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‘man may be perfwaded vo bate bis mear, if yon ¢an but make
him belicve thatitis poyfer : or to hare his cloaths, if you can
make him believe they are infeéfed with the plagne.  If you will
fuffer your under[fandings to be deluded, fo far as to overlook the
amiable nature of holinefs, and to think the image of God is
but a fancie, or that a heavenly life is nothing®ut hypocrifie,
and that it is but pride that makethmen feek to be holyer then
-others, and that makes them they cannot goe quietly to Hell in
defpight of the commands and mercies of the Lord, as others
do , Ifay,if theDevil the greatdeceiver, can poffefs you with
fuch frantick thoughts as thefe, what wonder if you hate the
very name of Holinefs ? How can you find pleafure in the
greatelt good, while you take it for ancvil ? If you will believe
all that the Devil and his foolifh malicious inftruments fay of
God and of a holy life, you fhall never love God, nor fee any
fovelinefs,or tafte any fweetnefs in his fervice, : ,

Dir. 2. Come neer and fearch into the inwards of a holy life,
andtry it alittle While your [elves, if you would taite the plea-

Afure of it : and do not tand losking ox it at a diffance, where
you fee nothing but the ontfide : nor judge by bure hearfay,

which giveth you no zaffc or relifh of it. The fweeenefs of ho-
ney, or wine, or meatisnot known by looking onir, but by tafting
it. Comeneer and srywhatitisto live in the Love of God, and
in the belief and hope of life eternal, and in univerfal obedience
to the laws of Chrift ; and then tell us how thefe things do re-
lith with you. You will never know the fweetnefs of them-
effe@ually, as long as you are but lookerson. It was the fimi-
litude which Peter Adarryr ufed in a Sermon, which converted
the Noble Neopolitane Marquefs of Uicam, Galeacins Caraccio-
tus, ( who forfook wife, and children,and honours, andlands,
and countrey, and all for theliberty of the Reformed Religion
atGenewa ») faith ke, [ If you fee the motion of dancers afar
off, and hear-not the Mufick, you will think they are frantick :
but when you come nearand hear the mufick, and obferve their

 harmonical orderly motion, you will take delight in it, and de-
fireto joya withthem.?] So men that judgeat & diftance of the
. truth and holy ways of God, by the flanderous reports of ma-

lignant men, will think of the godly as Feftns of Panl that r,hga
are befide themfelves. - But if they come among thers, and fearct
morg mpartiallyintothie péafons of their coure, and fpecially
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if they joyn with themin the snwards and wital aftions of reli-
gion, they will then be quickly of another mind, and rot go
back for all the pleafures or profits of the world. In the works
of Nature, (and fometimes of Arc ) theoutfide is fo far from
fhewing you the excellencies, that it is but a comely vaile to bide
them. Though you would have a handfome cover for your
watch, yet doth it but bide the well ordered frame, and uleful
motions that are withis : You muft open it, and there obferve
the parts and motions, if you would pafs a right judgement of
the work. Youwould have a comely cover for your Books :
but it is but to hide the well compoied letters from your fight,
in which the fenfe and ufe and excellency doth confift. *~ You muft
;'Den it, if you will readit and know the worth of it. A common-
pectator when he feeth a Rofe or other flower or fruit-tree,
thinketh he hath feen all, or the chiefeft part: Butitis the fecret
t_m_fearcheable motions and operations of the vegerative life and
juice within, by which the beauteous lowers and fweet fruits are
produced, and wonderfully differenced from each other that are

- theexcellent part, and myfteries in thefe nitural works of God.

Could you but fee thefe fecret inward canfesand operations, it
would incomparably more contentyou. He that paffeth by and
looketh on a Bee-hive, and feeth but the Cover, and the laborious
Creatures going inand out, doth fee nothing of the admirable
operations within, which God hath taughe them : Did you there
fee how they make their wax and honey, and eompofe their
€ombs, and by what laws, and in what order their Common-
wealth is governed, and their work carryed on, you would
know more then the out. fide of the hivecan fhewyou. Soitis
about ghc life of Godlinefs: If you faw the izward motions of
the guickening [biris upon the foul,and the order and exercife of
every grace,and by what laws the thoughts and affe&ions are
governed, and to whom they tend, you would then fee more of
the beanty of Religion, then yeu can fee by the ourward beha-
viour of our affemblies. The fbe/ is not fweer ; but ferves to
bidethe. [weeter part, from thofe that will not ferm thofe walls,
tha they may poflefsic as their prize. The kernel of Religion
;ts _CQFV;red witha /el fo hard that flefh and blood cannot break

5 “2@rd fayings, and hard providences to the Church; and t0
Pg,rtlcular; believers, are fuch as many cannot break throngh, and
therefore never tafte the fweetnefs. . The moft admired featurg
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Part1I. A Saint or a Brute, 57
and beauty of any of your bodies, ( which fools think to be
themoft excellent part of the body) is indeed but the handfome
well-adorned cafe, that God by nature doth cover his more ex-
cellent inward works with. Were you but able to fee within
that skin, and shag, once to obferve the wonderful motions of
Heartand Braine, and the courfe of the blood in the veins and
arterics, and the feveral fermentations, and the canfes and nature
of shylifications, and fanguifications, and the fpirits and fenfes
and all their works : and if you faw the reafon of every part
and veffel in this wonderous frame ; and the caufes and nature
of every difeafe ; much more if you faw the excellent nature and
operations ef that rational feul, that is the glory of all, you
would then fay thatyon had feen a more excellent fight, then
the fmooth and beanteons skin that coversic : The invifible (snl
isof greater excellencie thenallthe vifible beantics in the world
So alfo if you would know the excellencies of Religion yog;
muft not {fand witbous the doors, or judge of it by the skix and
focll, but you muft come neer,andlookinto the inward Reafons of
it,and think of the difference between the high imployments of
a Saint, and the poor and fordid drungery of the ungodly ; be-
tween walking with God, in defire, and love, and in the fpiritual
ufe of hisOrdinances and creatures and converfing only with fin-.
ful men,and tranfitory vanities : between the life of faith and
hope, which is daily maintained by the forefight of Everlafting.
Glory,and a life of meer nature and worldlinefs and fenfuality,
and idle complementand pompe,which are but the progenitors of
forrow,and end in endlefs defperation. Come ncer, and try
the power of Gods Laws, and of the workings of his fpiric
and think in good f{adnefs of the place where you muft live for

ever, and the glory you fhall fee; and the fweet enjoyment: .

and employment youfhall have in the prefence of the eternal:
Majefty , and think well of all the fweet contrivances and
difcoveries of his lovein Chrift; and how freely all thefe are
offered to you ; and how certainly they may be your own ; per-
ufe the promifes and fweet expreffions of Love and Grace; and
exercife your fouls in ferious meditation, prayer, thank(giving,
and praife; and withall remember, that none bgt thefe will be
durable delights ; and then tell me, whether a life of fportand
pride, and worldlinefs, and flefh-pleafing, or a life of faith-and

Holinefs, be the betser, the (weerer, and more pleafanslife.
> ‘ Ni3 Djr. 3.
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 Dired. 3. 1f you wouldrafte the Pleafuresof a Holy life, you
mult apply your felf to Chrift inthe #fe of his appointed means ,
for the reneWing of your matmres : that his Spirit may give yor 4
new nnderfanding and a new beart , to difeern and vellifh Spiritaal
»  things : Foryour old corrspred minds and hearss will never do it.
[They are unfuitable to the things of God, and therefore cannot
Recesve them, nor faveur them, nor be [#bject o the holy laws,
1Cor.2. 14,15. Rom.8.5,6,7, 8. The appetize and relifb of
every living creature is agreeable to its zazare. A fifh hath fmall
pleafurein the dry land ; nora bird in the deeps of water; grals
and water is fweetcr to an Ox then our moft delicate meats and
drinks : Corruption and Cuftom haye made you fo vitious, that
your matures are not fuch as God made them atthefirft, when
he bimfelf was mans defire and delight : but they are now - ” k

clinedto fenfual things, being captivated by the flefhly part, and
have contra&ed a ftrangenefs and enmity to God. And cherefore
thofe Hearzs will never rellifh the fweetneffes of alife of Faith,
and Holinefs, till Faizh and Holinefsbe plantedin them, and they
born again by regeneratinggrace : For that which ds born of
the ficfy s flefis ,+( and but fleth ; and therefore doth reach
00 higher then a flefhly inclination can move it ) ; andthat which
35 born of the [piritis [pirit 5 and therefore will rellith and love
things Spiritual, i
_Direél. 4. Laftly, if you would tafte the pleafures of a Holy
life , you mauft forbear thofé finful flefbly pleafnres , which now yoss
are [o taken sp with. Yor thefe arethey that infatuate your un-
de_rﬁmdings, and corrupt your appetites, and make the fweetelt
things feem loathfom to you. * As the ufing of vain fports, and
filthy luft, abroad, doth make fuch perfons aweary of their own
relations, and families, and bufinefs at home ; fo-alfo the glutting
of the mind with vanity, and ufing your felves to finful pleafures,
1sitthat turns your hearts from God, and maketh his Word and
Wayes unfavoury to you. You muft firft with the Prodigal,
Lwuke 15. bebrought intoafamine of yourformer pleafares,and
be denyed the very busk ', and thenyou will remember thac the
Mmeaneft fervant in your Fathers houfeis ina far better cafe then
i‘:l‘éah:lwm_g bread enough, while you periflr through hunger.
oo Nce l;t is that God doth fo often promote the work oF
o Tﬁﬂf' Y Affiittion ; and by-the fame means carryerh o# the
- Workof Graseinmoft that he will fave. Cannot you red b
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- 0 Jeave your fenfusl pleafures @ What will youdo when ficknefs

makes you weary of them? Weary of your mear, and drisk, and
bed , weary to hear talk of that which now doth feem fo fweet 2
and to fay, 1have nopleafurein them ? Cannot you fpare your
friends, your fports, your bravery, your wealth and other carnal
accommodations 2 What will you fay of them, when pain dif-
graceth them, and convinceth you of their infufficiency to fland
youinany ftead ? Thefe things that youare now fo loth to leave,
may fhortly become fuch a load to your fouls, as undigefted meat
to the ftomack that is fick, that you can have noeafe till you have
caft them off, g)

Away therefore with thefe lufcious Vanities betime, which vi--
giate your appetites, and put them ount of reflith wichthe things-
thar are truly pleafant.. O what a thameit is to heara manfay [ I
fhall never endure fo godly, and fpiritual, and ftri a life; | when
ke can endure and take pleafure in a life of in | You may wifelyer-
lic down in the dunghill or the ditchand fay , .[ I fhall never en-
dare a cleaner place ; |.or feed on earrien, and fay, [ I fhall ne--
werendurea cleaner dyet s ] or accompany only wich enemies:
and wild beafts , and fay [ I fhalineverendurethe company of

- my friends. ] What ! is God worfe then the creature, and Heaven:

then earth ? and fo muchworfe, as not to be emdsred in your
thoughts and affections in comparifon of them 2 You will never
know your friends till you forfake thefe degeiwers ! Nor ever
know the Pleafnres of a Holy life, till you will lec go the poyfon--
‘ous Pleafures of fin : And thenyou may find that San&fication
deftroyeth mor ,but changeth and recovereth your Delights : and.
giveth you fafety for the greateft peril, healch for ficknels] friends-
for enemies, gold for drofs, lifefor death, and the fore-tafts of

Relt for tiring vexation, iy

2. "THE fecond fors that are hence to be Repro.véd FRre,
. TTbofewmlgandtraﬂbIed Jervawts of the Lord , thar Liwe
s fadly a5 if they fowndmore gricf then pleafnre in.thewayes of
God.. ; il gir ] ; a3
Indeed it is to be lamented that few of the heirsof life do live:
according to the happinefsand dignity.of their Calling ; .nor are

* the great things that God hath done tor them fo apparent inthe -

checcfulnels and comforts of their: ives 3s they fhoald be: Buc
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354 A Saint 0r a Brute, Pare II3
fome that are addi&ed to deje®ednefs , do in a greater meafure
wrong Chrift and themfelves | 'being alwayes feeding upon fe-
cret griefs, and torturing themfelves with doubts and fears, an
acquainted with almoft no other language but lamentations,
felt-accufations and complaints. Thefe poor fouls ufually difcover
honeft hearts, that are weary of fin, and low in their own eyes,
and fong to be better, and do not dif-regard the matters of their ‘
falvation as dead-hearted ungodly finners do. Their complaints
‘thew what they wou/d be : and what they wonld be fincerely, thac
they are in Gods account. But yet they live fo far below the
fweet delights which they might partake of, and fo far below the
provifions of their Fathers houfe, and the riches of the Gofpel,.
that they have caufe to lament their exceffive lamentasions, and
more caufe to reform this fad diftemper , and no caufeto indulge -

- it, as ufually fuch do. And though with the moft of them fome Ny
natural paffions and weakneffes, and fome melancholy diftempers
are fo much the caufe, as may much excufe them , yet becaufe it
ts an evil which muft be difowned, and Reafon muft be the means,
‘where people have the free ufe of Reafon, Ifhall lay down fome
of the great inconveniences of this fad diftemper , and befeech
'thofe that tender thie honour of God , and would do that which
is moft pleafing to him , and love not their own calamity, that
they will foberly confider of what I fay , and labour to r¢-
gulate their minds accordingly. :

‘1. Idefire the deje®ed Chriftian to confider, that by hi heavy
and uncomforsable life, he [eemeth to the world to accnfe God ard
his [ervice , as if he openly called him a rigorous, hard, unac-
ceptable mafter, and his work a fad unpleafant thing. I know
this is not your thoughts : ‘T know it is yonr felves and not God
and his Tervice that offendeth you ; and” that you walk not hea-
vily becaufe you 4re holy, but becaufe you fear you are net holy,
and becaufe you are #o more boly : 1know itisnot ef grace, buc
for grace that you'complain. But do you not give too great occs
fion 1o ignorant fpeGatorsto judge otherwife? If you fee a fer-
vantalwayes fad, that was wont.to be merry while he ferved ano-
dl‘" mafter, will yon notthink that he hath a mafter that diff
pleafethhim 2 3f you fee a woman live in continual heavynefs
ever ﬁpce The was marryed , that lived merrily before, will you
not think that fhe hach met with an unpleafing match ? Youare
hmand new born for Gods honour ; and will you thus difbor;]o_ﬂ" :
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him before the world ? What do you ( ia their eyes) but dif
praife him by your very countenance and €arriage , while you
walk before him in fo much heavinefs | The child that ftill cryes
when you put on his fees, doth fignifie thar they pinch him : and
he difpraifeh his mear that makes a fomer face at it : And he
difpraifeth his friend, that is alway fad and troubled in his com-
pany ! He that thould [y of God [ Zhon ars bad , or cruel and

ﬂnmercp‘ﬂlj fhould blafpheme. And fo would he that faith of ~
s

Holinefs [ Itis a bad, nnpleafant, huriful ffate. ] How then dare
you do that which is fo Jike to fuch blafpheming ? when you
fhould abftain fromall appearance of evil ? 1 Thef. §.22..Canft,
thou find in thy heart thus to difhonour and wrong the God

whom thou fo much efteemeft, and the grace which thou fo much

defireft ? For a wicked man thatis far from God , to goheavily
orroar in the horrour of his foul, is athame to bis £ ; but no
difpononr to Godand Holinefs. But for youthatare near him, in
-relation, engagement, and attendance, to walk fo heavily, refle@s
onhim to whom youn are Related, and from whom you look for
your Reward. ‘ : et
2. Confider alfo , What alamentablebinderance yo# are hereby
20 the conver fion and [alvation of fonls ? Your countenancesand
fad complainings do affright men from the fervice of the Lord,
andas it were call to them , to keep off and fly from the way
that you find fo grievous. You gratifie Satan, the enemy of
Chrift, and Holinefs, and fouls, and become his inftruments
(though againft, your wills ) to affright men from the way of
life. As che Papifts keep their deluded Profelytes abroad from
Truthand Reformation, by giving them odious defcripions of the
Proteftants,as if they were Hereticks, proud, frantick, mad, and
fearcely men, and when they burn them , they adorn them with
pi&ures of the Devil; even fo doth Satan keep poor fouls from
- entertaining Chrift and Truth, and entering the holy pathes,
by making them believe that the fervantsof Chrift are a com-
pany of diftermpered melancholy fouls, and that Godlinefsis the
way to make men mad ; and that he char will fec hisheart on
Beaven, muft never look more for ‘a merry comfortable life on
earth. Hence comes the proverb of the Malignant Formalifts
and Prophane, that 4 Puritanc is a Proteftant frightened ont of
bis wits. And will you confirm this flander of the Devil and his
inftruments ? Will you entice men to believe him 2 Will you
Yy AN ke
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make your felves fech pictures of unhsppinefs? and wear fucha.
Vizor of calamity and mifery , as fhali frighten all thac lookon
you and obferve you, and difcourage them from the way which
they fee accompanyed with fo much forrow 2 As you hang up,
dead erows in your feld to frightes the reft from the Corz,
and as maurderers are hanged in irons to terrific all that fee them
from that erime, or as the heads of Traytors are fet up to the
fame end, as proclaiming to all paffengers, [ Thus muft yon be ufcd
if yonwill.do asthey :] Juft fo would Satan fill you wich ter-
rours, and overwhelm you with grief, and diftra&t you with
caufelefs doubts and fears, that you may appear to the. world a
miferable fort of people ; and then all that look on you will be
afraid of Godlinefs , and think they fee it as it were writtenin
your fore-heads , [ Such drooping pitsiful creatures muft all be,.
rhat will lead [o precife and bhecvenly a life.]] Do you think your
carnal neighbours and acquaintance will not be deterred from a-
holy life , when they fec that fince you turned to it, you do no-
thing but complain, and droop, and mourn,as if you were WU_rfc :
then you were before ? And was it not enongh that you hin-
dred their converfion before , when you were in your ignorance:
and fin, by your wicked cxamples and encouragements, butyou
muft binder it £/l by your dejected difcouraging counrenances -
and converfations? Yea perhaps your later exceflive troubles-
may do more to hinder their converfion , then your perfwafions -
and examp|esdid before.  And can youfindin your bearts to lay
fucha flombling block asthis in the way of your miferable ac-
quaintance, to keep them from falvation ? Wil it not gricve you -
to think that you fhould have fo greata hand in mens damnati-
on , cven {ince youare returned to God your felves ? 1know .-
by your forrows and complaints; that the perdition of a foul is -
no fmallmatter in your eyes : O therefore take. heed of that:
which may procureit. The ufe that Satan would have you make -
Of thefe very words is , to go away with more deje@ion, andto -
fay, L Whar awretch am 12 even unmeet to live,that by my g_rifff #
“m not oxly miferable my [elf, but 2lfo hinder the [alvation of
“‘_’967‘::] And thus be would draw thee to grieve over all -
by griefs agiin , and becaufe thou: haft cxeeeded in thy for--
TOWS , 10 be more execffive : and fo to add one fin unto
:‘mdff 5 and to ds more, becaufe you have done oo m#ch:
Su that gricf is al that he can.aliow. thee ; and one ﬂuﬁlf
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fhall be made the reafon of amother, thae thou mailt run thusin
a round of mifery, and ftop in gricving, and o no furcher :

Whereas thou fhould® fo grieve for fuch grief as may calt =

thee off, and ffay thy grieving : and thy repentirg thould
b‘; ;he cure and forfaking of thy fin, and not the renewal
of it, ,

But on the other fide, if thou couldft live a heavenly joyful
life, that the glory of thy hopes might appear in thy counte-
nanee, thy conferenceand converfation, how many might here-
by bedrawn to Chrift,and caufed to think well of the ways of
God? Didthe Godly but exceed the reft of the world, in hely
~joyand cheerfulnefs of mind, as much as they exceed them in
‘happinefs and in the ¢an/es of true joy, what an honour would it
‘be to Chrift and holinefs ? and whac an atcradive to win the ig-
_norant to embrace the motions of falvation? How eafily would
they let go their finful pleafures, their gluttony, and drunken-
nefs, and filthinefs,and gaming, if they did but fee by the carri-
_age of believers, thar they were like to exchange them for mach
greater.joys 2 Youcannotexpet that ignorant men, that never
.&ryed a holy life, and have a natural enmity agsinft ie, fhould fee
the excellency of it immediately in it feif ; But they will judge of
Religion by the perfons that profefsit : Zhse fhall feem to them
-the beft Religion, that hath the beft and happieft profeffors :
And thofe feem to them the happieft and beft, that have the
‘greatelt comforts,and conquer molt the troublesof their minds.
You can cxpe no other, but that countrey people, that know
not the nature of medicines themfelves, fhould judge of them
by the (uccefs,and think that he followeth the beft advice, who
is moft healchful, and of longeftlife. Andfo will the ignoranc
judge of the holy do®rineand commands of God, by the lives
‘of thofe that feem to follow. them. -O.therefore behave your
felves in the Churchof God, as thofe that remember, that they
five in the prefence of aworld of men, whofe happinefs or mi-
fery hath muchdependance on your lives. If you were debating
che cafe with a fenfual wretch, would you not se# bim that Holi-
nefs is a ftace of greater pleafure then his fin 2 Tel bim fothen by
your cxample as wellas by your words : Let him fee as well as
bewr of the confidence and comforts of truc believers, Were
‘Chriftianity exemplified in the lives of Chriftians, how excellent
-aftate would it appear? were Ws[bm fuch as the holy 49&‘:!‘:3
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and Chriftian patternrequirethus to be, even the blind malici-
ous world would be forced to admire the attainments of the
Saints: Though they might bate them, yet they would admire
them. Werewe fuch as Stephen, that was full of faith and of
the Holy Ghoft, and could {tedfaftly look up to heaven by faith,
and fee there'the Glory of the living God, and Jefus {tanding at

+ hisright hand, till we were raifed to his boldnefs in defence of

the truch, and his quiet fubmiffion to the greateflt fufferings, the
world would not then be able to refift the wifdom and fpirit by
which we fpeak, but the faces of believers would fometime ap-
pearto the terrour of their perfecutors, as the faces of Angels
as Al 6.5,10,15. &7.51,55,56,60.. They are high and
glorioys things that are affured to us in the promifes of the Go-
ipel. Did but thefe chings appear, in the ftedfaft faith, the con-
fident hopes, defires, and joys of us that do exped them, belie-
vers then would be the wonder of the world ;and our joys would
fo thame their dreaming, childifh, brutifh pleafures, that doubt-
lefs multitudes would flock in, to feewhat it is that fo delighteth
us, that they might be made partakers of our joys. Even as
Simon Magus himfelf when he faw the Miraculous guift of the
Holy Ghoft, would fain have bought that guifc with mo-
ney; fomenthat are yet carnal, in the gall of bitternefs and
bond of their iniquities, will yet fee a defirable excellency in the
Joy of the Holy Ghoft, and with they were partakers of fuch
Joys, though yet they are unacquainted with the way to at=
tain it, -

- Ido'therefore intreat -you all that believe and hope for an
everlafting Crown, that you will fhew the poor deceived world
the precioufnefs of your faich and hopes, and the high preroga<
tive of the Saints, in your mman{werable cheerfulnefs and joy,
and live not with as dead and uncomfortable hearts as thofe
that have nothing but a vexatious tranfitory world te comfort
them: much lefs to be more dejected then thefe wretched fouls.
Do you not defire the converfion of your carnal friends, and
allabout you ? would you not be glad if you could further it 2
O:that you could try chis pleafant way ! and fhew them that
you have. found the unvaluable treafure /' And as the Rich
live in greater pompe, and at higher rates then the poor, {0
You that fpeak of the Riches of Grace, and live in the family
of the Lord, Q fhew the world the dignity of your ftate, by:
Py <k your
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your holy courage and comfortable behaviour, and by your
living aboye' the pleafures and griefs of unbelievers ! When
they glory in their profperity, do you Gloryin the Lord : When
tbey boalt themfelves in theirriches or reputation, do yox imie
tate holy Dawid who profeflech, Pfal, 34.1,2,3. [ 7will blefs
the Lord at all times : his praife [ball continnzlly be in thy month.
My [onl loall make her. boaftin the Lord : the humble foall hear
thereof and be glad « O magnifie the Lord with me , and let
us exalt hisname togesher. 1 And Plal. 44.8. [ In God will we
boaft all the daylong, and praife thy Name for ever.] By fuch
fpiritual joyfulnefs your lives would be a continued Sermon ;
and you mighe thus preach home more fouls to Chrift, then the :
moft excellent preacher by bare perfwafions, Poor finners : '
‘would begin topitty themfelves that live fo far below the Saints g
and they would think with themfelves [ It is not for nothing
that thefe menrejoyce, and arecomfortable even in the lofs of alff
thofe things that we rake all our comforcin ! ] For the honour
of yourdeareft Lord, and for your own felicity, and for the
fake of the miferable fouls about you, Ibefcech you Chriftians.
do your beft to reach this fweetand joyfulleft life, and to avoid
thofe inordinate troubles and defpondencies which are like to
crofs thefe blefled ends.  And pray for me and the reft of his
fervants, that the Lord will forgive us our difhonouring of his
name, our wronging our own fouls, and eur difcouraging the:
world from living unto God, by ourliving fo far below ‘his mer-
cies, and fo unanfwerable to the unfpeakable treafures of his
Saints: and that for thetime to come, we may lay this duty more
to heart,and by the comforting fpiric may be clevated to the

rformance of it.

But1 fuppofe fome will fay [ 7o tell mebow I fBould live for
the enconragement of others isbnt to draw me to 4% hypoeritical affe
SEation and counterfeiting of joy and comrage 5 as long as I am
anable inwardly to rejoyce, and can [ee %0 [nfficient canfe of my
rejoycing in my felf.] ‘ £

eAn/w 1.1{hall by and by fhew you that you fhave foffici-
ent, yea unfpeakable caufe of joy." 2. And now I fhall only \
fay that you are not to fufpend and forbear your  comfort, dill \
yowhave full affurance of yout own fincerity : your probabili=

and weakeft faith, and hope, will warrant a more comfortable

ties,
Iife then you can live. And itis not hypoerifie, but a secefary:
d rs duty
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duty t0 dy the ourward aitions that are here commanded ws ,
though we cannot reach to that degree of s»ward comfort that
wedcfire ;: For wedo not hereby affirm our felves to have the
-Joy which we havenor : (.Iam not perfwading any man to lye : )
butonly weexprefsas fully asweareable rhat lirtle which we
“have : And alirtleindeed , awery lirtle of fucha high and hea-
wenly nature, grounded on the fmalleft hopes of everlafting life ,
will allow you in the expreffion of it, to tranfcend the greatcft
delights of the ungodly : Andalfo we do perform the exrernal
part, bothasa commanded duty,and asa means to further thein-
ward rejoycing of the foul. So outward folemnity and feafting
in dayes of Thank{giving, areas well to further inward Joy,asto
-exprefsit : Even as meanattire, and fafting, and humbleft pro-
ftracions before the Lord, on dayes of Humiliation, are as much.
10 further inward Humiliation as to exprefs it. The bebaviour of
-the body hath an operative reflexcion on themind : and therefore
thould be ufed not only for rbe difeovery, but for the cure of the
~ foul. If you cannot reftrain your asger as you defire, itis no by-
pecrifie, but your dutyto bideit , and to refrain from the faful
effets. Andif you can but ufeyour felves fome time to behave
your felves in your anger , asif you had #o anger , in meeknefs of
{peech and quictnefs of deportment, anger it [elf will be the
~quicklyer [ubducd, and in time will be the eafier kept out. If you
-€annot relirain your smordinate appetire to meat or drink, for
quality or quantity ; itis yetze bypoerifie, but your duty, to hold
your hands and thut your mouzhes and refrain the things to which
'YOu hawe an appetite. And if you will but ufe your felves a con-
VENIent time to forbear the thing, you will (wbdue the appetite. 1§
the drunkard will forbear the drink, and che glatton his too much
defired difh, and the fportful gamefters their needlefsand finful
‘Tecreations, they will find that the fire of fenfuality will go our,
for want of fucll. As the too wanton Poet faith concerning wan=
ton Love,

dntiat amor mentes un : dedifcstur ufn =
Luipoterit {anum fingere, fanus erit.

g urekindh[hi{ . and Je v o . P

: quenchethit : Hethat can but live # 4
Jewnd man, {_hﬂlﬂc lalt become a found man. 1f you cannot over-
“eme your inward Prideas you defire, youmuft not therefore
= Seme e IOtk
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fpeak big, and look high, and fwagger it out in bravery, andac-

- company with gallants, to avoid Hypocrifie : But you muft
bumbly,and be cloathed foberly, and accompany wit% the Eurggﬁkf\

And 1. thisis the performance of one parcof yourduty; 2.and

itis the expreflion of your Defires to be more hamble , and con-

fequently of fome bawmility contained in thefe defires; 3. and ic

is the way to Work your hearts to that bumility which you want ;-
or the way in which you muft wait on God for the receiving of -

it : Soif you cannot overcome the Love of the werld as you de-
fire, do not therefore forbear giwing to the poor, for fear of Hy-

pocrifie : But give the more , that you may perform fo much of

your duty as you can, and may the fooner overcome your world-

Iy love. Some trees will be kil/ed with often cropping : But if’
they will not, it is better thara poyfonous plant fhould live only -

in the root, then {prout forth and be fruicful.

Even fo, if you cannot overcome your snwurd dowbes,and
fears, and forrews, asyou defire , yet let them not be fruirfur, .

nor caufe you.to walk fo dejectedly before the world , astodif=

honour God and your holy profeflion : And if you bave not"
the snward comfort you difire, exprefs your defires and the bopes
and [malleft comfores that you have, to the beft advantage for
your Mafters honour : Andyouwill find thata holy chearfulne(s
of countenance, expreflion and deportment , will at lalt much:

overcome your inordinate dilquietments , and much promote

the joyes which you defire. - But yet that you may fee caufe
for the cheerfulnefs-to- which I now exhort you, I next:

adde. -

3. If thon have but one Spark_of [ aving grace, it i et poffible

far thee noWo to conceive or cxprefs the happine(s of thy- [fate , and

the canfe thon haft ta live a tharkfnl jiyons life.  1f thou bhave mo-

grace , thowart not the perfonchat I am now fpeaking to. If

thou have 7o grace , whence isit that thon fo much defireff it 2
What is it that caufech thee to lament the want of it, and walk o
heavily, but becaufe thou art fo much in doubt of it ? If thou -
truly Love it, thou haft iz, (for itis only grace that canfeth an -
unfeigned Love of grace ). _And if thou Jvweitnor, why canft -

ot thou more quietly be without it Why doft thou make

fo much ado for it ? Butif thou haveit in the lealt degree, and -
- foart born again of the fpirit, thou haft with it an unfpeakable
 ereafure of delights : The God of Lifcand Loyeis thine :LT h;. :
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Lord Jefus Chrift is thine - TheSpiritis thine ¢ The promifes are
thine: and Heaven it felf is thine in title,, and fhali be thine in
full perpernal poffeflion. The God that made and rulech all things,
Is Reconciled to thee, and is thy Father , having by gracein Chrifl
adopred thee to be his Son; Rom.5.1,2,10,11. & 8. 1,16,17.
Gal.4.6. 2 Cor. 6. 18. The Sor of God is become thy Head
and thou art become a member of bis body, as flefbof bss flefb, and
bone of his bone, ( which no man ever yet hath hated ) Ephe/. 5.
23,27,29, 30. Thouart become the Zemple and refidence of the
Houly Ghoft. Thy title to Heaven is incomparably more fure, then
any mans humane title to his poffeffions or inheritance on earth :
And what rejoycing can be too great for aman in thy condition ?
O what a Life fhould that man live > with whar fweet delight
fhould he be tranfported , that hath the Spiritof Chrift now
living in him, to prepare himand feal him up for an endlefs life
with Chrift ? He that fhall be Sortly {o full of joy, fhould notbe
emipty now when he remembreth what he muft thortly be. Dothit
‘befeem him now to dwellin grief, and refufe confolation , that
muft in a few dayes be fwallowed up with Joy ? If thou that fic-
teft here in heavinefs, wert aflured that thortly thou fhouldit be
with Chrift, and made ablefled companion of Angels, and pof-
fefled of thy Mafters joy, a joy that hath no bounds or end ,
would not thy Confcience then tell thee, that thou greatly
wrongeft fuch abundant mercy,in that thou art no more affeed
with 1c? and thatthy want of joy doth exprefs thy too much
want of thankfulnefs. Doft thou fi: there like a child of God 3
andlikean heir of Heaven, and a co-heire with Chrift > ( Rom.
8.16,17.) Doth that forrowful heart, and that dejeted coun-
tenance become one that muft live wich Chrift for ever, in fuch
refplendent glory as thou muft do ? and that hath but a few more

ayestolive, till thou take pofleffion of thefe endlefs joyes 2 The
Lord pardon and heal our unbelicf. Did Faith more effeGtually
Play its parc , asitis the evidence of things not feen, and with-
draw the veil, and thew us, thoughbut in a glafs,the glory which
We muft fec with open face , it would be wine to our hearts, and

- 9Ylto our countenances » and make our poverty, ficknefsand

€4th, more comfortable then the wealth, and heaich, andlife of

the ungodly. : =
- 1 kf‘ow you will fay fill, that you conld rejoyce if you were [nre
all this were yours : but when you rather think you have o part in it,
3t can be but (mall comfort to yeou. x - Anfw.
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An/w. 1. But whoisit Jewg of that you have {tilt-fuch fears ?

Have you notin your fouls that Love ro Holinefs, thatdefire

afrer it, that batred and wearine(s of fin, that Love rothe fearch~

ing difcovering ufe of the Word of God, that Lovetothe Brethres, :

which.are the ¢widences of your title, and to which God hath i

plainly promifed falvation ? If then youhave your Title in the ,

Promife , and your Evidences in-your bearts, and yet wil be fill

queftioning whether you have them or no, and whether the King-

dom fhall be yours, your weaknefs and inconfideratenefs caufeth g

your own forrows : And when you have finfully 4red your b

doubts, will you infitt on them to excufe your following

fins ? : :

2. Are younot [ure that Chrift and his benefics areyours? I

* am fure they are yours, or may be if you Wikl - and nothing but
your continued refufal can deprive you of them.  For chis isthe
very tenor of the promife : And if you willnot have Chriftand : :
his offered benefits, why do you fo diffemble’as to take on you to ;
mourn becaufe you have chem not ? Butif you are widing, they Q
are yours, S g ;

Obje&. Bur (youwill{ay) if we had nothing but canfe of
comfors , we conld rejoyce = bur we have canfe of [forrow
alfo : How can we live comfertably under fo much fin and [uf-
fering 2 ;

Anfw. By thisaccount you will never rejoyce till you come
to Heaven ; for you will never be free from fin and fuffering till
then. Nay it feems you would have no man elfe rejoyee , and fo
would banifh all comfort from the werld : For therc is no man
without fin and fuffering.

Buc what can there be of any weight to prohibic a fincere Be-
liever from feafonable fpiritual rejoycing? Have you fin ? It is
not grofs and reigning fin : And finful infirmities, the beft of the
Saints on earth have had., Asyour fin muft beyour moderate for-

- vow; fothe pardsn of it,and the degree of mortification which you
haveattained, and thejremife you%ave of full deliverance, (hould
be the matter of your greater joy. Are your Graces weak ¢ Be -
humbled inthe fenfe of that your weakne/s , but rejoyce mare that
they are fincere and will be perfest. Areyour affiltions great ? Be
humbled under them : ‘But rejoyce more that they are but Fa-
therly chaftifements, proceeding from Love, and tending to your
geeater gogd ; and that youare faved from the confuming fire,

; ik

» L2 e
s S

. B
i ; . : S .




e aua

Provide for the comfort. of his Difciples ? Commanding them

—— " o

: 364 A Saint or 4 Brute, Part I,

and fhall live in everlafting reft , where afflition fhall be known
no more. Isit pofiible for that man that hath the love of God,
and fhall have heaven for ever, to have any fufferings that fhould
weigh down rkefe, and be matter to him of greater forrow then
this of joy ? Can you imagine that thereis more evil in your in-
firmities and fufferings, then thereis good in God, and happinefs.
in Heaven ? Isitrealon and equity that you fhould lookat fin
only, and notat grace ? and at what you want only , and notat
what you bave received ? Sceing you have more caufe of joy
then forrow, thould you not diftribute your affections propor-
tionably as there is caufe ? 1 diffwade you not from fea/onable mo-
derate [orrows : But fhould not your joy be much greaser, as long as
the caufe of itis much greatere :

4. And here I would intreate you to confider well of the
tenour of Gods commands concerning this marter in the Gofpel, and
of the exxamples of the Saintsthere left on record : And then tell
me, which courfe it is that God is beft pleafed with. Your chear-
ful or your dejected courfe of life : I'find that though Ipirty. the
fad and miferable , yer 1 had rather my felf have a chearful, then
a dreoping, grieving, trowbled companion and friend : Becaufe 1
defire one {nitable to my felf in the ftate I wonldbein; and I de-
Zight in the welfare , and not in the diftrefs and mifery of my
friend. And furely God thatisLove it felf, and hath created Joy

* inman to be his Happinefs, and hath placed fe much of mifery in

forrow, can never be fo delighted in our diffre(s and trenble, as in
our content and joy. As he hath fworn that he takes no pleafure
in the death of the Wisked, but racher that they repest and live ; {o
we may boldly conclude that he takes no pleafure in the anguifb
and dejectednefs of his children, but rather that they waik in Love
and chearful Obedience before him. But his Word will fullyand
plainly tell you, what temper it is that is moft pleafing to him. It

152 Jight andeafie bnrden that Chrift doth call us to bear ; and it is

his office to eafe #s and givens reft that labour and are heavyla-
dew with buydens of our own. Mat. 11.28,29. He was ancinted
2 preach the Gofpel, or glad tidings of falvation to the poor; and
"0C 0 heal thebroken-hearted 5 to preach deliveramce. to the cap=
$5%es and recovering of [ight to the blind, and o fer ar liberty the'”
that are bruifed, and to preach the acceptable year of the Lord, _L”](" _
4. 18, 19, When he was toleave the world, how carefully did he

not
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not to Jet their bearts be troubled, Job. 14.1.-and promifing to
fend the comforter to them, and that he would come to them,
and not leave them Comfortlefs, ver/. 16,18, 26. Repeating it
again, V.27,28. [ Peace 1 leave with you: my peace I give .
#uto Yo WOt a5 the world giveth give I #nto yom: Let not Jour
Leart be troubled, meither be afraid | Nay, he engageth them as
ks they Love him to rejoyce, even becanfe be went unto the Father : He
engageth them in the deereflt Love ro one another that their lives
mightbe the more comforsable , He foretellech them of his fuf-
ferings and of cheir own,left being furprized, their forrow {hould
be themore. He promifeth them that their (orrow fball be trrn-
ed into joy, Joh. 16. 20. and that in him they fball have peace,
awben in the world they havetribulation, V. 33. dire&@ing them to
prayeryand promifing to bear them that their joy m4) be full,
v. 24. and promifeth that none fhall take it from thens, V.2.2.
telling them of the manfions that he prepavetk for them , and
that it 7s bis will, that they be with bim, and behold his glory, that
" nothing might be wanting to their joy, Job.14-2,3. &17. .
23,24. When he appeareth to them after his Refurre@ion, his
falutation is, [ Peace be unto gou] Joh.20.19, 21, 26. The
abounding and munltiplying of this holy Peace, is the defire and

falutation of Panl to the Churchesin all his epiftles, Gal. 6. 16.
Ephef.6.23. Rom. 1§.33. 1 Cor.1. 8. Row.1.7. Gal.1. 3.
Phil. 1,2. Cob.1.2. 2Thef. 1. 2. 1 Tim. Lo 2. Tit. 1. 4a .
Philem. 3. So Deter . B Pete Tos20 82 20 L5 2 & 2 Jeb. 3. ‘
& 3 fob. 14. The Gofpel it felf is ameflage of glad tidings g
Luk.8.1. Atk 13.32. And it is the work of the minifters
of Chrift, to preach Peace to the finfyl world through him, \
A&. 10. 36. and to befeech them tobe reconciled to God,
2 Cor.S. 19, 20. and to bring Peace to. the houfes where any of
the fons of Peace #bide , Matth, 10. 12, 13. Luk. 10.6. Tri-»
wmphing joys and proclamations of Peace were the entrance of
Chrifts Kingdom: This Angels proclaime, Luk. 2. 14. [Glory be
t0God in the higheft : on Earth Peace: Good wil toWards men )
This the new infpired Difciples proclaun, Luk. 19. 37, 38.
[ T be Whole mnltitnde of the Difciples began torejoyces and praife
God with alond voice, forall the mighty warks that they had [ce#s
[aying, Bleffed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord:
Peace in beavin, and Glory inthe Highe#] what abundance of
commands for Rejojeing are in the Scripture 2 Plal,31. 1. [ Re-
b T o T




366 - A Saint or 4 Bruve, Pare I,
Jopcein the Lord O ye wighteous : for praife i comely for the u;-
right. Pfal. 97, 11, 12, Light is fows for the righteons, and glad-
nefs for the upright in beart . Rejoyce in the Lord Je righteous, and
Jive thanks at the remembrance of his holine[s | 1Thefl 5. 16:
Rejoyce evermore, Phil. 3. .1, Finally my Brethren, Rejoyee in the
Lord; Phil. 4, 4., Rejoyce in the Lord alWays, and again'I [a

vejoyce. 6. Becareful for nothing ¢ but in every thing by prayer
and [upplication with thanksgiving, lev yonr reque(ts be made
known unto God | And thus are the godly ordinarily defcribed,
evenin their deepeft fufferings and diftrefs, Rom. 5. 1,2. Being
guftified by faithwe have peace with Gsd and rejoyce in hope
of t/]e’glor] of God : And not only fo, but we glory n tribulhti=
0% wm— ] Phil. 3. 3. Itisthe defcription of a regenerateman
L 1o worfbip God in fpirit : 1o rejoyee in Chrifl Jefus © to have no
confidence in the fefp] 1per. 1, 6, 8. It is the defeription ’of
betievers [ 4, Rejoyce greatlyin a Chrift wot-feen; even With joy
#nfpeakable and full of glory : though for a feafon if need be, they

- May be in heavine/s through manifold temptations, 1 Pet, 4. 12,

13.14. eveninthe fiery tryal we muft rejoyce, as being partakers
of the [ufferings of Chrift,that when bis glory [ball be revealed, we
may be glad alfo With exceeding 73 ] when all mannir of evil 1
Ipcken of us falfly, for the fake of Chrift, and when we are bated
of all men and reproached, we man [} rejoyce and be exceeding glad,

andleap for JoJ, as knoﬁu'ng that onr reward in heawen-is grear,

Luk. 6. 22, 23, Matth. 5. 11, 12, The Apoftles were [ a
Jorrowful | yer alway _rejoycing i a having wsthing, and
Jet poff fing all things] 2 Cor. 6. 10. repoycing- in their/fof-
fering tor believers, ‘Cil. 1. 24+ even when they were beaten, re-
Joycing - thar they were counted worthy to [uffer for-the xame of
Chriff, AQ.5. 30, 40. The richmuft Rejoyce in-that he is made
low, aswell as the brother of dowdegree inthat be 4s exalted, Jam:
3.9, 10. The Eunuch when hé was bur newly converted,

went on his way rejsycing 1 AQ.8.30. There wos great joy in
Samaria when theyhad received the word of God, A&. 8.8, The
Yoice of rejoycing and [alvation s in the tabernaclesof ‘the righteoss.

be farntes of God are the rejoycing of their heare, Plal. 119, 11 1.
&19.8. 4y shofe that traff in God fhould rejoyce, and fhont for

19y, and il )y love bzs name fonld be joyfal in hivs, Plal, 5.11s

%332 VoL et the righteons be glad : let them rejoyce before God,
Jen lct.tmn_zr%fftedt'ng_l_y_ rejoyee, Plal. 68.3. Ler ws therefore de
% REL R TeD ﬁl’f ;
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firve [to fee t[,e'zobd of his chofen, and rejoyce in the gladuefs of his

wation, and glory With his inbevitance, Plal, 106, 5. [ Sing unto "

the Lord : fing Pfalms nuto him : talk of all his wonderous
works : ) Gloryyein bzs bely mame < let the heart of thems rejoyce
that feck the Lord}) Pfal105.1,2,3. The Suints [ball fhosr
alond for joy, Plal 132.9, 16. [ Begladin the Lord, O yerighten
ous, and fhont for joy all ye that are upright in hearr’] Pfal,
32.11. [ Behold my [ervants [hall rejoyce s but” ye [ball be'
afpamed s Bebold my [ervants [ball fing for joy of heart : but ye
foall cry for forrow of keart, and [oall honle for vexation of [pirir,
Ifa. 65.13,14.])

Aburdance fuch paffages tell you what menser of perfons it is-
that God delighteth in , and what he would have you be and doe.
Thefe I have recited to fhame the godly out of their undecent
troublesand dejectednels , as you would fbew a child bz face
in a glafs when he eryeth, that he may fee how he deformeth jr.
The'very Kingdom of God confifteth in-righteonfnefs; and Peace,
and joyinthe Holy Ghoff. 1fyou would live as is moft pzmﬁ,,g’:
smto God, and as befeemerh thofe that are indeed believers, lec
the joy of believers be (as-far as is poffible) . your ordinary
" frame : Andifby fin you wound your fouls, and bring fmart

upon your felves, dwell not in that wounded: fmarting flate ;
but go to your Phyficions, and beg of Cod that he will reffore #o
gouthe joy of ‘his falvation, and make you to bear the woice of jsy and -
g;ladm/.r-,that your brcken heart and benes wway rejoyee,Pla.51.8,12.

And take notice: throughout all the Scripture, whether you
- £nd che fervants of God fo much complaining of their want of

affurance, and of their frequent doubtings of their own fince- -
rity and his love. I think you will find this a very rare thing in -
the ancient Saints. They were fenfible of fin as well as we';

and they were as fenfible of Gods sfl.&ing band, and oft (as-

Fob, David, Hezrkiab; &c.) complained under it, perhaps with
fome excefs, and too much queftioning Gods favour to them as - .
if he had forfaken them. But ( befides and without any fuch
afli&ion’) to live in ordinary trouble of mind through the
doubting of their fincerity, and of Gods fpecial love, and to
be excreifed in the complaining: and difconfclate way as-now
abundance of Chriftiars are, this find little ofmthe Scripture
Saints. The reafon'was not becaufe rhey had meye hilinefs and -
Jefs finthan many that 7zew exe thus coff dewn i For the Gofpel

- oo e time+
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time excelleth theirsin degrees of grace , and Ithink the greater
carethat Chriftians -have of their hearts, and of inward re&i-
tude, and communion with God, and their fuller apprehenfions
of the /ife to come, and fo of their greareff bopes and dangers, is
one great canfe. - But yet there are worfe concurring caufes.
The Love of God, and his readinefs to thew mercy, fhould not
be more queftioned now, when it is fo abundantly revealed by
Chrift, then it was in times of darker revelation. The fervants--
of God did formerly conceive, that nothing but fiz could make
man miferable ; and therefore when they had finued, they re-
pented; and inftead of continning donbrsand fears, they bent their
refolutions againft their fins; and having eaft away their grofs and
Wilful fins,and continning the conflict againft their anavoidable
infirmiries, which they bared, they knew that the door of mercy

- wasftill open tothem ; and thatsf any man fin, we have an advo-

cate with the Father, Whois the propitsation. The time thatis now
fpent in doubting and complaining, and asking How fhall I know
- that I fincerely repent, was then fpent in Repenting, and reform-
ing, and ufing the means that God hath appointed for the con-
guerizg of {in, and then trufting to his grace and Covenant in
the blood of Chrift for pardon. ~And it would be beszer with
usif we did thus. Judge now by all thefe Scriptures, and by the
courfe of former Saints, how God would have you behave your
{elves. Do you not read an hundred times of their joy, and
_thanks,and prasfing God,and calling upon others to praife him,for
once chat they perplexedly queftion their fincerity ?
_ But perhaps you’le fay, that your ffrength is fo Weak, and your
_[ins and enemsies [o [Frong, and all your duty [o imperfelt and
#nworthy, that having [uch continnal canfe of trouble, you ¢annot
choofebut walk_in heavinefs, andin fears.

I anfwer you, 1. But why do you not tell what you jaor,
as well as what you wanr ¢ Have you not greater caufe to
fay [ My fins being mortified at the root, and all forgiven, -
and my founl renewed, and reconciled unto God, and I being,
made an heir of Heaven, how can I choofe but live in

¥ ?JA

#- Are you heartily willing to forfake your fins, and over-

--Ichme the tiings of which YO%I fo complair? ? or are you not ?
youarenot, why do you complain of them ? and why will
- You notconfent to leg them go ? and ufe Gods means to over.

come




