
- Kingdoms conform to Mofcovie when, the 
Princecommandetb.it. And i f ioooor2ooo or 
3000 Pariflies muft choofe the apparent hazard 
o f their fouls and refufe fuch helps as experience 
certifieth us they greatly need, in obedience to 
man, why muft not the reft of the Parses do 
fo alfo ? May I give away the needfull helps to 
my falvation, becaufe others have them, as i f 
their falvation might fatisfic me inftead of my 
own ? 

, 4- We acknowledge i t a very great Mercy of 
God, to have a Chriitian Prince, and, that every 
Kingdom mould be Chriitian, and. t h j t Princes 
muft do what they can to accomplifhit 5 And 
that thev are the Governours of Paftors as well 
as of Phvficians, ( as is aforefaid ) and that i t 
is moft defireable that the Church and Kingdom 
mould be commenfurate, and none in their 
Kingdoms reject the Gofpel. and that Paftor 
or people who will do any thing contrary to 
this or wil l nor further it with all their power 
are great trantgreflburs. But yet the old faying 
is true ("owned even by the Papifts, vid] Pet. De 
Mdrca, De Eccl.Confi. ) that fcccleftaefiiu imps 
rlo: And none butprofefl'ed confenrers are Chri-
ftians: And the Temple is a prifon and not a 
Church as men are there forcibly' driven a-
gainft their wills, fo far is^ it f rom faving the 
fouls o f any. 

Yet constraining the ignorant and Hereticalto 
hear found Teachers, we are far from oppofing. 
But when Paul hath faid [ Not a Novice, ] I f 
Rulers will filerve better Teachers., and fer up 
Novices, that are unskilful in that great and 
lacred work 5 and never felc that work of 

http://Princecommandetb.it


v hvei and heavenlynefs, on their own fouls which 
jp- $ they muft Preach to others, this wil l do more 

\t , f j hurt, than the peoples choice o f better men. 
^JTA 5.Yea i f men of fuch doclrine could once make 
f ! ' J f Princes and people believe,that the people ought 

to receive only fuch Paftors as Princes choofe 
for them, i t may do more harm than all our 
feels do: For feels cannot caft out religion at 
once ; Nay ufually they perifh themfelves by 
their own divifions and {hame before they can 
ru'me the Ghurch. But Princes might change 
Religion as oft as the Moon changeth. And 
i f good Princes were but the tenth part as rare, 
as they thought that faid [ In uno annul0 ] &c . 
what then, would become of Religion in the 
World ? 

£ L I V . And though we profefs our great 
f j deteftation o f Church-Schifms, and our lamen

tation for the fad cafe of thefe Nation?, and 
the Ghnftian world, by reafon o f them, believe-
ing that Schifm fhould be odious to all Chrift i-
ans5 yet we are paft doubt that aggravating 
fome differences and breaches paffionately by 
o c i ious names, hath been Schifma-tical, by make-
ing the diftance feem much greater than it was, 
and rendering Diffenters odious to others, and 
teaching Adverfar'res and ignorant perfens, to 
reproach men as goilty of more Schifm than 
they are guilty of indeed. Among the Papifts, 
i f they unite in. the Pope, they pafs not for 
Schifmaticks or Hereticks, who differ in all 
thofe many and great point 0, which ILFowtis, 
Montaltus^ the Jefuits Morals, Mr. Clark.fon3&:c. 
recite,-z^. about Murder, Adultery, Fornica
tion, King killing, feldom Loving God.eVc. And 
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among us, a man that doth but fcruple certain 
Oaths>,Subfcriptions3 Covenants,Declarations,or 

I v* n y n r , C h a r g 5 d ^ f o m e Schifm. 

cim Z l l l G r a ™ n a r i a m d i f f e r a b o u t a Gr i t i -
J e r r i , C t h c r . ^ ^ or j f tgOSb] be the 
truer fpclhng, and PhiIofopherrs differ de vacuo, 

J a d f o f T r f ; ""r P i v i n G S d i f f e r o f the tranf-
Janon of a Text, o f the antiquity o f the Hebrew 
points, of the time of Eafier day of a Ceremo
ny or Form of Prayer, of the lawmmefs o f a 
Lay-Chancellors ufe of the Church-Keys: Would 
not an impartial ftrangerfay, How concordant 
and happy are thefe men, that differ in no grea
ter matters ? And i f they all fall together by 
the ears about Oich things as thefe, i t is an ag
gravated Subjettive Schifm, and a fhame to fuch 
wranglers, who deferve the remedy of fcolds : 
But fure they that peaceably and calmly differ 
about the aforefaid things, viz.. whether we are 
bound to Love God once a year ? whether the 
Pope may excommunicate and depofe Kings, 
that will not extirpate all Projeftants. Whether 
an excommunicate King may be murdered as 
no King, &c ? thefe are far more diftant really 
in point of Religion, than the other. 

LVL And we muft lament that we find in 
Church-Hiftory, and by too much experience, 
that there hath been, and is in too many Paftors, 
fuch a felfhlinefs and high efteem of their own 
judgments, and fo little fenfe o f the common 
weaknefs o f mankind, and the Jownefs of our 

higheft 
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higheft degrees of knowledge, and fo little Love 

$ to others as to themfelves, that by envy and i m -
Jjf^t patience, they raife Or increafe Sehifms in the 

WjP Church, by making a cauflefs outcry againft 
It Schifm, or making little differences feem great: 

f i y ^ J They that cannot bear with Perfons and Con-
m gregations, who in little matters differ front 

them, becaufe they prefer fome other Teacher 
^ A before them, and fay fome what againft their 
WKw [}l opinions or ways,do condemn themfelves while 
? V J ^ t h ^ y cry down Schifmaticks, and feem not to 

know what manner of fpirit they are o f : The 
l<1 A Wijdom from above is firjl pure3and then peaceable, 
t&f* ^and gentle, and eajie to be entreated, fall of mercy 

and good fruits, without partiality and hypocrifie ; 
oiVi and the fruit of righteoufnefs is fowen in peace 

by peace-makers: But i f there be envying and 
# 5 / ftrife, i t is infernal wifdom, earthly, fenfual and 

devilifh, introducing confufion, and every evil. 
v i ' ^V I work, whether it be found in Factions, qonten-
\ d A tions, Antichurches and Hereticks, or in thofe 
i V £ that can bear with no DhTeriters, nor receive 
iym$ph ^ e m that are weak in the faith, but make things 

unnecelfary, and their own conceits and wills 
WW* meafure o f mens .liberties and their cen-

fures. He that would purfue all as Rebels ma 
V r F ? Kingdom, who interpret not every Law alike, 

w o u I d m o r e d i v i d e t h e K ^ 0 1 ^ t h a n a 1 1 m e n s 

ri, \Ji different expofitions now do. ^ , 
L V I I . We do with forrow confefs that the 

, e S r a difcords of the people about chufing their B i -
J 1 ftiops, hath been a great fcandal to Infidels, and 

4 W a S r e a t diihonour to the Church, and hath cau-
i r f W ) fed many lamentable Schifms, not only under 
^ f l / , Chriftian Emperours, but Heathen, But it hath 
6 e V , . been 
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been greateft about the greateft Prelates, efpe-
' cially the Bifhops of Rome, Alexandria,Conftant 

tinople, Antioch,<kc. face Damstfhs got that feat 
by Conqueft in the Church, a muftirude o f 
Sehiims have fallen out even when Princes chal
lenged the choice. Along time two at once, 
fometimes three, and once five or fix Popes l i 
ving that were and had been Popes. The Schifm 
o f the Donatilts was fo caufed by Bifhop fet up 
againft Bi fhop ; fo was that o f "the foanites at 
C njUnnnople, and o f Diofcorm at Alexandria, 
and many more. But it muft be noted, v. That 
the Electing B'fhops-Priefts and Maghtrates * 
bave occafioned thefe Schifms as much, i f not 
far more than the Elefting-people have done 
2. T h j t yet Princes for many hundred years af
ter Cwftantwes time, did not think it meet to 
prevent fuch Schifms bv depriving the People 
or Presbyters o f their Electing-power ( much 
iefs of Confent.) 3. That the Cure muft not be 
by altering Chrifts inftitution, and the Churches 
praclice continued 600, i f not 800 years,, and 
with moft or many to this day j nor by over
throwing the very'Conftitution of Churches,and 
the Law o f Nature it f e l f ; nor by introducing a 
greater e v i l ; as it would be to teach all people 
to receive all and only fuch Paftors as Princes 
everv where (hall fet over them, and a l iMin i -
fters o f Chrift to ceafe their Office when men 
forbid it them. 

L V I I I . Ob;. 4. But if Miniversthetnfelvei 
Muft be judges, whether a Magifttate do juftly 
file nee them, then none will take th emfelves to bs 
ftleacedjaftly ; a,id fo all Her sticks tpdl Preach onl 
Jt is trie Rulers that mufl judq-e, 
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j4nf. i . when we hear, and read, how the 

fapifts deceive the ignorant, by repeating the 
^jueftion, who mufi be the judge, it grieveth us to 
find fome Proteitants fo unskilful inanfwering 
i t , when the anfwer is fo eafy,that when opened 
we hope few fober Proteftants differ in i t . 
Judgement is TimbbkiOV Private : Publik Judge
ment is either Antecedent by a Lawgiver . 
judging what fhall be commanded and made 
the fhcjeits 'duty j or consequent by a fudge fo 
Jtnttly called, Judging of Tales, and Cnmes ( in 
order to puniftment ) according to law; Private 
judgement is either by Arbitrators^ or private 
Cenfurers, or bv every mans Confidence decerning 
and judging what is his duty, and what is f in . 

1. The Sovereign o f the World, is the only 
Judge, by Legtjhtiien what fhall be the duty 
of a ll mankind, by the Law which he maketh 
to bind high and low, which none may alter or 
fufpend. 2 And he is the only fountain of Power 
to his Creatures. 3. And he is the only final, 
abfolute, infallible judge. 

2. The Sovereigns of Kingdoms and Common 
wealths, and mailers in their families, vie judges 
antecedently w hat fhall be their Subjects duty, 
by their Laws fubfervient to Gods : And they 
and tbeir Officers receiving power f rom them 
are the Judges Cor.fecuer.tly, by Decifion, who 
{hall be punifhed as Criminal and who not, and 
who fhall be protected in his propriety or 
eftate., by the fword of Iuftice. 

3. The true Bifhops or Paitors o f the Church, 
are Guides to the people according to Chrifis 
Laws, in the matters of their Office, and decifive 
fuages, who Jhall be taken in, or put out of Cow 

mnnies 



wunion I in the refpeBive Churches* 
4. Every mans Conscience .is that Private 

discerning fudge o f his own Duty and fin.( O f 
Arbitrators or Cenfurers we need not (peak.) 

This all o f us are agreed in ? And the queition 
C whoJhallfudge ] isf t i l l urged by fome, as i f 
they thought that fome man or men muft needs 
in all cafes ( o f Religion) betaken for fuch 
Absolute fudges that what ever they Judge, all 
fubjects muft obey i t . And on this pernicious 
fuppofition is built the Popes pretended infal
l ibil i ty, becaufe they think that religion is fal
lible ( that is, Gods Law ) i f the judge ( that is 
an ignorant man^or men ) be fallible; 

But all Proteftants ( at leaft ) are agreed,that 
all men are Gods fnbjetls; and that all humane 
Power of Legiflation, Judgement and execution 
is limited 5 and that no man may judge againft 
God or his Laws: And that men fhoald ki^ 
Gods Laws,and juftifie them and judge by them, 
and condemn all that is againft them j But no 
man hath power to condemn or contradict Gods 
Law it felf. No man hath power to judge that 
there is no God, no Life to come, no Ghrift, or 
that one word of God isfalfe, or to forbid one 
thing which God commandeth,or command one 
thing which God forbiddeth.,no man hath power 
to judge that fouls fhall be deprived of fuch 
needful Teaching and Sacraments, and publick 
worft i ipingofGod, as God hath provided, and 
commanded them to ufe 5 Nor to forbid Chnfts 
faithful Minifters caufelefly to Preach his word, 
and worfhip him in the Churches, and adminifter 
his Sacraments; Nor caufelefly to filence, or 
pnnifh them for fo doing : There&re in this cafe 

1 ' our 



• [ 9 7 ] 
E our confciehces would not be bound though 

tj U ftill we profefs that Gods Law bindeth us not to 
W c V f t r e b e - > o r take up arms againft their injuries, but 
•i* JKX patiently to bear them, and pray for our 
f f 1 {fU perf-?urors. ; 
4 c° fjj Cif A) LIX. Ob fv Tou fay that Rulers may not caufelejly 
^ a f a j nee or pumjh fuch: But fiill they are judges 

1% wloether tb re becauf:. 
r j A ;f. Thev are fp : For ir is about their 

Foper work. But they are Judges fubjecl to 
G o c 1 , t 0 w n o m c h ey (hall anfver it i f ' they 

$ M d i r ° b e Y him. And the fnbjefts are .private 
fCtfy\) difbernm* fudges^ whether the Laws of mcn 
f f f i O cpntradift God? Laws fo far as concerned! their 
,jd obeying or not obeying rhem. 
ft t A • W e m i r l t iViil repeat, that the ep is before the 
^ fl W t f f c i r e 5 and the tfV,vg of the" cafe and 7W;,before 
,3tjV-pi t n e judging of it.: either the ^ A r deferyeth 
*V\4 ^hne'ing or not, before vou come to judge the 

> C a f e : I f n ? 0 * £ ' ^ t o b e ^ , " n t ^Rulers ought 
i ^ t Q judge. fo,and do well: If?wf,but he be innocent, 

o r o n e that ought not to be forbidden his Office,. 
W^ifi ll n o m a n hadi ptv.ver from God to fudge contrary 
flrr-V 0! ^ d c a a f e ! e f l y t 0 f °rbid him } And his confeience 
tOUrfe ^ n o c formerly bound by that prohibition 5 

t°f($\t Though he muft ftill keep his Loyalty and 
tP tJ°,et ^uhjedion, and his care of the publick peace and 
> ; y < welfare. ' / 
0 Ko* felt We conclude again, that feeing we meet 
$fp i A with none that w i l l fay that Rulers may fW£<? 
r ' ^ a ^ that y w / worjhip God, or that the Ga/jw/ 
| ft) v !.]^ f lj f'^Hnot be preached, or that menmufl obediently 
[ i f y I f f o r f < \ Cbrifi, or g o t o Hell's Nor with any 
l^5(r «! G h r ' t t " , a n t h a t wi l l fay that without faith and 
) t ^ f c tylmcft we may be faved, we dread the confe-
K f f i ( ^ ' quence 
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quence'of fuch arguing, as taketh this up as the 
laft defence, that- [ thofe people-that vifibly live 
in Senfuality, Drunkennefs, Fornication, Cove-
teoufnefs, Pride, Vngodlynefs or Grofs Ignorance, 
are indeed in a fafe condition for falvation, and 
therefore that Preaching which mould bring 
them to repentance is not neceflary 3 But that 
its fafer to continue Ignorant and ungodly, than 
to joyn with the Religious for fear of Schifm : 
For we cannot deny that they that have no o-
ther Medium to defend their Affertion, that 
\y he lifelefs unskilful Minifry of Novices, which 
makfth very few ferioufy Religious, doth more good 
than the contrary which hath contrary faccefs, if it 
be by men forbidden] do too plainly perfwade us 
f rom our Chriftianity it felf, that is, f rom the 
chiefeft evidence of its truth and glory * For it 
there were no better Chriftians in the world, 
than fuch unholy perfbns before defcribed ; and 
i f Chrift had not a holy peculiar people, of hea
venly minds and lives, and zealous of good 
works, we could never prove f o r believe) him 
to be the Chrift that came to fave his people 
f rom their fins. He is not the Phyfician whom 
we can truft, that doth not cure men. And 11 
they wil l refolve the cafe into the^queftion ^ 
m] whether fuch Afferent 
Sffercm (uccifsj and feriom ^ f e ^ ^ S 
much mbre rare under Reading ™ 
unexperienced hfclcfs men, thar> undei' sW"U< 
rious godly Paflors, we are unable to doubt of i t , 
asainlt all experience. . , 

L X l Obi 5. But if every man that ts proud 

Will, and when any people wll chufe him, ^ 
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gion will be corrupted, and the Church confounded. 

Anfw. True ; therefore that muft not be : 
i . There are fome previous qualifications fo ef-
fentially neceftary to the Miniftry, that without 
them no man is owned as his Minifter by Chrift, 
n o r mould be by men. 2. The Ordainers are 
to be Judges whether men have thefe qualifi
cations. 3. The people are difcerning Judges 
Which qualified ordained mm for-to be ordain-
ed j is meet for them ; To far as it is neceffary to 
their mutual Confent. 4, I f a Heretick or other 
intolerable perfon muft fet up a Preacher 5 or i f 
any turn Heretick, the Othodox Churches are 
('after due admonition) to renounce him as un
acceptable o f their communion^ that he may 
be fiiamed and avoided.. 5. I f yet he continue 
oMtinate, and do more harm than goocl.the Ma-
giftrate is Ruler, and muft reftrain him,and deny 
him leave fo to Preach in his Dominions ; fo he 
do it not by penalties unfuitable to the offence: 
( D i f franchifmg, difcountenancing and fhame,do 
ufually inore againft Herefies than cruelties.) 
But Neceffzry Faithful Teachers may not on thefe 
pretences be caft out. 

LXI1. 18 I f the People confcious o f their 
great Neceflity of Paftoral over-fight and help, 
and o f Chrift's command to ufe i t , do live in a 
Parifh or Countrey where they cannot have it 
f r o m thofe that the Magiftrate alloweth, either 
becaufe they cannot perform it for them, or be-
caufe they will not; it is no .Schifm for fuch to 
feek and ufe i t , f rom worthy though prohibited 
men. 

We before fpake o f the Schifms o f Teachers, 
and now of Hearers, In this cafe men may ;uf t-

H 2> \f 
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ly thus argue : {Our Neceffity requiretb Faftoral 
ovcrfigbt, a :d Chrift commandeth us to ufc 'Hyphen 
weqfpy have it : But fr .m this public^Minified 
me cannot have it : Therefore we muft feek^ it where 
we cm. That molt men have need of Paftoral 
overfi^ht, is certain ; effe Chrift would not have 
inftituted'ic for them: And'every man mould 
be confeious of his own need. 

That Christ hath commanded us the ufe of i t 
is certain ; i . In all thofe Texts which com
mand the .Paftors their general and particular 
duties to the People, to Preach and be inftant in 
feafori and out, to reprove, rebuke, exhort, to 
comfort the.feeble minded, to v i fn the Tick, to 
convince the erroneous, to ad'minifter the Sacra
ments, to pray and worfhip God publickly with 
thera,eVc. 2. In alt rhofc Texts that command 
the People to hear, Mptflft to, obey,and imitate 
fuch Guides, and ufe fuch Ordinances. In feve-
ral ctfei trie People may poflibly be deprived ot 
this at home, as f rom the allowed'Minilter-
i . When publick Paftors are at fo great a d(-
fiance from them, as that fuch Paftors cannot 
come to them, nor they and their families go fp 
far, without fuch inconvenience and trouble, as 
wil l fruftrate. the end of their endeavours: AS 
in France where the Proteftants muft go twenty 
miles, or ten, to a Church , which the weak 
children and aged cannot do, nor the f f f j ^ L P ^ 
family without fuch coft and pains, and lois 01 
time as will deprive them of the benefit. 

Obj . But yet the frouJUnts there do not Jet up 
mliceijfed Churches. 

slnf. That is not as an aft o f formal obed**** 
as V they took it to be unlawful becaufe prom ^ 



bited ; but in prudence, becaufe the perfecution, 
mould they do i t , would fruftrate their attempt: 
In fuch cafes the old GhriMans met in fecret. -

Where Parifhes are fo great' that the 
allowed Palters c'dnnot Preach to halfor' a fourth 
ox tenth part of the people; and cannot vif i t 
half the fick, and Baptize, and adminifter the 
Lords Supper as is neceffary ; And have n o t 
time, i f the ignorant, and doubting, and troubled 
perfons fhould come to rhem for Counfel, 
refolution or comfort, to fpeakduely to one 
t5f twenty o f them. In a Parifh of 50000 or 
30000, or 200C0 or 15 :00 or 10000 foules, 
how few is it that one or two Mmifters can-
perform ail the Offices to, publick- and private 
which the Gofpel requireth Pallors to perform. 

3. Where the allowed Pallors are fo flothful 
or proud that they will not condescend to thefe 
Offices, o f Perfonai help to many thoufands 
efpecUIy of the poor. 

4. Where they are young raw men, or 
ignorant o f fuch matters, unable to counfel 
people as their necefTkies require,in order to 
their falvation ; and perhaps to do it tolerably 
in a publick Sermon. 

5. 'Where they are foprophane and malignant, 
that i f poor people come to them with cafes of 
confcience ; or for counfel what they muft cfo to 
be fived, they will bur deride rhem as fcrupulous 
and precife, and make them believe that to be 
folicitous about falvation, and afraid of finning, 

a n d ferioufly godly, is but robe Hypocrites, 
melancholy or mad; And perhaps bend their 
Preaching the fame way. 

6. When they are Heretical and not to.be 
trufted in point of faith. H 3 7.And 

http://to.be


1 0 2 1 
I— _j 

7. And when they are fo Factious and Schif-
matical, as that their Preaching and Conference 
tcndeth to render other good Chriftians odious, 
and ftir np men to hate, perfecute, or feparate 
f rom them, and fo to deftroy true Love and 
Concord. ' 

In any of thefe cafes when the people or part 
of them are deprived o f that Paftoral helps 
which their neceffity requireth, and God comm
andeth, they may feek i t where they can beft 
have it. 

L X I I L In all thefe cafes it is an unfatisfaclory 
Anlwer to tell them that Religion is k?pt up in 
the Land, ma that other pefons or Parffhes have 
what .they, want, or that Order and Obedience 
muft be preferred , to their fupply, or that God 
can fave them without a Paftor, &c. For fo 
God can fave the Heathen world without the 
Gofpel Preached if hepleafe: And fo you might 
perfwade the Poor to famifh, father than againft 
Law to beg ; becaufe i f tnoufands of them dye 
o f Famine, vet other people are fupplied,and have 
plenty: Or you might tell men that thev muft 
ufe no Phyfi'cian, though they dye for i t , i f they 
have no tolerable one allowed them by the 
Magiftrate, becaufe others have Phyficians 
though they dye for want o f them. 

What i f the Parim-Prieft could Baptize but 
one of many f or not a l l : ) Muft the reft be 
content to be unbaptjzedj ? I f not,why muft they 
be content without all publick Preaching and 

' Wprfhi'pping o f God, and the Lords Supper, and 
perfonal helps of Paftors which they need ? Paul 
thanketli God that he Baptized none of the 
Corinthians f ive fome few, and faith, that6W 
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fent him not to Baptize, but to Breach the G°frel-
And can any man prove then, That i f the Pariih 
Minif ter cannot or wil l not Baptize his Children 
he muft get another to do it,yea a prohibitedMi-
nifter rather then they mould be unbaptized}and 
yet that i f the ParifhChurch cannot receive him, 
or the Paftor cannot or will not do the Office of 
a Paftor for him, he muft be without Preaching, 
Wor(hipping God, and Paftoral overfight? 

L X I V. Yet here we muft declare 1. That 
in fuch necefJity people muft cater is paribus, 
firft feek their, fupply in that way that is moft 
for peace, and moft for publick good, and leaft 
fcandalousor dividing, and that is moft agreable 
to the Rulers will and honour. 

2. That for fome fiiort feafon in which his 
foul is not apparently hazarded; as alfo in the 
tolerable lofs, of fome meafures. of Paftoral help, 
a man muft fubmit his own pcrfonai advantage 
to publick intereft. and may hope that God wil l 
make it up. As alfo when i t tendeth .to his pro
bable greater advantage afterward, by putting 
by fome prefent ftorm : But not ftatedly, to oe 
without Chrifts inftituted ordinances and helps; 
e. g. Parifti Order is defireable and is* the 
Rulers w i l l : I f therefore fupply can be had in 
a neighbour Parim for them that want it in 
their own, and by an allowed Minifter rather 
than adifallowed, it mould be chofen, unlefs 
the difparity be fo great as to weigh down the 
contrary inconveniences. And i f for a time any 
be conftrained to another way, they mould ^o i t 
but as an extroardinary necelfity for the prefent 
time, t i l l they can be fupplied in the allowed 
Parochial way$ and avoid i as much as poffibly 
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tjiey can all waies, though lawful 3that encourage 
true Schifrhs. 

3. And w e muft profefs. that i f any Preachers 
or people, fhall Out of felfconceitednefs, pretend 
™cejjhj when there is none, their pretence is no 
Tuftification of their diforder or difobedience. 
Magntrates may regulate us in the Cir:umftances 
ot tnole duties, which the L a w o f A W * ^ or 
tne Gofpel do Command:But i f on fuch pretence 
of regulating drcumftances, they will v iolate or 
contradict either the Law 0 f Nature, or the 
Oolpel, and deftroy the duty i t felf, 'or its end, we 
are not bound in fuch cafes to obev them, but 
muft patiently fufFer. 

L X V . 19. I f the Church Laws do exclude 
thofe Chriftians that have right, from the Com* 
mmion of the Church, and their Children from 
Baptifm, and do decree that they fhall be 
cxcomm^iicate, and then laid m Gaols, it feemeth 
£0 us no Schifm in thofe perfons, to have no 
fuch Communion with that Church which 
is denyed them by the Laws of the Church 5 
Nor yet to join themfelves with, another Church: 
rhat will receive them. And as we fay of the 

$s, that they unjuftly call thofe men Scbif-
wahc^ whom thc-y firft caft our themfelves by 
unjfiift excommunication,fo may we of any others; 
Especially when either for that which is a duty, 
o r f o r fbme fm.dl miftake which it is not in the 
perfons power to rectifie, no greater than moft 
good Chriftians are guilty of, the Church Law 
fajTh that he mail be Excommunicate i f f o fat; 0, by 
which h ; ; s caft out antecedently to any fenrence, 
or no place left for his pardon or forbearance by 
'he favour o f the Ordinary. He that is fo caft 



r i o 5 i - -
oik,is not the wilful Separarifte Nor is he bound 
to continue without, Church Communion, tiiid 
Paftoral overfight. 

.. L X V L 20. I f thofe »that live in a Parifti 
where the Incumbent by utter InfufTkiency, 
Herefie, Ufurpation. Malignity or Wickednefs; 
is fuch as men may not lawfully own, or commit 
the Paltoral Conduct 2nd care of their fouls to, 
ftall defire the Paftoral care o f the next Parifh-
Minifter, and communion in that Parifb Church, 
and may not be admitted, but all other Parifh-
Minifters are by Canon commanded to rtfufe them, 
and to turn them home to their own Panfh-Priefis 
and Churches, fo that they muft either commit 
their fouls to fuch uncapable perfons, and own 
them as Chrift's Minifters, or have none at all, 
we dare not charge thofe perfons with Schifm, i f 
they commit the care of their fouls to worthy 
ordained men, though not allowed but prohibit
ed by the Magiftrate: For the reafons before 
given.Yea i f they know that Church-Laws forbid 
all other. Par>Jk-Pnefts t$ receive them, we fee 
not .that they are firft bound to offer thcmfdves 
to fuch as profefs obedience to thofc Laws. 

Obj. l . But fome take a meer Reader for mi-
capable thai cannot preach, or otfe that cannot pray 
Without Book^3 or a young man that is not abL to 
refolve doubts, or cafes of confidence : but our Ca
non £7 . faith, that the Sacraments are equally ef
fectual, whether they be [adminislred by a Preacher 
or no Preacher. 

Anfi i . Bv an uncapable per fan we mean fuch 
as is utterly unable to pefurm the Paftcraldu-
ties which'Ch:ift frath commanded, and mens 
fouls greatly need -(which among others D r . 

Hamtaond 
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Hammond in his Annotat. hath well defcribed.) 
I f bare Reading were fufficient Abili ty, every 
Boy or Artificer were fufficient that can read. 
Bare Reading wil l encourage no man to take 
any one for his Phyfician, or Lawyer • and foul-
conduct is a matter o f greater importance, and 
needeth as much skill and honefty. 
; \ I c i s n o c t h e validity of the Sacrament that 
is ail that is to be looked at: Qwdfaftum va
let f^pe fieri m n debait. Men mult avoid fin as 
well as Nullities in Sacraments : We take i t to 
be a fin to own a mm as Chrift's Minifter who 
is none, through utter incapacity : Yet we know 
that Reading is a fort o f Preaching, and that all 
Presbyters, where one Church had many, did 
notpublickly and conftantly Preach in the antient 
Churches : But they were godly men capable of 
other Minifterial Offices to the People, to pray, 
counfel and direct them, Which muft be regard
ed as well as Sacraments. He that can admi-
niftera Sacrament that's valid, may be unfit for 
men to take for their Paftors or Guides. 

3. There is a double work of Sacraments to 
which they may be called Effeftaal : one is 
God?s own collation of onr Covenant-right to the 
promi'fed Benefits, viz.. Pardon and Salvation : To 
this we believe that the Sacrament is effe final to 
meet receivers, when it is fo delivered as to be 
no N u l l i t y ; and fo many heretofore thought 
that Biptifoi delivered by a Lay-man is effectual, 
that is, not Null , but invefteth the perfon in his 
Covenant Relation; and yet that it is unlawful 
for a Lvy-mm to adminifter it , or others to de-
fire it of him : The other work of the Sacra
ment is on the Peoples biarts, to which the man

ner 
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A ner o f adminiftring much contributeth, as expe-

Jrl rience proveth. 
Ob;. But Sacraments operate not as Lawyers 

0 J t and Phjftciansdo, by the styll of the Minifter, but, 
itf "Jry by God's grace and bleffmg. 
$ M Anf. x. But God's grace ufeth to work ac~ 
f & * cording to the aptitude of means morally, as 
& j conftant experience proveth: And the word 
: ,f/$ which is ufed in the Sacramental adminiftration, 
'A,r\ muft be regarded, and fo muft other waies o f 

* teaching as well as by Sacraments. 2. And we 
cannot exped God's bleffing in a way of fin, 

^cy] when we own one for our Paftor whom we 
rfi^lA ought not. , '. u 

\ f f i % f i Obj, But fome take a man to be uncapable t] he 
V < ^ he but a fmnerworfe than ordinary, as a drunkard, 

fornicator,fwearer, perjured, afcorner-at diligence 
y W ' / M Religion, O-c. whereas the Minifters fin depri-
\ ^{oO v e t h m t the people of the benefit of Goa°s Ordi-
At\ J. nances. . 
V % Anf 1. He that nbt knowing the Mmifter to 
\. 0\f be fuch a one, or by true neceflity ufeth fuch a 
!j $a , one, yea or by ignorance thinketh that he fhould 
lli(S; A\ not avoid him, i f he be liimfelf a true Believer, 
• ' c^Z/ i ^ a v e Cod's Covenant fealed to him by the 
11'< fit Sacrament, which fuch a one delivereth : Yea, 
'*J A \ by an Ufurper or meer Lav-man that is in pof-
U y j f , feffion, and miftaken for a Minifter : I f a man 
| J;',-f' (o J, forge his Orders, or intrude uncalled, or bean 
• i ^ f i obtruded ufurping Bifhop, the people cannot a l ' 
'f fC W w a » e s detedt i t : Nor do they lofe their right 
F j j i ^ . j j to God's Sacraments, becaufe the man hath (un-

VJP known to them)'no right to adminifter them: 
But i f they know fuch^an one, they mould not 

1 V ' g ^ o v v n him as a Minifter of Chrift, fo far as to truft 
f f ^ V , their 
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their fouls with him as their Paftor, fat Teaft 
when they may have a better.) And he that fo 
withdraweth himfelf f rom the communion of 
notorious wicked Paftors whom he harh no 
power to caft out, not feparatihg cauflefly from 
others or the Church ftate, feemeth to us to 
have all the following reafons ro excufe him 
from the guilt of Schifm. 

i God hath commanded his fervants to be
ware of falfe or pretended Prophets, and toJd 
us how to know them, by the hurtful fruits o f 
thorns and thirties : And P^/advifeth the Gala-
tians. Colitfians)&c. earneftly to beware ofun-
found Teachers; and the Churches that had 
thofe that taught people to eat things offered 
to Idols, &c. are threatned : And God com-
mendeth thofe that tryed falfe Apoftles,, and 
found them Lyars: Therefore the people in 
fuch cafes as thofe have a trying judgment, in 
order to their practice. And 'Paul warneth the 
Romans to mark thofe that caufe divifions and 
offences (or fcandafs) and avoid them as not fer-
ving Jefus Chrjft but their bellies; and the fore-
named crimes are fcandals. 

2. God hath commanded men to know, love, 
and imitate godly Paftors, Heb. 13.7, 17. 24. 
i jhefi 5 12 13. 1 Tim 5. 17, &C And he 
hath given no man power to fet fuch criminals 
over them as their Paftors, and fo far to de
prive them of the means of falvation as to con
fine them to them. 

3. Though the Apoftles charge [' with fuch no 
not to eat 2 enable not private men to exercife 
Governing difcipline on1 bad Paftors; i t feemeth 
to us to bind them, when the cafe is notorious, 
to difown them. 4. C]pri<zns 
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4. Cyprians conclufion before mentioned is 

jfl known,inviting the feppk to forfake a bad Paftor, 
Picks max imam habct pot eft at em 3rc. And he 
convinceth the people that i f they forfake not 

J^'J fuch they are guilty. 
5. The Chriftian Churches have formerly 

yf J pracTifed i t . -
J f j ^ j l 6. The Law or Canon forbiddeth it to no man 

m England, to defert men, fobeit they will but 
U' remove their dwelling into another Parifh. 

^ Which is an extrinfick Circumftance o f humane 
< jpU Order. . 

7. Even Pope Nicolas in his Decretals, faith, 
r that IPnefts that commit <for nic at ton, cannot 

- * J j have the honour of Priefthood. Yea [ Let no man 
y j hear Mafs of a Prieft whom he certainly knoweth 

. s jf* to have a Concubine or woman introduced ] and we . 
^ hope we may be herein as clean as Fapifts. Yea 

j y ii of Popes he faith f He that by money3 or the 
f.eof id /d^o«r of wew, or Popular, or Military tumults, is 
t f f y intruded into the ' sipoftoUcal feat, without the 
f y * 1 Concordant and Canonical Election of the Cardinals, 

, and the following religious Clergie, let him not be 
; r taken for, a Pop; or sipoftolical, but Afoftatical ] 

A / Caran. i. p. • 93. 395-. . 
/ k 8. 6 * / ^ faith of. the Brit ifh wicked Prielts, 

that they were. Trayfors and not Mmifters o f 
^ jf ^ C£r//r, and that he was not Eximiiis Chnftianus, 

that.would call them Minifters. 
icC- 'x!L 9, Iftdore Peluftota in many Epiftles to Zofimus, 
\cVj\< and other wicked Priefts, hath much to the 
•, y ' likepurpofe. 

10. St. Martin, would not come to the fynods 
J f f o f the Bifhops about him, nor Communicate 

/ c / l \ \ with them at all, becaufc they were fome of 

\t(4> t h c m 

v 
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them, rafli , bad men, and had inftigated 
•Maximus to fubdue the Prifctllian GnojUcksby 
the Sword, and thereby brought Religious 
people that were ftrict, into fufpicion of 
lrijcilhamfm 5 but efpecially he holding that 
Herefie was not to be fo punifhed : And'when 
tofave fome mens lives,he yielded to Max (mm 
once to Communicate with the Bimops, an 
Angel in his way corrected him.and his working 
o f Miracles was diminimed by i t , and he forbore 
their Communion after to the death. Either 
thishirtory is true or not: I f not, when it is 
written by his own Difciple and acquaintance, 
Sulpitim Severm and one of the moft Godly 
and Learned of all the ancient Hiftorians/ and 
by others ; and when Martin is Canonized 
for one of the greateft Saints upon fuppo-
iicion that the Hiftory of his Life and Miracles 
is t r u e , what Church-hifrory ("even that for 
BifhopsJ can we then bel eve ? But i f it be true, 
then one o f the hoheft workers o f Miracles 
fincethe Apoftks, hath affured us, that his fe-
paration from communion with thefe Bifhops 
(though CFuel to Heret'-cRs*, To grofs) was con
firmed by vilion, and, by an Angel frotii Hea
ven, and he forbidden their communion for the 
time to,come: We again mention this, as not 
yet having beard any anfwer to i t . 

11. Our own Canons forbid the people to 
communicate with Mlnifrers for letter faults fas 
private Preaching, ^Sacramenrs Fafts, Conven
ticles, or out .of their own Parilbes, e>c 

12. Mofes the Monk aforementioned, is com
mended by Hiftorians, becaufe he would not be 
ordained by Lncius 3 not becauie erroneous, "but 

becaufs 
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becaufe he had perfecuted others by the coun-

.J tenance of Valens the Emperour : Though his 
j jjM" perfecution extended not to the filencing .of 
$(i thoufands, or hundreds, or very many that we 

; ' ^ r fit read of : And as isaforefaid, he chofe to be or-
0 h d a i r i e d by banimed men. 

1 W°h$ 13. Especially i f men have no obligation to 
that infufficient, heretical, or ungodly Prie.ft,but 
humanes becaufe a Patron prefented h im, or a 
Magiftrate impofed him, or becaufe Parijh-order 
(which is a humane thing of meer convenience) 
wi l l elfe feem violated : When as the avoiding 
o f the danger o f a f a l f e Paftor3 and the guilt o f 
his f in, which by owning him may be incurred, 
and efcaping the great lofs of a faithful Paftor's 
guidance, when we are confcious that we great
ly need i t , are things of greater importance, and 
of Moral and Evangelical Divine obligation : In 
this cafe we cannot prove i t Schifm to avoid a 
wicked Prieft: The Bilhops hold i t a duty to 
avoid a Nonconformift that hath not their L i -
cenfe : But fuch a one as is foredefcribed, hath 
not Chrift's Licenfe, and is a Nonconformift to his 
Laws. 

Again, let it be noted i. That even under the 
Jewifh Law, Magiftrates were not the chufers 
o f the Priefts,but God chofe them by fetling the 
Priefthood on one line. 2. That Chrift hath by 
his Spirit in the Apoftles altered the Priefthood, 
and the way of their calling and entrance undar 
the Gofpel. 3. That the Church ncer a thcu-
fand years was in pofleflion o f that way, and 
many hundred of thofe years the poffeflion was 
univerfal in all the Churches. 4. That the chu-
fing of Bilhops or Priefts by Magiftrates or Lay-

Patrons 



C 1 1 \ } 
Patrons was none o f that way which Chrift ap-
poinred. Therefore feeing it is not the chujing 
or making but the Governing o f Bifhops or 
Pnefts that is committed to Princes^ and Cnnfis 
Jbnwh the firft by which they \mu$ tavern, it: 
feemeth to us that they .cannot oblige the Sub
jects r 0 take up w;th wicked Paftbrs] when bet-
te> are prohibited, and are to be had. 

L X V I I . 21 An thofe times and Countries where 
the allowed Bifhops are corrupted by ignorance, 
hrrdie, ungodlinefs or faction, and ftt them
felves to bring in an unconlclonable corrupt fort 
o f iViinifters into the Churches, and will not 
ordain fit and, confcionable men, or by /hares 
divide the Churches, and caft out the moft 
worthy; and impofefinful conditions on all whom 
they will ordain, it feemeth to us to be no 
Schifm to feek ordination from other Bifhops, 
and in cafe o f neceffity at leaft, to be ordained 
by fuch Presbyters as are either the fble, or 
chief, or equal Paftors in Parochial Churches,' 
(efpecially in Ci t ies ) and to perform the Of
fice of Presbyters Without fuch Bjfhops confent; 
We here, fuppofe fuch Bifhops" had themfekes 
been duely elected and ordained7, ^'yet i . They 
have their power to edification, and not to de
struction. 2'. We are more obliged to Ghrift's 
intereft, and the Churches fafety, than to them. 
God will have mercy 3 rather than Sacrifice, and 
preferreth mens falvation to ceremony orGhureh 
Laws. 3. So the Orthodox forfook'the Arrian 
and other wicked Bifhops: Malignity and wicked-
nefs is poifon in the Clergy as well as Herefte 
and Schifm : So as is a f o r e f a i d , ^ ^ and Martin 
difowned the bad Bifhops that were neer them'; 

fo s 
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fo the Proteftants difowned the Papift Bilhops 5 

And Btigenhagius Pomeranus a Presbyter re-
^ m e d i a n d o r d a i n e d Bifhops in Denmark, Bifhop 
Vihcr himfelf told one of us, that being asked 
£ y n i s Sovereign, whether he found that ever 
rresbyters ordained Presbyters ?he anfwered, 

V - cmft>ew your Majefty more, even where Presby-
bfT ters made Bijhbps, citing the Alexandrian cuftoin 

Out o f ferom to Evagrius. The Judgment o f 
Englijh Bilhops and Divines for the validity o f 
luch Ordination by Presbyters, and of the Ordi 
nation in the Reformed Churches abroad; fome 
o f us have proved heretofore at large. 4. Chrift 

H i ?VDDg m a d e a L a w w h i c h conferred! the Pafto
ral Power on him that is made a due Receiver 
(as the King's Charter doth the Power o f the 
Lord Mayor on him that is duly chofen to k ) 
i t followeth that no more is abfolutely necefTa-
ry to fuch reception of that Power,but that th6 
perfon be duly qualified,and have cvnfent and op-

<P i f f portunity^ and the beft inveftiture which the 
K/y> "me and place wil l afford: O f which Foetid de 
i J J p c r ? " <;afifa P"P«t™, and one of us in a Dif-
WA 'V l U t e f Or*»*tm(o», have "long a g 0 faid that which 
f j j ™ e fuPPore will never be well anfwered. c. And 
WJJ Gronm.de/mperiofumm.Pbm. circa Sacra fan 
•j j . ^ excellent Book; hath fhe wed, that he that is the 
f t / j J P a / o r o f a c h u r c h > i s i n effedt a Bifhop. And 
'K$* / Vv. Hammond (as is faid) in his Differ-
V ^ f a n d dotations afferteth de faih, that in Scri-

F t u r e s o n e B ^ o p without any Presbyter under 
r / j £ " ? W a s f c t l e d ^ each Church ; fo that every 
% V r r o f a particular Church then was a Bimon 
0 W J A f I 3 S ? a n b e P r o v e d 0 And i f that was the 
^ j A Apoftohcal inftitution that every Church have a 

1 Bifhop/ 

/ 
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Bifhop, and that there was no file M e r ^[ 
lean") but Bifhops, then he that is ordained tne 
Paftor, fat leaftfole or chief; o f a particular 
Church is ordained a Bifhop: The reafon is,oe-
caufe his Office and Power followeth the Law 
and Charter of Chrifi that made i t , and not ot 
the inventing Mimflerial Ordainer i f he would al
ter i t , or pronounce i t otherwife, 

L X V I . 22. Not to obey L a y Chancellours 
where they govern the Church by the power 01 
the Keys, decreeing E x c o m m u n ' , c t t i o n

r

S s ! n l o r a -
folutions, and performing the work ofExplora 
tion and Admonition belonging to Bimops m 
order thereto, we take to be no Schifm ; nor to 
refufe fubferibing or fwearing to fuch a Oovern 
" L X V I I . *3> Notfacrilegioufty to defert the 
facred Miniftrv when vowed and confecratea 
t h S v i r % S C l * e r e fuch fins are m a d e ^ 

bound in confeience to deny content^and » o 
tnity thereto, it is the duty ^ M f & f f 
in prime to forbear i W M « » 
c 1 *>vr the reafon is trie lame 
fice or f 0 / ^ ' " ^ e n t y untrue or un-
For example ; K ten or tw y f b f b e d 

righteous forbidden t h i n g s ^ « J ^ m a n y fins 

declared, covenanted, or hvorn•" . b u t t h e 

pracTifed; yea were .t but o , no • ^ • t 0 

whole Miniftrv is bound to deny ConlW j 
any one fuch thing. Now i f f M ™ f o r b i d -
bear or lay down their Office,, 
den by men to exercfe W g f t g g M k he 

, ofa Prince to caft out Ctiriltianuy k a f t t b > 



pleafeth, and to deny God all Publick Worfhip -
and we muft ask leave of Rulers that Chrift 
may be Chrift, and fouls may be faved ; as i f 
the Keys of Heaven and Hell were theirs. None 
that we write for, Proteftants or Papifts, wi l l 
a f l e r t this. 

But i f Ml rriuftnot lay down their Minif t ry , 
w h y muft a thoufand or two thoufand do it rather 
than all the reft ? We fuppofe i t wil l be faid, 
that if a thoufand Jhould refufe Conformity s all 
might continue their forbidden Ministry • but if 
two thoufand only of ten thoufand Jhould deny Con
formity, thefe two thoufand muft lay down, becaufc 
the reft are a competent fupply to the Churches. 

•4nfw. But thefe be but unproved words. 
I . Howfhall we be fure that other mens finning 
wil l abfolve the two thoufand innocent front 
their duty ? I f in the firfi Inftant it be confefled-
ly the equal duty of all, how will the weaknefs 
and fin o f one part change the obligation of ail 
the reft ? 2. I f the Churches be fomehow fup-
pliedby mens lin, wi l l it follow that truth and 
righteoufnefs in founder blamelefs men wil l not 
mend their fupply ? but muft be caft out by 
others fin ? 3. And where can the wi t of man 
ever let bounds to fuch power o f finners ? It 
wil l here be granted us, that i f the moft in France 
conform to Popery, it wil l not difbblige all o-
thers from the exercife of their Miniftry : And 
who then can fay, what thofe untruths and fins 
are which a weak and erring Miniftry maybe 
guilty of, which mail ferve to difoblige the reft ? 
No man here can fet us any certain meafure. 
4. Would it have an honeft found i f it mould 
be faid to the people, The greater part o f .the 

1 2 Min i -



Minifrers by fin ("yea grofs deliberate fin unre-
pented o f ) have procured the liberty of their 
Miniftry ; and they are enow for'you , and there
fore you mult hear none of thole that refuted To 
to fin, and are caft out, e. g, (up; oie it were the 
fubfcribing of the Covenant kgamfi Prelacy that 
were made the Condition of our Preaching here 
by Law : Or fubfcribing to the Divine Right o f 
unordained Elders and their power in Presbyte
rian Clafies : I f moft of the Minifters take that 
Covenant, doth that prove that all the reft i f 
forbidden to Preach muft be filent ? This were 
an eafie way to-introduce any Errour, by for
bidding any but the defenders o f it to Preach ? 
I f fulian might not thus have put down the 
Gofpel, nor V.alen% have put down the Homo-
ctifians (as they called the Orthodox,) nor the 
Papifts fo put down the Proteftants, why may 
Calvinijts or Lutherans fo put down one ano
ther ? As i f I were bound to be a Minifter only 
t i l l other men will fin ! 

Obj . But Juppoje that the fin be dn the fdenced 
Minifters part} and the -other be in the trut . 

Jtnfi i . Then the fdenced Minifters are not 
guiltlefs of the .Schifm. ? . But i f hbefo/if their 
errour be in a Jmall and difficult matter, not 
deferving filencing (as theirs Rom. I J . about 
meats and daies cVc ) it may be • fsxr greater Schifm 
in the filenceis, then in them. 

Obj . But fuppoje it a doubtful cafe, and one 
-party take confentingto be * fin, and the other part 
and the greater take it to be mhe< If you may preach 
on Oedauje you think^that you are in ttenght, then 
poHereiicl^faould.efi'euced. ' M I 

*rtnfs This was anfwered before i . I f men wi l l 
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frill thus confound the Jcire and the effe, or put 
the fiire before, the ejfel they may go on in 
errour, and no reafon can fiJence them. The 
thing is reaty'firft true or fidfc, before it is known 
or thought fo ro be; I f hbetrue, then he that 
thinketh it falie is the delinquent. I f i t be a fin, 
Jt is not mens taking it for ftp f n , that wi l l make 
i t fo, nor difcbl ge the orthodox from their 
'Minif t ry . ;Evt i f it be ho fir.-that is Commanded 
the Noncohjent,rs are in the fault. And i f it be a 
Herefe which f f e ) fiand foi, may be Menced. 

And yet we wil l not dei.v,bur i . the generality 
of th t Minif t iy obtain their Lberty by fom< fmajl 
tollerable fin or errour, and,the founder part be 
few ana ui t.ee: jj.try in that Country, i rude nee 
oblige th th tm to go to fome other p^ace that 
needcth them, and never to excerr f: t l e i r 
Min i fby where in true ieafon it is like to do 
more hurt than good. 

L X I X. 2 5" VV here under any of* the forefcid 
unjiift prohibitions the filenced M'nifters and 
people fhdll gather no dif t ind Churches, but 
only Auditories or Chappels as parts o f .the 
Farijh Churches, ,and that only where there is 
( through the bignefs of the Parifb, or diftance 
from theParifbChurchjOr paucity,or inefficiency, 
or unfaithfulnels ofParifh Pirieifsa ttHejneirjfity, 
not unchurching or feparating from the Parifh 
Church, but owning it and holding Communion 
wi th i t , and promoting the reputation o f the 
true Parifli Minifter. and Communion, and 
perfwading others to the like, we cannot fee 
that this is arty Schifm; but rather their pradife 
who fire and divide mens minds by envious 
clamours againft the innocent, and proudly 
calling others Schifmaticks, I 3 LXX* 
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