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~ . fill thus confound the feire and  the ¢ff, or put,

the feire before the efz, they may go on in
errour, and no reafon can filence them. ThE
thing is realy firft z7ue or fulfe, before it is know?
Ot thonght {0 to be; If it be #77¢, then he that
Ehmkcthﬁit,,fa](e is the delinquent. If it be a fin,
At is not mens takirg it for no fin, that will make
It fo, nor difchbiige. the orthcdox trom. their
~ ‘Miniftry., Butif it be #o finthat is Commanded

‘the Nonconfenicrs are in the fault. And if it bea

Herefie which 14¢y ffand for, may be tlenced:
., And yet. we will not denv,bur'if thff??ﬂ?’,ah}?’

of theMiniftry obrain their iberty by fome¢ fma,l
tollerable fin or errour and,the founder part’be
few_ang sinecfary in thar Country, Fredence
_obligeth them to go to fome other place that
.needeth them, and never to excerc e " their
Misiftiy  where in true reafon it islike to do
more burt than good.. vy
- LXTX 25 Where under any of the forefiid

unjuft prohibiions the filenced Minifters and
people fhall gather no diftin&t Churches, but
only Auditories or Chappels as parrs of the
Parifs Churches, .and that only where thereis
( through the bignefs of the Parifh, or diftance
from theParifhChurch,or paucity,or infi fliciency,
or unfaithfulnefs of Parifh Priefisa ri we neecffiry,
N0t wnchurcihing or {eparating from the Farith
Church, but owning it and holding Communion
with it, and promoting the reputation of the
true Parifh Minifter. and Communion, and
- perfwading others to the like, we cannort fee
that this is any Schifin; but rather their practife
who fire and divide mens minds by envious
clamours againft the innocent, and proudly
‘Qal\lmg others Schifmaticks, = I 3 LXX.
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LXX. 26, We have greatly lamented the
truc Schifmatical difpofition of fome religioufly
affected perfons, who make their fingularities or
lictle differences, the occafions of unchriftening,
#nchirching Or degrading thofe that are wifer
than themfelves, and rumning away from one
another on pretence of difcipline, and avoiding
fin. But yet we hold that gentle forbearing
tolerable differences, even in diftinét Churches,
guilty of Schifim,fo they be kept from unpeace-
able reviling of others, is a meeter way to avoid
the mifchiefs, than with prifon, fword or fire to
exafperate them. It is noted that ZVefforsus the
Heretick was the firft tharp perfecutor of the
Novatizns . But moft of the better Bifhops to-

lerated them, as did the Emperours : And twWoO

prudent gentle Bithops of Conffantinople, Atticus
and Proclus, reduced the foannites, and lenified
other divided Parties, which the fiercer men
had made and kept up by their violence.

SECT. VIL

Some Matters sf Faét preparatory to the
rue Application of what s
before Liid dowan.

L S E muft crave that juftice of the Reader
V “as to note, that hitherto we have fpo-
ken but of the Doétrinal parr about Schifm, no!t
applying it to Englaud or any others ‘Nor {h;n
we now any otherwife apply it,than to lay dvf_c !
{ome little parc of the Mattersof Fatt; W Hh
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[119] |
the Nonconformifts are confidering to help o-
thers to apply it without miftake, as they fhall
fee caufe. : :

We wtend not, in this, the determination of
the points in matter of right; ncr do we here
tell men (unlefs on theby in the ftating of fome
few queftions,) what it is that we account good
or evil, much lefs do we here give the proofs or
reafons of our Caufe: That is the thing for
which we greatly defire the allowance of our
Superiours ; But muff not unneceffarily prefume
to do it, left we difpleafe_them s though we
hear that fome of them take us aspot fincere,
for keeping up a difference, and glving no more
reafops of it : The thing which we {fo greatly
defire leave to do, but dare not be {0 bold yet
as to venture by it to difpleafe them, who con-
demn us for not doing it, left theiranger would
be tharper to us if we do jt: {0 great is our
difficulty between this Scy/la and Charybdis.

But we hope we may adventure to open
fome part of the Matter of Fail, which Con-
formity and Nonconformity are concerned in,

~ that o men may conjecture at the Cafe them-

felves ; which will be no reflexion on the
Government ( barely to tell whar they com-
mand,) nor a challenging any of our Superiours
to a difputation, nor a charging them as fanlty
that cannot bear it.

1 1. Matters

=
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t. Matters of Falt to e Soreknown, tothe
L trueanderflandsng of the Canfe.

e A
.

L7 HE root of the difference between the
: Old Nonconformifts ‘and the Conformift s,
was that one f{ort thoughe ‘they fHould’ ftick to
the meer Scripture Rule ‘and fimplicity, and go
far from all additions which were found invent-
ed or abufed by the Papifts, in Doctrine, Wor-
fhip- and ~ Government; ‘and the other fide
thought that they fhould fidw ‘more’ reverence
- to the cuffoms of the ancient Church, and re-
tain that which was not forbidden in the Scrip-
ture, which, was introduced before the ripenefs
of the Papacy, or before the year 60 at leaft,
and which was found "lawful in the "Roman
Chureb, and common to them with the Greek,
that'we might not feem fingular, odd and hu-
moreus, or to go further from the Papifts than
reafon and neceflity drave us. ' And the'Laity
feemed no where fo fenfible of the difference, as
between the way of Ceremany, and unceremonions
fimplicity, and the way of our many’fhort Li-
turgick Prayers and Offices, and the way of
Jree-pray:ng from the ‘prefent fcnfe"a‘rtlld-habyts
of the fpeaker ; while pacificators thought both
{cafonably good. - s :
" 2. The fad eruption of this difference among 3
the Exilesat Framkford while Dr. Cox and Mr. !
Forn and their party, firove for the E“gm_h
Liturgie, and the other party firove againft it
_for the freer way, is atlarge reported in a book
called the 1rosbles ar Frank ford, ; G
> 23 Quechy
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3. Quieen Elizabeth and King Fames difcoun-
tenancing and fupprefling the Nonconformifts,
theyattempted in Norrhamtonfbire and Warwick-

Jhive a” lictle while to have fev and kept up
. private Churches and: governed them in the

- Presbyterian way; But that atrempr ‘'was foon
broken and frafirate by the indufiry of Bifhop
Whitguift and Bancrofe = And the Nonconformifts
- lived'according to'theit” various opportunities :

~ fome of them corforied: fome were by conni-

vence permitted in ‘peculiars and: fmall impro-
priate ‘places ;, or -Chappels th?tkuhad .ht_t]c
maintenance, in the ' publick Minifiry -which
kept them from 'gathering fecret Churches
fome of them had thigsTiberty ‘a:great part of
their lives, as Mr. ‘Hildfloam;Mr! Dod;Mr. Her=
ing, Mr, Paget, Mr.. Midfley fenioroand' junior,
Mr. Langley,Mr. Siater;and Mr. /5 at Evemichans
Mr. Tailor, Mr. Patemin,> Mr. ‘Paul:Bayze;Mt.

Fox of ' Tewksbury; fobn Fox, and cmany more.

_Some had this Jibertysall their lives, as Mr.
Kaewfibs, Dr. “Chadderron, Dr. - Reignolds DI.
Humphrey, Mr. Perkins, Mr. fobn Ball, Mr.
Barnet, MIr, Geeree; "Ml Rooty Mr. . drkins Mr.
Gilpin, "John Rogersand many others : fome
were. fain to thift up and down by hiding them-
felves, and by flight, and- thele preacied fome-
times fecretly in the honfes where they were,
and ' fometime publickly for a day. and away,
where they could be ‘admitted:s do-did “Mr.
Parker,Mr. BradfbawMr: Nicols,Mr. Brightman,
" M. Bramskil, Mr. Hamphrey Fen, Mr.  Sutchiff,
Mr., “Thomas; and many more; and after their
filencing Mr Cotton, Mr. Hooker, and many more
that wentto America, Mr. Cartwright was

per=*
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permitted in the Hofpital at Warw;ck, Mr. Har-
vey, and Mr. Hind at Bunbery in Chefbire,and ma-
ny more kept in (having fmall maintenance) be-
ing in peculiar or priviledged places : Mr. Rath-
band, Mr. Angier, Mr. Jobnfon, Mr.Gee, Mr.Han-
cock,, and many others oft filenced, had after li-
berty by fits. Mr. Bowrse of Adancheftery Mr.
Broxholm in Darbyfbire Mr .Cooper of Huntington-
[Pire (at Elton) and many others fuffered more,
and laboured more privately. Dr. Ames Was
invited to  Framekers , fome were further
alienated from the Englifp Prelacié,and feparatfd
from their Churches, and fome of them called
Brownifts, were {o hotat home, that they were
‘put todeath ; Mr. Ainfworth, fobnfon, Robin/o?
and others fled beyond feas, and there gathered
Churches of thofe that followed them s and
broke by divifions among themfelves. The old
Nonconformifis being moft dead, and the later
gone moft to America, we cannot learn chat 1n
1640 there ‘were many. more Nouconforis!]

Minifters in England, than therebe Counties, if

{o many.

4. The Conformifts' fhortly fell into diffenfion
among themfclves, “efpecially about three
things, Arminianifm (as it was called ) and
Conciliation with the Church of Rome, and Prero
gative: Dr. Heylin in the Life of ArchBifhop Laud
doth fully open all thefe differences, and tells us
that Archbithop Abbor was the Head of one
party, and in point of Autiarminianifm qven
ArchbifbapWhitgife before him, with Whitaker
and others had made the LambethArticlesdriven
the Arminians from Cambridge : Ring fames ha

difeotntenanced them in Holland, andfent fix
pivines
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Divines to the Synod of Dorz, who owned and
. helpt to form thofe Articles: And he tells us
. that Bifhop Lazd had no Bifhops on his fide but
Bithop Neale, Bithop Buckeridge, Bifhop Corbet,
and Biftop How/en, and after Bithop Monntague,
and thought it not fafe to truft his Caufe toa
Convocation ; the major part called then The
Church of England, 1.Cryed down Avrminianifoz
as dangerous Dogrine; 2. Cryed down any
neerer .zﬂ:raac/a to the. Papifts, and the Tolera=
tion of them ; 3- And were much for the Law
againft abfolurenefs in the King; and Dr. Heylins
and Rufbworth’s Colle&. will tell you the full
ftory of Manwaring & Sibrhorp,and Arc hbithop -
_Abbots refufing to licenfe Sibthorp’s Book, and
the Confequents of all.  Thus thefe two Parties
grew into jealoufies, the Old Church-men accu-
fing the New on thefe three accounts, and the
New ones ftriving,as Dr.Heylin defcribeth them,
to get into power and overturn the Old.

5. In this contention the Parliaments al{o in-
volved themfelves and the Majorsty ftill clave
to the Majority of the Bifbops and Clergy (then
called the Church of England =) And in all or moft
Parliaments cried up Religion, Law and Propri-
ety and the Liberty of Subjetts, and cried down .
Arminianifm, Monspolies,Connivence and Favon-
ving of Papifts, and their increafe thereby 5 €X-
prefling by Speeches, and Remonftrances, their
jealoufies in all thefe points, till they were dif-
1olved. ‘

6. The writings of Bifbop ewel, and much
more Bifbop Bilfon, and moft of all Mr. Richard
Hooker, and fuch as were of their mind, thew
us what Principles there, and then were by the

Laity
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Laiety that followed them, received. We will
not recite their words, left our intent be mifun-
derftood ; ‘neither Bifbop Bilfons inftances in
what cafes Kings may:be refited by armes
Nor Mr, Hookers  that maketh Legiflation the.
natural right of the Body politick,: and govern-
Ing power to be thence derived; to. depend upon
the Body, and to returne torit, by efcheats,when
heirs fail, and that the King is fingulis Major.
and wniverfis Minor, &c. - (His eighth Book was
. print - long i before Bithop. Gauden puhli{hed _
it, who yet vindicateth it to be Fookers own.)’,

7-In01637,'1638,1639. A Bithop Laxd vfe-
ing more feverity againft diffenters than had
been. ufed of late before, ‘and the vifitations
more enquiring’ after private fafts and meetings
and going ozt of mens own Parifbes: to hear, and ’
fuch like, and “alfo. the Book for fports on the
Lords daies being' neceflarily to be read by all
the Conformable Minifters in the Churches. ?ﬂd
Alrars, Railes and Bowing towards them being
brought in, and in many places afrernoon Ser-
mons and Leétures put down, the minds of men
| before filled wich the aforementioned jealoufics,
were made -much more jealous than before.
And after the imprifonment of {ome, -the ftig-
matizing of fome, and the removall of many
beyond the Seas, and the death of more, the
Nonconformable Minifters were reduced ro the
paucity before mentioned ; but ‘the minds of
many people were more alienated from the la-
ter fet of Bithops, and the old fort’ of Confor-
mifts more jealous of them, and more afraid of
Popery, &c. than before,

8. The new Liturgy then impoftd on the
- , Scots,

R L R LR e e
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Scots; with the other changes there attempted, -
the defignes charged on the Marq. of Hamilton,
the fear of the Lords lofing the Tyths, &c.
which Dr. Heylin mentioneth as' the caufes or
occafions of their arming there, with the pro-
gre(s thereof, and their entring into England,
and the advantage therce taken by fome Englifh
Lords, to advife the King to call 'a Parliament
once and again, and the difcontents and proceed-
ings of that Parliament againft the two Minifters
of the King; for former things with fuch other
matters we had rather the reader took from
others,than ‘from us. We are unwilling to be the
~mentioners of any more than concerneth our
- prefent caufe; and the things are very com-

monly known. 225 Tmtd

9. On the 23. of Ofober, 1641. TheIrith
fuddenly rofe, and murdered no lefs than
two hundred theufand jerfons, and Dzblin nar-
rowly efcaped them , ‘of which we refer the
‘Reader to the examinations publifhed by Dr.
Heury Jones, fince a Bithop in Zreland, and to the
“hiftory of Sir fobn Templc, and to the Earl of
Orery’s Anfwer to Mr. Welfh, i
10. The dreadfulnefs ot this Maflacre ( fo far
- exceeding the French & the riews fent over that
the Irifb faid that they bad the Kings Commiffion
_and the foregoing jealonfics of the people and the
“Pazliaments Deciarations, taifed in multitudes of®
the people a fear that the Irifb when they had
- eénded their work there would come over hither
and do the like ; and that they had partakers in
England of whom we were in danger, and that
there was no way of fafety but to :dhere to the
Parliament for their own defence, or elfe it
B ~ would
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- Would quickly be too late to complain;

11. In 1642. the lamentable Civil Warr
brake out: At which time as faras ever we
could learn by acquaintance with fome of them
and report of others, excepting an inconfiderable
number, the Houfes of Lords and Commons
confified of thofe that had ftill lived in confor-
mity to the Church of England and the Epifcopal
Government and were fuch Conformifts as Dr.
Heylin defcribeth Archbifhop .4bbor and the
Clergy andParliaments ofhis times to haye been,
Crying out of the danger of a new partie, that
faid they would thake our Religion, Liberties and
Property. And fuch were they when the War
began, Presbytery being then little known
among them. _

12. Their fear of being overpowred by the -
party of whom they feemed: to think them-
felves in fudden danger, caufed fome of them to
countenance fuch Petitionings and clamours of
the Londoners, Apprentices, and others, as we
think diforders and provocation of the King.

13. The firft open beginning was about the
Militia : And whether the Lord Licutenants
whom the Parliament chofe, were not almoft
all Epifcopal Conformifts, we intreat the Reader
but to perufe the Caralogue in the ordinance for
that Militia, and to ask any that well knew them
(as fome of us did many of them) and he may

~certainly be fatisfied.

14. The fame we fay 1.Of thefar greateft pars
of the General Officers, Collonels, Lientenant-
Collonels, and Majors of the Earl of Effex’s Ar-
my. 2. And of the Sea-Captains. 3. And of the
Major Generals of Brigades, and Countics
through the Land, 15. When

L R R ey
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15. When the Parliament’s Armies Were
worfted and weakened by the King, and they
found themfelves in danger of being overcome,
they intreated help from the Scots, who raking
the advantage of their ftraits, brought in the
Covenant as the Condition of their help; which
the Parliament rather accepted than they would
lofe them, which at firft was impofed on none
by force : But (to pafs by all other Confidera~

tions) was judged by many wife men, to bean

occafion of divifion, as making the oppofition to -
Prelacy, to be the terms of the Kingdoms Unity
and Concord, when they might know that the
King and a great, if not the greateft part of the
Kingdom, were of the contrary mind, and fo it
was thought to be (as the Papal terms of Unity)
a means of unavoidable divifion: But others
thoughr that becaufe it tied them to no endea-
vours, but in their Places and Callings, they
might rake ir, ' :

16. The Affembly of Divines at Weftminfter
were men that had livéd in Conformity, except
about eight or nine of them, and the Scots : But
being fuch as thought Conformity lawful in cafe
of deprivation, but the things impofed to bea
fnare, which fhould be removed if it could be
lawfully done, they alfo received the Covenant,
but were divided about the fenfe of the word
[Prelacy,]many profefling their Judgment to be
for Moderate Epifcopacy; whereupon the de-
fcribing additions [Arehbifbops, Bifkops, Deans,
Archdeacons] were added. And upon {uch d Pro-
feflion that it difclaimed not all Epifcopacy,
MTr. Colersay is faid to have given the Covenant
to the Houfe of Lords. And they complained of

the
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Parliament which tied them to meddle with 1o~
thing but what they offered to them, -
17. This Covenant and Vow was taken by the
Parliament, and by their Garrifons and Sesldicrs
that would volunrarily take it, asa teft whom
they would traft;the reft being had in fufpenfion:
And after the wars; by fuch as were ordained
Minifters,and by the Kings adherents when they
made their compofitions ; fo far was it after-
ward impofed. But many Minifters and Gentle-
men refufed it, and (o did Cromawel’s Souldiers;
and in many Counties few did take i
18. How far the Parliament was from being
- Presbyterians, may partly be feen in the Propo-
fitions fent from them by the Earl of Effe to
. the King at Nottingham, and partly by their
. defeating all the defires and endeavours of thofe
that would have Presbytery fetled through the
Land : We know ofno places but Loudon and
Lancafbire where it was commonly taken up,
and fome little of it at Covemery, and fome few
fuchplaces. And that .was only as a tolerated
or commended thing, withont any impofition
that ever we knew of "z And accordingly it came
to nothing in a thort time, : ;
17. Till their new modelling their Army, the

Parliament had given out all Gommiffions to

their Souldiers to fight for [King and Parlia-
zent.] But then the King’s name was left out s
Which. {eeming to many thoufands ‘an 'utrer
change of the Caufe, from that rime many did
defert them : And thereupon the Party called
Sectaries flowing in fo Cromwel, and his Army
fonquering, the power fell into their hands,who
mprifoned the King, accufed and drove ?:rzg

g ¢cleven
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eleven Members of the Parliament, and aftef-
‘ward imprifoned and excluded the major part of
the remaining. Houfe, and with the reft cur off
“the King, caft down the Houfe of Lords, pre-
tended a while to fet up a :Commonwealth (as
~ they called it) impofed an  Engagement to that
- Commonwealth as effablifbed withour King and
onfé of Lords 5 ordered -the fequeftration of
the Minifters that refufed it, and ofthofe that
kept not their daies of fafting and thankfisiving,
for the Scotifh wars which then they’ made:
After which they caft out with fcorn that rem-
nant of the Gommons that had joyned ‘with
them ; and chofe themfelves fome men called a
Parliament, who actempting to puc down all
Parifh-Minifters, Tythes and Univerfities (the
fift put to.the Vote, and’ carried but by a few

againft them) they were broke up by delivering -
~up their Commiflion to Oliver; who was made -

Protector,and had the honour defigned of faving
the Miniftry, Tythes and -Univerfities from the
Sectaries ; even from that danger into which he
had brought them.

2o. From the time of thefe New Canfes and
-Changes, efpecially the defiroying the King,
‘violating and cafting out the Parliament men,
impofing the engagement &c. the Minifters
called Presbyterian in England; fome few com-
pliers exeepted (- many of whom fince Conform )
| ~declared themfelves againt all this, and were
i -lookt upon as enemies ; though kindne(s was

offered to reconcile them.Some were imprifoned,

-many caft out of their places in the Univerfities,
Home fequeltred; and Mr.;- Zove and Mr. Gibbons
wia Ge,m]emar;) ‘beheaded. Mr. Gee with the

Lan-=
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Lancafbire Minifters, with fome of us, wrote
againft thefe proceedings of the then Power:
Many Preacht againft them, {o that the fober
Religious people of the land grew commonly
difaffeted to them : And whar the Scors did and

how they were conquered, we need not here
relate. ¥ ; ;

21. The Minifters who were then in poffeffion.
of the Parifh .Churches were of ‘many minds
about Church Government. 1.  Many were for
the old Epifcopacy ‘and Lirurgie 2. Many were
fora reformed ' Epifcopacy : 3. Many were for
Presbytery  ( that:is, Church-Government by
Presbyteries, Clafles and National affemblies, of

~Teaching ard of Governing unordained: Elders

Conjunét, as jure divino ) 4. Some were for
that: which is called Independency. §. Some

. thought that no form of Church’ Government

was. jure divino. ~6.°But the ‘moft of our
acquaintance were peaceable,moderate:men that
thought feveral parties had fomewhat of the
right, and that the points of difference were o
few and fmall, that they might welllive 1n peace
and love, and that nione of the parties was {0
right as that inall thingsthey thould be followed,
andiothers trod down to fet them up: ‘And
many ‘of thefc were young men tha.r, being at
the Schools, had not ‘been ‘engaged in the firft

iquarrels,” and defired “not to fide “with any

dividing - parties, and modeftly prOfe’ﬂ’ed:.that
they bad not’ maruricy enough to frudy them-
felves to any great corfidence in the Contro-
verfies, S5
2. This laft fort” of men beginning I

Waorceft:fhire fet ol foot a work of .rccon(}ij{;{lg
¢ " o-
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Aflociation, in which the Epifcopal,Presbyterians
and; Independants, agreed, to_pradife o much
of Church:Government. and Miniftration-as they
Jvere all agreed .in, .with mutual Love Var{d
affifting concord, and to-forbear one another in
the reft, till God fhould bring usneerer. ( And
after they added another Agreement, to Cate~
chife_every perfon .in ‘their Parithes old and
young, that would come to them, or receive
“them chereto;, and, perfonally to- inftrat and
€xhort them’about the practicals of Religion,
and preparation for death and -the life to come )
This example was prefently followed by the
Minifters in Cumberland and Weftmorland, Wilt-
Shire; . Daorferfbrre, Effex, and. going onin other
Counties, till the confufions 1659 intcrrugted ir,
and the return of the Prelacic ended it and
-many fuch endeavours. e ,

- 23. When Ofver was dead, many forts of
‘Government were fet up in_one year : Firft his
fon Richard ( who having never been in Arms,
and being famed to be for the King, many
thought he would have been reidy, when he
could, to refign the Kingdom to him, and

- fpoke him fair on that account, and others
becaufe they thought he would quiet the violent,
and keep ont utter confufion: ) After his
€Jection the Remnant of the Commons called
the Commonwealch was refiored. After this
they were caft out again, and a Council of Srate
Chofen by the Army ; till the Kingdom grew
to fcorn them all, and was weary and afhamed of
the confufions, and revived their defigns to
reftore the King; 5 T :

- 24. The firft openattempt ot united éndeavoiirs
: K2 ; againft
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‘.?gax‘n& the Army, 'to reftore the King, was by
vthe Chefture, Lancafbire, and IV orthwales Men,
.“_ﬂdf r St., Georg Booth (now Lord-De lamere’)
‘and Sir 7%0. Middicion, who had been coniman-
{ders for the Parljament ; and was broken by the
‘Armies Conquering them, Mr.Cook ,Mr.Harrifor,
Mr: Kirby, Mr, Seddap, fent up Prifoners,and in
"da,ngpeyf of death, and'other Minifters, whofince
“are illénced and ruined by thofe they helpt.

“"%25. " Butthe aftempts being renewed, at the

fanie time, ‘the divifion'of the Oppofers ( the

\A"'m}' and the Commonwealth Members) thook
“thiem all'to pieces, and ruined thei,and thenew
“clofure of the ' Old" Parliamentarians, and the
Ro¥alifts, and the Presbyterians, ‘and other Mi-
ifters with the Epifcopal,’ firengthened them,
Ynd teffored’the Kings ‘The Presbyterian Offi-
_cers and Souldiers of General 207k’ Army con-

“cyrring with the reft, and Sir Thozas Allen then

:.I;k?fa Mayor (many London Mi'r_r_‘:ﬁcrs on their
part counfelling him thereto) with }he. Alder-
en and others, inviting General Minkto joyn
‘with the City herein againft the Oppofers; from
‘which very day, the fcales were turned, and all
“weént on without any confiderable {top, and the
old ¢jected Meimbers of Parliament firft, and the
“Council fetled pro rempore aftef, prepared for His
Majefties return 3 and Dr. Giriden; Nir! Calam),
“and Mr. Baxter Preaching at the Faft of the next
“Parliament, (as theirPrinted Sermons fhew) the
. King the next morning was voted to return, an
1o b invired to his Fathers Throné. "
©% 3%, In prepdration for this, fome Minifters
“now filenced, had treated with fome Gentlemen
firm to the King; and with Bithop Tfbers Blfhop

B gcwri 7,
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Browrig, Dr. Hammond , and others, who all_
encouraged them (" thongh fome much more,
than others ) by profefling modérate, hf:ahng_7
- principles and intentions : And in London, ?ﬁd

feveral Counties, the Noblemen, Knigh't’s,,.and_i
Gentlemen that had fiill adhered to ;he‘ng,
profeft and publifhed their peaceable defires of.
Concord, and refolution  againft. revenge; And
Letters were written from France to divers here,
to take off all the unjuft afpicions. that fome had
raifed about the Kings Religion; all which :
-promoted the Concord that accomplithed the - = -
Change.” ; : i

27. Thofe that faw the marvelous fuccefsof
this reconciliation and concord, and kuew  that
the Clergies diffance was moft likely, if “any
thing, to hinder the happy perfection and fettle-
ment of a full defired peace, did . prefently
attempt an agreement among them: And upon
the motion of fome of the fince {ilenced Minifters,
the Earl of Adanchefter, and the Earl of Orery
_mentioning it to the King, they told us, that ic
was well pleafing to His Majeftv : Whereapon
His Majelty vouchfafing them audience,and great
encouragement, feveral perfons on each fide |
were appointed to treat of the neceffary cerms -
of fetled Concord and to yicld to each other as
far ‘as they could, and ofiec their mutudl
conceflions : 'What was done'in this is not now
to be mentioned, fave that part of it was
publithed by fome body, which declareth ir, and
the firft part being about. Church Government
and worthip, iflued in the publication of His
Majeftics Gracions Declaration abont Ecclefi
Afairs, by which all our
. » K 3

clefiaftical
breaches feemed at
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the prefent to be. almoft healed, and the Houfe

of CommonsgaveHis MA JEST Y Publick

\

thanks.

28 At this time the LordChancellor a's‘ atoken

of His Majefties Gracious favour and acceptance,
ofiered Bifbopricks tothree that then treated for
Reconciliation, and Deanries to #wo or three of
them. Of'the three firft, one did the next day
{ave one refufe it, but in a letter to him prdft’f-
fing his gratitude, and that he was (o rejoiced in

His Majefties Gracious Declaration; thacif it -

might but be fetled by Law, he refolved to ufe his
urmoft endeavours to perfwade all men to con-
formity on thofe terms, and therefore would not
difable himfe]f thereto by rtaking a Bithoprick,
and making men think that it was nor forjuft
concord, but his own intereft that be wrote or
pleaded : Another of them foon accepted : The
third and the two or three that had Deanries
offered them, only fufpended till they faw whe-

‘ther His Majefties Declaration would live or dye.

29. what was done in the next attempt upon
His Majefties Commiflion to gree on, fuch
altevations of the Litsrgie as were neceffary to
tender Confcicnces,(Jc. we are to make no fm:ther
mention of, then is made by the writings given,
in which fome body thorcly afier ( in pars and
with many falfe printings) publifhed;  Ax
~Add:tion to the Litnvgic, A RC"EZ)' to Joms f{;rmer
Papers of the Bifhops, and an Earwe[t Perition tO

them for the Charches Peace, which were given

in and never anfivered by them ( that we k.m.)w
of } fome one printed. And . being 10 Writing
required by a Right revergnd Bithop then in the
Chair, as from fuperiours to lay by meer
‘ Incrn-
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Inconveniences, and to give in thofe points which
we tookito be flat fin,we gave in eight particulars
the next day as part; and by that time but one
of ourarguments about one of them was half
handled,and the reft ofthe arguments untouched,
and the reft of the Controverted inftances not
medled with, our Commiflion was expired:
And the Bifhops argumentation as Opponents,

* afterward, on another occafion printed.

30. Shortly after -the convocatian of the
Clergie fetled the Liturgie asnow it is- fetled
The Kings Declaration dyed : The Parliament
made the A4t of Vmformity, by which many,
Minifters for not conforming to that Law were
on Auguft. 24. 1662 ejected
fevere penalties, About Eighteen hundred of
their names from feveral Countics were fhewed
Mr. Calamy and others; and fome fay about
200 were omitted, and that they were inall
above 2000, '

31. They that hadtreated for Reconciliation
forefaw what fad divifions were like to follow,

if we were not healed and united; and therefore

in their Petition made a folemn Proteftation

that nothing but thefear of fin and Gods difpleafure. . :

Joould  hinder them from Conformity, deprecating
the woful effe@s of the divifion, which could
not poflibly be otherwife avoided, than by {ome

.neceflary abatements of the Impofitions: and

foretelling much that hath fince come to pafs,

which common underftanding might eafily fee in

the Caufes, . : :

! 32. The perfons that were filenced were not

of one mind and meafure about all the things

impofed on them. 1- Some of them were
K 4 Epif-

and filenced, on
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_ Epifcopal, and for as much as Richard Hooker
writeth for, and were againft the Covenant (and
never took ir’) and ‘the Parliaments' War, and
were for the Liturgie and Ceremonies, and had
.Conformed had thefe been all that had been
Impofed, who yet were caft out of Fellowfhips
andMiniftry : Yea fome had fuffered for the
King, and been ruined in their patrimony, fome
imprifoned for him, and fome had been inarms
for him. 2. Befides® thefe, and other Epifcopal
Nornconformifts, fome and very’ many, and we
think the greateft. parcof any one, were fuch
difengaged pacificators: as we before mentioned
about “zflociations : 3. Some were for the
Presbyterian Government, and 4. Some for
‘that called Independent, whichwere compara-
tively but few,

Alfo" fome were ( as heretofore Dr. Zobn
Reynolds; Dr. Humphrey, | Mr. Perkins, Mr.‘P{tﬂl
Bayn,&c. for fome part ofConformif.y (Kneeling
and Litnrgie,and fome for the Surplice) & againit
other parts: Many would have come in to alt
the old Conformity, had itnot been for that one
fentence in the  Canon-fubfeription . [ Norhing
Contrary to' the word ofGad](-WhiCh'kePt out
Mr. Chillingworrh himfelf, as is reported, till
fome difpenfation let: him in.) But the* New
*Conformity was fuch as fatisfied them all againft
it. Miny purpofed to have yielded to Prelacy,
Lirargie and Ceremonics, and gone to the utmoft
that Conftience would ~tolerate, rather than lay
by their Miniftry. But when they faw the new
Aij’c for Tniformity,cheir deliberations were at an
end.

33. Their intereft, honour or fomewhat Cilcfg
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led many perfons of thofe times, when they had.
made the name of Presbyterians: odious, tO cal

all the Nonconformifts” that were Epifcopal oF

reutral,by the name of Presbyterians, €Ven thofe
that had declared themfelves againft the Presby-
terian. frame, fo they were not Independents.
And they continue that practice to f{erve their

ends to this day.

34. The elder fort of the Nonconformifts
were ordained by Diocefan Bifhops : - The
younger fort were ordained by Affemblies of the.

Parifh Paftors of Cities and Countries, no other,

ordination being then allowed by thofe in
Power. »

3. As to the late Civil Wars which fome

moft lowdly charge on the Nonconformifts; this
is the trath, that the feveral parties charge the
beginning of that war on one another:One party

faich that the Presbyrerians begun itin England:

Another party layit on ‘the old Church of
England men that followed Archbifhop Abbot,
and fuch like : Both thefe accufed Parties laid
the beginning on Archbithop Laxd as an Inno-
vator, and thofe that followed him: And fome

. think thatevery fide had too much hand in it,
and were to be blamed. The truthis; 1. That

more by far of the Nonconformifts than of the
late fort of the Prelatifts were for: the Parlia-
ment’in thofe times: 2. That fome that were
Sectaries, and fome that were hot for the Par-
]xam'ept did conform :* 3. That fome few that had
b‘cen n the King’s Army on Caufe,and that were
{ufferers for him, and were againft the Covenant
and the Parliaments War, were Nonconformifts:
4. That many more of the old Epifcopal Comfor-

mifts,

L
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mifts, than' of the later fort of them were: fof
the: Parliament: §, Thar the Archbifhop: of
York (Willianss) who Had>fome time been Lord:
Keeper,was.one of the Parliaments Commanders
In North-Wales (as it is reported ‘without de-
nial.) 6. That' moft Minifters are dead that were
1n-that War. . 7. That the Weftminfler Affembly,
as is faid, came thither almoft all° Conformifts.
8. That fo fomall is the namber of the prefent
filenced:Minifters who had any hand in thofe
Widrs, - that if no other were ejected and filen-

- ced but they, the cafe would be judged compa-

ragively very. eafie, and icwould be thankfully
accepted, as hath oft been told. For moft were
then youths at School, and in the Univerfities,
and many lived in the King’s quarters and gar-
rifons, and'many other never medled with Wars
atall; it being now about thirty four, or five
years fince the War began. 9. That all the Wars
that have been fince their oppofition to the
Parliament and violence done to the perfon of
the King, were far from being owned by the
common f{ort of the now Nonconformifts,as was
faid. xo0. The Do rine of Bilfon, Hooker, a.“d
fuch like, containing fuch Principles as Parlia-
ment-men then ufually profefled is before men-
tioned, though not fully recited,and is common-
ly known ; and that the main body of the Par-
liamenr, ‘Affembly, Army, Commanders, Lord
Lieutenants,Major Generals of BragadcsgandSea-
Caprains, were profefled” Conformifts of the

. Church of Englasd, 11. Lafily, We had hoped

that His Majefties prudence had by the Act of
Oblivion long fince ended this part of the Con-

rention ; but we find ftill fom: conformable Mi- .
' nifters
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nifters whom in other refpects we much efteem.

and love, who (as if Truth, Charity, Juftice and
Humanity had been forgotten by them) affirm
in print that A/] the INonconformifts were gulty ,"f
the K:ng': Decath 5 pafling over what is aforefaid

of the Conformifts ; and others of them crying .

out to Magiitrates to execute the Laws on us,
by the urged Motive of their late fequeftrations
and fufferings : as if they knew not, or would
not have others to know, how few Nonconfor-
mifts in Parliament or Militia there wereat the
beginning of the War in comparifon of the Con-
formifts ; and how much the fecond, third and
following Canfes, Parties, and Tragedies 1 that
War, were difliked by the now Epifcopal and
Presbyterian Nonconformifts.

36. The people who now adhere to the Non-
conformifts, who were at age before the Wars
( whom we that write this were acquainted

. with) had very hard thoughts of the Bifhops

perfons, and fome of Epifcopacy it felf, becaufe
of the forefaid filencing of Minifters, and ruining
of honeft men, about Sunday-{ports, Reading that
Book, and other fuch things, befides Noncon-

E formity : But when the Minifters that guided

them, began to feem more reconciled to the
Epifcopal Party, and upon the reports and pro-
mifes which they had heard, had put them in
hope that the next Bifhops would prove more
moderate, peaceable and pious, than the former,
and would by experience avoid divifions and
perfecution, the faid people began to_be enclined
to more reverent and favourable thoughts of
Epifcopacy and the Bifhops ; and were, upon ex-
perience of the late confufions, in a far fajrer

way

=
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Way o union & fubmiflion to.them than before.
But when they faw their Teachers taken from
them, and fome fuch {et over them againft their

_wills, who were better known to them than to

the obtraders ; and when they heard of about
2000 filenced at once, this fo much alienated
them from the Bifhops, ‘that it was never fince
In our power t0 bring them-to o much efteem
of them, and reverence to them, as might have
been; but multitudes by this were driven further
from Conformity than the filenced Minifters.

37. The 2000 filenced were not a quarter of
the Minifters of England, who were in pofleilion
before the return of the Bifthops: fo that it is
evident, that above three fourth parts of the
Minifters that kept in under the Parliament and
Protector (notwithftanding Covenant, Directory
andall ) did prove Conformifts,

. 38.The New-alrered Liturgy was not printed .

and publifned till Aagnft 24. -or near i, when
the Minifters were to be filenced that fubfcrib-
ed not, and confented not: fo that we muft

needs fuppofe that they were but few Minifters

n England in comparifon of the reft, who ever
Jaw and reqd (much lefs long confidered) that Book,
before they declated their Affens and Confent to all
things in'ir.. Sure we are, that we that lived 1n
London, who had it at the firft publifhing, found

the time ‘paft, ‘or fo fhort to examine all things

inic'wich due deliberation,, that had it been
blamelef, we muft have been filenced, unlefs we
had confedred upon an implicit faith.

39. Since we were filenced,His Majefties De-

- claration for more Liberty .in Religion came

out 1632, bat {uan died: And fince then we lf)l&VC
: ' : cen
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been called to-many attempts for Unity,in which -

we have twice come to an agreement With
thofe honeft, peaceable; .pious and learned Di-
vines of the Church of Esngland, who were ap-
pointed 0 treat of it with us. But that figni-
fied nothing as to our healing, while Reafons
unknown to us; or ineffable prevailed.

40. Yet fiill we have been “called on to Tell
wljﬂt we [(Fuck_at, and what we defired, and what
wonid [atisfie us, (- who defire nothing but leave
to excercife the -Miniftry to which we were
ordained) and the Cant-ftill goeth on among
theignorant at leaft; as if .we had never told
them to this day ; or as if fince the new confor-
mity we had ever been called ‘or had leave to.
tell them, or asif the fame men would endure
us to-tell them our cafe ofs diffent and the rea-
fons of it to this day. But the Judg is at the door.

SECT. VIIL

The Mattersof Falf, asto what is vequi:
“ived of wsy by Laws and Canon, 1o which
e mafFconformss: Andfirft of Lay-men
L F Laymen that will have any Govern=
1 Q ment or Traft in any City. ror Corpora=
tion,is neceffarily required the taking of the fol-
Yowing Oath and Declaration by a Law.
Saser I Swear that it is ot Lawful upon -any
¢ prefence  whatfoever to rake Arms "g”‘”ﬁ
“thes King + Andthar 1 Abbor thay Trayerons
¢ pofition that Arms may be taken by His Antho=
$¢ yivy againft his Perfon, or againft thofe C‘hfg"”'e
cuvy o=

{
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* Commiffioned by him7] And the Declaration is
“.[ That there is NO OBLIGATION
Cupomme or ANY OTHE R perfon, from
“the Quth C ommanly called the folewm Leagus.and
“ Covenant. ‘ :

1. By -this Oath and this Declaration the
Government and  Truft of all the Cities and

Corporations  of England are conftituted or
qualified. :

- “2. Part of this Vow and Covenant is [ againft -

Papery, fuperftition, and profanene(s and all thatis
againft  fonnd dostrine and Godlynefs = that we
will Repent of odr fins, unfeigriedly, and amend

our lives, &c, ] which'the Noncontormifts take 1

to be Lawful and Neceffary things.

3. Thoufands of people lived “in the Kings
Garrifons, or'Quarters, and thoufands were then
unborn or Childven, who never took this Vow
or Covenant, nor ever heard or read it, or know
what is in ir. :

4. The Parliament thatimpofed it on others
took it voluntarily themfelves, as did many
thoufand more,

5. Many thoufands took it that never faw
the faces of each other, nor know iz what fenfe,
or With what mind all others took it: The
fenfe being ‘doubtful, all! took (it not in on
fenfe : aud many thought themfelves not boun
to take it in the impofers fence, where th€
words might ‘bear another 5. And {0, its like,
thought the Royal party of the Nobilicy and

Gentry, who rook it at their compofition.

6. It was a Vow to God, as well as a Cove-
mant with men (as the words thew.)

7- The Controverfie is not, 1. Whether It
' " was
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. was Lawfully Impofed, 2. Or whether it was
Lawfully Taken, 3. Or whether it bird as a
League, 4. Nor whether itbind toany.unlawful
thing (' which all renounce) But, §: Whether as
a¥ow made to God, ‘it bind to things.neceffury
( as againft Schifm,Profanenefs,Popery: to Repent,
&¢.) to which men:were before bound by other
obligations. Nor whether they that took it not
-be'bound by it to repent,&c.buc.whether no.one

*perfonin the three Kingdoms,who took it, befo
bound : And that fince the Scots drew_his Ma-
“Jefty tofeem to own it (which we judge they

: didunlawfully.) : ;

II. All Parents who will have their Children
baptized, muoft fubmic them to the fign of the
Crofs,as it is after defcribed. And fo muft allthat
are to be baptized ar age [ubmir vhemfclves toir.

II. All perfons that have Children.to be
‘baptized muft conform as followeth 1, They
mauft procure three perfons to be Godfathers
and Godmother, who muft perfonally prefent the
Child to be baptized, and muft promife aud
Vow:to God in the “Childs name the duties of
the Covenant, and mauft in the name of the Child

A2y [ that he renonnceth the Devil and all his
works, the vain pomsp| aid glory of the world &,

and that be fredfaftly believeth all the articles of
faith , that be will be baptized and that he
will obediently keep Gods  holy will and Command-

ments, &c. T Not that they believe, confent e,

but that be ( the Child ) doth belseve, defire, &re.

And it isnot a meer promife for the future [ I

will believe and renounce, e, bar a profeffion

for the prefent tim: [ Idobelieve Jeafaftly and I

dorenonnce 1 And in the Catechifm it is faid that

[Repe;z1
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LRepentance ‘wheveby they forfuke fin, and faith

whereby they [fredfaftly belicve ¢e, are required of
perfons toribe - baptized ( and not only that have

been baptized ) And yet that Infants that cannot
do thiswre to be éaptiud‘, becanfe [ they promife
them by thesr fireties, ] and itis not faid becanft
they profefs.to do  them ar prefent by theit
fureties.: = ;

2. The Child is baptized upon the under-
taking of thefe perfons  as fponfors or Cove-
nanters, whofe parss and duties are thus exprefled,
L To [ec that: this Infant be tanght o [oon as ke
Jhall be able to learn, what a [olemn Vow, ']Mm’ﬁ
and profeffion be harh bere made by you ; and that

v be may know. thefe things the better, ye foall call

#pon him to hear [ermons, amd chiefly ye Jrall
provide that he may learn the Creed, “the Lords
prayer, and the ten Commandements, inthe vilgar
tongue, and  all other things which a Chriftian
ought to know and- believe to his fouls health 5 and
that this Child may be broughs wp to lead 4 Godly
and a Chriftian /zfe. ] : ' !

. 3. The Conformiits here are not agreed thent-

' felves, what ~that fubjective individual Faith,
“renunciation and defire avre which the Infant at pre-

fent PROFESSETH by his- fureties : It is not
that the Znfane doth altually belicve: himfelf for
the Catechifin confefleth that he doth nor. Nor is

-there any probability that he doth, unlefs by
_miracle unknown, And if it be any ones fasti €lfe
. that the Infant then Profeffeth which is Jmprta-

tively his ewn, it is not agreed whofe faith that: 1s

or muft bes whether the Godfathers, .or the

Churchesand what Churches; whether that Gon-

- gregations,, or.the Diogefan-Ghrirohes, or the V-

tionad




