il

il
elfs

§

Lo]

plicitely, by fome fignification of Confent, they

.Iay be an accidental Affembly but not a proper

Chrisiian Church,
If they be not affociated [ for this koly Com-

munion] they may be a Civil Society, bur not a
Church,

If they be not affociated [ for Perfonal Com-
munion] at fome due feafons, but only for Com-

- munion at diffance by Delegates, Meffengers or

Letters, they are not a Particular Charch of this

' jpecies now defined, though they may be mem-

bers of larger affociations, National, Dioce-
fan, &c, ;

If they are notaffociate with one or more Pa-
ﬁ”“, they may be a Commnnity of Chr‘:’i‘f?;ns,
but not a Political Church which we now define.

If they are not joyned with a Paftor that hath
all the forefuid Powers, of Teaching, Ruling by the
Word and Ke 75, and going before them in Wa(/’m'p;
and if‘they confent not to his relirion as fuch,
they may make a School, or an Oratory, but not
A proper paricular Chnrch fimpliciter, {o called-
[but enly a Church [ecundrm quid, or as to ﬁr/{c
Part 5] for an Effencial part is wanting. Butitis
not the detet of Exercife thar uncharcheth
them, while there is the Power, and that con-
Jented to (for Men cannot be Paftors or Churches

- againft thesr l\'i’l!.) . :

Sect. V. 3. As all Chriftians grant that the
<pofileshad a general Commiffion to call 7 nfidels
to Chrift, and to plam Churches with their
particalar Paftors as aforefiid, and to take care
that their Paftor and they do the duries, ( hot

compelling them by their Sword, but by the .

Word, ) {0 we are far from denying that yet

Lims
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fome Minsfters of Chrift may, and fhould feek
the converfion of Unfidels, and plant Churches of
the converted, ordaining Pajfirs over them by
their confent, and taking due care by their grave
advife that fuch Churches walk in the-obedience
of Chrift, as far as they can procure it; And
fuch Seniors which have Jo planted thefe Churches
and Paftors bv Gods bleffing on their labours,
fhould be much reverenced by the Churches
which they have planted, and their juft advife,
exhortations and ‘admonitions fhould be heard
by the Peopic and the Paftors whom they ordained,
and all their juniors : And though the Apoftles
have no fucceflours in their extraordinaries, yet
that fome fhould in this ordinary work fucceed
them, we deny not, becaufe 1. We find that itis
a work ftill neceflary to be done : 2. And others
as well as Apoftles did it in thofe times ; as Silas,
Luke, Apolla, Y’z'mot/.;)/, Titas, &c. and fince, all
fachas have planted the Gofpel among Infidels.
2. Becaunfe Chrift promifed to be with them that
did this work to the end of the world, 424r.28.2 1.
But whether fuch men be of a different office or
order fromthe jzauior Paftors ; whether any true
Prestyrer that hath ability , opportunity and
invitation, may not do the fame work with
Infidels ; and by his fuccefs, and feniority may
not {0 ardain Paftors over the Churches which he
sathered ;- and have an anfwerable right to
reverence and regard from thofe that he fo
planteth, and ordaineth ; are controverfies which
we prefume not now to decide. g

And we cannot prove that this maketha di-
ftin<t formz of a Church, nonotin the _dpafiles
time and cafe :» For we cannot prove  that

; they.




by confent they might
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they' diftributed the Countrys into Provinces.

or Diocefes peculiar to. each Apoftle ; and had
any Churches which they fuppofed to be
peculiarly under this or that Apoftles Govern-~
ment {0 as that any of the reft might not with
Apoftolical power have come, refided, preacht
and governed in the fame . No Scripture tells us

- of fuch limits & Provinces.Nay the Scripture tells

us, that many of them wereds Apofﬂes at once

in the fame places : As at ?emfalem oft, Panl and -

Jobin had Apoftolical power at Ephefus = Perer
and Pzl (as is commonly held) at Rome : And its
probable that as Chrift fent forth his difciples by
two and two, fo the Apoftles went in company,
as Paxl and Barnabas did : fo that fuoch appropriate
[ettiement of Provincial Or Diocefan Churches,
we cannot fee proved ; though fuch 2 Generall
Miniftry is eafily proved ;and we doubt not but
have diftributed their
Provinces, had they feen caufe, and that actoally
they did fo diftribute their labosrs 25 their work
and ends required : But if they had become
proper Provincial Bithops.over (everal Diftricts
or Provinces, it feemeth ftrange tO US that no
hiftory telleth us which were the twelve OF thirteen
Provinces , and how limiced ; and that they
continued not Jonger ; and that inftead of three
Pasriarchs firft, and four after, and five next,
we had not rwélve or thirteen Apoftles or

- Patriarchs [eated over all the world, with their

i(:&)&n dn}r]xﬁons ; And that men feek not now to
ratheft ht eChurch@s. to this Primutive State,
o an to the faid Imperial Conftitution; and

er to fubje& 'us all to the A’poﬂoliml Seats,

than to five Patriarchsin the dominions of ana=

!
i traet
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ther Princes and now moftly fubject to an Infidel.
Yea it is firange to us that the firft Seat (Rome)
ihould derive its pretended power from two
Apoftles’ ( asif our Charch might have two
Bifhops )and the fecond ( Alexandria ) from
Saint Mark, who was no Apoftle, and the third
(_-%fwcb)from the fame Apoftle that Rome
did, (as if one Pibop might have two fuch
Diocefes, ) and the fourth (. ferufulers ) from
St. Fames, commonly faid to be 5o Apoftle ; and
the haft ( which became the fecond or the ,ﬁrﬁ)
trom a0 Apoftlz, nor make any fuch prerence ;if
- thirtecn Apoftolick Provinces were then known,

Put we eafily acknowledge, that as Apoftles
baving * planted many Churches ftaid a while
in each, when they had fetled it, and fome time
vifited it again; fo they are by fome hiftorians |
calted the firf# Bifbops of thofe Churches, being
mdeed the tranfient Governonrs of them : In.which
tenfe onc Church might at once have two or many
Bifteps, and one Bifiop many Chaurches, and he be
Bifhop of one Charch this week, who was Bifhop
of another whére he came the nexr.

Seft. VI Chriftian Community, ( prepared to
be a Polity) and a Chriftian fams;ly, and a Chriftian
Kingdom, we doubtnot may all prove their
Divine Right 3 And if any will call thefe Churches,
Jetus agree of the definition, and we will not
[trive abort the name. : :

Sect VII. We know not of any proof that ever
was produced,ihat many Churches of the firft Rank,
muft (0f duty) make one fived grearer compennd
Church,by Affociation,wherher Claflical, Diocefan,
Provincial, Patriarchal, or National: and that
God hath inftituted any fuch Form : And we ﬁgd

the
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the greateft defenders of Przlacy, affirming that
Clafles, Provincial, Patriarchal, and National

Churches,are but humane inftitutions; of which

more anon,

Seét, VIII. We find no proof that ever God
determined the Churches fhould neceffarily be
individuated by Parifh-bounds or limits of
ground ; and that men in the fame limits might
not have divers Bithops, and be of divers pat-
ticular Churches.

Seét. IX. We never faw any fatisfactory proof
that ever Chrift or his Apoftles did inftitute any
particular Charch (taken in a Political fenfe as
organized,and not meerly for a Community)with-
out a Bifhop or Paftor, who had the power of
Teaching them, Ruling them by the Word and
Power of the Church-Keys, and leading them in -
publick Worfhip. .

Sett. X. Nor did we ever fee it proved, that
any one Church of this firft Rank (which was not
an Affociation of Churches)confifted in Scripture~
times of many (much lefs many f{core or hun-
dred )fuch.fixed Churches or Congregations: Ot
that any one Rilhop of the firft Rank (thar was
not an Apofile, or a Bithop of Bitheps)of whom

we now fpeak not, had more than onc of fuch
fixed Societies or Churches under him: Or
might have more ftated members of hisChurch,
than were capable of Perfonal Comnzunion, and
mutual affiftance at due feafons, in holy Do-
étrine, Difcipline and Worfbip : Though we doubt
not but as now, there are many Chapels in
fome Parifhes, where the aged, weak, children,
and all in foul weather, or by other hinderances
may hear, and pray, and occafionally commu-
‘nicate,
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' nicate,; whofe proximity and relation to the Pa-
rith-Churches do make them capable of Perfo-
nal Communion.in due feafons with the whole
Parifh (at leaft per wices) in thofe Churches, and
in their converfation : And as a fingle Congre-
gation may prudently in perfecution, or foul
weather, meet oft-times In feveral houfes ; (o
the grear Church of Zerufalens (though it cannot -
be proved a quarter {0 big as {ome of our Pa-
rithes) might in thofe times when they had no
Temples, hold their publick Meetings oft at the
fame time in divers houfes and yet be capable
of Perfonal Communian, as it is before defcribed.

Sect. 1I. It is not inconfiderable .to  our
confirmation, that fo worthy a man as Dr,
Hamond doth over and over, in his. Diferrations
againit Blondell, and in his Learned Annotations

~on the new Teltament, aflfert all the matter of
fact which we are pleading for, w.z. That the
word [ Presbyrer ] and [ Paffor ] in-the New
Teftamgent is ever taken for a Bithop : That it
belongedsto the Bithops office to be the Preacher
to his Church, to vifit all the Sick, to take care
of all the Poor, and to take Charge of the
Churches ftock, to adminifier the Sacrament,
&c. And (as he faith on _Aff'i; 11. 6.)
« That al,bmg/,,,t;ﬂ', Title of mpzaBuTseesi, E{der;,
< have been alfo extended to a fecond order in the
< Church, and is now only in ufz for t/;em,- #nder
< the wame of Presbyters, yer in. the Scripture-
« rime it belonged principally, if mot _alone, to
«c B{//fﬂff,, 'tbe}:e b&’iﬂg N O EV IDE NCE
“ thar any of that [fecond Order were ,.t/;w ’
¢ jnftituted, thoughfoon after befere t/{e writing _vf :
< Ignatius’s Bpiftles, rhere were fuch inflitused :;”
< il Churches. ] 5 . - Se’t,
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o Seft. XII. By this i y

. By this it followeth, that 1. the
; oﬂmf‘%’dﬂ (;Viﬁce of a fubject Presbyter that was no Bifhop
ple & G Sa§ not in being ( that can be proved ) in
‘{bg,;‘ tfnpture-tlmes. 2, That no Bifhop had more
ffl“’cb;ﬂg& t“an one worfhiping affembly at once: For
lgkcl;;@‘ ;0 ghrlﬁlans aflembled for wortfhip on the
ofs (es-li = rds dayes, and their worfhip ftill included
lbo-ucapp"! m_mewhat which none but a Minitter of Chriit
g,b it rff‘f I lgh_t do, and .wb.cn there was no other Minifter
of,ou, d in being but Bifhops, and a Bifhop can be but
ey szh’ l(!)loneﬁplace at once, a Bifhop could have but

ap3w"f tl;]:ta v:mbly. Though for our parts we think
{;ibfd" o he have juft reafon to believe, rhat
delé™ s urches then had more Minifters than one,

0
% When weread h ;
e ad how Paul was put to reftrain and
1} :rs it ‘;‘%s}atg their publick officiating at Corinth,
i 1144 .pn, v . 4

) ;
’"oi::en"f thcse?: XIII, And icfurther confirmeth us, that
-”’ﬁacvtb‘ & aid Doctor tells us, that for ought ke
T Nl g oweth, the moft of the Church then were of
ge My  his mind: And Francifors a fantia clara dz Epif~

it
it yanead
; {95 : t;p_.. tells us, that this opinion came from Sco=
ﬁecf‘rg L t%nd Petavius, that Learned Jefuir, was the
“he at brought it in, in our times, viz. That

o :
| gmeﬂt’ t/ﬁ:’ Aévoﬂ'le: placed only Bifhops with Deacons i
f 0 ) 4« Churches, and that st is anly thefe Bifbops that
I re called Presbyters in Seriptzve.  So that the

W Ma

Em ) tter of fa®, for the whole Scripture-times,

Lo gsrgted us by all thefe learned men,

o thec(,). XIV. It being the Divine Infritution of

i e t{ﬁce of this fecond Order of Presbyters
chw isfi ¢ 2

.NCE Wt e are unfatisfied abour; and thefe Reve-

g nen confeffing that de faito they were not

o S"riﬂzn'-g (as can be proved by any evidence) in

it cripture-times, and thofe ‘times extending to

4 3 &, .

about
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about the hundredth or ninety ninth vear after
Chrifts Nativity (when St, foon wrote the Re-
velation ) we muft confefs that we know not
how that Order or Office can be proved then
to be of God’s inftitution, I. As to the Eff-
cient 5 who fbonld do it as the cerrain authorized
Inftruments of God. 5. Or poy it fhall be cer-
taiuly proved to us to be of God, when Scripture
telleth it not to us ; and whar Records of irare
infallible; And whether fuch pretended proofs
of Tradition as a [#ppicment to Scriptwe, be not
that which the Papacy is buile on, and will not

Merve their turn as well as this.

Seit. XV. And whereas it is faid thar che Bi-
fhops made in Scriprure-times had authority
given them to make afterward that Jecond Of-
fice ot Order of Presbyters: 1, We cannot bur
marvel then thar in fuch great Churches,as that
at Jerufalem, Ephefiss, Corinth, &e, they thould
never ufe their Power in all the Scripture-
times. And when they had o many Elders at
fer#falem, fo many Prophets and Teachers at
Antioch and Corinth, that Paxzi was fain to re-
ftrain their exercifes, and bid them prophefie
but One by One; and one faid, I am of Paul,
and another, | am of Apolla, &c. there thould
yet in that age be none found meet for Bithops
to ordain to this fccond fort of Presbyters as well
asmen to make Deacons of.

2. But we never yet faw the proof produced,
that indeed the Bithops had power given ther}l
to inftitute this ather Species of Elders. Sure it
belonged to the Founders of the Churches

(Chriit and his Apofi'es ) to inftitute the Species

of Ecclefiaflical Officers, though the Bifhops
: might
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might make the Individuals ‘afterwards. And
Where is the proof that the poftles did infti-

tute it? If Ecclefiaftical generation imitate na-

tural,the Bifhops would beget but rhesr Like:

. men beget men ; {o Phyficians make Phyficians,

and {0 Bifhops may beget Bifhops: Burt he that
faith they could morally fitft Beget this ozher
Species, muft prove it. : :
~ Seét XVI. When Presbyters were firft diftinét
from Bifhops, we feeno proof that it was
as a diftinct Office or Order in fpecie; and not only
as a diftinét degree and prsviledge of men in the
Tame Office : Nor hath the Church of Rome it
felf thought meet to determine this s de fide
but fuffereth its Doctors to hold the contrary.

Sect, XVII, It much confirmeth us in our

0 judgment, that no mere Bifhop then had mere

\ Churches than one (as afore defcribed) when wé
. find that Zgnarins ( whofe authority Dr. Ha-
| mond Differt. conts Blondel: Laiethfo much of

the caufe upon, and whom Bifhop Picrfon
hath lately fo induftrioufly vindicated) doth
exprefly make' ONE' ALTAR, . and ONE
BISHOP with the Presbyters and Deacons, to
be the note of'a Church Uity aind Individnation.
And that by one Altar is tieant oneTuble of Com-
munian, OF place where that Table fPood) is paft
doubt with the judicios and imparrial. Whence

learned Mr. Fofeph Mede doth argue ag certain

that then a"Bithops Church was o ozber than
J#ch as ufually communicated in one place.  Yea,
faith Ignatiuns, the Bithop maft zake notice and
acconnt of each perfon, even of Man-fervantsand
Maids (that they come to the Church).  And
this was the Bifhop of a Seat; that after was

C j?atﬁj
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Patriarchal : Such Bifhops we do not oppofe.

Sect. XVIIL. We find proof thar ordinarily
Churches were firft planted in Crties (there be-
ing not then in the #llages Chriftians enough to
make Churches: ) But we find no procf that
when there are Chriftians enough to conftitute
Churches, they'may. not be planted in Villages
alfo: Nor yet that there may. not be more
Churches than one in the fameCity : For {0
Grotius faith, There were even then when Chri-
ftians were comparatively but few, and that
they were as the Jewifth Synagogues in this re-
fpect. And Dr. Hamond largely aflerteth that
Perer had a Charch of fews, and Paxl another of
Gentiles at Rome, and that fo it was in other
Cities. ) 85 :

Seft, XIX. Much lefs is it by Divine Inftitu-
tion, that Bifhops, and their Charches or Seats,
be only in fuch as wemow call Cities, which by
their priviledges are diftinct from other great
Towns and Corporations, whenas the word
Tlonsg then .ﬁgniﬁcdva great Town or Corporation,
fuch as our Market-Towns and ' Corporations
now.are. big 2193vs {3 o ;

"Seet. XX. But it is the Law of God that all
thines about Churches and Church-affairs which
he hath left to humane prudence, fhould be
done according to fuch general Rules as he

 hath prefcribed for their regulation.

SECT.
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,,,;,og[t"ﬁf;ri. | SECT. 1V.

rat 00 ; « =5
g%b' What Princes and Paftors may}dog in
05 w{iw Juch matters. :

oY .
0tﬂp‘vn"lillﬂﬁ‘ »
kdi“wgl@' L Hefe forefaid General Laws of God,
i ! do both give ‘the Ralers their Power
g Egbd for determining things committed to them, and
"%’ﬁd‘ (Ilf alfo limir their power thercin. :
A5 I Thefe General Laws are, that Al
. (b5 | things be donc to Edification (the circumftances
s ‘ql‘a‘,',g] fitted to the Eud, the Giory of God, and the Pab-
aﬂdﬁ‘yr lick Good,the promoting of Truth and Godline(s;)
dﬂ" thatall be done in Love, to the promoting of
o Love and Unity ; and thac all be done in Order
‘“Jﬂyﬂs and Decently, and as may avoid offence or [can-
y 51‘5‘ jf daltoall, both thofe without, and thofe within.
EO g Gal 6. 15,06, Phil3. 15,16, 1 Cor. 14 3 55 12
i 26. 17. Rom. 14.19. & 15.2. 1 Cor. 10.23.
B i Ephef. 4112, 16, 19. 2 Cor. 12, 19. & 6, 3. &

;0“’ IX. 7. 1 Cor. 8. 13.
pt” IIL Therefore no Rulers, Civil or Eccle-
. g fiaftical, have their power to fcandalize and
w:h’b; dzftroy, but only to ed:fie, being the Miniftersof

¥ God for good, Ro. 13. 3, 4 §.2Cor-10.8. &
'{h"" 1 13. 10.

{5 [V. The great Difpute'is ( handled excel-
~ lently againft the Papifts for Kings by Bifbop
o Bilfon of Chriftian Obedience, Bifhop Andrews
Tortara Torti, Bifbop Buckeridge, Spalaterfis,and
. any more ) whether the Kings of Chriftian
L Kingdoms bave not the fame power abour Church-
S matars, as the Kings of Ifrael and fudib had

Cz (David,
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(David, Solomon, Hezekiah, fofiah, &c.) which
cannot be anfwered by an only Zea or Vay,with-
out a more particular confideration of the com-
pared Cafes. '

_ V. We fuppofe it certain that Chriftian
Kings have o leffer power than the Kings of /-
racl, except 1. What any fuch King had as a
Prophet, or in peculiar, by an extraordinary
grant. 2. And what alteration is made by alte~
ration of Church-offices, Laws, and Worflip,which
may make a difference ; of which hereafter.

VI. And 1. It muft be remembred that
God then referved the Legiflation to himfelf,
which he exercifed by Revelarion, and by fpecial
Prophets : And fo the Propher Mofes delivered
them that Law, which no King had power to
abrogate, fufpend, or alter by adding or dimi-
nifhing, Dexst. 12. 32, Jof. 1. But they had a
mandatory power, and of making fome fubord:-
nate By-laws, as Cities and Corporations have
from and under the King. \

VIL. 2. Yea great and [pecial Mandates
were oft fenc from God by Prophets, againit
which the Kings of /frae! had no power.

VIIL. 3. The Execurive or fudicial
Power was divided : part was in the Kings and
Magiftrates ; and part was in the Prieffs and -
Levites, which the King could not ufurp him-
{elf (as appeareth in Uzziabs offering Incenfe,)
nor yet forbid the Priefts to ufe it, according to
God’s Law ; nor change or abrogate their Of-
fice, For ke and rhey were fubject to God’s
Laws.

IX. 4 God himfelf fettled the Hj’ib

‘Priefthood on the line of Aaros, and all the Prze ;
- hoe
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. hood on the Tribe of Lewi 5 and it was not in the

whld power of the King to alter it.
0) gi?  X. §. God ftated the High Priefthood
ﬁgc’cofﬂ on the Priefts during life, Numb. 35. 2§,28. fof-
: cbrifﬁﬂ to violate, i

cof i XL 6. There are more particular Laws
“gd gs! made by God for the duty of the Priefts, de-
[.13 rdf”‘q feribing their office and work, than for any o-
("gyﬂlrf ther particular cafe, as ‘many hundred Texts
¢P it will teltus :  And none of thefe Laws might be
W’er- altered, or fufpended by the Kings of Ifrati:
%4 Nor thofe by which God ftated fome of the Ju-
brcwf,tf, dicial Power in the Congregation, Num. 3§. 12,
0 {pcciﬂl t0 26.
b)’mc; XII. = Solomon’s putting out Absathat, and
de ger & putting in Zadok , is not cantrary to Ay of
p0%gimk this : For (fuppofing the words 1 King. 2. 35.
”’had # to be not only a hiftory of the bare matter of
{ g T2, but a juftification of it de jure.) 1. It pofeth
e[ havc_ fearned men to refolve how Zadok and Absathar
o~ are oft faid to be both High Priefts before, and

it Zadok il put before Abiathar. 2. It is cer-
"l tain that Zadok had the right both of Fuberi-
e tance and efpecial Promife, Numsb. 2. 11, 12,13,
‘. ”/"ﬁ'ﬂl  Chron, 6. 3,4,&c. And what Solomon did was

ab that the word of the Lard might be fulfilled. Hove

ing? 40 the poffeflion came into the bands of the line
'iff” g of Ithamar , Expofitors cannot find : It is like it
P ) Was by ‘occafion of the confisfions of their oft
0 10 Captivity and Anarchy in the interfpace of the
d?” Of Judges. * 2. Even the Priefts were the King’s

rh"]r'o 45 fubjects, and might be punifhed for their crimes,

0~ foit were according to God’s Laws. And if
;{i” 45iar!mr forfeited his life, he forfeited his Of-
ﬁ,’ fice, C3 XIIL..

rc .
g

y

20. 6,&c. which Law the Kings had no power
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Xill. 8. The Priefthood then depended
not on the infiicution or will of the King or
People: He might rot putout a lawful Prieft,
that had not forfeited his Life or Office : He
might not have put any one in his place that
hid not right from God, or that was unquali-
fied : He might not have forbid the Priefts the
work appointed them by God : Burt yer if be
had syjuriorfly depofed one Abiathar, and put in
a Zadok, the lofs had been little to the Church :
But if he had depofed fo grear a number of the
Priefts and Levites,as thata great part of God’s
commanded work muft needs thereby have
been left undone, and Religion fo far deftroyed,
or had as Feroboam, put of the bafeft of the
people (or uncapable perfons) into the Prieft-
bood, the lofs had been greater, and the thing
unwarrantable, and  fuch as he had not power
from God to do.

XIV. And the quality of Mofes Law and
its Works, as different from the Laws of Chrift,
and the Works thereof, muft be confidered, that
we may difcern the ditference of the Cafes, A
man that did attempt to draw the people to
Idolatry, was then to be put to death ; yea, the
City to be deftroyed that concealed him, Dezt.
ct, 13 fowere they that blafphemed, -a_nd fuch
as committed other heinous crimes agamﬂ Re-
ligion ; yea thofe that would not enter zz£9, OF
renew their Covenant with God, were bY /’f“‘, 5
command to be put to death : B}Xf‘Ch”ﬁ will
have mens Atheifm, Irreligioufne(s, Idolatry ard
Infidelity, cured by the Preaching of the Truth,
which therefore requireth that the Preachers

: alificati an{fwerable to
for number and qualification be a e
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their work: efpecially feeing they are things fo
myfterious and fupernaturally revealed, which
men are to believe : And the works of Mofes’s
Law lay very much in ceremony and outward
actions, which a man of mean qualifications
might eafily do: Bur the great work of the

b Gofpel is to bring Life and Immortality to light,

and to Preach Chrift, by whom came Grace and
Tiuth, and more notably than the Law of A4ofes
did, to call men to Mortification, Self-denial,

il Crofs-bearing, contempt of the World, by Faith

and Hope and Love of a better World, and to
bring them to a heavenly mind and life: And
mens falvation is laid on this. 1fic were but to
offer Sacrifices, and do over the task of out-
ward Ceremonies, a Mafs-Priefis yqua!iﬁcations

of might ferve the turn: And ific werc but to put

men to death that will not be fews, and rake
their Covenant, and that draw any from their
Religion, neither o many nor {o excellent Mini-
fters were neceflary : But we arc under a bet-
ter Covenant, even a Law of Love which is
more eminently become the firft and laft, the
great and. new Commandment, and the regent
Principle in Soulsand Churches ; and the num-

# ber and quality of the Preachers of it muft be

anfwerable,

XV. As Mofes was God’s minifterial Law-
giver to the [Ifraelites , apd Was faithfol in
all his truft 5 fo Chrift is the grear Propher like
unto hirs, as typified by him, whom God hath
-raifed up to his Church, whom they that hear
nat, fhall be cut off by God, and from that

Church as he hath appointed : The Zegiflation

Univerfal is now the work_of Chrifi by himfelf,
: : C 4 and
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and by the Holy Ghoft, which he promifed and
gave for that ufe to his Apoftles , that they,
might infallibly underftand his will, and remem-
ber what he had commanded them to teach the
world. '

XVIL. Kings or Paftors may not now al-
ter or fufpend any of thefe Laws of Chrift, any.
more than the Jewifh Kings or Priefts might al-
ter or fufpend the Laws of Mofes.

XVIL Chrift hath inftituted 2 Miniftry to,
be for ever ftablithed in the world, to Preach
his Gofpel, to convert volunteers unto Faith
and Holinefs, and to gather by Baptifm all Con-
fenters into his Covenant and Church, and to
teach them all that he hath commanded them,
And this none have power to overthrow.
 XVIII. He hath ftated on the Paftors of
fuch Churches, the Power afore defcribed, of
Teaching Affemblies and particular perfons, of
leading them in_publick Worhip, and Sacra-

ments, and of judging by the power of the -

Keys, whom to receive into their communion
by Baptifin, and profeflion of Faith, and whom
o admonifh, and for obftinate impenitence to
reject: And chis Inftitution none may alters |
XIX. He hath inftituted ordinary Affem-
blies, and ‘ftated particular Churches, as ’ﬁ
aforefaid, for thefe holy exercifes, and forbad a
Chriftians to forfake them; and he and his é};
poltles have appointed and feparated the Lor 2
day hereunto. None therefore may abroﬁ;tetb_
fufpend thefe Laws. All this is proved, Aath.
28. 19,20. & 16.19. & 18. 18,:9. fob. zgz. 2(33;
Lyk 12.37,38. Mat ,21.26. & 22. 46, 5 Co:‘I .
tsA gt P RS el
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Ephef. 4. 4. to 17. 1 Thef. 5. 12,13, Heb. 33
17, 24. Tit, 1. 5, 6, &c. 1 Tim. 3. A 14. 23.
Ait.20.1 Cor. 16, 1, &c.

XX. Chrifts Laws empower and oblige
the Bifhops or. fensor Paftors to Ordain o-
thers for this Minifterial fervice ‘of the Church,
and {o to propagate their order to the end of
the world : By which Ordination, 1. They are
7#dges of the perfons qualifications, whether he
be fuch as Chrifts Laws admit into his Miniftry.
2. And they folemnly inveft him in the office. But
the Power with which they minifterially inveft
him (delivering him poffeflion as Chrift appoint-
ed) refuitet) direltly from theLaw or Donation of
Chrift; As the power of a Mayor from the
Charter of the King, and not from the Eleétors
or Jnvefters, None therefore have power given
them by Chrift, to sinder fuch Ordination and
Propagation of fuch a Miniftry , Af. 14.23.

. 1. 5. : ,

XXI. So exceeding great are the bene-
fits and priviledges of being members of Chrift,
and bis Church univerfal and particular, that no
#nwilling perfon is immediately capable of it:
Nor is it poffible ex nathra res, for any (adult)
perfon that confenteth not to be a Chriftian, or a
Member of any particular Church. - He cannot
be ajuft Communicant againft bis will 5 nor pray
and praife God with the Church ; nor take a
man for his Paffor, or ufe him as a Paftor,againft
his will : And God hath Jaid mens falvation or
damiarion on the choice or refifal of their wills,
Therefore no man can be the Bif-op' or Paflor
of a Church, either de jure, or truly de fatto, a-
gainft the Church or Peoples will, or without
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, their confent. " And as the Vature of “the thing
& proverh this, fo doth the facred Scripture, A%
' 14.23. & 2, 37 38. v’ Pb. 1, 7. Mar, 28 19.
. and {o doth the judgment and practice of
= Chrift’s Church, for many hundred years;which
is {o fully proved by Blondell, de jure plebis, and
confefled by the Papifts themfelves, and {0 ex~
prefs in all antiquity, that we need not add the
proof. Therefore no power may change this
Law of Nature, and of Chrijt 5 nor can they by
any Law, Mandare, Choice, Ordinarion, Inftitu-
tion, Impofition, orother act, make any man 2
#eal Paftor to that People that confent not to the
relation, . Nor are they amy true parricular
Chnrches, where Paftor and People do not con-
fent. No more than the relation of Husband
and Wife, Mafter and Servant, Tutor and Scho-
lars, can be without confent, L
| XXM. Chrift and his Spirit have com-
i manded his Minifters to preach the Word, to be
inftant in feafon and ont of [eafon ; to reprove, rée--
buke and exhore, 2 Tim. 4. 1, 2. And having p#t
thewr hand to Chrift's Plough, not to look back 5 .
and none hath power to alcer this Law ofChrift,
or to {ufpend it. His Minifters by his Authority
preached againft the will of Princes for above
‘three hundred years 3 and fince then againft the
wills of erroncous Princes who profefled Chri-
flianitv. |
XXIil. If Church-Hiftory be not to b€
believed, the pleas thence nfed for Prelacy muft
ceafe : If it be to be believed,God hath wrought
miracles to juftifie thofe that would not 'ceafe
Preaching, when Princes.yea Chriftian-Princes,

have forbidden them: And the Church hath
: honour¢

.
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honoured their fidelity herein : The cafe of 4~
thanafins, Bafil, AMdeletiss, and abundance more,
evince the later : And for the former, we will
now inftance but in the cafe of the Bithops of
Africa, whofe tongues were eut out by the
King’s command ; and they fpake frecly by mi-
racle after they were cut out; as is teftified by
efLneas Gazew , and by Viéter Uticenfis, who
faw and fpake with, and heard the perfons when
this miracle was wrought vpon them ; and by
FProcopio,

XXIV. It will be objected that Conftan-
tins, Valess, Genfericus, Hunnericus, &c. were
Arrians, and the later conquering Ufurpers.

Anfw. 1. Even Heathen Emperours and Kings
are our Governours, though they want due #p-
titude to their duty (as alfo do many w1cke’d
Chriftian-Princes ;) And we owe them obedi-
ence when their Laws or Mandates are not a-
gainft the Laws of God. We muft not fay as
Bellarmine, that Chriftians fronld not tolerare [uch
Princes, and that the ancient Ciriftians [uffcred
for want of Fower tovefiff. 2. Let the Empe-
rours called Arrians be made no worfe than they
were : Some were for Concord and Toleration
of both Parties, and fo are more fufpected than
proved to be Arrians : And Arrians themfelves,
(though unexcufably erroneous) were not like
the Socinians, that utterly deny Chrift’s Deity :
They fubfcrsbed to all the Nicene Creed fave the
the word [éucésies] They would fay thar Chrift
was [ Light of Light,very God of very God, begor-
ten not made,&c.JThey thought that as the Swu-
beams or Light ure its immediate emanation,
but not its fubfiance (as commonly Philofophers

fiy
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fay they are not, how true we fay not) fo Chrift

[ 287]

was an immediate emanation from the Father,
before and above Angels, by whom all things
elfc were made. And how dangeroufly 7uftin,
and moft of the ancienteft Do&ors before the
WVicene Council fpeak hereabout, and how cer- -
tainly Exfehius and other great Bithops were
Arrians, and how lamentably the Council at A4-
rim:anm endeavoured an uniting Reconciliation,
by laying by the word [ouotores] And even old

~ ©fius by their cruelty yielded to them ; as Li-

berins fubferibed ta them, we need not fend any
men to Phsloftorgins nor Sendius for proof, it
being fo largely proved by D. Peravim
de Trinitate, who fully citeth their dangerous
words. ;

And if the beterodoxies of the Prince fhall
be made the reafon of the Subjets difobeying
him, ina marter lawful in it felf (as fome that
we fpeak to now fuppofe) we fhall hardly know
where to ftop, nor what bounds to fet the Sub-
Jects when they are made Judges of the Princes
Errours ; and what examination or cognifance of
it, they muft have.

3. Conftantine that banithed Athanafins (who
keprin while he could againft the Emperours
will) is not proved an Arrian : Nor Valentinian,
who commanded Ambrofe, (not to ceafe Preach-
ing himfelf, nor to forfake his Church, nor to
fubfcribe to Arrianifin,but only) to to]cr?te the
Arrians to meet in one {pare Church, which was
in Millan, as an act of moderarion : But Am-
brofe refolutely difobeyed the Emperour ( we
juftifie nor the manner) becaufe he .thought that
&od’s Law made it his office as Bifhop, fo f":
do. =t | 4. And
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4. And as to Genfericws and Hrnnericns’s
Ufurpation, it was then ordinary wich the Bi-
thops even of Rome, to fubmit to men that had
no better title ; and alas, how few of many of

the old Roman Emperours had any betrer (at

leaft, at firft.)
XXV. We doubt not ac all but that
Kings are the Governours of Bifhops, and

Churches, by coercive power, as truly as of

Phyficians, or other Profeflions: And though
they have no Authority (to abrogate or fufpend
the Laws of Chrift, yet they have a Power of
Legiflation, under Chrift, as Corporations for
By-laws have under them : which power is on-
ly about thofe things which God hath left 0
their determination ; and not either above Chriff,
againft Chrift, or in coordination with Chrift, but
only in fuch fubordination to him, and to his
Laws. ) _
XXVI. How far Rulers have power (ot
not) to command things indifferent, and how far
things fcandalous and evil by accident, {fome of

us have opened already diftinctly, and need not

here repeat.

XXVII. And we have there fhewed, that

as they may regulate Phyficians by Geteral and
Cautionary Laws, but not overthrow their Call-
ing on that pretence, by preferibing to the Phy-
fician all the Medicineés which he fhall ufe, to
this or that Patient, at this or that time, &c. fo
they may make fuch General and Cautionary
Laws, circa facra, 1. As fhall drive Bifhops and
Paftors on to do their certain duties: 2. And as
fhall duely reftrain them from fin and doing
hurt: 3. And they may punifh them by the

{word



[ 30]
fword or force, for fuch crimes as deferve that
punithment.  And a King of England may de-
pofe, or put to death a trairerous Bithop, Prieft

or Deacon, as law fully as Soloman depofed _4bi-
athar,

 XXVIIL. And as we have there faid, we
fuppofe that there are fome circumftanc:s of the
Minifters work, which it belongeth to his
ews office to determine of, and area true parc
of his Manifterial works - But there are others,
which it is meet fhould be #niverfally determi-
ned of;, for the Concord of all the Churches in a
Kingdom. Thefe the Paftors and Churches by
confest may agree in without a Law, it Kings
leave it to them.And Kings(by the advife of fuch
as beft underftand Church Cafes) may well by
their own Laws make fuch determinations. AS
for inftance in what Scriprure Tranflations, what
Verfions and Metres of Pfalms, the Churches
fhall agree. Much more may they determine
of the Publick Maiutenance of Minifters, and the
Temples and fuch other extrinfick accidents.
XXIX. Princes and Rulers may forbid

Atheifts, Infidels, Herericks and Malignant
. oppofers of neceffary truch. and godlynefs; and

all that preach rebellion and fedition, that pro-

pagate foch wicked Doctrine,” and may punith

tacmif they doit. And may hinder the incorri-

gible, and all'thar provedly or notorioufly are

fuch whofe Preaching will do more hurt to wmen

thai good, from exercifing the Miniftry oL
Preaching in their jurifdiction or Dominlons :

For fuch  have not any power from C_h}”lﬁ fg

to Preach, but ferve the Enemy of Chrift an

man, Seit.
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XXX. Princes: and Rulers may for order

Afake, diftribute 'their. Chriitian- Kingdoms into

Larifbes, which thall be the ordinary bounds
of particular Churches : And fuch diftribution is
very congruous to the Ends of the Miniftry and
Churches, aud conduceth to orderly fettlement

and peace : And experience hath'thewed us that .

fuch Parith Churches where the Paftors are

~ faithfull und fic, mav live as Chriftians fhonld

do to their mutuall comfort in Piety, Love

. and Peace : And fuch Parifb-order we defire.

~XXXL But no Rulers may hence conclude,

I 1. that Parjfles are difivibuted: by God imwze-

diately, or “that he hath commanded fuch a
diftribution as a thing- of abfolure neceffiytoa
Church ; But ‘the Generall Rules of order, and
Edjfitation do ordinarily in. Chriftian Kingdomes
require it. 2. Nor may any make a Parifp, as
Juch to be a Church; and all to be Church
members . that are in the Parifb, as fuch : for
Atheifts, Infidels,Hereticks,8 Impenitent Rebels
may live in the Parifh; and 'many that confert
not to be members of that- or any Church:
And not only. in worfe lands but ‘in freland and

in' England; (25 part of Lanceftire, ) thefar

greateft part of the Parifhicneds are Papifts,
{ who renounce the Proteftant’ Churches ) dn

lome . places. = 0 . L sgT bag
XXXIL Neither dwelling in- the FParifh,
nor the Law of the Land, makes any Chriftiana
member of that Parifh Church, without or be-
fore his own confent : But proximity is partof
his extrinfick aptitude ard the law of man or
command of his Prince may make it his au1y to
confent, and thereby to beccme a member when
greater
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greater Reafons mollify not that obligatioti;
XXX!UL, Parifb Bounds and fuch other hu-
mane' diftributions for conveniency, may be
altered by men 5 and they bind not a’gainﬁ any
of Chrifts own Lawsand predeterminations ;
nor when any changes turn them againft the

« good ends for which they are made; of which

more afterward, ~when we fpeak of fepara=
tion. fidefsied
_ XXXIIIL  And about thefe humane Church-
Laws the general Cafe moft be well confic
dered, how  fir they are obligatory to con-
fcience, and in what cafes they ceafe to bind.
Sayrus, Fragofo and other the moft Learned and
Moderate Cafuifts of the Papifts, ordinarily
conclude, thar Humane Laws ‘bind not, when
they are not for the Common good, We had
rather fay, that when they are snotarionfly agdiﬂﬂ
the Laws of Chrift, ot againft the Common good,or
are made by ufurpation withonr anthority thercros
they bind not to formal obedience in thar particnlars
(though fomctime other reafons, cfpetially the ho-
nour of onr Rulers; may bind us to marerial obe-
dience, when the matter is indifferent; and
though ftill our fubjection and loyalty muft be
maintained. But of this before,and more largely
by one of us, Chriftian direltory, Part.4. Chap.3-
7it, 3. &c. The Council of Toletnm. 1355 d€-
creed thar their decrees thall bind noge 44 ‘”lf
am but only ad penam {ee Bin.Inoc. 6th.

Seft. XXXV, Kings and Magiﬂra’tes}bou]d.

fee that their Kingdoms be well provided of

-publick Preachers and Catechifts, toconvert In-

fidels and Impiovs men where there are fuch,and

T R SR ifme; and Church pri=
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. viledges and Commaunion, 2s are not vet Baptia
bwngﬁ,‘. :éiﬁds bot are Carechamens: And they may by

L “uc means compel the Jgnorant to, hear and
ﬂ;’.ﬁiﬂ !f‘im “"i‘-a_tp'(;llzi“if;?zianity is, though nor ro be-
agilg € Chriftiars (for that is impofiible) nor to

7 Which ac prefenc’they. are sucapabie,  But they

"of{cP’L may granc thofe rewards and civil Priviledges
i o briftians and Chutches for their encourage-

ﬂ‘cbf;ﬁ ment, which they are not bourdd ro give to o-
o

,1:“ thers, and which may make a moving ditference;
@4 Withour unrighteous conftraine, :

Dn’ XYYV[ hrift Tk at . Tor
0 ALAVL  Chrift and his Apoftleshaving (as is

0y =
szr".‘dfﬂi ?ﬂ;?ﬂ“’q)ﬂrﬂtk‘d the Right of Ordinarion on the
rd'ﬂbtﬂ ¢niier Paffors or Bithops, and the Right of Cen-

an’;‘ b Jearing in the People, (and tliis continued long -

'ﬂ}? even under Chriftian Emperonrs) Princes or Pa-
trons may not  deprive either party of their
, Righr, byt preferving fuch Rights,  they may
'}’, B Offer meet Paftors to the Ordaszers and Con-
| W _g;fetrget_o be accepted, when there is juft caufe
o e iz Interpofition : 2. They may hinder
4 both Ordainers and People from introducing in-
rt“”'ﬁb‘ B(;ilc’ﬁmb‘k men : 3. They may, when a Pcoplcs
1 i 72 fzo, ance, Failion Of Wilfzlsefs maketh them
'fcla‘g,ﬁ‘ refofe all that are traly fir for them, urge them
) CM‘,{E foaccepr the beft; and may poffefs fuch of the
A;}; M'i]tt’én‘p}_es,‘?md Publick Maintenance, and make
ih cmﬁ:;eq:.e.ml}v to)fp'ecoule t'hf: ‘coples duty to
s guld' di'{"d %, as 15 aferefaid tg alfo when they are
£5 ‘b f \lf\/e(ri .
b"idtlﬂ’ : i\zz}'xVH. Pr{nces ought.to-bc Prefervers of
/ ¢f o 'h?’urﬂ‘ff d!)‘d Charity among the Ghurches, and to
Eﬁuh’riﬁ trder Preachers from nnrighteons and . unchae
I uf-,‘lg et b rirable
y) :

i
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A vrfofl . . . \ F:
,ﬂnﬂ"; ] Pf@ ofs thar which & not trae, nor 1o take Chonrch=-
4&” hid Sriviledges, o which they have no right, and of
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ritable reviling each other, and their unpeace=
able controverfies and contentions. :
 XEXVIIL Chrift himfelfhath infticuted the
Baptifmal Covenant to be the Title of Vifible
Members of his Church, and the Symbo! by
which they fhall be notified : And he hath com-
manded all the baptized as Chriftians, rto Zove
each other as themfelves ; and: though weak in
1698 faith, 10" receive one another, as Chrift re-
ceiveth s, but not to doubtful difprtarions s and
1o fir as they hive obtained to walk by 1he  [ume
rele, o@Love, and Peace, and not to defpifz or
geage each other for tolerable: differences (much
lefs to-hate,irevile; or deftroy each other ;) and
It fecuzed good to the Holy Ghoft, ‘and the <pofties,
ro.lay wagreater burden on the Churches, even of
the Ceremonies which God had once command-
ed, but Neceffary things, A&. 15.28. And thefe
terms  of  Church-Union and. Concord whichs
Chrift hath made, no mortal man hath power
to abrogate.  All things therefore of inferiour
nature, though Perities and Good, muft be no
otherwife unpofed by Rulers, than as may
{land with thefe univerfal Laws of Chrift, which
are the true way to prevent Church-Schifins, -
.~ XXXIX. Princes by their Laws, or Pa*
fiors by confent where Princes leave it to them,
may o affociute many particolar  Churches
for orderly correfpondencie and concord, and
appoint fuch times and places for Synods, and
fuch orders in them, s are agreable to'Gods
aforefiid generall Laws, of doing all in Love, to
Edification and in order; And how far, if Rulers
fhocld mifs this gererall Rule, they are yerto

be cbeyed, we have opened cliwhere
2 v A VY AAL . ”
et XL. As
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Wcﬁ‘ XL. As we have there alfo faid that Prins
ces. may make ‘their own Officers to execute
oy their Magiftratical Power circa facra ( which,
inff N{F we acknow]cdge in our King in our Oath. of
! SUPFCmacy ;) and if fiuch be called, Eclefi-
o aftical; and their Courts and Laws {0 called
‘olﬁ alfo, that ambiguous name doth not intimate
) W’/k thc‘ﬂ} to be of the fame ‘fpecies as Chrilts
C}”i ‘ ordained - Ecclefiaftical Minifters, or as his
o . Chprches and Laws are; fo now we add that if
M'tl” ﬁ" Princes thall authorize any particular Bifhops or
bldf[/” "gd‘ Pagfor.s toexcercife any fuch vifiting, conventing,
{0({5 g, ordering, moderating, admonifhing, or governing:
O /a! Power as it belongeth to the Prince to give, not
lotbj}"/ﬁlo’! contrary to Chrifts Laws, -or the duties by him
g oy commanded, and priviledges by him granted to
-;b"’mffp“ﬂ particalar Churches; we judge that Subjets
,ccoﬂd‘}% thould obey all fuch, even for confcience fake :
g, A ’HOWF‘VEI‘, our confideration of Chrifts decifion
ncorx‘ Fﬂw of his .difciples controverfie, who  fbonld be the
hﬁ‘i;ﬁﬂ":ag’"‘r’;”fﬂ and oar certain  Knowledge how nes
of'ﬂ be al? S "‘;3’:‘ Love, and *Lowtinefs, and how pernicious;
! i ﬁ{cﬁ wrath and Lordly-.Pride are in thofe that muft
oy ¢ Win fouls to' Chrift, and ‘imitate him in bearing
;hrlc h’iﬁ‘ns-él g '?}Ot making ) .t‘he crofs, together with the fad
S0 Ym’ til ory of the Churches diftractions and corrup-
¥ e y on by Clergy-Pride and  Worldlinefs ( lam-
54 fb ul’ch ented by Nazianzene, Bafil, Hilary -Pittavss,
Cr,a’. Soc‘n{te:, Sozomen, Ifidore Pelufior, Bernard; and
)hczds, o multitudes more, yea by fome Popes them-
¢ .Goﬁ felvgs)-thefel and other reafons we fay doe
¢ omfmake us with; that the Clergy had ‘never
in[’ g been trufted with the fword, or any degree of

10

e g # to all their Officers; . D 2 XLI; I¢

r,’evff fogc‘mg power, or fecular pomp; yerif Princes -
aft o Judge otherwife, we muft obediently fubmic
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XLIL . It feemeth by the phrafe of His
Majeftics. Decleration about Ecclefiaftical affairs
1660, in which ( after confultation wich: his
Reverend Bifhops ) the Pafteral wayp of Perfiwa-
Jion, reproofs and admoxitions are granted to the
Presbyrers that a-diftin@ion is intended berween
this Paftoral and the Prelatical GOvernment,
Ard we wult, with very great concern, profefs
thet if the Claurebes of the loweft fort (Parechial)
bz but indeed made trite Churches, fuch as Chrift
by iis  Apoftles inflituted, aud uot only Parts of
& Digcefan Charch as if that were the lowelt
varks Andif thefz particular Charches have but
Paftors that bave the pawer of the Keys in thofé
Charches, and 4l thar the. [eriptuve  maketh
efintial to tle Oficr which was then fet. over
cvery fuch particalar Church s And if the Difcis
plne, inflitared by Chrift. himfelfy be but meade
paffible und Jeafible in fuch Parochiall Churches,
yea if we thar were trufted by onr calling with
thz myfteries of Ged, may nor be Jorcediopy s felves,
to 4dm;';¢iﬁer the. S:lf?(lmf.iit.f ﬂgﬂ._iﬁji"',’ﬂf?f;-gl?n
kuowledge. i confCicnces,and againft onr corfcicnces
and _knoiledye of meis cifes to prozounce men
ebfolved,or excommunicate upon ether mens decrees,
QT fo pronennce the ;:o:a:-'::'a;rjlj_lvickqhavée [aved,
aiid to deny worthy Coi:ftiaus ths. feal, of Chrifts
Covenant, nov their anfants their wifible. Chri-
Yiamey by bap: ifm 5 we [ay, mig 5 we but have this
izitehy we foonld be [o far fram ufing the Controverfie
abozt the Divine Right of Epifcopacy as.a :dff‘l‘.”&
Qiazr from Piesbyters, to any- [chifin, or. infjury te
the Church, that we [Fozd thankfully contribate
o1 beff endzavonys to 1he coiicord, [afety,peace and
Profpericy thereof.  And might we but alfo be freed

Jrom
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