', Mat. 

-* a n < J v e r f - 23. [ Enter thou inn the Joy 0f thy lord: ] 
C When 
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£WbenChr i f t fhall come to he Glorified in his Saints, and admire si 
in aU them that believe ] 2 Thef. 1. 10. Mark here -9 thacic is 
one end of the COOling of Cbrift, to be Glorified and admired in 
his Saints. [ Behold the Lord cometh with ten thoufands of hU 
Saints, to execute judgement upon all, and to convince all that are 
ungodly among them of AH their ungodly deeds which they have 
ungodly committed, and of all their hard fpeeches which ungodly 
finners have fpokf* againft him~\ Jad. 14. 15. Our hearts fhalt 
be eftablifred unblameable in holinefs before God even our fa­
ther at the coming of the Lordfefus Chrifl with all his Saints j 
1 Thef. 3.12, 13. we (hall then praife him {that hath loved us 
and wafredus from our fins in his own blood, and made us Ktngs 
andPriefis toGod,"] Rev. 1.5,6. He that overcomsth frail be 
cloathed with white rayment, and conftffedby Chrifi before the Fa­
ther and the Angels of heaven, Rev. 3. 5. Yea&<r frail be a Tillar 
in the Temple of God, and go out no more : and Chrifl will 
•write on him the Name of God, and the name of the City of God, 
New Hierufalem, which ctmeth down out of Heaven from God, 
and1 his own name, verf. i x . Yea he mil grant to him to fit with 
him in his throne, as he himfelf hath overcome and is fet down with 
the Father in his Throne : verf. 21. And he will honour his 
Saints to be Judges of Angels, and of the world, 1 Cor, 6.2, 3. 
And they that overcome and keep his Coords unto the end, to them 
will he givt poster over the nations, and they frail rule with A 
rod of iron, and break^them to fritters as the vsjfcls of a potter ; 
even as Chrift received of his Father; and he will give them the 
morning fiar, Rev. 2. 26,27. He that hath an ear to hear, let 
him hear the Glorious things that are promifed to the Saints. 
The high praife s of God frail be in their mouths, and the two-edged 
fword in their hands to execute on the wicked the judgement 
Written, fuch Honour have all his Saints, Pfal. I49- 6 * 9- Then 
fhali we heir the Praifes of the Heavenly fociety faying \JVe 
give thee thanks O Lord God Almighty which art and waft, 
and art to come, becaufe thou haft taken to thee thy great power 
and haft reigned, and the Nations were angry , and thy wrath 
is come, and the time of the dead that they frould be judged , 
and that thou fbouldft give regard unto thy fervants the Pro­
phets and to the Saints and them that fear thy name, fmall 
and great, and fronldft deftroy them that dwell on the earthy 
L then frdlthe righteous fhine forth as the fun in the Kingdom of 

L 1 thiir 
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ikeirFdtber: Who hathearsto hearjet him hear,Wtth.l3A3j 
Yea [thejfhall he equal to the Angels of God^ Luk .2a 3<M 
This is the Inheritance of the Saints in Light of which Uoa is 
now making us Meet to be partakers, Col. 1.12. It [ all that J ate 
in the Council againft him, faw Stevens face as tt had been the face 
of an Angel) A f t . 6. 15. what (hall be the glory of the Sam" 
when themfelves (ball fee the face of God, and his name fliall be 
written in their foreheads, i t o . 22.4. when the .ungodly 
world (hall know, that Holinefs' was the mo ft Honourable 
State ? 

But perhaps fome will fay, that [this language will m*kj **m 

proud : To tell men that they are the moft Hentnrablc perfens t» 
the world, is the way to make them the Proftdeftperfons. ] 

To which I give you a manifold anfwer that your Obje­
ction may not have the leaft pretence that i t is unfatif-
ficd. 

1. Worldly Honours are of a more f welling nature then Hea­
venly Honours : and yet i t would fcarcely be taken well, i f this 
eonciufion (hould pafs for currant, that the mop Honourable are 
the moft Proud. For then it would follow that none are fo vile, 
fo like the Devil, fo unlike God: and fo the Princes and nobles 
of the earth would become the moft defpleable perfons in the 
world, and their very Honour i t felf would be their difhmour, 
and iono Honour. And i f worldly Honours wil l not warrant 
you to eoncludethe perfons to be moft Proud, much lefs will the 
Heavenly Honour. 

There is the more Need and the lefsi Fear 0? the Honour 
of the Gadly, beeaufe i t is the blejfing of an Humbled fouL 
God cafts them down before he lifts them up : i t is only 
the Humble that he exalteth. They feel their fin and mifery 
before they know their Honour. A Broken heart hath need of 
healing, and a fainting four is fitteft for a Cordial. You need 
Kiot fear when you refrefh the fie^ "left it fhould. make them 
wanton as it may do the found. A comfortable word to one 
that is lamenting over the dead, and weeping at a grave, is not 
Jo hkely$b t h c r a a s t o o t | , c r s j n p r o f p e r i t y . A 
drooping and difcouraged foul, is hardly raifed high enough, 
ana Kept from finking; They have had the fentence paft upon 

, them, 
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them, and have had the rope as it were about their neck : they 
have been at the very gates of Hell : they have feen by faith 
what work, what woes there are for fin in the life to come 
and therefore thefe fouls have need to hear of their Felt-' 
city. 

3. Moreover, they have a great deal of work to do and the^r 
flrength and courage is top fmall and the work is fuch as 
flcfti and blood cannot away with< much lefs afford them fufficienc 
ftrengch for.Such labourers muft have encouraging ftrengthening 
food. Their workjs fuch as will keep them under. God doth noc 
keep his fervants idle : and therefore.they are in the lefs danger of 
waxing Proud and wanton, Ifa. 35 .2 ,3 , 4- C r % J**M / « 
the gloryof7 the Lord, and the excellency of our God.~\ Arid why is 
this foretold them? [ strengthen y e e the weak hands, and confirm 
the feeble knees : fay to them that are of a fearful heart, Beftreng, 

fear not >, beholdyour God will come with vengeance, even God with 
a recommence ; he will come and fave you'j Heb. 12. i ^ , 13 
Wherefore;lift upthe hands which hang down, and the feeble knees 
and maks fir ait paths for your feet, left that Which is lame, be 
turned outof.the way, but let it rather be healed} we are com­
manded 1 Thtf.%. 14, as to warn them that are unruly,fo to 
comfort the feeble-minded, an&fufport the weak. 

4- Moreftvc^the qodly have the greater .need of fuch en­
couragement^ becaufe they have much fujfering to undergo. 
They have all your hatred and feorns to fuffer, and all the adver-
fities of the world, with which their Father fhall pleafe to cxer-
cifethem. Andhetha-. layeth the burden on them, will give 
themftrength by ftrer ^tbening means, Gods net hath corks 
as well as leads. I f birds had not feathers as well as flefh, they 
would be unable to fly. As Chrift himfelf was encouraged to 
endure the contradibli'on of finners, and to bear the crofs, and 
defpife the Jhame, by looking at the joy that was fet before him, 
and fe fQr t fo f H j f e r i n g Qt death ^ M crooned with Glory and 
honour ] Hcb. 12.2,3. & 2. 9. fo will be have his people tread 
i n h i s f t e p s ^ a r i d ^ ^ ^ y ^ m& fdlow 'him, and deny them-
felves and all the world ; yet fo-'as to look^at therecompence^of 
reward, and fee\ for glory, hsneur, and immortality, and by 
thefe to be animated to the work and patience of the Saints, as 
cxpeding to be Glorified with him, when they have fuffered with 

Mattk. 16, 24. & i o . 38. Heb. 11. 26. Rom. 2. 7. 
L I 2 .& 
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17* 18. As the Angelfaid to Elijth, 1 King. 19. 7. Arife 

«nd eate,becaufe the journey u too great for thee~\ io God encou~ 
ragetrfhis fervants by Ins Honours and rewards, becaufe the 
journey, the labour, the fuffering is too great, without fuch en­
couragement to be cheerfully undergone: And in theftrength 
of thefe confolations,tbey bear the crofs. 

5, The objection is moft againft the Lord. I f it bean errour 
to Honour and extol the Godly, as tending to make them Proud, 
it is God himfelf that is the owner of it. The words that I 
have recited to you are his own words; Do we devife thefe 
fayings ? Gr do we not fhew them you in the Scripture ? And 
dare you charge God with crrour, or encouraging Pride? Do 
you think he knew not what he faid, when he fpake fuch Ho­
nourable things of his fervants. Did he need you to have 
taught him to have endited his word, and to have warned him 
that he make not his fcrvnnts proud ! As i f he hated not pride 
as much as you / 

6. Yea God will do more then this for his fervants, he will ad-
£ * n c e them to Salvation, and yet he wilt not make them frond. 
There is no Pride in Heaven, though there be the greateft Glory; 
The Angels arc moft glorious, and yet Itaft proud. I f you would 
not wifh God to keepmenout of Heaven left i t make them proud, 
you fhould not grudge at his Honouring them on earth, withthe 
mention of their Heavenly tidesj upon that account. 

7-, The Exaltation of the Saints is a fpiritnal exsltationl 
which 1 S not fo apt to make men Proud, as carnal exaltation is. 
Chartty puffeth not up, as aery knowledge doth. I t is felfi&nefj 
n " J } e 0 f P r i d e » ( w h i c h confifteth in exceffive felf-

ejteem, and defire of an exceffive efteem with others, and to be 
?*,§?Hd b y t h c m ) A n d nothing but Grace can fubdue this 
Stlpjbncfs, and therefore nothing elie can deftroy Pride. 

8. Moreover the Honour of the Saints, is the lefs like to 

2 1 / m P / 0 U d ' ^ T * H u r l i t > " t*rt °f **> Grace that is 
xihTr V ^ Toke P r ^ i n d Holy,is to be M and m g , 
t r Z i ^ £ k / n d D 4 r k - : t h ^ a r c P^in contraries. No man is 
Ihould • ,WM" o f Boli™h : and therefore that Holinefs 
Health S n ' ^ r n a k c m c n P r o u d « impofSble, any more then 
JMt AnT?\™n fi*k> o r *>*r\ntf* can be caufed by 
^ i J ^ ^ i ^ ^ P">»<* * f t e Bolinefs. thnh Wciu mcafure as he. is nnholy. Holinefs doth ever mmifc 
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Pride,and contain Humility and felf-denyal, as an efTential part * 
All Chrifts Difciples learn of him in their meafure to be meek 
and lowly. 

9. Let experience tell you whether i t be not fome worldly 
Honour or parts and gifts, that are the much commoner object 
of Pride then Holinejs. I have oft heard talk of mens being 
proud of their Humility and Holinefs: but the Temptations of 
my own foul, have comparatively layn but little that way ; nor 
havel obferved it the common cafe of others, in any propor­
tion with other kinds of Pride. Riches and Honours, and Beau­
ty and Dignity, I fee people ordinarily proud of. And I fee 
many Proud of Counterfeit Graces, that have none that is Jincere 
( as far as may be perceived by others ) to be proud of. And I 
fee many Proud of their Learning, and Knowledge and nimble' 
tongues, a hundred fold more then ever I found true Chriftians 
Preudof the Love of God, and a Heavenly mind. Alas we have 
much a doe for the naoft part, to difcern that we have any of this 
at a l l , and to find fo much of it inourfelves as is necelfary to 
our fupport and thankfulnefs. 

1 o. Laftly confider, what abundance of Means the Lord hath 
adjoynedas Antidotes with his fervants Honours to keep them 
from being puffed up with Pride ; and then tell me whether you 
dare charge God with errour or want of wifdom in this 
thing. ,/ : 

I . The nature and life of Holinefs confiflcth in the fouls re* 
tiring home to C7< ,̂and adhering to him, and walking as before 
him. And there is not a more powerful means in the world, to 
keep Humble the foul, then the Knowledge of God. O when a 
poor finner hath but any lively apprehenlions of the Greatnefs, 
and Gloryof the Lord, it amazeth him, and levelieth him with 
the duft, and abafcth him in his own eftecm, andmaketh him fay 
with Job 40.4, 5. C Behold J am vile, what fhall IanfWer thee ? 
1 will lay my hand upon my mouth"} & 4 , 5 A [lhave heard of thee > 
by the hearing of the ear,but now wine eyefeeth thee-, wherefore I ab­
hor my felf and repent in dufi and ajhes) One glympfe ofGod were 
enough to humble any foul that truly knoweth him. A Godly man 
hath ftill to do with that Majefty that continually aweth him. His 
heart is with him : His thoughts are on him his workjs with him. 
I t is his word that he readeth,and heareth and difcourfeth of,and 
therefore as his word, with reverence and Godly fear, as know-

L i 3 ing 
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ing chat our God is a confut ing fire, Heb. 12. 28,29 • .It i * God 
that he prayeth to , that be mcditateth on, and he praifeth, and 
bath f t i i l to do with. And therefore no wonder i f he walk hum­
bly with fo holy and great a God. 

2. The fin and mifery that once they were in, while they knew 
not God, wil l do much to keep humble a gracious f o u l , as long as 
they live. Though God fo forget our fins as to forgive them, yet 
we can fcarce forgive our felvei , or at leaft can never forget 
them. T h o u g h t fee no fin in his fervants, as heTeeth it in the 
world, nor fo as to hate and condemn them for it ; yet thy fee 
that once they were as bad as the world , and were children o j 
wrath as well as others They condemn themfelves when God 
doth juftifie them and fet their fins before their faces , which 
God doth caft behind his back. O thofe dark, thofe ungrateful, 
and thofe perilous dayes, will never he forgotten by the renewed 
foul. The thoughts of them fhall ever keep us humble. When we 
look on the wicked miferableworld , to think that fueh were ma­
ny of us, though mercy have wafhed, and fancMed , and juUt-
fied us. 

3. Moreover, God hath fo contrived the way of their lalva-
tion, that they fhall have all by a Redeemr, and by freeft Grace, 
and none fhall be/unified by the works of the Law, nor by any 
merit of his own ; but Boafiing is excluded by. the LAW cf faith, 
Rom. 3.19, 27, 28. and wefhall have nothing but what we receive 
befides and contrary to our defert. 

4. And alas too much corruption itill remaineth in us: We have 
flt/hthat fighteth againft the fpirit , Row.. 7- 24. 07*/. $-^7- We 
know but in part, and Love God but in part, and ferve .hurl with \ 
fuch conftant weaknefs, that thefe things are ufdaliy Inch hum- : 

bling matters to a gracious f o u l , that were it not for the Com­
forter, they would be unable to look up. Q to feel how dark we 
are / how far from God .' how ftrangc to heaven / how little 
we believe, and know, and love .' thefe are -humbling thoughts 
indeed to a foul that is acquainted with it fell. N o poverty, beg-
£ « 7 , o r the repreach in the world, would be.fo humblingto them. 
T o find fuch remnants of that odious f in , that coft them dear, 
and had eofl them dearer, i f it had not coft their Lord fo dear,chis 
is conftant matter of humiliation. 

5. And too often do their corruptions get advantage o f 
them , and produce fome actual fin, of thought, wor d or deed ; 
a - i d this alfo inuft be grievous to them. 6\ The 
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6. The very Bodily infirmities of Believers, are a conftant 

help to keep them humble. . They have all this trcafurebmin 
earthen vcffels, 2 Cor. 4. 7. Their fouls are here fo poorly lodged 
in corruptible Tabernacles of earth, and fo meanly cloathed 
with f r a i l , difeafed, morsal flcfti, that k is madnefs to be 
proud. 

7. And the many and great affliilions of the godly, are medicines 
that arepurpofely given them by their phyficion to cure Pride, 
and keep them humble. Why eife mud their fuffcrings be fo ma­
ny ? and why muft they daily bear the Crofs >. but that they may 
be conformed to the image of Chrift. 

8. And to the fame end it is that God doch letloofe upon them 
fo many enemies. AllSatans temptations , and the worlds allure­
ments and vexations, and all their difappoincments here and all 
the fcorns and mocks of theungodly, and the cenfures and (lan­
ders of wicked tongues, and often bitter perfcfcutions, what are 
they but the bitter medicines of God ( permitted and ordered 
by him , though caufed by the Devil ami wicked men) tofavc 
the fervants of the Lord, from the Tin and danger of being lifted 
ap ? Do you fay that their Honour will make them proud ? Why 
you that thus oppofe them and defpife them, are curing them o f 
their prideand do not know it : as Scullions fcoure the ruft off 
the veffels for their Mafters ufe • and as Leeches draw out the 
bloodthatcaufeththedifeafe vand as the- Jews by their fin pro­
moted the Redemption of the world by the death of Chrift, 
When God feech his fervants in danger of being lifted up above 
meafure, he ok fendeth a meflenger of Satan ( who may bean 
Executioner of Gods chaftifements) to buffet them, ( 2 Cor. 
12.7. ) Sometimes by (landers, fometime by reproaches , ibme-
tirae by imprifonments or greater fufferings, and fomecimes by 
horrid troublefom temptations. 

9. The very forefight of death it [elf is a humbling means : and 
ihelaft enemy Death, is yet unconquered, and our Bodies muft 
corrupt in dull and darknefs, and be kept in the grave as common 
earth, till the Refurre&ion, that the foul may not grow proud that 
hath fuch a body. 

H . And the Ddy of judgement is fo defcribed to us in the 
Scripture, as tends to keep the foul in awe and in Humility. To 
ihink of fuch a day ,and fuch a reckoning 7 before fuck a God, me 
thinks fhould humble us„ 

11 r And 


