B ppeee
. Brewiaro cap. 12 [chilma factim eft inter eos
b qualé antea nunguam contigerat. < Egypti, Thaces
¢+ Palefting Epszpi Diofcorsims  [equebantur,
! Ovicntales, Ponricis &' Afians Santta Memori&
Flavianum - Raod Schifma Permanfit #[gqne  ad
| obitim Theodofii Principis. ‘But when Martian
h! Was made Emperour, all was undon again : that
. went for Herefie, which before went for the
right belief, Diofcorss- was banifhed, Prorerins
was chofen; and how chofen: faith Liberatus

W c. 14, #t Cum gmninm civipm? voluntate eligerint
Wl ovdinandurz  Epifcopum, [acris ob hoc liseris pre=

' cedentibus, ad Theodorum turc Augnftalem collecls
b funt ergo Nobiles Civitatis, nt enm Gt effer vita
- & [etmone Pontificatn dignus, eligevint > Hoc enins
& Imperialibus [anthionibus jubevarur, N. B. Yet
all this quieted not the people becaufe p;ofcc—
ras was fill by the moft taken for their true
Bithop ; fo that Prozerins was fain to live under
the guard of Souldiers among them @ Timothy
oElurus, and Perer Moggus keeping feparate
Congregations, would not communicate witi
Proterius 5 and no fooner did they hear of A7ar-
tians dedth, but the people in tumult murdered
Proterins in the Church, mangled him, caft ‘our,
and burnt his carcafs; and fcattered his athes in
the wind, and made Timothy < Einras their Bi-
fhop : And thenceforward Alexandria had two
Bithops : And both fides petitioning the neéw
Emperour Leo to-be for them, he command-
ed ( upon examination ) his General to caft out
Tumethy, & alinm decreto populi qui Synodum
Calced. vindicaret, inthronizare, This Stila the
Captain performeth, and another Timorly Salo-
phacielns is chofen s But when after Leo's death
Bafi-

ikl
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Bafilifens ufurped the Empire againft Zeno; this
Timoshby is caft out again, and the other reftored;
and other Bifhops changed.accordingly in oppo-
fition to the Council of Calcedon. And no {ooner
Was Zeno reftored, but all was returned back

again, and eflury, poifoned himfelf to efcape

worfe : Yet did his Party make Porer Moggus
their Bithop; and. the Emperour commanded
Anthimins to caft him out, and. fet up Timorl
Saloph. again : Bat while the Emperours chofe
wio thould have the Publick -Authority, and
Temples, they left the people to joyn in the
choice, and the Diffenters kept up, their own
Bifhops and Schifin, * And thus the matter went
onuncured :  And very ordinarily it was the
Puleheria’s, Theodora’s, Eudoexia’s;and {uch other
women, the Emprefles, that by Hiftorians are
faid to difpofe of thefe matters, and make fuck
Patriarchs and Bithops :  And thef® courfes. ftilt
increafed Schifms : OF the Foannirés at Conftan~
tinople we fpake before. What a  calamitous
Schifin was that at 4lexandria between the Par-
ty that beld Chrifi’s body incorruptible, called
by the other the Phantafiafte , and thofe that
held it corruptible called the corrapticole,. one
part taling Gaiains for the Bifhop,and the other

Theoaofius; and. the fecular power, fetting up

one, the Soldiers and the city fought it out.
aburdance on both fides being flain, and yet
the Soidiers had the worft, and Theophslus was
forced away, _ :

In faftinians time when Panlus an Orthodox
fmn was made Patriarch, he could not hold
his feat without fach plots, 2s occafioned Rhbodo

the dugaftalis to murder Pfoirs the Df;a;(::?{
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which coft Rhodo and Arfenins their lives, and
Panlus his contemptuous depofition, by the

the hiftory of other great Churches, efpecially
Rome, Conftantinople, Antioch, Ephefus,Cefared,
alas how fadly would it fhew that neicher

end fuch Schifines, but ihcreafe them, where

y defirable prey : But where they were fmall and
. poorj, there was far greacer peace and quiet-

choice, and every where their  confent was
Judged neceflary ; the proofs of which might
fllf,& Volume. = See in Synodo Romsano quarto [nb
Symmacko ( in Binnio Vol. 2. P.,z"SS.) ¢re. the
claim of Odoacer that no Bithop of Rome
thould be made without the confent of the King
of /taly 5 And the Biltiops fpeeches againft it.
Evenin the daies of Gregor. . Rom. You may
fee how things went, by the conftant tradition
of the Church ; "Epiff. 22. ( in Bin. Vol, 2. p.
759. vecitar ) [ natalzm Salonitane Ecclefie ﬁ’z~
W trem @& cocpifiopum noftrum obiffe difcarrens i

partibus iftis famavnlgavir: Quod fi verum cff

admonere festinet, quarenus 10 confenfie ad ordi~

in perfonam que [nerit eleéta decreto, ad nos tranf-
wmsttere fFudebis, st cum noStro confenfis fiont prif-
¢is fuit remporibus ordinctnr. lilud pra omnibis
; tibs Cure fir utin hac electione nec datio quibufqne

modis interveniat premiorum, nec quarzmlibet

Emperours juftice.  Should we but run over
Emperours nor fynods affuming the power did
the Bithopricks were {o great as to feema very

nefs, though the people commonly had. their

experientia tua omni inftantia omniqne folicitndi= -

o ze CLERUM & 'POPULUM ¢jufden Civitatis

| nandum [ibi debeant eligere Sacerdotem 5 faftoque

0 peifonarums patrocinia -convalefcant 5 nam fi quo-
. o randan
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wndam patiosinio fucrit quifquam Eletins, Vo~
luntatibns coram cam fuerir ordinatus obedire, re-
werentia exigente compellitur---Talem ergo t¢ ad=
monente perfonam debent eligere, que nullins in-
congrne voluntati. drferviat, fed vita & moribis
decorata, ranto ordine digna valeat snvenivi. And’
at the Council Parif 3. in the daies of Pope
7o0n 3. and K. Childebere, when Kings were for-
bidden to make Bithops, it was ordained Cai. 8.
that [ Nudlus civibns invitis ordinctnr Epifcopus 5
nifi quem Populy & Elericornm eleltio pleniffind
Ljﬁl‘..’fl‘e?l’t. Volunrate, won principis smperio, And
the Bithops are forbidden to receive him Into
their number who is made by Kings.
At the.Council of Calcedon, At T2, it'was
determined, that neicher of the two Bithops of
Ephefiis, Baffianits,or Stephanus could be Bifhops,
becaule not duly cleced, buta third to be cho-
fen.  See alfo for the peoples unanimous Ele-
¢tion of their Bithvp Greg. 1. Epift. 65 in Bin.
Vol 2, p. 8go0. g
We ‘need not bid the Learned enquire whe-
ther Gregmy Waocef. Bafil, Ambrofe, Martin,
Damafrs, (and {6 of the reft) ordinarily were
Bithops without the confent of the people over
whom ' they were placed: And thovgh fome-
times the peaples choice have ‘(many hundred
years only after Clirifts time,but not in the Priv
Iitive Church) been refirained, {0 was not their
confenting voice denied. ' o
L hive tranflaced and adjovhed the Epiftle of
Cjprian and an Africane Council with him
(vwhere were then the beft ordered Churches in_
the World; as farr ac I can learn yin which they

countel thic” Cliurches of Bafilides and :/_Mﬂﬂ:g
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to forfake them becaul® they were Libellatiks
Jin perfecution, proving from Seripture that
uncapable porfons cannot be Paftors, and that fuch
fcandalous finners and bad men were uncapable
perfons ( forma non recipitar in wiateriant
indifpofitam; ) charging it upon their confCiences
as from Gods word; (hewing them chat els they.
will be Guilty of their fins becaufe the chief
power is in the people both of chafing the
‘worchy, and forfaking the unworthy. And yet
thefe two Bifhops lived beyond the Seas in
another Country, and the Bifhopsof their own

Country and the Bifhop of Rome had” deale

“more gently with them, and adjudged Commiu-
nionto them. And the 4fricans pretended to
no authority over them, but by Counfell rold
them of Gods own Law, which no man had
power to invalidate, They charge the peaple
as heinous finners if they forike not a wicked
unmectBithop or Paftor.what Libellaticks were I
fuppoled the reader-to know(wviz fuch as to fave
their lives in perfecution, had permicted another
to put their namés by {ubfcription to a falfe pro-

feffion that favoured idolatry or infidelity. )
Obj. 1. But Cyprian ‘and the Ajfrican Cozneils
were miftaken in the point of Rebaptizing thefz
baprized by Heretickss and [o they wsight be here; )
" dyf. 1. The Council of NVice decreed the
tebaptizing of thofé that were baptized by
fome Herericks, though not by all : ‘And if the
Africans did not confine the word ro fuch, they
erred only in not fufficiently diftinguifhing of
Herericks. 3. If we are excufed from receiving’
the teftimony of fuch Fathersand Councils as
bad any Errour; or as greatan Errour as that,
E2 : Loyea

o




"ot much more. ) And the peoples. power of
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you mey fee what will follow. 3. We do not
cite Cyprian and the African Council ag infallible, -
novr as ha‘vmg: more (}oyerning pov{ref- oVér us
than the prefent Rulers, but as being o #s (1
fay to #5 ). oFmore credit and authority in telling
us; what is jure divino than thofe YBifhops or
others that now condemn us as Schifmaticks, -

iy IC ypiean and the African Councill were not
forbidden for this judgment of theirs to Preach
Chrifts Gofpel, nor caft out of the Churches,
nor fent to Goals, nor called and ufed as Rogues.

* and Schifindricks,and farr worfe then drunkards;’
adulterers, vea or. the atheifts and infidels
‘among us, (Nor were the people that obeyed
their Couugill {o ufed. ) But the names of thefe
holy men are venerable to this day.
Obj: 2. There werz then na Chriftian Mag;ﬁ-
rates, and therefore the peaples power maft be ufed
intheir [fead. : ot
_4af; Church power was the {ame before and
after: The Lawes of Chrift concerning iraltered
not. The Paftors were thenthe Guides of the
people by divine right : And the power of the .
Keves was ro lefs forcible or effectual as ufed
by the Bifhops aind Presbyters, than when the
power of the fword was added to them (if

/

choofing -and refefing Bifhops continued rr.fans'v
Hindred years after Magiftrates were Chriftians,
corfirmed even by Popes and Councills.
©bi 3. This wosuld caft all into confufion, ﬂﬂd
“there wosld be no Church Governments f’-’f
' peoply be fudges when a /l/limﬁfer 15 bad, a;zdfhe:;
“may fuli him down or forfake bim, and chesfe aisd%
At s i s e AL T
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“Anfw: This is after further anfwerd. I now
only fay 1, The people ‘may not tonch his-
Perfon, by violence, nor deprive him of his
benefice or temple, nor yer degrade him : As .
they thar change their Phyfician or Lawiver
~do no fuch thing, but fimply choofe one that
they can truft. No man will winmoreby my
falvation than I fhall, nor would fuffer more than
Ibyitif I were damned: Who is more than I
concerned what becometh of my foul  Am Inot
to have more care of it thanof my eftate or
health of body? Who can ealily believe thofe
- men that fend us to goales and ruin us for
- trufting our foules with fuch Guidesas to tlie
beft of our underftandings we think meetelt,
or atleaft for avoiding fuch as we cannot {o farr
truft, and then tell us that they do it becaufe
they love our fouls better than we love our
felves, and therefore will not truft them toour |
choice. 2. whar confufion doth it canfe thgt
€very man now choofeth his owne Tutor 11
. Philofophy, his own mafter, his own Lawyer
and phyfician, and every woman at age her own
~ husband.: : ! Vi
3. Doth not the Church of England( asis

. faid ) allow every man his choice, when no man

is forbidden to forfake any Bifhop or Paftor and
choofe another by removing his habitation
when he pleafes 2 So that all this isbur anout
Parifh bounds, whichis confcfied to be of ho-
mane alcerable conftitution. And how ordinarily
do many Gentlemen of the Church of Euglana °
go from their own Parifbes in London? 4. You
may {ee by Philip Nyes printed papers, and Mr.
Zombs his, that even thofe called Independents
; 3 and




a5 if it muft bring in all confufion. If Ufurpers .

. 1y. They have no right to erre, nor to alter the

{o much as whom they muft obey, Is there any

[/0] e

and, fome Anzbaptifts are for hearing fuch Patifh-
Teachers as their Rulers fhall appoint, fo they
may but commit the Paftoral care of their fouls
10 fuch as they can better truft, and have Sacra-
ments and {pecial Church Commumon free.
5 what great’ confufion doth it breed in
Lam’aﬂ that the French and Dutch Churches
thus differ from the reft,. and have their proper
modes and Government 2 Yea or that the
Nonconformifts by the favour of his Ma)emes :
Licenfes had their choice and feveral Imeetings.
Let not envy and animofity feign greater con-
fufion than there is, and the matter will appear
much otherwife than it is reprefented,even that
the difcords and confufions were incomparably
lefs ( on that occafon) than they were under
the Bithops in the better times of the Churches,
cven from u. 400 to oo, of w hich more in
due place.
- 6. They that will condemn all that hath in-
conveniences, fthall condemn all things in this
world: But the Greateit muft be noted and
avoided firft. Shall the people have aay judg-
a“c’ntcf difcerning or not? I y 1, the bounds
of it muft be {h:vved and not the thing deoy ‘ed

clam the C“owq the Subjetts muft judge which
is their troe King,and mufr defend hisr .’Ti\t Will
yeu fay, 1f the people be Judges, | they may fet
vp Hiurpers, and ;utdown the King ? They are
,,ut'd'fccrners of that/which is be fore their du-

faw or rxght - But ifit be otherwife, they are
t0 be ruled as brutes : And {0 uft nor judge’

Chyiftian
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Chriftian that dare fay, that Bifhops or Princes
are in all things to be obeyed, left the people
be made 'Judges 2 And fo that under Heathen,
Mahometan, Papift, Heretical Rulers, they muf
be all of their Religion, as to the external pro-
feifing and practifing partz None dare for fhame
fay (o, fave an Infidel. Is not this a greater con-
fufion or michief than that which is now difpu-
ted againft: Therefore the bounds muft be fet
on both fides, which are not difiicult to difcern:
As the people have property in theit limbs,chil-
dren and liberties, and acquificions antecedently
to humane Government,which is to order thefe,
and not to deftroy them ; fo have all men grea-

| ter intereft in the fafety of their own fouls,

which no man can take from them; no nor is it
in their juft power to put it into the hands of
others from themfelves. If Herericks, blind
guides, or faithlefs men, or infufficient, be made
Paftors of the Flocks, andall men commanded
to hear no better, nor troft the Paftoral Gon-
duct of their fouls into any wifer or fafer hands,
Saran will be more gratified by ir, than by the
diforder of the peoples chufing their own fpiri-
toal Councillors, Tutors and. Phyficians, And
when Church-communion is due to none but.
voluntary accepters, men-fhould not be ufed fo
as to take it fill againft their wills, and to be as
it were crammed and drencht with facred My-
fteries, & driven to take them againft their con-~
fciences and wills from fuch as they think they
cannot communicate with, without heing gailey
~of'their fin : When fome Councils have owned
Pope Nichalas’s decree, that no man ought to
hear the Mafs from a fornicating Pricft ; much

F 4 lefs
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Jefs from men that are far more liable to excep-
tions, ‘ :

To this I may add; that as in divers cafes the
Canons and Decrees forbad hearing fome Priefts,
~and allowed feveral Churches in the fame

ground, {o they feem to give that Paftor a right
to the Conduct of the People,who was the chief
Converter of them from Infidelity or ‘Herefie :
And hence was the Popes Controverfie with the
Greeks about the Bulgarians, ‘and his claim to
the Church of England, and many others, becaufe
he faid his Miffionaries converted them. I fhall
fpecially note here, that the old Canons fent by
Adrian to Carolss May. recited by Canifins and
Binins, (ay, [ That no one winft pray with Here-
¢ ficks or Schifmaticks } and {o not with Papift-
< Bifhops that are the greareft Schifmaricks by
“dividing Impofitions [ Thar if d'B;[/sop_ﬁx
¢ months afrer admonition of otber Biflops reglett
€ to make Catholicks of the people *( mulitudes
< then being Heathens and Hereticks) ‘belonging
“ 10 his feat, any other [hall obtain them that fball
€ deliver them from their Herefse.]Yet the Bifhop
is not depofed; but anorher Biihdp and Church
of the new Converts fet up in bis Precinéts, and
fo a Charch gathered in ‘the Precinéts of ano-
ther Church and Bifhop. And {5 Gregory Na-
Zianzen did long preach as their Paftor in a
fmall Church in Conffantincple, before he had
pofleffion of the Cathedral ; the peoyle claiming
him for their profiting by his reaching ; and
Theodsfir+ gave him the Cathedral as merited by -
his fuccefs. And in the faid old Canons, . 19.
its faid, that Divecfes (which then were every
Corporation and the Suburbs or Villages)which ;
: » : 5 wans,
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. want Bifbops receive none without the confent of
J* ¢ the Biflop who bitherto held them (o be it ) not
~ “prowdly: For if he over-hold them, affetling to
f < it over the people, and difpifing his fellow~
| < Bifbops, heis not only to be driven from the re-
€ < tained Diocefe, bnt alfo from his own Church.
 And ex Con. Sard. 2. [ A Biftop thar by ambi-
k { ¢ tion changeth ks fear (which was then for-
silbfe’ < bidden by theCanong )bl not have(fo muchas) -
Wt < Lay-commpnion, (00 not)ar the end (his deatb.)
. Even old Clemens Rumanns, ad Corinth. tells
- them that they ought not to caft out thefe Mi-
nifters that live unblameably, baving ‘been
- Conftituted by the Apoftles or deinceps ab aliis
 viris celebribns, Cum Confenfu Univerfa Ecclefic.
#¢  Butl find the Roman and Tyrannical fpiric.
o much infifting vppen this, that the Chriftian °
if Religion was but'in the fhell or Embryo in the
% i Apoftles dayes; and under Chriftian Emperours
1 is grown up to the maturity of Papacie, riches,
gilos pomp, and grandeur, and that grear power
- which the Chriftian Emperours gave the Patri-
4 archs and prelates of their times. But this Hy-
o pothefis muft be better proved before we can re-
P} ceive it : We confefs that for extent and number
aﬂﬂ the Church was there in its minority : Butific
i ,:aaﬁg_f was {o as to infallibility of doctrine & perfection
';,J”.ﬂl’fé. of Laws, and exemplary lives, then the Pope Is-
?ﬂ ! 2 better than Chrift and his Apoftles and thei
f 1 contemptible Decretals and firebrand Councills
¢ I€ jg. arc bereer than the facred feriptures, and their
o degenerdite Clergie and people better than the
¢ ancient holy peaceable Chriftians,& their bleod-
. thedders betrer than the Martyrs,and the Csofs-
ngkers better than the Crofs-bearers ; which
: are
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are things that thelworldly {ore may believe more
eafily than mortified and heavenly Chriftians
One teftimony more we will adq for the
antiquity, and the eftimation of many rhat are
againft ws. And thatis the Apoftolicall confti-
tutions, Lib, 8, Cap. 4. de ordinationibus, (having
faid before cap. 2, thar Epifcopns igiorantia ant
malo animo oppletns, Epifcopns non eft, fed falfus.
.EP’ﬁ’OPm,mn @ Do fed ab homsinibus promaotus, )
“they here fay thaca Bithop muft be one that
[ a cuncto popilo ex optimis quibnfgue elefus cff.
%o nominato & pl;zcente, paprlus in puam Con-
gregatus (nota thoufand Churches but one ) #na
cum Presbyteris, atque  Epifcopis prafentibus Die
- Dominico confentiar, 245 wvero inter: relignos
princeps Epifcopus eft, " peroonterur Presbyteros
G populuws an ipf: fir guens preeffe petant 2 ¢ illis
annentibns vurfus percontetur ay tribuni ei. om-
nes teffimonium quod dignus fit  hoc magho &
illuftri munere prefidends? _An que ad pictatens
erga Deum  pertincut vetle peregerit 2 Adn J#t4;
adverfies homines fervaris 2 _An dowmun [itans ref-
gue domefticas vefle adminiftraverit, & an vita
¢z peromiia honefle & landate alla fucrss 2 cum
vero Omies [imnl, non [rcundpm opinioneir pira=
judicatam, [ed [ccundyns veritatem - teftificats
frerint, talem effe eam, tanguam in confﬂe&%
g#dicis Dei & Chrifli, profeute etiam Spirits
Santto, atque omnibus fanitis & adminift Vaeoris
Jpiritibasyrarius rertio interrogentyutim it Aignis
Minifterio, ut in ore duorum vel trmm_ﬂet emne
verbum s Ec cum tertiy anuuerint, et d_‘g”.”m offe
affenfi fuerint, petatur sb omnibus wr ]Imbé’ﬂ”"
Jignum. affenfis . Et Libenser. prabentes audiantsr]
We urge not this asof Apoftolicall au:horﬁ’;
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but as of grear antiquity, and agreeing With

g% the primitive practife. This courfe much diffe-

reth from the ordaining of a Bifhop atan hun-

; dred miles diftance from his Church; Yea
§#§ ordaining him, notinortoa particular Church,
) but to many hundred Churches when the peo-
¥y ple neither know him nor are prefent, and yet
#40 the queftion’s askt as if they were, And as the
P people had evera chufing or a free confenting

Voice, fo they oft received Bifhops and Presby-

% ters who were ordained by fuch as were out- -
' cafts, Nonconformifts, and banifbed both by

Emperours and Synods ; as in many more inftan-
ces might be proved : Asal{o that they adhered
to the Paftors fo chofen, notwithftanding their
ejections by the Imperial Power ; yea and by
fuch Councils as they thought to be unjuft 5 as,
the fad divifions by the difplacings, reftorings,
and changes of Bifhops by the Councils of Con-
Jtantinople, 1. Ep»’aefﬂi, 5. & Calcedon, and by the
Emperours in thofe times, ‘do fully prove, the
peaple following fome one, and fome another ;
though fear oft prevailed for conformity with

the greater part. (And no wonder when {o ma-

ny Bifhops at the Council of Calcedon profefled
that for fear they had judged againft Flavianss
for Eutickus againft their confciences, and even
old Ofius, and many more at Ariminam did the
like ; and when the powers c_hang’cd,crycd,Om—-\

nes peccavimns 5 and when under Theodofins 2d. .

. 2
fo many went one way, who under Aartian

went another way, even in point of Herefie,
When Af4via the Saracen Queen chefe MMo-
fes a Monk to be her Bifhop, as the condition of
her peace with the Roman Empire, Mofes would
b o aidi et o

el o




2 O
flot be ordained by Lueins; not becanfe he was
an Ar7ian, but becaufe he was a perfecutor, and
hartful to other men for Religion, and fo he
would be ordained Prieft by fome that were
banifhed to a certain Mountain, Socr. L 4. ¢c. 29°
When the Emperour was gone from _Antioch
(where in perfon he went to difperfe their -
cetings, and yer they held on) the people
thruft out Zueins whom he had fet up, and fet
up Peter again whom the Emperour had banifh-
ed. 'But fuch inftances are too many to be re-
cited. . Yea under Orthodox Princes, the people
would cleave to their injured Paftors, though .
againft the Emperours will, 4s they of Millane
did t0 Ambrofe ; and the foannites to Chryfoftom,
who even long after his death feparated from
rthe Bifhop, and kepe up their feparare Meetings
againft the will of Prince and Prelates, till mil-
~der Bithops inftead of perfecuting them, reftored
Chryfoffor’s bones and name to honour, and re-
conciled them. It will ftill be objected, as be-
fore, that moft of thefe inftances were but the
peoples rejeion of Arrians: But again, we an-
fwer 17 In other inftances, they ufually chofe
their ‘Paftors, and cleaved to them, though
prohibited. 2. Thefe Arrians were fuch as fub-
fcribed the Ariminum Creed, which was {0 am-
biguoufly compiled, that abundance thac re-
nounced Arins, did. 'think that for sbedience and
peace they might put a fair. fenfe on the words,
and {0 fubferibe chem: And we meet with per-
{ons in our times, that think words impoféed on
them By Superiours, may and ~muft endure
, ﬁretclbing to a {enfe as far from their ufual accep-
ation, as the forefaid words were firecched lk)ly
X ! the
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the Ariminwm Subfcribers, 3. They that never
. accufed and convited the refufed Bifhops
4 of Arrianifn, yet adhered to their former
}&i\f { Bilhops. 4. It feemeth then that the people
,agds‘hc' are left Judges (as to the guiding of their own
rhd{ozi‘ practice) what Bithops to refufe as heterodox,
ah“"’«' . and whom to own as Orthodox. .
: 'frg’?j And indeed the faying of Cyprian is well
3 T, known, that' [The people have the greareft power
f th‘c both to chufe a worthy Prieft, and 1o refufe or for-
@kf‘)’;"t ﬁ;kg the p;nwartb].]
‘F "~ 6. All Proteftants believe that it is no Schifin
‘“?)%“h-, in France, or other Papift Countries, to chufe
1y I{\t \Paftors,and meet for the Worfhip of God,though
y& OY-i forbidden by the Civil and Ecclefiaftick Go-

I vernors of the place, ~ , o
;f";. W Obj. That is becanfe that the Princes are Papiffs.
g 'M Anf. A Papift King is to be obeyed in law=

[gz(f"; ful things': what Proteftant denieth that?

IT’MCcU“*ﬁ,  Obj. Bur it is becanfe' that the Churches and.
¢ du'ﬂ?g Waorfhip in thofe Conntries is [#ch as it is #ot law-
(S ‘6@? Jul to be prefent at. :

@l s, 1. This Objection granteth, that when
s 5% the commanded Aflemblies or Worfhip are fuch
60 as it is not lawful to be prefent ar; 1. The people
el ﬂc‘% are difcerning Judges; 2. And may lawfully meet
il 0% elfewhere under Paftors of their own choice.
(uﬁ“ythov ‘2 Butlet theQueftioni be (not whether we may
0. asfﬁ dé be prefent in rheir Churches, but) whether we
:ﬁ:‘h ooy 12y {et up other Churches, when we are neceﬁ'a—-
lv«ashit‘ rily kept from thofe eftablifbed by Publick
2 Uy Power: and ic will go far. Er
phla® 7. When the Form of Worfbip and Concord
B;b‘.‘bpcg «called the Zurerim, was by Charles the gth. im-
o ‘;'O(zdf‘ pofed on the German Proteftants, (being drawn
R | . up
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up by Fulius Pflag, Sidouirs, and Iflebins Agri-
cola, men pretending to moderation, as not im-

pofing the Mafs, &c. the Proteftancs judged it

fawful to gather Affemblies, and keep up
Churches contrary to fuch an Edi& of the Em-
perour : One half of them held on their former
way, till banifhment or other violefice hindred
them. Adelancthon and the others that thoughe
the things commanded not utterly unlawful,con-
formed only to prevent the utrer defolation of
the Churches ;5 but not in confcionable obedi-
ence to the Emperours Edi&, as if it had been

- any Schifin to do otherwife if they could have

been endured @ As may be {een in Melanithor’s
own words in his Epiftles, and elfewhere.

8. The moft of Proteftants at this day hold;
that it is no Schifmm to keep up Churchesof their

- feveral Parties, againft their Princes will and

prohibition.  Thofe called Arminians in Belgie
fo think,  Epifcopins wriceth at large, that if
Minifters be forbid to Preach, and People tO
Affemble (in their cafe) they muft go on,though
they fuffer death for it (faving that prudence
may direét them fometime to avoid a prefent
ftorm; ). The Churches under the Duke of Bran-
denburgh are generally contrary to his ‘judgment
inReligion: And fhould the Princes of Saxon)s
Brunfwick, Haffis,&c. or the Kings of Sweden, g{
Denmark turn Calvinifts, their Clergy w011.]dA{§
far from thinking it their dutv to ceafe tl:c‘ll' At
femblies of the Latheran Profeflion and W fﬂfhlpﬁ
 Bifhop Andrews is fo far from tying a

Minifters to the Kings will, that he faith [ 22
bibear Keger‘n Diaconus, [i crm indignas [t 1494

Palam conftet; accedas tamsin ad S ﬂc_mmmt”’;’-e]
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1, e. Let( even) a Deacon reffrainthe King, if

be openly manifeft, ;
<« Bithop Biifon of fubjection p. 399, faith,
[ The Election of Bifloops inthofe dases belonged
10 the people and not to the Prince:and though
“Valens by plain force placed Lucins there, yet
“anight the people  Lawfully reject bim as no Bi=

 Mark that he layeth it not on his Error,but on
his eisrrance without the peoples Elettion,and that
they might reject him as zo Biybop. . We lee

as were the moft Learned and zealous defenders
of Epifeopacy and loyalty. ik

The fame Bifhop #bid.p.2 36. Saith more plain-
ly, « [ Princes have no right to call or confirni
¢ Preachers, but to receive [wch as be fent of God
““-and give them Liberty for their Preaching and
“ fecuyity for their perfons : and if Princes ref ufe fo

“<t0 do, Gods labourers mnft-go forward with that
" ““which is commanded them from Heaven 5 Nor
““by difturbing Princes from their Thrones, ror
“Cinvading their  Realms as yowr father doth,
 and dcfendeth he may do ;5 but by mildly fubmit-
¢ ting themfelves to the powers: on Earth and
< meekly [nffering’ for the defence of the truth, what
¢ they foall snflict. ] This is the fumm of alf thac
“we here intend. fopag. 313. he faith [ we
¢ grant that they wrft vather bazardthesr lives
“ than baprize Priuces which beleive not, or
¢ diftribute the Lovds myfteries to them thar
““ vepenr not, but give willful and open fignific ation

¢ Tells us thac Aelitns Bithop of London ( with

“Jufn)

he come to the Sacrament being anworthy,and that,

€ Jrop and cleave to Peter their right Pafter.] -

here the full concurrence of fuch Englifh Bifhops .

““ of émpiery,¢rc.q  So Beda Hiff: Ecolyl. 2. ¢, §,

Al
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¢ Jaftus) was banifhed by the heirs of King
 Sabbarerh; becaufe he would not give them
< the Sacrament of the LordsSupper,which they

« would have had before they were baptized.
Yer all this is no juftification of canfelefs dif
obedience to Magiftrates that circumftantiate
facred things according to their Office ; nor will
it juftifie any Schifimatical focieties:Pefpe hibenr
favas, & Marcionite Ecclefias faith Tertnllian.
XLIV. 12. If any perfons fhall pretend to
have the power of Governing the Churches and
Inferior Paftors as their Bithops, who are
obtruded on thofe Churches without the
Election or confent of the people or Inferior Paft-
ors, and thefe Bithops fhall by Lawes or man-
dates forbid fuch Aflfembling, Preaching or
Worthip as otherwife would be Lawful and 2
duty, It is no Schifin to difobey fuch Laws or
mandates. as fuch ; Nor do fuch difobey their
Paftors; they being troly no Bifhops of theirs
till they do ‘confent ( however in fome cafes
the advantages of fome impofed perfons may
make it an act of Prudence; and {02 duty to
confent, as is aforefaid,) It was no Schifin for
ithe pé‘.‘ople of Anticch, Alexandria, Cf‘fﬂff»’{’
Conftantinaple e, 1o refofe Ecclefiaftical obed™
ience to the ill Bifhops fec over them by the
Emperour to whom they did hot confent; But th?
Schifm was theirs who complied with the impo-
fed Ufurpers. Here it muft be noted,that Church
hiftory hath confirained all that underftand 1£ T0
confefs (both Papifts, Greeks, and Proteftants,
that the ordiuation of Bithops and Presbyters
“was in the power of the Bifhops and the

Eleétion in the power of the people, not otnkiz
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the firft 300 years under : heathen Emperours,
but for many hundred years after under
Chriftian Emperours and Princes. 2. That this
was taken for their right given them by God.
To cite more proofs, for this would expofe us o
the readers. cenfure, as unneceffary tedioufnefs :
Many Papifts largely prove it; As doth David
Blondel beyond exception; de jare plebis in
regimine Ecclefiaftico, with.more. 3. That yet we
here plead not for the neceflity of fo much as the
peoples election as it fignificth the firt nomina-
tion of the perfon, but only for the neceflicy of
confent, either explicitly or implicitly expreft. If
the fenior Paftors have the firft nomination, or if
it be the Magiftrate, or Patrons, as with us, we
¢ quarrel not againft it, if the flock do but confent:
y .. Parentsmay Chufe Husbands and Wives for
their Children ; but they are not fuch ar all till
mutual confent, y ; ;
XLV. 13. The confent of a few of the Cé;frcé,‘
% isnot the confent of the Chureh ;3 Nor i It
, 4 Schifm for the Major part to differ from their
#, choice or determinations ( as fuch. ) In
e Government | the will of the Sovercign is the
k. prblick. will; But in contraéts, and confent of a
iy Community, where Unity is the thing intended,
oq%y and voring the means, the Major part is
gl derominartively the fociery, ( unles they have
gty made others their truftees or delegates in
iffy Electing, Confenting them(elves to what they -
fg do, )fuch focieties are not denominated from
4. the Minor, or a fmall part, as contradiftingt from
the reft. If a Diocefs have a thoufand,or 600,0x
si% 300 Parith Paftors, and a hundred thoufand or a
3 million of people (or §0000 or 20000 as you
s s SR
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will fuppofe )} and: if only a'dozen: or twenty
Presbyrers, and a thoufand people ( or nore )
chafe the Bifhop, this is not the Ele@ion or con-
fent of the Diocefan Church; Nor is it Schifm
for 20000 to go againft the votes of 2600,

XLVI. 14. If Bifhops that have no better
a foundation of their relative power over that
particular flock, fhall impofe inferior Paftors or
Presbyters on the Parith-Churches;& command
the peoples acecptance & obedience, the people
are not bound to aecept and obey them by any
authority that is in that command as fuch : Nor

- Is it Schifin to difobey it, no more than it is
treafon to reject the Ufurper of a Kingdom.

XLVIL 15. whileft fuch obtruded Parifh
Paftors have no confent of the flock (explicite
orimplicite }that Parifb is no Parifbs Church,
in - the properPolitical Organized fenfe, as we
now fpeak of a Church, as conftituted by the
Governing and Governed parts. For that which
wanteth an effential part, wanteth the Effence,
And therefore it is no Schifin to pronounce it
o [ush Church, and to deny it the Communion
proper to fuch a Church.  Though yer as the
word [Church] doth fignifie an ungoverned So-
ciety in potentia proxima to teceive Govern-
ment, they may be improperly called a Charch
as they are in a vacancy. : )

XLVII, 16. If they that make a Diocefs the
loweft proper Church{which hath a Bifhop,and

. none under him) anda Parifh to be but a part of

the Diocefan Church, and no proper Church
of it feIf, as having no Epifcepus Gregis, hall
accufe thofe as feparating from the Church,who
fcparate not from the Bithop, and keep t0 any

Parifh.




A form their Office o fucli people that defire it

2 : ; [- 8 ; ] - 3 he
Parifh in the Diocefs, they contradict’ them-
felves : Though fuch forfake many Presbyters
and Parifhes,: - T 503
XLIX, 14, If Princes or Prelates thall unjuft-
1y fileace or depofe fo great'a number of faich-
ful Paftors or Preachers, as fhall leave people
deftitute of a neceffary Preaching and Paftoral
elp,itis no Schifin, but a great duty, for foch
‘Minifters to “preach, and ‘paftorally guide firch
‘people 5 atherwife by rhe fame reafon, one man
‘might put down Chriftianity in an Empire at his
pleafure ; or diffolve the Churches. iy _
i Le Ifiv be faid, that s¢% true if be put down’
all; but ot if be filence bt aminor part. We an-
fwer, that the reafon is the fame to thofe fto
whom the Muniftry is neceffary,  if he put down
Minifters to them. The fupply of the Churches; ,
e. g in one City of a Kingdom, is no fupply to
the other Cjries : And if a Parifh have 16000, or

30000, Or §o000, Or 60600 fouls; its no fupply:

to all the reft if 3000 of théﬁ: have the ben¢ﬁt
of a Preacher and Paftor. The fame power

- which may deny a Paftor to ten parts of a Pa-

rith, may deny him to the eleventh part, that
s, to all. 8o if competent Paftors be fet over
balfthe Parifles in a Kingdoms, and the other balf
harh incompetent men’; or if nine parts of a
Kingdom were competently fupplied; and but
the tenth part had not fiich to whom the people
may lawfully commit the Paftoral Care of their
fouls, it is no Schifm, buta duty for thofe that
are deftitute, to get the beft fupply they can ;
and it is no Schifm, buta duty, for faichful Mi-
nifters, though forbidden by {uperiours, to per-

G 2 Theit
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Their General Ordination, with the peoples IVé-
ceffity and Confens added to God’s Gereral Com-
mands:to all bis Minifters to be faithfull and dili-
genty are a fﬂﬁiciqnt“obl;ging Call to fuch Miniftra=
tion, without the. will of (prohibiting) Supé-
riours ; yea againft it. 713 %5 2108

\ Forx. Elfe it were at the will of 2~ man whe-
~ ther {onls fhall be faved' or damned, (for how |
é’ {hall they believe unlefs they hear2  and how
; fhall they hear without a Preacher ?) and whe-=
B ther Chrift fhall have a Church; and God be
publickly worfhiped, or not. :

- 2. Qur Ordination confecrateth us to our
Office, during life ; -And it is Sacriledge and Co-
venant-breaking with God to cait it off and ali-
enate our felves. _ ;

3. God hath defcribed the Office and the
Work in his Word, and'charged -his {ervants to
give the children their bread in due feafon, and
adjured them before God and the: Lord Jefus
Chrift, who fhall judge the quick and the dead
at his appearing, and his Kingdom,to preach the
‘Word,& be inftant,in feafon, & out offeafog:&ca :

4. The indifpenfible. Law of Nature obligeth
every man according to his Place and Calling,
his Abilicy, and his Opportunitses, to do his beft
to propagate Chrift’s Gofpel, and to fave mens
{ouls, as much and more than to feed mens bo-
dies, and fave their lives: Butour Calling s t0
do it as Minifters of Ghrift, thereto devoted:

. And we did not receive this Calling to be alter- :
= ed, or forborn at the will of man, but to be per- §
e “formed according to the Word of God: Men
being not the Makers of the Office, not of God’s
Law under which we execute it ; nor-the 5:;

3 >
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wors ov Limiters of the Power, but ohly I. The
delivery; 3. And the' Governours of us in the ex-
they may punifh us for male adminiftration, but

cannot diffolve the Laws obligation ‘to" thofe
that are indeed commanded by ic. ' ' :

part of the Parifbes, and “the ' other part_have
Juch as deliver: all thar is > neceffary to fabvation

willof the Priuce or Prelates in” fuch a Counntry.

- Anf. We deny this unproved ‘affertion” 1.

Indeed v will follow that fuch perfons are jultly
condemmned by God, if’ they tepent not though
they had bl dReader. 2. ‘And'that th@y,ﬂlc_ml-d
be thankful for{o much, and‘gladly’ accept it in
fuch Chuorclies when they canhave no better,
Batrmot 1uothar e is/in ‘the’power of any man

Juftly to 'forbid them better, ‘when God pro-’

videth it, 2, Nor that they muft obey’ fuch a
px"ohlbitjén,f~.a3o’fuch.‘("Thbugh prudence . may
difcern ‘forbearance to sbe a daty by’ acci=

y  dent, when the hurt would be greater than the

good. ) There'is no doétrine objestively of abfolute

neceffity to falvation, buethe doctrine of the

Baptifmal Covenhne -which is expounded in the
Creedy Lovds prayer and Decalogne. But 'there is
much Doétrinal-and aitive' Means' neceflary to
- make men ' Underftand, Believe, Love, and Pra-
étife, this' neceffary Covenant do&rine. And
the do&rine orarticles of faith, will fave none
thatdo not Underftand, B ¢lieve,Love,and Praitif
it, and that fincerely preferring the chings
38 Ge3 reveal-

Ele&ors of the Perfons ‘that ‘fhall receive irs:
2. And the Invefters of themin it by Minifterial*

ercife of it, according to'God’s Laws, by which™

LI. Obj.. 2. Iftherebe able Preachers i one .

intelligibly, it is ynlawful to Preach againft the
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_ Heaven, and Salvation, to obey "Imen.

| [';géj

revealed. before all the pleafures, - riches and

honours of this World. A Parrot' fhall not be.

a;Saintifor faying the Creed, et

- —EMii; Thefe - following, ma_tters_:of~ f& are‘.

prefuppofed to the anfiver of this objedtion, and-
in them all fober . Protefiants are (as we “fup-
polgakagicediscritdn: sven 1 5.y SHEMD Gorfs
1. That this aforefaid - fincerity of Fuith, Re=:
peatance,. Hope, Love, and Qbedience, ismade by
God of neceffity to, falvarion, B = :
2, Thacas it will not profit a man to win all

* the World and.Jofe. his.foul, fo - nejcher will

doctrinalfora ality,or obedicnee to fuperiours that.
hinder found, Preachers,recompence him for the
lofs of his foul ;. And:that God 'would not have:
mens ‘Government maintained by, mens dam-
nation, nor will the -ungedly be the beft mem-.
bers: of Church or: Kingdoms = Order is a:
means to fave men,-and rnot damn: them,  fome:
few Heathens offer to Devils a facrifice of mans:
fleth, and-blood : But if a man'fhould offer t0
God ( the Lover;: Saviour, and/Sanifyer of

“fouls ). a Sacrifice of 'the fouls: of thoufands,

and fay, Al thefe are to be kepr dn Ignorance
and ssgodiynefs and [o to be dumncdstopleafe God
who w:ll have them ebey their [uperionts, at that
rate 5 this were a dithonour to, God of vnex=

‘prefiible iniquity and errour. Chrift that hath

fanght men to feek firft his Kingdom, and o
take up the Crofs, and to forfake Farher and
Morherand Life and all to ferve him: inthe

faving of theirfoals, and had planted infeparably

felf love into our Patures, furely did not mran'f'o
Contrarily as that we muft forfuke Chriffs

2 Tha;
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2. That certain experience putteth us paft

doubt, that ignorance, fenfuality, worldlinefs,

profanenefs are far more common, and a holy
heavenly mind and life, and all feriovs Chriftianity

* and obedience, far, very far more rare, in thofe

Kingdoms and Parifhes which have no_plain,

" convincing, ferious, lively and exemplary

Preachers, than in thofe that have,although they
be baptized, and have the Creed, Lords prayer
and Decalogue in their Liturgic, And yer here
are all things of abfolute objective neceflity to
falvation. What a cafe the Mofcoyites are in,
that have only Liturgies and Homilies read, we
mentioned before:And how fad the ¢cafe isamong
the Greeks, Armenians, Abdffins, and Mol
Papifts, for want of better Preachers. Bifhop

Ufber could fay of the Irifh, that morg perifhed

by not knewing what we are on both fides
agreed ir, than by their, Popith Errours; And
what a-cafe the Scottith Highlanders, to0 many
ofthe Welfh, and moft Parithes in England
were in, as to ferious picty, which had herefo-
fore but Readers, or Preachers that did lefs
than read a Homilie, experience conftraineth us
to know:: as. alfo what difference there 1§ yet
to be feenas.to ferious faich and. godlinefs,
between the  fruits of a clear, ferious, holy,
diligent Preacher, and of -ravs youths that fay
over a pedantik lifelefs fpeech, and out of the
pulpit liceke differ in {peech or life, from Carnal
Worldlings or formal Hypocrites. Though we
know that . all. that - profefs to be fecioufly

~

Religious, -are not {0, Y€t nODC arc {o that do -

not profefs iras they have opportunity.
As we are not able ro deny this expericnce
G 4 et of




. et
- of the' different fruits of different> Teaching
( when all have the Creed; ) Nor dare deny
the neceflicy of ferious faith, repentance’ and
‘holinefs to falvation. ( left we renounce the
Gofpel, ) nor yet that 'no men ( much lefs moft
‘men or many thonfands) ‘may as an -aét of
obedience to man, refufe thofe helps -which God
provideth  them, “and without which few
Comparatively are’ truely’ copverted” from a
Carnal life and faved 5 {o therefore we dare not
think or fay, that ‘humane Lawes or orders are
arguments of - fufficient “weight to ‘meve them
hereunto. AR M R N

LIIL Obj. 3. But the burt of the peoples chufirg
Teachers and _dffemblies without or againft the
Rulers will, is greater than the hure thar cometh by
~ the-want of better Teachers, ! Teha g

7. 1. The peoples choice doth hurt by
accident, in “thofe Countries . ‘where > the
Rulers put down neceffary helps, and where
the people’ ‘are Erroneous, Heretical, = and
Unruly, and {o where the people would choofe
unfufferable men, fuppofing ftill that no Church
is conftituted without mutual confent of the
Paftor and the flock ‘and that the Rulersalter
' mot or violate not Chriffs Laws by which he
hath appointed ' the = ordering Qf Af%embhes.:
Therefore it is' the Rulers Office to hinder the
people from doing mifChief, without hindering
ihem from their duty and {fom doing well; To
Govern them in their work,and not to forbid it,
2. Ifthe Gofpel be: hid ( from ‘the, mind
though not from the Ear ) it is hid to themr
that are foft 2.C€0% 4.3, 'And without holinefs
gone fhall fee God Hib, 12, 14, Chnf:(')gg
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come in flaming Fire to render vengeance to
them that know not God and obey not the.
Gofpel, 2. Thef. 1. 10. 11. All they fhall be!
damned that obey not ‘the trurh but have
pleafire in unrighteoufnefs 2. Twef, 2. I1. 12,
They that live after the fleth fhall die, and they

that have not the fpirit of Chrift are none of his,

Roin. 8, 9. 13. It 7is not then eafie'to thick ofa
greatet hure, than'to ‘forbid men fuch means,

* without which experience aflureth us that few
o0 comparatively are * thus = inlightened and

renewed to God, and @ with < which more

@ Comparatively are renewed. To fay that God

can' blefs to us an ignorant heartlefy, Carnal

- Teacher, is no anfwer,: while experience cer-
. tifieth us'that Comparatively he doth not do it
[ If the people would chufe {uch Pa{‘to_rs, Rulers
“" muft do their beft to change their »minds, and

to provide bester for them. But thatsmotthe
cafe that we are now fpeaking to. If people

- would run into Seéts and Herefies, Rulers may

panifband reftrain falfe Teachersthat dangeroufly

e corrupt the Chriftian do&rine und feduce the

peoples fouls; But'' théy. may' not therefore

. filence” the faithful Minifters of - Chrift, And
. adhereing to fuch Minifters, doth not any hure

of it felf: Nor any way tend to the furthering

g of fo much hurt, as the contrary would do.

3. For who knoweth where to. bound his
obedience to ‘fuch filencers as aforefaid, If a

¢ thoufand” or two thoufand faicthful Minifters,

muft ceafe Preaching when fo forbidden, why

| 10t 3000, why not gooo?1f'half a Kingdom;can

you fatisfie the coniciences of the other half

-~ thar they muft nog do {o too,and fo all Chriftian

King-
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Kingdoms conform to Mofcovie when, . the
Prince commandeth it. And if 1000 or 2000 or
3000 Parifhes muft choofe. the apparent hazard
of their fouls and refufe {uch helps as experience
certifieth us they greatly need, in obedience to
man, why muft not the reft of the Parithes do
foalfo> May I give away the needfull helps ro
my falvation, becaufe others have them, . as if
their falvation might fatisfic me inffead of my
own ?

. 4. We ackndwledge ita very great Mercy of
God, to have a Chriitian Prince, and that every

Kingdom fhould be Chritian, and that Princes

muft do what  they can to accomplifh it 5 And
that thev are the Governours of Paftors as well
as of Phyficians, ( as is aforefaid ) and thac it
is moft defireable that the Church and Kingdom
fhould be commenfurate, and none in their

Kingdoms reject the Gofpel. and that Raftor

or people who will do any thing contrary to
this, or will nor further it with all their power
are great tranfgreflfours, But yet the old faying
is true (owned even by the Papifts, vid; Pet. D¢
Merca, De Egcl.Conft. ) that Ecclefia cft in impe
#io > Aud none but profeffed ceonfenrers are Chri-
fiians: And the Temple is aprifon and not a
Church as men are there forcibly driven a-
gainft their wills, o far is, it from faving the
fouls of any. , A (05 7o
Yet conftraining the ignorant and Heretszal to.
bear found Teachers, we are far from oppofing.
But when Paul hath Gid [ Not a Novice, ] if
Rulers will fil2f e berier Teachers, and fecup
Novices, that are unskilful in that great gm/d
fucred weork, and never felc that work of f;;;»:,
, iC,
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