
plicltely, by fome fignification of Confent, they 
jg may be an accidental Affembly^but not a proper 
t r Christian Church, 

I f they be not aflbciared [for this holy Com~ 
munion} they may be a Civil Society but not a 
Church. 

I f they be not aflbciated [for Perfonal Ccm-
j munion'] at fome due feafons, but only for Com

munion at difiance by Delegates, Meffengers or 
Letters, they arc not a Particular Church o f this 
fpccies now defined, thougji they may be mem
bers o f larger alfociations, National, Dioce-
fan, eVc, 

I f they arenotafTociare with one or more Pa-
ft°rs, they may be a Community of Chriftians, 
but not a Political Church,wh\ch we now definf. 

I f they are not joyned with a Paftor that hath 
all the forefaid Powers, o f Teaching, Ruling by the 
Word and Keys• and going before them in IVorfhip; 
and i f "they confent not to his rcUtton as fab, 
they may make a School, or an Oratory, hut not 
*a proper particular Church fimpliciter, fo called-
[but only a Church fecundum quid, or as to fome 
part {] for an EJfential part is wanting. But iris 
not the defeft of Excrcifi that unchnrcheth 
them, while there is the Power, and that con
ferred to (for Men cannot be Paftors or Churches 
againfl their wills.) 

Sefr.V. 3 , As all Chriftians grant that the 
•^>// /^hada general Commiflion to call Infidels 
to Chnft, and to plant Churches with their 
particular Paftors as. aforefaid, and to take care 
that their Pa for and they do the duties, ('not 
compelling rhem by their Sword, but by the 
Word,) fo we are far from denying that yet 

me 
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fome Minifters o f Chrift may, and fhould feck 
the converfton of Infidels, and plant Churches o f 
the converted, ordaining Paftors over them by 
their confent,and taking due care by their grave 
advife that fuch Churches walk in the obedience 
of Chrift, as far as they can procure i t ; And 
fuch Seniors which have fo planted thefe Churches 
and Paftors by Gods blefTmg on their labours, 
mould be much reverenced by the Churches 
which they have planted, and their juft advife, 
exhortations and admonitions fhould be heard 
by the People and the Paftors whom they ordained, 
and al! their juniors : And though the Apoftles 
have no fucceffours in their extraordinaries, yet 
that fbme lhould in this ordinary wort^ fucceed 
them, we deny not, becaufe i . We find that it is 
a work ftill neceflary to be done : 2. And others 
as well as Apoftles did it in thofe times 5 as Silas, 
Luke, Apollo, 'timothy, Titus, &C and fince, ail 
fucli as have planted the Gofpel among rnfidels. 
3. Becaufe Chrift promifed to be with them that 
did this work to the end o f the w o r l d , ^ r . 2 8 . 2 i . 
But whether fuch men be of a different office or 
order from the junior Paftors j whether any true 
Presbyter that hath abil i ty, opportunity and 
invitation, may not do the fame work wi th 
.Infidels; and by his fuccefs, and feniority may 
not fo ordain Paftors over tfie Churches which he 
gathered ; and have an anfwerable right to 
reverence and regard from thofe that he fo 
planteth, and ordaineth ; are controverfies which 
we prefiime not now to decide. 

And we cannot prove that this maketh a d i -
ftindt form of a Church, no not in the Apoftles 
time and cafe : For we cannot prove that 
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they diftributed the Countrys into Province* 
ovDiocefes peculiar to each Apoftle ; and had 
any Churches which they fuppofed _to be 
peculiarly under this or that Apoftles Govern-

frith ment fo as that any o f the reft might not wi th 
i f o r J! Apoftolical power have come, refided, preacnt 
^ A J and governed in the fame : No Scripture tells us 

tf> of fuch limits & Provinces.Nay,the Scripture tells 
us, that many of them were as Apoftles at once 

\t Of J in the fame places : As at ferufalem oft . Paul! and 
V had Apoftolical power at Ephejus : leter 

I V/J and Paul (as is commonly held) at Rome '. And its 
Vr J probable that as Chrift fent forth his difc.ples b j 
tbf ^ f two and two, fo the Apoftles went in company, 
| j < f ; j as P*«/ and Barnabas did : fo that fuch appropriate 
\A TJ fettlemem of Provincial, or Diocefian Churches 
pd we cannot fee proved 5 though fuch a GeneraU 
^ V j A f / n ^ r r is eafi!v proved 5 and we doubt not but 

? by confent they Lgbt have diftr.butcd he r 
d Provinces, had they leen caufej and that * * * * 
4 h & ^ did fo diftribute their labours as ta**0* 
^\V> and ends required: But i f they had become 
W&t* proper Provincial Bimops.over feveral u ^ t n c ' L 

e ^ V or Provinces, i t fcemeth ftrange to us that no 
tfft $ hiftory telleth us which were the or thirteen 
fpi^Jffi" Provinces, and how limited ; and that they 

^ continued not /o»g<rr 5 and that inftead o f three 
\oi{%$ Patriarchs firft, and four after, and five next, 
5 W e n a c * n o t t w e l v e o r thirteen Apofiles or 
| e r , ^ f ; Patriarchs feated over all the world, wi th their 
t l l 3 t ^ known divifions 5 And that men feek not now to 
rfjfS reduce the Churches, to this Primitive State, 

A rather than to the faid Imperial Conftituticn*, and 
rather to fubjecl: us all to the ^poflolical'Seats, 

c M$ than to five Patriarchs in the dominions of anar. 
I 
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ther Prime, and now moftly Tub/eft to an InfidcJ. 
\ea it is ftrange to us that the rirft Seat {Rome) 
fhould derive its pretended power from two 
Apoftles ( as i f our Church might have two 
Bi(hops)and the fecond {Alexandria) f rom 
fcamt Alar^ who was no Apoftle, and the third 
< ) from the fame Apoftle that Rome 
dfd, ( as i f one B,fiwp might have two fuch 
Dioceles, ; and the fourth (.ferufalem ) f rom 
5>r. tames, commonly faid to be no Apoftle ; and 
the fait ( wh,ch became the fecond or the firft ) 
f rom no Apoftk, nor make any fuch pretence ; i f 
thirteen Apoftolick Provinces were then known. 

But we eafily acknowledge, that as Apoftles 
havmg' planted many Churches ftaid a while 
JD each, when they had fetled it , and fome time 
vthted ir againj fo they are by fome hiftorians 
called the firft Bijhops o f thofe Churches, being 
indeed the tranfiem Govemours o f them : In. which 
fenfe one Church might at once have two or many 
tup-ops, and one Biftjop many Churches, and he be 
Biflior> of one Church this week, who was Blfliop 
of another where he came the next. 

Seff; VI . Chriftian Community, (prepared to 
be a Poiiry) and a Chriftian family, and a Chriftian 
Kingdom, we doi;btnot may all prove their 
Divine Right j And i f any will call thefe Churches, 
letusngrce of the definition, and we wil l not 
ftrive about the name. 

Sect y 11. We know not of any proof that ever 
wasproducedjfhat many Churches of the firft Rar\, 
muft-(of duty) make one fixed greater compound 
Chnrch,byAirociation,wherher Claffical,Diocefan, 
Provincial, Patriarchal, or National: and that 
God hath inftituted any fuch Form : And we find 

the 



the greateft defenders o f Prelacy, affirming that 
Gaffes, Provincial, Patriarchal, and National 
Churches,are but humane inftitutions; o f which 
more anon. 

Sett. V I I I . We find no proof that ever God 
determined the Churches fhould neceffarily be 
individuated by Parifh-bounds or limits o f 
ground ; and that men in the fame limits might 
not have divers Bifhops, and be o f divers par
ticular Churches. 

Sett. IX. We never faw any fatisfactory proof 
that ever Chrift or his Apoftles did inftitute any 
•particular Church (taken in a Political fenfe as 
organised&nd not meerly for a Community)w\x.h-
out a Bifhop or Paftor, who had the power o f 
Teaching them, Ruling them by the Word and 
Power o f the Church-Keys, and leading them in 
publick Worfhip. 

Set!. X. Nor did we ever fee it proved, that 
any one Church of this firft- Rank, (which was not 
an Affociation of Churches)Qotf\ft.ed in Scripture-
times o f many ('much left many fcore or hun
dred jftich. fixed Churches or Congregations: Or 
that any one Bifhop o f the firft Rank (that was 
not an Apoftle, or a Bifhop of Bifhops)of whom 
we now fpeak not, had more than one of fuch 
fixed Societies or Churches under him : Or 
might have more ftated members of hisChurch, 
than were capable of Perfonal Communion, and 
mutual affiftance at due feafons, in holy Do-
blrinejDijcipline and Worjhip : Though we doubt 
not but as now, there are many Chapels in 
fome Parifhes, where the aged, weak, children, 
and all in foul weather, or by other hinderances 
may hear, and pray, and occafionally commu 
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mcate, whofe proximity and relation to the Pa-
rim-Churches do make them capable o f Per fi
nal Communion in due feafons with the whole 
Parim (at leaft per vices') in thole Churches, and 
in their convention : And as a fmgle Congre
gation may prudently in perfecution, or foul 
weather, meet oft-times in feveral houfes ; Co 
the great Church o f ferufalem (though it cannot 
be proved a quarter fo big as fome of our Pa-
rimes j might in thofe times when they had no 
Temples, hold their publick Meetings oft at the 
fame time in dryers houfes ; and yet be capable 
o f Perfonal Communion, as it is before defcribed. 

Sett. I I . I t is not jnconfiderable to our 
confirmation, that fo worthy a man as D r . 
Hamond doth over and over, in his Dijfertations 
againft Blondell, and in his Learned Annotations 
on the new Teftament, aHert all the matter o f 
f a d which we are pleading for 3 viz,. That the 
word [ Presbyter j and [ Pafior ] in the New 
Teftament is ever taken for a Bifhop : That i t 
belonged*to the Bifhops office to be the Preacher 
to his Church, to vif i t all the Sick, to take care 
o f all the Poor, and to take Charge o f the 
Churches ftock, to adminifter the Sacrament, 
cVc. And (as he faith on Atts n . 6. ) 
" That although'this Title of $fi*$T*&f* Elders, 
" have been alfo extended to a fecond order in the 
<: Church, and is now only in ufefor them, under 
c ; the name of Presbyters, yet in the Scripture-
« time it belonged principally} if not alone, tb 
" Bifhops, there being N O E V I D E N C E 
" that any of that fecond Order were thin 
" infiituted, thougkrfoon after before the writing of 

c : Ignarius's Epiftles, there were fuch inftitmedin 
" all Churches. ] ' 



C M . 1 
SeB.Xll. By this i t folioweth, that i . the 

office of a fubject Presbyter that was no Bifhqp 
r was not in being ( t h a t can be proved) in 

Scripture-times. 2. That no Bifhop had more 
. r c i ^ than one worfhiping affembly at once: For 
K.Com all Chriftians aftembled for worfhip on the 
$ or K Lords dayes, and their worfhip ftill included 
\hodcS it f o m e w h a t which none but a Minilter of Chrift 

h if c» mighc do, and when there was no other Minifter 
°sco^\ m being but Bifhops, and a Bifhop can be but 
°. v f i^? in one place at once, a Bifhop coujd have but 

1 jt tit one affembly. Though for our parts we think 
\ t c t I t h a t w e have juft reafon t o - believe, that 
y c ^ c \ Churches then had more Minifters than one, 
; to when we read how Paul was put to reftrain and 
' as"; regulate their publick officiating at Corinth, 
fy$ xCor. 14. ^ 
\ 0 ^ \ Setl. X I I I . And it further confirmcth us, that 
!

 a ttef 0 the faid Doclor tells us, that for ought he 
%fi f< knoweth, the moft of the Church then were 01 

his mind : And Francifcm afancia clara de Epij-
cop. tells us, that this opinion came from Sco-
tnt: And Petavim, that Learned Jefuif, was the 

'^cci

M man that brought it in, in our times, wfU T-hat, 
the Apoftles placed only Bifhops xtith Deacons in 

. the Churches, and that it is only theft Bifhops that 
are called Presbyters in Scripture. So that the 
Matter o f faf t , for the whole Scripture-times, 
is granted us by all thefe learned men. 

Sell. XIY. I t being the Divine Inftitution of 
the Office o f this fecond Order of Presbyters, 
which we are unfatisfied abour; and thefe Reve
rend men confeffing that de faBv the,y were not 
in being (as can be proved by any evidence) in 
Scripture-times, and thofe times extending to 
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about the hundredth or ninety ninth rear after 
Chnfts Nativity (when St. %hn wrote the Re
velation ) we muft confefs that we know not 
how that Order or Office can be proved then 
to be o f God's jnftitution. i . As to the Effi
cient j whojhould, a o h as the certain authorized 
Inftruments of God. 2. Or how it Jhall be cer
tainly proved to tu to be of God, when Scripture 

S S l l - M , t n t > t

A ^ U s , i a n d Records of care 
^fal l .blej And whether fuch pretended proofs 
I f wu I" *J»PP"™* *' Scripture, be not 
that which the Papacy is built o n f and will not 
lerve their turn as well as this. 

Sett. XV. And whereas it is faid that the Bi -
ihops made in Scripture-times had authority 
given them to make afterward that fecond Of
fice or Order o f Presbyters: I . We cannot but 
marvel then that in fuch great Churches,as that 
at 'ferujalem, Ephefus, Corinth, &c. they mould 
never ufe their Power in all the Scripture-
times. And when they had fo many Elders at 
ferufilem, fo many Prophets and Teachers ,ar 
Ant loch and Corinth, that Paul was fain to re
train their exercifes, and bid them prophefie 
but One by Onej and one faid, I am of Paul, 
and another, 1 am of Apollo, eVc. there mould 
yet in that age be none found meet for Bifhops 
to ordain to this fecond fort of Presbyters p$ well 
asmen to make Deacons of. 

2. But we never yet law the proof produced, 
that indeed the Bifhops had power given them 
to inftitute ihh other Species of Elders. Sure i t 
belonged to the Founders o f the Churches 
('Chriit and his Apoftles) to inftitute the Species 
of Eccleiialllcal Officers, though the Bifrops 

jnight 



might make the Individuals afterwards. A r i l 
where is the proof that the Apoftles did inf t i -

ff?'j tu te i t? IfEcclefiaftical generation imitate na-
tural,the Bifhops would beget but their like: 
men beget men ; fo Phyficians make Phyficians, 
and fo Bifhops may beget Bifhops: But he that 
faith they could morally f irf t beget this other 
Species, rauft prove i t . 

Sett XVI. When Presbyters were firft diftincl: 
f rom Bifhops, we fee no proof that i t was 
as a diftin<5t Office or Order in fpecie', and not only 
as a diftmtt degree and priviledge o f men in the 
fame Office : Nor hath the Church o f Rome i t 
felf thought meet to determine this as de fide 
but fuffereth its Doctors to hold the contrary. 

t^TM . X V I I . I t much confirmeth us in our 
j t^joj' judgment, that ho mere Bifhop then had mere 

$ Churches than one (as afore defcribed) when w6 
tfj^toi fin{* that Ignatius (whole authority T)T. Ha-
j ^ V * J rnondDifiert. conu Blondel: Laiethfo much o f , 
l i^ S' c a u ^ c u P o n > a n < i whom Bifhop Pierfon 

i i hath lately fo induftrioufly vindicated) dotfi 
exprefly make ONE A L T A R , . and ONE 
BISHOP with the Presbyters and beacons, to 
be the note o f a Church Unity and Individuation. 
And that by oneAltAr is meant oncTablc of"Com
munion, or place where that Table flood, is paffc 
doubt wi th the judicious and impartial.Whence 
learned Mr . fofeph Mede doth argue as certain 
that then a Bifhops Church was no other than 
fuch as usually communicated in one place. Yea, 
faith Ignatius, the Bifhop muft take notice and 
account of each perfion, even o f Man- fervants and 
Maids (that .they come to the Church), And 

cp(cK t h l s w a s t t i e Bifhbp o f a.Scati that after was 
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Patriarchal: Such Bifhops we do not oppofe. v 

Sect. X V I I I . We find proof thar ordinarily 
Churches were firft planted in Cities {there be^ 
ing not then in the tillages Chriftians enough to 
make Churches : ) But we find no proof that 
when there are Chriftians enough to conftitute 
Churches, they may not be planted in Villages 
alfo: Nor yet that there may not be more 
Churches than one in the fame City ; For fo 
Grotim faith, There were even then when Chri-
ftians were comparatively but few, and that 
they were as the Jewifh Synagogues in this re-
lpe<ffc. And D r . Hamond -largely aflerteth that 
Peter had a Church of fews, and Paul another of 
Gentiles at Rome, and that fo it was in other 
Cities. • 

SeFK XIX. Much lefs is it by Divine Inftitu-
tion, that Bifliops, and their Churches or Seats, 
be only in fuch as we now call Cities, which by 
their priviledges are diftinct from other great 
Towns and Corporations, whenas the word 
U'ohis then fignified^a^rv^t Town or Corporation} 

fuch as our Market-Towns and Corporations 
now are. 

&&, XX. But it is the Law of God that all 
things about Churches and Church-affairs which 
lie hath left to humane prudence, mould be 
done according to fuch general Rules as he 
hath prefcribed for their regulation. 

SECT. 
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What Princes and Pafiors may\do\ in 
ifi5 e(iJ fuch matters. 

to ?\^J1' ""pHtefe forefaid General Laws of G o d , 
C [Wjl 1 do both give the Rulers their Power 
V* S f ° r determining things committed to them, and 

# $ a I ^ ° l i m i t t l i e ' l t i P o v v e r therein. 
I I . Thefe Genera! Laws are, that All 

% f f } l V t h i n g s b e d°ne to Edification (the circumftances 
%i^J firted to the End, the Glory of God, and the Y.<b-
i r t f 1 llcKGo°d>thc promoting of Truth and Godlinefis^ 

"ft i»i0 that all be done in Low, to the promoting o f 
f 0 Love and Vnity ; and that all be done in Order 

™& Decently, and as may avoid offence or fcan-
V ^ b f ^ / c o a l l » both thofe without, and thofe within. 
4* J GaL6. 15,16. Phit^ifM* i H ^ f> i 2 « 

V > £ ^ 4 * 1 6 , 19. 2 Cor. 12. 19. & 6 . 5. 
A / V I r * 7- i C « r . 8. 13. 
y r 3 t i I I I . Therefore no Rulers, Civil or Eccle-
9 J fiaftical, have their power to fcandalize and 
J dsftroy> but only to edfie, being the Minifters o f 

y % e i 3 % i o . 
p*" IV. The great Difpute is (handled excel

lently againft the Papifts for Kings by Bifhop 
Silfon of Chrift lan Obedience, Bifhop Andrews 
Tortura Torti, Bifhop Buckertdge, Spalatenjis, and 
many more ) whether the Kings of Chriftian 

A< Kingdoms have not the fame po wer about C<)urch-
mattvrs, as the Kings of IfiaeL and Jtiddb had 

C 2 {David, 
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{pavid, Solomon, Hez.ekiah^ fofiah, &C.) which 
cannot be anfwered by an only Tea or i \ fo/ ,with-
out a more particular confideration o f the com
pared Cafes. 

V. We fuppofe i t certain that Chriftian 
Kings have no lejfer power than the Kings o f I f -
rael, except i . What any fuch King had as a 
Prophet, or in peculiar, by an extraordinary 
grant. 2. And what alteration is made by alte
ration of Church-offices, Laws, and Worfhip,'whkh. 
may make a difference j o f which hereafter. 

V I . And 1. I t muft be remembred that 
God then referved the Legiflation to htmfelf, 
which he exercifed by Revelation, and by fpecial 
Prophets : And fo the Prophet Mofis delivered 
them that Law, which no King had power to 
abrogate, fufpend, or alter by adding or dimi-
mfhing, Deut. 12. 32. fofi 1. But they had a 
mandatory power, and o f making fomefubordi-
nate By-laws, as Cities and Corporations have 
f rom and under the King. 

V I I . 2. Yea great and fpecial Mandates 
were of t fent from God by Prophets, againft 
which the Kings of Ifirael had no power. 

V I I I . 3. The Executive or Judicial 
Power was divided: part was iri the Kings and 
Magiftrates; and part was in the Priejts and 
Levites, which the King could not ufurp him-
felf (as appeareth in 'VxAiahs offering Incenfe,) 
nor yet forbid the Priefts to ufe i t , according to 
God's Law 5 nor change or abrogate their U t -
fice. For he and they were fub;e£t to God s 
Laws. , 

IX. 4. God himfelf fettled the High 
'Priefthood on the line of Alar on, and all the Prtefi^ 



hood on the Tribe of Levi ; and i t was not in the 
* $W power o f the King to alter i t . 

$<U$ X. f . God ftated the High Priefthood 
hec0llC1 o n t h e P r i e f t s during life, Numb. 35. 25-, 28. f o f . 

20. 6,6Vc. which Law the Kings had no power 
.riftiJj' to violate. 
of// XL 6. There are more particular Laws 

$1 a s ! made by God for the duty o f the Priefts., de-
^fcribing their office and work, than for any o-

r*L$e *her particular cafe, as many hundred Texts 
c \\$ w i M tell us : And noneofthefe Laws might be 
H'tt. a ^ered, or fufpended by the Kings o f Ifraeii 

'M Nor thofe by which God ftated fome o f the Ju-
W\.J)\ dicial Power in the Congregation, Num. s f . 12 > 
0 to 26. 
W . . ^ X I I . 7.Solomons putting out jibiathar, and 
#%.f0 putting in %ado\y is not'contrary to any o f 

t m $ : For (fuppofing the words 1 King**, s f , 
3 t 0 b e not only a hiftory of the bare matter o f 

f t / f a f t , but a )uftification of it de jure.) 1. I t pofetb 
tr jjjvf Earned men to refolve how | g * $ £ a n d Abiathar 
o$ are oft faid to be both High Priefts before, and 

ifiti Zadoh^ ftill put before Abiathar. 2* I t is cer-
W' jjjtf tain that Zado^Md the right both o f 
r, 3» and efpecial Promifex Numb. 2$. i l , 3 2,1 J r 

, , s Chron. 6. 3 3 4 ,&c . And what Salomon did was 
apd t n a t the word of the Lord might be fulfilled. How 

; i i | s the poffeffion came into the hands o f the line 
/'rjjjjir of!thamars Expofitors cannot find :• I t is like i t 
jfp r£J was by occafion of the conMons of their o f t 
\$ fo Captivity and Anarchy in the interfpace o f the 
A. 0f' Judges. 5. Even the Priefts were the King's 
$Cro$ ^ U D/ c c^s, and might be punifhed for their crimes* 
to ̂  fo i t were according to Gods Laws. And i f 

^A ^biathar forfeited his life, he forfeited his O f -
(C /,/' & c e > Q ;"|? . B M v 



X I I I . 8. The Priefthood then depended 
not on the inftitution or wi l l of the K<ng or 
People: He might aot put out a lawful Prieft, 
that had not forfeited his Life or Office : He 
might not have put any one in his place that 
had not right from God, or that was unquali
fied : He might not have forbid the Priefts the 
work appointed them by God : But yet i f he 
had tnjufioufy depofed one Abiathar, and put in 
a Zado^ the lofs had been li t t le to the Church : 
But i f he had depofed fd great a number of the 
Priefts and Levites^s that a great part ofGod's 
commanded work muft needs thereby have 
been left undone, and Religion fo far deftroyed, 
or had as Jeroboam, put o f the bafeft of the 
people (or uncapable perfbnsj into the Prieft
hood, the lofs had been greater, and the thing 
unwarrantable, and fuch as he had not power 
from God to do. 

XIV. And the quality o f Mofes Law and 
its Workj, as different from the Laws of Chrift, 
and the Works thereof, muft be confidered, that 
we maydifcern the difference of the Cafe?. A 
man that did attempt to draw the people to 
Idolatry, was then to be put to death ; yea, the 
City to be deftroyed that concealed him, Deut. 
ch, 3 fo were they that blatphemed, and fuch 
as committed other heinous crimes againft Re
ligion j yea thofe that would not enter into, or 
renew their Covenant with God, were by Aja s 
command robe put to death : Bur Chrift wil l 
have mens Atheifm, Irreligioufnefs, Idolatry and 
Infidelity, cured by the Preaching of the Trut h, 
which therefore rtquireth that the Preachers 
for number and qualification be anfwerable to 

4 their 
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their work : efpecially feeing they are things fo 

rfPjrf mvfterious and fupernaturally revealed, which 
4f e0f men are to believe: And the works of Mofes s 

i Wk Law lay very much in ceremony and outward 
ful . # adions, which a man of mean qualifications 
# f ' ^ might eafily do : But the great work o f the 
f t j Gofpel is to brim Life and Immortality to light, 

and to Preach Chrift, by whom came Grace and 
F f*< Truth and more notably than the Law of Mofes 

did, to call men to Mortification, Self-denia , 
WA' Croft-bearing, contempt of the World, by Faith 

and Hope and Love of a better World and to 
M°r$ bring them to a heavenly mind and l i f e : And 
[ t of 0 . / mens falvation is laid on this. I f it were but to 
I f t f U offer Sacrifices, and do over the task at out-
'it^V ward Ceremonies, a Mafs-Priefts qualifications 
fit J' might ferve the tu rn : And i f it were but to put 
K ^ j n ! men to death that wi l l not be f ^ , and taKc 
ffl their Covenant, and that draw any from the r 

0 t P° Religion, neither fo many nor fo excellent M.m-
J fters were neceffary : But we are under a bet-. 

i f t J i ter Covenant, even a Law of Love which is 
o f ^ pji more eminently become the firft and lait, tne 
^ I great and new Commandment, and the regent 

i« Principle in Souls and Churches } and the num-
fY\\i ber and quality of the Preachers ot it mult be 
, anfwerable. . • 
• t f l / j XV. As Mofes was God's minifterial Law-

giver to the Israelites , and was faithful m 
JVini"1 \ all his truft 5 fo Chrift is the great Prophet Uk^ 
W*4 unto him, as typified by him, whom God hath 
V "J raifed up to his Church, whom they that hear 
* rift ^ not, (hall be cut off by God, and from that 
> r ? V Church as he hath appointed: The Legiflation 
uAtt Vniverfal is now the work, of Chrift by himfelf 
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and by the Holy Ghoft, which he promifed and 
gave for that ufe to his Apoftles, that they 
might infallibly underftand his wi l l , and remem
ber what he had commanded them to teach the 
world. 

X V I . Kings or Pafiors. may not now al
ter or fufpend any o f thefe Laws of Chrift, any 
more than the Jewifh Kings or Priefts might al
ter or fufpend the Laws of Mofes. 

X V I I . Chrift hath inftituted a Miniftry to s 

be for ever ftabliflied in the world, to Preach 
his Gofpel, to convert volunteers unto Faith 
and Holinefs, and to gather by Baptifm all Con-
fenters into his Covenant and Church, and to 
teach them all that he hath commanded them, 
And this none have power to overthrow. 

X V I I I . He hath ftated on the Paftors o f 
fuch Churches, the Power afore defcribed, of 
Teaching Alfemblies and particular perfons, o f 
leading them in publick Worfliip, and Sacra
ments, and o f judging by the power o f the 
Keys, whom to receive into their communion 
by Baptifm, and profeffion of Faith, and whom 
to admonifh, and for obftinate impenitence to 
reject: And this Inftitution none may alter, ̂  

XIX. He hath inftituted ordinary Aflem-
blies, and ' ftated particular Churches, as is 
a forefaid, for thele holy exercifes, and forbad all 
Chriftians to forfake them; and he and his A-
pollles have appointed and feparated the Lord s 
day hereunto. None therefore may abrogate or 
fufpend thefe Laws. All this is proved, Matth. 
28 19,20. & 16.19. & I 8 - 18,191. fob. 20. 23. 

'£u% 12. 37, 38. Mat.21.x6. & 22. 4. 5 &c. or 
24 .4^46 . Heb. 10.25,26* Acl.ll.26. 1 Cor.lh 

;• : ' : ' £pbe J„ 

\ 

http://Mat.21.x6
http://Acl.ll.26
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% ^ 4 - 4 - to 17. i Thef. 12, 13. Heb. \yK 

17, 24. Tit. 1. 5-, 6,6Vc. 1 Tim. 3. 14. 23. 
uitT.zo. 1 Cor. 16. 1, cVc. \ 

XX. Chrifts Laws empower and oblige 
the Biffiops or fenior Paftors to Ordain o-
thers for this Minifterial fervice o f the Church, 

$ and fo to propagate their order to the end o f 
^•fA the world : By which Ordination, j. They are 

i Judges of the perfons qualifications, whether he 
be fuch as Chrifts Laws admit into his Miniftry. 
2. And they folemnly invefl him in the office. But 
tr;e Power with which they minifterially inveft 
him (delivering him polfeffion as Chrift appoint-

fi . refulteth diretlly f rom the Law or Donation of 
jpt Chrifii As the power o f a Mayor from the 

Charter o f the King, and not f rom the Elector s 
or Inveflers. None therefore have power given 
them by Chrift, to hinder fuch Ordination ancj 
Propagation o f fuch a Minif try 3 -4tT. 14. 23. 
Tit. 1. 5. 

XXL So exceeding great are the bene
fits and priviledges of being members of Chrifl, 

^ k z n d his Church univerfal and particular, that no 
unwilling perfon is immediately capable of i t : 
Nor is it poffible ex natkra ret, for any (adult ) 
perfon that confinteth not to be a Chriitian, or a 
Member o f any particular Church. ' He cannot 

$ !< b e z j z f t Communicant againfi his will j nor pray 
and praifie God with the Church ; nor take a 
man for his Paftor, or ufe htm as a Paftor,againft 
his will: And God hath laid mens falvatton or, 
damnation on the choice or refiHal of their will?. 
Therefore no man can be the Bifhop or Paftor 
of a Church, either de jurey or truly defaflo, a-
gainft the Church or Peoples wi l l , or without 

Z .y.thcir 



their eonferit. And as the Nature o f the thing 
prove'h this, fodoth the facred Scripture, Atl. 
X4. 23. 6V 2. 37 38. rfoh. %; 7. Moit. 28: 19. 

And fo doth the judgment and practice of 
Chrift's Church, for many hundred yearsjwhich 
isfo fully proved by Blondell, de jure plebis,snd 
eonfefied by the Papifts themfelves, and fo ex-
prefs in all antiquity, that we need not add the 
proof. Therefore no power may change this 
Law of Nature, and of'Chrijl5 nor can they by 
any Law, Mindate, Choice, Ordination, In i t i a 
tion, Impoiirion, or other aft , make any man a' 
real Pajlor to that People that confsnt not to the 
relation. Nor are they any true particular 
Churches, where Paflor and People do not con
tent. No more than the relation o f Husband 
ar.d Wife, Mafter and Servant, Tutor and Scho
lar's> can be without confsnt\ 

X X I I . Chrift and his Spirit have com
manded his Miniflers to preach the Word, to be 
infant in fesfon and out of feafon; to reprove, re
buke and exhort, 2 Tim. 4. 1, 2. And having put 
their hand to Chrifi's Plough, not to look, back, 
and none harh power to ,alrer this Law ofChrift, 
or to fufpend it. His Minifters by his Authority 
preached againft the wil l of Princes for above 
three hundred years ; and fince then againft the 
wills of erroneous Princes who profelfed Ghn-
fttanity. 

X X I I I . I f Church Hiftory be not to be 
believed, the pleas thence ufed for Prelacy mult 
ceafe : i f it be to be believed,God hath wrought 
miracles to juftirle thofe that would not ceale 
Preaching, when Princes yea Chriftian-Princes, 
have forbidden them: 'And the Church hath 

honoured 



honoured their fidelity herein : The cafe o f A-
thanaftm, Bafil, Meletim, and abundance more, 
evince the later : And for the former, we wil l 
now inftante but in the cafe o f the Bifhops of 
Africa, whofe tongues were cut out by the 
King's command ; and they fpake freely by m i 
racle after they were cut out j as is tcftified by 

li'(oer tAlneas Gaz,en , and by Vitlor Vticenfis, who 
$ ^ » faw and fpake wi th , and heard the perfons when 

this miracle was wrought upon them and by 
°J"hef V1 Procopw. 
n ^ J r XXIV. I t wi l l be objected that Conftan-
>H; j ] l 3 n 3 tim, Valem, Genfencm, Hnnnericus,?kc. were 
^ ( 0 $ Arrians, and the later conquering Ufurpers. 

Anfw. i . Even Heathen Emperours and Kings 
are our Governours, though they want due ap
titude to their duty (as "alio do many wicked 
Chriftian-Princes :) And we owe them obedi
ence when their Laws or Mandates are not a-
gainft the Laws of God. We muft not fay as 
Bellarmwe, that Chriftians Jhould not tolerateftich 
Prices, and that the ancient Chriftians fupred 
for want of P'cwer to reftft. 2. Let the Empe
rours called Arrians be made no worfe than they 
were : Some were for Concord and Toleration 
of both Parties, and fo are more fufpeded than 
proved to be Arrians : And Arrians themfelves, 
(though unexcufabty erroneous; were not like 
the Socinians, that utterly deny Chrift's Deity : 
They fubjcnbed to all the Nicene Creed fave the 

V- the word [ouowos'] They would fay that Chrift 
lU$\$ Was [_Li(rht of Light, very God of very God, begot-

^0$$ ' t c n m t w^r ,&c.3They thought that as the Sun? 
v V f

 ce$ beams or Light are its immediate emanation, 
but not its fubftancefas commonly Philofophers 

fay 
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fay they are not, how true we fay not) Co Chrift 
was an immediate emanation from the Father, 
before and above Angels, by whom all things 
elte were made. And how dangeroufly Uh*ti% 

and moft o f the ancienteft Doctors before the 
Niane Council fpeak hereabout, and how cer
tainly Eufebitts and other great Bifhops were 
Arnans, and how lamentably the Council at A-
riminHm endeavoured an uniting Reconciliation, 
by laying by the word [ > o W ] And even old 
Ofius by their cruelty yielded to them j as Li-
beruu fubferibed to them, we need not fend any 
men to P bitoftorgius nor S&ndins for proof, i t 
being f 0 largely proved by D . Petavim 
de Tnnitate, who futfy citeth their dangerous 
words. 

And i f the heterodoxies o f the Prince mail 
be made the reafon of the Subjects difobepng 
him, in a matter lawful in it felf fas fome that 
we fpeak to now fuppofe) we mall hardly know 
vyhere to ftop, nor what bounds to fet the Sub
jects when they are made Judges o f the Princes 
Errours; and what examination o j cognifance of. 
i t , they muft have. 

3. Conjiantine that banifhed Athanafius (who 
kept in while he could againft the Emperours 
wi l l ) is not proved an Arrian : Nor Valentinian, 
who commanded Ambrofey(not to ceafe Preach
ing himfelf, nor to forfake his Church, nor to 
fubferibe to Arrianifm,but only) to tolerate the 
Arrians to meet in one fpare Church, which was 
in Millan, as an act o f moderation : But Am-
brofe refoJutely difobeyed the Emperour ( we 
juftifie not the manner) becaufe he thought that 
Cod's Law made it his office as Rifllop, fa to 
da , X 4 ^ 



4. And as to Genfericm and Hunmricus% 
Ufurpation, i t was then ordinary with theBi -
ftiops even of Rome, to fubmit to men that had 
no better title ; and alas, how few of many of 
the old Roman Emperours had any better (at 
leaft, at firft.) 

XXV. We doubt not at all but that 
Kings are the Governours o f Bifhops, and 
Churches, by coercive power, as truly as o f 
Phyficians, or other Profelfions: And though 
they have no Authority to abrogate or fufpend 
the Laws ofChrif t , yet they have a Power o f 
Legiflation, under Chrift, as Corporations for 
By-laws have under them : which power is on
ly about thofe things which God hath left to 
their determination; and not either abovetbrift, 

. againfi Chrift, or in coordination with Chrift, but 
F only in fuch Coordination to him, and to his 

jL^aws. 
XXVI . How far Rulers have power ( or 

*>ot) to command things indifferent, and how far 
things fcandalous and evil by accident, fome of 
us have opened already diftin&ly, and need not 
here repeat. 

X X V I I . And we have there fhewed, that 
as they may regulate Phyficians by General and 
Cautionary Laws, but not overthrow their Call
ing on that pretence, by prefcribing to the Phy-
fician all the Medicines which he (hall ufe, to 
this or that Patient, at this or that time, &C. fo 

i they may make fuch General and Cautionary 
Laws, circa facra, 1. As fhall drive Bifhops and 

• j f f Paftors on to do their certain duties : 2. And as 
mail duely reftrain them from fin and doing 
hur t : 3. And they may punifh them by the 

# l > fword 

. V 



fword or force for fuch crimes as deferve that 
pun.fhmcnt. And a King of England may de-
pole, or put to death a traiterous Bifhop Prieft 
Z ^ r m ^ S f u I , y a S S ^ * d c p o l & ^ " 

X X V I I I And as we have there faid we 
ftppofc that there a r e / ™ ™ ^ « , , / o f the 
Mmifters work, which i t belonged! to his 

Z V i l t ^ T ™ ° f> a n d d e p a r t of-hisi Afwfinal works: But there are X , , 
which ,c is meet fhould be umverfally determi
ned of, for the Concord of all the Churches in a 
Kmvacm. Thefe the Paftors and Churches by 
cmj**t may agree in without a Law, it Kings 
leave it to them.AndKing S(by the advife of fuch 
as beft underftand Church Cafes) may well by 
their own Laws make fuch determinations. As 
for-inftancein what Scrips reflations, what 
T crfions and Metres of Pfalms, the Churches 
ihall agree. Much more may they determine 
of the PubLc^Mamtenanse o f Minifters, and the 
Temples and fuch other extnnfick accidents. 

XXIX. Princes and Rulers may forbid 
Atheifts, Infidels, Hereticks and Malignant 
oppofers o f necelfary truth and godlynefs, and 
all that preach rebe'lion and fedition, tha tpro-
pagate fuch wicked Doctrine/ and may punifh 
them i f they do it. And may hinder the incorri
gible, and all'that provedly or'notorioufly are 
fuch whofe Preaching will do more hurt to men 
tha i good, from exercifing the Miniftry" or 
Preaching in their jurifiliction or Dominions: 
For fuch have not any power from Chrift fo 
to Preach, but ferve the Enemy of Chrift and 
man. 

Self, 



XXX. Princes and Rulers may For order 
J fake, diftribute their Cbriftian Kingdoms into 

„ J f f i J Parr/hesf which fhalJ be the ordinary bounds 
Pjfld o f particular Churches : And fuch diftribution is 
bfyfboh p very congruous to the Ends o f the Miniftry and 
j(fC$ Churches, aud conduceth to orderly fcttlemcnt 
' |H and peace : And experience hath f h e w d us that . 
htf * u c n Parifh Churches where ihe Paftors are 
if?*- }, ^aithfull *.nd fi t may live as Chriftians fhonld 

{°d> ^ ° t o t n e i r mutual! comfort in Piety, Love 
^ tf&M and Peace : And fuch Larijh-order we defire. 
[ c are'' j. XXXI . But no Rulers may hence conclude, 

i . that Lariftoes are difrributed by God imme
diately, or that he haih .commanded fuch a 
diftribution as a thing- o f abfoluie ncceffuy to a 
Church ; But the Genera?! Rules of order, and 
Edification do ordinarily in Chriftian Kingciomes 
require i t . 2 Nor may any make a Parfh, as 
fuch to be a Church -} and all to be Church 

0l>^$ members that are in the Parifh, as fuch : for 
Atheifts, Infidels,Hereticks,6V Impenitent Rebels 
may Jive in the Parifh; and many that conjent 
not to be members of that or any Church: 
And not only in worfe lands but in Ireland and 
in England} ( a s part of Lanes flare,) the far 
greateft part of the Parifhior.trs are Papifts., 
( w ho renounce the Proteftant Churches J in 
fbme places. 

. ' r fr X X X I L Neither dwelling in the Farifh, 
w*f$ n o r the Law of the Land, makes any Chriftian a 

member of that Parifh Church, without or be
fore his own conlent : Butprox mity is part o f 
his extrinfick aptitude ar.d the law of man or 
command of his Prince may make it his Mktjto 
cenfent, and thereby to become a member when 

greater 
it' 
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greater Reafons mollify not that obligation. 

XXXIIf . Parifh Bounds and fuch other hu
mane diftributions for conveniency, may be 
altered by men y and they bind not againft any 
o f Chnfts own Laws and predeterminations ; 
nor when any changes turn them againft the 

. good ends for which they are made; of which 
more afterward, "when we fpeak of fepara-
tion. r r J 

r X X X I I I I . And about thefe humane Church-
Laws the general Cafe muft be well confi-
dered, how far they are obligatory to con-
fcience, and in what cafes they ceafe to bind. 
Sayms, Fragofi and other the moft Learned and 
Moderate Cafuifts o f the Papifts, ordinarily 
conclude, that Humane Laws bind not, when 
they are not for the Common good. We had 
rather fay, that when they are .notarioufty againft 
the Laws of Chrift, or againft the Common good,or 
a-re made by ufurpation without authority thereto, 
they bind not to formal obedience in that particular% 
(though fometime other reafons, cfpecially the ho
nour of out Rulers, may bind us to material obe-
dience^ when the matter is indifferent j and 
though ftill out fubjedion and loyalty muft be 
maintained. But o f this before,and more largely 
by one of us, Chriftian direBory, Part.q. Chap. 3> 
lit. 3. Sec. The Council o f Toletum. 135? d c ~ 
creed that their decrees (hall bind noije ad cul-
vam but only ad pcenam fee Bin.Jnoc. 6th. 

Seel. XXXV. Kings and Magiftrates fhould 
fee that their Kingdoms be well provided of 
publick Preachers and Catechifts, to convert In
fidels and Impious men where there are fuch,and 
to prepare fuch for Baptifmc; and Church pn-

1 1 1 viledges 
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viledges and Communion, as are not vet Baptu 

t j i ^ j i j 2 c c ^ but are Catechumens: And they may by 
V° J d l i e m f 2 n s c o m n c J t I l c ignorant to/hear and 
- f j learn what 'Christianity i s , though nor to bc-
itfTtf Ccmr GhrLfiiaks (for that is hrjpofiihle) nor to 

$ Pf°Jefs that which L* not true, nor to iakk ChnrcL-
\4 1$ *ri?-lletigcs> to which they have no right, and o f 
',. of % w b i c h at prefent-rbcy; m'^apabie* But they 

may grant tliofe rewards and civil Priviledges 
> t 0 Chriftians and Churches for their encourage* 

m e n r * which they are not boun'd ro give to o-
3 ŷ ll V t l l c r s > and which may make a moving difference* 

without unrighteous'conftrainr. 
alC^V X X X V L t h r i f t and his Apoftles having (as is 
i V r i H a f b r e f a , f i ) Settled the Right b$®*din*tio» on the 

/ " V ?^ : c ?" P / z / ? o r * o r Bifliops, and the Right of Cen-
V f t m i n l m t h e People, (and this continued long 

' c v * n "nder Chriftian Emperours) Princes or Pa
trons may not deprive either party o f their 

( Right, but preferving loch Rights, they may 
r j *• ° f e r meet Paftors ro the Oraalntrs and Con-

/ W J*mers r o b e accepted, when there is juft caufe 
f i f i c ' o r . t l ^ l r " mterppfuion : 2. They may hinder 
V ^ u V r , d a ] n c r s a n d P^ple from introducing in -
UhW t . o l , c r a b l e I 7 1 e n : 3- They may, when a Peoples 
1 ^ elf J£mrAnce> F*ttton or mtfulaifi mafceth them 
\^%> r e t u f e a , i t h a t a r ? truly fit for them, urge them 
3 CW to acc ept the beft j and may pofTefs fueh o f the 
\mk . i c m P l c s » ^ndPublick Maintenance, and make 

/ ' ^ confequently to become the Peoples duty to 
Jypld ^ £ ^ a s i s a f c r c f a i d i alio when they are 

t ^ l ' v X X X V [ L Princes ought to-be Prefervers o f 
/ I V I f » d C h a r i t y a m o n S t h c Churches, and to 
,f iA f i> I reachers f rom unrighteous and uncha-
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ritable reriling each other, and their unpeace-
able controversies and contentions. 

XXXVII I . Chrift himfelf hath inftituted the 
mpnfmal Covenant to be the Title o fVihb le 
Members of his Church, and the Symbol by 
wfcteb they fhai][be notified : And he hath com-
Baajided aH die baptized as Chriftians, to Love 
**eh other as thcmfilves ; and though wea^ m 
tmjaith, to receive one another,. as Chrift re-
eenrtvw, butnot to doubt fid difputations; and 
tOUvastkcy have obtained to ivalh by the fame 
tm oltLove, and Peace, and not to defptfe or 
imp each other/br tolerable differences (much 
ieis to hate/revile, or deftroyeach other •) and 
\ nfimed good to the Holy Ghoft, and the Apoftles, 
10 no greater burden on the Churches, even o f 
tne Ceremonies which God had once command
ed, out Neceffary things, All. 15. a 8 . And thefe 
terms ^cf Church-Union and Concord which 
U i r i n hath made, no mortal man hath power 
to abrogate. All things therefore of in fe r io r 
nature^ though Verities and Good, muft be no 
otherwife vmpofed by Rulers, than as may 
Hand with thefe univerfal Laws of Chrift, which 
are the true way to prevent Church-Schifms. 

XXXIX. Princes by their Laws, or Pa
llors by confent where Princes leave i t to them, 
may fo affociate many particular Churches 
for orderly correfpondencie and concord, and 
appoint fuch times and places for Synods, and 
inch orders in them, as are agreable to Gods 
aforefaid generall Laws, of doing all in Love, to 
Ldihcation and in order; .And how far, i f Rulers 
should mjfs this general! Rule, they are vet to 
be obeyed, we have opened elkwlicre. 

X L . As 
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^ X L . As we have there alfo faid that Prin-

j,e!f • ces may make their own Officers to execute 
^ e i r Magiftratical Power e/ra* $ # 4 ( which, 

$JW v / e k n o w l e d g e in our Ring in Our Oath- o f 
S u P r cmacy -, ) and i f fuch be called, Eclefi-

lC Jd]C ' *$ical> a n d t h e i r Courts and Laws fo called 
bc to^j a ^ ° * that ambiguous name doth not intimate 

t l l t r m to be of the fame Jpecies as Chrifts 
Wr$ * o r d a i n c d Ecdefiaftical Minifters, or as his 
0 .pn Churches and Laws are j fo now we add that i f 
^ \ P\ ? r , n c e s m a l } authorize any particular Bifhops or 
\lj \ f i \ **aftors to exc'ercife any fuch vifiting, commenting, 
lO o r der ing , moderating, admon'rming, or governing 
^ f f i j f P 0 W e r a s l t helongeth to the Prince to give, not 
A / | c o n t r a r Y to Chrifts Laws, or the duties by him! 
ft \ f \ c °mmanded , and priviledges by him granted to 
(W'Jn, P a r t i c u l a r Churches, we judge that Subjeds 
•cCV'\ ftlou,dobcy all fuch, even for confcience fake : 
1 KM However, our confideration o f Chrifts decifion 

M\ ° ^ his difciples controverfie, who (houldbethe 
p™$i?e£tcft'**$ our. certain knowledge how ne* 
efi V i cc™rY* Love, and Lowtinefs, and how pernicious, 
p*.-fl wrath and Lordly-Pride are in thofe that muft 
flKfWi f l n f o u l s ^ Chrift, and imitate him in bearing 
'^W' u-n0t m a k m § ) l'ne croft, together with the fad 
v9$r hiftory o f the Churches diftraftions and corrup-
faat\n t l Q n M Clergy-Pride and ' Worldlinefs ( lam-
,'ltrH^]%mCd h y N a z ~ i a n z ~ c n s , Hilary PicJavus, 
' ti, H S o c r a t e s > Socmen, IJidore Pdnfiot, Bernard- and 
^ ar multitudes more, yea by fome Popes them-
; v ^ o ^ : l e , ^ s ; - thefe and other reafons we fay doe 
no*c4u U S w i m > t h a c t h c Clergy had never 
i u r f f i t ) ^ ^ e e n t r u f t e d with the fword , or any degree o f 

Kcl] wcing P ° w e r , or fccular pomp ; yet i f Prince* 
a H §,T ' ? * e r S f e * w e n i u f t obediently fubmitT 

p p, | to all their Officers; D z X L L It 



X U . . I t feemeth by the phrafe o f His 
Majefties. Declaration about Ecclefiaftical affairs 
1660, in which ( after, confutation with his 
Reverend Bifbops ) thePaftcral way of Perfiwa-
fwn3 reproofs and admonitions are granted to the 
Presbyters that a diftinftion is intended between 
thjs Fafioral and the Prelatical Government, 
AUG we mutt, with very great concern, profefs 
t hat 0 the Churches of the loweft fort (Parochial) 
be vut indeed made true Churches, fuch as Chrift 
by ms Apoftles tnftitutcd, and not only Parts of 
a Diocejan Church as if that were the loweft 
ra}\> A n - f 'fafi particular Churches have but 
P4ors fhat have the power of the Keys in thefe 
Churches, and all that the. fbripture maknh 
efintial to tie Ojftc.r which was then fit over 
every fuch particular Church 5 And if the Difch 
pUggj inifauted by Chrift himfelf, be but made 
poff'Ae and feaftble^ in fuch Paro'chiall Churches, 
yea if we that were truftcd hy our calling with 
tin myftcries , j Ged) may not be forced our jelves, 
to adminifter the Sacraments againft; our own 
knowledges? confidence s,andagainft our confidences 
and knowledge cf mens c fee to pronounce men 
ir.bfiolved}OT excommunicate upon other mens decrees, 
or to pronounce the 1:01 orioufiy wicktdto be faved, 
and to deny worthy Chr:ftians the feal. cf thrifts 
Covenant, nor their infants their v/ftble. Chri-

fiuviity by baptifm j we Jay, might we but have this 
xcvch} we fhould be fo far from uftng the Contr over fie 
about the Divine Right of Epifcopacy as a diftinVt 
Order from Presbyters, to any-fichifm, or injury to 
the Church, that we fl'Oytld thanlzfully contribute 
o f bfix endeavours to the concord^ fifetyspeace and 
prosperity thereof And might we but alfio be freed 


