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Incertain things in which the%kéié gl
underftood : written to reconcle ind
pacifie fuch as by miftaking them
hinder Love and Concord.

Exhort. in the Liturgy before the Communion.

If any of you be—an hinderer, or [landerer of God’s
Wordy—or be in malice or envy,—Repent of your
Jins, or elfe come not to the boly Table, left after
the taking of that Sacmmens, the Devil enter
mto you as he did into Judas, and fill you full of
all miquities, and bring you to deftruction both of.
body and foul. :

By RICHARD BAXTER.

LONDO N,

Printed for Benj. Alfop at the Angel and Bible over
againft the Stocks-Market. 1679.
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To the Reverend

Conforming Clergy.

Rewverend Fathers and Brethren,

T is now feventeen years fince neer two

thoufand Minifters of Chrift were by

Law forbidden the éxercife of their Of-

fice,unlefs they did conform to Subfcrip-
tions, Covenants, Declarations and Practices,
which wedurftnot do,becanfe we feared God:
Forefeeing what this would do to the deftroy-
ing of Love and Concord, and of mens{ouls,
weakning the Land,encouraging Popery, He-
refie and Schifm, we did our beft betime by
Reafon, & fubmifiive petitioning the Bithops,
to have prevented it; but in vain: We ne-
ver made one motion for Presbytery, or
againft Liturgies, nor to abate any of the
Bifhops Wealth, or Honour, nor any thing
as to Church-Government, but Arch Bifhop
Ufbers Model of the Primitive way: And
we thankfully accepted of much lefs, expreft
w His Majefties Gracious Declaration about
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7 be Epiftle. :
Erelefiafticat Affairs, which,we hoped,would
h;‘icfeﬁed all our d_ifcord;. Ti}e R,ea‘ions
of the Great Change, and New Impofitions, it
is God, and not we, that muft have an ac-

_ count of from the Convocation,&c. and of the

confequents. Since then, as we forefaw, con-
trary interefts have increafed contrariety :
The Laws againit ‘our Preaching to more

‘than four, the Penalties of forty pound a Ser-

‘men, and long ‘imprifonment in common
Gaols, and driving us five miles ‘from Cor-
porations, and places where wg lately
preachr, and the reafons given are not un-
known to you : Many Books are written, and
Sermons preached, ~earneftly prefling Ma-
siftrates to execute thefe Laws againft us:
And though, when demanded, we gave in
a Catalogue of divers things in the old Impo-
fitions, which we undertook to prove to be
great fins; and in our Petition for Teace,
protefted that nothing but avoiding fin fhould
hinder our Conformity, and we had never

‘call or leave to give our reafons againft the

New Conformity ; 1 my felf have been re-
ported to my Superiours, to be'one that con:
tefleth the Lawfulnefs ofall, fave the renoun-
cing of a rebellious Covenant = And while the

Taw and Canons imprifon, and excommun.

cate us 7pfo facto,if we do but give the reafons
of our Nonconformity ; and Thave oflered to
Reverend Bifbops and others, toheg leave éo
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The Epiftle.

- do it onmy knees, and nothing more grieved

me, than that I might not fo endeavour to
fave men from the damning fins of tating,
falfe accufing, and ruining their Brethren, and
facrilegious hindering the Preaching of Gods
Word ; yethavel been called on to tell them
what it is that we would have; and told that
our Superiours judge us not fincere, but meex
factious Schifmaticks, that will neicher Con-
Jorm, nor tell them why we donot. Veliement
Letters of accufation are fentine: Many
Books charge us with heirfous Schifm, eveh
as wilfully doneagainft our cenfciences: Yer
that Covetoufnefs and Pride, and not Coiféi-
ence, caufe our Nonconformity ; that we are
the worft men alive, and unfit for humane fo-
ciety, &c. while we are made their fcorn,
and many want bread,and many of us preach
for nothing, fave the fpiritual benefits and
rewards. And thofe of us that have bread,
know of fo many that have families, and do-
thing but alms to maintain them, that we
are glad to give them all that our necefiities
can fpare: And we fuppofe our accufers
would not think that if they chole beggery
and fcorn, or lived only on mens charity, it
would prove them to be covetous or proud.
I have read the Books of Bithop /Mor/ey, Mr:
Stileman, Mr. Fulwood, Mr; Durel, Mr. Fo-
[, Mr. Falkener, Mr. Naufen, Dr. Borcmar,
DI,




The Epifile.
Dr, Parker, Dr. Tomkins, the Friendly De:
bate, Dr. Afbron, Mr. Hollingworth, Dr. Good,
M. £énkley,the Counterminer, Mr, I "Eftrange,
Mr Long, and many more.  Andas my fleth
is no more in love with poverty and feor
than yours, nor was I more uncapable of
fuch a lot as yours ; {o I here teftific that no
man is more inexcufable than I, that have
dwelt {o long in pain, fo neer the grave, if
I have been fo mad as to filence my {elf, and
- chole a Gaol among  malefactors ‘(where I
have lain) and bitter accufations and’ profe-
cutions, for any thing of this world thar |
could hope for, er for any thing lefs than my
falvatjon.  And either T am an utter ftranger
tomy {elf, orelfe I was willing to know the
Truth: and Liberty and Wealth is liker to e
a byas, than that which the Taw decreetl;
againft us.  But if I be fo uohappy as to be .
ancapable of underftanding the law fulnefs of
all that is madeneceffary to the Miniftry,you
thouid better think of it before yeu beg the
ruine of all that are as ignorant as I ~ Had
you told us how to. come to your meafire i
knowledze, we would thank you :  When
askt Bithop Morley fuch a queftion, he advi-
fed me toread Bilfon and Hooker, where I
found more than I approved for refifting o
seftraining Kings; and had long before fead
them and Saravia, Bithop Downarm, Spalates-
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The Epiftle.
fis, P etaviys, Sapfta Clara, Dr.FHammond, and
abundance more for Prelacy,&c. He is not

Jworthy the name of a man that’ would not

know that truth, whichmaketh both for his
temporal and eternal welfare,

Under thefe accufations my confcience
urged me to acquaint the accufing Clergy
with our Cafe, believing it be uncharitableto
\mpute all their {alfe report to Malignity, or
Diabolifm,but that it was STRANGENESS
20 our Cafe, while wrath and crofs intereft
kept them from hearing us: But my pru-
dent friends perfwaded me filently to leave
allto God, affuring me it would but more
exalperate, till zbey called us themfelves to
fpeak.  Twice we were fince invited to a
Tryal for Concord, and both times came zo
an Agreement withthe moderate and eminent
Perfons that we treated with : But it was
bugied in privacy ; and ftill we are called on,
to give the reafons of our Diflent. Tl

Having long forborn for fear of offending
them that require it, at laft I have here ad-
ventured, ‘not {o far as to* #rge the Cafe, but
only to ffate it, and tell you barely what it
is that 1 dare notdo: IfI find that you can
bear this, if I have leave from God and man,
I hall venture on more, and give you my
reafons : - This Unarmed Account is eafily
trampled on,  1doubt not but it will meet

54 with



The Epiftle.

with fuch ufage as I have had already : But
I muft fay, that if fuch as the Counzerminer
will fay that to fear fuch fin as I have bere,
named, by one that is not willing to be damp-
ed, is Treafon, Rebellion,Schifm,Faition,Pride,
Obftinacy 5 this will not pafs with me for con-
vincing Argument, on which I'may venture
my falvation. Ful. Scaliger exercit. tells us,
that in France our Bicott, the Learned
Schoolman, was envied by another for his
Auditors in Philofophy, and his crafty adver-
fary told the King, that Ricotz was a Peripa-
tetick, and Arifforle was againft Monarchy::
‘There needed no more, and Bicors was calt

down. v : % 0z
As for them that think that to name the
late Wars 1s a: Confutation of Nonconfor-
mifts, as if they knew not that they were
raifed on both fides by Conformifts ( Aey/in
in Lazds Life will tell them who.) I now on-
ly repeat, [Silence all that had a hand in thofe
Waits (except the Conformifts) and #o more,
and I and thoufands will give you thanks: ] 1
plead not for my felf:: The years are paft
in which I might have better. ferved the
Church, had I been thonght tolerable; Tam
almoft uncapable now of your kindnefs, or of
anygreat hurt that you can'do me. A tor-
rent of reproaching feornful words may eafe
forne mens minds,and fervefome mens eri)ds,
' : , ut
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but will not fatisfie my conicience, nor heal

the Land. 1 write notthis as accufing Con-
formiits, or the Law malkers, but as anfwer-
ing ‘their loud and long accufations and de-
mands. « If telling whar 1 fear, fecm a telling
what others are guilty of, it is a conlequent
which I canno: avoid; but to avoid it and
fuch like, have feventeen years been herein

filent. So far am I from defiring the weak-

ening of the Church, that I had not written
this, but to prevent it. Though I with Saint
. Martin renounce communion with Jthacius
and Zdacius, 1 go not {o far as he in{epara:
ting from the Synods of Bithops 3 nor will
I feparate from any Chriftians; further than
they feparate from Chrift; or expel me:
Church-Order T love; Church Tyrannyand
Schifm1 love not: Lam for more Bifbaps;and
not for fewer s If Parifb-Oratories,or Chapels
were  made ‘Parifb-Chiurches, ar lenft in each
Corporation antiently called siniss Yeaif the
Farifb-Minifters might be Paftors, Epifcopi
gregisy and not forced by flrangers to excom-
municate, alfolve and receive o' communion

againft their knowledge and conjciences,: nor ro,

profefs, promife or practice fin againft God, wuor
omit their known Miniferial dury, far be it
from me to be againft Conformity. I doubt
not but he that will preferve Religion here in
its due advantages, muft endeavour to pre:

: ferve




‘ The Epiftle.
ferve the Soundnefs, Concord and Honour of
the Parifh-Churches. And as the truly wife
and honeft Fudge Hale hath faid to me, It
muft be a new A of Uniformity thar muff
beal us, if everwe be healed. 1 am of the
mind of old Mr. Dod, who, for the peoples
Sake, thanked God that there were fo many wor-
zhy Conformifts, and for Truth and Confcience
Jake, thanked God that there were fo many
Nonconformifts. 1 love and honour the Re-
verend, folid,worthy. Preachers which I hear
in moft Churches in Lozdon, where I corne 5
and I endeavour to have all others honour
them: And though I am by the Canon zp/5
fafto excommunicate, they fhall put me oy
from them beforeITwill depart.  But for the
Church, and Kingdom, and their Confeiences
fake, Ibegof the Clergy, thatbefore they any
more render odious thofe whom they nevey
heard, and urge Rulers toexecute the Zupys
again{t them, that is, to confine, imprifon,
excommunicate, filence and undo them, they
would be fure what manner of fpirit they are
of ; and that this is acceptable to God,and pro-
fitable tothe Land, or to themfelves, and that
which the Churches Experience commendeth,
My honeft friecnd, whom I once perfwaded
from Anabaptiftry,writing againlt Separation,
faith, that when he faw bere a leg, and there
an arm in the way, it was time for him to (fop.
: : But
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The Epiftie.
But in Church-hiftory Thave had a fadder fight,
even the carkafles of thoufands, f{treams
of blood, and tumults inthe chief Cities and
Churches of the world, the Crowns of Empe-
rours & Kings,the lofs of the Eaftern Empire,
the generationof the Papacie, the reproach
of Chriftianity, and that by Clergie-Domina-
tion, and Contention, ftriving who fhould Ze
Greateft and feem wifeff, Some fay, If we take
21 a few moderate men like you, what the better
arewe ? Axf. More than you dream of;are far
better than1: T hope few areworfe; Bithop
Morley bid Ab uno difce omnes: Shall Londor
have no clocks unlefs they will all firike at
once 2 fhall none be tolerated but the perfect 2
Areyou fuch your felves? Doyou difler in no-
thing: how then fhall we have Communion

‘withyon when we differ in all the things here

defcribed ? Pardon me for faying, I think that
Mt. Zombs hath faid more like truth for Ana-
baptiftry, the late Hungarian for Polygamy,
many for druakennefs, ftealing and lying. in
cafes of neceffity,than ever I yet read for the
lawfulnefs of all that I have here defcribed.
And what is it that fome men cannot copi:
oufly and confidently talk for: And what
wretched Reafons be they that have hindred
Einglands unity and peace2 And how fully hathy
Rom. 14. and 15. and our Common intéreft
and notorious experience confuted them ! I

have




TZhe FEpiftle.
have long wondered what powerful caufeit

e is, that with fuch men and{o many, could fo

long prevail againit fuch evidence and light.
If you will not hear,thofe will whom God will yfe
rothe bealing of his Churches : and bleffed are
the Peacemakers for (though you call them
otherwife ) they fbail be called the Children of
God. . 1have prefixed the words of fome as
our admonition ; and I have written with this
a fuller Treatife of the only true terms of the

Con cord of allChriftian Churches, and of the

falfe terms which they never will unite in, byt

-are the caufes of Schifm. Icommitall with

my {elf living and dying, to him that is the
Yord of the dead and living, and will fhore]
judge usall inrighteoufnefs. Come Lord Je-
fus ;and prepare us for thy Coming. Amen,

THE
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The Reafons of this mriting
and the (enfe of the word
| [C HUR CH.]| |

" T was the faying of acore and holy A#=
guftine ( though we call him not with
Fromondns Omnifcinz) [ that no mat
: ought to be patient midir an acenfation of
Herefie] He meaneth by Purience, a filent neg-
lett of bis own Fuft Vindication : Not that we muit
be like Hetoring Daellers, thar would kill or
hure others in revenge, or in a finful way of
Vindication: But by filence, thofe that flander
Mmen may be encouraged in their fin to their
own deftruction, and thofe that valee the flan-
dered perfons may be tempred 1o think too
well of Herefie for their fakes © And the honour
of God, and his Truth, and our own good

names, {o far as they are ferviceable, are none *

of them to be difregarded. We have with
grieved fouls beheld the Lard of cur Nutiviey
B diftracted
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_ " diftraced by Divifions ; and much, if not moft

abont Religion, (we with it were not againft
Religion, by fome that indeed bave no true Re-
ligion:) Teachers againft Teachers, in Difcour-
fes, Sermons, Books, rendring each other defpi-
cable, and unlovely, and fome calling out aloud
to Rulersto draw the Sword againft their Bre-
thren ; fo learnedly and induftrioufly pleading
the Caufe againft cach other with the Laity,
high and low, asif the deftroying of their Love,
and kindling Wrath and Hatréd, were the Evan-
gelical neceffary work ; and withour this zeal,
and skill; and diligence hard to be accomplifhed.
No wonder 'then if we have people againft
people, families divided, and all confounded ;
and this grievous Schifm carryed on, by crying
out againft each other as Schifinaticks, and im-
placably caufing ic wlile we loudly inveigh a-
gainft.it.  The cafe is lamentable, that diftra-
¢tion fhould be thus exprefled and promoted ;
and when God hath warned us by the mifchiefs
of an cdious Civil War, and hath tryed us again
with peace with all Nations about us, when
nioft of them are involved ins grievous Wars,
that yer we will not give'peace to one another,
‘but live as if Peace were the Plague which we
moft defire o efcape, : ¢
Yet as it is the good providence of God, that
the Names of Wifdom, Godlinefs, Truth, Fuftice,
Mercy, Honefty and Vertne, are all {ill honour—
able.cven among thofe that hate and oppofe
them ; and the mames of Folly, Ungodline(s, Ly-

. dng, Tujuftice, Unmercifulnefs, Difbonefty and

Vice, are all dithonourable where the things
themfelves are followed and prevail ; fo Love,
: : Peace,
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Peace and Concord; are nanres that are by mofb

commended ; when if moft were for the things
indeed, we were in a hopeful way of recovery :
Aods Malice,Schifm and Difcord, are cryed down
by thofe, whom no intreaty will prevail with to
forbear them, or to accept any remedy againft
them,

Yet we are thus far prepared for peace, that
if we be not falfe Hypocrites, if ‘we did buz
know which is. the true way of Love, Peace and
Concord, we would follow it : And if we knew
what is Schifm indeed, we would avoid it. And

its pity that. men: thar thirk- themfelves wife

fhould yet uor know the way of Love and Peace:
Efpecially that the Learned Preachers-of the
Gofpel of Love and Peace, fhould ftill be the
incendiaries, and ftir up the Laity that would
be more peaceable, againft ‘each other. And
that after {0 many Volumes of Hiftory have
thefe thirteen hundred years at leaft, afperft
the Clergy with the reproach of being the
contentious troublers of the world. And yet
muft we defpair ofa cure of (0 odious a difeafe 2

The thing that Books, Sermans, and Difcoxrfess

ery out againft thofe called Non Canformufts for,
is Humorons, Obftinate Schifm, and Difobediences
in Preaching, when forbiaden, and keeping up Af-
Semblies nor allowed, and gathering Churches o4t of
Chaurches & feparating from the Parifb- Communi=-
oi, and Church of England. If we can find out the
Schifmatick, we hope he wil] be condemned by
us all, But that the Caufe may be heard at leaft
In fome-part, before it is judged, we that pub-
lifh this, bere give an account of our own fuds-

zzenty and thofe that we are beft acquasnred witly,

B2 how



churcn (guverned Ly a Popz, fay fome of them,

Elied

how far we hold it lawful or unlawful to ga-
ther Chuiches, or t0 feparate from Churches, ot
to differ from what is eftablifhed by Authority :
But the Application to our particular Cafe, and
our Arguments thereabour, we muft not here
prefume to publith, : ol

They that accufe others as Schifmaticks, and
Separarifts, for deferting Churches, or gathering
Churches our of Churches, and will not tell us®
what they mean by the word Chumrch, nor give
us leave to tell them whar we mean, but judge
in confufion, and defpife explication, and necef*
fary diftinction, “are men that we can neither be
edified by, nor edifie, in this way.

s I R SR

SECT. IL

Zhe Various Opinions of fuch us we have
: 2o do with.

Selt. 1. Ecaufe men will judge of fuch Cau-

, B fes according to their feveral Prin-
ciples, and Prefuppofitions, we muft take notice
of fome of the divers Principles of thofe whofe
cenfure we muft expect : (Though not of incon-
fiderable Sects.) '

Sect. II. And 1. Some fay that no bumane
Furm of Church Government, and of Churches,
as governed, is of Ged’s Inffstution (or as they
fay, 7#re Divino,) but that fc is left to humane
prudence, . v

Seét, 111, 2. Some hold only an Unjverfal

or
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or by a General Conncil while fitting, and a Pope
in the Zntervais, fay others, or by a Pope and
Conncil agreeing while it fits, and a Pope in the
Intervals, fay others) to be fure Divino, and
all particolar Church-Forms as fubordinate;; left
to the prudence of this Univerfal Governour as
Supreme ; as Inferiour Officers in Kingdoms are
made by the King. : :

~ Sett. IV. 3. Some hold that this Univerfal
Church-Form, and alfo Diocefan, and no other,
dre inftituted of God.

Sett. V. 4. Some hold that the Univerfil,
Patriarchal . Metropolitical (or Provincial) Dio-
cefan, and Parochial, are jure divino,or inftituted
by Chrift and his Apofiles. :

Seit. VI. . Some hold that only D_mceﬁm
Churches, arid Metropolitical or Provincial, are
jxre divino, and notthe univerfal : And of thefe
fome rake Diocefan Churches, for thofe only
that contain many fixed Affemblies, and fome for

fuch as have one Bithop, whether over onc¢
- Congregarion, or over mulritudes.  Saith I;‘jfﬁ_
very learned Dr. Hamond, in 1 Tim. 3. [ The
Church of the living God, was every [uch regtfla?
Affembly of Chriftians ‘under a Bifbop (fuch as
Timothy was) an Oeconomus fer over thein t”ﬁ)'
Chrift 2 Such again every larger Circuit undsr thne
Metropolitane, who as Timothy bad Xezdlonay 14
reisiy, Ordination and Furifdiftion over the' whole
Province.  _And fuch all the particular Chaurcnts
of the whole worid, confidered together wnder tne
Supreme Head Chr: [t fefus, difpenfiny them all by
himfelf,  and adminiftving them (:verally, not by
any one Qzconomns, but by the [ruzral Bifhops as
inferionr Heads of Unity to the feveral Bodses, fo
; B 3 " cons,
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~ but that after it was otherwife : And whether

' iCharches, that is,Chriftian K ingdems,as govern-

[6]
- conftitated by thefeveral Apoftles in their planta-
tions, each ofthem having an Avzouiz, 4 feveral
~diftintt Commiffion from Chrift immediately and
[ubordinate to none, but the fupreme Donor or Ple-
“mipotentiary.  He here fuppofeth (as he elfe-
where theweth) that e facto, Epifcopal Churches
were 1n Scripture-times bur fingle Congregations

then-the New Form of Congregations were jure
divino, when they became bur Parts of a Bifbops
Church, we leave to the Readers conjecture ; as.
alfo of the New Form of a Diocefan Church,

Sett, VII. -~ 6. Some hold that National

ed by the Soveraign,Secular Power, are inftituted
by God, and that all Church-Forms elfe within
that Ringdom, are jure bumano, at the pleafure
of the King, {0 be it that worfhiping-Affemblies
be kept up,-and Bifhops and Priefts placed as it
ihall pleafe the King. ‘

Seft. VIH. - 7. Some think that Diocefans
(or Bithops whether over one  Congregatior or
many) are inftiruted by God (and fome fay alfd
drchbifteps 3) and that thefe have power &y
confent O contralt among themfelves, to make
Patriarchal and National Churches : Andfo that
thefe National and Pairiarchal Churches are
j#re divino mediato, but jure bumano immediato,
and are rather made by the confent of  Bifkops,
than by Kuags : And {o uader Heathen Kings the
Churches may be National. g

Set. I1X. . 8. Scme think  that Parsélaial
Churehzs(confifting of Chriftiars diftinguithed by
the circust of gromnd) and combinations of thefe
mto Syuods Jeis and greater, . Claffical, Nm‘al-

nal,.
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nal, are jure divino, and no other lawful.

Set.X. 9. Some think that only Parcchial
Chnrches ordinarilyand fingle Congregations of any
Neighbour Chriftians, when Parify Order cannot
be obferved, are jure divino.

Seét. XI. 10. And fome think that only fuch
Jingle Congregations of Chriftians, with their Cho-
[en Paftors, without any neceffary refpect to Pa-
7ifb bounds, are properly called Churches of Di-
wine Inftitation, though thefe Churches may and
thould hold fuch affociations, as correfpondence
and mutual help require.

Seft, XII. There being fo many forts of

Churches in the world, (as Univerfal, National,
Patriarchal, Provincial, or Metropolitical, Dio-

cefan, Claffical, Parochial, Congregational) itis

hard to give a juft decifion of the queftion,
From which of thefe, and when it is a fin 10 fepa-
rate 5 till it be firft known which of thefe is Di-
vine, and which of Humane Inftitution, and
which Humane Churches ave neceffary, which law-,
ful, and which finf. And it muft be known of

~which the queftion is. And while there is fo fig-

nal a diverfity of Judgment, about the feveral
Forms, the nature of Schifz will be hardlier
opened. :

STERERR T

What Churches we hold to be inflituted by
God, and what not.

Seit. 1.3 UR own Judgment we fhall plainly
expre(s in this following Order:
B g’ 1. We
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1. We fhall fhesw what Church we judge to be
of God’s Inftiturion, and what not. 2. What a-
bout Churches the Magiltrates or Paftors may
infticure by God’s Authority orallowance: And
what they may not inftitute.3.In what cafes it is
lawful to gather Churches where Churches are
AIn what cafes it is lawful to feparate from
Churches; and in whac cafes neither of thefe
laft is lawful. .
_ Sect. 1L 1. All Chriftians are agreed that
Chriftis the Author of the Uwiverful Church,
(confidered both as Baprized, or Externally ce-
venanting and  profeffing, called Vifible, and as
Regenerare and finoorely Covenanting,called My fti-
cal) as it is Headed by Chriff himielf, and called
- his Body, and bis fpecial Kingdom.
_ Set 1L 2. We doubt not but Chrift hath in-
ftitnted rhe Ofice of the {acred AMinifhry, to be
under him as che Teacher; Ruler, and High Prieft
of the Chutck, in Teaching,Guiding, and WorfPip-
irg: And that he hath inticuted boly Affemblies
and Secieties for rhefe things ro be exercifed in :
And that [a Sociery of Neighbour Chriftians affo-
ciatzd with [uch a Paftor or Paflors, for perfonal
Communion berein, evenin fuch Deltrine, Difzi-
pline and Worfbip] is a Church-Form of Divine
Infticution.
8:6¢. 1V, If they be not [Chriffians] by Bap-
tifin, or vifible Profeflion, they be rot wifible
Marerials for a Chorceh, s
If they be not [Neightours] that is, within
reach of each other, {0 as to be capable of (uch
Communjon, thev are not matrer that hath the
recefbary exrrinfecal difpofition.
A taey be not  afociared] explicitely or im-
plicicely,

- ;
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plicitely, by fome fignification of Confent, they

.Iay be an accidental Affembly but not a proper

Chrisiian Church,
If they be not affociated [ for this koly Com-

munion] they may be a Civil Society, bur not a
Church,

If they be not affociated [ for Perfonal Com-
munion] at fome due feafons, but only for Com-

- munion at diffance by Delegates, Meffengers or

Letters, they are not a Particular Charch of this

' jpecies now defined, though they may be mem-

bers of larger affociations, National, Dioce-
fan, &c, ;

If they are notaffociate with one or more Pa-
ﬁ”“, they may be a Commnnity of Chr‘:’i‘f?;ns,
but not a Political Church which we now define.

If they are not joyned with a Paftor that hath
all the forefuid Powers, of Teaching, Ruling by the
Word and Ke 75, and going before them in Wa(/’m'p;
and if‘they confent not to his relirion as fuch,
they may make a School, or an Oratory, but not
A proper paricular Chnrch fimpliciter, {o called-
[but enly a Church [ecundrm quid, or as to ﬁr/{c
Part 5] for an Effencial part is wanting. Butitis
not the detet of Exercife thar uncharcheth
them, while there is the Power, and that con-
Jented to (for Men cannot be Paftors or Churches

- againft thesr l\'i’l!.) . :

Sect. V. 3. As all Chriftians grant that the
<pofileshad a general Commiffion to call 7 nfidels
to Chrift, and to plam Churches with their
particalar Paftors as aforefiid, and to take care
that their Paftor and they do the duries, ( hot

compelling them by their Sword, but by the .

Word, ) {0 we are far from denying that yet

Lims
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