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frill thus confound the Jcire and the efe, or put 
the fcire before, the ejfe± they may go on in 
errour, and no reafon can filence them. The 
thing is re'aty'firft true or falje, before it is known 
or thought To ro be5 I f hbetrue, then he that 
thinketh it falie is the delinquent. I f i t be a fin, 
Jt is not mens taking it for no f r3 that wi l l make 
i t fo, nor difcbl ge the orthodox trom their 
Nliniftry.. Eut i f it be ho fir.-that is Commanded 
the NoncohjentIrs are in the fault. And i f it be a 
Herefe Y^hiftj f f e j Jlaha foi 3md.\ be Menced. 

And yet we wil l not dei.\ ,bur i . the generality 
of th t Minif t iy obtain their'liberty byfbm< friiall 
tollercble fin or errour, and,the founder pat't be 
fiw and:-uhtijtt$nry in that Country, Irudince 
oblige th tht m ro go to fome other place that 
needcth them, and never to excerr f; t l e i r 
Mini f t iy where in true leafon it is like to do 
more hurt than good. 

L X I X. 2 5" VV here under any of* the forefeid 
unjiift pre h bi ions the filenced M'mfters and 
people fluil gather no dif t ind Churches, but 
only Auditories or Chappels as parts o f the 
Farijh Churches, ,and that only where there is 
( through the bignefs of the Parifh, or diftance 
from thePari(hChurch,or paucity,or infi fficiency, 
or unfaithfulnels ofParifh Pirieit'sa ttHe tieirffitfr 
not unchurching or feparating from the Parifh 
Church, but owning it and holding C(mmumon 
wi th i t , and promoting the reputation o f the 
true Parifli Miniiter. and Communion, and 
perfwading others to the like, we cannot fee 
that this is arty Schifmj but rather their pra&ife 
who fire and divide mens minds by envious 
clamours againft the innocent, and proudly 
calling others Schifmaticks, I 3 LXX* 



[ " 8 3 
L X X. 26. We have greatly lamented the 

true Schifmatical difpofition o f fome religioufly 
affected perrons, who make their Angularities or 
little differences, the occafions o f unchriftening, 
unchurching or degrading thofe that are wifer 
than themfelves, and running away f rom one 
another on pretence o f difcipline, and avoiding 
fin. But yet we hold that gentle forbearing 
tolerable differences, even in diftinfb Churches, 
guilty of Schifm,fo they be kept f rom unpeace-
able reviling o f others, is a meeter way to avoid 
the mifchiefs, than with prifon, fword or fire to 
exafperate them. It is noted that Nefiorim the 
Heretick was the firf t fharp perfecutor o f the 
JNovations: But moft o f the better BiQiops to ­
lerated them, as did the Emperours : And two 
prudent gentle Bifhops of Conftatitinople, Atticus 
and Troclus, reduced the foamites, and lenified 
other divided Parties, which the fiercer men 
had made and kept up by their violence. 

S E C T . Y l h 

Some Matters ef FaB preparatory to the 
trite application of what is 

before hid down. 

\ K T E muft crave that juftice of the Reader 
V V as to note, that hitherto we have ipo-

ken but o f the UoUrind fart about Schifm, not 
applying it to England or any others : Nor-wall 
we now any otherwife apply it,than to lay down 
fome little part of the Matters of FaB, wnio* 



the Nonconforming are confidering to he lpo -
thers to apply i t without miftake, as they thai! 
fee caufe. . . r 

We intend not, in this, the determination ot 
the points in matter of r igh t ; ncr do we_ here 
tell men (unlefs on the. by in the ftatmg of fome 
few queftions. j what it is that we account good 
or evil, much lefa do we here give the proofs or 
reafons of our Caufe: That is the thing for 
which we greatly defire the allowance o f our 
Superiours ; But muft not unneceffarily prcfume 
to do i t , left we difpleafe them ? though we 
hear that fome of them take us as not finccrc, 
for keeping up a difference, and giving no mo e 
reafons of i t : The thing which we fo.greatly 
defire leave to do, but dare not be fo bold yet 
as to venture by i t to difpleafe them, who con­
demn us for not doing i t , left their anger would 
be (harper to us i f we do i t : fo great is our 
difficulty between this ScylU vtACharybdis. 

But we hope we may adventure to open 
fome part o f the Matter af F # , which Con­
formity and Nonconformity are concerned in, 
that fb men may conjeBure at the Caie them-
felyes ; which wil l be no reflexion on the 
Government ( barely to tell what they com­
mand,) nor a'challenging any of our Superiours 
to adifputation, nor a charging them as faulty 
that cannot bear i t . 

I 4 " i . Matters 
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i . Matters ofFdtJ to he foreknown, to the 
t r ue underflandivg of the Cauje. 

h f> r o o c o f t h e difference between the 
I Old Nonconform ft s and the Conformiftst 

was that one fort thought they mould flick to 
the metr Scripture Rule :and fimplicity, and go 
far from all additions which were found invent­
ed or abated by the Papifts, in DocTrine, Wor-
fhip and Government- and the other fide 
thought that they mcfulS mew more reverence 
to the cuftorhs of the ancient Chutch, and re­
tain "that which was not forbidden in the Scrip­
ture, which was introduced before the ripenefs 
of the Papacy, or before the year 600 at Ieaft3 

and which was found lawful in the Roman 
Church, and common to them with the Greek,, 
that'we. might not feem fingular, o,dd and hu­
morous, or ro go further from the Papifts than 
reafon and neceflity drave us. And the Laity 
feemed no where fo fenfible of the difference, as 
between the way of Ceremony, and unceremonious 
[implicit), and the way of our many more L i -
turgick Prayers and Offices, and the way of 
free-praying from the prefent fenfe and habits 
o f the fpeaker • while pacificators thought both 
feafonabjy good. 

2. The fad eruption o f this difference among 
, the. Exiles at Frankford while Dr . Cox and Mr, 
Horn and their party, ftrove for the Englifli 
Liturgie, and the other party ftrove againft i t 
for the freer way, is ar large reported in a book 
called the,troubles at Frankford, 

3. Queen 
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3. Queen Elizabeth and King James difcoun-

tenancing and fuppreffing the Nonconformifts, 
m they attempted in Northamtonjhire and Warwick­

shire a little while to have fet and kept up 
, private Churches and governed them in the 
Presbyterian way 5 But that attempt was foon 

J broken and fruftrate by the induftry o f Bifhop 
mh Whitguift and Bancroft: And the Nonconforming 
tffO lived according to their \arious opportunities : 

fome of themVonformed : fbme were by conni­
vence permitted in peculiars and fmall impro­
priate places 3 or Chap} els that had li t t le 
maintenance, in the publick Miniftry -which 
kept them from gathering fecret Churches : 
fome of them had th i^ l ibcr ty a? great part of 
their lives, as Mr . Hild?rfiam}Mr'. Uod,Mr. Her-
*'«g,Mr. Paget, Mr.- Mupy fenior junior, 
Mr:Langley,Mr. S k t f f ^ A HvJjfcto Bremieham 
Mr.Tailor, Mr . Pateman, Mr, Paid • Bay nCiMr. 

'•m Fox o f Tewkjhryy John Fox, and«many more. 
t m Some had this liberty all their lives, as Mr . 

Knewfiuh, Dr. Chaddertcn, Dr . ReignoIds Dr . 
Humphrey, Mr . Perkins, Mr. John Bali, Mr . | V jj Barn'et, Mr . Geerec,' Mr^-Rcot, Mr. ; Atkins Mr . 

I(J*A> Gilpin, John Rogers and many others : fome 
were fain to drift up and down by hiding them-
felves, and by flight, and thefe preached fome-
times fecretly in the houfes where they were, 

« a n d fometime publickly for a day and away, 
where they could be admitted ; fo did Mr . 

r

 s Parker 3Mr. Br adfhaw,Mr. Nicols ,Mr. Bright man, 
J* Mr . Brumskjl, M r . Humphrey Fen, Mr. Sutcliff, 

c j K Mr ; 'Thomas, and many more; and after their 
y } JJ \ lilencing Mr Cotton, Mr. Hooker, and many more 
J$ P that went to America , Mr. Cartwr/ght was 
y per-' 

Wm 
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permitted in the Hofpital at Warwick^ Mr. 
vey, and Mr . Hind at Bunbery in Chejhife^nd ma* 
ny more kept in (having fmall maintenance))>e~ 
ing in peculiar or priviledged places : Mr . M;m 
band, Mr. dingier, Mr. fohpfon, Mr.Gee, Mr.Han-
cock^, and many others of t filenced, had after l i ­
berty by fits. Mr. Bovprhe o f Manchefier\ Mr. 
Broxholm in Darby/hire JSftr.Cooper o f Huntington-
(hire (at Elton) and many others fuffered more, 
and laboured more privately. D r . -Antes was 
invited to Franekera, fome were further 
alienated from the EngUJh Prelacie,andfeparated 
from their Churches, and fome of them called 
Brownifts, were fo hot at home, that they were 
put to death 5 Mr . Ainfwortb, fohnfon, Robinfon 
and others fled beyond feas, and there gathered 
Churches of thofe that followed thenr; and 
broke bv divifions among themfelves. The old 
Nonconformifts being moft dead, and the later 
gone moft to America, we cannot learn that m 
1640 there were many more Nonconform? 
Minifters in England, than there be Counties, it 
fo many. r 

A.TheConformifts fhortly fell into diffenfton 
among themfelves, efpecially about three 
things, Armmiamfm i t was called; ana 
Conciliation with the Church of Rome and irero* 
native: DrMeyUn in the Life of ArchBilhop Laud 
doth fully open all thefe differences and tells us 
that ArchbiOioo Abbot was the Head ot one 
party, and in point oF Antiafmtmamjnf even 
ArchbijhopiVhittift before him, with Whiter 
and others had made the Lambeth. Articles,driven 
the Arminians f rom Cambridge : Kmgfames naa 
difcountenanced them in Holland, ^ ^ . j " * 



Divines to the Synod o f Don, who owned and 
helpt to form thofe Articles: And he tells us 
that Bifhop Laud had no Bifhops on his fide but 
Bifhop Neale, Bifhop Buckeridge, Bifhop Car bety 

and Bifhop How/on, and after Bifhop Mountague, 
and thought i t not fafe to truft his Caufe to a 
Convocation; the major part called then The 
Church of England, i . Cryed down Arminiantfm 
as dangerous DocTxine; a. Cryed down any 
neerer approach to the. Tapirs, and the Tolera­
tion o f them 5 3. And were much for the Law 
againfl abfolmenefs in the Kino; and Dr . Htjltns 
and Rujhworth's Colled, wi l l tell you the fu l l 
ftory of Manwaring & Sibthorp,and Archbifhop 
Abbots refufing to licenfe Sibthorp's Book, and 
the Confequents of all. Thus thefe two Parties 
grew intojealoufies, the Old Church-men accu-
fing the New on thefe three accounts, and the 
New ones ftriving,as Vr.Heylin defcribeth them, 
to get into power and overturn the Old. 

5. In this contention the Parliaments alfo in­
volved themfelves and the Majority ftill clave 
to the Majority of the Bijhops and Clergy (then 
called the Church of England:) And in all or moft 
Parliaments cried up Religion, Law and Propri -
ety and the Liberty o f Svbjetls, and cried down 
Arminianifm, Monopolies,Connivence and Favou­
ring o f Papifts, and their increafe thereby ; ex-
preffing by Speeches, and Remonflrances, their 
jealoufies in all thefe points, t i l l they were dif-
folved. _ , 

6. The waitings o f Bijhop Jewel, and much 
more Bijhop Bilfon, and molt of all Mr. Richard 
Hooker, and fuch as were o f their mind, fhew 
us what Principles there, and then were by the 

Laity 



Laiety that followed them, received. We will 
not recite their words, left our intent be mifiin-
derftood j neither Bifhop Bilfons inftances in 
what cafes Kings may • be refilled by armcs 
Nor Mr. Hookers that maketh Legiflation the 
natural right of the Bodv politick, and govern­
ing power to be thence.derived, to, depend upon 
the Body, and to returne to- it, by efcheats,when 
heirs fail, and that the King is fingulis Majot 
and univerfts Minor3 eVc. (His eighth Book was 
in print long before Bifhop. Gauden published 
i t , who yet vindicateth i t to be Hookers own.)^ 

7. In 1637, 1638,1639. A..,B,fhop Laud ufe-
ing more feverity againft diflenters than had 
been ufed o f late before, and the vifitations 
more enquiring after private fafis and meetings 
and going out of mens oven Pnrifhes> to bear, and 
fuch like, and alfo the Book for [ports on the 
Lords daies being neceffarily to be read by all 
the Conformable Mimfters in the Churches, and 
Altars, Railes and Bowing towards them being 
brought in, and in marry places afternoon Ser­
mons and Letlures put down., the minds of men 
before filled with the aforementioned jcaloufies, 
were made much more jealous than before. 
And after the imprifonment o f fbme, the ftig-
matizing o f fome, and the removall of many 
beyond the Seas, and the death of more, the 
Nonconformable Minifters were reduced to the 
paucity before mentioned j but the minds o f 
many people were more alienated from the la­
ter fet of Bifhops, and the old fort of Confor­
ming more jealous of them, and more afraid of 
Popery, &c. than before. 

8. The new Liturgy then impofed on the 
Scots, 
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Scots, with the other changes there attempted, 
the defignes charged on the Marq. of'Hamilton, 
the fear o f the Lords lofing the Tyths, &C. 
which Dr . Heylm mentioneth as the caufesor 
occafions of their arming there, with the pro-
grefs thereof, and their entring into England, 
and the advantage thence taken by fome Englifh 
Lords, to advilc the King to call a Parliament 
once and again, and the difcontents and proceed­
ings o f that Parliament againft the two Minifters 
o f the King; for former things with fuch other 
matters we had rather the reader took from 
others,than'from us. We are unwilling to be the 
mentioners o f any more than concerneth our 
prefent caufe, and the things are very com­
monly known. 

9. On the 23. of OBober, 1641. The I r i fh 
fuddcnly ro le , and murdered no lefs than 
two hundred thoufand j.erfons, and Dublin nar­
rowly efcaped thtm , of which we refer the 
•Reader to the examinations publifhed by Dr. 
Henry JW/,f ince a Bifhop in Ireland, and to the 
hiftory of Sir John Temple, and to the Earl of 
Orery's Anfwer ro Mr. Wet/b. 

10. The dreadfulnefs of this MafTacre ( fo far 
exceeding the French^6V the news lent over that 
the Irijh faia that they had the Kings Commtjfien 
and the foregoing jeaionftes of the people and the 
Parliaments Declarations, railed in multitudes o f 
the people a fear that the Ir ifh when they had 
ended their work there would come over hither 
2nd do the bke ; and that they had partakers in 
Englando{ whom we were in dangt r, and that 
there was no way of lalety but to idhereto the 
Parliament for their own defence, or elfe i t 

would 



Would quickly be too late to complain; 
1 1 . In 1642. the lamentable Civil Warr 

brake o u t : At which time as far as ever we 
could learn by acquaintance with fome o f them 
and report o f others, excepting an inconfiderable 
number, the Houfes o f Lords and Commons 
confiftedof thofe that had ftill lived in confor­
mi ty to the Church o f England and the Epifcopai 
Government and were fuch Conformifts as Dr . 
Heytin defcribeth Archbiftiop Abbot and the 
Clergy andParliaments of his times to have been, 
Crying out of the danger o f a new partie, that 
faid they would make our Religion,Libenies and 
Troperty* And fuch were they when the War 
began, Presbytery being then little known 
among them. 

12. Their fear o f being overpowred by the 
party o f whom they feemed to think them-
felves in fudden danger, cauled (bme o f them to 
countenance fuch Petitionings and clamours of 
the Londoners, Apprentices, and others, as we 
think diforders and provocation o f the King. 

13. The firft open beginning was about the 
Militia : And whether the Lord Lieutenanti 
whom the Parliament chofe, were not almoft 
all Epifcopai Conformifts, we intreat the Reader 
but to perufe the Catalogue in the ordinance for 
that Mili t ia , and to ask any that well knew them 
(as fome o f us did many of them) and he may 
certainly be fatisfied. 

14.. The fame we fay 1. Of the far great eft part 
of the General Officers, Collonels, Lieutenant-
Collonels, and Majors o f the Earl of Effex's Ar­
my. 2. And of the Sea-Captains. 3. And of the 
Major Generals o f Brigades, and Counties 
through the Land, i y . When 



i y . When the Parliament's Armies were 
worfted and weakened by the King, and they 
found themfelves in danger of being overcome, 
they intreated help from the Scots, who taking 
the advantage of their ftraits, brought in the 
Covenant as the Condition o f their help; which 
the Parliament rather accepted than they would 
lofe them, which at firft was impofed on none 
by force : But (to pafs by all other Confidera-
tions; was judged by many wife men, to be an 
occafion of divifion, as making the oppofition to 
Prelacy, to be the terms of the Kingdoms Unity 
and Concord, when they might know that the 
King and a great, i f not the greateft part of the 
Kingdom, were of the contrary mind, and fo i t 
was thought to be (as the Papal terms o f Unity,; 
a means of unavoidable divifion: But others 
thought that becaufe it tied them to no endea­
vours, but in their Places and Callings, they 
might take i t . 

16. The Aflembly of Divines at Weftmnjter 
were men that had lived in Conformity, except 
about eight or nine o f them, and the Scots : But 
being fuch as thought Conformity lawful in cafe 
of deprivation, but the things impofed to be a 
fnare, which mould be removed i f i t could be 
lawfully done, theyalfo received the Covenant, 
but were divided about the fenfe o f the word 
ZPrelacyJ many profeffing their Judgment to be 
for Moderate Epifcopacy; whereupon the de-
fcribing additions [_Archbijhops, Bifhops, Deans, 
Archdeacons'] were added. And upon luch a" Pro-
feffion that i t difclaimed not all Epifcopacy, 
Mr. Coleman is faid to have given the Covenant 
to the Houfe of Lords. And they complained o f 

. ' the 



Parliament which tied them to meddle with no­
thing but what they offered to them. 

17. This Covenant and Vow was taken by the 
* £ l , a m n ' » a n d b V their Garrifons M SouUicrs 
thatwou d vofunrarily take i t , as a reft whom 
they would trufljtfae reft being had in fufpenfion: 
And after the wars; by fuch as were ordained 
Minnters,and by the Kings adherents when they 
made their compofitions 5 fo far was i t after­
ward impofed. But many Minifters arid Gentle­
men refufed it, and fo did CromwH Souidiers; 
and in many Counties few did take i t 

18. How far the Parliament was from being 
• Presbyterians, may partly be feen in the Propo­
rtions fent from them by the E a r l o f ^ v to 

. the King at Nottingham, and partly by their 
defeating all the defires and endeavours of thofe 
that would have Presbytery fetled through the 
Land : We know o f no places but London and 
Lancashire where i t was commonly taken up, 
and fome little o f it at Coventry, and fome few 
fuch places. And that was only as a tolerated 
or commended thing, without any impofition 
that ever we knew o f ; And accordingly it came 
to nothing in a fhort time. 

17. Til l their new modelling their Army, the 
Parliament had given out all GommifTions to 
their Souldiers to fight for \_King and Parlia­
ment. ] But then the King's name was left out ; 
which fceming to many thoufands an utter 
change of the Caufe, from that time man)' did 
defert them : And thereupon the Party called 
Sectaries flowing in to Cromwel, and his Army 
conquering, the power fell into their hands,who 
^priioned the King, accufed and drove awa^ 

eleven 
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eleven Members o f the Parliament, and after­
ward imprifoned and excluded the major part o f 
the remaining. Houfe, and with the reft cut off 
the King, caft down the Houfe of Lords, pre­
tended a while to fet up a Commonwealth (as 

:f they called it) impofed an Engagement to that 
Commonwealth as eftablifhed wit bom King and 

ir& ' I i o u [ 6 °f Lords 5 ordered the fequeftration of 
. t h e M i n i f t e r s that refufed i t , and ofthofe.thac 
Kept not their daies of fafting and thankfgiving, 

V # e ! * ° r t he Scotilh wars which then they made. 
: fyti After which they caft out wi th fcorn that rem-
9 f nant of the Commons that had joyned with 

jf. $ p h c ! ^ 5 a n d c h o f e themfelves fome men called a 
C W ' ^ a r ! ' ? n i c n c > w b o attempting to puL- down all 
jS M Parifh-Minifters, Tythes and Univerfities (the 
i M I ^ firft put to.the Vote, and carried but by a few 
i f ! , J U agamft.them) they were broke up by delivering 

" P t h e i r Commiffion to 0/ /wr, who was made 
« j Protector,and had the honour deftgned o f faying 
( V i t h e M , . n i t t r y » Tythes and Univerfities from the 
jt ( $ (£*' Sectaries; even from that danger into which he 
WflfitJ had brought them. 

F r o m t h e t j me o f thefe New Caufes and 
*WJ Chf&es> ^fpecially the deftroving the King, 
W let violating and cafting out the Parliament men, 
W $ impofing the engagement eVc. the Minifters 

•riif'J c a ] l c d Presbyterian in England; fome few com-
jr >jfa pliers excepted ( many of whom fince Conform ) 
f j $ declared themfelves againft all this, and were 

l o ° k t u P o n as enemies ; though kindrtefs was 
r^O V o t t c r e d to reconcile them.Some were imprifoned 
'5 J d S a f t o u t o f t h e i r places in the Univcrfities' 
V J - ^ ^ q ^ f t r e d , - and Mr. ; . W and Mr. Gibbons 
W ' f y ( a G e n t I c m a n ) beheaded. Mr . Gee with the 



Lamafhire Minifters, with fbme of us, wrote 
againft thefe proceedings of the then Power : 
Many Preacht againft them, fo that the fober 
Religious people of the land grew commonly 
difaffe&ed to them : And what the Scots did and 
how they were conquered, we need not here 
relate. 

21 . The Minifters who were then in polTeiTion-
o f the Parilh Churches were of many minds 
about Church Government, i . Many were for 
the old Epifcopacy and Liturgie 2. Many were 
for a reformed Epifcopacy : 3. Many were for 
Presbytery ( that is, Church-Government by 
Presbyteries, ClalTes and National alfemblies, of 
Teaching and of Governing unordained Elders 
Conjunct, as jure divino ) 4. Some were for 
that which is called Independency, f . Some 
thought that no form of Church Government 
was jure divino. 6. But the moft o f out 
acquaintance were peaceable,moderate men that 
thought feveral parties had fomewhat of the 
right, and that the points of difference were fo 
few and fmall, that they might well live in peace 
and love, and that none o f the parties was fo 
right as that in all things they mould be followed, 
and others trod down to fet them up : And 
many of thefe were young men that, being at 
the Schools, had not been engaged in the ririt 
quarrels, and defired not to fide wah any 
dividing parties, and modeftly profeffed^that 
they had not maturity enough to ftudy them­
felves to any great confidence in the Contro-
verfies. 

22. This laft fort of men beginning m 
Wercefi.wjhire fet on foot a work of reconciling 



Affociation, in which the Epifcopal,Presbytenan$ 
and lodependants, agreed to pra&ife fo much 
of Church Government and Miniftration as they 
.Were all agreed in, with mutual Love and 
aflifting concord, and to forbear one another in 
the reft, t i l l God mould bring usneerer. ( And 
after they added another Agreement, to Cate-
chife every perfon in their Parimes old and 
young, that would come to them, or receive 
them thereto j and perfonally to inftruft and 
exhort them" about the pradticals of Religion, 
and preparation for death and the life to come) 
This example was prefently followed by the 
Minifters in C-imbzrland and Wefimo? land, Wilt-

Jhire^ Dorfetjhire, EJfex, and going on in Other 
Counties, t i l l the confufions 1659 interrupted i t , 
and the return of the Prelacic ended i t and 
many fuch endea vours. 

23. When Oliver was dead, many forts o f 
Government were fet up in one year : Firft his 
fon Richard^ who having never been in Arms, 
and being famed to be for the King, many 
thought he would have been re.tdy when he 
could, to refign the Kingdom to him , and 
fpoke him fair on that account, and others 
becaufe they thought he would quiet the violent; 
and keep out utter confufion: ) After his 
ejection the Remnant o f the Commons called 
the Commonwealth was reftored. After this 
they were caft out again, and a Council of State 
Chofen by the Army 5 t i l l the Kingdom grew 
to fcorn them all, and was weary and afhamed o f 
the confufions, and revived their defiens to 
reftore the King. 

24. Thefjrfl:open attempt btvriiedcnd'eavbHr'i 
& ^ againft 



againft the Army, to reftore the King, was by 
the Chejkire, Lancajhire, and Northwales men, 
under Srrf foorg #<x>t6 ( now Lord De lamer c ) 
zti&S\r Tbo\Middtecon, who had been comman­
ders for the Parliament; and was broken by the 
Armies Conquering them. MrlCool^MrMamfitt, 
Mr-.Kirby, M r . Seddan,Tent up!Prifoners,and m 
danger of death, and other Miniiters, whofmce 
are ulenced and ruined by thofe they helpt. 

25. But the attempts being renewed, at the 
*fame time, the divifion o f the Oppofcrs (the 
• sh-my and the Commonwealth Members) ihook 
them all to pieces, and ruined them,and the new 
clofure of the OM Parliamentarians, and t&e 
RcValifts, and the Presbyterians, and other M i -
nifters wi th the Epifcopal, lengthened them, 
-irnd reftored the King : The Presby terian Oth-
cers and Souldiers of General Monies Army con­
curring with the reit, and Sir Thomas Men then 
Lord Mayor (many London Mincers on heir 
part counfelling him thereto) with tbe Alder-
Wt\ and other?, inviting General Mon^to 
with the City herein againft the Oppofers; from 
which very day, the fcales were turned, and all 
went on without any confiderableflop, and the 
old ejected Members of Parliament ftrft, and trie 
Council fetled pro tempore after, preparedforHw 
Majefties return 5 and Dr . * % | g 
and Mr . Baxter Preaching at the Faftofthe « x c 
Parliament, (as their Printed Sermons (hew) tdc 

• King the next morning was voted to return, ana 
to be invited to his Fathers T hrone. 

m In preparation for this, fome Mmifters 
now filencid, had treated with-fome Gentlemen 

" f i rm to the King, and with B.fhop ^ > ^ ? f 
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Browfig, Dr . Hammond , and others, who all 
encouraged them (though fome much more 
than others ) by profcfTmg moderate, healing ; 

principles and intentions : And in London, and 
feveral Counties, the Noblemen, Knights,, and. 
Gentlemen that had ftill adhered to the King, 
profeft and publifhed their peaceable defires o f 
Concord, and refolution againft revenge; And 
Letters were written from France to divers here, 
to take off all the unjuft fufpicions that fome had 
raifed about the Kings Religion; all which 

•promoted the Concord that accomplilhed the 
Change. 

27. Thofe that faw the marvelous fuccefsof 
this reconciliation and concord, and knew that 
the Clergies diftance was mofir likely, i f any 
thing, to hinder the happy perfection and fettle-
ment o f a full defired peace,, did prefently 
attempt an agreement among them: And upon 
the motion of fome of the fince filenced Minifters, • 
the Earl o f Manchefter, and the Earl of Or cry 
mentioning it to the King, they told us, that i t 
was well pleafing to His Maje f ty : Whereupon 
His Majefty vouchfafmg them audience,and great 
encouragement, feveral perfons on each fide 
were appointed to treat of the necefTary terms 
o f fetled Concord and to yield to each other as 
far as they could, and offer their mutual 
conceflions : What was done in this is not now 
to be mentioned, (aye that part of i t was 
publifhed by fome body, which declareth it , and 
the firft part being about Church Government 
and worfhip, ilTued in the publication o f His 
Majefties Gracious Declaration about EcciefiaQicd 
Affairs, by which all our breaches feemed at 
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the prefent to be almoft healed, and the Houfe 
o f Commons gave His M A J E S T Y Publick 
thanks. 

28 At this time the LordChancellor as a token 
of His Majefties Gracious favour and acceptance, 
offered Bi/hopnckj to three that then treated for 
Reconciliation, and Dsanries to two or three o f 
them. O f the three firf t , one did the next day 
fave one refufe i t , but in a letter to him profef-
fing his gratitude, and that he was fo rejoiced in 
His Majefties Gracious Declaration, that i f it 
might but be fetled by Law, he refolved to ufe his 
utmoft endeavours to perfwade all men to con­
formity on thofe terms, and therefore would not 
difable himfelf thereto by taking a Bifhoprick, 

1 and making men think that it was nor for juf t 
concord, but his own intereft that be wrote or 
pleaded : Another of them foon accepted : The 
third and the two or th/ee that had Deanries 
offered them, only fufpended t i l l they faw whe­
ther His Majefties Declaration would live or dye. 

29. what was done in the next attempt upon 
His Majefties Commifhon to agree on fucb 
alterations of the Lhnrgie as were necejfary to 
tender Conferenceswe are to make no further 
mention of, then is made bv the writings given, 
in which fome body fhortly after ( in part and 
with many falfe printings) publifhed ; An 
addition to the Liturgie, A Reply to fame former 
Tapers of.the Bifhopss and an Earheji Petition to 
them for the Churches Peace, which were given 
in and never anfwered by them ( that we know 
o f ) fome one printed. And being in writing 
required by a Right reverend Bifhop then in the 
Chair, as from fhperiours to lay by meer 

/new-
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H Inconveniences, and to give in thofe points which 

we took to be flat y?/*,wegave in eight particulars 
j l l the next day as part 5 and by that time but one 

o f our arguments about one of them was half 
handled,and the reft of the arguments untouched, 

r i$*$ • and the reft o f the Controverted inftances not 
tfypt- medled wi th , our CommifTion was expired: 
tfjcf And the Bilhops argumentation as Opponents, 

afterward, on another occafion printed. 
j o . Shortly after the convocation of the 

Clergie fetled the Liturgie as now it is fetled : 
The Kings Declaration dyed : The Parliament 
made the AB of Fmformity, by which many 
Minifters for not conforming to that Law were 
on Augufi. 24. 1662 ejected and filenced, on 
fevere penalties. About Eighteen hundred of 
their names from feveral Counties were mewed 
Mr . Calamy and others; and fome fay about 
20a were omitted, and that they were in all 
above 2000. 

31. They that had treated for Reconciliation 
forefaw what fad divifions were like to follow, 
i f we were not healed and united; and therefore 
in their Petition made a folemn Proteftation 
that nothing but the fear of fn and Gods dlfpleafure 
fhould hinder them from Conformity, deprecating 
the wofiil effects of the divifion, which could 
not poflibly be otherwife avoided, than by fome 
ineceflary abatements of the Impofitions: and 
foretelling much that hath fince come to pafs, 
which common underftanding might eafily fee in 
the Caufes. 

- ,' 32. The perfons that were filenced were not 
of one mind and meafure about all the things 
impofed on them, x* Some of them were 
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Epifcopal, and for as much as Richard Hooker 
Writeth for, and were againft the Covenant (and 
never took i t ) and the Parliaments War, and 
were for the Liturgie and Ceremonies, and had 
Conformed had thefe been all that had been 
impofcd, who yet were caft out of Fellowfhips 
andMiniftry : Yea fome had mffered for the 
King, and been ruined in their patrimony, fome 
imprifoned for him, and fome had been inarms 
for him. 2. Btfides thefe, and other Epifcopal 
Nonconforming, fome and very many, and we 
think thegreateft part of anyone, were fuch 
difengaged pacificators as we before mentioned 
about ?lTociations : 3. S.ome were for the 
Presbyterian Government, and 4. Some for 
that called Independent, which.were compara­
tively but few. 

AJfo fome were ( as heretofore Dr. John 
Reynolds-, Dr. Humphrey, \ Mr. Perkins, Mr. Paul 
J3ayn,(kc. for fome part of Conformity (Kneeling 
and Liturgie,and fome for the Surplice) & againft 
other parts: Many would have come in to all 
* he old Conformity, had it not been for that one 
Sentence in the Canon-fubfcription [Nothing 
Contrary to the word of God 2 ( which kept out 
M r . ChiWmgworth himfelf, as is reported, til l 
fome difpenfation let him in.) But the' New 

•Conformity was fuch as fatisfied them all againft 
i t . Many purpofed to have yielded to Prelacy, 
Liturg/eand Ceremonies, and gone to the utmoft 
that Confcience would tolerate, rather than Jay 
by their Miniftry. But when they faw the new 
Act for Vmformity}xhar deliberations were at an 
end. 

33- Their intereft, honour or fome what el& 
led 



led many perfons o f thofe times, when they had 
made the name of Presbyterians odious, t© call 
all the Noneonformifts that were Epifcopai or 
neutral ly the name o f Presbyterians, even thole 
that had declared themfelves againft the Presby­
terian frame fo they were not Independents, 
And they continue that practice to ferve their 
ends to this day. 

34. The elder fort of the Nonconformifts 
were ordained by Diocefan B'dhops : The 
younger fort were ordained by Affembliesof the 
Parifh Paftors of Cities and Countries, no other 
ordination being then allowed by thofe in 
Power. 

3c. As to the late Civil Wars which fome 
moft lowdly charge on the Nonconformifts, this 
is the truth, that the feveral parties charge the 
beginning of that war on one anothenOne party 
faith that the Presbyterians begun it in England: 
Another pafty lay i t on the old Church o f 
England men that followed Archbifhop Abbot, 
and fuch like : Both thefe accufed Parties laid 
the beginning on Archbifhop Laud as an Inno­
vator, and thofe that followed h im: And fome 
think that every fide had too much hand in i t , 
and were to be blamed. The truth is, 1. That 
more by far of the Nonconformifts than o f the 
late fort of the Prelatifts were for- the Parlia­
ment in thofe times: 2. That fomc that were 
Sectaries, and fome that were hot for the Par­
liament did conform : 3. That fome few that had 
been in. the King's Army or Caufe,and that were 
fufferers for him, and were againft the Covenant 
and the Parliaments War, were Nonconformifts: 
4. That many more of the old Epifcopai Comfor-

mijls, 
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mfis, than o f the later fort of them were fof 
the Parliament: 5. That the Archbifhop- of 
Tor^(Williams) who" had fome time been Lord. 
Keeper,was one of the Parliaments Commanders 
in Nonb-Wales (as it is reported without de­
nial.) 6. That moft Minifters are dead that were 
in that War. 7. That the Weflmmfler Affembly, 
as is faid, came thither almoftall Conformifts. 
8. That fo final! is the number o f the prefent 
filenced-Minifters who had any hand in thofe 
Wdrsi that i f no other were ejected and filen-
ced but they, the cafe would be judged -compa­
ratively very, eafie, and it would be thankfully 
accepted, as hath of t been told. For moft were 
then youths at School, and in the Univerfities, 
and many lived in the King's quarters and gar-
rifbns, and many other never medled with Wars 
at all 5 it being now about thirty four, or five 
years fince the War began. 9. That all the Wars 
that have been fince their oppofifion to the 
Parliament and violence done to the perfon o f 
the King, were far from being owned by the 
common fort of the now Nonconformifts,as was 
faid. 10. The Doctrine of BUfon, Hooker, and 
fuch like, containing fuch Principles as Parlia­
ment-men then ufually profefTed is before men­
tioned, though not fully recited,and is common­
ly known ; and that the main body of the Par­
liament, Affembly, Army, Commanders, Lord 
Lieutenants,Major Generals o f Bragades,andSea-
Captains, were profefTed Conformifts o f the 
Church of England, 11. Laftly, We had hoped 
that His Majefties prudence had by the Act o f 
Oblivion long fince ended this part of the Con­
tention 5 but we find ftill 'fonts conformable M i -

nifters 
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niftcrs whom in other refpects we much efteem 
and love, who (as i f Truth, Charity, Juftice and 
Humanity had been forgotten by them; affirm 
in print that Ml the Nonconformists were guilty of 
the K.ng's Death j paffing over what is aforelaid 
of the Conformifts j and others of them crying 
out to Magistrates to execute the Laws on us, 
by the urged Motive of their late fequeftrations 
and (utferings: as i f they knew not, or would 
not have others to know, how few Nonconfor­
mifts in Parliamf nt or Mili t ia there were at the 
beginning of the War in comparifon of the Con­
formifts ; and how much the fecond, third and 
following Caufes, Parties, and Tragedies in that 
War, were difliked by the now Epifcopai and 
Presbyterian Nonconformifts. 

36. The people who now adhere to the Non­
conformifts, who were at age before the Wars 
(whom we that write this were acquainted 
wi th) had very hard thoughts o f the Bifhops 
perfons, and fome of Epifcopacy it felf, becaufe 
of the forefaid filencing of Minifters, and ruining 
of honeft men, about Sunday-fpons, Reading that 
Book, and other fuch things, befides Noncon­
formity : But when the Minifters that guided 
them, began to feem more reconciled to the 
Epifcopai Party, and upon the reports and pro-
mifes which they had heard, had put them in 
hope that the next Bilhops would prove more 
moderate, peaceable and pious, than the former, 
and would by experience avoid divifions^and 
perfecution, the (aid people began to.be enclined 
to more reverent and favourable thoughts o f 
Epifcopacy and the Bifhops; and were, upon ex­
perience o f the late confufions, in a far fairer 

way 
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way to union & fqbmilTion to-them than before. 
But when they faw their Teachers taken from 
them, and fome fuch fet over them againft their 
wills, who were better known to them than to 
the obtruders ; and when they heard o f about 
2000 filenced at once, this fo much alienated 
them from the Bifhops, that i t was never fince 
in our power to bring them - to fo much efteem 
of them, and reverence to them, as might have 
beenj but multitudes, by this were driven further 
f rom Conformity than the filenced Minifters* 

37. The 2000 filenced.were not a quarter of 
the Minifters of England, who were in polfeiTion 
before the return o f the Bilhops: fo that it is 
evident/ that above three fourth parts of the 
Minifters that kept in under the Parliament and 
Protector (notwithftanding Covenant, Directory 
and all) 'did prove Conformifts. 

38. The New-altered Liturgy was not printed 
and publifhed t i l l AUgufi 24. or near i t , when 
the Minifters were to be filenced that fubfcrib-
ed not, and confented not : fo that we muft 
needs fuppofe that they were but few Minifters 
in England in comparison o f the reft, who ever 
faw and read (much left long confdered) that Book, 
before they declared their AJfent and Confent 10 all 
things m it. Sure we are, that w,e that lived in 
London, who had it at the firft publifhing, found 
the rime paft, or fo Ihort to examine all things 
in it with due deliberation^ that had it been 
blamelefs, we muft have been filenced, unlefs we 
had conferred upon an implicit faith. 

39. Since we were filenced,His Majefties De­
claration for more Liberty in Religion came 
out 1673. bat foon died: And fince then we have 

been 
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been called to many attempts for Unity,in which 
we have twice come to an agreement wi th 
thofe Jioneft, peaceable/ .pious and.learned D i ­
vines o f the Church of England, who were ap­
pointed to treat o f i t with us. But that f igni-
fied nothing as to our healing, while Reafons 
unknown to us, or ineffable prevailed. 

40. Yet ftill we have been called on to Tell 
what we (luck^ at, and what we dtfired, and what 
would fdtisfie us, ( who defire nothing but leave 
to excercife the Miniftry to which we were 
ordained) and the Cant ftill goeth on among 
the ignorant at leaft, as i f .we had never told 
them to this day 5 or as i f fince the new confor­
mity we had ever been called or had leave to 
tell them, or as i f the fame men would endure 
us to tell them our cafe o f f diffent and the rea­
fons of it to this day. But the Judg is at the door. 

S E C T . V I I I . 

The Matters of F a f f , as to what is requi­
redof ?>s, by Laws and Canon, to whta.) 
we miifi conform ; And fir ft of Lay-men, 

IT • :. Ji rz-pfai 
i Laymen . that will have any Govern-

%J mentor Truft in any City or Corpora­
t ion 's necefiarily required the taking 01 tne 101-
lowing Oathand Declaration by a Law. 

« I Swear that it' is not Lawful upon any 
" pretence whatfoever to take Arms agamjv. 
"•th^Kmg 1 And that 1 Abhor that Trayterous 

t c poftion that Arms may be taken by Bis Autho-
P \4 if fity aaainfl . his Verfon, or againft thofe that- are 
n l\i . J , " Com-

/ 
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t c Commijfioned by him'] And the Declaration is 
" I That there is NO OBLIGATION 
^ upon me or ANT OTHER per/on, from 
t e the Oath Commonly called the folemn Leaaue and 

Covenant. * 
1. By this Oath and this Declaration the 

Government and Truft o f all the Cities and 
Corporations o f England are conftituted or 
qualmed. 

2. Part of this Vow and Covenant is Z againft 
Eoperyjuperjlition, and profanemfs and all that is 
againft found doBrine anh Godlynefs : that we 
will Rzpent of our fins, unfeignedly, and amend 
our lives, & c , . ] which the Nonconforming take 
to be Lawful and Neceffary things. 

3. Thoufands of people lived in the Kings 
Garrifons, or Quarters, and thoufands were then 
unborn or Children, who never took this Vow 
or Covenant, nor ever heard or read it, or know 
what is in i t . 

4. The Parliament that impofed it on.others 
took it voluntarily themfelves, as did many 
thoufand more. 

5. Many thoufands took it that never law 
the faces o f each other, nor know in what fenfe3 

or with what mind all others took i t : The 
fenfe being doubtful, all took it not in on^ 
fenfe : Aud many thought themfeJves not boun , 
to take i t in the impofers fence, where t h e 

words m ight bear another ; And fo, its like, 
thought the Royal party o f the Nobil i ty and 
Gentry, who took it at their compofition. 

6. I t was a Vow to God, as well as a Cove­
nant with men (as the words fhew.) 

7. The Controverfie is not, T . Whether i t 
was 
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was Lawfully Impofed, 2. Or whether i t was 
Lawfully Taken, 3. Or whether it bird as a 
League, 4. Nor whether itbind to any unlawful 
thing ( which all renounce) But, 5; Whether as 
a Vow made to God, it bind to things .necejfary 
( as agaimf Sch\{m,Profauenefs^opery: to Repent, 
&c. ) to which men.were before bound by other 
obligations. Nor whether they that took it not 
be bound by it to repent,6Vc.bur whether no one 
perfon in the three Kingdoms, who took i t , be lb 
bound: And that fince the Scots drew his Ma­
je f ty tofeem to own it ( which we judge they 
did unlawfully.) 

H. All Parents who wil l have their Children 
baptized, muft fubmit them to t h e f i g n o f t h e 
Crofs,as it is after defcribed.Andfo mufi allthat 
are to be baptised at age fubmit themfdves to it. 

ILL All perfons that have Children to be 
baptized muft conform as followeth 1. They 
muft procure three perfbns to be Godfathers 
and Godmother, who muft perfonally prelent the 
Child to be baptized, and muft promife aud 
Vow to God in the Childs name tHe duties o f 
the Covenant, and muft in the name of the Child 
fay [ that he renounceth the Devil and all his 
works, the vain pomp and glory of the world &c, 
and that he fiedfaftly believeth all the articles of 
faith, that he will he baptised and that he 
will obediently keep Gods holy will and Command­
ments, &c. ] Not that they believe, confent &c, 
but that he ( the Child ) doth believe, deftre, &c; 
And it is not a meer promife for the future f I 
will believe and renounce, &c. ] but a profeffion 
for the prefent tim? [ I do believe fiedfaftly and I 
do rwnrtQe 3 And in the Catechifm i t is faid that 

\Repen-
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[Repentance whereby they for fake fin, and faith 
whereby they ftedfaflly believe &c, are required of 
perfons tonbe baptised ( and not only that W<? 
been baptized ) And yet that Infants that cannot 
do this tare to be baptized, becaufe [they promife 
them by their fureties, ] and it is not faid becaufe 
they profefs to do them at prefent by their 
fureties. 

2. The Child is baptized upon the under­
taking of thefe perfons as fponfors or Cove­
nanters, whofe parts and duties are thus exprefled, 
[ To fee that- this Infant be taught fo foon as he 

jhall be able to learn, what a folemn f^owfprotnife 
and profejfion he hath here made by you $ and that 
he may know thefe things the better, ye jhall call 
upon him to hear fermonS) and chiefly ye pall 
provide that he may learn the Creed, the Lords 
prayer, and the ten Commandements, in the vulgar 
tongue9 and all other things which a Chriftidn 
ought to know and believe to his fouls health ; and 
that this Child may be brought up to lead a Godly 
and a Chnfiian life. ~] 

, 3. The Conformists here are not agreed, thenl-
felves, what that fubjedive individual Faith, 
renunciation and defire are which the Infant at pre­
fent PROFESSETH by his fureties : It is not 
that the Infant doth attually believe himfelf for 
the Catechifm confeffeth that he doth not. Nor is 
there any probability that he doth, unlefs by 
miracle unknown. And i f it be any ones faith elfe 
that the Infant/ then Frofeffeth which is Imputa­
tive^ his own, it is not agreed whofe faith that is 
or mufv be ; whether the Godfathers, .or the 
Churches,and what Churches; whether that Con­
gregations, or the Diocefan Churches, or the I^a-

tionav 


