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- 6. The very Bodily infirmities of Believers, are a conftant
help to keep them humble. They have all this treafure bus in
" earthen veffels, 2 Cor. 4. 7. Their fouls are here fo poorlylodged-
in corruptible Tabernacles of earth | and fo meanly cloathed
with frail, difeafed , moreal flefh, that it is madnefs to be
roud. s
- 7. And the manyand grear afilistions of the godly, are medicines
thac are purpofely given them by their Phyficion to eure Pride 2
and keep them humble. Why elfe muft their fufferings be fo ma~
ny ? andwhy muft they daily bear the Crofs? but that they may
be conformed to the image of Chrift.

8.° And to the fame end itis that God doth let loofe upon them

Jo manyenemies. AllSatans temprations , and the worlds allare-
ments and vexations, and all their difappointments here, and all
the {corns and mocks of the ungodly, and the cenfyres and flan-

ders of wicked tongues, and often bitcer perfefcutions, whar are

they.but the bitter medicines of God ( permitted and ordered
by him , though caunfed by the Devil amg wicked men ) to fave
the fervants of the Lord, from the'fin and danger of being lifred
up ? Do you fay that their Homonr will make them prond 7 Why
Jyou that thus oppofe them and defpife them , are curing them of

their pride ,-and donotknow it : as Scullions feoure the ruft off

the veffels for their Mafters ufe ; and as Leeches draw out the

blood that caufeth the difeafe , and as the Jews by their fin pro- -
moted the Redemption of the world btz the death of Chrift. -
rof

When God feeth his fervantsin dange being lifred up above
meafure, heofe fendetha meffenger of Satan ( who may bean
Bxecutioner of Gods chaftifements) to buffet them, ( 2 Cor.
12/77.") Sometimes by {landers, fometime by reproaches , fome-

time by imprifonments. or greater fufferings, and fometimes by. -

~ herrid troublefom temptations, -

: 9. The very forefight of deathiit [elf is a humbling means - and -

thelaft enemy Death, is yet unconquered, and ogr Bodies muft
corrupt in duftand darknefs, and be kept in the grave as common
earth, till the Refurrection; that che foul may norgrow proud that.
barh fuch a body. :

11. And the Dy of Fudgementis fo deferibed to us in the
Seripture, as tends to keep the foulin awe and in Humilizy. To

thinks thould humble us.

think of fuch a day,and fuch a veckoning ., before [uch a God,me

11, And
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11. And our Abfolntion and Glorificatisn atthat day , ispro-'
mifed us now but conditionally (though God will fce that the
condition be performed by all that he wall fave.) And therefore
the poor foul is oft {o far to feck about the cersain fincerity of bis
own Faith and Repentance, that moft of the godly are kept in
fears and doubtings to the death. Yea and Humsility and Se/f-
denyal are part of this Condition : And all their Honourand
Glory with Chrift is promifed tothe Humble only : Hamilityis
commanded them in the Precepe : Haumility is it that they are
exhorted to by the Minifters : And Pride is threatened with
everlafting wrath , and defcribed as the Devils image. So that
Holinefs hath all the advantages againft Pride thac can be here
expeed. - , R

12. To conclude, the Godly know that as they have nothing
but frem God , fo they have nothing but for God : {o that their
own Hononr is for him,more then for themfelves ; and it is effential
to their Huline[s, to make God their end, and fet bim bightf, and
referr all to his Pleafure and Glory. Sothatyou fee now that we
may Honour them that fear the Lovd, ( Pfalm 15 . 4. ) without
being guilty of making them proud , and that we muft not deny
them the Honour that God hath given them as their dae, for
fear of their being proud of ir. Though this, as all things elfe,
muft be prudently managed to particalar perfons , according to
their various ftates.

- And therefore let me here warn all you that profefs the fear of
God : Take heed Jeft you be prowd of any thing that God hath
Honenredyoun with : Forif you be ; you fee what an Army of
Reafons and Means you fin againft ; and confequently how great
your finwill be. And your confciences and the world fhall be
forced to juftifie God and his Holy wayes, and to proveagainft.
you, that 1t was not long of them that you were proud : and that
none in the world was more againft it then God and Holinefs :
and that it was not becaufe you were fo Religious , but becaufe
you were no more Religious. And if Pride of Knowledge,
‘Gifts,or whatfoever,be #smorsifiedin you, it will certainly prove
th_?tjm are wone of the [anilified 5 when your profe/fion of Saniity
'ﬁv;l Bever prove that Sanility was a caufe or confederate inyour

And
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ND now I have fhewed you the Hunonyr of Godlinefs | let
us briefly, ( and but briefly ) confider of joar Hononr thac
rejeit, and fee then whether the godly or ungodly are more
Hononrable,
1. Ungodly men have the Bafeft Mafter in the world. Would
you know who ? Let Chrift be Judge ; 7obn 8. 44. [ Yeare of
Jo#7 father the Devil |, and the Infbs of your father you will do. ]
2 Zim. 2.26. They are taken captive by the Devil at bis will
thatis, to do his will = Itis be that ftirreth you up to filthy talk-
ing, te fpeak againlt Godlinefs , to curfe and fwear, and you do
bis will. His will is, that you thould neglect a holy life,, and you
Ao bss will. His will is, that you live not after the fpirit, but after
the fleth , and you ds bis will. O poor fouls! Do yom think it is
only Witchesthat exprefly Covenant with him » that are his mi-
ferable fervants ! Alas, it is yonalfo, if you do hiswill. For (if
you will believe either God or common reafon) [ 20 Whonms Jou

Jield your [elves fervants to obey | b [ervants Jon are to whom yous :

obey, whetber of fin #nto death orof obedience mnto rightesafnefs. ]
Rom. 6. 16. The godly themfelves were the fervants of fin, till
they obeyed fromthe heart the dostrine of the Lord, v.17. And
are you not come to fair preferment , to be the Devils drudges’s
Though he fhould cloath your Bodies with Parple amd fine linnen,
and feed you fumptuoufly every day, yetindeed you are no.bet-

ter, as the cafe of chac miferable man may tell you, Za#ke 16. It is

the greateft Bafenefs to have fo Bafe a Malter.
2. Anditisbutanignoble Bafe defignthat the ungodly carty
onintheworld. Whatisicbutto provide for , and pleafe their

fleth 2 It aimeth at nothingbeyond this life. And a beaft can

eat, and drink, and {leep, and play , and fatisfie his laft , asmuch
as they. A fwinecan cfrry, a gaouth full of ftraw to hislodging ,
and a bird ean build a neft for her young ones.. And what do un-
godly men more in the world ! whether Gentlemen or Beggars,
the flattered Gallants or the poor day-labourers , if they be noc-
fuch as firft feek Heaven , and liveto Ged, what do they buc
makea pudderin the world , about a little dircor fmoak ? and
find themfelves fomewhat to do that isnext to nothing, inftead of
thae for whichthey werecreated ; and bufie themfelvesabout
*otbing till their time is gone , and the night is come when none
“ ~ " an
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.can work ? If you wouldjudge of a mans Defigns , fore-fee his
Artasnments. 1f you can tellwhat Exd itis that they come to,
you may know how to judge of their snrentions and their conrfe.
Their corpfes you know, have no greater a Happinefs, (after a
few foolifh merry hours ) then to lie in the earth as filch or duft.
You can fee o Henonr attained zhere. It is a child indeed that
thinks a guilded Aonument over a rotten carkafe, isany greac
matter of Hononr or Benefirtoit, And if you look after the foul,
- ( by the profpeive of the Word of God ) alas, it goeth to f?_f
%grcatcr difhonour. And is thisit that worldlings make fuch a flic

or ¢

3. The werk alfo that they are employed in , is like the Defigd.
‘$in, which is the Bafeff thing in the world , is their employment.
The work of a Scullion, or the bafeft honeft trade you canima-
gine, isa thoufand times lefs difhonourable, then fis : Yet flat-
tered Gallants believe not this, when they can pleafe their flefh
without lofing the teputation of worthy Gentlemen ! Nor will
our common ungodly people be perfwaded of ir, thataremore
afhamed to be found praying then finning , and to be.called a
Puritanethen a Good-fellow or a Swearer + and that think they
are as good men as others,, when up to the ears in the drudgery
of the Devil : Asif the filth of fin were no difhonour to them,
which nothing but the Spirit and blood of Chrift is able to wafh
out. Thefe are the menthat Pax/ mentioneth with weeping,
Pbil. 3.18. that mind carthly things, who[¢God ss their bely, and
who glory intheir [hame. :

4. Moreover , it is a Bafe difpofition that ungodly men are
pofleffed with. Though their Natures are cffentially noble
as being the work of God, and capable of moft glorious things ;
yet have they made them Difpofitively Pile : They are flefhly-
minded , earthly-minded , ignorant of Heavenly things, not
favouring the things of the Spirit, but like the Serpent, crawling
on earth, and feeding onthe duft. Grafs 1s {weeter toa horle
then junkets ; anda little money or vain-glory is fweeterto a
flefhly mind then God and Glory, and all the treafures of Saints

-and Angels. A {wine never thinks of God or Heaven, but of his
ﬂfaf&-and ftie : Eafe , and good chear, and money, and the
at(tlery of men , are the God and the Heaven of fenfual men.
And are not thefe men of Bafe difhonourable fpirits ? Un-
worthy men ! might you have an Everlafting life, and will you
Prey
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preferre a few dayes flefhly pleafure ? As furely as you may

know the Bafenls of a fwine or dog by what they feed upon, {o
furely may you know the bafenefs of a carnal mind, by the bafe-
nefs of its defiresand delights.. e

5. Ttisalfoa Bafe Seciery that ungodly men are members of,
They areinthe Kingdom of darkgefs, Col, 1.13. Afts 26.18.
andaredeadin fin , inwhichthey Walk accerding tothe courfe of
the world , according to the Prince of the. power of the air , the
Spirit that mow Walketh in the children of difobedience, amoxg
whem they have thesr conver [ations, Epb.2. 1,2, 3. Devilsare their
invifible companions, and wicked men their vifible : but they have
none of the prefence and favour of the Lord, norany communi-
on with him in the {pirit, i /

6. Thegreateft Difbononr of theungodly is, that the God of
Heaven refufethto Honour them : yea be defpifeth them : yea
he difbonoureth them with moft contemptuous titles. And cer-
tainly God knoweth what he faith of them , and itisimpofiible
that he fhould dothem wrong. Yetdoth he call them the fied of
+he Serpens, that fand at enmity with his flock , Gens.3. 15, he
calls- them bss enemies , and accordingly will ufe them, Lrke
10. 27. He calls them Dogs and Swine, and the Children
of the Devil, Jobn 8. 44. Matsh. 7.6. They difhonoured
and defpifed him, and he will difhonour and defpife them,
and hath refolved that their very names fhall vor, P 2%

10, 7 : :
‘ 7.7But it is the Everlafting fiame that will tell us what was the.

Fononr of theungodly. When Chrift thallbe afhamed of them
before his Father and the Heavenly Angels , 2arth. 8.38. and.
thall tell them that he never knew them, Masth. 7. 23. When
all their former pomp and fplendour , will be turned into per-
petual fhame and forrows, then where is the Honour of the-
ungodly world ? Where then are their flatterers? Who boweth
to them , and calleth them Righs Hononrable and Right Wor[bip--
full any more > Where now are their fumptaous houfes and.
attendance ? Now they have other kind of fervitours ; and
other language , and other ufage then they had on carth. And

- the poor wretches that ftormed ac a faithful Minifter for fore--

telling thefe woeful changes to them, and fpeaking fo difho-
nourably of them, astotell them of their fin, areat laft fay--
Mm 2. 08
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ing an handred fold worfeof themfelves, then ever we did fay
againfl them. Then they fhall need none to call them fools,
and vile, and wretches , but their own Confciences, that will
{peak it out, and fpeak it again ten thonfand times, and never

be bribed to forbear. O how bafe a defpicable Generation will
the ungodly then be (' that now (peak fo ftoutly and look fo high)
when God' fhall everlaftingly frown them into contempt and
mifery , and the glorified Saints fhall look down upon them
without compaflion, even prafing the Juftice that for ever
doth torment them ! Then let the Kings and Nobles of the earth

maintain their antient Honours if they can : Or let them take
comfort in the remembrance of their former dreams : and

try whether this will be to them inftead of a drop of
water.

‘Well, Sirs, 1 have faithfully told you from the Word of God,
of the Hononr of the Godly, and the Bafene(s of the ungodly,
that you may be refolved, which is the Better part. If yet
you will not fee, you fhall fee and be afhamed , If4. 26.11L.
When yct have heard your laft and dreadful doom , and feen
the Lord make up his Jewels, then thall you difcern between the
Righteous and the wicked ; between him that ferveth God , and
bim thac ferveth him not, A44/. 3.17, 18.

'CHAP.
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CHAP, X,
Holine[s the moft Pleafant Way,

IHave proved beyond all reafonable contradi&ion thatHolinefs

is the Safe, the Honeft, the Profitable and the Honourable

ftate and courfe : But my hardeft task is yet to be done ; and that

is, to prove it the moft Pleafunt way. And the dificulty of this
is not at all from the maszer, but from the perfons with whom T
havetodo. For nothing is Pleafant unto men, but what is fura-
- bletotheir matures, and apprehended by them to be for their
good, or init fclf more excellent then their good. That is Plea-
[ant to one man that is Joathfom to another. As the food and
converfe is delightful to a beaft, that is loarhfoms and as bad as
deathto man : So one mans Pleafure is anothers Pain. Even

about the common matters of this life, variety of complexions,

educations, cuftoms, difpofitions, doth caufe a variety of affeQi-
ons; the difference between the fan&ified and unfan&ified, the
fpiritual and checarnal mind, doth caufe a greater contrariety.
It therefore the errour of wicked minds , or the diftema
per of your fouls, do make the Beff things feem the worf?, and
. the fweeteft things to feem moft Bizter, 'this is no confutation
of my Argament,that provesthe way of God/linefs moft Pleafant 1f
I would prove that wine is pleafanter then Vinegar or Bread then
dirt or affes, 1 mean niot to appeal to the appesites of the fick ;
It is the found and healthfn! that muft be judges. If a man wilt
fuffer his mind to be poffeffed with prejudice and bafe thoughts
of God himfelf, no wonder if he cannot love him, nor take any
delight in him: 2 ; G
And if men have a malignant enmity to Godlinefs, no reafon
will perfwade them that ie is moft pleafant, but what perfwades
them from that enmity.  No Reafon will perfwade a floathfut
perfon that Labour is better then {leepand idlenefs ; no Reafon.
will perfwade a drunkard, glucton, or voluptuous wretch, that
abftinence and continence are the fweeteft life. Could we
change their Hearts, we fbould change their Pleafures. Suchas
men are, fuch are their delights  But the thing thac ] undertake,
is, to ranifeft to any competent difeerner, that Holinefs is the woft
Mm 3 Pleafant
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Pleafant conrfe ; and that all the Pleafures of the Earth are No-
thing to the Pleafures which the Godly find in God, and in a
Holy life : and if any be not of this mind, it is becaufe his
fouls difeafes have made him an incompetent judge.And thatGed-
linefsis the Pleafant State of life, will appear to you, 1. From
the Nature of the thing it felf. 2. From the encouragements
?nq belps with which it is attended. 3. From the effe@s and
ruits,

I. The Nature of Holinefs is to be found, 1.In the Underftand-
ing, 2.In the will and affeGions, and 3.In the Pra&ice of mens
kives.And in all thefe I fhall thew you that it is the moft Delightfni

conrfe, ok Bui ] ~

x.f Knowledge initfelf isa pleafant thing to humane nature.
Jdgmeranceis the blindnefs of the fowl, It is. not fo pleafant for
the eyero bebold the fan, as for the mind of man to difcern the
trath  To Kuow Good and Ewil, had never been the matter of
fo ftrong a Tempration to Adam if Kaewledgehad not been very
defirable toinnocent nature. How hard do many even ungogily
gcrfons ftudy to know the myfleries of Nat#re ? And nothing

ath more firongly tempted fome wretches to witcheraft or
contracts with the Dews/, then a defire of kuewing mlrcwale'd
things, which by his means they have hoped to attaip. ; Af ’fd“'
oxs man hath far more #atural valusble Delight, in bis reading
and faecesful ftudies, then a ve/wprnons Epicurehathin his fenfua
al Delights. :

Bac it is a fpecial kind of Knowledge that Holinefs doth
( mitially ). confift in, which tranfeendeth in true Plealure
all the common wifdom of the worid : For »

I. How Pleafant a thing muft it needs be to _’Q.”W* things of [o
higha Natyre ? To koow the Almighty, Living God : to be-
bold his wifdom, goodnefs and power, in his glorious works,
t0 be Jed to him by all the Creatures, and hear of him by every
Providence, and find his Holy Bleffed Name in every leaf of his
facred word, how fweet and pleafant a thing is this] To know
the Divine Nature, Perfons, Attributes, and Will, to know the
®yltery of theIncarnation, of the perfon, natures, undertaking.

crformance of the bleffed Mediator Jefus Chrift, to know his

_xrth,_ hxsliﬂ;,tcmprations, conguefts, his righteon{nefs, his holy
tine and example, the Law and promife, the Law of Nature,
and the Covenant of Grace, the fufferings, Refarretion, affcien-_
N : : On’
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fion, glorification and interceflion of our Lord? to know his
'Kingdom, Laws, and Government, and his Judgement, with his
Rewards and punifhments ; to know the fanCtifying works of

the Holy Ghott, by which we are ptepared for evetlaiting life s

and to know thaclife (though but by faith ) for which we are
here prepared, how high and pleafant a thing is this ! If it be
pleafant to know the courfe of nature, in thofe higher parts
that are above the vulgar reach, what is it to know the God of
Natnre,and the true afeand End of Nature 3 Whathigh things
doththe pooreft Chriftian know ? He knoweth the things that
are invifible, : ,

Think not that faish is fo void of Evidence as not to deferve
the name of Kyowledge : We Kuowthe things which we do &e-
dieve.  Nicodemsus could fay from the Evidence of Miracles K
Joh.3.2. We know that thou ars & Teacher come fromGod : for no
man conld do thefe miracles that thou doff, exccept God be with bim.]
Job. 9.29. We know thar God fpake roe Mofes, ] fay the Jews,
We kxow that the Scripture teftimony is true, 7ob. 21, 24.
2 Cor. 5. 1. We know (evenby believing ) thas if this earthly
boufe of onr tabernacle were diffolved, we bave a building of God,
an boufe nor made with bands, eternal in the heavens | 1 Joh. 3. 2.
We know that whenwe fall appear,we foall be like bims, for we
Joall fee him as be s ] Joh.14.20. At that day ye foall kpow
#hat'lam inmy Father,and you in me, and Iiv you | we know
that noWhoremonger ar fuch-like  fag inberis erernal life, Eph,
5. 5. Weknow thatodly Labonr # not in wain in thy Lord, 1 Cor,
15. §8. Many fuch paffages of Scripture tefl us, that Faith is a
certain Knowledge,and that Invifible things revealed by God, are
certainly known. We know what Saints and Angels are nsw do-

ing inthe higheft heavens: for God hathze/d us. We ksow the -
moft high and glorious things revealed by God, which we never -

faw. Andisnot the Pleafure of fuch knowledge greater then
the Pleafure of all the wealth, the honour and fenfual enjoy-
ments in chis world ! T durft almoft reter the cafe to one of you
thatare moft befooled by your own fenfuality. If you. could go
to morrow and meet with a fus/ from Heaven, ot with an eAfngel,
that could cell you what Zegore, of fonls,and what is done in ano~
ther world, Would you not racher goe to fuch a conference, then
g0 as far to a drinking, or abowling, or fome fuch recreation ?
Lthink you would, if it were but 1o fatisfie your __mriOﬁr]da;‘d

e 2 “defire

-

SOTERERN 3 T

O oty e T N W S N Nl



172" A Saint or & Bruse, Pare I1.

defire of Knowing, Why then fhould not the fervants of Chrift
more Delight, in the reading and hearing the words of Chrift,
that came from the bofome of the Father, that bath feen God,
and 4 with God, and i God bim[elf, that telleth them more cer-
tainly of the Invifible things then any Saints or Angels can tell
them ? Why fhould not this, I fay be fweeter to them,thenall the
flefhly pleafures in the world > O that I could know mere of God,
“and more of the myftery of Redemption,even of an obedient,cru-
cified, glorified Chrift ; and more of the invifible world, and of th_c
bleffed ftate of fouls, on conditionI left all the Pleafures of this
world, to fenfual men ! O that Ihad more clear and firm ap-
prehenfions of thefe tranfcendent glorious things ! How eafily
could I fpare che Pleafures of the flefh, and leave thofe husks to
fwine to feed on? O could my Soul get nearer God, and be more
irradiated with his heavenly beams, my mind would need no
other recreation, and I fhould as little relifh carnal Pleafures, as
carnal minds do reliththe heavenly delights.As eartl}ly zhing_sarc
poor and low, fo is the knowledge of them. As things fpiritual
and heavenly are High and Glorious, myfterious and profound,
the knowledge of them is accordingly Delighful [ A#4 y\;itbagt
controver fie great 7s the myftery of Godline[s y God was manifeft in
the flef, juftificd in the [piris, feen of Angels, preached to the
Gentiles, belscved onin the world, received up into glory, 1 Tim.
3.16. Faith is the Evidence of things nor [een, Heb.11.1. Itis far :
pleafantex by faith to fee the Lord, then to fee any Crea-
ture by the eye of flefh : and fweeter by faith to fee Hea- ¢
ven opened, and there behold our Glorified Lord, then to fee 8
a horfe-race, or ftage-play, or any of the foeleries of the
world.
2. The knswledge of things 2o Come is fpecially defired, and
Godline[s containeth that Faith which knoweth things 2. come.
How glad would men be to be told what fhall befall them to the
laft hour of their lives? The woman of Samaris Joh. 4. called
out her neighbours with admiration to fee Chrift, as one that
bad told her all that foee bad done : But if he had told her all
that ever the wonld do, for the time to come,. andall that ever
g:;z:Id befali her, it might bave aftonifhed her much more.
dl cht,g know what barh been even before the world was made,
And bow I was made,and what hath been fince then,and they know

Wiaas wikbe 10 al cternity. A true Belsewer knows from Scri-
: : : pture,
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pture, whither mens Souls go after death , w thei :
thall be raifed again , andghow Chrift wialln gf&?tih}gfé’dﬁ
world, and who fhall thenbe juftified , and who. fhall bcgc;n-
.demned : and what fhall be the eafe of the godly and the wngods
toalieternity. And is it not more Pleafant to know thefe thi%gs']
then to poffefs all the vain delights of the earth ? Can the ﬂeﬂ:
afford you any thing fo delightful ? )
~ 3. Elpecially , it is defireable and Pleafant to Know thofe
things that mof concern us : Needlefs fpeculations and curioficies
we can fpare : There isa Knowledge that brings more pain then
pleafure ; Yea thereis a Knowledge that will torment. But to
know our own affairs, our greaseft and moft neceffary affairs ; to
know our threatened mifery to prevens i, and to know our offer-

ed Happinefs to obrain it 5 to know our Portion, our FHononr, our
% ;

God, what can be more Pleafant o the mind of man ! Other mens
matters we can pafs by : But toKnow fuch things concerning
our ows fouls , as what we muft be and do for ever, and whac
courfe we muft take to be everlaftingly happy , muft needs be a
fealt to the mind of a wife man. Ask but a foul that is haunted
with temptations to unbelif , whether any thing would be more
welcome to him, then the clear and fatisfying apprehenfions of a
lively faith 2 Ask one that Iyeth in tears or groans, through the
feelmg of their fin, and the fears of the wrath of God, and
doubtings of his love, whether the fatisfying Knowledge of pat-
don, and reconciliation , and divine accepranee , would not be
more pleafant to them , then any of your merrimentscan be to
you ? Ask that poor foulthat hath loft the apprehenfion of his
" Evidences of grace, and walksin darknefs, and hath no light ,
that fecks,and cryes, and perceives no hearing, whether the dif-
covery of his Evidences, the affurance that his Prayers are accept-
ed, and the light of Gods countenance fhining on him, would
not be Better to him then any Recreation, or any Pleafurethe
carthaffords. Ask any manatthe hour of death, thatisnot a
block, Whether #ow the Knowledge of his falvation would not
be Berter and more Pleafant to him, then all cheluft, or fport, or
honour; of the world,
4. TheKnowledge of the B, and Foyfalleff mattters, muft be
the Beft and Pleafanteft Knowlﬁige. i\{)d nonhing can l,ve Better
then God and Glory. Nothing can be fweeter then [alvation 5 and

therefore this mult be the fweereft Knowledge, 1had rather have
| N n * s the
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the pleafwre of one hoars clear and lively Knowledge of my
falvation , and of the fpecial Love of God , then to be exalted
above the greateft Prince , and to haveall the Pleafures that my
fenfes can defire. The Delights of the fleth are bafeand bru-
tith , and nothig to the fpiritual Heavenly Delights of the re-
newed mind. ;

5. The manner of our Holy Knowledge, makethic more De-
lightful. 1:1tisa Certain and Infallible Knowledge. It isnot
a [ maybe] , or bare poffibility It is not, It is peffible there.
may be a Heaven and Happine[s hereafter » But itis as traeas the
Wordof Godistrue : We have his oWn band, and feal, and earncf:
for it : Even his precions promifes, andoarh, confirmed by wi-"

waclss, ‘and fulfilled-prophecy , andbearing his own image and
fuperfeription, and fhining to us by its own light : We bavein
our hearts the fpiris whichis Gods earneft, by ‘which we are fealed
up rothe day of our final full redemption. Andif the foul yet
fagser at the promife of God through the remnants of unbelief,
that fhall not make the promife of ‘God of none effect ; but his
foundation fhall fill fand fure : His word fhall not pafs il all
be fulfilled, though heaven and earth fhall pafs away. A me;ifag_c
by one that were fent to us from the dead , were not more credi-
bie chen the Word of God. And this Certainty of Holy Faith
and Knowledge is a very great contentment to the foul. When
the Glory of theSaintsisa thing as fure as if we faw it with
our eyes, and as fure as thefe things which we daily fee; itis a
great pleafure to the foul, whenit can but apprehend this joyful
Certasnty. ; : ‘

2. And that there isa certain eafinefs and plainne[s in the grear
-and neceffary points of faith , as to the manner of Revelation,
doth add much to Fusth’s, Satéifaltion and Delight. The points
that /ife and death lie on, are not left fo obfcure as might perplex-
us . left we did not know the meaning of them. But they are fo
Plasr, that hethatruns may read them ; and the fimple, that are -
but honeft-hearted ; may certainly underftand chem : Which.
guiety, and pleafeth, and fatisfies the mind. :
'ares'ééend yet there is an exciting Diffienity in many things_ t,hﬂ_t ;
frudies tgfd to our Knowledge , which doth but make our Toly.
R v emqre de_hgh_tful: If the Word of God were fo plaig
andebvsoms to all, that it might be all underftood at the firft read-
378 , the plainnefs wonld bring our Sacred Knowledge into con-

G RS tempr,
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tempe , as beingan eafie common thing. Things common and

“eafily got, arclittlefetby : But when the plainnefs is fuchas

may prevent osr defpair and diffatisfaétion | and yec che Difficulry
fuch, thatit may holdusin fudy , and prevent onr contempt | ie
makes the moft delightful Knowledge. Itis Pleafant to find fome

daily addition to our Light, and to be onthe gaining and thriving -

hand, and this upon our diligent fearch : Succeffrs are as plea-
fant as a prefent fulnefs of fupplies : The daily bleffing of God
upon our ftudies , and humblelearning, addeth to our delight.
So that all this fet together, may fhew you how pleafant a thing
itis to havethe Knowledge of a Saint.

Efpecially if youadd that he hath an Experimental , and fo a

[weerer Knowledge, then the moft learned men have that are un-
godly. He hathzaffed that the Lord is graeious, and he hath
rafted the {weetnefs of his Love, and of all the Riches of his

Grace in Chrift | and of hisfull and precious promifes , and of

the inward powerful workings of his {piric. His experimental
Knowledgeis the moft Delightful Knowledge. ‘
The Pleafure of Natural Knowledge is great, but the Pleafare
of faving Knowledge is much greater. 1do not believe that ever
any of the Ambitious troublers of the world, that let go Heaven
that they may Rule on Earth, have half the Pleafare in their

Greatnefs and ufurped Dignities, as an boweft Studens hath in his

Baoks, and ftudious exercifes and fuccefles : But if you compare
the Pleafures of their Greatnefs and Commands , with the Plea-
{ure of a truc Believing fowl, in his life of Faith, and fweet fore-
thoughts of his Heavenly Inheritance, I muft plapnly tell youthat
we difdain the comparifon. AgainIfay, thatif you will com-
pare the Drunkards, the Fornicators, or the Ambmoufs-or Cove-
toustans delight,with the folace that I find in my revived fFudics,

even about zasural common things, Idifdainthe comparifon’: |

But if you comparetheir Pleafure, With that lictle, ala_s too little,
pleafure that I find in the believing thoughts of Life Eter-
nall, I do not only difdain your comparifon , but de-
teft ie. e : ;
Were Iminded to be long,T would fhew you from thefe twelve
particular Inftances., the abundant Pleafure of ‘Holy Kuow-
ledge. 03 et
< §, What a Pleafant thing is it to know the Lord , the Eternal
God, in hisbleffed Attributes ! The dimmeft glimmering Know-
ok Nn 2 v fedge
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ledge of God, is better then the clearelt Knowledge of all the.
myfteries of nature. ;

2. How Pleafant is it te know the works of his Creation ? How,
and why, and when he madethe world, and all that ischerein ?

3. How Pleafant is it to know the blefled Son of God, and to-
behold the face of his Fathers Love that isrevealedin him as his
fulleft Image ?

4. How Pleafant is it to know the Law and Gofpel : the Mat-
ter and the Method : the litceral and fpiritual fenfe : to fee there
the mind and will of God : and to fee our Charter for the Hea~
venly Inheritance; and read the Precepts, and the Promifes, and
the Examples of the faith and patience of the Saints 2 :

5. How Pleafant is it to know the Heavenly operations of the
Holy Ghoft , and the nature and a&ion of his feveral Graces,
and the ufes of every one of them to our fouls; and efpe--
c;]ally to find them in our felves, and to be skilled in ufing
them ?

6. How Pleafant is it to know the nature and frame of the
Church of Chrift which is his Body, and to know the difference
and ufe of the feveral members? To underftand the office of the
Miniftry, and why Chrift hath fet them in the Church , and how'
much love he hach manifefted therein : that they fhould preach
tous, and offer us Reconciliation in hss mame and flead , 2 Cor.
5.19. and marry ss wnto Chrift in Baptifm , receiving usin his
name into the Church and holy Covenant : and that in hés name
and ffead they fthould deliver us his body and bleod , and abfolve
the pesitent finner from his fins, and deliver him a fealed pardon,
and reccive the returning humbled foul into the Church of Chrift
and Communion of the Saints /

7. How Pleafant is it to know the nature and ufe of all Chrifts
Ordinances : The excellencies of his Holy Word : the ufe of
Baptifm, and the refrefhing, frengthening ufe of the Supper of
the Lord : theufe and benefit of Holy prayer, and ‘praifes,, and
*hankfgiving, and Church-order, and all parts of the Communion
of the Saints /

- Yea thereisa holy Pleafure in knowing out very fs and
folly. Wehen God bringetha finner to bimfci;f 5 thoughyhic finbe
e ey tl? him, yet to know the fin is Pleafant ; and therefore he
prayeth that God would fhew him the bottom of hisheart, and

e moftfecret or odious of bis fins,

9 And
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o. Anditis Pleafant to a Chriftianto ksow his Dary, Tt very

much quieteth and delighteth his mind ; when be can but &nomw-

" what is the will of God: When the way of Duty is plain before

him, how chearfully can he go on, whatever meet him? and how -

eafie doth it make his labour and his fuffering ?

10, Yeaitis Pleafunt toa Belicver to underftand his very dan--

ger : Though the Danger it {elf be dreadful to him, vet to kn
it, that he may avoidir, is his defire and his delight.’ Y s

11. And how Pleafasrisitto underftand all the Helps, En-

contragemenrs and Comforts that God hatb providedfor us in our

way ? and how many moreare for us, then againft us? :
-12. Butabeveall, how Pleafant is it to kwowby faith, the life

that we muft live with God for ever ? and what he will do for

us to all eternity , in the performance of his. holy Cove-

nant.
I do but briefly name thefe Inftances of Delightful Knowledge,

which are fweeter to the holy foul then all the Pleafures of fin

totheungodly. Do you think that any of you hath fuch folid
Pleafure in your fins, ‘as David had in the Law of God, when he
meditated init with fuch delight, and faith, How/(weet 75 it tomy
mouth 2 even (Weeter themthe boney and the bony-comb. Surely you
dare not compare with him in Pleafures.

. 2. Another part of Holinefsthat is Pleafantin the Nature of
i, is that which is fubjected in the bears.or affeétions. And hereis
the chiefeft of its fweetnefs and delights. ’

1. The very compliance of the #wili with the Will of God, and

its Conformity to hisLaw, doth carry a quieting Pleafurein ir.
That foul is happye/t that is neareft God, and likef? to him ;and thaz
foul may well be falleft of Delsght, thatis moft Happy : And thac
foul is neare[t and like ff usto God, whofe #7ill is moft conformed to
bis Will : Thetrouble of the Heart isits unfettlednefs, whenitis
not bottomed on the Will of God : When we feel that Gods
Will doth Rale and [asisfie us, and that we would fain be what he
would have us be, and 7eft in his Difpofing Will,as well as abc]:hls
Gt’lom{ma’nding ‘'Will, this gives abundant Pleafure and quietnefs to
the foul. :

2. Theholy workiargs of Charity in the foul, are exceed-
ing Pleafant. Allthe :
This is the holy work, that is its own wages.

3. The Laweof God s o freetan exercife, that verily.my fom}

n 3;;

s of Love to God and man are very fweet..
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had ratherbe employed in it with fenfeand vigour, then to be
Lord of all the earth, O could I but be takenup with the Love
of God; how eafily could I fpare the Pleafnre of thefleh? Mighe
1 but fee the Laovelinefs of my dear Creatof, with a clearer view ;
and fee his glory in his rioble works ; Might 1 but fee and feel
that faving Love which he hath manifeited in the Redeemer, till
my foul were ravifhed and filled with his Love, how little fhould
1 care who had the Pleafures of this deceitful world ! Had I
more of that bleffed fpirit of Adoption,and more of thofe filial
affetions to my heavenly Father, which his unutterable Love
befpeaks , and were I more fenfible of bis abundant mercy, and
did my foul but breath and long after him more earneitly, I
would picty the miferable Tyrants of the world, that are worfe
then Beggars while they - domineer, and talt not of that
Kingdom of Love and Pleafure that dwelleth in my- breaft. All
the Pleafures of the world, are the laughing of amad man, Or the
fports of a child, or the dreamsof a fick man, in comparifon of
the Pleafures of the Love of God. : )

2. And the Love of Holinefs, the Image o God hath, its de-
gree of Pleafure.  And fo hath the Love of 'the Holy fervants
of the Lord. There is a fweetnefsin the foul in‘its gOINGS out
after any Holy obje&, in fpiritual Love. Yea more, our very
common Lowe of men, and our Lowe of Enemics, hath 1ts pro-
portion of pleafure, far better then the fenfual Pleafure of the
ungodly. To feel fo much of the operations of grace, -
and to anfwer our holy pattern, in Loving them that hate
us, doth give much eafe and pleafure to the mind. The ex-
eraifes of Love to Godand man, and that for his fake, are the
exceeding Pleafure of agracious foul. 32

And bere by the way, you' may take notice of one reafon
why Hy pocrices and ungodiy men find no fuch {weetnefs in the
exercifes of Religion ; Becaufe they let alone the swward Plea~
[ant work_of Love, whicliis the foul and life’ of Outward duty:
This jnward work is the Pleafant work : while they ar€
ﬁerangcrs unto this, their outward duties will be bur a toil, and
- 'efghgdf‘l}dgery ora_wearyfome employment. e -

: feelerh?i:‘sj & Plea[nre even in Roly Defires When aycxmfhan'
Church Sfé&rfenlarged, in longing after the wellfare of the
SAhine a;_n_ the good of others. Though the abfence of the
it efired be a trouble, yet the exercifc of holy defire,
= . B . { which
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( which isan a& of Love ) is pleafant to ws. 1If the Lafifs
have a pleafure in their wile Defires, and the Ambitions and she
Covetons have a pleafnre in their vain and delnfory defires the

wife well-guided defires of a true believer muft needs be plea. -

fant.

the Pleafures of this world, are - far fhort of affording thatv
Reft and quiet to the foul, asthe Hepe of Glory doth to the be-
liever. O happy foul that is acquainted by experience, with
the lively Hopes of the everlalting Happinefs ! It is not the
Hope of ‘corruptible Riches,nor of afading inheritance, but of

the Crown that fadeth not, and of the precious, certain, dura- -

bie treafure / Itis nota Hope inthe promife of a deceitful man,

but in the word of theeverliving God ! The foul that hath this -

Anchor, needs not be toffed with thofe fears and cares and
anxieties of mind, that worldly men are fubje to. . This Hope
will never make themafhamed. If a man were in a confumpi--
‘on, or fentenced to Death, would not the Hopes of Life, upon

certain Grounds, be pleafanterto him, then fport, or mirth, or-

luftful obje&s, or any fuch prefent fenfitive delights? Much
more if with the hopes of Life,hehadthe hopes of all the felici-
ties of Life, and of the perpetmiry of all thefe ? O may I but
be enabled by faith to lift up the eye of my foul to God, and
wiew theevetlalting manfions.and by hope to take poffeflion of
them, and fay, Allthis is mine in Title, evenupon the Promife of
-thefaithful God ! what greater Pleafure can my foul poflefs
+till it enter on the full Pofleflion of thofe eternal Pleafures ! (5
poor deluded worldly men ! What is the Pleafure of your

4. Efpecially when Defire is acéompamied with Hope. A.u ;

wealth to this? O bratith finners ! what is the Pleafure of

.-yourmirth and jollity, your meat and drink, your pride and
bravery, yourlaft and filthine(s in comparifon of this ! O poor
Ambitious dreaming men , that make fuch a flir for the Honour

and Greatnefs of this world / What is the Pleafure of your -

Idol-honour, and fhort vainglory in comparifon of this ! while
you have it, you have no Hope of Keeping it : youare troubled

with the thought of leavingit: Had we no higher Hopes then

yours, how miferable fhonld we be 2- o
§. The Truft andrepofe of the foul on God, which isanother

parc of thelife of grace, isexceeding Pleafans and guiesing to-

: tht foul. Tofind that weftand upon a Roek , and that underus

ﬂ?‘g- 2,
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are the everlafting arms, and that we have fo full fecurity for our
falvation, as the promifc and Qath of the immutable God, what
a ffay,whata Pleafnre is this to the Believer? The troubles of
the godly are moft from the remnants of their unbelief : The
more they believe, the more they are comforted and eftablithed :
The life of faithis a Pleafant life, Faith could not conquer fo
many enemies, and carry us through fo much fuffering and
diftre(s, as you find in that cloud of teftimonies, Heb. 11. if it
were nota very comfortablework. Even we that fee not the
falvation ready to be revealed, may yet greatly rejoyce, for all
the manifold temptations, that for a feafon make us fabject to
fome heavynefs, 1 Per. 1.5, 6. And we that fee not Fefus Chrift,
yet Belicving canlove bim and rejoyce with joy urnfpeakable and
fullof glory, v.8. TheGod of Hope doth fometimes fill bis fer-
vants with all ?o] and peace in believing, and makes them even
abonnd in Hope through the Power of the Holy Ghoft , Rom.
15.13. '

6. Yea Foy is it felf a part of the Holy qualification of the
Saints, and of the renewed ftate that grace hath brought them
1BLO.  For the Kingdom of Ged confifeth as in Rigbteoufnefl,_ﬁ’
3n Peace and Foyin the Holy Ghoft, Rom. 14, 17. Believers reccive
mot the [pirit of bendage againto fear,thatis, theyarenot under

the bondage of the Law, nor have the firir or fate of mind
which is fuited to thofe Legal impofitions and terrible commina-

tions : but they havereceived the (pirit of Adoption by Which they
¢ry Abba father, that is, As they are brought under a more
gracious difpenfation, and a better Covenantand promifes, and
God is revealed to them in the Gofpel as a Receonciled Father
through his fon, fo dothhe treat them more gently as reconci-
led children | and the fpiric which anfwereth this gracious Cove-
nant, and is givenus thereupon, doth qualifie us with a child-like
difpofition, and caufe us with boldnefls, Love and confidence, to
<all God Father, and fly to him for fuccour and fupply, in allour
dangersand neceflities. Andhow Pleafantit muft be to a be-
Yieving foul, to have this fpiric of Adoption, this childlike Love
and confidence, and freedom with the Lord, methinks you
?{;_g:t_cqn)e&ure, thoughits fenfibly known by them only that
&c’ :)i‘;;hGal. S« 22. The fruitof the [pirit is Love, foy, Peéce,
be . en the_ word is firlt received by Believers, though it may
Cn much “ffliétien, through the perfecutions and crofs thag
\ atten
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attend the Gofpel, yet is it ordinarily i,;*;/,gf Zoj of the Holy
Gheft, 1 Thef, 1.6. The Holy Ghoft is the Comforter of true
Believers: Andif he havetaken it upon him as his work, he

_will furely doit, in the degree and feafon fitieft for them. And

if Joy it felf be part of the flate of Grace and Holinefs, you
may fee that it is the moft delightful Pleafant courfe.

7. Yea that we may havea Pleafant and comfortable life, the
Lord hath forbsdden our diftralting cares and fears and donbts,
and our inordinate forroWs ; and commanded us o caff our care on
bim, and promifed to care for us, 1Pet.§.7. and he hath bid us

be carefnl for nothing, but in all things make onr. wants known te -

bim,Phil. 4. 6. And can there be a courfe of life more Pleafant
then that which doft confift infaith, and Love, and hope, and
Joy, thatsbuilc on God, and animated by him, and that ex-
cludeth inordinate cares and forrows, as healch. doth fick-
nefs 2 where it is unlawful to be wiferable and to grieve our
felves,and no forrowis allowed us, but that which tendeth to
our joy; whereit ismade our work to Rejoyce in the Lord, yea
always to Rejoyce, Phil. 4. 4. A fervant or tradefman will judge
of the pleafure of hislife by his work. If his work be a drudge-

vy, his life is tedious and filled wich grief : If his work be Plea-

fant, his life is Pleafant. Judge then by this of a Holy life. Is it

care, and fear, and anguifh of mind that God commandethyou 2

no: itisthefe that he forbiddeth. [ Cure mot : Fearnar ] areehis
injunctions, I(x. 35. 4. & 41.10. Do you fear Reprodch ? Why,
you do it contrary to the will of God, who biddeth you, [ Fear
wot the reproach of men, 1fa. §1.7.7] Do you fear the power and
rage of enemies? Whyitis contrary to your Religion fote do:
God biddeth you, Fear themnot, 1a. 43,5, 13, 14. & 44.2,8.
Do you fear perfecution or death from the hands of cruel vio-

. Yence? why it is contrary to the will of God that youdo fo,
- Matth. 10. 26, 28, 31. Fear not them which killthe body, 8c.’]

O blefled life! where all that is-againft usis forbidden:and all-chdt
is truly Joyous and delightful, and neceffary to make us bappy,

iscommanded us, and made our duty « which is contraty to mi-.

fery, zs life to death, and 25 light to darkpefs, Come hither
poor deluded finners that fly from care, and fear and forrow :
If you will but give vp your felves to Chrift, you thall be ex-
empted fromall thefe, excepr fuch as'is néceflary to your joy-

»Ygu may do any thing, if you will be the fervants of the Lord,

Qo . “eXcepr
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exeept that which tendeth to your own and other mens calamity.
Come hitherall you that call for pleafure, and love nolife but a
life of mirth. Let Godbe your mafter, and Holine(s your work.,
and Pleafure then fhall be your bufinefs : and holy Mirth fhall
be your employment ; While you ferve the flefh, your pleafure
is fmall, and your trouble great : wexation is your work, and :
un[peakable vexationis your wages. Butif you will be the hearty

fervants of the Lord, Rejoyeing fhall be your work and Wages :

If you underf{tand not this, perufe your leffon, Pfal. 33.1. Re-

joyce in the Lord O ye Righteons, for Praife c?melj for the

npright,]] Plal. 07. 11,12, Lightis [own for the righteons, and *
gladnefs for the upright in hears : Rejoyce in the Lord ye Righote-
ons : andgive thanks atthe vemembrance of his hslinefs. ] Phil,
3. 1. Plal.§. 11, [ Let all thofe that truft in thee rejoyee : et
them ever fhont for joy  becanfe thon defendeff them : let them alfo
that Lowe thy name, be joyfnl in thee. | Plal.32. 11. Be glad in
the Lord, andrejoyce yerighteons, and foont for ja]_ozlljc that arj
#pright in beart. ) Plal. 132. 9. 16. [ Let thy Pricfts be cleathe

with Righteonfnefs,and let thy Saints [bont for joy : 16. 1 will.
alfa cloath ber Pricfts with [alvation, and his Saints foall ogad
aloudfor joy ] fuch precepts and promifes abound in Seripture,
which tell you if you will bé Saints indeed, that Joy and gladnefs

-muft be your /ife and werk. 1know obje&ions will be ftirring

in your minds : Burt forbear them but a while, and I fhall fully
anfwer themanon. 3
2. 1 have told you wherein the Jeward part of Holirtels is De=
fightfal; 1 fhall bricfly fhew yon that the Ourward part alfo is
very Pleafant,and fit to feed thefe inward joys. And 1. let us
view the Duties that are mose dire@ly to-be performed unto-
God :and 2. The works of charity and righteoufnefs unto men,
1. How fweetis it to be exercifed in the word of Ged ? In
hearing or reading it with ferious meditation ? For the man
that hath been revived by ir, renewed, fan&ified, faved by it, to
hear that powerful heavenly truth, by which his foul was thus
made new ! For the foul thatis in Love with God, to hear or

- Tee his bleffed name, on everyleaf ! to read his will, and findthe

?P’e‘ﬁqt{s of his Love, his grear, eternal, wonderous love, how:
fw;et this is experience tells the. Saints that feel it : If you that
eel 00 fiveetnefs in it,believe not them that fay they feelit,at leaft
the word of God,and the profeffions of hisancient Sain[ tsi, :
: ; : Plal.




