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In certain things i n wh ich they ^ ^*!-
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paafie inch as b y m i f l a k i n g then} 
hinder L o v e and Concord. 

Exhort, in the Liturgy before the Communion. 

If any of you be—an hinderer, or flanderer of God°s 
Word,—or be in malice or envy, —Repent of your 
fins, or elfe come not to the kly Table, left after 
the tahng of that Sacrament, the Devzl enter 
into you as he did into Judas, and fill you full of 
all iniquities, and bring you to deftr action both of-
body and foul. 

By RICHARD BAXTER. 

L O N D O N , 

Printed for Ben]. Alfop at the Angel and Bible over 
againft the Stocks-Market. 1679. 



m m w & w m i m 

T o the Reverend 

C o n f o r m i n g C l e r g y . 

Reverend Fathers and Brethren, 

IT is n o w feventeen years finceneer t w o 
thoufand Min i f te r s o f C h r i f l were by 
L a w forbidden the exercife o f their Of -
fice,unlefs they did conform to Subfcrip-

tions, Covenants, Declarations and Practices, 
w h i c h w e d u r f t not do,becaufe w e feared God: 
Forefeeing wha t this would do t o the deftroy-
i n g o f L o v e and Concord, and o f mens fouls, 
weakning the Land,encouraging Popery, He-
refie and Sch i fm, w e did our bef l betime by 
R e a f o n , & f u b m i f f i v e pet i t ioning the Bifhops, 
to have prevented i t ; but i n v a i n : We ne­
ver made one m o t i o n fo r Presbytery^ or 
againfl: Li turgies , nor to abate any o f the 
Bifhops Weal th , or Honour , nor any th ing 
as to Church-Government, but A r c h B i fhop 
VJhers M o d e l ot the P r imi t ive way.- A n d 
w e thankfu l ly accepted o f much lefs, expreft 
m Hi s Majef t ies Gracious Declaration about/ 
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'TheEpifile. 
Ecclefrapcal Affairs, wh ich ,we hoped,would 
have ended al l our difcords. T h e Reaions 
o f the Great Change, and New Imf ofit ions ^ i t 
is God, and not we , that m u f t have an ac­
count o f f r o m the Convoca t ion ,& c - and o f tne 
confequents. Since then, as w e forefaw, con­
trary interefts have increafed contrariety : 
T h e Laws againft our Preaching to more 
than four , the Penalties o f f o r t y pound a Ser­
m o n , and long impr i fonment i n common 
Gaols, and d r iv ing us f ive miles f r o m Cor ­
porations, and places where w e , lately 
preacht, and the reafons given are not un­
k n o w n to you : Many Books are wr i t t en , and 
Sermons preached, earneftly preff ing M a -
gifcrates to execute thefe Laws againft us : 
A n d though, w h e n demanded, w e gave i n 
a Catalogue o f divers things i n the old Impo-
fi t ions, w h i c h we undertook to prove to be 
great fins; and in our Petition for Teace, 
protefted that noth ing but avoiding f in Ihould 
hinder our Confo rmi ty , and w e had never 
call or leave to give our reafons againft the 
N e w C o n f o r m i t y ; I m y f e l f have been re­
por ted to m y Superiours, to be one that com 
refFeththe Lavvfulnefs o f a l l , fave the renoun­
cing o f a rebellious Covenant : A n d whi le the 
Law and Canons i m p r i f o n , and excommuni­
cate us ipfo fatto]tfwe do but give the reafons 
o f our Nonconfo rmi ty ; and I have offered to 
Reverend Bifhops and others, to beg leave t o 

do 



The Epijlle. 

do i t on m y knees, and no th ing more grieved 
me, than that I m igh t not io endeavour t o 
fave men f r o m the damning fins o f Hating, 
falfe accufing,and ru in ing their Brethren, and 
facrilegious hindering the Preaching o f Gods 
W o r d ; yet have I been called on :o cell them 
what it is that voe would have, and t o ' d that 
our Superiours judge us not fincere, but meer 
factious Schifmaticks, that w i l l neither Con­

form^ nor tell them why we do not, Vehement 
Letters o f accufation are fent me t M a n y 
Books charge us w i t h heinous Sch i fm, even 
as w i l f u l l y done againft our confciences: Yea 
that Covetoufnefs and Pride, and not Confer­
ence, caufe our Nonconformity ; that we are 
the worfl men alive, and unfit for humane fi-
ciety, w h i l e w e are made their fcorn , 
and many w a n t bread,and many o f us preach 
f o r no th ing , fave the fp i r i tua l benefits and 
rewards. A n d t h o f e o f u s that have bread, 
k n o w o f fo many that have families,, and no­
t h i n g bu t alms to maintain them, that w e 
are glad to give t hem a l l that our neceilities 
can fpare : A n d w e fuppofe our'accufers 
w o u l d not th ink that i f they chofe beggery 
and fcorn , or l ived only on mens chari ty , i t 
w o u l d prove them to be covetous or proud. 
I have read the Books o f Bi fhop Morley, M r . 
Stihman, M r . Fulwood, M r . Durel, M r , Fow-
lj49 M r . Falkener, M r . Nanfen, D r . Boreman, 
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The Epiftk; 
D r , Parker, D r . Tomkms, the Friendly T>e7 

late, Dr. Ajhton, M r . Holliugworth^t.Good 
MtMhik!ey,theCounte^ 
M r JLw^, and many more. A n d as m y tlelh 
is no more in love w i t h poverty and fcorn 
Jhan yours, nor was I more uncapable o f 
luch a lot as your s ; f o I here tef t i f le that no 
man is more inexcufable than I , that have 
dwel t l o long in pain, f o neer the grave, i f 
I have been ip-madas to fiience m y felf , and 
c h o f e a G a o l among malefactors (where I 
have lain) and bitter accufations and profe-
cutions, fo r gny th ing o f this w o r l d that I 

' could hope for, or for any th ing lefs than m y 
ialvat jon. And either I am an utter ftraneer 
t o m y felf , or elfe I was w i l l i n g to k n o w the 
T r u t h : and L ibe r ty and Wealth is l i k e r t o b e 
a byas, than that w h i c h the L a w decreeth-
againft us. But i f I be f o unhappy as to be 
toncapaple pi underftanding the lawfulnefs o f 
a l l that is madeneceflary to the M i n i f t r y v o u 
fliouid better th ink o f i t before y e u beg the 
rui 'neof all that are as ignorant as I . & H a d 
y o u told lis h o w to come to your meafure of 
knowledge, we would thank you : When I 
askt Bifhop Morley^ fuch a queft ion, he advi-
fed m e to read Bilfon and Hooker, where I 
found more than I approved -for re f i l l ing or; 
r e t r a in ing Kings; and had long before read 
them and Sarayh^ Bilhop Doivnam, Spalateu-

A 



The Epiflle. 
fis, fetavius, Sanfta Clara, Dx.Hammond, and 
abundance more fo r Prelacy, & c . He is no t 

. w o r t h y the name o f a man that wou ld not 
know that t r u t h , w h i c h maketh both for his 
temporal and eternal welfare. 

Under thefe accusations m y confeience 
urged me to acquaint the accufing Clergy 
w i t h our Cafe, believing i t be uncharitable t o 
impute all their falfe report to Malignity, or 
7)ialoiifm,but that i t was STRANGENESS 
to our Cafe, wh i l e w r a t h and crofs in teref l 
kept t hem f r o m hearing us : But m y pru­
dent friends perfwaded me f i lent ly to leave 
all to God, a l lur ing me i t w o u l d but more 
exafperate, t i l l they called us themfelves to 

[peak. T w i c e w e were fince invited to a 
T r y a l for Concord, and both times came to 
an Agreement w i t h the moderate and eminent 
Perfons that w e treated w i t h : But i t was 
buried i n privacy ; and { t i l l we are called on, 
to give the reafons o f our Diflent , 

Hav ing long forborn fo r fear o f offending 
them that require i t , at laf t I have here ad­
ventured, not f o far as t o f urge the Cafe, but 
only to /late it, and tel l you barely what i t 
is that I dare not do : I f I f ind that y o u can 
bear this , i f I have leave f r o m God and man, 
1 l l i a l l venture on more, and give you m y 
reafons : Th i s unarmed Account is eafily 
trampled on, I doubt not but i t w i l l meet 

w i t h 
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w i t h fuch ufage as I have had already : Bu t 
I mul l : fay, that i f fuch as the Co'unterminer 
w i l l fay that to fear fuch fin. as I have here, 
named\ by one that is not w i l l i n g to be damn­
ed, is Treafon, Rel>e//ion0Schifm,FaclionJ?r/de9 

Ohfiinacy; this w i l l not pafs w i t h me f o r con­
vincing Argument , on w h i c h I may venture 
m y faivation. Jul. Scaliger ex ere it. tells us, 
that i n France our Bicott, the Learned 
Schoolman, was envied by another for his 
Auditors i n Phi lofophy, and his craf ty adver-
fa ry to ld the K i n g , that Bicott was a Peripa-
tetick, and Ariftotle was againft M o n a r c h y : 
There needed no more , and Bicott was caft 
down. 

As for them that t h ink that t o name the 
late Wars is a Confuta t ion o f Nonconfor-
m i f t s , as i f they knew not that they were 
raifed on bo th fides b y Conformi f t s ( Heylm 
i n Lauds L i f e w i l l te l l them who. ) I now 
l y repeat, [Silence all that had a hand in thofe 
Wars (except the Confo rmi f t s ) and, no morey 

and I and thoufands will give you thanks; ] I 
plead not fo r m y f e l f : T h e years are p a f t 
in w h i c h I might have better ferved the 
Church, had I been thought tolerable*. I am 
aknof t uncapable n o w o f your kindnefs, or o f 
any great hur t that y o u can do me. A tor­
rent o f reproaching fco rn fu l words may eafe 
fome mens mirids,and f e rve fome mens ends, 

v but 



The Epiflle. 
but w i l l not fatisrie m y confcience, nor heal 
the Land. 1 wr i te not this as accufing Con­
f o r m i n g , or the L a w makers, but as answer­
ing tneir loud and long accufations and de­
mands, I f te l i ng what I fear, feem a te l l ing 
what others are guilty o f , i t is a consequent 
w h i c h I cannot avo id ; but to avoid i t and 
f u c h l ike , have feventeen years been herein 
filent. So far am I f r o m defir ing the weak­
ening o f the Church , that I had not w r i t t e n 
this, but to prevent i t . -Though I w i t h Saint 
Martin renounce communion w i t h Ithacius 
and Idacius, I go not f o far as he i n fepara.-
t i n g f r o m the Synods o f Bifhops * nor w i l l 
I feparate f r o m any Chrif t ians , further than 
they feparate f r o m C h r i f t , or expel me .• 
Church Order I l ove ; Church Tyranny and 
S c h i f m l love not i l a m for more Bifhop$,znd 
not tor fewer * I f Parijh-Oratories,or Chapels 
were made Parijh-Churches, at leafl in etch 
Corporation antiently called nsih K : Yea i t the 
'Farifh-Ninifters might be Vaftors, Fpijcopi 
gregis, and not forced by ftrcwgers to excom­
municate, abjohe and receive ;o communion 
againft their knowledge and conjciences, nor to 
profefs, promife or practice fin againft God, nor 
omit their known Miniflerial duty, far be i t 
f r o m me to be againft C o n f o r m i t y . I doubt 
not but he that w i l l preferve Religion here in 
Its due advantages, m u f t endeavour to pre­

ferve 



The Epiftle. 
ferve theSoundnefs, Concord and Honour o f 
theParihYChurch.es. A n d as the t ru ly wi fe 
and honed Judge Hale hath faid to me, It 
mufl he a new Atl of Vniformity that muft 
heal us, if ever we he healed. I am o f the 
m i n d o f old M r . Dod, who, for the peoples 

fake, thankedGod that there were fo many wor­
thy Conformifts, and for Truth and Confidence 
fake, thanked God that there were fo many 
Nonconformifis. I love and honour the Re­
verend, fo l id ,wor thy . Preachers w h i c / j J hear 
i n m o f t Churches in London, where I come-
and I endeavour to have all others honour 
them .• A n d though I am b y the Canon ipfio 
fatlo excommunicate, they fliall put me out 
f r o m them before I w i l l depart. But fo r the 
Church, and Kingdom, and their Confidences 
fake, I beg o f the Clergy, that before they any 
more render odious thoie w h o m they never 
heard, and urge Rulers to execute the Laws 
againft them, that is, to confine, i m p r i f o n , 
excommunicate, filence and undo them, they 
w o u l d be fure what manner o f f p i r it they are 
e f ; and that this is acceptable to God, and pro­

fitable to the Landy or t o themfelves, and that 
w h i c h the Churches Experience commendeth. 
M y honed f r iend, w h o m I once perfwaded 
f r o m Anabapt idry, w r i t i n g againd Separation, 
fa i th , that when he faw here a kg, and there 
an arm in the way, it was time for him to (lop. 

But 
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735* Efiftle. 
But i n Church-hiflory I have had a fadder fight, 
even the carkaffes o f thoufands , dreams 
o f blood, and tumults in the chief Cities and 
Churches o f the w o r l d , t h e Crowns o f Empe-
rours & Kings, the lofs o f the Eaftern Empi re , 
the generation o f the Papacie, the reproach 
o f Chr i f t i an i ty , and that by Clergie-Domina-
tion, and Contention, d r i v i n g w h o mould he 
Greatefl zndfeem wifefl. Some hy,Ifwe take 
hi a few moderate men likeytu, what the better 
areive>Anf. M o r e than y o u dream of, are far 
better than I : I hope few are w o r f e ; B i fhop 
Morley b id Ah uno difce omnes: Shall London 
have no clocks unlefs they w i l l a l l f l r i k e at 
once ? lhal l none be tolerated but the per feci ? 
A r e y o u f u c h your felves ? D o you differ in no­
thing? h o w then lhal l w e have Communion 
w i t h you when w e differ i n al l the things here 
defcribed ? Pardon me fo r faying, I th ink that 
M r . Tombs hath fa id more l ike t r u t h f o r Ana-
bap t i f l r y , the late Hungarian fo r Polygamy, 
many fo r drunkennefs, dealing and ly ing , i n 
cafes o f neceflity,than ever I yet read for the 
lawfulnefs o f all that I have here defcribed. 
A n d what is i t that fome men cannot c o p r 
ouf ly and confidently talk for? A n d w h a t 
Wretched Reafons be they that have hindred 
Englands uni ty and peace? A n d h o w f u l l y hath 
Rom. 14. and 15. and our C o m m o n intereft 
and notorious experience confuted them ! I 

have 
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have long wondered wha t p o w e r f u l caufeit 
is, that w i t h fuch men andfo many , could f o 
long prevail againir, f uch evidence and l ight . 
I f y o u will not hearjhofe will whom God will ufe 
to the healing of his Churches: and bleffedare 
the Peacemakers f o r ( though y o u call t hem 
o the rwi fe ) they fhall be called the Children of 
God. J have prefixed the words o f f ome as 
our admonit ion ; a n d ! have w r i t t e n w i t h this 
a ful ler Treat i fe o f the only true terms of the 
Con cord of all Chr i f t i an Churches, and o f the 
falfe terms w h i c h they never w i l l unite i n , but 
are the caufes o f Schifm. I c o m m i t al l w i t h 
m y f e l f l i v i n g and dy ing , to h i m that is the 
L o r d o f the dead and l i v i n g , and w i l l f h o r t l y 
judge us all i n righteoufneis. Come L o r d J e -
f u $ ; and prepare us for thy Coming . Amen. 

T H E 



T H E 

C O N T E N T S -

I • nr* f H £ I^eafons of this writing and the fenfe of the 
J. word CHVI^C H. 

I. The various opinions of fuch as we have to do with. 
3. What Churches we hold to be infiituted ofGcd and what 

not. 
4. What Princes and Vaflors may do in fuch matters. 
S- What feparation and what affembling or gathering 

Churches is unlawful arid what lawful. 
o. Matters of faft to be known preparatory to our cafe. 
7' Matters required of us for Conformityfirfi of Lay-men* 
8. Secondly ̂ Matters impofedon Mitiiflers: And I. OfAJfent, 

Confcnt, Approbation; and Canonical fubjcriftion, thai 
nothing is contrary to the Word of God. 

I I . 9. Thefecond Part of the Matter of Conformity t i$cor* 
dination* 

I I I . 10. The third Part of the Matter of Conformity; of 
{wearing or Covenanting never to endeavour any alteration 
of Church Government, 

V I . 11. The fourth part of tbe Matter ", to declare that nei­
ther I nor any other perfon is obliged by the vow to endea­
vour any fuch alteration of Church Government. 

V. 11.. The fifth Part of the Matter; The Declaration and 
Oath { as n Tt Underjtood) of not refiflin^ any Comanffioncd. 

V I . 13 Tfcfixth Part of the Matter: Toceafe preaching and 
adminifinng Sacraments till-we conform ( at leaji not to 
Preach to more than a family and fourferfons.) 

V I I . Thef.veyith Part Confequential3Not to come within 
five miles of any City or Corporation which fendeth Bur-
geffvs to Parliaments of anyplace where we have preached 
to more than aforefaidfince the Aft of oblivion. 

*S'The Adjunfis, and the other Matters agreed on which 
affright the Nonconformijis 

16. The cafe and praftice of the Minijlers fince they ivert 
Additions 



Additions occafioned by Mr . L. Frefh Suiĉ , and 
fomc others_, about National Churches* 

T HE^ueftibn ftdted% ^,&c. Whether we are, 
obliged by or to the fewifh National Polity ? 

§ &c. or by fcripture to a National limitation of 
them? 

Whether aNationalChurch-form be lawful^ $o,&c? 
Whether it be a prudential defirable form §38, &C ? 
The refolution of this by a (hort hiftory oj Preldcii 

and Councils. § 3 9, &cl 
Obj. From the neceffity of Appeals, § 40, &c. 
Ob ). Shall all gather Churches that will, ib.' 
Obj . The Apoftles havefucceffours, ib. 
Q. Whether the King or who is the National 

Church Head § 4 1 . 42, &c I 
A Chriftian Kingdom what § 43 ? 
Q_ Muft real holynefs in the judgment ofratitiriti 

Charity be required in all Church members. § 1 ? 
Q^What Covenanting is neceffary to particular 

Church relation ? § 5, &c. Toe fpirit maketh Mini-
firs, how t 

I The Epijile of an African Council {in Cyprian Ep.68: 
f . 100.) to Felix a Presbyter and the Laity at Legio and 
Afturica; and to Laelius the Deacon and the Laity at Eme-
rita, concerning their Bifbops Bafilides and Mania\3tt>orthy 
to be read as to our prefent c ontr over fie s. 

I I . The Letter of Rob. Grofthead, the good Bifiop of Lin­
coln to Pope Innocent containing- the reafon of his Noncon­
formity, and/hewing that hindnng pre aching is the greatefi 
Jin next Divelifih and Antichrijlianifm I Out of Max, Pari 
An. 125-3. 87 a • / » :

r . 
Hi. An ex tr aft from Btfiop launder-fin ctejuranjento. ,/Lt 



S E C T . I 

The K e a f o n s of this writhig , 

and the f e n f e of the word 

[ C H U K C H . J 

j T T was the faying of acure and holy At}~ 
guftine ( though we call him not with 
Fromondm Qmhlftiuni) f that no man 
ought to be patient uncUr an nccufatien of 

Herefie~\ He meaneth by Patience > xfitent ncg-
Ictlofhis own fufi Vindication : Not that we rildft 
be like Hectoring Duellers, tiiat would kill of 
hurt others in revenge, or in a finful way of 
Vindication: 'But by filence, thofe that ilandef 
men may be encouraged in their tin to their 
own deftru&ion, arid thofe that value the flan-
dered perfons may be tempted to think too 
well of Herefie for their lakes ! And the honour 
° f God, and his Truth, and our own good 
names, Co far as they are ferviceable, are none 
o f them to be difregarded. We have with 
grieved fouls beheld the Lard o f ourNutivicy 

B diftruded 



diftracbed by Divi f ions ; and much, i f not molt 
about Religion, (we wi f l i i t were not againft 
Religion, by feme that indeed have no true Re­
ligion :.) Teachers againft Teachers, in Difcour-
fes, Sermons, Books, rendring each other defpi-
cable, and unlovely, and fome calling out aloud 
to Rulers to draw the Sword againft their Bre­
thren j fo learnedly and induftrioufly pleading 
theCaufe againft each other with the Laity, 
high and low, as i f the deftroying of their Love, 
and kindling Wrath and Hatr/ed, were the Evan­
gelical necelTary works and without this zeal, 
and skill; and diligence hard to be accomplifhed. 
N o wonder 'then i f we have people againft 
people, families divided, and all confounded ; 
and this grievous Schifm carryed on, by crying 
out againft each other as Schifmaticks, and im­
placably cauftng ic while we loudlv inveigh a-
gainft it. The cafe is lamentable,' that diftra-
ftion mould be thus expre(Ted and promoted 5 
and when God hath warned us by the mifchiefs 
of an odious Civil War, and hath tryed us again 
with peace with all Nations about us, when 
m o f t o f t h e m are involved in» grievous Wars, 
that yet we wil l not give peace to one another, 
but live as i f Peace were the Plague which we 
moft defire to efcape. 

Yet as it is the good providence of God, that 
the Names oflVtfdom, Godlinefs, Truth, fnftice, 
Mercy, Honsfty anaJ^rtue, are all ftill honour­
able even among thqfe that hate and oppofe 
them j and the names of Folly, Vngodlmsjs, Ly­
ing, Vnjajtice, Vtimrrcifidncfs, Dijhoncfty and 
Vice, are all ditbonourable "where the things 
ihemlcives are followed and prevail ; lb Love, 

Vcace, 



J W e and Concord^ are name's that are by m o f i 
commended ; when i f moft were for the thmgs-
indeed, we were in a hopeful way of recovery : 
And;-Malke,Schifm and Difcord, are cryed down 
by thofe, whom no intreaty wi l l prevail with to 
forbear them, or to accept any remedy againft 
them. 

Yet we are tbus far prepared for peace, that 
i f we be not falfe Hypocrites, i f we did but 
know which is the true way of Love, Peace and 

l ' ;

f > Concord^ we would follow it : And i f we hgm 
what is Schifm indeed, we would avoid i t . And 
its pity that men that think themfelves wife 
fhould yet not know the way of Love and Peace: 
Efpecially that the Learned Preachers of the 
Gofpel o f Love and Peace, fhould ftill be the 
incendiaries, and ftir up the Laity that would 
be more peaceable, againft 'each other. And 
that after fo many Volumes of Hiftory have 
thefe thirteen hundred years at leaft, afperft 
the Clergy with the reproach of being the 
contentious troublers of the world. And yet 
muft we defpair of a cure of fo odious a difeafe > 

The thing that Books, Sermons, and DifcoH'fess 

cry out againft thofe called Non Conformijis for , 
is Humorous, Obfiinate Schifm, and Pi/obedience, 
in Preaching, when forbidden, and keeping u f )4fi 
femblies not allowed, and gathering Churches^ out of 
Churches ^ f e par at ing from the P or tjh-Communi­
on, and Churchy of England. I f we can find out the 
Schifmatick, we hope he will be condemned by 
«s all. But that the Caufe may be heard at leaft 
in fome-part, before it is judged, we that pub-
l i fh this, here give an account of our own judg­
ment, and thofe that we are beft acquainted with, 

B 2 how 
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how far we hold it lawful or unlawful to ga­
ther Churches, or to fefar ate from Churches, or 
to differ f rom what is eitablifhed by Authority : 
But the Application to our particular Cafe and 
our Arguments thereabour, we muft not'here 
prefume to publifh. 

They that accufe others as Schifmaticks, and 
Separanfts, for deferring Churches, or gathering 
Churches our o f Churches, and will not tell usv 

what they mean by the word Church, nor give 
us leave to tell them what we mean, but judge 
in conlufion, and defpife explication, and necef-
fary diitincbion, are men that we can neither be 
edified by, nor edifie, in this way. * 

S E C T . I I . 

The Various Opinions of fuch us we have 
to do with. 

Sett- i . T * Ecaufe men will judge of fuch Cau-
J D fes according to their feveral Prin­

ciples, and Prefuppofitions, we muft take notice 
of fome of the divers Principles of thofe whofe 
cenfure we muft expecb : (Though not of incon-
fiderable Setts.) 

Sell. I I . And i . Some fay that no humane 
Form of Church Government, and of Churches, 
as governed, is of Go£s Inftttmion for as they 
fay, Jure Divinof) but that it is left to humane 
prudence. 

Sell. I I I . 2. Some hold only an Vniverfal 
church (governed by a Pop?, fay fome of them, 

or 



[ 5 ] 
or by a General Council while fitting, and a Pope 
in the Intervals, fay others, or by a Pope and 
Council agreeing while i t fits, and a Pope in the 
Intervals, fay others ) to be Jure Divino, and 
all particular Church-Forms, as fubordinare., left 
to the prudence of this Univerfal Governour as 
Supreme; as Inferiour Officers in Kingdoms are 
made by the King. 

Sett. IV. 3. Some hold that this Vniverfid 
Church-Form, and alfo Dioccfan, and no other, 
are inftituted of God. 

* S e / t - V". 4. Some hold that the Univerfal, 
Patriarchal, Metropolitical (or Provincial) D io ­
cefan, and Parochial, are jure divino,or inftituted 
by Chrift and his Apoftles. 

Sett. V I . y; Some hold that only Diocefan 
Churches, and Metropolitical or Provincial, are 
jxre divino, and not the uniye-rialx And of thefe 
fome take Diocefan Churches, for thofe only 
that contain many fixed Aflemblies, and fome for 
fuch as have one Bimop, whether over one 
Congregation, or .over multitudes. Saith the 
very learned Dr. Hamdnd, in 1 Tim. 2. \_The 
Church of the living God, was every fuch regular 
Affembly of Chrififans under a Bijhop ([neb as 
Timothy was) an Oeconomus fet over them by 
Chrift : Such again every larger circuit under the 
Metropolitan, who as Timothy had XWTJOV'IAV ^ 
K&7lv, Ordination and Jurifidittion over the* whole 
Province. And fitch all the particular Churches 
of the whole world, confidered together under the 
Supgme Head Chnft fefus, • difoenfw them all by 
htnifelf a n i l admimfiring them fiver ally, not by 
anyone Oscommus, butby the pvsral Bifhops as 
mfiriour Heads of Vnity to the feveral Bodies, f t 
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conftituted by thefeveral Apofiles in their planta­
tions, each of them having an AuVo/owia, a feveral 
diftintl Commiffion from Chrifl immediately and 
fub ordinate to none, but the fupreme Donor or Ple­
nipotentiary. He here fuppoftth ( as he elfe-
where fheweth) that de faflo, Epi/copal Churches 
were in Scripture-times but fingle Congregations 5 
but that after it was otherwife: And whether 
then the New Form of Congregations were jure 
divino, when they became but Parts of a Btjhops 
Church, we leave to the Readers conjecture ; £S 
alfo of the New Form ofaDiocefan Church. 

SeB. V I I . 6. Some hold that National 
Churches, that \s,Chriflian Kingdoms, as govern­
ed by the Soveraign,Secvdor Power, are inftituted 
by God, and that all Church Forms elfe within 
that Kingdom, are jure humano, at the pleafure 
of the King, fo be it that worfhiping-Afiemblies 
be kept up, .and Bifhopsand Priefts placed as i t 
fhall pleafe the King. 

Seel. V I I I . 7. Some think that Diocefans 
(or Bifhops whether over one Congregation or 
many) are inftiruted by God (and fame fay alio 
Arcbb/fiops 5) and that thefe have power by 
conjent or contrail among themfelves, to make 
Patriarchal and National Churches : And fb that 
thefe National and Patriarchal .Churches are 
jure divino mediato, but jure humano immediato, 
and are rather made by the confent of Bifhops, 
than by Kings: And fo under Heathen Kings the 
Churches may be National. 

Sell. IX. . 8. Seme think that Parochial 
CWc.^(conf i f t ing of Cbriftiar-s diftinguifhea by 
the circuit of ground) and combinations of thefe 
into Synods lefs and greater, Clajfcal, Natio­

nal,. 



nal, are jure divino, and no other lawful. 
Sett. X. 9. Some think that only Parochial 

Churches or dinar Hybrid Jingle Congregations of any 
Neighbour Chrijtians, when Parijh Order cannot ^ 
be obferved, are jure divino. 

Sett. X I . 1 o. And fome think that only fuch 
Jingle Congregations of Chriftians, wi th their Cho-
fen Paftors, without any necelTary refpecl: to Pa­
rijh bounds, are properly called Churches of Di­
vine Inji-itution, though thefe Churches may and 
Ihould hold fuch alfociations, as correfpondence 
and mutual help require. 

Sett. X I I . There being fo many forts o f 
Churches in the world, (as Univerfal, National, 
Patriarchal, Provincial, or Metropolitical, D i o ­
cefan, Claflical, Parochial, Congregational) it is 
hard to give a juft decifion of the queftion, 
From which of thefe, and when it is a fin to fepa ­
rate ; t i l l it be firft known which o f thefe is Di­
vine, and which o f Humane Jnjlitution, and 
which Humane Churches are necejfary, which law-, 
Jul, and which finfiil. And it muft be known of 
which the queftion is. And while there is fo f ig -
nal a diverfity of Judgment, about the feveral 
Forms, the nature o f Schifm wil l be hardlier 
opened. 

S E C T . I I I . 

What Churches we hold to he inftituted hy 
Gody and what not. 

S e S . I . ^ U R own Judgment we mail plainly 
exprefs in this following Order : 
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i . We mall mew what Church we judge to be 
of God's Inftiturion, and what not. 2. What a-
bout Churches the Magistrates or Paftors may 
inlVitorc by God's Authority orallowance: And 
what.they may not inftitute.3,In what cafes it is 
lawful to gather Churches where Churches are : 
In what cafes it is lawful to .feparate from 
Churches ; and in what cafes neither o f thefe 
laft is lawful. . 

Sett. I I . 1. AM Chriftians are agreed that 
Chrift is the Author of the Vniverfd Church, 
(confidered both as Baptised, or Externally co­
venanting and profrfmg, called VifibJ^ and as 
Regenerate and f iner dy Covenant/^called Myfti-
caC) as it is Headed by Chrift hjmfeff, and called 
his Body, and his fpecial Kingdom. 

Sett, I I I . 2. We doubt not but Chrift: hath in-
ftituted>he Office of the facred Mmifhy, to be 
under him as,the Teapherj Ruler, and High Prkft 
of the Church, in Teaching^ aiding, and Worftip-
ing: And that he hath instituted holy Ajfemblies 
and Societies for rhe'fle things to be exercifed in : 
And that [a Society of Neighbour Chriftians ajfo-
ciatjd with Juch a P aft or or Pallors, far perfonal 
Communion herein, even in fuch Dct'hinr, Difci-
piine and Wo-fcif\ is a Church-Form of Divine 
Inftitution. 

Set}. IV. I f they be not \_Chriftians~\ by Bap-
t i fm, or vifibJe Prufeffion, they be not vifible 
A-fareria's for a Church. 

I f they be not [Neighbours'] that is, within 
reach of each other, fb as to be capable of fuch 
Communion, they are not matter that hath the 
neceflury extrinfec*! difpofition. 

-if they be not ^aftbciated]ev^\\c\\.e\y or im-
plicirely, 



plicitely, by fome fignification of Confent, they 
jg may be an accidental Affembly^but not a proper 
t r ChriK-ian Church. 

I f they be not aflbciated [for this holy Com~ 
munion} they may be a Civil Society^ but not a 
Church. 

I f they be not affociated [for Perfinal Com-
; muniorr\ at fome due feafons, but only for Com­

munion at difiance by Delegates, Meffengers or 
Letters, they arc not a Particular Church o f this 
fpccies now defined, though they may be mem­
bers o f larger afibciations, National, Dioce­
fan, Sec, 

I f they arenotaflbciate with one or more Pa­
ftors, they may be a Community of Chriftians, 
but not a Political Church,which we now definf. 

I f they are not joyned with a Paftor that hath 
all the forefaid Powers, o f Teaching, Ruling by the 
Word and Keys, and going before them in IVorfhip; 
and i f "they confent not to his rcUtion as [neb, 
they may make a School, or an Oratory, hut not 
*a proper particular Church fimpliciter, fo called-
fbut only a Church fiecundum quid, or as to fome 
part -~\ for an EJfemial part is wanting, But iris 
not the deleft of Exerxije that unchnrcheth 
them, while there is the Power, and that con­
futed to (for Men cannot be Paftors or Churches 
againft their wills.) 

Sefr.V. 3 , As all Chriftians grant that the 
•^poftleshdd a general Commiffion to call Infidels 
to Chnft, and to plant Churches with their 
particular Paftors as. aforefaid, and ro take care 
that their Paftor and they do the duties, (' not 
compelling rhem by their Sword, but by the 
Word,) fo we are far from denying that yet 
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