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then others. Tt is the honourable Title of the Sos himfelf, that

“he [ is the Brightnefs of his Fathers glory, and the exprefsimage of
his perfon ) This is above the honour of any, or of al] the Saints,
But to have the Image of God in Wifdom, and Holinefs , asall
have that are fan& fied, is a wonderful dignity to be given to a
ereature and fo lowand unworthy creatures as we arc. His com-
mands teil us what are the qualifications of his people, [ As ke
which hathcalled yow i Holy, [0 be ye Holy, in all manner of con~
wverfation : Foritis written, Beye Holy, for I am Holy. ] 1 Per.
1. 15, 16. And how higha command, and ftrait a Ruleis that,
given us by Chrift, Matth, 5.48. [ Be ye therefore perfeét, even.
a5 your Father whichisin Heaven is perfeltl ] Well may it be cal-
led an exceeding Righteonfnefs , furpaffing the Scribes and Phari-
fees, which ail have that enter into the Heavenly Kingdom,
Aatth. §.20. Thereis nothing under Heaven, that is known to
man {0 /ike ro God, asa Holy fonl. Remember this the next time
you reproach fach. Allyou that are the Serpents feed, remember
when' you fpit your vesome againft Holine/s, that it is the Zmage.
of ‘God'that your enmity is exercifed againft. O what a ftrange
conjun&ion of malignity and hypocrifie appeareth in the enemies.
of Godamong us !/ A pifture of Chrift thatis drawn bya Painter,
OF & forbidden Image of God thatiscarved by an Image-maker in
frone, that hath nothing but the mame of an Image of God , thefe
they will reverence, and honour, ( though God hath forbidden
them to make fuch Imagesof him ) The Papifts will pray before
them, and the prophane among us are zealous for them : when,
in the mean time they hate the uebleft Images of God on earth.
Forbidden Images of God have been defended , by feeking the
blood of bis trueft Images. Doyouindeed Love and Honour the.
Tmiageof God ? Why then do you hae them, and feek to defiroy
them ? And why do yon make them the feorn of your conti-
nual malice ? Canyou blow hotand cold ? Can you both Lowe
and Hate’, both Hononr and ,S'.G‘orﬂ, th_e ]mage of Gad ? Search
‘bec?ripmre, and fee whether it be not the fan&ified, heavenly,
diligent fervants of the Lord that are the Homowrable Image

. wﬁ;h" owneth , and magnifieth , and gloryeth in before the-
;:g 0 If this be not truc, then go on inyour hatred of them
Im&léf are'“‘;"-. Thefe are not Images of flome,but of Spirsr :n0L
Bimf I;.-ma ebya Carver or a Painter,, but by the Holy-Ghoft

g el Not banged upon a wall for men tolook on, but living

Images,
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Jmages, attuated from Heaven, by fpiritual influence from
Chrift their head, and fhining forth in exemplary lives to the

honour of their Father whom they refemble, Marrh. 5. 16. Itis

notinan outward fhape, but in [piritnal wifdom, and Love, and
Holinefs of heart and life, that they refemble their Creatour,
Whether you will believe it nowor not; be fure of it, you ma-
lignant enemies of Holinefs, that God would fhortly make you
know it, that you chofe out the moft cxcellent Image of your
maker under Heaven, te pour out your hatred and contempt
againft. Andinasmuchas youdidic to his noblef Image, you
did it unto him, : :

7. 1f all this be not enough to thew you the Honosrable Na-
tare of Halinefs, 1will fpeak the higheft word that can be fpo-
ken of any ereated nature under heaven,and yet no more then
God hath fpoken ; evenin 2 Pe.1.4. where it is exprefly faid,
that the Godly ave [partakers of the Divine Natnre.] I know
that it is notthe Effence of God thatis here called the Diwine N asure
that we partake of : we abhor the thonghts of fuch blafphemous
arrogancy,asif that grace did make men Gods. But its called the

Divine narure,in thatitis caufed by the Spiriz of God,and Aoweth

from him, as the Light or funthine floweth from the fun. You ufe
to fay, the [un 45 in the houfe, when it fineth in the houfe,
though the fun it felf be in‘the irmament : fo the Scripture

faith that God dwelleth in us, and Chrift and the fpiric dwelleth

in us, when the Heavenly Light and Love and Life, which
fireameth from him dwelleth in 215 ; 'and thisiscalled the Divine
Nature. Think of this,and tell me whether higher and more
Honourable things. can eafily: be fpoken of the fons of men,

3 Joh.4.16. [ God is Love; and be thar dwelleth in- Love dwei

deth in God,andGod in him.”} O wonderful advancement ! high

exprefions of a creatures dignity /- Blefled be that Eternal Love

that is thus communicative, and hath fo enobled our unworthy
fouls + withwhat alacrity and delight fhould we exalt his name
by daily praifes thatthus exaltethus by his unfpeakable mercie?
Plal.75.10.& 89. 16, 17. [ Bleffed 4 the peple thar kuow. the
#9yful found : they fhall walk O Lord in the hight of thy- conn-

tenance : In thy name foall they rejoyce all the day = and in thy-

wighteonfne(s fhall they be exalred : For thos art the glory of enr
Brength 3 and in thy favour onr horz foall be exalted : For the

*

Lord i our defence, and the boly one of 1fxacl i onr King. '
e : Ii 3. Pfal. .
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Plal. 148. 13, 14. [ Let them praife the name of the Lord ¢ for
his Name alone 45 excellent : his Glory is above the Earth and
Heavens : He alfoexalserh the horn of his people ; the Praife of
all hés Saines.”] He hath firf exalted our bleffed Head, even
bighly exalted bim by his own right hand, and given him a nawe
above everyname, A&.2.33.8& 5. 31. phil. 2. 9. and wich him
he hath wonderfully exalted all his fan&ified ones, Heb.2.10.11.
For it became him' for whom are all things, and by whom are all
things, inbringing many fons to Glory, to make the captain of their
falvation perfect throngh (ufferings: For both he that [anttifieth
‘”dt’l)t:] that are [anitified, are all of One : for which canfe be
75 6t afhamedto call them Brethren ] 1 Cor.12.12. [ For as the
Body is One, and hath many members, and all the members of thar
ene body, being many areone body : fo alfo is Chrift.] What greac-
er-honour can man on earth be advanced to 2 And the Honour
of the juftis communicative tothe focieties of which they are
members. The Churchesarecalled Ho/y for their fakes- [ Prov,
X1.11. Bythebleffing of the npright the City i exalted : but it
# sverthrown by the month of the wicked] Prov.14.34. [ Righ-
teoufnefs exalteth a nation : but fin #s w reproachto any people

Let therefore both the perfons and Congregations of the Saints

continually exalt the name of God : [ O Blefs the Lord for evet®

andever, andbleffedbe his glorions name, which is exaited above
all bl:ing and praife.’} Neb.o.§. [ The Lord liveth : and bleffed
be our Rock : and exalted be the God of onr Rock of enr falvati-
0.} 2 Sam. 22. 47. [Plal. 30.1. I will extoll thee O Lerd,
Jor thon baft lifted me np. | Pfal.27.6. [ And now Soall my
bead be lifted np above mine enemics vound. abowt me : thercfore
will 1 offer in bis tabernacle [asrifices of joy 5 I will. fing,
Jea I will [ing praifes wnto the Lrrd. ] Pfal. 28.8,9. L The
Lord is their frength, the (aving [brength of his annointed : He
Wil fave his people, and blefs bis inberisance, and feed them alfo,
and lift them np for ever.) Plal. 147.6. The Lord lifteth np
the meck, and cafteth the wicked down to the grownd. ] Thus

* fhallit be done to them whom God doth delight toHonour, e

Will Deliver them and Homowr thew ? Plal.91. 15, _
S E';Aﬂhd as the fandified have the moff Honorable difpofirions,

feh vethey che highelt and moff Honorable Defigns. The End
ofcheir livesisincomparably above other mens.  The reft of the

then
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then Hell, when they can live no longer ) do indeed drive on no
greater trade, then providing for the fle/t, and feathering them
a neft whichwill quickly be pulled down : and ‘like the fpider,
fpinning themfelves a web, which death will thortly fweep away,
But the Defign and daily bufinefs of the Godly is for everlafling

" Glory. Hcb. 11.30. They lock for a City that hath foundations, -

whofe builder and-maker is God. ) verf 13,14, 15, 16. They
confe(s themfelves firangers and pilgrims on earth, thereky decla-
ving that they feck a (omntrey. eAnd truly if they were mind-
frlof that ( deceitful world ) which they came out of ( and have
forfaken ) they may have opportuwities (and too many  invi-
tations ) to retarntost : But mow they defire abetrer Countrey,

that is,an Heavenly : Whercfore God is not afbamed to be called

Their God : for he.bath prepared for them aCity ] This Noble
Endennoblech boththe perfonsaud converfations of believers.
. To Rule a Kingdom isa Nobler defign then to play with children
for pins.or points.. But to-feck the Everlafling Kingdom is far
above all the higheft defigns that are terminated upon earth. If
Everlafting Glory with Godin Heaven, be a nobler flate then
aworldly life, then muft the feekingit be a nobler defign.  PawZ
thewe:h you the difference very patheti¢ally, Phil. 3.18,19,20.
#hEor manywalk ( of whom 1told you often, andnow scll yos weep-
ing ) thatthey are the cnemies of the Crofs of (brift Whofe end
25 deStruction, whofe God sstheir belly, and whofe glory is in thar
Joame, who mind earthly things: Bntour Converfation is in Hea=
ver ] thatis, we live as Citizens of the heavenly Jerufalem, and
not as thofe thatare here athome. - Itis Heaven that fan&ified
perfons mind ; that they ftudy and care for, and labour and live -
forinthe world. . And theretore, thoughin their Nazaval capa-
city, they are butas other men, yet in their Moral and Relative -
capacity, Ithink I may fay without Hyperbole, that they are -
much more advanced above the dignity of the great unfanctified
Princes upon earth, then Reafon, and learning, and manly de-
figns advance a man above a beaft. . Itisthe Noblenefs and bafes
nefs of the end that doth hewosr or wbafe the agent: and there -
fore none are truly Honourable but thofe that feek the fpiritual; .
the high, eternal Honour. } » :
5. The Employment : as -well as the Defigns of the Godly, -
do prove them to be the molt Homonrable. ~Both the End and
Marrer do fhew the ¢xecllency of their Werk.. As the End
i e ' 35 et " Honoureth
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Heonouretl the perfon, fo dothit Honour all the works that are
Means thereto. “The fielt thoughts of a Godly man when he
awaketh, and the laft when he lyeth down (if he obferve bis
Rule ) are ufually for Heaven. When you are convg;ﬁng
with worldly men, about thefe common worldly things ,
they are in prayer or holy meditation converfing with God,
about the macters of his fervice and their falvation.” Their
hearts are toward him ¢ their thoughts are on bim : They
are devoted to him : Their daily bufinefs is to ferve him. [#7hex
1 awake ( faith David, Plal. 139.28. ) I am ik with thee.]
Plal.16.7.8. [ 1 will blefs the Lordwho hath given me counfel : w3
reins alfo inffruct me inthe night feafoms. I have fet the Lovdalwsys
before me : becanfe be is at my right hand, I faall not be moved] The
lite of the Godly is called in Scripture {2 Walking with God ] fuch
was the courle of Henock, Noab,and Abrabam, Gen. 5. 22,24.

&6.9. & 17.1. & 24.40. They Walked before God, Gen. 48.

15.and in bis ways, Deut. 28.9. They love the Lordtheir Godwith
all their heart and foul (as to the fincerity of it:) and walk
after bim, and fear him, and keep bis commandments, and obey
his woice, and ferve him and cleave unto him, Deut. 13. 3, 4-

- And can an inhabitant of this world have a more hosourable

imployment then to fervethe Lord ? anda more hononrable ffate

- then to walk with God ? thould we not have thought fuch.

words intolerable to be ufed of the beft on earth, if God had
not been himfelf the author of them, and put them into our
mouths ? Hear more of his own expreffions concerning the
converfations of his fervants [ 1Cor.1.9. God s fasthfal
by whom ye were called unto the fellowfbip of hisfon Fefns Chrift]
1Joh.1.3. [ Axd trauly our Fellowfhip 15 with the Father,and
With bis Son Jefus Chrift ] By [ fellow/bip ] isnot meant here
L4 fociety of cquats.]] God forbid we fhould think fo blafphe-
moufly s Butit is a Communion of the beloved fan&ified Crea-
ture with his bleffed Crearor, agreeable to his diftance. In
their fecrct addreffes, his fervants have communion with him :
Their Prayer is nothing elfe but a humble fpeaking to the living
T ’:ﬁ?y“{he fupply of all their wants.  In their Praifes and
b ankigivings it is God that they dcal with: and the werds of

toesr manths and the weditation of their hearts, are acceptable in
rhe fight of their Redeemer, Pal. 19. 14. They poure out their
fouls before hint 't and he openeth his ears ‘and his bofome
unto
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unto them, Pfal.62. 8, & 10. 17. L He will feed his flock
like & foepherd = be will gather the lambs withbis arm, andcarry
them in bis bofom,and Mall gently lead thefe that are with Jonng. ]
Ifa. 40. 11. Andin the publick Worfhip of God inthe holy Af-
femblies | his fervants alfo have communion with him : It
is hims that they hear whoever be the meffenger 2 1t is him
that they adore, and praife and magnifie [ Come ( fay they )
and let us go up to the wountain of the Lord : to the houfe
of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us of his wayes, and we
Will walk in bispaths me—— Come, and let ns walk in the light
of the Lord ] 1faiah 2, 3, 5. [ We bave thought of thy Jo.
ving kindn:[s, O God, in the widft of thy Temple | Plalm 48. o,
L 2n bis Temple doth every man [peak of his glory. ] Plalm
29.9. Yea,the common employments of the Godly are fanctified,
and thereby advanced abovethe higheft a&ions of the wicked,
For it is God and Glory that is in all their ulcimare End,
L Whether they eator drink , or what ever they do, they do it
to his glory, 1 Cor. 10.31. That is, They intend his Glory as
their end, and they doitin reverent obedienceto hisWill, and
- in a holy manner behaving themfelves as may honour him
whofe work they do. Andhe that hath the face to fay, thac
Prayer Praife, Thanksgiving, Medication, holy conference and
other works of Holinefs and Righteoufnefs, are not a more
Honourable employment then the fordid drudgery of the world,
muft fay alfo that the life of a worldling is more Honourable
then the life of the holy Angels and the heavenly holt. They
are obeying and praifing God, and living in the fenfe of his

deareft love, while youare finning and feraping in this Earth, -

And can you believe that your life is more Honourable then
theirs ? I% not; youmuft confefls, that the Godly ‘hazl“’l{r}e
nearelt the work of Angels, do live a more Honourable li ;
then you. When Chrift called Peter to leave his ﬁ(hllxllg ar}l{
follow him and bebis fervant, he tells him that h; wi 1:3) l:
hima fifber of men : as intimating that it was a-morccogou e
work to catch fouls by the Gofpel,and win them to Go a;u z
falva ion then to cazch fifbes. To pleafeGod an_d favg our fou s,an
further others in obeying him to their falvation, is t_he _ngheft
work that the fons of men are capable of while they live in flefh.
As the Priefts were fan®ified to draw nearer unto God, then

the common people, and to be employed in his moft Holy fervic;'é
: ' Kk
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fo are the godly feparated by grace from the whigodly world,
and brought nearer God , and ufed by himin the noble(t works.
[ 75 a_great bozfe there ave nat only veffels of Gold and of Silver,
but alfo of wead,and of earth, and fometo hononr | and fom: to
difponsur. ) 1 Tim. 2.20. [ If aman therefore purge bimfelf from
fin, be Putl-be a vcffel unto bowonr , fantlified , and meet for
the mafters ufe, andprepared unto ewr]‘govdwrh] Ver. 21.
The Veflel that Swinc are fed in, is not {o Honourable as that
which is nfed at a Princes table.  If you would know wha;ufe
the Godly are employed in, read 1Pet.2.5,9. [ 45 lively
Seones they are built up a Spivitual honfe : they are a holy
Priefthosd to offir up Spiritmal (acrifices unto God , which ball
ke acceptable by Jefus Chrift. ~ They are a chofen feneration', a4
voyal Pricfthood an holy Nation , a_ peculiar people that they
Joonld foew forth the fraifes of bim who hath called them ont of
darknefs into his marvellons light : ] The holy Scriptures tell
you the work of Saints: Compare them with the work ofthe
drunkard, the glatton, the gamefter, the fornicator, or the co~
vetous or ambitions worldling, and let your reafon tell you which
is the more Honourable, Pfalm34.9. [ O fear the Lord ye his
Sairts : for there s no want to thew that fear him. ] Pfal.31.23.
[QLave the Lord all ye his Saints: for the Lord prffc’rﬂfth the
faishful. ] Plal. 89.5,7. [ Thebeavens ol praife thy woniers
O Lord: thy faithfulnefs alfo in the Congregation ef the Saints;
God is grearly to be frared in the Affembly of the Saints : and o
échad in reverence of allshem that are abont him. ) Thelc are the
employments of the Saints, .

6. Moreover, the Godly have the moft Hononrable entcrtain=
ment by the God of all the world. They are éid Welcome when
others are rejeéfed, The door i< opened to them that is fbur againft
the wicked. “They are familiar with Jefus Chrift, as the children
of the family, when othersare #rangers whom he will not know.
Cant. 5. 1. Mauth. 25. 10, Matth. 7.23. [ T will profefs nnto
'lé’r’”’a Inever knew you: depart from me ye workers of iniquity. ]
‘tb:I:l,I' 6. 1,[ Forthe Eord Iwn_:eth the .1y of the Righteons : but
B ‘ngf 1/ ;] ungodly fball peri .} The faithful are feafted by
e reft are examined with a [ Friend, hew comefF
it 7 u‘bfrs not /Jd‘w)lg na wgdding carment | bind bim hasd
The ’:“Xf 4"11 caft him inte onter dﬂrkn(:ﬁ',‘:] Matth.22. 12,13,

yare cailed the children that bave the bread, and the relt are
o el called
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called the dogs ; of which fome are wirhonr , and thofe-within
- do feed ‘but on the crams that fall from the childress table ,
Marth. 15. 26, 27. Revel. 22. 15. Hear the Lords invitation
and his promife: Ifa. §5.2,3. [ Heavken diligently nnto me,
and eat ye that which s good 5. and let your [onl delight it [elf in
fatrefs 5 Encline your ear, and come unto me, hear and Jouy foul
Shall live, and I will wake an cverlafting Covenant wiih yon. )
Who is it that is admitted into the Tabernacle of the Lord, aid
wio foall dwell in hisholyhill?. He thar Walketh uprightly and
worketh righteoufnefs, and fpeakeh the trath inbis beart, ~— In

whofe eyes a vile perfon is contemmed, but he hononreth them thar

Jfear the Lord, Pllm1s.1,2,4. The npright frall dwell in
- the prefence of the Lord. ] Pfalm 140. 13. [ God will fave
S$107 o and the fecd of bis fervants fhall inkerit it
and they that love bis name ball dwelltherein.]] Pfal. 69, 35, 36.
And [ Blffed s the man whons thon choofeft, © Lord, and canfeff
to approach unto thee, that be may dwellin thy Conrts:  be fhajf
be_ fatisfied with the goodns(s of thy Honfe, even of thy holy:
Temple. | Plal.-65. 4. Saith David [ Mine eyes fball be npon the
faithful of the Land, that they may dwell with me: he that walk-
ethin a perfet way, be ball ferve me. ) Yea, Chrift entertaineth
faithful fouls with a fpiritual feaft of his own fleb and blood.
His flefb o themis meat indeed and bis blsed 4s drink indeed, John
G.55. and ke that cateth and drinketh thefe, fpall live for ever,
Veufe 54,56.The returning Prodigal is met with joy, and quickly
embraced in his Fathers arms ; the fatted Calf is killed for him =
aring and new apparell is provided him : and mufick muft ex-
prefs the Joy for his recovery, LZuke 15. O how welcome are
converted finners to the God of mercy? And as they are wes-
comie at their firffretnin, o are they in all their arrewdance on
him, and #ddreffes to him, and ferwice of him, while they con-
tinue in his fammly.  They have beldne(s now to enter into the
Helieft, by theneW and living way that is confecrated: and are
invited 10 draw mear with a trae heart in full affurance of
faith, Heb 10, 19, 22, [ In Chrift we have boldwe[s and accefs
with confidence by the faith of bine. ) Ephef. 3. 12. And God hath
made 15 accepred in thepbeloved , ‘to the praife of the glory of his
~ grace, Ephell 1.6, We are living facrifices, acceptable unzo Gody
Rom. 12, 1. Andour fervices, though weak, are facrifices ac-
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when the prayers of the wicked are abhorred of the Lord; his people
- ferve him acceprably in reverence andgodly fear, Heb, 12.28. He
- anfwerech their prayers , and often fpeaketh peace unto them,
and fignifiech his acceptance of them. If they could bring hima
houfe full of Gold and Silver , they would not be fo weleome to
him astheyarein brizging him their bearts,theit bumbled hearts,
their broken, tender, melted bearts, that burnin Love to him, and
flime up towards him in defires and in holy praile. [ o rhis man
will Ilook., [aith the Lord, evento him that is pesr and of & contrite
Spirit andtrembleth az my Word ] Ifa. 66. 2, Thisisthe Honout-
able entertainment of theSaints.

7 Andthey are members of the mot Homsnrable Society in
the world, The Cburch isthe Kingdom of Feftss Chrift, Luke
1.334 Col. 1.13. The Kingdom of God, Luke 17.21. & 18.17.
The Kingdom of Heaven, Mat.3.2. & 13.31, 33,44, It is the
Sehcol of Chrift , or his Umverfity., in which Believers are bis
Schollars learning to know him , and ferve him, and praife him
for ever, and trained up for everlatting life , A& 11.26. Luke
8.13. Mar. §. 1,2, &c. Itisthe family or haufeld of God, Eph.
2.19. 1 Tim. 3.15. Heb.10.21.. 1 Pets 4.17. Itis the Spoufe,
- Yea the Bodyof Chrift, Eph. 5. 25, So lsved by him, that he gave
bim[elf for it , becoming the price of our Redemption, and
thought not his life too dear a Ranfom, nor his blood too precious -
to cleanfe and fave us, Eph. 5. 25,26, Tir.2. 14. The Church,
which every godly man isa living member of, is a Society chofen £
out of the world, to be neareft unto God, and deareft to bim, as
the beloved of his foul ; to receive the choiceft of his mercies , . &
and be adorned with the rightcoufnefs of Chrift, and to be em- ¥
ployed in his {pecial fervice, 1 Per.2.4, 5,9.:. Fobr 15.19. Eph.
L.4. Plalm 132,13, & 135.4. Eph: 5.1, The Lord that Re-:
dsemed. them is their King and Head , and dwelleth in the widft of
them, and walketh among them , as the people of his fpecial pre-
fence and delight, Pfalm 2.6. &89.18. & 149.2. & 46.5.
#a.12.6. fer. 14.9. Zeph. 3. §, 15,17, Rew. 1.13. & 2.1
Bfalm 05. 2. The Church is a Heavenly Society., though the mi--
licanc parcyet live on earth : For the God of Heaven is the So-

: ;’fg‘&g? and the Father of it : The glorified Redeemer is their
i ;s s The Spiric of Chrift doth guide and animate them : His
Kt vealed and confirmed from Heaven , dire& and govern
18 2 Heaven js their end ; and heavenly are their difpofitions, ,
, : i empioy= .
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employments and converfations : Z'hére is their portion and
treafure, Marth.6. 20, 21. and there is their very beareand bope.
They are rifen with Chriftand therefore feck the things thas are
above : For thesr life is hid-with Chriffin God , €il. 3. 2, 3,41
Their Rootis there = and the'nobleft part of the Society is there s
For the glorified Saints, and in fome forc the Angels | are of the
fame Society with us -y though they are in heaven and we oni
earth, . The whelefamilyin Heaven and earth is named from one
and the fame Head, Eph.3.15. [ Hebo12,22,23: 24, We aré
come unto Mosint SO0, and untothe City of the living God | she
heavenly Jerulalem | and to an svnumerable company of Augels
tothe General Affembly and Chureh of the firft born wlgic? are

writteain Heaven, andto Godthe Faudge of all, andto the Sirits of

4ft men made perfeltyand 10 Jefves the Mediariy of the New Coves
mant , and totheblood of Sprimkling , &c.] Thisis the Honout-

able Society of Saints : the eye, the pearl of the whole Creas -

tion, 3 :
8.Moreover,the Godly have the moft Horomrable Asténdance.
The creatnres axe all thesrs .though: not in - point ' of Civil pre-
pricty, yeras means appointed and managed by God their Fas
ther, for their beft advantage. The Angels of Godare miniftring
irirs for them : not as our fervants, but as Geds fervants for onr
good. As Minifters in the Church are notthe fervants of men, but
the fervants of God for men : And fo whether Paul, or Apollo,or
Cephas, or 1he, Worddy ar life, or dedtis; or things prefent o ro-come’;
all areonrs. } 1 Cor. 3. 22. The Shepherds fervant is 'not the
[ervant of the fheep | but forthe fheep. And fo the Angels difdain
not to ferve God , in theguarding of the weakeft Saints. As I
formerly fhewed from Heb. 1. 14. & Pfalm ox. 11512.& 3472
[ Zhe Angelof the Lord encawspetlround abous themthas fear him,
and delivereth them.. For he givethhis Angels charge éverius'; ¥o
keep s in all onr wayes : they foall bear us np in thesr hands; lefp we
dafb onr foot againff a fone.’] Sun and Moon , and all the crea-
tures, are daily employed in our attendance, .O how:wonderful
isthe Love of God to his unworthy fervants, intheiradvance-
ment ! Remember it, when thou artfcorningat the fervants of
the Lord, or fpeaking.againft them; that thole poor, thofe weak
defpifed Chriftians, that thow are vilifying, bave their Angels be-
holding the face of God their Fatberinthe Heavens : Take heed
Sherefore that you defpife ot the leaft of thefei- 1t is the watning of
1] TRk oL,
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Chrift, Matth. 18. 10, The fame bleffed fpirits that atrend the
Lord, and fec his facein biifsful Glory, do'attend and guard the
meanef} of the godly hiere on earth. As the fame fervants ufe to.
wait upon the Father and the children, in the fame family, ortbe
bigger chidldren to help the lefs. :
9. And it is the Hounonr of the Godly, that they that are them-
felves moft Honomrable,do Hononr them. To be magnified bya
fool, or wicked fatterer; is fmall Honour : but to be magnified
by. the betand wifelt men , this is true Honour. We fay that
Hononr is in him that givethit, and not in him that recciveth,
But it is God himfelf that Honaureth his Saints:It is he that fpeak- -
eth all thefe great and wonderous things of them which 1 have
hitherto recited.. Search the Texts which I have alledged, and try
whether.it be not he. .And {urely to have the God of Heaven to
applenda man, and put Honour upon hir, and fo great Honour,
is more then f all the world had doneit. Yet we mayadd, (if
any thing could be confiderable that is added unto the appro-
bation.of God') that all his fervants, the wifeft, and the beft,even
his holy Angels, are of the fame mind, and hononr the godly in
conformity,to theirLord.. . » 19 e
- And here Chriftian, I require theefromthe Lord, to confider
the greatnefs of thy fin and folly, when thou art too defirous of
the applaufe of men, efpecially of the blind ungodly world ; and
when thon-mzkeft a grear matrer of their contempt or fcorn, of
of their flanderous cenfures. What /-5 the-approbation of the
eternal God fo fmall a-matterin thy eyes:, that'the {fcorn of a
fool can weigh it down , or ‘move the ballance with thee? If a
feather were putintothe fcales againfta mountain, or the whole
earth , it:fhould weigh as much as-the efteemor dif-efteem of
men;: their,honouring thee; or difhonouring. thee, fhonld weigh
againft the efteem of God, and che honour or difhonour that ke
puts upon thee,. ( as to any regard'of che thingit felf ; though
asit refle@echion God, thoumaift reégardit, ) He is the wife man
that God calls wifc :-and be s the fool that God talls fool : (and
hatisievery ‘one that Jayeth up viches for bimfelf , and is not rich
#eWards God ;1 Eukp 12.°20,21.) He'is. the' Happy tpan that
Q’;ﬁﬂiﬂsﬂm soand heis a miferable man -that God counts
g“mw‘ ~and who thofeare, you may fecin Pfalm 1. and many
} riptures t?ﬂfmu:c/z-.c»xted'. Hearthe words (and you that are Be-
“evers,lay ap the blefled promife ) of Chrift bimfelf, fubn 12.26.
evdid Aur- 4 i g‘ [ I
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< £ If any man ferve me, bim will wy. Eather Hosonr.}) And who
cares then for the dithonours of all the wicked of the world 2
Qur tryed faith as precionfer then Geld, will be faum{ unto praife,
“and hononn, and glory, at the appearing of Fefus Chriff. ] 1 Per. 1.7:. '
See 2 Tim, 2;21. We muft Rarntheretoreto imitate our Lord
Fobn 5. 4. and ot to receive our Hononr from mez ', and not to -
imitate the wicked, verf. 44. that receive Honour one of another,
and [eek not the Hononr that cometh frowm God: There is enough for
us in Godsapprobation. And yet all hisfervants doimitate their
Lord ;. and his Judgement is their judgement ; and whom he
honourech, them do they honour; Angels , and Saints, and all
that enter intothe Tabernacle of the Lord , do contemn the vils ,
and honour them that fear the Lordy Pfalm 15. 4. And thoughno
mans Judgement or Praife be valuable in comparifon of the
Lords ; yet the Honour and Praife that is given by the wife and
Godly, is more then a thoufand times as much from ignorant un--
godly men. If the Athenian Orator regarded the cenfure of o-
erates more then of all the reft of his auditers, we have caufero
judge he Elogies of experienced holy men a greater honour then
of thoufands of the wicked, & greater thenall their contempt or
- fcorn is able toweigh down. The applaufeof the wicked is oft- .
times a difhonour in wife menseyes. Wasit not Balaamschiefeft
benour 10 hear from Baluk., [ Ithonght to promore thee to greas:
Henonrsybut the Lord hath kept thee back. from Hononr. ) Numb..
24. 11, The Honour that God keeperh a-manfrom,is no Honours -
but it is an Honour to be kept from fuch Honour by the Lord :
Innocent poverty is incomparably more Honourable then Riches
by iniquity, whiclris the greateft fhanie., :
10, Lailly itis unfpeakable everlafting Elononr that bolinefs doth
tend wuto, andwhich hely men fhall enjoy with God. ‘The very Re--
lation of a Godly man'to his everlaiting Glory , isan Honour
ten thoufand times furpaffing the Honour of all the Kingdoms -
of the world. If youdid but know that oneof your poor neigh-
bours fhoutd cerrainly be a King,would you not pr efently honour
bim, evenin hisrags? You may know that the'Saints fliall raign
~ with Chrift, as fure asif an Angel from beaven had told youfo, -
and more ; and therefore how fhould a Saint bebonoured 2 If
God had but }egibly marked oyt fomeamong you for falvation,
and written in their fore-heads , [ Zhis man fball be faved ]
would nogall the-parith reyerénce that man ¢ Whya Hc,avc:néy
; G TR mind, ,
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anind, and the Love of God and felf-denyal, and holy obedience,
@rc Heaven-marksinfallible,, as trueas the Gofpel, and written
by che fame hand as the Gofpel was,] mean by the Spirit ofGod -
bhumfelf : If avoicefrom Heaven fhould fpeak now of any per-
fon in the Congregarion, and fay, [ This man featlrvaignin Hea=
¢ wen for ever ] 'would it not be an Honour above all your qu}dly
Honeurs # Why Holinefs is Gods Image, and the Spirit isthe
« earneft of ourinheritance, and beareth witnels with our fpirits,
 that weare the fons of God, and we havethe promife, and feals,
and oath of God for oar confirmed cercainty ; yea and the
Knowledge of God in Chriftisthe beginning of eternal life,
John 17. 3. and what would ‘we have more 2 The iprcfen‘cevqf
Chrift sn a liccle of his Glory upon the Mount, traniported 't_he
three Difciples : And the glympfe of the Glory of God which
Mofes faw, did make bis face fhine that the Ifraelices could not
behold it. Theapproachesof the Saints to God in holy Worfhip
here onearth, are exceeding Honourable, becaufe they partici-
pate of heaven, and it isupward that they look: 1 Chron.16.27-
VGlory and Homonr avein bis prefence : [rength and gladuefs are s
bsplace. | The foul that is beholding God by faith,and convc:rﬁng
with che Heavenly inhabitants, is quite above all earthly things :
and as Angels are more honourable then men , and Heaven then
Earth, fo are Believers that converfe in Heaven with Angels, Pra
with Chrifthimfelf by faith , more honoursble then terreftrial
carnal men,

But the great Honomr is behind , yet nearat hand ; when the
promifed Crown is fet upon their heads : O mark the Honour
that is promifed them bytheLord of truth. The foulic felf be-
fore the Refurre®ion of the body; thall be with Chriff, Phil.1.23.
Even prefent with the Lord,2Cor.5.1.8. John12.26. [ If any
man [erveme , let him follow me , and where | am, there fhall alfo
7y [crvant be. ] Andac the Refurred.on Chrift that hath /oved
the Church and Zave bim(elf for it, that he might [anétific and
cleanfe it will prefent it to himfilf a gloviows Church , not
5‘1'_ﬂin_g fpet or wrirkle, or any fuch thing, bus that it foould be holy
A%d withoys blemifh, Eph. 5.25,26. Will they notbe Homonrable
f:enﬂln the eyes of the ungodly world, when they hear the fen-
K:}_ccdof their Lord, L Come yebieffed of my Father, swherst the

HHEA0m prepared for you from the fonndarion of the wordd, Mart,
25 34. ] andweif. 33. [ Enter thos jnrs the 7oy of thy Lord: 7
e el When
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[ When Chrift fall come to be Glorified in bis Saints, and admircd
in all them that believe ] 2 Thef 1. 10, Mark: here ; thatit is
one end of the comingof Cbrift, to be Glorified and admired in
bis Saints. [ Beboldthe Lord cometh with ten thoufands of his
Saints, 1o execute judgement nponally and to convince all that are
ﬂngod? among them of all thesr ungodly deeds which they bave
negodly committed, and of all their bard [peeches which nugodly
finners have [poken againft bim] Jud.14.15. Our hearts [ball
be effablifhed unblameable in holine[s before God even omr faa
ther at the coming of the Lord Jefns Chrift with all his Saints ]
1 Thef. 3,12, 13. wefhallthen praife him [ that hath loved us
and wafbed us from onr finsinhis own blood; and made ws- Kings
and Priefts to God, ) Rev.1.5,6. He that overcometh. fhall be
cloathed with whise rayment, and confefledby Chrift before the Fa-
ther and the Angelsof heaven, Rev. 3. 5. Yea ke fball be s Pillar
in the Temple of God, and go ont mo more : and Chrift will
wyite on bim the Name of God, and.the name of the City of God,
New Hicrufalem, which comesh down out of Heaven from God,
and bis ownname,  verf.12. Yea he will grant tohimto fit with
bim in his throne, as be bim[elf bath overcome and is_[ct down with
the Father in-his Throoe : wer(.21. .And he will honour his
Saincs to be Judges of Angels,and of the world, 1 Cor. 6.2, 3.
And they that ovircome and keep bis Words unto the end, to thems
will he give poWer over the nations, and they fhall rule with 4
vod of iron, and break them to [hivers as the viffels of 4 potter
even as Chrif receivedof his Father: and be will give them the
marmsg Jtar, Rev. 2. 26,27. He that hath ancearto hear, let
kim bear the Glorious things that are promifed to the Saints,
The 1“._!” P"‘f‘f” of God fbalibe intheir months, and the two-edged
fwa'rd intheir hands to execute on the wicked the Judgement
Written, [uch Honour bave all his Saints, Plal. 149.6,9. Then
ﬂ}all wehear the Praifes of che Heavenly fociety faying L We
give thee thanks O Lord God Almighty which art and waft,
and art to come, becanfe then baft taken to thee thy great power
and haft m}md s and the Nations were angry , @4 thy wrath
25 come, and the time of the dead that they fonld be judged
and thas thon fomldft give re\vard unto thy [ervants the Pro-
Phets and to the Saints and thems that fear thy name ) fmall
E”d great, “”4 Jhonldft dfﬂro] thew that dwell on the earth.])
then [bell the righteons ﬂm_xev forth a;:tlbc fun in the Kingdm; of

. thar
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their Barher s Who bath earsto hear les bim hear, Matth. 1 3:43.%
Yea [ theyifbal be tqnalto the Angels of God, Luk.20, 35
Fhis is che' Tukeritance of the Saints in Light of which God 1s
now makingus Aeet to be partakers, Col.1.12. T [ all that [are
in the Council againft him, [aw Stevens face.as st bad been the fasc
of an Angel |"B&. 6. 15, what fhall bethe glory of the Saints |
when themfelves thall fee the face of' Gud, and his name {hall lr)e
writtén in ‘their  foreheads, Rew.22.4. »whm thc».ungocz y
world fhall know, that Holinefs was the moft Honourable
State ? \ » .

% 2 3
e

But perhaps forme will {ay, chac’ [#his Langnage will maki men

Prowd : Totell men that they arethe wioft Hometirable perfons #
the warld, is the way to make thews the Prondeft perfons. 3 e
To which T give you a manifold anfwer that your Ob,le’-f
€tion may not have the leaft pretence '!h“"”.?“fs'““f_mf‘ .
ﬁcd. 1 XA R AL f 3B 1 "u{.-" : T 5§
1. worldly Homors are of a moré [welling niature then Hea-
venly Homonrs = and yet it wonld fcarcely be taken well, if this
conclufion fhould pafs for currant, that the moff Howosrable are
the moft Prowd. For then it would follow thar none are fo wil,
fo lLike the Dewil, {0 snlike God: and fo the Princes and noblées
of the earth wonld bécome the moft defpicable perfons in the
world, and their very Hononr it felf would betheit difhononr,
and fo o Homonr. And if worldly Honours will not warrant
you to concludethe perfonsgo be moft Proud, much lefswill che
Feaven Honowr 1 01Q 315 I1L01 (3088 sosiBRal AR e @
* There is the more Need and’ the lefd Fear 0f ‘the Honosr
of the Gudly, becaufe it is #he bleffing of an Humbled [onl:
God cafts them down before he lifts them up : Ir'is only
the Humble shat he exalteth. “They feel their fin' and mifery
before they know their Homonr. = A Broken hearr ‘hath need of
healing, and'a fainting foutis fitteft for 4" Cordial. *'You need
Rot fear when you refrefh the fiek , “left'ic fhould make them
thowranas it may do the foond. A comfortable word to one
;;;_t kleiamentip‘g_qycr the dead, and weeping ar a grave, is not
d‘f'Ol Yy 10 make them Proud, as to others in profperity. A~
arooping. and difcouraged foul, is hardly raifed high enough,

308 kept from finking "Thiey have ad the fencence paft upon
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them, and have had the rope as it were abont their neck : they
havebeen at thevery gates of Hell :.they have feen, by faith
‘whae werk, what woes there are for fin in thelife to come,
and therefore thefe fouls have need co hear of their Feli.
eity. ; ;
3. Moreover, they have a great deal of workto do and thejr
ftrength and courage is top fmall.: 1 and the work is fuch as
fiefh and bloed cannoraway with,much lefs afford them fufficient
ftrength for.Such labourers muft have encouraging ftrengthening
food. Their work is fuchas will keep them under. God doth not
keep his fervantsidle : and therefore theyare inthe lefs danger of
waxing Proud and-wanton. 1fa.35.2,3, 4007 bey foali fee
2t g lory of- the Lovd,and the éxcellincy of onr Godi ] And why is
thisforetold them? [ ! strengrhen yeethe weak bands, and confirm
the feeble kuees ; Sy 1o thew: that ave of a fearful beare, Be frong,
fearnot s beholdyornr God will come with vengeance, even God with
a recompence ; he will come and [ave yor | Heb. 32. 12, 13,
- Blereforelifs up.the bands which hawg down; aiid the feeble kees,
and, makg. fkrais pavhs. forsyorr feer, -deft-thas-Wwhich ss dame, be
tucned osp.of the way, bat let it vather be bealed ] we are com-
manded 1 7hef.5.14. as.to warn them that are unraly,fo to
comfort the feehle-minded, and [upporsshemeak, o
. % Moreaver, the, Godly have the ‘greater need of fuch en-
couragements, becanfe they have muich Suffering to underg.
They bave all your hatred and feorns to fuffer, and all che adver-
fities of the world, with which: their Father fhall pleafe to exer-
¢ife them. . And hetha= layeth the burden on them,: will give
them firength by firergthening means,’ Gods et hath corks
as wellagleads.' Ifbirds had notfeathersas well as flefh, chey
would beunable to fly. - As Chrift himfelf was ‘encouraged to
endure the contradiction of finmers, and to bear the crofs, and
defpife the foame, by losking at the joy that was fft befgre bt?n,
and. (o, for. the fuffering of death Was crowntd with Glory dnd
honour ] Heh. 12. 278 & 2.9, fo willhe have.his peoplg'tread
in his fieps and takenp their crofs and follow him,and deny thems-
[elves and all the ‘world , yer foras 20 look at the recompence of
reward, and feek for Zlory, benonr, and immortality, and by
thefe to beanimated to the work and patience of the Saints, as
expecting to be Glotified with him, when they have fuffered with
Rim ] 2dwih, 16..24. & 10, 38-.1.;Heb,,-r,x.' 26 Ront. 2. 7-
TRl A j 5 i “
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¢ 8.17,18. Asthe Angelfaid to Elijab, 1Xing. 10, 7. Arife
andeate, becanfethe jonrney sstoo grear for thee] fo God encou-
rageth his fervants by his Honours and rewards, becanfe the
journey, the labour, the fuffering is r00 great, without fuch en-
couragement to be cheerfully undergone: And in the ftrength
of thefe confolations, they bear the crofs. B v

5. The objection ismoft againft the Lord. ' If it'bean errour
to Honour and extol the Godly, as tending to make them Proud,
itis God himfelf that is the owner of ir. The words that T
have recited to you are his own words. Do we devife thefe
fayings? Or dowe not fhew them you in the Scripture ? And
dare you charge God with errour, or encouraging Pride? Do
you think he knew not what he faid; when he fpake fuch Ho-
nourable things of his fervants.  Did he need you to have
raught him to have endited his word, and to have warned him
that he make not his fervants proud-! Asif he hated not pride
as much asyoun ! sa) i b it 2% 7 93

6. Yea God will do morettien this for his fervants, e will ad-
¥ance them to Salvation, and yet he will wor make them prond.
There is no Pride.in Heaven, though there be the greateft Glory.
The Angels are moft glovions, and yet leaft prowi. ~ If you would
not with God #o keep menont of Heaven Jeft it make them proud,
you fhould not grudgeat his Honouring rhem on earth, withthe
mention of their:Heavenly titles; upon that account. -

7. The Exaltation of the Saints. is & [piritnal exaltation,
which is not {o apt to make men Proud, as-carnal exaltation is.
Gharitypuffeth notup, as aery ksowledge doth. It is felfifomefs
thact is the Life of Pride, ( which confifteth in exceffive [u/f-
tfieem, and defire of an exceffive efReenr with others, and to be
magnified by them ) And no:hin;f' but Grace can fubdue this
Jelfifme(s, and therefore nothing elfe can deftroy Pride,

8. Moreover the Honour of the Saints, is the lefs like to-
Make them Proud, becaufe Humility is pars of the Grace thas i
bcfiowedonthems,  To be Prowd and Holy,isto be fisk and wed,
tobe Lighs and Dark-: they are plain contraries. No man is
m"‘f buc for wanz of Holimefs.: and therefore that Holinefs -

v dfﬁcumlj make men proud is impoffible, any more then
Healsh:can make men fiek , or Darknefs can be caufed by
gg@”"[ Andif objestively any be ‘Prond of bis Holinefs, that is

t18 fucha meafure as he is arkoly. Holinefs doth ever mortifie

Prige,
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Pride,and contain Humility and felf-denyal, as an effential part *
All Chrifts Difciples [carn of him in their meafure to be meek
and lowly.

‘9. Letexperiencetell you wheiher it be not fome worldly
Hunour ot parts and gifts, that arethe much commoner objed
of Pride then Ho/inefs. 1 have oft heard talk of mens being
proud of their Humility and Holinefs : but the Temptations of
my owa fou], have comparatively layn but little that way ; nor
havelobferved it the common cafe of others, in any propor-
tionwith other kinds of Pride. Riches and Honours,and Beau-
tyand Dignity, 1 fee people ordinarily proud of. And I fee
many Proud of Comnterfeir Graces,that have none that is fincere
(as far as may be perceived by others) tobe proud of. AndI
fce many Proud of their Learning, and Knowledge and nimble
tongnes,a hundred fold more then ever I found true Chriftians.-
Proudof the Love of God,and a Heavenly mind.  Alas we have
much a doe for the moft part, to difcern that we bawve any of this-
atall | and ro find fo much of it inour felves as is neceffary to
. our fupportand thankfulnefs,

10. Laflly confider, wharabundance of Means the Lord hath
adjoyned as Antidotes with his fervants Honours to keep them’
from being puffed up with Pride ; and then tell me whether you
d.g_re charge God with errour or wanat of wifdom in this:
tang, o , 338

l.g The nature and life of Holinefs confifteth in the fouls ree-
tiring home to God, and adhering to-him, and walking as before
him. And there is not a more powerful means in the world, to
keep Humble the foul, then the Knewledge of God. O when a -
poor finner hathbut any lively apprehentions of the Greatnefs,
and Glory of the Lord, it amazeth him, and levetleth him with :
the duft, and abafech him in his own eftecm, and maketh him fay
with Job 40.4, 5. [ Behold 1am vile, what foall I anfWer thee @ -
Twilllay my band npon my mowih] & 4,5,0. {2have heardof thee -
by the hearing of the ear,but now mine eye feeth thee; wherefore I ab-
bor my felf and repent in duft and afhes} One glympfe of God were -
enough to humble any foul that truly knoweth him. A Godly man:
hath till to do with that Majefly that continually aweth him. His -
beayeis with him : His thoughes are on him ; his work is with him. -
Ttis his word that he readeth,and heareth and difcourfeth of,and :
therefore as bis word, with reverence and Godly fear, as know- -
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ing chat our God is a confuming fire, Heb, 12. 28, 29. Ttis God
that he prayeth to , that he meditatethon, and he praifech, and
hath ftil] to do with. And therefore no wonder if he walk hum-
bly with fo holy and greata God. :

. 2. The fin and mifery that once they were in, while they knew
not God, will do much to keep humblea gracious foul , as long as
they live. Though God fo forget our fins as to forgive them; yec
we can f{carce forgive our felves, orat lealt-can never forget
them. Though /¢ fee nofinin his fervants, as hefeeth it in.the
world, nor {0 as to hate and condemn them for it 5 yet they fe
that once they were as bad as the world and were children of
wrath aswell 2sothers ; They condemn themfelves when God
doth juflifiethem ; and fet their fins ‘before their faces., which
God dorh caft behind his back. O thofe dark , thofe ungrateful,
and thofe perilous dayes, will never be forgotten by the renewed. -
foul. The thoughts of them fhall ever keepus humble. W benwe
100k on the wicked miferableworld, to think that fuch were ma-:
gydof us, though mercy have wahed, and fan@ified , and julti=

ed s, NVeetindo s debnis } 200

3. Moreover , God hath fo contrived the way of, their fajva-
tion, that they thall have allby a Redeemier, and by frecft Graces
and none fhall be juftified by the worksof- the Law, nor by any.
meric of hisown; but Boaffing 7 exciuded by thaoLaw of faithy
Rom. 3.19, 27, 28. and we fhall bawe norhing but what we reecive;
befides and contrary to our defert. " 77 z
4 /‘b’r .hAn;é alas too much gorruption fhill remaineth in us : We have

lefb thar fighterh againft the [pirit , Rom.7. 24, Gabi §+37. We.
Kmow brrinpars fnd £r'ua Ggi but in part, and ferve him with |
fuch conftant veaknefs, thar thefe thingsare ufuaily fuch hum.q
bling matters to a gracious foul ; that wereit not for the Com-
forter, they would be unable to lookup: /O't0 feel how darkwe :
are ! hew far from God ! _how f{irange to heayen ! bow listle
we believe; andkrow, and love ! thele are bumbling shonghts
indecd to a foukthat is acquainted wich it felf,. No pewertys beg-
gery, or the reproach in the world, would be fo-humbling ro them.

Todﬁndfmh,.rmms of that odious fin, that coft them, dear,
and had eoft them dearer, ifit had not coft their Loxd fo dearchis
‘sfonﬁ‘n‘-‘l}'ahcr. of huimiliation.s 1< wsds 2ifd 3 mad v e,

'§. And 100 often do their corruptions: gét advantage of’
them , :and produce fome aénal fin, of thought, word or deed ;-
andehis alfo muft be grievous tothem. 6. The
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- 6. The very Bodily infirmities of Believers, are a conftant
help to keep them humble. They have all this treafure bus in
" earthen veffels, 2 Cor. 4. 7. Their fouls are here fo poorlylodged-
in corruptible Tabernacles of earth | and fo meanly cloathed
with frail, difeafed , moreal flefh, that it is madnefs to be
roud. s
- 7. And the manyand grear afilistions of the godly, are medicines
thac are purpofely given them by their Phyficion to eure Pride 2
and keep them humble. Why elfe muft their fufferings be fo ma~
ny ? andwhy muft they daily bear the Crofs? but that they may
be conformed to the image of Chrift.

8.° And to the fame end itis that God doth let loofe upon them

Jo manyenemies. AllSatans temprations , and the worlds allare-
ments and vexations, and all their difappointments here, and all
the {corns and mocks of the ungodly, and the cenfyres and flan-

ders of wicked tongues, and often bitcer perfefcutions, whar are

they.but the bitter medicines of God ( permitted and ordered
by him , though caunfed by the Devil amg wicked men ) to fave
the fervants of the Lord, from the'fin and danger of being lifred
up ? Do you fay that their Homonr will make them prond 7 Why
Jyou that thus oppofe them and defpife them , are curing them of

their pride ,-and donotknow it : as Scullions feoure the ruft off

the veffels for their Mafters ufe ; and as Leeches draw out the

blood that caufeth the difeafe , and as the Jews by their fin pro- -
moted the Redemption of the world btz the death of Chrift. -
rof

When God feeth his fervantsin dange being lifred up above
meafure, heofe fendetha meffenger of Satan ( who may bean
Bxecutioner of Gods chaftifements) to buffet them, ( 2 Cor.
12/77.") Sometimes by {landers, fometime by reproaches , fome-

time by imprifonments. or greater fufferings, and fometimes by. -

~ herrid troublefom temptations, -

: 9. The very forefight of deathiit [elf is a humbling means - and -

thelaft enemy Death, is yet unconquered, and ogr Bodies muft
corrupt in duftand darknefs, and be kept in the grave as common
earth, till the Refurrection; that che foul may norgrow proud that.
barh fuch a body. :

11. And the Dy of Fudgementis fo deferibed to us in the
Seripture, as tends to keep the foulin awe and in Humilizy. To

thinks thould humble us.

think of fuch a day,and fuch a veckoning ., before [uch a God,me

11, And

5 s el sk st~




