e e ey

| ‘ L9o7]

Kingdoms conform to Mofcovie when, . the
Prince commandeth it. And if 1000 or 2000 or
3000 Parifhes muft choofe. the apparent hazard
of their fouls and refufe {uch helps as experience
certifieth us they greatly need, in obedience to
man, why muft not the reft of the Parithes do
foalfo> May I give away the needfull helps ro
my falvation, becaufe others have them, . as if
their falvation might fatisfic me inffead of my
own ?

. 4. We ackndwledge ita very great Mercy of
God, to have a Chriitian Prince, and that every

Kingdom fhould be Chritian, and that Princes

muft do what  they can to accomplifh it 5 And
that thev are the Governours of Paftors as well
as of Phyficians, ( as is aforefaid ) and thac it
is moft defireable that the Church and Kingdom
fhould be commenfurate, and none in their

Kingdoms reject the Gofpel. and that Raftor

or people who will do any thing contrary to
this, or will nor further it with all their power
are great tranfgreflfours, But yet the old faying
is true (owned even by the Papifts, vid; Pet. D¢
Merca, De Egcl.Conft. ) that Ecclefia cft in impe
#io > Aud none but profeffed ceonfenrers are Chri-
fiians: And the Temple is aprifon and not a
Church as men are there forcibly driven a-
gainft their wills, o far is, it from faving the
fouls of any. , A (05 7o
Yet conftraining the ignorant and Heretszal to.
bear found Teachers, we are far from oppofing.
But when Paul hath Gid [ Not a Novice, ] if
Rulers will fil2f e berier Teachers, and fecup
Novices, that are unskilful in that great gm/d
fucred weork, and never felc that work of f;;;»:,
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@ Jove,andbeavenlynefs, on their own {ouls which
gy they muft Preach ro others, this will do more
. hure, than ‘the peoples choice of better men.
¥y - 5.Yeaif men of (uch doctrine could once make
"y Princesand people believe,that the people ought
ey to teceive only fich ‘Paftors: as Princes choofe
#, for them, it may 'do more harm than all our
*1 fets do: For feds cannot caft out religion at
v once ; Nay ufvally they perith themfelves by
~ their own divifions and fhame before they can
 ruime: the Church; Buat Princes might change
( Religion as oft ‘as.the Moon changeth. And
44 1£g00d Princes were but the tenth partas rare,
fity as they thought that faid [ Zn uno annulo ] &e.
W% what then, would become of Religion in the
'y World 2 [ 7% 2 ! -
ey - LIV. And though we profefs  our great
g’y dereftation of Church-Schifins, ‘and our lamen=
tation for the-fad:cafe of thefe Nations, and
the Chriftian wotld, by reafon of them, believe-
ing that Schifm thould be odious to all Chrifti-
Ll anss.yer we are paft doubt thar aggravating
g fomedifferences and breaches paffionately by
. odious names,hathrbeen Schifimatical, by make-
ing the diftancefeem much gredter than it was,
and rendering Diffenters odious:to others, and
teaching  Adverfaries and ignorant perfons, to
réproach men as gailty of more Schifm than
g* they are guilry of indeed. = Among the Papifts,
if they wnite in the Pope, they pafs not for
Schifiaticks or ~Hereticks, who differ in all
thofe many andgreat points, which H. Fowlis,
Montaltns the Jefuits Morals, @8 Clark (on, Erc.
recire, iz, -abont Murder, Adaltery, Fornica-
tion, King killing; feldom Loving God,&c. And
ot : among;
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among us, @ man thar doth byt fcruple certain
Oaths, Subfcriptions, Covenants,Declarations,or
a Ceremony, is charged by fome with Schifm-
LV. The Diffance of Doltrines or Objeitive Re~

© ligion muft be diftinguifheq from the paffion and
_peevithnefs, of Jubjetive diftance of mens minds,

" e.g. Suppofe Grammarians 'differ about a Criti-
cilm (whether Fergilius or Virgilins) ‘be: the
truer fpelling ; and Philafophers differ de wacne;
de definitione [paris, Eermporis, e, | de canfi rorns
Projectorum, ére; and Divines differ of the tran{~
lation of a Text, of the antiquity of the Hebrew
points, of the time of Eafter day, of a Ceremo- .
ny, or Form of Prayer, of the lawfulnefs of a
Lay-Chancellors ufe of the Charch-Keys; Would
not an impartial ftranger fay, How concordant :
and happy are thefe men, thar differ in no grea- .
termateers 2 And if they all fall together by
the ears about  fuch things.as thefe, it is an ag-
gravated Subjective Sohifm, and a thame to fuch
wranglers, who deferve the remedy of ‘{colds s
But fure they chat peaceably and calmly differ
about the aforefaid things, viz, whether ‘we are
bound to Love God once a year » whether the

; Pope may excommunicate” and depofe Kings,

j that will not extirpate all Proteftants. Whether

i ‘ an cxcommunicate King may. be murdered as

e no Kirig, &c 2 thefe are far :more diftant really

in point of Religion, than the other. 18N
LVL And we muft lament that we find in

Church-Hiﬁory,’ and by too ‘much experience, -

‘ - that there hath been, and is in too many Paftors,

* fucha felfi'hnef§ and high efteem of their own

, Judgments, and {0 little fenfe of the commen

ﬁ " weakne(s of mankind, and the lowne(s of our
; : : : : higheft
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. higheft degrees of knowledge, and folittle Love
%7 to others as to themfelves, that by envyand im-

patience, they raife or increafe Schifms in the

Church, by making a cauflefs' outery againft

Schifin, or making litcle differences feem great:

" gregations, who in little matters differ from

% them, becaufe they prefer fome other Teacher
before them, and fay:fomewhat againft their |

_ opinions or ways,do condemn themfelves while
#* they cry down Schifmaticks, and feem not to

| know what manner of {pirit they are of : The

Wifdom from above is firft pare,and then peaceable,
‘and gentle, and eafie to be entreated, full of mercy

. and good fruits, withont partiality and hypocrific 5

and the fruit of righteoufnefs is fowen In peace

¥ by peace-makers: But if there be envying and

firife, it is infernal wifdom, earthly,»fenfual angl

44 devilifh, introducing confufion, and every evnl\
4" work, whether it be found in Fations, Conten—

. tions, Antichurches and Hereticks, or in thofe
. that can bear with no Diflenters, nor receive

%, them that are weak in the faith, but make things

. unncceflary, and their own conceits and wills

the meafare of mens liberties and their cen-
{ures. He that would purfue all as Rebels ina
Ringdom, who interpret not cvery Law alike,
wounld more divide the Kingdom, than all mens

 different expofitions now do.
LVII. We do with forrow confefs that the .

difcards of the people about chufing their Bi-

~ fhops, hath been a great fcandal to Infidels, and

a great difhonour to the Charch, and hath cau-
{ed many lamentable Schifims, not only under
Chriftian Emperours, but Heathen, But it hath

# been

They that cannot bear with Perfons and Con-
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been greétéﬁ about the greateft Prelates, efi pes

 cially she Bithops of Romse, Alexandria, Confrans

2inopley, Anioch,Zc. fince Damafirs got that feat
by Conqueft in- the Church, a multrade of
Schifins have-fallen out even when Princes chal -
lenged the choice, A long time two at once,
fometimes three, and once five or fix Popes li-
ving that were and had been Popes. The Schifin
of the Donatifts was fp eaufed by Bifhop fecup
againft Bithop; fo was that of the foanites at
'Cinﬂantz'nople, and - of Diofcorus av _Alexandria,
and many more. Byt it muft be noted, 1. That
the Electing Bithops-Priefts and Magiitrates
‘bave occafioned thefe Schifins as much, if not
fir more than the Electing- people have done
2. Thur yet Princes for many hundred years af-
ter Conftantines time, did nort think it meet to
prevent iuch Schifins by depriving the People
or Presbyters of their Elecling-power ( much

lefs of Coufeur.) 3. That the Cure muft not be
- by altering Chrift’s inftitution, and the Churches

practice continued oo, ifnot  8oo years, and
with moft or many to this day ; nor by over-
throwing che very Conftitution of Churches,and
the Law of Nature it ¢]f; nor by introducing a
greater evil; as it would be to reach all people
to receive all and only fach Paftors as Princes

every where fhall fet over them, and all Mini~

fters of Chrift to ceafe their Office when men
forbid it them. ; et
LVIIL. Obj. 4. Butif Minifersthemfelves
miff be judges, whether a Magifivare do Jaftly
Silence them, thew none wiil take tﬁemfelw: to bc'
filenced juftly 5 and fo all Herericks will Preach om
42 sstise Rulers thar muft nages 7
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“Anf. 1. when we hear, and read, how the
Papifts deceive the ignorant, by repeating the
. ~queftion, who muft be the judge, it grieveth us t@
find fome Proteftants o unskilful inanfwering
it, when the antwer is fo eafy,that when opened
we hope few fober Proreftants differ in ir,
Judgement is Pubisk.or Privare ; Publik Judge-

ment is either Antecedent by a. Lawgiver .

judging what fhall be commanded and made
- the fugjetts dvtys or confequent by a Fudge [o
/ frriétly called, Judging of Titles, and Crames (in

order to puniftment )according to law; Private

Judgement is either by drbitrarors, Or privar€
Cenfurers, or by cvery mans Curforence difeerning

and judging what is his duty,and ‘whatis fin. .

1. The Sovereign of the World, is the only
Judge, by Legiflarson what thall be the duty
of all mankind, by the Law which he maketh
to bind high snd low, which none may alter or
fufpend. 2 And he is the only forntain of Power
to his Creatmres. 3. And he is the only final,
aéﬁlme,‘ infallible judge. i

2. The Sovereigns of Ringdoms and Commor
wealths, and mafters in their families, are judges
antecedently what fhall be their Subjects duty,
by their Laws fubfervient to Gods : And they
and their Officers receiving power from them
are the Judges Coufegneitly, by Decifion, who
fhall be punifhed as Criminal znd who not, and

who thall be protected in his propriety or

eftate, by the {word of Iuftice.

3. The true Bifhops or Paftors of the Church,
are Guides™ to the people zecording to Chrifts
Laws, in the matters of their Office, and decifive

 fuages, who foall-be taken iny or par ottt of Com=

‘ . mnnio
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munion'y s the refpeltive Churchess
. Every mans Confcience is that Privatk
difcerning fadge of his ewn Duty and fin.( Of.
Arbitrators or Cenfurers we need not fpeak.)
Thisall of us are agreed in : And the queftion
L who fball fadge 7 isftill urged by fome, as if
they thought that {ome man or men muft needs
in all cafes ( of Religion ) be taken for fuch
Abfolure fudges that what ever they Judge, all
fubjects muft obey it. And on this pernicious
fuppofition is built the Popes pretended Infal-
libility, becaufe they think that religion is fal-
lible ( that is, Gods Law ) if the judge ( that is
an sguorant manyor men ) be fallible: :
Burall Proteftants (" at leaft ) are agreed,that
~ all men are Gods [ubjects 5 and that all humane
Power of Legiflation, Judgement and execution
is limited ; and that no manmay judge againft
God orhis Laws: And that men fhould kiew
" Gods Laws,and juftifie them and judge by them,
and condemn all that is againft them; But 0o
man hath power to condemn or contradict Gods
Law it {elf. No man hath power to judge that
there is no God, no Life to come, no Chn_!’r, or
that one word of God is falfe, or to forbid one
thing which God commandeth,or:comimand one
thing which God forbiddeth,no man hath power
to judge that fouls fhall be deprived of fuch
needful Teaching and Sacraments, and publick
worthiping of God, as God hath provided, and
commanded them to ufe ; Nor to forbid Chrifts
faichful Minifters caufelefly to Preach his word,
and worthip him in the Churches, and adminifter
his Sacraments; Nor caufelefly to filence, or

punifly them for {0 doing Therefore in thig (;iﬁ
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our  confciences would not be bound though
ftill we profefs that Gods Law bindeth us not to
} rebel; or-take up arms againft their injuries, but
. patiently o bear them, and pray for our
- perlzcurops, . - : SR e e
- LIX.  Obj. 104 [ay that Rulers may not canfelefly
Jl:nce or prnyb_ [uch: Bat. ftill they are judges.
Whet ber thive becanfs. Sl 8
- Auf. They are fo: For ir is about their
Proper work, Bur they are, Judges {ubjett to
God, to whom-they f{hall anfwer it if they
difobey him. And the. fubjets are private
difterning. fudges, wherher. the Laws of men
contradict Gods Laws fo far.as concerneth their
obe ying or.not obeying them. -, , ,
- We muit (il repear; thar.chie ¢fz is before the
Jeire 5 and the Bing of thé.cafe and Truth,before
the Jndging of it: either the Preacher delerveth
45 4 Stlencing or not, befure you come to judge the
Ko cafe: If he ongir to be filent the Rulers ought
00 judge fo,and do well: If nor,but he be innocent,
or one that ought not to be forbidden his Office,,
RO man hath power from God to judge contrary.
and caufelefly to forbid him; And his conftience
Isnot fornterly bound by that. prohibition ;
Though he muft ftill keep his Lovalty and
fibjection, and his care of the publick peace and
'y welfare, . o i e e
. LX. We conclude again, that {eeing we meet.
with none thac will fay that Rulers may - fudge
that we fball nor worfbip God, or that the Gofpel
Shall nat be preached, or that menmuft obedicntly
ﬁ’ﬁ{/{e Céhrift, or go.to Hell; Nor w"ith-"any'
Chriftian thar will fay that withowr faith and
holnefs we may be faved,we dread the confe-
s ; D quence
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| quence of fich arguing, as taketh this up as the
laft defence, that, [ thofe peoplethat vifibly live
in Senfuality, Drunkennefs, Fornication, Cove-
teoufiiels, Pride, Ungodlyiefs or Grofs Ignorance,
are indeed in a fafe condition for falvation, and
therefore that Préaching - which' fhotld bring
_them to repentance is not neceflary ; But that
| its fafer to continue Ignorant and ungodly, than
E to joyn with the Religious for fear of ‘Schifm :
For we cannot deny- that they that have no o~
ther Medium to defend their' Affercion, that
[ehe Uifelefs nnskilful Miniftry of Novices, which
maketh very few Jerionfly Religions, doth more good
than the contrary, which barh comtrary fucoefs, if
bz by men forbidden] d6 to0 plainly perfivade us.
from our Chriftianity it felf, that is, from ‘the
chiefeft evidence of ies truth and glory -+ For if
chere were no better Chriftians  in- the world,
than fuch unholy perfons before.defcribed 5 and
if Chrift had not a holy peculiar people, of hea-
venly minds and lives, and zealous of ‘good
i ' works, we could never prove (or believe) him
i to be the Chrift that came to fave his people
from their fins. He is not the Phyfician whom
we can truft, that doth not cure men, And if
- they will refolve the cafe into the queftion of
, fait, whether Juch.different iinifters have ufually.
B different (uccefs ¢ and [erions Chriftianity be not
5 much more rare under Reading Novices, and ,
= znex perienced lifele[s men, than under skilful f:f- 1
yious godly Paftors, we are unable to doubt of it \
againit all experience. : [
LXI. Obj. 5. Bt if every man that is proﬂd -
and - beretical mzy fet up.as a Preacher when bf-’ 3
swill, and when any people will chufe hint, Re?‘;
. ‘ $l0

; ‘
L___r_;__’,____._—-/" :
! g s
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Anfw. True ; therefore that muft not be :
1. There are fome previous qualifications fo ef-
fentially neceffary to the Miniftry, that without
them no man is owned as his Minifter by Chrift,
nor fhould be by men. 2. The Ordainers are
o be Judges whether men have thefe qualifi-
cations, 3. The people aré difcerning Judges
which gualified ordained man {or.to be ordain-

their mutnal Confent. 4. If 3’ Hererick or other
Intollerable perfon muft fét upa Preacher ; or if

(after due admonition) to renounce him as un-
3CCCPF31L)\\F of their commimion ; that he may
be thamed and avoided.. 5. If yet he continue
obftinate, and do more harm than good,the Ma-
giftrate is Ruler, and muft reftrdin him,and deny
him leave 1) to Preach in his Dominions; {0 he
do it not by penalties unfuicable to the offence :

uftally more againft Herefies than craelties.)
But Neceffary Fuirhfil Teachers may not on thefe
pretences be caft our.” 2451000 30
LXII. 18 1If the People confcions of their
great Neceflity of Paftoral over- fight and help,
and of Chrift's command to ufe i, do live in a
Parith or Countrey where “they cannot have it
from thofe that the Magiltrace alloweth, eicher
becaufe they caunor perform it for them, or be-
caufe they will nor 5 it is no Schifm for fuch to
feek and ufe it, from worthy though prohibited
men. < R - :
We before fpake of the Schifins of Teachers,

. Ha ly-

Gion will be corrupted, andthe Church confortinded,

_ed) ismeer for them 5 10 fay as it is neceflary to

any-turn Heretick, the Orthodox Churches ‘are-

(Di(—franph’iﬁng, difcountenancing and fthame,do -

and 00w of Hearers, In this cafe men may juft- -
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be conftious of his awn need.

& - f1oo

ly thus argue : [Omr Neceffiry requiveth. Paft oral
ovarfizhts vand Chrift commandeth us to ufe it when
we w2y have it . But, ﬁ'am:t/)i.f Pﬂb[icl{MiniﬂW
swe Gannat have it + Therefore we mufF [eek_it where
we can. That moit men have need of Paftoral
overfight, is certain ; ¢lfe Chrift would not have .

“inftituted it for them: ~And every man fhould

: Thar Chrift hath commanded us the ife of it
s certain ;1. In all thofe Texts which com-
mand the Paftors their general and particalar
duties to.the People, to Preach and be infrant in

* feafon and out, to reprove, rebuke, exhort, O

‘comforz the feeble minded, to vifit the fick,. to
convinge the erroneous, to adminifter the Sacra-
ments, to pray and wor(hip Ged publickly with

‘them, &c. 2. Inall thofe Texts that command

the: People to hear, fubmit to, obey,and imitate

fuch Guides, and vfe fuch Ordinances, “In feve-

ral cafes. the People may poflibly be deprived of
this at home, as from  the -allowed Minifter :
x. When publick. Paftors are at {0 great a di-
ftance from them, as that fuch Paftors cannot
come to them, nor they and their families go 0
far, without fuch inconvenience and grouble, as
will fruftrate, the end of their endeavours: As
in France where the Proteftants muft go twenty
miles, or. ten, to.a Church ; which the weak,
children and aged cannot do, nor the reft. of ‘h‘;.
family without fuch coft and pains, and lofs ©
time as will deprive them of the benefit. - -

- Obj. But yet the Proicftants. there do nok fet ap
‘unbiceufed Churches. - SRt
. Aznf. That isnot asan act of furmal obedicnces
as if they rook it to be anlawful' becaufe probi-

pited;
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bited 5 but in prudence, becaufe the perfecution,
fhould they do ir, would fruftrate their attempe:.
In fuch cafes the old Chriftians met in fecret. -

2. Where Parifhes are fo  great’ thic the
‘allowed Paftors cannor Preach to balfora fourth
Or temrly part of the people; and cannot vifit
half the fick, and Baptize, and adminifter the
Lords Supper as is neceflury ; And “have not
time, if the ignorant, and doubring, and troabled
perfons ‘fhould come to them for Counfel,
refolution or comfort, to fpeak duely to one.

- of twenty of them. In a Parifh of §ooco or

30000, OT 200C0 OF 15:00 Or 10000 fotiles,
how few is it that one or two Minifters can
- perform all the Offices to, publick and private
which the Gofpel requireth Pattors to perform.

3. Where the allowed Paftors are {o ffothful’
or proud that they will not condefcend to thefe’
Offices, of Perfonal help to many thoufunds -
efpeciully of the poor. ke ¥ :
4. Where they are young raw men, oOr
“ignorant of fuch matrers, unable' to counfel
people “as their neceflicies require,in order o
_ their falvation ; and perhaps to do it tolerably
_ina publick Sermon. '

5. Where they are {o prophane and malignant,
that if poor people come'to them with cafes of

confcience, or for counfel what they muftdo to .

be faved, they will bur deride rhém as ferupulous
and precife, and make them believe thar tobe
folicitous about falvation, and afraid of finning,
and ferioufly godly, is but tobe Hypocrites,
melancholy ormad ; And perhaps bend their
Preaching the fame way, / :

6. Whey they are Heretical and not to be’
trufted in poincof faith. ~  H 3 7.And.
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7. And when they are fo Faious and Schif-
matical, as that their Preaching and Conference
tendeth to render other good Chriftians odious,
and ftir 8p men to hate, perfecute, or feparate
from “thesn, and {oto deftroy true Love and
Concord. / g : :

In any of thefe cafes when the people or part -
of .them are deprived of that Paftoral helps
whicli their neceflity requireth, and God comm-
andeth, they may feek it where they can beft
have v e : :

LXi1L Inall thefe cafes it isan unfatisfactory
Anfwer to te]l them that Religion is I@pt‘ up i
the land, and that other pe fons or Parifbes have
what . they. want, or that Order and Obedience
muft be preferred (to their fupply, or that God
can fave them without a Paffor, &c. Forfo
God can [ave the Heathen world without the
Gofpel Preached if he pleafe: And {o you might
perfwade the Poor to famifh, tather than againft
Law to beg ; becaufe if tnoufands of them dye
of Famine, vetorber people are fupplied,and have
pleaty: Oryou mighe tell men that they muft
ufe no Phyfician, though rkey dye for jt, if they
have 1o tolerable one allowed them by the
Magiftrate , becaufe others have .Phyficians
though t42y dye for want of them. 3

What if the Parifh-Prieft could Baptize but
one of many (ornotall: ) Muft the. reft’ be
content to be.unbaptized 2 If not,why muft they
be content without -all publick Preaching and
Worfhipping of God, and the Lords Supper, and
perfonal helps of Paftors which they need ? Pani
thanketh God that he Baptized ‘none of the
Corimhians fave fome few, andfaith, that God

, fore
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[ent him not to Baptize, but to Preach the Gofpel,
And can any man prove then, That if the Parifh
Minifter cannot or will not Baptize his Children
he muft get another to do it;yeaa prohibited Mi-
- nifter rather then they fhould be unbaptized; and
yet that if the ParifhChurch cannot receive him,
_or the Paitor cannot or will not do the Office of

a Paftor for him, he muft be without Preaching,

- Worthipping God, and Paftoral overfight?
: L X I.V. Yet here we muft declare 1, That
in fuch neceflity people muft caeteris paribus,
g)rﬁ feck their fupply in that way thatis moft
r peace, and moft for publick good, and leaft
fcandalous or dividing, and that is moft agreable
to the Rulers will and honour. '
2. That for fome fhort feafonin which his
foul is not apparently hazarded; as alfd in the
tolerable lofs, of {ome meafures. of Paftoral help,

a man muft {fubmic his own perfonal advantage -

_to publick intereft, and may hope that God will

make it up. - As alfo when 1t rendeth.to his pro- -
bable greater. advantage afterward, by pugting -

by fome prefent ftorm : But not fratedly, to be
without Chrifts inftituted ordinances and helps;
e. g. Parith Order is defireable and is' the

- Rulers will : If therefore fupply can be had in

‘a neighbour Parifh for them that want it in
_their own, and by an allowed Minifter rather

than a diillowed, it fhould be chofen, unlefs
the difparity be (o greatas ro_weigh down the

contrary inconvenicaces. And if fora time any
be conftrained to another way, they fhonld do it
. butas an extroardinary neceflity for the prefent
time, till they can be fupplied in the allowed

Parochial way; and avoid!as much as poffibly.

H 4 ‘ they
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they canall waies, though lawful, that encourage
. true Schifins. : PRSI S a2 e
3. And we muft profefs. that if any Preachers
or people, fhall sut of felfconceitednefs, pretend
nece[firy when there is none, their pretence is no -
Juftification of their diforder or difobedience.
‘Magiitrates may regulate us in the Cirzum(Pances
of thofe duties, which the Law of Narzre or
the Gofpel do Command:But if on fuch pretence
of regulating Circumfrances, they will violate or
contradik either the Law of WNature, or the
- Gofpel, and deftroy the duty it (€If, or irs end, We
arenot bound in fuch cafes to obey them, but
muf patiently fuffer, : ' "
LXV. 19. If the Church Laws do exclude
thofe Chriftians that have right, from the Com-
minion of the Church, and their Children from
Baptifim, and do decree rthat they fhall be
excommiicate, and then laid s Gaels, it feemeth
To usno Schifm in thofe perfons, to have no
fuch Communion with that Church which
15 denyed them by the Laws of the Church ;
Nor yet to join themfelves with another Church:
that will receive them. And as we fay of the
Lapifts, that they unjuftly call thofe men Schif-
#zaticks, whom thev ficft caft out themfelves by
unjuft excommunication,fo may we of any others;
Efpécialiy when either for that which is a duty,
- or for fome finall miftake which it isnet in the
-perfons power to rectifie, no greater than moft
good Chriftians are guilty of, the Church Law
fatth ‘that he fhall be ‘xcommanicare ipfo fatio, by
witich h<'is caft our antecedently to any fentence,
or 09 place left for his pardon or forbearance by
tie favour of the Ordinary,  He that is fo Céﬂ
- : . . ouft,
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out,is not the wilfu] Separarift: Nor is he'bound
to continue without, Church Communion, and
Pattoral overfight, T P
L LXVL 20 If thofe sthat live in a Parith
where the [ncumbent by uerer Infofficiency,
Herefie, Ufurpation. Malignity or Wickcdnefs,
15 {uch as men mav not lawfully own, or commit
the Pafteral Conduct ind careé of their fouls fo,
thall defire the Pafioral care of the next Parifh-
Minifter, and communion in that Parifb Church,
and may not be admitted, but all other Parifh-
Minifters are by Canon commandedto refufe them,
andto tyrss them home to their own Pd'r,i/b—}’rieﬁf:
and Churches, o that they muft either commit |
their fouls to fuch uncapable perfons, and own
them as Chrift’s Minifters, or have none at al}, \
we dare not charge thofe perfons with Schifin, if
they commit the care of their fouls to worthy
~ordained men, though not allowed but prohibit=
ed by the Magiftrate :  For the reafons before
- given.Yea if they know that Church- Laws forbid -
all other . Pavifi- Priefts 1y receive them, WE {ee
- not that they are firft bound to ¢ffer themfelues
to fuch as profefs obedience ro thofe Laws.

Obj. 1. Bur [ome take a meer Reader for #i-
capable that cannot preach, or ae that cannot pray.
without Book ) or a yonng man that is not abis to
refolve donbts, or cafes of confeience : bur onr Ca-
Y non 7. faith, that the Sacraments are equally ef-

feGual, whether they be adminifired by a Preacher

97 ho Preacher. . Ry

<Asf. 1. By an uncapable perfon we mean foch
351 mtrely #unable to peform’ the Pafferal du-
r:es whieh Ch;ift huth commanded, and mens
fonls greatly need ~(which among others Dr.
o i Hamwond
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Hammond in his Annotar. hath well deferibed.)
Ifbare Reading were fufficient Ability, every
Boy or Artificer were fafficient that can read.
Bare Reading will egcourage no man to take
any one for his Phyfician, or Lawyer ; and foul-
conduct is a matter of greater importance, and
needeth as mach skill and honefty.

2. It is not the validity of the Sacrament that
isall that is to be looked at: R10d faftum va-
let [zpe fleri pop debnir, Men maft avoid fin as
well as Nullities in Sacrameats : We take it to
bea fin to own a man as Chrift’s Minifter who
isnone, through uteer incapacity : Yet we know
that Reading is a fort of Preaching, and chat all
Presbyters, where one Church had many, did
not publickly and conftantly Preach in the antient
Churches: Buc they were godly men capable of
other Minifterial Offices to the People, to pray,
counfel and direct them, which muft be regard-
ed as well as Sicraments. He that can admi-
nifter a Sacrament that’s valid, may be unfic for
men o take for their Paftors or Guides.

3. Thereisa double work of Sacraments to
which they may, be called Effetaal : one i
God’s owi collation of our Covenant-right to the
promifed Benefits, wiz., Pardonand Salvation : To
this we believe that the Sacrament is effeétual to
meet receivers, when it is {o delivered as to be
no Nallity ; and {0 many heretofore thought
that Baptifin delivered by a Lay-man is ‘effer_ﬂ:ua_l,
that is,not Null, but invefteth the perfon in his
Covenant Relation; and vyet that ic isunlawful,
for a Liy-mia to adminifter it, or others to de-
fire it ofhim: = The other work of the Sacra-
DL 4s 0 152 Peoples heares, to which the mi’;;
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ner of adminiftring much contributeth; as expe=
. tience proveth, :

4% Obj. But Sacraments operate not. as Lawyers
oy, and P/f}ﬁfidm do, by the skill of the Minifter, but,
! by.God’s grace and. bleffing.

i , cording to the aptitude of means morally, as
., conftant experience proveth : And the word
#® which is ufed in the Sacramental adminiftration,
". muft be regarded, and fo muft other waies of
" teaching as well as by Sacraments. 2. And we
- cannot e¢xpe@ God’s blefling in a way of fin,
when we own one for our Paftor whom we
-ought not. :

lg Obj. But fome take a man to be nncapable if he
8 be but a [inner wor[e than ordinary, as a drunkard,
| bl T
 Jornicator, [wearer, perjured, a [fearnersat diligence
in Religion, Gre. whereas the Minifters. fin depri=
veth not' the peopic of the benefir of God’s Ordi-
nances. ’ : :
¢ <n[. 1. He that not knowing the Minifter to
bgt‘dn " be fucha one, or by true neceflity ufeth fucha

;{Jc‘ic‘ﬁ not avoid him, ifhe be himfelf a true Believer,
acfamﬁl may have God’s Covenant fealed to him by the
.,_ I"f‘ Sacrament, which fuch a one delivereth : Yea,
"’M by an Ufurper or meer Lay-man that is in pof=
4, Wy feflion, and miftaken for a Minifter: 1f-a man
f-‘-s;f‘zsw' . forge his Orders, or intrude uncalled, or be an
hc“d ;bi obtruded ufurping Bifbop, the people cannot al
'f"'c:gg‘t?ﬂ waies dete it: Nor do they lofe their right
aﬁ‘"’ \p.ﬁ to God’s Sacraments, becaufe the man hath (un-
I’P‘J}:Wdf known to them) ‘no right to adminiffer them :
t,‘,“;;;ﬂs‘a,y But if they know fuch an one, they fhould not
[‘,'cbcr 94’:‘, own him as a Minifter of Chrift, {o far asto truft
f;f, dl;{yl : their
.'h ’A(/ ¢ 3 ‘
i

el

Anf. 1. But God’s grace ufeth to work ac-

o bE si one, yea or by ignorance thinketh that he fhould .
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their fouls with him as their Paftor, (at leaft
when they mavy have a better.) And he that fo
withdraweth himfelf from the communion of
notorious wicked Paftors ‘'whom he hath no
power to caft our, not feparating - cauflefly from
others or the Church-ftate, féemeth to us to
have all the following reafons to excufe him
from the guilt of Schifm, = °

1-God hath commanded his {ervants to be-
ware of falfe or pretended Prophets, and told
us how to know them, by the hurtful fruirs of
thorns and thiftles : And Paxladvifeth the Gala-
tians, Coliffians, &e. earneftly to beware ofun-

- found Teachers; and the Churches that had
thofe that taught people to eat things offered
to Idols, &c. are threatned : And God com-
mendeth thofe thac tryed falfe Apoﬁ!es,‘ar{d
found them Lyars: Therefore the peOple‘}ﬂ‘
fuch cafes as thofe have a trying judgment, In
order to their practice. And Pawl warneth the
~ Romans to mark thofe that caufe divifions and
offences (or fcandals) and avoid them as not {E’_rf
ving Jefus Chrift but their bellies; and the fore-
named crimes are [candals,

2. God bath commanded mer; to know, 10;’:’
and imitate godly Paftors, Heb. 13.7, 17. =
ITofi § If__ Igy. 1 Tim 50 17, &e. f‘_‘”‘! ’h]C
hath given no man power to fet fuch criminals
over them as their Paftors, and fo fur to de-
prive them of the means of falvation as to con-
fine them to them. ; 5

3. Though the Apoftles charge [ with fuc .’;f’
#o¢ to ear ] enable not private men o €xercl g
Governing difcipline ontbad Paf’fﬂ}rs,_ i1t feemett
to us to bind them, when the cafe is nororiots,
to difown them. 4. Gprians




[109]

4. Cyprians conclufion before mentioned is
known,inviting the people to forfake a bad Paftor,
Plchs maximam habes poteftatem &c. And he
| convinceth the people that if they ‘forfake not
M fuch they are guilty. , .
5. The Chriftian Churches have formerly
PractiRicear s St 22
© 6. The Law or Canon forbiddeth it tono man
in England, to deferc men, fobeit they will but
remove their dwelling into  another Parifh.
Which is an_excrinfick Circumftance of humane
Orde_rf e e Ak S5
7. Even Pope Nicolas in his Decretals, faitl,
that { Priefts thar commit. \jo%nig}zf;an, cannot
have the honour of Pricfthood, Yea [ Let no ma7
bear Mafs of @ Pricft whom. /Je’_c“ei“tpftﬂl)kﬂowt’th,
to bave a Concubine or woman introduced ] and we
hope we may be herein as clean as Papifts. Yea
‘of Popes he faith [ He that by mouey, or the
fawour of men, ov. Lipular, or Milstary tumults, 1
‘intruded into the _Apoffolical feat, without the
Concor dant and Canonical Eletion of the Cardinals,
. 'ﬂﬂld'tbf ﬁ:llowing z’.i’lt;gia_;z«{.g_,CleVgif, let him not be
fnk;'ﬂ for a Pope or Apaﬁ olical, but ﬂ‘p‘oﬂ'ﬂtiml 1
Carar, 2..p.293. 395, 1 (o oo
'8, Gildss faith of the Britifh wicked Priefts,
that they were . Trajrors and not Mimfters of
Chrift, and that he was not Eximigfgkf‘co/arzjfianﬂ;,
that.would call them Minifters. : "
" 9uIfidore Pelyfiora in many Epiftles to Zofimus,
~and other wicked Priefts, hath much to the
like purpofe. .~ = : %<3
X0, St. Martin, would not come to the fynods
of: the Bifhops about him, nor Communicate
with them at all, becaufe they were fome of
them

I
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them, rath, bad men, and had inftigated
LMazximus to {ubdue the Prifcillian Gpofticks by
the Sword, and thereby brought Religious
people that were firi@, into fufpicion of
Prifeillianifm  but efpecially he holding that .
Herefie was not to be (o punifhed : And ‘when
to fave fome mens lives,he vielded to Maximus
once to Communicate with the Bithops, an
Angel in his way corrected him.and his working
of Miracles was diminifhed by it, and he forbore
their Communion after” to thé death. Either
this hiftory is - true or not: If nor, whenic is
written by “his own Difciple and acquaintance,
Sulpitins Severus and one of the meoft Godly
and Learned of all the ancient Hiftorians, and
by others ; and when Aarin is Canonized
for one of the greateft Saints upon fuppo-
ficion that the Hiftory of. his Life and Miracles
s true , what Church-hiftory ( even that for
Bifhops) can we then belicve ? Bur if it be true,
then one of the holieft ‘workers of Miracles
fince the Apofiles, hach aflured us, that his fe-
paration from’ communion with thefe Bifhops
(though cruel to Hereticks, To grofs) was con-
firmed by . vifion; and_ by an.Angel fror)ii'HCil-

-ven, and he forbidden their communion for the

time to.come. We again mention  this, as not
yet'having beard any anfwerto it. .= ° ¢
t1. Our own Cinons forbid the people, to

communicace with. Minifters for lefler faults (as

private Preaching, Sacraments, Fafts, Conven=

ticles, or out of their own Parifhes, &c.
2 J 3

12, Mofes the Monk aforenfentioned, is com-
mended by Hiftorians, becaufe he would, not:be
ordained by Lacius ; not becanfe erroncous, but
' becaufe
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becaufe he had perfecuted others by the coun-.
tenance of Valens the Emperour :  Though his
perfecution extended not to the filencing of
thoufands, or hundreds, or very many that we
read of : And as isaforefaid, he chofe to be or-
dained by banifhed men. : '

- 13, Efpecially if'men have no obligation to

" that infufficient, heretical, or ungodly Prieft, but

§ humane, becaufe a Patron prefented him, or a

- Magiftrare impofed him, or becaufe Parifi- order
(which is a humane thing of meer convenience)

will elfe feem violated : When as the avoiding -
of the danger of a falfe 'Paftor, and ‘the guilt of

his fin, which by owning him may be incurred,

and efcaping the great lofs of a faithful Paffor’s . g
guidance, when we are confcions that we great- AN
ly need it, are things of greater importance, and

of Moral and Evangelical Divine cbligation : In
this cafe we cangor” prove it Schifin to avoid a
wicked Prieft : The Bifhops hold it a duty to
avoid a Nonconformift that hath not their Li-
cenfe : But fuch a one as is foredefcribed, hath
not Chrift’s Licenfe ;and is a Nonconformift to his
Laws, =~ fCHL f

Again, let'it benoted 1. That even under the
Jewifh Law, Magiftrates were not the chufers
- of the Priefts,but God chofe them by fetling the
Priefthood on one line. 2. That Chrift bath by
his Spirit in the Apoftles altered the Priefthood,
and the way of their calling and entrance under |
‘the Gofpel. 3. That the Church neer a thou- |
fand years was in pofleflion of " that ‘way, and
many hundred of thofe years the ‘pofleflion was
univerfal in all the Churches. 4. That the chu-
fing of Bifhops or Priefts by Magiftrates or Lay-
= ' % Parrons
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Patrons was none of that way which Chrift ap<
pointed. . Therefore {eeing it is not the chufing
~or making, but the Gaveming of Bifhops or
Pricits thar is commitced ro Princes, and Chrift’s
Law is the ficlt by which they. muft - govern, It
feemeth to us that they cannor oblige the Sub-
Jects to tuke up with wicked Paftors, when bet-
tex are prohibited, and are to be had. :

LXVIL 2 1.In'thofe timés and Countries wheré
the allowed Bithops are corrupred by ignorance,
herefie, urgedline(s or fa@ion, and fer them=
felvcs' to bring inan unconicionable corrapt {ore
of Minifters into the Churches,  and will (not
orddin fit ard confcionable men, or by fnarés
divide the Churches, and caft out the moft
worthy; and impofe finful conditions on all whom
they will ordain; it feemeth to us to’ be no
Schilm to feek ordination: from!other Bifhops,
and in cafe of necefficy at leaflt; to be ordained
by fuch Presbyters as are -either  the fole; or

chief, or equal Paftors in Parochial Chur¢hes;

(efoecially in Cities ) and to perform the Of-
fice of Presbyters without fiichi Bithops confent:
. We here fuppofe fuch Bifhops had themfelves
been duely elected and ordained, +iyet 1. They
have their power to edification, and mot to _deij
firuction, 2, We are more obliged to Chrift’s
ntereft, and the Churches fafery, than ro them,
.God will have mercy, rather than Sacrifice; and
preferrech mens falvation to ceremony orChurch
~Laws. 3. So the Orthodox forfook the Arrian
and other wicked Bifhops: Malignity and wicked=-
nels is poifon in the Clergy as well as Herefie
and Schifim : So as is aforefaid, #4ofes and Martin
difowned the bad Bithops that were neer _t.h,fmr’ 5
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. 1o the Proteftants difowned the Papift Bifhops ;

nd Bugenbagiys Pomeranns a Presbycer re-
formed and ordained Bithops in Denmark, Bithop

by his Sovereign. whether hc found that ever
P resbyters ‘ordained Presbyrters 2 he anfwered,

*ers made Bifbops, citing the _4lex andrian cuftom
. outof Zerom to Evagrius. The Judgment of
- Englifn Bithops and Divines for the validity of
fuch Ordination by Presbyters, and of the Ordi-
¢ Dnation'in the Reformed Churches abroad;--fon_‘ne
il of us have proved heretofore at large. 4. Chrift
- having made a Law which conferreth the Pafto-
- ralPower on him that is made a dus Receivar
 (as the King’s Charter doth the Power of the
. Lord Mayor on him that is duly chofen to it)
1t followeth that no more is abfolutely necefla-
perfon be duly qualified,and have confent and op-
i portanity, and the beft inveftiture which the
time and place will afford : OF which Puerivs de
) defperata carfa Paparus, and ore of vsina Dif-
prreof Ordination, have Tong ago faid that which
we ﬁippoﬁ: will never be well anfivered. 5. And
Grotins de 'Impen'o [rzmm. Poteft. civca Sacra (an
excellent Book) hath fhewed, thatr he that is the
fole Paftor of a"Chu rch, is in effect a Bithop. And
indeed Dr. Humnsond (as is ‘faid) in his Differi
| and Annotarions afferteth de fafts, that i Serjz
49 btures one Bithop without any Presbyter under
1M Wag fetled ineach Church ; o that every
aftor of a particalar Chorch- then was 3 Bifhiop
(as far as can be proved :) And if that was” the
 Apoftolical infitution that every Church have a.
e W0 3 Bithep;

Viher himfelf told one of us, that being asked

I can foeyy your Majefty more, cven where Presby-

Iy to fuch reception of that Power,but that thé
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Bifhop, , and that there was no fole Paftor (at
leaft) but Bifhops, then he that is ordained the
Paftor, (at leaft fole or chief) of a partiCUlar
Church is ordained a Bifhop : The reafon-is, be-
caufe his Office and Power followeth the Law
and Charter of Chrift thar made it, and not of
the invefting Minifterial Ordainer if he would al=
ter it, or pronounce it otherwife.

LXVL 22. Not to obey Lay- Chancellours
where they govern the Church by the power 0
the Keys, decreeing Excommunications and Ab-
folutions, and performing the work of Explora-
tion and Admonition belonging to Bifhops 10

* order thereto, we take to be no Schifm 3 nor to
refufe fubfcribing or fwearing to fuch a Govern-
ment. :

LXVII. 23. Not facrilegioufly to defert the

facred Miniftry when vowed and confecrared
thereto, is no Schifin.

LXVIL 24. Where fuch fins are made the
Condition of Miniftratton by men 1o power, as
that all the whole Miniftry of a Kingdom ar€
bound in confcience to deny confent and confor-
mity thereto, it is the duty of all the Mikifiry
in primo inftante, tO forbear their Minifterial
fice ot none 5 for the reafon s the fame to all
For example ; If ten or twenty untrue O un-
righteous forbidden things, muft be {ubfcribed,
declared, covenanted, or {worn, or as many fins
practifed; yea were it but one, NO doubt but the
whole Miniftry is bound to deny Conformity to
any one fuch thing. Now if all_thefe mul for-
bear or lay down their Office, becaufe forbl_d:
den by men ro exercife it then it is inthe pov et

, ofa Prince to caft out Chriftianity YHEMEE
: : rplcaftth,

L\ e i e e B e R

"\‘



{r15]
pleafeth, and to deny God all Publick Wotfhip 5
and we muft agk leave of Rulers that Chrift
may be Chrift, and fouls may be faved ; as if
the Keys of Heavenand Hell were theirs, None
that we write for, Proteftants or Papifts, will
aflere this, ,

But if /! niuft not lay down their Miniftry,
Why muft a thoufand ot twa thonfand do it rather
than all the reftz We fuppofe it will be faid,
that if a thoufand fhould refufe Conformity, z{!
might continue their forbidden Miniftry 5 but if

two thoufand only of ten thonfand [lhosld deny Con- -

formity, thefe fwo thoufand muft Lay down, becazfc
the veft are a competent fupply to the Churches.
<nfiv. But thefe be but unproved words.
1. How fhall we be fure thar other mens finning
will abfolve the two thoufand innocent frox}x
their duty 2 Ifin the firft Zuffant it be confefled-
ly the equal duty of all, how will che \vcakne@
and fin of one part change tlfe obligation of ail
the reft? 2. If the Churches be fomehow {up-
plied by mens fin, will it follow thac truth and

righteoufnefs in (ounder blamelefs men will not

mend their fupply 2 but muft be caft out by
others fin 2 3. And where can the wit of man
ever {er bounds to fuch power of finners. 2 It
will here be granted us,thatif the moft in France
conform to Popery, it will not difoblige all o-
thers from the exercife of their Miniftry :* And
who then can fay, what thofe untruths and fins
are which a weak and erring Miniftry may be

- guilty of, which fhall ferve to difoblige the reft 2

No man " here can {et us any certain meafore;

4- Would it have an honeft found if it fhould

be faid 1o the people, The greater part. of the
: | &5

Mini=,
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Minifters by fin (yea grofs deliberate fin unre-
pented of) have'procured the liberty of their
Miniftry 5 and rbey are enow for )m',' ‘and there-
fore you muft hear none of thoie that refufed (0
to {in, and are caft out, e, £.fupyole it were the
{ubferibing of the Covenant agusifi Prelaey that
were made the Condition of cur Preaching here
. by Law : Or fubferibing to the Djwire Right of
unordained Elders and their power in Presbyte-
rian Claffes : If moft of the Minifters ‘take that
Covenant, doth that prove that all the reft if
forbidden to Preach muft be filent 2 This were
an eafie way tointroduce any Errour, by for-
‘bidding any but the defenders of it to Preach 2
If fulian might not thus ‘have put down the
Gofpel, nor Valens have put down the Homo-
onfians (as they called the Orthodox,) nor the
Papifts {0 put down the Proteftants, why may
Calvinifts or Latkerazs {o put down one ano-
ther 2 - AsifI weré bound to be a Minifter only
till other men will fin !~ R0 gk
Obj. Bat fuppofe thar the fin be on the filenced
Mizifters part, and the other be in the trat .
Anf 1. Thenthe filenced Minifters are not
"_guiltlefs of the Schifm. 2. But ifit be fo, if their
errour bein a fmwall and dyficwds matter, not
deferving filencing (as theirs Romz. ‘15, about -
meats and daies &c ) it'may be - far greazres Schifm
in the filencers, then in them. ' : .
Obj. But [uppofeit a doubtful cafe, and one
party take confenting to be a fin, avd the other pm’f
andthe grearer 1ake irto be none; If yon may preacs
on becanfe you think that you are iz theright, then
no Hererick (bonid: e filenced. - s
Anf. This was aniwered béfore 1. If men z:llll

-
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~ . fill thus confound the feire and  the ¢ff, or put,

the feire before the efz, they may go on in
errour, and no reafon can filence them. ThE
thing is realy firft z7ue or fulfe, before it is know?
Ot thonght {0 to be; If it be #77¢, then he that
Ehmkcthﬁit,,fa](e is the delinquent. If it be a fin,
At is not mens takirg it for no fin, that will make
It fo, nor difchbiige. the orthcdox trom. their
~ ‘Miniftry., Butif it be #o finthat is Commanded

‘the Nonconfenicrs are in the fault. And if it bea

Herefie which 14¢y ffand for, may be tlenced:
., And yet. we will not denv,bur'if thff??ﬂ?’,ah}?’

of theMiniftry obrain their iberty by fome¢ fma,l
tollerable fin or errour and,the founder part’be
few_ang sinecfary in thar Country, Fredence
_obligeth them to go to fome other place that
.needeth them, and never to excerc e " their
Misiftiy  where in true reafon it islike to do
more burt than good.. vy
- LXTX 25 Where under any of the forefiid

unjuft prohibiions the filenced Minifters and
people fhall gather no diftin&t Churches, but
only Auditories or Chappels as parrs of the
Parifs Churches, .and that only where thereis
( through the bignefs of the Parifh, or diftance
from theParifhChurch,or paucity,or infi fliciency,
or unfaithfulnefs of Parifh Priefisa ri we neecffiry,
N0t wnchurcihing or {eparating from the Farith
Church, but owning it and holding Communion
with it, and promoting the reputation of the
true Parifh Minifter. and Communion, and
- perfwading others to the like, we cannort fee
that this is any Schifin; but rather their practife
who fire and divide mens minds by envious
clamours againft the innocent, and proudly
‘Qal\lmg others Schifmaticks, = I 3 LXX.
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