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the beginning of that which mult there be petpetuated.  Death
eannot kill the joys of a believer : the grave fhall not bury
them : millions of ages fhail not end them! Here they may be
interrupeed, becaufe che pleafed face of God may be _ecclipfed,
and {in and Satan may caft malicious doubt into our minds ; and
the neighbourhood of the fleth will force the mind to particie
pate of its fufferings. But ftill God will keep their comforts alive,
at leaft inthe root ; and help them in the a&, aswehave need
of them and’are fit for them: And in the world of Joy for which
be is preparing us , our Joy fhalibe perfc&ed, and never have
interruption or end. Holy«Feftivals, and Ordinances, and fweet-
¢it Communion of Saints, and deareft Love of trueft friends, and
perfe@ healchand profperity in the world, and all other com-
tores fer togecher, that this world affords, are but fhort emblems
and fmall fore-taftes of the Joyes which the face of God will
afford us, and we fhall have wich Chrift, his Saints and Angels, ro
all eternity, ~
But fenfual Pleafuresare of fo flort continnance, that they are
gone before we feel well that webhave them.  The drunkard, che
glutton, the fornicator, the gamefter are drinking but a fugered
cup of poyfon : and merrily fowing the feeds of everlafting for-
Xow: Satanis but fcracching them (as the butcher fhaves the
throat of the fwine) before be kill them: One quarter of an
hour ends the pleafure and leaves a damp of fadnefsin its room: .
He that hath had 40, or 5o, years pleafures hath no relifh of it
when it is paft; buc it is as if it bad never been : and much
- worfe.-He that hath fpent a day, or moneth, oryear in Pleafure,
bath no moreatnight, or at the yearsend, when itis gone, then
he that fpent that time in forrow. - The bonesand duft of thou-
fands lie now in the Church-yard, that have tafted many a {weet
cup and morfel, and have had manya merry wanton day : ‘And
are they now any better for it, then if they had never known it ?
Andare nocthe poor and forrowful there their equals? And
doubtlefs their fouls have as litcle of thofe pleafaresas cheir duft,
In Heaven they are abhorred : 7n Hed they are turned inco
tormenting flames, and remembred as fuel for the devouring -
£funk hereare G/uttons, but no more good cheer : There are
e h‘:}?’;lbt}t no.more drink : There are Fornicators, but no
o R fn eafures : There are the playful wafters of their
=R T0Re fpors and recrearion ; There are the vain-glori-
,‘ ous,
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ous, proud, ambitions fouls , but not in glory, honour and
renown ; but their afpiring hath caft them into the gulf of
amifery, and their pride hath covered them with utter confufion,

and their glory is turned to their endlefs fhame. Thofe that
are now overwhelmed with the wrath of God, and fhut up un-
der defperation, are the fouls that Zarely wallowed here in the
delights of the flefs, and enjoyed for a feafon the pleafures of
fin; and now what fruit have they of all their former feeming
happinefs? He that is feafted and gallantly adorned and attended

to day, is crying for a drop of water in vain to morrew, Luk 16, -

23,24, 25,26. Chrifttells youthe gain of earthly riches, and
theduration of earthly pleafures, to the ungodly, Luk.6. 24.25.
[ Woe to you that are rich, for you bave received your confolation :
Woe to you that are full, for you foall hunger : woe ro yosthat langh
noW, for you fhall monrn and weep. ) thatis, You that live a fer-
fuallife,and take up your pleafure and felicity here, fhall find
that all will end in forrow. But [ &leffed are” ye that hunger

“mow, for ye foall ‘be filled 2 blcffed are yo that weep now for ye

Joall langh, v.21. that is, You: that are conténted to pafs
through forrows and tribulation on ecarth, to the Kingdom
where you have placed your happinefs and hopes, fhall find that
your forrows will end in joys and therefore you are bleffed
while you feem miferable to the' world, Job. 16, 20. [ 7¢ pall

weep and Lament - bt the world foall rejoyee : and ye hall be

Jorrowful, bur your forrow fhall be twurmed into j3y.7 v.22.
L Now you have forrow : bus I Will fec you aguin, and yonr

beart foallrejoyce, ani your joy:no man taketh from yon] We

havea conftant intereft in the Foutain of all Joy 'y and if “our
fun be clouded, it is but for a moment: [ Onr maker: 4 onr
Husband s the Lordef hofts 15 bis name and our Redecwmer the
holy one of 1fracl ; the God of the whols earth 3 ——= For- afmall
moment may he forfake ns, but with great mercy Will he gavher us 2

“Inalittlo wrath be may hidé bis face from s for a mowent’y bt

with everlafting kindnefs will be bave ‘mercy on #s , [aith the

.~ Lord osir Redeemer. — As he [Wore that the Waters of Noah fhould

o more goe over the earth, fo hath he [worn that be will not be

‘wroth withhis people, nor rebuke them, - For the monntains. [bakt
déparr,and thehills hall be removed ; bus his kindnefs [oall 5ot
depart. fram ws, wor. the-covenant: of bis pedse be removed, faith
the Lord, that hath mercy on'us 17 1Ma.54. 5, to19e [ For:hss
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anger endureth bat for a moment : in bisfavortr is life s Weepng
may cndure for a night, but joy cometl in the morming. ] P[al-305-
Storms may-arife that may affright us : but how quickly will they
all be over 2 [ Come my pesple ( faith the Lord, Ifa. 26. 20.)
enter into thy chambers, and Poutthy doorsabour thee : hide thy fetf
’!“:[;tj were for.a little momen,, wntill the indignation be overs
Pip = 3 % )
And as the momentanyforrow of the Godly 'is forgottenin
everlafting Joy , {o the Joy of the wicked is but for a moment ,
and is drowned in everlatting forrows. Job 20.4,5, 6,7, 8,9.
L Knoweftshon net thes of -old, [ince man was plased upon carth ,
That the triumphing of the wicked is fhart, and the Fayof the brypo-
criteds bat foramement 2 Thongh his excellency mownt #p rolthe
beavens, andhis bead reach nuto the clonds 5 yet -he fhall perifh for .
ever bike hisown dung = They which have feen loim [ball fay, Where
s he 2 He fpall flic away as adyeam, and fhall not be found : Tea he.
Ahallbe chafedaway as a vifion of the aight v ithe eye alfo which [aw
bimyfoall fee himnomares neither fhatl ‘hisplace any more behold
bim. ) Fob 21,12, 13. [ Theytake the Timbrell and Harp s and
wejoyce at the found of the Organs: they [pend their dases inwealth,
wwd in a moment go down to the grave. ] Py £
L -Tewould grieve a -confiderate /béliever to look-en a \wcxﬁ‘.“'y
denfuat gallant,in theymidft of hisvain-glory, orany unfarictifi-
#d'man i his mirth and pleafure; and to ehink -where that- man
will (horily be,and how the cafe will be altered with him , and
where his fport and mirth will leave him. Asit wonld fadden/on”
beatts to fraone of them frack-deadin the place, onto feethe
Devil ferch themaway,and fpoilithe game ; fo fheuld it rgrieve
Us.t0, fore-fes theftroakof deaths and the conderhnation of their
fouls to everlafting mifery. -And can that man much valuethe
pleafure.of ungodly men; thatdoth fore-fee this end 2 Would you
not laggh achim that were a-Prinice but for aday, and muft be the -
fearn of theworld tomorrow ? orthatiwauld choofe one day of
. _mirthand pleafure , thaugh he knew:t would fill-che reft of his
Sife. with painandmidery 2. Jf folly and fiupidity were any won~
der, it were a\ wonder that ungedly men can be merry, when thest’
confciencescell them that theyare not fure to ftay one hourous of
Hell ; norto hojd.en their mirth till the end -of ‘the game : Boc
while chey are.aying . [ Soslyrake:thy cafe; eat, drinkand be mer-
7y ] they.may: fuddenlybe told from God.,! [ 7bo# fool, f’bb':
Tesua . nig
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Partll = A Saint or a Brute,
wighhe fball thy foul be required of thee ] and then whofe i
w‘galth ? andzthcn whcre?s thy fp{rt“angmirth ? Lng 1102&1; \;hgy
As the tender flowers and Rofes of the Spring, do fall before the
nipping Frofts, and will not livein Winter ftorms ; no more wilf
your fading mirth endure the frowns of God, the face of death
nor {carce a frrioms fore-thonght of the day that yeuare near:
And fuch matcer of horrour is conrinmally before you, whileyou
areunder the wrath and curfe of \God, in a carnal unregenerate
frate , that you are beholden to folly, fecarity and flupidity for
that eafe which hindreth fyom‘ cverlafting eafe.
So that all chings confidered , T muft’ ferioufly profefs , that
( however the ungodly have fome pleafant dreams,, -and may
live a while in carelefnefs and ftupidity, or fleerein thefice, while
. the beginning of hell isin their confcierces, yet ) 1 muft judge
that a life of Faithand Holinefs’»ar"e‘unifpeakagly’fweet, if it wtéré ;
but for this , that they fave the Confcience from the gripes, and
 fears, and terrible thoughts, that either fometime feed on ehein=
godly , orareready to devour their mirth and them. So fad and
frightful a thing it is, to be unfan&ified; and ina ftate of fin, that
it isan high commendation of the delights of Helinefs | that they-
{o much deliver ws from thofe grievous: terrours, and are fo
powerfal an Antidote to preferve the heart fromthe wickeds
pangsand defperation. Believeit, when confcience , death , and
judgement, are the meflengers to declare your endlefs forrows ,
Jouwill then with , and ten thoufand times wifh, that you had.
}6mébf che Faith and Holinefs of theSaints, tobea Cordialto
your {inking hearts ; and then you would take it'as a matter of
unfpeakable joy, to be found in fuch a ftate as you now count fad
and melancholy. Ask buta dying man, whether flefbly pleafnre or
Godline[s be the [weerer thing ¢ Now when the delufions of pro-
fperity are gone, which do meén moft relifh ? and whichis it chat
they would own ? By the confent of all the wife men in the
world, I may well conclude, that a Holy life is incomparably the
moft pleafant. :

\

B UT Iknow thereare many things thac feem to crofs all this
that 1 have fpoken, which will be the matter of the QObjeti-
ons of ungodly men, and therefore muft have an anfwet, before

‘we pafs any furcher. And the principal Objeétion is from the t00
.. - El2 ¢ haam
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324 A Saint o¥ 4 Brute, Part 11,
common cafe of thofe that fear ‘God , who walk fo [udly , and
doubt, and complain, and monrn fo frequently , and fhew fo little
. chearfulnefs and joy , when many of the ungodly live inmirth,
thatyou will think I fpeak againft experience , when I fay that a
life of Hulinéfsis fo plesfant , and thereforethatitis ot to be
~ believed. You will fay, [ Do we not [ee the contrary in the
Jadnefs of their faces, and hear it in their [ed lamenting
words { " - o
To this I muft give many particulars in anfwer , which when
you have laid together, you may fee, that all this makes nothing,
againttche Pleafantnefs of the waiesof God. %
And, 1. You muft difference between the Ensrance into boli-
nefls, and the Progrefs - and betwcen a new beginner, thac is but.
lately turned from his ungodline(s, and one that hath had time to.
try and under{land the wayes of God. Thofe that are entering .
or but mewly come in, muft needs have forrow. But what is the.
caufe of it ? Not their Godlinefs,but their nugodline(s. I mean ,.
Itis their mngodlinefs which they lament, though itbe godlinefs.
that caufech them to Jament it : Canyou exped thatan ingenu-
ous manfhould fee his (in, and look back on fo many years tranf-
greflions, and not be grieved ? To fee thathe bath foong abufed.
God, and loft his.time, and negle&d his falvation, and that he
hath lain fo long in fo miferable a ftate, muft needs caufe remorfe
in the confcience that hath any feeling. And will you fay that
Godline(s is wnpleafant, becaule it makes a man forrow for his #n-
godlixe[s ?.1f aman that hath killed his deareft friend , or his
own Father , be gricwed for the faét when he cometh to repent-
ance, will you blame his Repentance or his Murder for his grief 2
Will youfay, [ what a bursful thing isthis Repemtance ? ] OF
rather [ What an odioms crime was it that muft be [0 repented of 77
Would you wif% a man thac bath lived folong in fin and mifery,
to have #o forrow for it at his return ? Efpecially whenitis buta
bealing forrow, preparing for remiffion, and not a forrow joyned |
. With defpair, as theirs will be that die impenitently ? Obferve
the complaints of penitent fouls, whether it be cheir prefent God-
lisiefs, or their former ungodline/s, whichthey lament 2 Wil you -
hear; man lament his former finful carele(s life , and yet will you
: hi{; ezlame.on the contrary courfe of duty , whieh now be
2 fa undertaken ? You may as wifely accufea man for landing 11
- Afafe harbour , becanfe he there Jamenteth his Lofs _é;ﬁipgzgﬁk
: & il bite
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while be was at Sea. Oras wi{el;r may you blame a man for rifing,
that complaineth how he hurt himfelf byhisfall. Andashone(t-
ly may you accule the chaftiry of your wife, becaufe the lamiene-
ethher former adultery | or the fidelity ot your friend or [ervane,
becaufe he lamentech fus former unfaithfnlnefs. AT

But though the pangs of the New birth be fomewhat grievous,
and we come not into the world of Grace without fome lamen-
tation, yet this is not the fate of the Holy life,into which we en-
ter ;. nor are thofe pangs to continue all our dajes.

2. You muft diftinguifh between the weaker and the Pronger .
fort of Cbriftians : and conf(ider, that children are apt to cry ;
but it is not therefore better to be usborn - Sickne(s is quernloss,
and the weak are froward ; but it is not therefore berzer to be
dead. The godly are not perfefily godly : They are finwers while
they are Saints : They have Holinefs 3 but they have corruption
wich it : Their fin is congnered , but yet not totally reoted our.
The relicks do remain thoughit do mot rasgn. And it isthe remuant
of their unhaline/s that they lament, and not their boline(s: They
grievenot that they are god/y, but that they are ny more godly. 1x
troubleth them not that they are come home to Chrift » but that

they have brought fo mucirof their corrmption with them. Hear- -

ken whether they complain of their Humility or their Pride 7 of
their Faith, ot their unbelicf ? their confidence or their diftraft 2
their repentance or their hardnefs of heart ? It is not their beaven~

ly-mindedne[s that troubleth them , but their earthly-mindednefs. -
Nor isit their piritnaliry, but their carnality : Norisit the Dy.
vies, but the Weakne[s and fanlsine(s of their fouls in duty : Not

that they dodz : buc that they dosrno better. 1t is more holinefs .

that they beg for, and lament the want of. And willyou fay that
Holine(s is uupleafant ,becaufe men would {o fain have more of it 2
Youwould reafon with-more wifdom in another cafe: If a man-
that hath tafted meat or drink, complain becaufe he hath o more ; |

youwould not blame b food for that ; nor gather from thence,

-that it is unpleafant, or that famine is more delightful..

3. You muft diftinguifh between thofe.Chriftians that have -
faln fince their conver fion, into any great and wounding fin, or
nonrifs fowe vexations diftempers; and thofe that walk more up--
rightly with God , and maintain their integrity and peace, No:
wonder if David after bés fin , complain-of the breaking of his
banes and heart : and if Peser go out and weep bireerly. The:

o Tt 3 fervants -
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fervants of Chrift do know fo much of the evil of fin, that they
cannot make fo light of ic, as the blind and obdurate world that
are pafl feeling. That fin which hath coft chem formerly [odear ,
and hach coft Chriff fo much dearer on cheir behalf, mult needs
f caufe feme [m.rr in the penitent foul. Sisknefs is felt, becaufeit
fuppofech the fubje& to be alive . but the dead feel not that they
are dead and rotten » And icdoth not follow that therefore death
is more defireable then ficksefs. It is becaufe they are fo Ziketo
the ungodly, that the fervants of Chrift do grievcand complain,
But fo'far as they feel the healthfulnefs of their fouls, and are
‘confcious of their fincerity and upright converfations, they have
greater comfort then the world can afford them. =~ -

4. You muftdiftinguifh berween chofe Chriftians that by mi/-
apprebenfions are anacquainted With their own felicity, and thofe
that better under fand their flate. 1f a man be never fo holy,and
. k#ow it not, but by temprationsis bronght ro doubr, whether he
b be not yec in his unfan®ified ftate , no wonder if this man be

: grieved with thele fears. Buthisgrief is not becaufe heis fantts-

fed , but becaufe he is afraid lelt he be anfunétified. And this

thews that Holiuefs is moftlovely in his eyes : or elfe why fhould

he be fo much troubled , when he doch but doubt whether he be

- Holyor not ? If a Rich man by a falfe report fhould believe that

- heis rob’d of his goods and treafure, or that his houfesare burnt,

when it is not fo , he will mourn or be troubled till he know the

truth. And will any be fofoelith as to conclude from thence,

thac Riches are more uncomfortable then beggery 2 Had you not

tatherberich, though for a time you know it not, then to livein

certam continual want ¢ If a man thatisin bealth, be per[wadefi

, : by:mtﬁake thathe isina Confumprion , he will be troubled by his

% i miftake : But will you thence conclude that fickne/sis more com-
3

fo-rtablc then bealth # Is it not better tohave health with chofe
 miftaken fears , thento live in ficknefs ® Methinks you thould

rather arguneon the contrary fide, [ How fweet is Health, when

the fear of lofingicis fo troublefom? and how bitter is ficknefs

‘ - and death, when the very fear of them isfo ‘grievous?] Andfo
)~ yi‘;fh?nld fay, [ How fweet is Holine[s , when it is {o crouble-
1 i iﬁ’iho'{e shat bave it, {0 much as to fear left they haveirnot?
: : Shiix. f;‘;ﬂiﬁ?l%ﬁ% is it to be wngodly, when it is folgrlgvggs
godly? g o : rx 7 Syen Yoce-Ld fear left rche?(- ar >
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‘But go to ihofe‘ChriRians that kpow them(elves, and are truly

acquainted with their fincerisy and their priviledges, and fee
whether they walk fo uneomfortably as thofe miflaken donbting
fouls; You will indthem in another cafe, and hear other kind
. of language from their mouths ; even thejoyful praifes of their
Redeemer, and the thankful acknowledgements of his abundant
love. How fweet unto their fouls is the remembrance of kind-
nefs ? and how delightfula work is it from day to day to magui-
fie hisname ? : :

. 5. You muft alfo diftinguith between thofe weak miftaken -

Chriftians, that snder ffand not the extent of the Covenant of grace,
and thofe that do underffandsr.  If a belicver by mittake fhould
think that the grace of the Gofpel extendeth not to fuch as he,
becaufe he is unWorthy,and his fins are great, no wonder if he
betronbled: As you would be if you fhould conceive that your
leafe were not made to yox, but to asother : or as a malefadtor
would be if he thought his pardon belonged not'to him, but to
another'man. Buthence you fhould rather obferve the riches
and excellencies of the Gofpel, and the happinefs of the Heirs
of promife, then dream that its better be ftrangers to the holy

4

Covenant ftill. They are better that have a premife of lifeand ux. :

derfand.it nor, then they that have nene. But thofe that know the
freenefsand fulnefs of the promife,and ftudy with allSaints to
comprehend what is the bredth, and.length, and depth, and

heighth, and to know the loveof Chrift which paffech know-

¢dse , ( Epb.3.18,19.) do ufe to walk more comfortably
;ccéﬁrd-ir(:g 'fo 3tbe' ri,chez of that grace wich they do pof-
?Tr;;.co;jﬁder;alfo, that moft of thefe complaining Chriltians
are glad thac they are in any meafure got out of their former
Alate,and therefore apprehend their caufe to be better thenit was
~ defore + Or elfe-they would turn back to the ﬁatg that. they
werein , which they would not do for all the world. And there-
ﬁom;zbcy take agodly life to.befar more pleafant to them that
doattainit, ee Silr Ob S e S0 2i

' 74 MO!'EOVCX‘, [he forrawpf:&elibmr: is fuch_as may confift
with 75y, At the fame time while they ate grieved that they
areno better, they are gladderof that meafure of grace which
they have received, thenthey would be to be made the, rulers of
‘the world,  While theyare mosrning for the yemnans of ‘;‘””
» k> : : sy
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to be your partmer in your carnal pleafnres. ~He would not

love and grace.

Jafing days, or time of Phyfick , fo the comforts of the godly

2\

- ordinarily do far cxceedtheir forrows,at leaft in weight, if not
in paffionate fenfe. They have their hours of fweec accefs 1O

—
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Jins, they are glad thatit is bt a remmant that they have to
mourn for. Yeawhilechey are rroubled becaufe _thcy doubt of
their fincerity and falvation, they are more fuftained and com-
forted with that Zirtle difcerning which they_havc of thcnr_m-
dences, and with their hopes of the everlafting loye of God,
then they could byall your finful pleafures. ~Try the moft de-
jected monrnful Chriftian, whether he would change fares and
csmforss with the beft and greateft of the ungodly. ~ The foul of
man is foa&iveand comprehenfive, thatit canatonce both re-
joyee and mowrn. While they mourn for fin, and feel aftliction,
bc}icvers can have fome . rejoycing rtafte of Everlafting
Life. ‘ e s
8. Yea the godly forrow of abeliever is the matter of his oy.
He is gladder when his heart will mele for fin, then he would be

change the comfert that he findeth in bis pemitent tears for all §
your laughcer. - : . RN, 3

9. The Joy of a believer is intimateand folid, as 1 faid beiore, :
according to the obje& of it and not like the fleering of a fool,
orthe faughter of a child, or the {enfual mirch that Solomor
calied AZadnefs. Andthercfore itisnot fo difcernable to others :
as carnal mirthis. And therefore you think that the fervants of
Chriftare void of pleafure when they have much more then yo#. e
Itis Keele ridiculous accidents and toys that make men langh ; but
great things give us an smward [Weet content and joy which
icorns to fhew it felf by Janghter. And what can be a firter ob-
je& of fuch grear conrent,thento be a member of Chrift, and
an heir of heaven? :
" 10, Moreover, this forrow of the Godly is but wedicinal, and
a preparative to their afrer-foys: It doth but work out the pot-
fon of fin,which would marr their comforts,and drive them to
Chrift, and fitthem to value him, and taft the fweetnels of his

-11. And asitisnot the fate and Jife of a Chriftian, but his

God, and of heavenly meditation, and delightful remembrance
of the experiences of hislove, and perufal of his promifes, and
communion with his people ; and of the exercife of faithiland

e ope,
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‘hope,andlove. And with thofe Chriftians that have attained fabi-

lity and frength, thefle comforting graces are predominant s and

their life is morein Love and Prasfe, thenin vexatious fears and

forrows:And it Benld be fo withall believers :Love is the Heart of

the new creature.ltis a life of Zowe and 707 and praife that Chrift 4
€alls all his peopleto ; and forbids them 3l unneceffary doubts
and forrows ; and keepeth them upfo £ri&ly from fin, that he
may prevent their forrews.  And if you will judge whether
Heline[s be a pleafant courfe, you muft goe to the prefcript, and
confider the znarure and s/t of Holinefs, and look at thofe that
- liveaccording to the mercies of the Gofpel ; and not look at the

dejections and forrows of thofe that grieve themfelves by fwer-
v:ng from the way of Holinefs:as if you would judge that Healch
is unpleafant, becaufe you hea:r‘a fick man groan. And yet even
thefe weakand mournful Chriftians ufually have more joy then
you. The very prefervation of their fouls from that de/pair which
fin weuld caft cheminto if they had not a Chrift to fly to, and
the liccle tafts of mercy which they have felt, and the revivings
that they find between their forrows, and the hopes they have of
better days, are enough to weigh down all your pleafures and alf
their own forrows. -
~ 12. Lafily, confider that rhss is not the /ife of perfedt Foy,
and therefore fome forrows will be intermixt, Comfort will not
be perfect till Holinefs be perfe& ; and till we arrive at the place
Of perfeét joy. Whats wanting now while we live in a croublefome
malignant world,fhall fhortly be made up in the Heavenly Ferus
falem, when we have admittance into our Afaffers joy. Andthen
all the world fhall be eafily convinced, whether fin or duty,
a flely er or Holy life, hath the greater Pleafwres and con-
tents.

ObjeQ. Bt it is not only the weakue[s of profeffors, but the

very way that s prefcribedshem, thas maft bear the blame : For they

are commanded to faft, andweep, and mours.

Anfw. 1. Thatis but with a medicinal neceffary forrrw, for
preventing of a greater (orrow 3 as bitter medicines and blood-
letting, and firict diet, are for the prevention of death. God fi-#
commandeth them to rake heed of fin the caufe of forrow : Bug if e
they will fall and break their bones, they muft endure the pain of \

fecung chem again,

Uu - 2And



http://creature.lt

S ————

B e e

p——

rrm———

349 A Sanf o7 4 Brate. Pa 1T,
2. And doth not Chrift command his fervants alfo to Re-
joyee? and again Rejoyce, and always to rejoyee ? Phili 3. 1. & 4.4
1 Thef, 5. 16. Doth he not command them to live in the moft
delightful works of Zowe and #oy and thankful mention of his-
mercies ? Itell you, if Chriftians did but live as God requireth -
them, and by his plenteous mercies doth encourage them to live, .
they would be the wonder of . the world for their exceeding joy 3
they would triumph as men that are entering into reft, and make
the_miferable ungodly Princesand great ones of the world obferve
their low contemptible condirion, and fee by the comforts of
believers, thac there are far higher joys then theirs to be attained. -
Did Chriftians live as God would have them, according to their
dignity and felicity, they would make the world admire the fpi--
rit, and hopesand comforts that do fo tranfport them ; They
would be {o taken upin the Love and praife of their Redeemer,
tba: they would fcarce have leifure to obferve whether they be
rich or poor, or to regard the honours or difhonours of th;
world. Thefe little things would fcarce find room in their.
affection, theywould be taken up fo much with God. If they
were fore with [courging, and their feet were in the ftocks, they
would chere fing forth the praife of him that bath affured them.
of deliverance and everlafting joy, as Panl and Sslas did, 4é&.16..
They would rejoyce in poverty, in difgrace, in pain, and nothing
would be able to overcome their joy. They would pitty the
tyrants and fenfual Epicures that have no fweeter pleafures then
thofe that the flefh and this deceitful world affords. O the joy
that believers would have ia their fecret prayers ! in their. hea--
venly meditations ! in their holy conference ! in their reading of
the Rromifes !.and much morein their publike praifes and Com-
munion, if they did but follow more fully the condu& of that
fpirit that hach undercaken to be their Comforter ! W hat makes
believers flight this world, and rake all your pleafures to be un-
worthy of their entertainment or regard,but that they havehada
tafte of fweeter things, and by faith are overgrown thefe childifh
vanities ¢ If God and his favour be better then fuch worms as
:’?_; and the heavenly Glory be better then thefe tranfitory
b Y:g; you may well conceive that the believers- joy, that is fed
ﬂ{ he €, muft be greater, (atleaft inworth and weight) then.
@il the pleafures of this fublunary world. 1f ctherefore you:
: e love.
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lovealife of pleafure, come over to Chrift,and live a holy hea-

venly life ; and believe one that hath made fome tryal

llh('efa believe the Lord himielf, that Hofine/s is the only Pleafans
ife. : : 5

- A Nd now as we have feen it plainly proved, that the life of 8
Holine[s 45 the moft Pleafant life, {ofrom hence we may fee

two forts reproved, thac (in differenc meafures ) arc found to

be trangreffors.

The firftis, Thofe blind ungodly wretches, that can find no '
Blea[nrein a boly Iife, when they canfind pleafure in their worldly .
drudgery,and in their fenfual uncleannefs, and their childith
vanites. They have the God of ixfinite Gooduefs to delight in ;
but to their impious hearts he feemeth sor delightful. They have
‘his Power,and wifdom, and bolinefs,and trath to lowe, and a4-
mire,and truft upon, and his excellens works to bebold him in,
and his boly laws, and gracious promifes to meditate on ; bue
they have fmall delight in any fuch imployment. They bave
deaveas well as any others to open their heartsto God in fecrer,
and in prayer and praife to recreatt their fouls, and to hold come
munion with the Saints of God, and to be exercifed both in
publikeand private in his worfhip, and to order their familicsin

bisfear, and to mannage their affairs according to his word : bue
they find wopleafure in fuch a life as this, but are as backward
toic as if it were a toilefome and unprofitable bufinefs; and are
weary of that little outfide worfhip which they do perform:
They have Heaven fet before them to feck after, and to make
their portion and delight, but they have fmall delight to' think
or fpeak of it.  Their bearts are unfutable to thefe high holy
and fpiritual things, They are matters that they are frange to,
and bave no firm and confident be/ief of, but 4n uncertain wa-
vering weak opinion : and therefore they are too far off, to be
their delight. [ They (ayto God, Depart from us 5 for We defire
not the knowledge of thy way , What is the Almighty that we
foonld [erve him? and whar profit fronld we have'sf we pray unto
bim? Job 21. 14, 15.7] If they do come to the publike Affem-
blies, and joyn there in the outward part of worfhip, they find
little life and pleafureinit, becaufe they are ftrangers to the re-

%\
Ward and fpiriual pary which is the kerncl, They Jook more 2

Uu 2 ag

[ |

A . " I s




e—

A
~e— 6 a

342 4 Saint or s BPute: Part 17,

at the Preackers gifts, and the manner of his doGrineand de-

livery , thea at the fpiritual neceflary master that is delivered..

They have fome pleafurein a neat compofed fpeech, that feemeth
not to“accufe them any more then others, and grateth not on
their tender ears with plain and neceffary truth ; but fuffers them

£o go home as quietly as they came chicher. Buc if the Preacher:

touch them to the quick, and endeavoureth faithfully to acquaint
them with themfelves ,or if he have no eloquenee or accurate=

nefs of fpeech to pleafe them with, but be guilty: of any enhan-

fomnefs of expreffion, or modall imperfections,. they are weary

of hearing bim, and think it long till the glafs be run , and per-

haps inftead of zaffing the [weetnefs of whelfom sruth, they make
it the matter of their derifion and contempt.

But let them be at Cards or Dice , at Hawking or Hunting, at

any idle fports and vanities, and they can hold out longer with

delight. Atdrinking, or feafting, or idle talking, they arenot fo
weary. Yeain the labours of their calling, when their bediesare

eary, their minds are more unwearyed ; and in their fields and
fhops they have more delight, thenin the fpiritual holy fervice of
the Lord. They are never fo merry as when there s Jeaft of God
wpon their heartsand in their %vayes.  And itis oxe of the reafons
zhat hindreth their Converfion , left it fhould deprive them Qf
zheir mirth, and caufe them to fpend -the remainder of their
dayes in uncomfortable heavynefs. If fin were not /weer t0 them,
sonverfion would be more eafie : The Pleafure whichthey findin
creatures by their fin, is the prifon and fetters of their {ouls cap-
tivity. Ifthis be rby cafe that readeft thefe lines, I befeech thee lay
10 heart thefe following aggravations of- thy fin.. ,

1. How b/ind and wicked is the heart that can find more plea-
f#rein fis than boline(s ? Is the creatare pleafant to thee, and
God unpleafans ? What a fhame is this to thy UnderFanding and
thy will ? It proclaimeth thy pernicious Felly and Impiety. If
thou badft no more wit then to be Pleafed more with ftones then
gold , with dung then meat, with fhameful nakedrefs then
eloathing , thou wouldft not be judged wife enough to be lefr to
thy own difpofe and government. But thefolly which thon doft
manifelt,is unfpeakably greater. Darknefs is notfomuchworfe
then Lighe, and Death is not fo much worfe then Life; a5 finis
worfe than Holine/; | and the wor/dthan Ged.' And:isthe Werff
more lej}z_m_ tothee then the Beff ? Itis a fool indeed, to whom
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32 75 a fport to do mifchief, Prow. 10, 23. and fo great @ mifchicf as
fin s : and yethathne delight in under{’c‘andingg, Prov. 1 E{d;,"f])‘:
Jight is wot [eemly for [uch fools, Prov. 19. 10. e

And how wicked 1sthat Heart as well as Blind,that is {0 averfe
t0 God and Holinefs? Doth not this fhew thee, 1. The abfence
of Gods holy image, 2. Andthe prefence of Satans image upon
thy foul 2; | ;

. Nothing doth more certainly prove what a man is, then the’
complacency and difplacency of his Hearr. If you know what it is’
in yout felves or others , that pleafeth and difpleaferh moft, you

may certainly know whether you have the fpirit and grace of

Chrift or not. Thisis the durable infallible Evidence, which Sa~
tan fhall never be able to invalidate, and which the weakeft Chrix-
ftians can fcarce tell how to deny in themfelves : Could they be

more Holy, it would pleafe them bester then to be more rick: Could
they belicve mere , and Lowe God wore, and truft him more', and
obey bim better, it would pleafe them more then if you gave them
all the honours: of the world : They are never {0 well pleafed
with their own bearts,as when they find themeareft Heaven;and'
have moft of the Knowledge of God, and imprefs of his attri-
butes, and fenfe of his prefence. They arenever fo well-pleafed
with their Zives , as when they are moft holy and fraitful, and

may fullyeft be called 4 walking with God. They are never o
much difpleafed with themfelves , as when they find leaf of God
upon their hearts, and are moft dark,, and dwll, and #ndifpofed

to holy Communion with him. They are never fo much weary of

them[elves, as when their lives are leaft fruitful , holy and exact.

And thisisa certain Evidense of their fincerty : For it fhews -
what they Love and what it is that hath their Hearss: or Wills. -
And it is the Heart or Will thatis the man, in Godsaccount.
God takes a man to bz what he fincerely wanld be. As be 75, fohe
Lovethand Willeth : and as he Liverh and Willeth 5 fuch be 2z,

" His complacency ot difplacency are the smmediate [ure difcoveries
of his bent ot inclination : T his certain Evidence pOOT doubting -

{ouls fhould have oft recoutfe to , and 1mprove: STy

And on the contrary, it is as fure an Evidence of -your mifery,
when s ou favosnr not the things of the Spirity Rom.8.5,6,7. ;}nd
when it pleaferhyou moreto be great, then to be good ; to berich,

then to be religions and righteous 5 to {erve your Infls gD £O -
ferye the Lord : When you fer more by the applanfe of mer, e
- uu by
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by the approbatiens of God :-and had »ather be far from God them
near him, and be excufed from a holy life then #fed 0 it , and
conftant in it : Whenyou take the world and fin foryour recrea~
tion or delight, and a godly life for a melancholy, wearifom, and
unpleafant courfe : This certainly fhews that you have yet the
old corrupted nature, and Serpentine enmity againft the Spiric
and Life of Chrift, and are yet in the fiefh, and therefore canne
more pleafethe Lord, then his holy wayes are pleafingunto you,
Row.8.6,7,8. and it proveth that you are yet in the gall of bit-
ternefs, and the bonds of your iniquity, and that your heartsare
notrigh in the fight of God, and that you arethe flaves of Sa-
tan, whofe nature you partake of, by which you are thus aliesas
ted from the Lord. bat 4 ¥ 223

Didft ehouknow God as Faith doth know him,bis Loving kizd-
#¢e/s would be berter to thee then life st (elf, Plalm 63. 3.1f thou
didft Love him (asitis like thou wilt pretend thou doft) it would
be meat and drink to thee, to enjoy his Love, and do his Will.
And if thou kzow him not by Faith, nor sleaveff to him
by unfeigned " Zove, how canft thou pretend  to have his
Image ?

How would you judge of that mans heart, that were ne better -
affe®ed to his friend, to his parents, or children, or other relati-
ons, then you manifeft your felves to be to God ? If he cantake
#0 pleafure in the company of his wifeor children , ‘but is glad
when he is far from them, in the company of ftrangers,or harlots,
or prodigals , would younot fay this man had a bafe unmanly
difpofition ? Exprefs buc fuch an inclination in plain words, and

- try how honef fober men will judge of them. Much more would

1t be odious to Chriftian ears , if you fhould tell God plainly,
L We can find no pleafure in thee, orin thy holy wayes ; thy
Wordand Service are unfavoury and wearilom unto us : We
had rather be talking or bufied abour the matters of the world :
«.'Wq have far more.pleafure in recreations and fenfual accommo-
ations, then inremembring chee and thy Kingdom, and then we
g“,‘.‘m thelifethat is called holy. ] Would noc fuch words as thefe
De cailed smpsous,by every Chriftian that fhould hear them ? And
;sﬁ? (g that an impious heart then,which fpeakech thus , or is thus
T ©d,and chat an impioss Life that manifeftech it ? thongh dif=
~emb._h"8 lipsare athamed to profefsit ? i
If God be 89t moit to beloved and delighted in,then any thing.
: G g g R e ek AT or
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or all things elfe, he isnot God. If Heaven and Holinefs be not

fweeter then all che pleafures of earth and fin , let them have no : j
more fuch honourable names. Let fi» and earth then be called
Heaven ; but wo to them that have no better.

2. What menfirons ingratitude is that man guilty of | thae
when God hath prowided, and Chrift hath parchafed fuch high de-
lights, and freely tendred them to unworthy finners, will fay, I
find no pleafurein them, and take them for no delights ar afl 2
When the Lord beheld thee wallowing in thy filth, and laughing
inthy mifery , and makinga fport of thine own perdition , he
pittied thee, and provided and offered to thee the moft noble and
excellent delights, that thy nature is capable of enjoying = And.
wilt thou caft them back unthankfully in his face , and fay, They
are unpleafant tedious things ?> If your child did fo by his meator
cloathes, yeaora beggar at your door did fo by his alms , you'
would think it proved his great unworthynefs : If he throw away’
the beft you can give him, and fay, [ Itis naughe , thereis no-
fweetnefs in it ] would you not think it fit that wans fhould help
to mend his re/lifp, and cure hisingratitude » And will you do fo-
your felves by Chrift and Holinefs, and fay as thofe , 274l 1. 13,
What a wearine(s is4t? Take heed left you provoke the Lord to
caft you into a flate in which you (hall have more caufe to be-
aweary. If youarewearyof reading, and praying, and hearing, .
and other holy exercifes, and weary of heart-{earching, penitent
meditations, will you not be Wearyer of Heill-fire, and of the do-
lorous reviews of this your folly , and of the endlefs, eafelefs ;.
remedilefs fenfe of the wrath of God, and gripes of your own
felf-tormenting confciences ! How jult is it with God to give-
thofe men fomewhat that they have caxfe to be aweary of , that
will be thusaweary of bis fweeteft fervice, and rejedt the great--
eft mercies he can offer them, asif they were fome burdenfom
worthlefs things | 3

3. Will you have any pleafure at all, or will yon hawe none @
If any,inwhat then will you place it, and whence will you expe®-
it, if not from God ina holy life ? If God be thy rronble, what
then is fit to be thy defighe ? Dareft thoufayin thy heart or with
thy tongue , that finand fenfuality is better ? Dareft thou fay
that a good bargain, or other worldly gain, or cards, or dice,or
other fports, or eafe,or good chear,or an Ale-houfe,or a W’hore,:
are ploafanter things then walking with thy God in faith m;d”i?:

s e T : Jimefss.
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line[s , and expe@ation of the everlafting joyes ? Heaven and v

* earth fhall bear witnefs againft thee , and common Reafon fhall %
bear witnefs againft thee, for this inhumane, impious follyand in- B
gracitude, if ever thomappear at the barr of God, with the guilg ¢ b .

of fuch unreafonable fin. What ! is God no berter in thine eyes,
then a filchy brutifh finful pleafure ? and is the Love of God xe
[weeter awork, then the Love of fenfual delights ! Saith bleffed
Anguftine , He that Will [ed or exchange bis fonl for tranfirery
commodities, doth cenfure Chrift to be a feolifh Merchant that knew ;
70 better what he did, when he gave bis Life for thefe [ qnl:,tl:ut yon

willnot lsfea fin for. Solmay fayhere : Hath Chrift bought for
you Holy and Everlafling pleafures, at the price of his own moft
bitter pains,and precious blood , and do you now think them
nobetter then your flefhly bealtial delights 2 Is it Chrift or you, ?

think you, that is miftaken in the value of them ? Did he fhed
his blood to purchafe you that which is not worth the parting
with a cup of drink for , or the parting with your pleafurg , or
unjuft commadity for ? Sure he that judgeth thus of Chrift, is
?r_ f[;rom belicving in him, with any true Chriflian faving
aith,

4. If you can find no pleafuresn Godand ina boly life, you may
befure that be will have mo pleafare inyon. Wonder not if you
find in your greateft need, that you are abhorred and loathed by
the Lord, when you loathed the very thoughts and Tnention of
&ims, in the day of your vifiration. Marvail not if the moft Holy
God do take no pleafure in a loathfom finner , when the finner is
fo.ungodly, that he takes more pleafnre in the moft fordid fading
trifles thenin God. You may offer the facrifice of your heart-
lefs hypocritical prayers and praifes unto God, and he will count
them ¢bamin4tion, and caft chem back as dunginto your faces,
k- and tell you that he hash #e pleafure inthe [acrifice of [wch fools:
Read itin bis ownwords , Prov. 15.8. & 21. 27. Ifa. 1. 13,
Ecclef. 5. 4. As yom are weary of ferving him , fo be is weary of
Jour [ervices, and it is a trouble to bim tobear them, and when you
SPread forth your hands, he will hide bis eyes from yon, yea when yon
™ake many prayers be will nos hear,1fa. 1. 14, 15. When the Jews
offered their lame deceicful facrifices, and faid , [ Bebold whars
wearinefs is iz ? ] God fends them word, that he bath o plea/nre
| ¥4 them, N0t would regard their perfons, nor accept a facrifice at
¢ sacir hands, Mal. 1.8, 9, 10, andtheir (olemn feaffs he comteth
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[ dwrg J: And dung would be no acceptable prefent or feaft to.

or [elves, if itwere offered you inftead of meat, Azl 2. 3,
f My fonl (faiththe Lord) loathedthem, and their foul abkorred
me | Zech 11.8, As he that defpifeth bim, fball be lightly efteemed
- by him, 1 Sum. 2.30. Sohe that foarheth him, fhall be loathed by
him. [ 7f any man draw back_, faith the Lord, my foul [ball have
#nopleafurein him.’] Heb. 10.38. For he s not a God that bath
pleafnrein wickednefs, neither foall evil dwell with bim : the fool-
/% fbalinot fland in bis fight : be hateth allthe workers of iniquity,
Pfalms. 4,5. Andlittle do yeu now imagine what a horrour
it will be to you inthe day of your extremity for Gad to tell
you that he hath #e pleafureinyou : Whenyou look before you
into an eternity of woe , which you bave no hope to efcape but
by the mercy of the Lord, and he fhall dafh that hbope by telling
youthat he hath o pleafure in you, it will give your fouls the
deadly wound that never fhall'be healed. In vain then fhall you
with thatyou had chofen in time the durable delights, and noct
the pleafurés of filthy fin for fo fborta feafon : and to your tor-
ment you thall know , whether God or the wor/d was more wor-
thy of your fweeteft affe®ions and delights : and how deferved-
ly they are [ all damnedtharvbeyed not the trath | but bad pleafure
w1 unrighteonfnefs, 2 Thef, 2. 12. who Rtowing the judgement of
God, that they which commir fuch things are worthy of death , not

only do the [ame, but have pleafure inthem that do thew, Rom.1. 32.
If you will count it your pleafure to ryot in the day-time , rather

then to walk, and Work_by the light , you muft look to recesve

the due reward of fuch unrighteonfnefs,2 Pet. 2. 13. If it beyour
$pore to fin and to do mifchief , (Prow. 10. 23. ) you fhall
have fmall fport in fuffering the punifhment of your willful
folly. >

5. If God and Huli#efs feem not pleafant to you, then Heaven

it [elf cannot feem pleafant to you, if you confider it rruly as it
#. For the Heavenly felicity confifteth in the perfection of our

Huline[s, and the perfe& fruition of God himfelf, by Sight, and
Eove, and foy for ever. If the Zitele Holinefs be anpleafant and
irk fom to you, which appearethin the imperfect Saints on earth,
what pleafure could you take in that fupereminent Holine(s which
is the ftate and work of the celeftial inhabitants ? If the choughts
and mention of God beunpleafant to you , andihis holy praifes
do feem to you as matters of no delight, What then would you do
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in heaven where this muft be your everlafting work ? And
if Heaven feem a place of toyle and trouble to you, how juft
will it bethar youn are everlaftingly thut out? How can you for
fhame éeg of God to glerifie you, when you take the Gory that
he hath promifed for a wifery? If you think that there.isa He?vm.
of fuch fenfual pleafures as you defire, or that any fhail be
faved that only choofe Heaven as a lels and more tolerable
mifergf then Hell, you will fhortly find your expectations de-
gcivea, - ¥

Lay all thefe five confiderations together, and you may per-
ceive what miferable fouls thofe are, that can find pleafure in.
perifhing trifies of theworld, and noneina Holyand Heavenly
life, .- Be affured of this, whofoever thou art, that if God and
Heaven and a Holy life, be not a thoufand times fweeter and
more delightful to thee, then any thing that this world can afford:
tothy contentment, it is not for want of matter of fuperabuns
dant delight to be found in God and in bis holy ways;but it is fgr-
wiant of reafon, or faith, or confideration, or a furable Heart in

 thee; which may make thee fit to know and tafte the pleafures

which now thon art unacquainted wich. Andis it not pitty
that fuch infinite delights thould be fet before men, and they
fhould lofethem all for want of a Heart and appetite to them
atrlld gmuld perifh by choofing the lowelt vanities. before
them 55

Idotherefore earncftly befeech thee that readeft thefée words;,
if. thou be one of thefe unhiappy fouls, that canft find mo  pleafure.
in God and Holinefs, that thou wouldft Ipeedily obferve and
lament that blindnefsand wickednefs of thy heart, that is the
caufe of this infatuation and corruption of thine apprehenfion-
and rational appetite : and that thou wouldft prefently apply thy.
felf to Chrift for the eurcof it ; To which end T.advife thee to:
thefe following means.

et

Dircét, 1. IF you would tafte the pleafure of a holy life, bethink:
'- yonbetter-of the mece/fity and excellensy of it ané.
cat away your prejudice and. falfe conceirs, which have deccived
you, and turned your minds againftit : A child may, be deluded.
to take his own Facher for hisenemy, if he fee him in‘an enemies-
gatb, orbe perfwaded by falfe fuggeftions that he hatethhim. ;;;
2 % IR
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‘man may be perfwaded vo bate bis mear, if yon ¢an but make
him belicve thatitis poyfer : or to hare his cloaths, if you can
make him believe they are infeéfed with the plagne.  If you will
fuffer your under[fandings to be deluded, fo far as to overlook the
amiable nature of holinefs, and to think the image of God is
but a fancie, or that a heavenly life is nothing®ut hypocrifie,
and that it is but pride that makethmen feek to be holyer then
-others, and that makes them they cannot goe quietly to Hell in
defpight of the commands and mercies of the Lord, as others
do , Ifay,if theDevil the greatdeceiver, can poffefs you with
fuch frantick thoughts as thefe, what wonder if you hate the
very name of Holinefs ? How can you find pleafure in the
greatelt good, while you take it for ancvil ? If you will believe
all that the Devil and his foolifh malicious inftruments fay of
God and of a holy life, you fhall never love God, nor fee any
fovelinefs,or tafte any fweetnefs in his fervice, : ,

Dir. 2. Come neer and fearch into the inwards of a holy life,
andtry it alittle While your [elves, if you would taite the plea-

Afure of it : and do not tand losking ox it at a diffance, where
you fee nothing but the ontfide : nor judge by bure hearfay,

which giveth you no zaffc or relifh of it. The fweeenefs of ho-
ney, or wine, or meatisnot known by looking onir, but by tafting
it. Comeneer and srywhatitisto live in the Love of God, and
in the belief and hope of life eternal, and in univerfal obedience
to the laws of Chrift ; and then tell us how thefe things do re-
lith with you. You will never know the fweetnefs of them-
effe@ually, as long as you are but lookerson. It was the fimi-
litude which Peter Adarryr ufed in a Sermon, which converted
the Noble Neopolitane Marquefs of Uicam, Galeacins Caraccio-
tus, ( who forfook wife, and children,and honours, andlands,
and countrey, and all for theliberty of the Reformed Religion
atGenewa ») faith ke, [ If you fee the motion of dancers afar
off, and hear-not the Mufick, you will think they are frantick :
but when you come nearand hear the mufick, and obferve their

 harmonical orderly motion, you will take delight in it, and de-
fireto joya withthem.?] So men that judgeat & diftance of the
. truth and holy ways of God, by the flanderous reports of ma-

lignant men, will think of the godly as Feftns of Panl that r,hga
are befide themfelves. - But if they come among thers, and fearct
morg mpartiallyintothie péafons of their coure, and fpecially
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